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America marked two great milestones during the latter half of 2013: the 150th anniver
President Abraham Lincoln’s immortal words on the fields of Gettysburg, defining our Am
experiment as “a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that ‘all m
created equal’ ”; and 50 years since civil rights activists marched on Washington and laid their c
that founding ideal.

We spent the second half of this year focused on rebuilding the cornerstones of the Am
middle class. Job security, with good wages and durable industries. A good education. A home
your own. Affordable health care when you get sick. A secure retirement even if you’re not ric
promise that through hard work and sacrifice, you can get ahead.

Unfortunately, our progress toward creating a better bargain for the middle class was inter
when Republicans in the Congress instigated the first Government shutdown in more than 17
The shutdown hurt our economy, disadvantaged our families, and damaged our credibility arou
world. For more than 2 weeks, I devoted my energy to reopening the Government as soon as po
and I was pleased when Democrats and responsible Republicans came together to put F
employees back to work and avoid America’s first default in more than 200 years. In the wake
manufactured crisis, the American people were fed up with partisan brinksmanship in Washin
redoubled my efforts to find willing partners wherever I could, and by the end of the year, I si
bipartisan budget agreement that replaced a portion of the across-the-board spending cuts kn
“the sequester.”

This fall we also rolled out the Affordable Care Act’s Health Insurance Marketplace,
allowed Americans to compare plans and shop for affordable health insurance. While problem
the Healthcare.gov website initially prevented many people from signing up, my Adminis
moved quickly to repair them, and within 2 months of its launch, the site was working well for t
majority of users. Thanks to the Marketplace and the expansion of Medicaid, millions of Am
gained the peace of mind that comes with having health coverage.

These 6 months brought tragedy, but we drew strength from our loss. In the wake of a t
shooting at the Washington Navy Yard that took 12 innocent lives, we recognized the unheralde
of quiet patriots. After a devastating typhoon struck the Philippines, the global community ra
provide relief and life-saving aid. And as we mourned the loss of former South African Pr
Nelson Mandela, we recalled our power—through united action and shared ideals—to build a
more just world.

Those ideals were challenged when, in the increasingly brutal Syrian civil war, the reg
Bashar al-Assad carried out the worst chemical weapons attack of the 21st century, massacring
Syrians. It was a clear violation of international norms, an assault on our common humanity
threat to our national security. I asked the Congress to authorize limited, targeted military
against Syrian regime targets, but remained committed to exhausting all diplomatic options. 
because of pressure from the United States, the Syrian regime agreed to the peaceful eliminatio
chemical weapons stockpile and joined the Chemical Weapons Convention. As my Adminis
continued working with the international community to ensure that Syria met its obligations, w
took an important step toward a comprehensive resolution regarding Iran’s nuclear program.
significant obstacles remain, these breakthroughs set us on a path toward a safer, more peaceful 
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At the close of a year of challenge and hard-fought progress, I am reminded that there is no test
our Nation cannot meet. When we recognize that our divisions pale in comparison to the strength of
our common ideals, when we accept our obligations to one another and future generations—for the
vi

United States of America, no task is too difficult and no odds are too steep.
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This book contains the papers and speeches of the President of the United States tha
issued by the Office of the Press Secretary during the period July 1–December 31, 201
material has been compiled and published by the Office of the Federal Register, N
Archives and Records Administration.

The material is presented in chronological order, and the dates shown in the headings a
dates of the documents or events. In instances when the release date differs from the date
document itself, that fact is shown in the textnote. Every effort has been made to 
accuracy: Remarks are checked against an audio recording, and signed documents are ch
against the original. Textnotes and cross references have been provided by the edito
purposes of identification or clarity. Speeches were delivered in Washington, DC, 
otherwise indicated. The times noted are local times. All materials that are printed in full 
the book have been indexed in the subject and name indexes and listed in the doc
categories list.

The Public Papers of the Presidents series was begun in 1957 in response
recommendation of the National Historical Publications Commission. An extensive comp
of messages and papers of the Presidents covering the period 1789 to 1897 was assemb
James D. Richardson and published under congressional authority between 1896 and 1899
then, various private compilations have been issued, but there was no uniform publ
comparable to the Congressional Record or the United States Supreme Court Reports.
Presidential papers could be found only in the form of mimeographed White House rele
as reported in the press. The Commission therefore recommended the establishment
official series in which Presidential writings, addresses, and remarks of a public nature co
made available.

The Commission’s recommendation was incorporated in regulations of the Adminis
Committee of the Federal Register, issued under section 6 of the Federal Register Act (44 
1506), which may be found in title 1, part 10, of the Code of Federal Regulations.

A companion publication to the Public Papers series, the Weekly Compilation of Presi
Documents, was begun in 1965 to provide a broader range of Presidential materials on a
timely basis to meet the needs of the contemporary reader. Beginning with the administra
Jimmy Carter, the Public Papers series expanded its coverage to include additional mate
printed in the Weekly Compilation. On January 20, 2009, the printed Weekly Compila
Presidential Documents was superseded by the online Daily Compilation of Presi
Documents. The Daily Compilation provides a listing of the President’s daily schedu
meetings, when announced, and other items of general interest issued by the Office of the
Secretary. 

Also included in the printed edition are lists of the President’s nominations submitted
Senate, materials released by the Office of the Press Secretary that are not printed in full 
the book, and proclamations, Executive orders, and other Presidential documents released
Office of the Press Secretary and published in the Federal Register. This information app
the appendixes at the end of the book.

Volumes covering the administrations of Presidents Herbert Hoover, Harry S. Tr
Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, Richard Nixon, Gerald R.
Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush, William J. Clinton, and George W. Bu
also included in the Public Papers series.

The Public Papers of the Presidents publication program is under the direction of John 
Martinez, Director of the Publications and Services Division, Office of the Federal Registe
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The President’s News Conference With President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete of
Tanzania in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
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July 1, 2013

President Kikwete. Your Excellency, Barack
Obama, President of the United States of
America: Mr. President, let me once again wel-
come you and the U.S. First Lady and your en-
tire delegation to Tanzania.

I thank you, Mr. President, for accepting my
invitation to visit Tanzania. The people of Tan-
zania love you. [Laughter]

You have seen the outpouring of warmth.
There has never been a visit by a head of state
to Tanzania that has attracted such big crowds
like the one—the first one of its kind. Thank
you for coming.

Mr. President, Tanzania and the United
States enjoy an excellent relationship. We see
eye to eye on many regional and global issues.
We have been receiving invaluable support in
our development endeavors. The lives of the
people of Tanzania are different today thanks
in many ways to the support we’ve been getting
from the United States of America: support in
health care, support in education. And health
care has made many people, many lives to be
saved. In education, many young men and
women of Tanzania are getting an education.

Support in food security, in nutrition securi-
ty is increasingly building Tanzania’s capacity
for self-sufficiency and food supply. And we’re
already getting there with regards to rice.

Support in infrastructure development, in
the road sector, in electricity, in the water sec-
tor has made many Tanzanians get these ser-
vices, which otherwise they would not have
been getting them. We applaud programs like
the Millennium Challenge Compact, PEPFAR
against HIV/AIDS, and malaria. And your own
brainchild, Feed the Future, Partnership for
Growth, New Alliance for Food and Nutrition
Security, these have proven to be very useful in
supporting the development efforts.

Mr. President, we had very fruitful discus-
sions today. We discussed many issues of mu-
tual interest and mutual concern. Again, I will

say, President, thank you for coming. An
words of support during the official tal
readiness to continue to support Tanza
our development endeavors goes a long w
wards assuring us: In you, and in the U
States, we have a true friend indeed.

Mr. President, welcome.
President Obama. Thank you so 

Thank you. Well, thank you so much,
dent Kikwete, for your very kind words a
the incredible welcome that I’ve receive
in Dar es Salaam. This is my first visit to 
nia, but I feel a special connection to this
try. Obviously, my family is from—on 
ther’s side is from East Africa. They
some time actually in Tanzania. And 
love Michelle and I and the girls have 
our arrival, I want to ensure you that lov
ciprocated and given back in return. So 
zenu. 

Now, President Kikwete was the firs
can leader I welcomed to the White Ho
ter I took office. I was pleased to welcom
to Washington last year for the launch 
New Alliance on Food Security. And 
President indicated, we had excellent 
sions today. Our visits and work togeth
flect the long relationship between our
tries and our shared commitment to the
opment and the dignity of the people of 
nia.

My visit comes on the 50th anniversa
key moment in our relationship, when
dent Kennedy welcomed to the White 
the father of your nation, President 
Nyerere. Tanzania was one of the first
tries to welcome the Peace Corps. Tha
of friendship continues. Tanzania is a
partner, as the President indicated, on 
all our major development initiatives. A
reflects our confidence in the people of 
nia that, with the right steps, Tanzania h
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potential to unlock new economic growth not
only in this country, but all across East Africa.

that can help lift people out of poverty and un-
lock economic growth.
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For example, Tanzanians continue to work
to strengthen their democracy. Parliament, op-
position groups, civil society groups, and jour-
nalists are all doing their part to advance the
good governance and transparency upon which
democracy and prosperity depend.

And I want to commend President Kikwete
on your reform efforts to strengthen institu-
tions, improve the delivery of basic services,
and make government more responsive to the
Tanzanian people. And I also want to salute
you and President Shein of Zanzibar and the
Tanzanian people for embarking on a vital con-
stitutional process that will determine the fu-
ture of this nation and its democracy.

Now, President Kikwete and I agreed to
keep tackling the hurdles of greater economic
growth, starting with the sector where the vast
majority of Tanzanians work, and that’s in the
agricultural sector. As has been mentioned,
our Feed the Future program has allowed us
to work together to help more than 14,000
farmers here to better manage their crops and
increase their yields by almost 50 percent. That
means higher incomes and a ladder for families
and communities to greater prosperity. And
we’re very proud of the work we’ve done with
the Tanzanian Government.

We discussed the importance of creating op-
portunities for Tanzanian youth, and I’m hope-
ful that young men and women here will apply
for the new fellows program that I’ve an-
nounced this week so that we can partner with
them as we seek new ways to serve, working
with young people, their communities, and to
help them start new companies and create new
jobs.

I want to congratulate Tanzania on nearing
completion of the largest Millennium Chal-
lenge Compact in the world, which has bene-
fited millions of Tanzanians with new roads
and improved access to water and electricity.
And Tanzania is also one of the first four coun-
tries selected for our Partnership for Growth,
and its investments in key areas—new and im-
proved roads, reforms to the energy sector—

And I’m also pleased that Tanzania is
to be one of the first participants in the n
fort that I announced yesterday, Power 
with its goal of doubling access to elec
This will mean more reliable and affo
electricity for more Tanzanians, and it’s
thing that we want to spread all across th
tinent. Later today, I’ll be announcing a
initiative to improve trade with and with
rica, starting here with the East African
munity.

On health, we’re going to continue o
forts, which are saving lives. Here in Tan
we’re working together; we’ve seen dr
decreases in malaria and child deaths 
because of the support that we’ve been 
provide. Fewer people are being infecte
HIV, more people are being treated. 
reaching more than 1.2 million Tanz
with care and support through PEPFA
cluding more than 500,000 vulnerable ch
and orphans. So we’re going to keep u
fight.

Regionally, I thanked President Kikw
Tanzania’s contribution to security, inc
its peacekeepers in Darfur and the Con
the Congo, we agreed that all parties n
implement their commitments unde
framework for peace, that armed group
to lay down their arms and human right
ers need to be held accountable. And 
much want to commend President Kikw
well, for the leadership role that he’s pla
the Southern African Development Com
ty on the issue of Zimbabwe. We agree th
threats and intimidation of citizens are
ceptable and must stop and that furth
forms are needed to create the conditio
free, fair, and credible elections that w
Zimbabwe on a path of success and pros

And finally, we discussed an issue th
separable from Africa’s identity and pros
and that’s its wildlife. Tourists from arou
world, including the United States, 
here—especially to Tanzania—to expe
its natural beauty and its national park
that’s obviously an important part of the 
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my of this country. But poaching and traffick-
ing is threatening Africa’s wildlife, so today I is-

able to get them to market because of new
roads. 
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sued a new Executive order to better organize
U.S. Government efforts in this fight so that
we can cooperate further with the Tanzanian
Government and others. And this includes ad-
ditional millions of dollars to help countries
across the region build their capacity to meet
this challenge, because the entire world has a
stake in making sure that we preserve Africa’s
beauty for future generations.

So again, Mr. President, thank you so much
for your leadership and for your commitment
to the partnership between our two nations.
We’ve covered a lot of ground today. One last
point I need to make, and that is, the President
and I are both basketball fans. We did not dis-
cuss Hasheem Thabeet, who plays in the NBA,
but maybe next time we’ll have a chance to talk
about that. [Laughter] So asante. Asante sana.

Tanzania/U.S. Foreign Aid/Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation

Moderator. Excellencies, thank you very
much for your excellent remarks. And now,
with your permission, I’ll open the floor to the
media. As mentioned earlier, whoever asks his
question need to identify himself or herself.
Tell us your name, your affiliation, and ask
your question. The floor is open. Peter.

Q. Your Excellencies, my name is Peter Am-
bilikile from Jambo Leo newspaper. My ques-
tion is from both of you, starting with President
Obama. President Obama, are you satisfied
with the aid that your country provides to Tan-
zania, especially the MCC? Second question
goes to President Kikwete. Do you believe that
U.S. aid is doing enough to support our coun-
try, Tanzania? That’s all, thanks.

President Obama. Well, not only do I think
that what we’re doing is important, but we
have proof that U.S. assistance is making a dif-
ference. Because of our programs, you’ve re-
duced incidence of malaria. Because of our
programs, you’ve reduced child and infant
mortality. Because of our programs, there are
roads that are being built here; farmers are
seeing crops with better yields and are better

The MCC, I think, has been so suc
here in Tanzania that phase one is nea
pletion, and I know that Tanzania is go
be eligible for applying for phase two
when it comes to Power Africa, the ne
gram that I’m announcing, I think there’
mous potential here in Tanzania to sta
ting electricity out into villages in rural
more reliable service that can then powe
ufacturing, power new businesses, whic
ates more jobs, creates more demand. A
can do it using clean energy and not jus
of the traditional sources.

Now, what I would say is—and I’ve sa
throughout Africa—now we are lookin
new model that’s based not just on aid a
sistance, but on trade and partnership. A
creasingly, what we want to do is use wh
monies that we’re providing to build ca
So we don’t want to just provide the me
we want to help build the health infr
tures that allow Tanzanians to improve
overall health systems. 

We don’t want to just provide food, w
to increase food self-sufficiency. Wh
comes to power, we’re not just building
plants ourselves, we’re working with th
ous governments that are involved to
about what are the laws and regulation
are required to sustain it and how do we
age the private sector to put more mon
So for—we’re coming up with 7, 8 billio
lars of U.S. Government money on our 
Africa program, but we’re also already o
ing about $9 billion worth of commi
from the private sector. 

So, ultimately, the goal here is for Af
build Africa for Africans. And our job is 
partner in that process, and Tanzania ha
one of our best partners. 

President Kikwete. I think the issue o
fied with MCC should have come—
have been asked me. MCC has been a gr
sistance from the United States Governm
the people of Tanzania. There are thre
tors here. 
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There is the road sector. And a good thing
about the MCC is that we decide on the areas

ing today, 5 to 1, now reduced to 3 to 1. So the
list is endless. We have a lot of support. We are
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or the sectors that we need assistance. But
even we decide on where. For example, in the
case of roads, there are roads that we have spo-
ken—we’ve talked to many donors who are not
ready to support us. But when you said there is
going to be support on roads, I said, let’s try
these roads. Let’s see what the Americans are
going to say. The Americans said, fine, if you
think you need these roads, fine, we’ll give you
the money. 

Those Tanzanians, fellow Tanzanians know
Namtumbo, Songea, Binga, Tunduma, Sum-
bawanga, Tanga, Horo Horo, the roads in the
Pemba. But we chose those roads, because
these roads are actually in our breadbasket ar-
eas. This is where we get the corn: Ruvuma,
Rukwa, Mbeya. We decided—we chose the
U.S. to assist us to increase water supply to Dar
es Salaam. It was our decision. The project is
now being implemented. With our electricity,
we said one of our biggest problems is access
to electricity for people in the rural areas. The
U.S. said, fine. We have a grid of 10 regions in
Tanzania. Coverage of electricity has increased
from 10 percent to 21 percent. It’s phenome-
nal increase. 

So I want to underscore the fact that I’m sat-
isfied with the support from MCC. Is the U.S.
doing enough? The U.S. has done a lot. But if I
say they have done enough, then the President
will not listen to my new requests. [Laughter]
But so far, so good. [Laughter] 

Death from malaria have—has declined by
over 50 percent. Infant mortality rates have de-
clined. HIV infections have declined. Through
the PMTCT, Prevention of Mother-to-Child
Transmission, more children borne by HIV-in-
fected mothers are born free of the disease. 

More people now—the U.S. has supported
us with over 2 million books. And today I asked
the President, we want another 2 or 4 million.
He says, you talk to our—and I have seen from
their faces that they are in agreement with the
President. [Laughter] But so that when it
comes to science and mathematics books, we’ll
have every Tanzanian child have a book of his
or her own, instead of the ratios they are talk-

very appreciative; we are really very th
It has really helped change the lives of ou
ple. But if they can do more, please. [L
ter]

Egypt/Former President George W. Bush
ident’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief

White House Press Secretary James F
Carney. The first question from the Am
press corps is Jonathan Karl of ABC.

Q. Mr. President, President Kikwete,
you very much. Mr. President, these sce
Egypt suggest that Muhammad Mursi a
Muslim Brotherhood Government hav
the support of the Egyptian people. Wh
saw similar protesting against Mubara
called on Mubarak to step down. By 
counts, these protests are even bigger. 
question is, is it time for Mursi to go? An
any of this cause you to reconsider th
dreds of millions of dollars—even billi
dollars—in aid the United States gives M
Government?

And, President Kikwete, if I can ask
and actually both of you—to comment 
significance of President Obama’s trip h
Africa and the fact that tomorrow we w
in what I believe is a first, two U.S. Pres
President Bush and President Obama, t
er in a public appearance here in Tanzan

President Obama. Obviously, we’re a
cerned about what’s happening in Egyp
we’ve been monitoring it very closely
commitment to Egypt has never been a
any particular individual or party. Our co
ment has been to a process. And when I
position that it was time for Egypt to tran
it was based on the fact that Egypt had n
democratic government for decades, i
And that’s what the people were calling 

They went through an election proces
by all accounts, were legitimate. And Mr
si was elected. And the U.S. Governmen
tude has been, we would deal with a dem
ically elected Government. What we’v
said is that democracy is not just abou
tions, it’s also about how are you workin
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an opposition; how do you treat dissenting
voices; how do you treat minority groups. And

fashion. But our position has always been, it’s
not our job to choose who Egypt’s leaders are.

ces are
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what is clear right now is that although Mr.
Mursi was elected democratically, there’s more
work to be done to create the conditions in
which everybody feels that their voices are
heard and that the Government is responsive
and truly representative. 

And so what we’ve encouraged the Govern-
ment to do is to reach out to the opposition and
work through these issues in a political process.
It’s not the U.S. job to determine what that
process is. But what we have said is, go through
processes that are legitimate and observe rule
of law.

Now, obviously, we’ve been watching these
big protests. Our number-one priority has
been making sure that our Embassies and con-
sulates are protected. Number two, what we’ve
consistently insisted on is that all parties in-
volved—whether it’s members of Mr. Mursi’s
party or the opposition—that they remain
peaceful. And although we have not seen the
kind of violence that many had feared so far,
the potential remains there, and everybody has
to show restraint.

I should add, by the way, we have seen many
reports of women being assaulted in these pro-
tests. And for those who are participating in
these protests or marches, assaulting women
does not qualify as peaceful protests.

So we’re going to continue to work with all
parties inside of Egypt to try to channel this
through legal, legitimate processes. But I do
think that if the situation is going to resolve it-
self for the benefit of Egypt over the long
term, then all the parties there have to step
back from maximalist positions. Democracies
don’t work when everybody says, it’s the other
person’s fault and I want 100 percent of what I
want.

And the good thing about the United States
and other mature democracies is, you work
through processes that force compromise, and
those get institutionalized. But look, we’ve had
200-plus years of practice at it. This is still new
in Egypt. And so they’re going to have to work
through these things. The key is making sure
that they don’t work through them in a violent

We do want to make sure that all the voi
heard and it’s done in a peaceful way.

I know you directed the question to
dent Kikwete, but my appearance with
dent Bush tomorrow—and I know the
Lady is going to be seeing Laura Bush—
this is just another opportunity for me t
erate what I said in South Africa yes
when we were at an HIV/AIDS clinic th
saved lives because of the U.S. PEPFA
gram that President Bush started. I think
one of his crowning achievements. 

Because of the commitment of the Bu
ministration and the American people, m
of people’s lives have been saved. Antir
ral drugs have been made available to 
who didn’t have them before, and they, 
they were infected with the disease, cou
forward to a decent life. Children have
able to avoid infection because of that
And we’ve continued that work, and we 
ing to continue that work.

One thing I do think is worth mentio
that there’s been some suggestion that 
how we’ve reduced our commitment 
The fact of the matter is, is that we are s
four times the number of people today th
were when PEPFAR first began. But b
we’ve gotten better at it and more effic
it, we’re doing it at reduced costs, an
we’re not taking that money out of 
health. What we’re doing is we’re put
back into things like tuberculosis and m
alleviation, which is making sure that
people’s lives are saved because HIV/A
not the only disease that is affecting 
here in Africa. And you have public hea
ses in some of these other areas as well. 

But this indicates how timely the PE
program was. And the bipartisan suppo
it has received has been extraordinar
President Bush deserves enormous cre
that. And so I’m looking forward to bein
on African soil, to once again thank him 
half of the American people for showin
American generosity and foresight cou
up making a real difference in people’s l
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Egypt/U.S. Foreign Aid Q. My name is Saleh Manemilongo from
National Radio and Television in Democratic
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Q. And the U.S. aid to Egypt?
President Obama. Well, Jonathan, I have to

say that your numbers on U.S. aid to Egypt
were a little bit imprecise. We have some regu-
lar assistance that we provide Egypt. We have
some dollars that have been held up and have
to be approved by Congress. But the way we
make decisions about assistance to Egypt is
based on are they in fact following rule of law
and democratic procedures. And we don’t
make those decisions just by counting the
number of heads in a protest march, but we do
make decisions based on whether or not a gov-
ernment is listening to the opposition, main-
taining a free press, maintaining freedom of as-
sembly, not using violence or intimidation,
conducting fair and free elections. And those
are the kinds of things that we’re examining,
and we press the Egyptian Government very
hard on those issues.

President Kikwete. Is President Obama’s vis-
it significant? Very significant. Why am I say-
ing so? Africa needs the United States. The
United States needs Africa. And the only way
you can build this relationship is through ex-
change of visits, and visits at the highest level
speaks volumes about doing that. So I would
say the visit of President Obama to Africa con-
solidates existing relations, but also advances
them to greater heights for the mutual benefits
of our two countries and our two peoples.

President Bush and Madam Laura Bush are
visiting Tanzania. The George Bush Founda-
tion has programs supporting African First La-
dies in the work that they do in their respective
countries, particularly supporting women
groups and supporting girls with regards to ed-
ucation and empowerment.

Were we excited? In this, we have the Presi-
dent and the former President in Tanzania at
the same time. It’s a blessing to this country.

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Moderator. Mr. President, thank you. We’ll
take a second question now, and I’ll call on
Saleh Manemilongo to ask the question.

Republic of Congo. My question to Pre
Obama: Mr. President, there has be
peace in Congo for almost 20 years now
powerful nation in the world and a perm
member of the Security Council with a
influence to major players of the Cong
flict, how is the U.S. going to assist DR
the Great Lakes to reach a permanent 
Thank you.

President Obama. Well, the people o
go need a chance. They need a fair cha
live their lives, raise their families, and th
ven’t had that opportunity because of co
conflict and war for way too many year
of course, the tragedy is compounded 
fact that Congo is so rich in natural res
and potential, but because of this constan
flict and instability, the people of Con
ven’t benefited from that.

I want to congratulate, again, Presiden
wete and others who have helped to s
peace framework. Because one of the 
that I’ve said throughout this trip is, the U
States doesn’t seek to impose solutions o
ca. We want to work with Africans to fin
tions to some of these ongoing security a
gional problems.

And so the fact that you now have a
framework that the various parties have 
onto is critical. But it can’t just be a p
paper; there has to be followthrough. A
one of the things that I discussed with
dent Kikwete is how we can encourage 
parties concerned to follow through on
mitments that they’ve made in order to
about a lasting solution inside of Congo
means, for example, that President Kab
side of Congo, he has to do more and 
when it comes to dealing with the DRC
pacity on security issues and delivery of 
es. And that’s very important, beca
there’s a continuing vacuum there, the
vacuum sometimes gets filled by acto
don’t have the best interests of Congo at
And we’re prepared to work the Unite
tions and regional organizations and oth
help him build capacity.
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The countries surrounding the Congo,
they’ve got to make commitments to stop fund-

African countries themselves that have to fol-
low up on the commitments that they’ve al-
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ing armed groups that are encroaching on the
territorial integrity and sovereignty of the Con-
go. And they’ve signed onto a piece of paper
now; now the question is, do they follow
through?

And so we’re prepared to work with any-
body to try to make this happen. Ultimately,
though, the countries involved have to recog-
nize, it is in their self-interest to do so. We
can’t force a solution onto the region. The peo-
ples of the region have to stand up and say
that’s enough; it’s time to move forward in a
different way. And by the way, that means
holding those who’ve committed gross human
rights abuses accountable for what they’ve
done.

But there’s an opportunity for peace here.
And the countries surrounding the Congo
should recognize that if the Congo stabilizes,
that will improve the prospects for their
growth and their prosperity, because right
now, it’s as if you have a millstone around your
neck. If you have one of the biggest countries
in terms of geography in all of Africa with all
these natural resources, but it’s constantly a
problem as opposed to being part of the solu-
tion, everybody suffers.

Tanzania should be doing more trade with
the DRC. Rwanda should be doing more trade
and commerce with the DRC. One of the
things we’re talking about it how do we get
more intra-Africa trade, because if countries
like Tanzania are going to improve their eco-
nomic position in the globe, the first thing they
have to do is to make sure they can trade with
each other more effectively. All right?

Right now in Africa—this is true not just in
Tanzania, but in Kenya and Uganda and other
places—it’s easier to send flowers or coffee to
Europe than it is to send it across the way. And
that means that fewer businesses are getting
started and fewer jobs are being created.

So we want to work with the existing inter-
national structures like the United Nations,
and we’re supportive of the brigade that’s been
shaped and in which Tanzania is making a con-
tribution. But ultimately, it’s going to be the

ready made.

[At this point, a reporter began asking a
tion.]

President Obama. Hold on, hold on 
ond.

Press Secretary Carney. Sorry. I thi
American press corps has the next ques
goes to Kristen Welker of NBC News.

Former National Security Agency Con
Edward J. Snowden/National Security 
cy’s Electronic Surveillance Program

Q. President Obama, President Ki
thank you very much. President Obam
first question goes to you, and I want 
your reaction to a breaking news alert th
came in a few minutes ago. According 
uters, a senior Russian security officia
that you and President Putin have ask
FBI and FSB to seek a solution on Sno
so can you confirm that report? 

Also, the latest leaks by Edward Sn
suggest the United States have been m
ing the phone and e-mail records of its a
the EU. So is the United States spying
European allies? Also, France and other
tries are demanding an explanation
France saying that free trade talks co
threatened. So how can you reassure y
lies to make sure that free trade talks
threatened and that your relations abro
not damaged? And what will the Fede
sponse be to the 19 firefighters who
killed in Arizona? Thank you.

And to President Kikwete, did you d
with President Obama the Tanzanian dip
who was stationed in Washington, DC
fined a million dollars for holding a w
against her will as a domestic servant? 
person still an adviser to you, and does 
sue in any way undercut your ability t
human trafficking in your great co
Thank you, to both of you. 

President Obama. Well, I can confirm
cause I said so, I think, at the beginning
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trip in one of the first questions that was
asked—that we have gone through regular law

The other was very narrowly tailored to deal
with threats like terrorism, proliferation, and
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enforcement channels in enforcing the extradi-
tion request that we’ve made with respect to
Mr. Snowden. And that’s been true with all the
countries that have been involved, including
Russia. And so there have been high-level dis-
cussions with the Russians about trying to find
a solution to the problem. 

We don’t have an extradition treaty with
Russia. On the other hand, Mr. Snowden, we
understand, has traveled there without a valid
passport, without legal papers. And we are
hopeful that the Russian Government makes
decisions based on the normal procedures re-
garding international travel and the normal in-
teractions that law enforcement have. So I can
confirm that. 

With respect to the latest article that, in
part, I gather, is prompted by Mr. Snowden’s
leaks, we’re still evaluating the article because
the problem is that these things come out in
dribs and drabs. We don’t know necessarily
what they’re referred—what programs they’re
referring to; we don’t know how they’re
sourced. And so what I’ve said is, to my team,
take a look at this article, figure out what they
may or may not be talking about, and then
what we’ll do is we’ll communicate to our allies
appropriately.

But I’ll make some general points. So I’m
not going to comment on any particular allega-
tion, but I’ll make a couple of general points.
Number one, the Europeans are some of the
closest allies that we have in the world. And we
work with them on everything, and we share
intelligence constantly. And our primary con-
cerns are the various security threats that may
have an impact on both our countries. 

The initial two programs that were of con-
cern as a consequence of the Snowden leak
had to do with a very particular issue, and that
is, were we going around snooping and reading
people’s e-mails and listening to people’s
phone calls, whether that was in the United
States or in Europe. And I responded to that
when I was in Europe, in Germany, explaining
that one program had to do with telephone
numbers that were exchanged without content.

that all of this was done legally and und
supervision of the FISA Court. So tha
set of issues. 

Now, there’s a second set of issues th
article seems to be raising, and that is ho
intelligence services operate generally a
the world. And I think we should stipula
every intelligence service—not just ou
every European intelligence service, 
Asian intelligence service, wherever the
intelligence service—here’s one thin
they’re going to be doing: They’re going
trying to understand the world bette
what’s going on in world capitals arou
world from sources that aren’t av
through the New York Times or NBC 
that they are seeking additional insight b
what’s available through open sources. 

The—and if that weren’t the case
there would be no use for an intelligen
vice. And I guarantee you that in Eur
capitals, there are people who are inte
in, if not what I had for breakfast, at leas
my talking points might be should I e
meeting with their leaders. That’s how 
gence services operate. 

So I don’t know what is precisely in th
cle. I’ve asked my team and the NSA to
ate everything that’s being claimed. Wh
have an answer, we will make sure to p
all the information that our allies wan
what exactly the allegations have been. 

But I can—here’s one last thing I’ll sa
the end user of this kind of intelligence.
I want to know what Chancellor Me
thinking, I will call Chancellor Merke
want to know what President Holla
thinking on a particular issue, I’ll call Pre
Hollande. If I want to know what David
eron is thinking, I’ll call David Cameron
mately, we work so closely together that 
almost no information that’s not share
tween our various countries.

And—but I do think it’s important for
body analytically to separate this issue, w
how our intelligence service is gathering
mation about the world versus the par
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programs that were initially the cause of this
controversy, which I was responding to when I

who later we recalled. This incident involves a
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Arizona Wildfires

Q. And the wildfires?
The President. Oh, thank you. See, this is

what happens when I’ve got too many ques-
tions. [Laughter] Obviously, the news is heart-
breaking. And our thoughts and prayers go out
to the families of the brave firefighters who are
out there.

This is one more reminder of the fact that
our first responders, they put their lives on the
line every single day. And every time we have a
community in crisis, a disaster strikes, we’ve
got people in need. Firefighters, law enforce-
ment officers, they run towards the danger.
And so we are heartbroken about what hap-
pened. Obviously, we’re prepared to provide
any support we can in investigating exactly how
this took place. 

I think we’re going to have to ask ourselves a
set of broader questions about how we’re han-
dling increasingly deadly and difficult fire-
fights. Wildfires have been continually escalat-
ing at higher and higher cost, and putting more
and more pressure not only on the Federal fire
services, but also on State and local fire servic-
es. And we’re going to have to think about
what more we can do on that front. But for
now, I think what we’re most concerned about
is how painful these losses are. 

President Kikwete. The question that was di-
rected to me: Yes, I am aware of a situation in
Washington that involved one of our diplomats

took her with them to help her get edu
and support her—make it in life. And 
think there was a conflict within the 
and then this young lady accused the br
in-law and the sister of using her for ch
free, cheap labor. 

The court decided on a 1 million fi
amount which, for a Tanzanian, there is 
that he can afford to pay. See, even the
dent here—the President—when I reti
retirement benefits cannot pay that, b
we get far less. Then, I think there was 
sideration for this gentleman to pay $17
which, as far as I know, has already bee
So that matter has been put to rest. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference
at 5:09 p.m. at the State House. In his re
the President referred to Hasheem Th
center, National Basketball Association’s
homa City Thunder; President Muha
Mursi of Egypt; former First Lady Laura
Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany;
dent François Hollande of France; and
Minister David Cameron of the United
dom. He also referred to Executive 
13648, which is listed in Appendix D at t
of this volume. President Kikwete refer
former Tanzanian diplomat Alan S. M
his former housekeeper Zipora Mazeng
his wife Stella Mzengi. Reporters refer
former President Mohamed Hosni Mub
Egypt; and Security Council Secretary N
Platonovich Patrushev and President Vl
Vladimirovich Putin of Russia.

Statement on the Wildfires in Arizona
July 1, 2013

Yesterday 19 firefighters were killed in the line
of duty while fighting a wildfire outside Yarnell,
Arizona. They were heroes: highly skilled profes-
sionals who, like so many across our country do
every day, selflessly put themselves in harm’s way
to protect the lives and property of fellow citizens
they would never meet. In recent days, hundreds
of firefighters have battled extremely dangerous

blazes across Arizona and the Southwes
Federal Government is already assisting, 
will remain in close contact with State an
officials to provide the support they need. 
day Michelle and I join all Americans in s
our thoughts and prayers to the families o
brave firefighters and all whose lives hav
upended by this terrible tragedy.
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Remarks to African Business Leaders in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
July 1, 2013
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The President. Thank you. Good evening,
everybody. Please, please have a seat. I apolo-
gize that we’re a little bit late, but some of your
colleagues had many things to say, and they
were all extremely valuable. And I wanted to
spend at least as much time listening as I was
speaking.

Let me begin by expressing our gratitude to
President Kikwete and the people of Dar es
Salaam and Tanzania for their incredible hos-
pitality. Thank you to our hosts, the Corporate
Council on Africa, for bringing us here togeth-
er. And I want to acknowledge the Secretary
General of the East Africa Community, Rich-
ard Sezibera, and the President of the African
Development Bank, Donald Kaberuka. I want
to thank both of them for their incredible lead-
ership. So please give them a round of ap-
plause.

And I want to welcome all of you who have
come from across the region—Kenya, Uganda,
Rwanda, Burundi—and beyond, including the
United States.

I’m pleased to be joined by leaders from
across my administration, including my new
U.S. Trade Representative, Mike Froman.
Mike, where are you? The—stand up so every-
body knows—[applause]—because Mike will
be very busy working to increase trade and
commerce between the United States and Af-
rica. We’ve also got USAID Administrator Raj
Shah. We’ve got a son of Ethiopia who
achieved great success in America and now
leads our Millennium Challenge Corporation,
Daniel Yohannes. And President of the Ex-
port-Import Bank Fred Hochberg; Director of
U.S. Trade and Development Agency Lee Zak;
and our Executive Vice President of OPIC,
Mimi Alemayehou.

Now, we just had an opportunity to have a
terrific conversation with some of you about
what we can be doing together to promote in-
vestment between our countries and economic
growth here in Africa. And that’s what I want
to just speak on briefly today.

This is my final leg of my visit to Afric
at every stop, one of my main messag
been that even as this continent faces
challenges, this is also a moment of
promise for Africa. And it’s a tribute to 
traordinary drive and talents and dete
tion of Africans all across the continent. S
terday, in Cape Town, I said that I belie
creates opportunities for a new kind o
tionship between the United States and 
a partnership rooted in equality and sha
terests. And it starts by building on the
ress that we’re seeing and empowerin
cans to access even greater economic op
nity.

And that’s a worthy goal in its own rig
I’m also here because, in a global econom
fortunes are linked like never before. So
growth and opportunity in Africa can
more growth and opportunity in the U
States. And this is not charity, this is self
est. And that’s why a key element of m
gagement with Africa, and a key focus 
this trip, has been to promote trade and 
ment that can create jobs on both sides
Atlantic. And I believe we can accomplis
because we’ve got an enormous opportu
unleash the next era of African growth
many of you know it better than I b
you’re at the forefront of it.

Africa is home to many of the world’s
growing economies. Sectors like retail
com, and manufacturing are gaining 
And here in East Africa, over a decade, 
gion’s economy quadrupled. The worl
vesting in Africa like never before. I
we’re close to reaching a historic mil
where foreign aid to Africa is surpassed 
eign investment in Africa. And that’s
news.

And that growth is changing lives. P
rates are coming down. Incomes are goi
More Africans are joining a growing m
class. African consumers are spending
and creating new markets where we can
our goods.
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So I see Africa as the world’s next major eco-
nomic success story. And the United States

preneurs and merchants and farmers, includ-
ing women. And so I’m pleased that Mike Fro-
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wants to be a partner in that success. That’s
why OPIC has tripled its investments in Africa,
from hospitals in Ghana to biomass power gen-
eration right here in Tanzania. We launched a
campaign to encourage more American com-
panies to do business here. And we’ve in-
creased the value of our financing and support
for trade and investment dramatically, to more
than $7 billion.

And we’ve seen progress. Over the past de-
cade, under the African Growth and Opportu-
nity Act, African exports to the U.S. have
surged and support jobs across the continent.
Our exports to Africa have tripled, with Cater-
pillar, for example, from my home State of Illi-
nois, selling mining trucks to Mozambique.
Boeing’s selling airplanes to Kenya—Kenyan
Airways. America-made solar-powered water
treatment systems sold in Senegal and Camer-
oon, they’re supporting jobs back in Pennsylva-
nia.

So we’re making progress, but we’re here
because we know there’s a lot more work that
has to be done. There’s a lot of untapped po-
tential. The entire GDP of sub-Saharan Africa
is still less than $2 trillion, which is about the
same as Italy. Our entire trade with Africa is
about the same as our trade with Brazil or
South Korea, countries with a fraction of Afri-
ca’s population. Of all our exports to the world,
only about 2 percent goes to Africa. So I know
we could be doing much more together. And
let me suggest a few ways where we can make
progress.

First, to keep our trade growing, we need to
renew AGOA. But we’ve also got to make
some decisions about how we can make it
more effective. Today, the vast majority of our
trade with Africa is with just three countries:
South Africa, Nigeria, and Angola. We need to
broaden that. We need to make sure more Af-
ricans are taking advantage of the opportunity
to export to the United States. And one of the
best ways to do that is to make sure more Afri-
can goods can compete in the global market-
place. And that means more opportunities for
small and medium-sized companies and entre-

man will kick off this process at the next 
Forum next month in Addis.

But let me be candid: Improving AG
not going to be enough. The real answer
locking the next era of African growth is
Washington, it’s here in Africa. And duri
discussion with business leaders, we’
some terrific ideas about how we can r
that energy.

First of all, African governments are
to have to take the lead, not because the
ed States says so, because—but because
what works best. And for those willing
the hard work of the necessary reforms 
ate a vibrant market economy and busin
vironment, the United States is going t
steady and eager partner.

So, for example, the vast majority of A
working in agriculture, that’s potential th
not been fully tapped. So we need coun
plans that can attract private capital so
boosting the income of small farmers, 
can fuel broad-based economic growth a
50 million Africans from poverty, putting
money in the pockets of the agricultural 
small farmers, small shareholders. Sud
you’ve got customers for a whole ran
products, and that gives additional opp
ties for African manufacturers or telecom
panies or insurance. Tidjane, he always
me to talk about insurance. [Laughter]

Audience member. [Inaudible]
The President. Yes.
For the overwhelming number of A

who are young, we’ve got to make sure t
got skills and the networks and the cap
realize their ambitions. So that’s one of th
sons I’m announcing the expansion 
Young African Leaders Initiative, so we
vesting in the next generation of African
ers in government and nonprofits, but 
business.

We know that it has to become easie
business in Africa. This is something th
had extensive conversations about, and
you know this better than anyone. You’
ured out how to work around the cons
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but we need to tear down these constraints. It
still takes way too long—too many documents,

So that’s why yesterday I announced Power
Africa, our initiative to double access to elec-
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too much bureaucracy—just to start a busi-
ness, to build a new facility, to start exporting.
And one of the useful comments that came
during our discussion is, if we’re going to, for
example, build a lot of power around Africa,
we can’t have a 7-year timeframe for building a
power plant. We’ve got to move. Things have
to go faster. And government can have an im-
pact on that, for good or for ill.

So, as part of our partnership for growth,
we’re working with countries like Tanzania and
Ghana to make sure rules and regulations are
encouraging investment, not scaring it away.
And by the way, if we can synchronize region-
ally between countries so that there is some
standardization of how business gets done,
that’s helpful too, because then people don’t
have to try to figure out and unlock a different
bureaucracy and a different system and differ-
ent paperwork for even the most routine tasks.

We know that strengthening good gover-
nance is good business as well, and this is
something that I’ve been emphasizing
throughout my trip with leaders and with citi-
zens in Senegal and South Africa and now in
Tanzania. No one should have to pay a bribe to
start a business or ship their goods. You
shouldn’t have to hire somebody’s cousin who
doesn’t come to work just to get your job—get
your business done. [Laughter] You shouldn’t
have to do that.

So as part of our global effort against cor-
ruption, we’re working with countries across
Africa to improve governance, advance open
government, uphold the rule of law, because
trade will flow where rules are predictable and
investment is protected.

We also know that unleashing Africa’s eco-
nomic potential demands more access to elec-
tricity. That’s how businesses keep the light on.
That’s how communities can literally connect
to the global economy. And more than two-
thirds of the people in sub-Saharan Africa have
no access to electricity, even as Africa’s poten-
tial to produce energy is vast. And that’s unac-
ceptable in 2013.

tricity in sub-Saharan Africa. And I w
thank the African Development Bank 
partnership, as well as many companie
have stepped up with commitments, inc
some here. And I have to say, those who 
volved in this process, they continually 
the problem is not going to be private se
nancing. The problem is going to be 
the rules right, creating the framework w
by we can build to scale rapidly. That’
we’re committed to doing.

We’re starting with countries that are
ing progress already with reforms in the 
sector: Tanzania, Ethiopia, Kenya, N
Ghana, Uganda, Mozambique, and L
And with a focus on cleaner energy, we w
tially add 10,000 megawatts of new ele
generation, which expands electricity 
million homes and businesses.

We also know that many of the great
portunities for growth are often in m
right next door, right across the border.
it’s easier for you to sell to Europe than
the folks right next door, we’ve got a pr
That’s a constraint on African develo
and growths. So here in East Africa, by 
ing tariffs and pursuing a customs 
you’ve already doubled trade between
countries in recent years. But we’ve 
keep working. It should not take longer 
products between African countries t
does to ship to Europe. A company like
shouldn’t have to transport cars to Keny
South Africa by airplane because it’s so 
sive or unreliable to do it by road or by r
you’ve got to create a situation in which 
er to trade within Africa.

So today I’m announcing a new ini
Trade Africa, to boost trade with and 
Africa, starting with the East Africa Com
ty. And as part of this effort, we’ll nego
regional investment treaty with the EAC
launch a new program to facilitate trade
cusing on moving goods across borders
and cheaper. We’ll work with the countr
volved to modernize customs; move to 
more efficient border crossings; reduce 
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necks; reduce the roadblocks that stymie the
flow of goods to market.

and more trade between our countries. And
that’s what your companies represent. That’s
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And we’re focused on specific goals. So
moving goods faster between ports like Dar es
Salaam and Mombasa to Burundi and Rwanda
in the interior; or reducing the wait times that
truckers endure at the border; increasing East
African exports to the United States under
AGOA by 40 percent; and not simply increas-
ing trade within East Africa—doubling it.
That’s our aim. That’s what we’re—those are
the goals we’re setting for ourselves under
Trade Africa and here in East Africa. And we
intend to be—we intend this to be the founda-
tion for similar progress regionally that we can
do across the continent in years to come.

And finally, we’re going to sustain our ef-
forts. I’m making this trip early in my second
term because I intend for this to be the begin-
ning of a new level of economic engagement
with Africa. So I’m announcing today that my
new Commerce Secretary, Penny Pritzker, will
lead a major trade mission to Africa in her first
year. My Treasury Secretary and my Energy
Secretary will come to the region as well. We
will bring American investors and businesses
together in a major conference on doing busi-
ness in Africa. Other American trade missions
next year will focus on forging new partner-
ships in agriculture and energy and infrastruc-
ture. So across the board, we want to step up
our game.

And the bottom line is this: I want to make
sure we’re doing everything we can to encour-
age the new growth we’re seeing across Africa

what the incredible young men and w
from across Africa who I met at our tow
in Soweto represent. I was hearing their 
and the impact they’re already having a
tening to their hopes and seeing their de
nation to build their lives and their com
ties and their countries, and it just rein
everything I believe about Africa and it
ple.

If people across this continent are jus
a chance, if they’re just empowered w
skills and the resources and the capita
government is accelerating and advancin
opportunities as opposed to it being an im
ment, they can achieve extraordinary pr
And that’s what I believe. And I know
what you believe.

And that’s why the United States is go
keep investing in efforts that unleash th
tential and its greater—greatest natu
source, which is its citizens. When we d
absolutely convinced it won’t just mean
growth and opportunity for Africa, it wil
greater prosperity for the United States a
deed the world. So thank you very mu
participating. Appreciate it. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:30 p.m.
Hyatt Regency Dar es Salaam, The Ki
jaro. In his remarks, he referred to T
Thiam, group chief executive, Prudent
Secretary of Commerce Penny S. Pritzke
Secretary of Energy Ernest J. Moniz.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwe
Tanzania in Dar es Salaam
July 1, 2013

Well, President Kikwete, Madam First Lady,
distinguished guests: On behalf of myself and Mi-
chelle, our delegation, oura daughters, we want
to thank you for the incredible warmth and hospi-
tality with which you’ve greeted us throughout
the day. We could not be more grateful.

I am not the first American leader to visit
this beautiful country. Other Presidents and

prominent citizens have come before m
just came from South Africa, where R
Kennedy famously spoke of how every ti
stand up for an ideal, we send out a “tiny
of hope.” Less known is that after that 
South Africa, Robert Kennedy also cam
to Tanzania. It was a little different back
Kennedy and his wife Ethel rode in the b
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an open truck. The Secret Service has me and
Michelle inside a fortified limousine. We call it

tries must have. We live thousands of miles
apart, but as fellow human beings, we share a
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the Beast. [Laughter] As Kennedy’s truck
made its way through the crowds, he picked up
two boys and let them ride alongside them.
The Secret Service doesn’t let me do these
things. [Laughter] When Kennedy came, it was
a public holiday here. I apologize to Tanzani-
ans that you all had to work today. [Laughter]

But while have—while these times have
changed, the good feelings stay the same.
We’ve been deeply touched by the welcome
and the warm wishes from the Tanzanian peo-
ple: along the streets as we came in here, with
you tonight. Dar es Salaam means “harbor of
peace,” and we thank you for sharing that
sense of peace and brotherhood for which this
country and its people have long been known.

Mr. President, you’ve shown wisdom and
strength in seeking reforms so that more Tan-
zanians can enjoy progress, more opportunity.
And like me, you’re strengthened by a woman
who is a leader in her own right. I am told that
Mama Kikwete is fond of a traditional Tanzani-
an saying: “My neighbor’s child is my child.”
And that sentiment, I think, also captures the
feeling the partnership between our two coun-

sense of obligation to each other, espec
the youngest among us.

So you might say an American child
child. We might say a Tanzanian child
child. In this way, both of our nations 
looking after all of our children, and w
living out the vision of President Nyerer
core values that he proclaimed for Tanza
so describe what both our countries see
dom, unity, and peace—hekima, umo
amani.

So what I’d like to do is to propose a t
I can get my water here: To our graciou
zanian hosts, to our Tanzanian friends, 
wisdom, unity, and peace that we all s
the world. 

[At this point, President Obama offe
toast.]

Cheers.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:58 p.m.
State House. In his remarks, he refer
Salma Kikwete, wife of President Kikwe

Remarks at the Ubungo Symbion Power Plant in Dar es Salaam
July 2, 2013

Good morning, everybody. Please have a
seat. Well, it is wonderful to be here with Pres-
ident Kikwete. I want to thank everybody from
Ubungo Power Plant for this visit. We are here
today to focus on one of the biggest hurdles to
Africa’s economic development: the fact that
nearly 70 percent of Africans lack access to
electricity.

And that’s why in my speech in Cape Town,
I announced a major new initiative, Power Af-
rica, to double access to electricity here in Afri-
ca. Now, the first step that we’re going to take
is to try to bring electricity to 20 million homes
and businesses.

And this plant represents the kind of public-
private partnership that we want to replicate all
across the continent. This facility was idle. But
the Tanzanian Government, under President

Kikwete’s leadership, committed to mak
forms in the energy sector. With suppor
the Millennium Challenge grant, G
Electric, and Symbion, they got it up an
ning again. More Tanzanians got electric

So Power Africa embraces this mode
lic and private resources will be matche
projects led by African countries that a
ing the lead on reform. In this case, A
Governments commit to energy reform
U.S. is committing some $7 billion in su
and private sector companies have a
committed more than $9 billion. And 
just the beginning, because we look forw
even more companies joining this effort.

So this is a win-win. It’s a win for Af
Families get to electrify their homes; bu
es can run their plants; investors can say
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locate in an African country, that they’re going
to be able to power up in a reliable way. All this

move this approval process, clear the redtape,
make sure that the regulatory structure is in
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will make economies grow. It’s a win for the
United States because the investments made
here, including in cleaner energy, means more
exports for the U.S. and more jobs in the U.S.
And obviously, a growing market in Africa will
mean more opportunities for all countries.

And this reflects—is representative of my
new approach when it comes to development.
I believe that the purpose of development
should be to build capacity and to help other
countries actually stand on their own feet,
whether it’s in agriculture, in health systems, in
electricity. Instead of perpetual aid, develop-
ment has to fuel investment and economic
growth so that assistance is no longer necessary
or some of the more successful countries in Af-
rica can start being donors instead of recipients
of assistance.

But development isn’t just about big proj-
ects. Sometimes, simple ideas can bring about
transformational change. Some of you saw the
Soccket, the soccer ball that we were kicking
around that generates electricity as it’s kicked.
I don’t want to get too technical, but I thought
it was pretty cool. And this is developed by two
young women from the U.S., so Soccket turns
one of the most popular games in Africa into a
source of electricity and progress. And you can
imagine this in villages all across the continent.

So that’s just the example of the kind of cre-
ativity that is possible if we’ve got the public
sector and the private sector and the not-for-
profit sectors all working together.

Now, in order for this to work, though, we
all have to feel a sense of urgency. One of the
things, Mr. President, that I learned around
the business roundtable is: if we are going to
electrify Africa, we’ve got to do it with more
speed. We can’t have projects that take 7, 8, 9
years to be approved and to get on line. If
we’re going to make this happen, we’ve got to
cut through the redtape, and that can only hap-
pen with leadership like the leadership that
President Kikwete has shown.

We’ve got to be able to say, when the envi-
ronmental studies are done, when the planning
is done, when the paperwork is done, we can

place, and get these things up and runni
timely way. Because it’s hard to attract p
sector business if they feel as if their mo
going to be tied up forever in uncertain
we want to focus on speed, but we also w
do it right. And the United States intend
a strong partner in this process.

This is my last stop on my trip. We’re
to be heading home right after this. An
think about the week that we’ve spent 
think about the farmers in Senegal w
harnessing new technologies and, as a 
quence, increasing yields; women who 
off with 1 hectare now having 16 and do
or tripling their income and buying a 
for the first time, and suddenly, they’r
ploying people, and the entire commu
benefiting.

I think about amazing young Africans
saw at the town hall meeting down in S
and their eagerness to promote trade, n
to seek aid, to be entrepreneurs and star
nesses, and just hoping that the Govern
will support them and that the efforts 
made to increase transparency and ac
ability and to eliminate corruption.

I think about the visit here to Tanzan
incredible progress that’s been made in 
ing malaria and HIV and tuberculos
progress that’s been made in terms of 
tion and agricultural improvements, and
ress that’s being made as represented 
power plant.

And I think of all these things, and
leaders like President Kikwete who are m
every effort to do the right thing, and I
spired. Because I’m absolutely convince
with the right approach, Africa and its 
can unleash a new era of prosperity. And
what Power Africa is all about. That’
Feed the Future is all about. That’s w
our efforts are going to be about, is m
sure that Africans have the tools to cr
better life for their people and that the U
States is a partner in that process. It’s go
be good for Africa, it’s going to be good 
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United States, and it’s going to be good for the
world.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:58 a.m. at
Ubungo Plaza. In his remarks, he referred to
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So thank you very much, everyone. And
most of all, thank you, President Kikwete, for
your wonderful hospitality. Thank you.

Jessica O. Matthews, cofounder and ch
ecutive officer, and Julia Silverman, cofo
and advisory board member, Uncharted 

Statement on the Death of Former Representative William H. Gray III
July 2, 2013

Bill Gray was a trailblazer, proudly repre-
senting his beloved Philadelphia in Congress
for over a decade as the first African American
to chair the Budget Committee and to serve as
the Majority Whip. Bill’s extraordinary leader-
ship, on issues from housing to transportation
to supporting efforts that ended apartheid in
South Africa, made our communities, our

country, and our world a more just plac
chelle and I extend our deepest sympat
Bill’s family, especially to his wife Andr
their three sons.

NOTE: The statement referred to Andr
Gray, Justin Y. Gray, and William H. G
sons of former Rep. Gray.

Statement on the Situation in Egypt
July 3, 2013

As I have said since the Egyptian revolution,
the United States supports a set of core princi-
ples, including opposition to violence, protec-
tion of universal human rights, and reform that
meets the legitimate aspirations of the people.
The United States does not support particular
individuals or political parties, but we are com-
mitted to the democratic process and respect
for the rule of law. Since the current unrest in
Egypt began, we have called on all parties to
work together to address the legitimate griev-
ances of the Egyptian people, in accordance
with the democratic process and without re-
course to violence or the use of force.

The United States is monitoring the very
fluid situation in Egypt, and we believe that ul-
timately, the future of Egypt can only be deter-
mined by the Egyptian people. Nevertheless,
we are deeply concerned by the decision of the
Egyptian Armed Forces to remove President
Mursi and suspend the Egyptian Constitution.
I now call on the Egyptian military to move
quickly and responsibly to return full authority
back to a democratically elected civilian gov-
ernment as soon as possible through an inclu-
sive and transparent process and to avoid any
arbitrary arrests of President Mursi and his

supporters. Given today’s developme
have also directed the relevant depar
and agencies to review the implications
U.S. law for our assistance to the Gover
of Egypt.

The United States continues to believ
ly that the best foundation for lasting stab
Egypt is a democratic political order wi
ticipation from all sides and all political p
secular and religious, civilian and military
ing this uncertain period, we expect the m
to ensure that the rights of all Egyptia
and women are protected, including th
to peaceful assembly, due process, and fr
fair trials in civilian courts. Moreover, th
of any political process should be a gover
that respects the rights of all people, m
and minority; that institutionalizes the 
and balances upon which democracy de
and that places the interests of the 
above party or faction. The voices of al
who have protested peacefully must be 
including those who welcomed today’s de
ments and those who have supported Pre
Mursi. In the interim, I urge all sides to
violence and come together to ensure th
ing restoration of Egypt’s democracy.
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No transition to democracy comes without
difficulty, but in the end it must stay true to the

standing partnership between the United
States and Egypt is based on shared interests
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will of the people. An honest, capable, and rep-
resentative government is what ordinary Egyp-
tians seek and what they deserve. The long-

and values, and we will continue to wor
the Egyptian people to ensure that E
transition to democracy succeeds.

The President’s Weekly Address
July 4, 2013

Hi, everybody. I hope you all had a safe and
happy Fourth of July filled with parades and
cookouts, fireworks and family reunions.

We celebrated at the White House with a
few hundred members of the military and their
families. And we took a moment amid the fes-
tivities to remember what our Independence
Day is all about: what happened 237 years ago
and what it meant to the world.

On July 4, 1776, a small band of patriots de-
clared that we were a people created equal,
free to think and worship and live as we please.
It was a declaration heard around the world:
that we were no longer colonists, we were
Americans, and our destiny would not be de-
termined for us, it would be determined by us.

It was a bold and tremendously brave thing to
do. It was also nearly unthinkable. At the time,
kings and princes and emperors ruled the world.
But those patriots were certain that a better way
was possible. And to achieve it, to win their free-
dom, they were willing to lay it all on the line:
their lives, their fortunes, their sacred honor.
They fought a revolution. Few would have bet on
their side to win, but for the first of many times
to come, America proved the doubters wrong.

And now, 237 years later, the United
States—this improbable Nation—is the great-
est in the world: a land of liberty and opportu-
nity, a global defender of peace and freedom, a
beacon of hope to people everywhere who

cherish those ideals. Generations of Ame
made our country what it is today—f
and teachers, engineers and laborers, 
preneurs and elected leaders—people fr
walks of life, from all parts of the wo
pulling in the same direction.

And now we, the people, must mak
task our own: to live up to the words 
Declaration of Independence and secure
ty and opportunity for our own childre
for future generations.

I want to say a special word of thanks
men and women of our military, who
played such a vital role in the story of o
tion. You have defended us at hom
abroad. And you fought on our Nation’s
to make the world a better, safer place. 
in scattered corners of the world are liv
peace today, free to write their own futur
cause of you. We are grateful for your 
and your sacrifice, especially those still s
in harm’s way and your families here at h

So God bless you all, and may God bl
United States of America.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 3:05 p.m. on July 3 in the East R
the White House for broadcast on July 
transcript was made available by the Of
the Press Secretary on July 3, but was e
goed for release until 6 a.m. on July 4.

Remarks at an Independence Day Celebration
July 4, 2013

The President. Come on out, guys. [Ap-
plause] Hello, everybody. 

Audience members. Hello!
The President. Welcome to the White

House. And happy Fourth of July!

So we’ve tried to plan a proper Fourth
ly celebration. We’re grilling some food.
got the fireworks coming. We’ve got 
music. The band Fun is here with us 
And we’ve got multiple groups from
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Marine Band. We’ve got the Marine concert
band. We’ve got the Dixieland band. We’ve got

And we have also earned it—you have
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the marching band. And we’ve got Free Coun-
try, the country band.

So we hope everybody has a great time. We
are incredibly grateful for your service, and
we’re thankful that you get a chance to spend
the Fourth here with us. And by the way, it’s
Malia’s birthday, so she is appreciative that
you’re all going to be wishing her a happy
birthday as well.

So I don’t want to keep you from the food,
but let me just say this. There are children all
over the world right now asking their parents
what’s so special about today. And maybe some
of those little ones are running around even
here in the South Lawn, thinking, well, this is
just an excuse for some hotdogs. [Laughter]
But it’s worth remembering what happened
237 years ago on this date and what it meant to
the world.

On July 4, 1776, a small band of patriots de-
clared that we were a people created equal,
free to think and worship and live as we please;
that our destiny would not be determined for
us, it would be determined by us. And it was
bold, and it was brave. And it was unprece-
dented; it was unthinkable. At that time in hu-
man history, it was kings and princes and em-
perors who made decisions.

But those patriots knew there was a better
way of doing things, that freedom was possible,
and that to achieve their freedom, they’d be
willing to lay down their lives, their fortunes,
their honor. And so they fought a revolution.
And few would have bet on their side, but for
the first time of many times to come, America
proved the doubters wrong.

And now, 237 years later, this improbable
experiment in democracy, the United States of
America, stands as the greatest nation on
Earth. And what makes us great is, not our size
or our wealth, but our values and our ideals
and the fact that we’re willing to fight for them.
A land of liberty and opportunity, a global de-
fender of peace and freedom, a beacon of hope
for people everywhere who cherish those ide-
als.

folks who are willing to fight for those 
we’ve been able to not only preserve and
more perfect this Union, but also try to 
that light elsewhere. You, the fighting m
women of the United States, and thos
came before you, you’ve played a specia
You’ve defended our Nation at hom
abroad. You fought for our Nation’s be
make the world a better and safer place
ple in scattered corners of the world 
peace today, are free to write their ow
tures, because of you.

And we’ve got all of you here today. 
got Army. We’ve got Navy. We’ve g
Force. We’ve got Marines. We’ve got
Guard. And we’ve got National Guard. 
all right, National Guard, we love you to

And up here with me are incredibly c
and brave men and women from each 
branch. And we salute you, one and all. 
lute our soldiers, like Specialist Heidi 
who, when she was wounded by an IED
ghanistan, gave lifesaving treatment to a
injured soldier, and then another. She 
be ordered to stop and get treatment fo
self when the medevac aircraft arrived. A
her courage she was awarded a Bronz
Give her a big round of applause.

We salute our sailors, like Petty Offic
Marcinkowski, who serves wounded war
Walter Reed, coordinating their care an
porting their families throughout their re
ies. Thank you, Joe.

We salute our airmen, like Staff Se
Adam Ybarra, who helped save 9 lives
combat search and mission rescues in Af
stan in 2012. Give Adam a big round 
plause.

We salute our Marines, like Corporal 
Fifer, who was shot five times in an at
Helmand Province and is staying on to s
a Marine Corps drill instructor.

And we salute our Coasties, including
Officer Randy Haba, who was one of th
responders to rescue the crew of a ship 
coast of North Carolina when Hurricane
struck and saved the lives of five mariner
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So every day, men and women like them,
and like all of you, are carrying forward the

And on behalf of all Americans, I want to say
thank you and wish you all a very, very happy
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Sandy,
ideals that inspired that American Dream 237
years ago. Defending our Nation and our free-
doms with strength and with sacrifice is your
daily charge. And it’s the charge of all of us, the
charge of all who serve worldwide, including
our troops that are still in harm’s way and their
families back home. They serve too. And so we
think of them, we pray for them.

Fourth of July. You’ve earned it. So Go
you. God bless your families. God ble
United States of America.

And with that, let me turn it back over
Marine Band.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:58 p.m.
South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks on Government Reform 
July 8, 2013

Everybody, please have a seat. Well, thank
you so much.

Back in 2007, when I was first running for
this office, I had the opportunity to visit Google
headquarters in Mountain View, in Silicon Val-
ley, to discuss ways we could use technology to
allow more citizens to participate in their de-
mocracy and bring a Government built largely
in the 20th century into the 21st century.

After all, we had already set out to build a
new type of campaign, one that used technolo-
gy to bring people together and then trusted
them with that technology to organize on their
own. And the idea was simple: Instead of
bringing more people to the campaign, we
wanted to bring the campaign to more people
and let them determine its course and its na-
ture. If you wanted to make phone calls or
knock on doors, you didn’t have to come into a
field office first, you could just get the informa-
tion you needed right on your phone and go
out there and do it. If you wanted to get your
friends involved, then we had the tools to help
you connect.

And I very much felt that some of the things
that we were doing to help us get elected could
also be used once we were elected. If you
wanted to share your story, we could help you
get your story out. And throughout this pro-
cess, we created one of the most inclusive and
one of the most successful campaigns in Amer-
ican history.

Now, once we got to Washington, instead of
an operation humming with the latest technolo-
gy, I had to fight really hard just to keep my

BlackBerry. [Laughter] And as anyone 
dealing with the Federal Government is 
ways high tech, and it’s not always user-fr

So, over the past 4½   years, we’ve work
igently to change that. Just like we did o
campaign, we started by recruiting some
smartest people from the private sec
work side by side with some of the sm
people in the public sector to help get it
So that day that I visited Google, I prom
appoint the Nation’s first CTO, Chief Te
ogy Officer. And soon after I took office
Today, our Chief Technology Officer,
Park, and our Chief Information Officer
VanRoekel, are working with their team
novate and apply the best technology t
solve some of our biggest challenges, fro
ating jobs to reducing health care co
keeping our Nation secure.

We are the first to confess that progr
not always come quick and major chal
still remain. But we’ve made huge swa
your Government more efficient and
transparent and more accountable tha
before. And we’ve done it by focusing on
areas.

First, we found ways to deliver the s
that citizens expect in smarter, faster, an
ter ways. So, for example, until recently
a natural disaster struck, teams from F
had to rely exclusively on in-person inspe
to figure out which families needed help
they analyze satellite and aerial image
get housing assistance to areas that n
most, more quickly. After Hurricane 
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most folks were able to sign up for assistance
using FEMA’s mobile and web apps, updating

ta about health care providers from the De-
partment of Health and Human Services to
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and checking the status of their applications.
And FEMA agents went door to door in some
areas with iPads, helping residents who had
lost power and Internet access sign up for di-
saster relief without leaving their homes; so
making sure that we’re delivering services bet-
ter, faster, more efficiently.

Second, we’ve identified new ways to reduce
waste and save taxpayers money. So, for exam-
ple, just by working to get rid of overlapping IT
systems, we’ve identified more than $2.5 bil-
lion in savings across the Federal Government,
and that’s just the beginning. I’ve proposed
and signed into law the elimination of dozens
of Federal programs and cut even more that
were either duplicative, not working, or no lon-
ger needed, saving billions of dollars a year.
And the basic principle is simple: Taxpayers
deserve the biggest bang for their buck, espe-
cially at a time when budgets are tight, and
we’ve got to do a lot more with less. And now
anyone visit whitehouse.gov to see your taxpay-
er receipt. This is a literal receipt that tells you
just how and where your tax dollars are being
spent.

Finally, for the first time in history, we’ve
opened up huge amounts of Government data
to the American people and put it on the Inter-
net for free. At data.gov, you can search
through and download more than 75,000 data
sets, data on everything from what different
hospitals charge for different procedures to
credit card complaints, to weather and climate
measurements. And what’s happening is, en-
trepreneurs and business owners are now us-
ing that data—the people’s data—to create
jobs and solve problems that Government can’t
solve by itself or can’t do as efficiently.

So there’s a company called Opower, for ex-
ample, that’s used open Government data on
general energy trends and weather to help
families save more than $300 million on their
energy bills. There’s another company called
iTriage—founded by two emergency room
doctors—that is using freely downloadable da-

help more than 9 million people find th
est doctors and hospitals that meet their 
And the list goes on. And these com
have now hired hundreds of people
they’re still hiring. And millions of peopl
already used these applications that we
ated as a consequence of releasing this d

So we’ve made some good progress
fronts, but now we need to do more. So t
met with all my Cabinet, including a n
of new Cabinet members, some of whom
extraordinary private sector experienc
I’ve directed the Cabinet to develop an a
sive management agenda for my second
that delivers a smarter, more innovativ
more accountable Government for its ci
And we’re going to continue to adop
ideas from the private sector.

I’ve asked Sylvia Mathews Burwell, t
fice—the Director of the Office of M
ment and Budget, to lead this effort. An
via was part of a team at OMB that pr
over 3 years of budget surpluses in the 
After philanthropic work at the Gates Fo
tion and the Walmart Foundation, she’s
back to help us move this effort forward.

She’s not the only one. We’ve als
comed a new class of Presidential Inno
Fellows, and I’d love for the press to
some of these folks, because they’re ext
nary. These are Americans with vast 
sector technology expertise who have 
teered to come serve their country in t
vate [public]* sector. So, for example
Wu helped found a company that helps 
graduates turn their good ideas into goo
nesses. And Claire Holroyd used to m
product design for everything from 
phones to video games. Garren Givens 
ed an innovative shopping site that ada
your tastes as you browse. And so they 
other Fellows are taking this private sec
pertise and bringing it into the Govern
making it smarter, making it more user 
ly.

 * White House correction.
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Today, for example, many online shopping
websites help fill in some of your information

ahead and focusing on mission and delivering
good service to our citizens. So what we’ve
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so you don’t have to enter it every time you log
in. As a consequence, we’re working on a proj-
ect called MyUSA that will save you time by
doing the same thing with Government forms.
And if you’re applying for Federal benefits, we
think you should be able to track the status of
your application in real time, just like you can
follow location of a package all the way to your
doorstep. These are things that are in the pipe-
line right now.

Currently, when our Government asks for
bids on a project, it’s usually written in compli-
cated language with complicated requirements
that most people don’t understand. We’re
working to make things simpler so it’s easier
for more small businesses across the country to
bid on projects. And we’ll help businesses cre-
ate more jobs doing work that needs to be
done. And by opening up more competition to
Government contracts, we’ll save taxpayers
money in the process.

We recently relaunched an upgraded, easier
healthcare.gov. Beginning October 1, Ameri-
cans will be able to log on and comparison
shop an array of private health insurance plans
side by side, just like you go online and com-
pare the best deal on cars or the best deal on
computers. Because you’ll finally be part of a
new pool with millions of other Americans, in-
surers will actually want to compete for your
business. And we’ve made—we’ve worked re-
ally hard to make these marketplaces user
friendly. So, for example, when the prototype
of an application to join the marketplace came
in at 21 pages, we rejected it. We said let’s do
better. It’s now three pages long. And by the
way, that’s a lot shorter than the application
you have to fill out for private insurance cur-
rently.

Last year, I also asked Congress for the au-
thority to reorganize and consolidate the Fed-
eral bureaucracy. We’re doing a lot of this
work administratively, but unfortunately, there
are still a bunch of rules, a lot of legislation that
has poorly designed some of our agencies and
forces folks to engage in bureaucratic jump
hoop—hoop jumping instead of just going

asked is, let’s clean this up. Let’s consoli
Almost every President from H

Hoover to Ronald Reagan had this autho
redesign the Federal Government, the 
tive branch, to deliver services better, ju
every business owner seeking to mak
that his or her company keep pace wi
times. Currently, we do not have that ca
And so I’m going to keep on doing what 
administratively, but we sure could use
gress’s help, particularly at a time when
gress is saying they want more efficien
ernment—they give a lot of lip service 
and we’re operating under severe fisca
straints.

It makes sense for us to be able to re
Government so that it can deliver on the
tions that the American people are looki
We should all want a Government that’s 
er, quicker, and more responsive to the
of the American people. 

Now, the good news is, America is full
ented, dedicated public servants who are
ing really hard every day to uphold the 
trust. And those of us who believe that G
ment has a responsibility to guarantee
level of basic security and to make sure
body gets a fair shot at success—from t
trepreneur who wants to start a business
workers who will work in that business—
so have a responsibility to make sure tha
ernment works. And that’s why I’m gla
we’ve got people like Scott and Claire an
ren and so many other talented, idealist
and women who have signed up to h
tackle these challenges. That’s why we
proud that Sylvia is going to be heading t

And I’m going to be asking more 
around the country—more inventors a
trepreneurs and visionaries—to sign 
serve. We’ve got to have the brightest m
help solve our biggest challenges. And it
minder that in this democracy, we the 
recognize that this Government belongs
and it’s up to each of us and every one o
make it work better. We can’t just stand 
sidelines. We can’t take comfort in just
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cynical. We all have a stake in Government
success, because the Government is us. 

of 21st-century Government that the American
people want.
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And we’re doing things right. When we’re
tracking weather more effectively, that saves
lives for folks who are in the path of a tornado.
When we’re delivering, effectively, data on im-
proved health care choices, that’s going to save
lives and reduce costs. And we’ve got the po-
tential to do so much better than we’re doing
right now, but we’re going to need the help of
the private sector and non-for-profits. Most of
all, we want to make sure that we’re empower-
ing some of the folks who are sitting here today
to make sure that they can deliver on the kind

So thank you very much, everybody
up the good work.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:52 a
the State Dining Room at the White Ho
his remarks, he referred to Peter Hudso
founder and chief executive officer
Wayne Guerra, cofounder and chief m
officer, iTriage; Scott Wu, founding
member, Upstart Network, Inc.; Clai
royd, former senior product manager
Network Entertainment; and Garren G
chief executive officer, Dibsie.com.

Statement on the Observance of Ramadan
July 8, 2013

With the start of the sacred month of Rama-
dan, Michelle and I extend our best wishes to
Muslim communities here in the United States
and around the world.

For the world’s 1.5 billion Muslims, Rama-
dan is a time for thoughtful reflection, fasting,
and devotion. It is also an opportunity for fami-
ly and friends to come together and celebrate
the principles that bind people of different
faiths: a commitment to peace, justice, equali-
ty, and compassion towards our fellow human
beings. These bonds are far stronger than the
differences that too often drive us apart.

This month also reminds us that freedom,
dignity, and opportunity are the undeniable
rights of all mankind. We reflect on these uni-
versal values at a time when many citizens
across the Middle East and North Africa con-
tinue to strive for these basic rights and as mil-
lions of refugees mark Ramadan far from their

homes. The United States stands with
who are working to build a world wh
people can write their own future and p
their faith freely, without fear of violence

In the United States, Ramadan is a re
er that millions of Muslim Americans 
our Nation each day: serving in our G
ment, leading scientific breakthroughs, 
ating jobs, and caring for our neighb
need. I have been honored to host an ift
ner at the White House each of the 
years, and this year, I look forward to w
ing Muslim Americans who are contribu
our country as entrepreneurs, activists, a
ists.

I wish Muslims across America and a
the world a month blessed with the j
family, peace, and understanding. Ra
kareem.

Remarks on Presenting the National Medal of Arts and the Nat
Humanities Medal
July 10, 2013

Hey! Thank you so much. Thank you. Ev-
erybody, please have a seat. See, everybody
is cheering because I’ve bought their books,
I’ve seen their movies, I buy their records.

[Laughter] So we’re major contri
here.

Well, hello, everybody, and welcome
White House. Thank you for joining us t
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brate the recipients of the 2012—because, I
guess, this is retrospective—National Medal of

American philosopher Will Durant once
wrote that “the aim of art is to represent not
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Arts and National Humanities Medals.
Now, one of the special privileges of this of-

fice is getting a chance to honor individuals
who have played an important role in my life as
well as in the Nation’s life. And that’s what to-
day is all about: celebrating some extraordinary
men and women who’ve used their talents in
the arts and the humanities to open up minds
and nourish souls and help us understand what
it means to be human and what it means to be
an American.

I want to give some special thanks to the
people who help to preserve and to support
that cultural legacy: the Acting Chairwoman of
the National Endowment for the Arts, Joan
Shigekawa. Give Joan a big round of applause.
Where is she? There she is. And her predeces-
sor, the irrepressible Rocco Landesman. As
well as the Acting Chairwoman of the National
Endowment for the Humanities, Carole Wat-
son. Both organizations do an incredible job
lifting up some of today’s best artists and schol-
ars and helping to cultivate the next generation
of talent and intellect.

And I’d like to also acknowledge the Co-
chairs of the President’s Committee on the
Arts and Humanities, George Stevens, Jr.
Where’s George? There he is. As well as Mar-
go Lion. Where’s Margo? Good to see you. As
well as Members of Congress who are here to-
day, all of whom support the arts.

But we are primarily here to acknowledge
these incredible individuals. And frankly, this
is just fun for me because I feel like I know you
all, because I’ve enjoyed your performances;
your writings have fundamentally changed
me—I think for the better, Marilynne. I be-
lieve that.

At first glance, this is a pretty diverse group.
We’ve got incredible singers and dancers; we
have poets and producers, musicians, play-
wrights, scholars. They come from all across
the country, all around the world. And yet, for
all their differences, today’s honorees have one
thing in common, and that is, they are teach-
ers. Whether they realize it or not, they’ve
taught us about ourselves and about our world.

the outward appearance of things, but th
ward significance.” And that’s an extraor
skill: to tell the untold stories of history
veal the sculpture that’s waiting ther
block of stone, to transform written mus
song, to make it look like those planes in
are actually flying like they are. [Laught
just saying, I remember when I first saw
Wars.” [Laughter] There’s a whole gene
that thinks special effects always looke
they do today. [Laughter] But it used
you’d see, like, the string—[laughter]—
little model spaceships. Anyway, I’m be
astray. [Laughter]

Because the arts and the humanities
just a source of entertainment. They cha
us to think and to question and to disco
seek that inward significance, and that h
grow and to change and to reach new h
and to understand each other at a time
the world is constantly crying for the ca
to bridge that gap and speak to people w
en’t like us. And that’s exactly what the
ists and these humanists have done by w
hard, developing their craft, following
dreams, never giving up.

Somebody like Allen Toussaint, who is
honored here for his incredible contrib
to the rhythm and blues and jazz music
beloved New Orleans. After his hometow
battered by Katrina and Allen was for
evacuate, he did something even more 
tant for his city: He went back. And sinc
Allen’s devoted his musical talent to lift
and building up a city. And today, he’s 
the stage all over the world, with all kind
credible talent, doing everything he can
vive the legendary soul of the Big Easy.

Somebody like Ernest Gaines, who gr
as descendent of sharecroppers in the
and farming the same land as his ancesto
did not let that define his future. Inste
took that experience and used it to help
gaps in American literature with the sto
African American life. And then, 
moved back to Louisiana onto the very
land he and his family had once worke
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he spent more than 20 years teaching college
students to find their own voices and reclaim-

So for more than 200 years, that culture has
helped shape our views of democracy and free-
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ing some of the stories of their own families
and their own lives.

Somebody like Joan Didion, who rightly has
earned distinction as one of the most celebrat-
ed American writers of her generation. I’m
surprised she hasn’t already gotten this award.
[Laughter] But in her early years, she was in
school only sporadically, basically taught her-
self how to read while she and her family fol-
lowed her Army office father around the coun-
try. She obviously learned quickly. She won a
contest for Vogue in college, gave up her
dream of being an oceanographer; writing be-
came her world. And today, decades into ca-
reer, she remains one of our sharpest and most
respected observers of American politics and
culture.

What’s true for those three is true for all the
recipients here. So many of you have touched
me and touched Michelle, and now we’re try-
ing to get them to—Malia and Sasha—to see
some of Anna’s work or read “Gilead” because
we want to share that, because we think it was
important to us.

And we were—we celebrate people like our
honorees here today not just because of their
talent, but because they create something new.
They create a new space and that becomes a
lasting contribution to American life. And
that’s true for all of these honorees.

So together, the men and women with us to-
day have helped us appreciate individual tal-
ent, but as I said earlier, they’ve also helped us
to bridge our differences: to recognize all the
things we share as Americans, whether it’s arts
or humanities or sports.

Frank, I grew up reading Sports Illustrated,
and I think it was very good for me. I don’t
know about you. [Laughter] Because all these
endeavors, they don’t discriminate, they don’t
prejudge; they speak to all of us equally if
we’re open to it. They’re part of all of our com-
mon heritage. They convey all these distinct
voices and emotions and stories, and that’s us.
That’s who we are.

dom and tolerance and progress. Some
the observations or the incredible art or
arship that’s been done by these honore
overlooked, but somewhere, they’re hav
impact. And like Bobby Kennedy talked
they create “ripples of hope.” They’r
stones in a lake, and it emanates, and we
know exactly how—or who will be touc
it. But it makes a difference. And it’s m
better.

And the work that we honor today, th
time achievement of these artists and
scholars, reminds us that the human im
tion is still the most powerful tool that w
as a people. That’s why we celebrate the
ativity and the fundamental optimism, t
tion that if they work that hard, somebo
actually pay attention. And that’s why w
to remain committed to the dreamers a
creators and innovators who fuel that pr
and help us light the way ahead, becau
children, our grandchildren deserve to g
in a country where their dreams kn
bounds and their ambitions extend as 
their talents and hard work can take them
it’s important that they have examples, 
who’ve carved out a path for them.

So I want to thank today’s honorees f
ing their part to foster that spirit, to enri
entire Nation. Every one of them has 
us see beyond outward appearances a
preciate the significant—the significan
what’s within. And for that we are incr
grateful.

So it is now my privilege to present
medals to each of them as one of our M
Aides reads their citations. Lee.

[At this point, Maj. S. Lee Meyer, USMC
rine Corps Aide to the President, read th
tions, and the President presented the m
assisted by Maj. Michael Wagner, USA,
Aide to the President.]

Let’s give our honorees one more big
of applause. Hey! You guys also. 
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Well, I could not imagine a more deserving
group of honorees. We are thrilled to have

ees. In the meantime, enjoy the reception. And
thank you all. I hope you’ve enjoyed it. Thank you. 
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Fear not, the party is not over. [Laughter]

My understanding is the food here at the
White House is not bad. [Laughter] And we
may get some nice tunes from our Marine
Band; they can play anything, so feel free to
make requests. [Laughter]

But to all the honorees, thank you again for en-
riching our lives in so many different ways. We’re
going to have an opportunity to see you and your
families and take some pictures with the honor-

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:16 p.m.
East Room at the White House. In his re
he referred to author Marilynne Robins
tor and playwright Anna Deavere Smit
sportswriter Frank Deford, recipients 
National Humanities Medal; and musici
composer Allen Toussaint, and authors 
J. Gaines and Joan Didion, recipients 
National Medal of Arts. The transcript re
by the Office of the Press Secretary also i
ed the reading of the citations. 

Statement on the Resignation of Janet A. Napolitano as Secreta
Homeland Security
July 12, 2013

I want to thank Secretary Napolitano for
her outstanding work on behalf of the Ameri-
can people over the last 4 years. At the De-
partment of Homeland Security, Janet’s port-
folio has included some of the toughest chal-
lenges facing our country. She’s worked
around the clock to respond to natural disas-
ters, from the Joplin tornado to Hurricane
Sandy, helping Americans recover and re-
build. Since day one, Janet has led my admin-
istration’s effort to secure our borders, de-

ploying a historic number of resources
also taking steps to make our immigrati
tem fairer and more consistent with o
ues. And the American people are saf
more secure thanks to Janet’s leaders
protecting our homeland against terro
tacks. I’ve come to rely on Janet’s jud
and advice, but I’ve also come to valu
friendship. And as she begins a new c
in a remarkable career of public ser
wish her the best of luck.

Statement on Signing Legislation Concerning the Participation of Taiw
the International Civil Aviation Organization
July 12, 2013

Today I have signed into law H.R. 1151, an
Act concerning participation of Taiwan in the
International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO). The United States fully supports Tai-
wan’s membership in international organiza-
tions where statehood is not a requirement
for membership and encourages Taiwan’s
meaningful participation, as appropriate, in
organizations where its membership is not
possible. My Administration has publicly sup-
ported Taiwan’s participation at the ICAO
and will continue to do so. Consistent with my

constitutional authority to conduct fore
fairs, my Administration shall constru
Act to be consistent with the “one Chin
icy of the United States, which remai
changed, and shall determine the me
best suited to advance the overall goal 
wan’s participation in the ICAO. I no
sections 1(b) and 1(c) of the Act conta
permissibly mandatory language purp
to direct the Secretary of State to und
certain diplomatic initiatives and to rep
the Congress on the progress of 
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initiatives. Consistent with longstanding con-
stitutional practice, my Administration will in-
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terpret and implement these sections in a
manner that does not interfere with my con-
stitutional authority to conduct diplomacy and
to protect the confidentiality of diplomatic
communications. 

The White House,
July 12, 2013.

NOTE: H.R. 1151, approved July 12, w
signed Public Law No. 113–17.

The President’s Weekly Address
July 13, 2013

Hi, everybody. Two weeks ago, a large bi-
partisan majority of Senators voted to pass
commonsense, comprehensive immigration re-
form, taking an important step towards fixing a
broken immigration system once and for all.

Now, this bill was a compromise, and nei-
ther side got everything they wanted. But it
was largely consistent with the key principles
of commonsense reform that most of us in
both parties have repeatedly laid out. If passed,
the Senate’s plan would build on the historic
gains we’ve made in border security over the
past 4 years with the most aggressive border
security plan in our history. It would offer a
pathway to earned citizenship for the 11 mil-
lion people who are in this country illegally, a
pathway that includes paying penalties, learn-
ing English, and going to the end of the line
behind everyone trying to come here legally.
And it would modernize our legal immigration
system to make it more consistent with our val-
ues.

The Senate’s plan would also provide a big
boost to our recovery. And on Wednesday, we
released a report detailing exactly how big a
boost that would be. The report is based on the
findings of independent, nonpartisan econo-
mists and experts who concluded that, if the
Senate’s plan becomes law, our economy will
be 5-percent larger in two decades compared
to the status quo. That’s $1.4 trillion added to
our economy just by fixing our immigration
system.

Here in America, we’ve always been a na-
tion of immigrants. That’s what’s kept our
workforce dynamic, our businesses on the cut-
ting edge, and our economy the strongest in
the world. But under the current system, too

many smart, hard-working immigrants a
vented from contributing to that success

Immigration reform would make it 
for highly skilled immigrants and thos
study at our colleges and universities t
businesses and create jobs right here in A
ca. Foreign companies would be more li
invest here. The demand for goods and 
es would go up, creating more jobs for A
can workers. Every worker and business
be required to pay their fair share in tax
ducing our deficit by nearly $850 billio
the next two decades. And since a large p
of those taxes go towards retirement pro
that millions of Americans depend on,
Security would actually get stronger ov
long term, adding 2 years to the life of th
gram’s trust fund.

That’s what immigration reform 
mean for our economy, but only if we act
don’t do anything to fix our broken syste
workforce will continue to shrink as
boomers retire. We won’t benefit from 
skilled immigrants starting businesses an
ating jobs here. American workers will h
make due with lower wages and fewer p
tions. And without more immigrants and
nesses paying their fair share in taxes, ou
cit will be higher, and programs like Soc
curity will be under more strain.

And we’ve been debating this issue fo
than a decade, ever since President Bu
proposed the broad outlines of immigrat
form, and I think he gave a very good 
this past week expressing his hope that a
tisan, comprehensive bill can become law

If Democrats and Republicans, inc
President Bush and I, can agree on som
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that’s a pretty good place to start. Now the
House needs to act so I can sign commonsense

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:35 p.m. on July 12 in the Roosevelt
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immigration reform into law. And if you agree,
tell your Representatives that now is the time.
Call or e-mail or post on their Facebook walls
and ask them to get this done. Because togeth-
er, we can grow our economy and keep Ameri-
ca strong for years to come.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

Room at the White House for broadcast
ly 13. In the address, the President refe
former President George W. Bush. He a
ferred to S. 744. The transcript was made
able by the Office of the Press Secretary
ly 12, but was embargoed for release 
a.m. on July 13. 

Statement on the Verdict in State of Florida v. George Zimmerman
July 14, 2013

The death of Trayvon Martin was a tragedy,
not just for his family or for any one commu-
nity, but for America. I know this case has
elicited strong passions. And in the wake of
the verdict, I know those passions may be
running even higher. But we are a nation of
laws, and a jury has spoken. I now ask every
American to respect the call for calm reflec-
tion from two parents who lost their young
son. And as we do, we should ask ourselves if
we’re doing all we can to widen the circle of
compassion and understanding in our own
communities. We should ask ourselves if

we’re doing all we can to stem the tide 
violence that claims too many lives acro
country on a daily basis. We should as
selves, as individuals and as a society, h
can prevent future tragedies like this. A
zens, that’s a job for all of us. That’s th
to honor Trayvon Martin.

NOTE: The statement referred to Tracy 
and Sybrina Fulton, parents of Trayvon
tin, who was killed by neighborhood wat
unteer George Zimmerman in Sanford, 
February 26, 2012.

Remarks at a Ceremony To Present the 5000th Daily Point of Light Aw
July 15, 2013

President Obama. Well, good afternoon, ev-
erybody. And on behalf of Michelle and my-
self, welcome to the White House.

Twenty-three years ago, President George
H.W. Bush began a tradition. He knew that
across the country every day, Americans were
finding ways to serve each other and give back
to their communities, often with very few re-
sources and very little recognition. And Presi-
dent Bush knew that their good works were
valuable to the people they helped. But be-
yond that, he knew that their spirit of service
was vital to our national character. So he creat-
ed an award, the Daily Point of Light Award,
to recognize Americans who serve their neigh-
bors and communities in innovative ways that
inspire us all.

And for the rest of his Presidency, nea
ery single day, President Bush gave som
Daily Point of Light Award. And after 
the White House, he kept going and goi
going. In between skydiving and other 
ties—[laughter]—he kept going, which 
come as no surprise, since we’re talking
somebody who has served his country i
extraordinary ways. And when you do a
chute jump at the age of 85, not just a
chute jump, but another parachute ju
believe his seventh—this is somebody
not going to slow down any time soon.

So today we are extraordinarily hono
be joined by the family that helped bu
Points of Light Foundation into the w
largest organization dedicated to volunte
vice. President Bush, Mrs. Bush, Neil
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we want to welcome you. And we also want to
recognize Michelle Nunn, the CEO of Points

to Tanzania with Michelle, we can attest to
how important this kind of work is, how it
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of Light. It’s worth applause.
Now, this is not the first time President

Bush and I have come together for an event
like this. Four years ago, I went down to Texas
A&M, where President Bush has his library, to
help celebrate the 20th anniversary of Points of
Light. And I appreciated the warm welcome—
by which I mean the extremely loud “how-
dy”—that I received. [Laughter] I was deeply
impressed by how invested the students there
are in community service. But most of all, I
was moved by how much they love President
Bush.

And now we’ve come together to mark an-
other milestone. As of this minute, 4,999
Points of Light Awards have been presented to
individuals and organizations across this coun-
try. And so now I have the honor of joining
President Bush in presenting number 5,000.
[Applause] Number 5,000. 

About 10 years ago, Floyd Hammer and
Kathy Hamilton were getting ready to retire.
They had been farming for years. They had
earned a break. They planned to sail around
the world. And then their friend told them
about a special place that they should visit
along the way: In a village in Tanzania, a volun-
teer mission was helping to renovate an
HIV/AIDS clinic. And Floyd and Kathy
thought it sounded like a worthwhile detour.

When they arrived in Tanzania, the country
was in the third year of a brutal drought. Peo-
ple were starving and dying. Many of them
were children. And having seen this, Kathy and
Floyd simply had to do something about it.
And so their vision of a leisurely retirement
was replaced by a new mission: fighting global
hunger.

Today, the nonprofit they created, Out-
reach, has distributed free meals to hungry
children here in the United States and in more
than 15 countries worldwide: to date, more
than 233 million meals. They’ve gone to see
many of the kids that they met in Tanzania
grow up healthy and strong. And this work,
they say, is the most rewarding thing they’ve
ever done. And I have to say, having just been

changes lives.
It’s also fitting that later this week, o

18, people around the world will celebra
legacy of the magnificent public servan
son Mandela, by performing acts of pub
community service. And as people look 
amples, Outreach provides an extraor
demonstration of how service can lift p
lives.

And so if the purpose of this award is 
ebrate Americans who work to make our
try and a world a better place—not fo
own advantage or for any ulterior motiv
just to serve, pure and simple—I can’t th
anyone more deserving than Kathy Ha
and Floyd Hammer.

Now, before we actually present this 
I would be remiss if I didn’t take a mom
honor the man who made this all possib
hates this, but I’m going to do it a
[Laughter]

Much has been said about President 
own extraordinary life of service, but I
sure everybody fully appreciates how 
he’s done to strengthen our country’s tr
of service. In addition to this award, he c
the first White House office dedicated t
moting voluntarism, and he champione
signed the National and Community S
Act. By Washington standards, it was a m
law. It involved little money; Presiden
signed it with little fanfare. But looking
we see that it sparked a national moveme
laying the groundwork for the Corporat
National and Community Service and A
Corps and Senior Corps, it gave tens o
lions of Americans meaningful opportun
serve.

And today, thanks to those program
others like them, and thanks to the pas
leaders like President Bush and citizen
found the same passion over the years, 
tarism has gone from something some 
do some of the time to something lots o
ple do as a regular part of their lives.

Since 1989, the number of American
volunteer has grown by more than 25 m
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Service is up across age groups and across re-
gions. It’s now a graduation requirement in

tional and Community Service—who previous-
ly led the volunteer commission in Florida for
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many high schools and colleges. It’s embedded
in the culture of businesses large and small.
And speaking for my family, volunteering has
brought joy and meaning to Michelle and me
and our daughters over the years, and I know
that’s the case for many of your families too.

This national tradition may seem perfectly
ordinary to many Americans, especially those
who have grown up during this period. But in
fact, it reflects tremendous progress. And to-
day, we can say that our country is a better and
a stronger force for good in the world because,
more and more, we are a people that serve.
And for that, we have to thank President Bush
and his better half, Barbara, who is just as com-
mitted as her husband to service and has dedi-
cated her life to it as well.

Now, the Presidents who followed President
Bush have had the good sense to continue this
work, and not just because one of them calls
him Dad. [Laughter] Even after leaving office,
President Clinton and both President Bushes
have come together to help people affected by
natural disasters here at home and around the
world, a reminder that service is not a Demo-
cratic or a Republican value, but it’s a core part
of being an American. And at the White House
today, we’re proud to carry forward that legacy.

I created the Office of Social Innovation and
Civic Participation to find new ways to use in-
novation to strengthen service. We expanded
the Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood
Partnerships—originally created by President
George W. Bush—which works closely with
religious and community organizations across
the country to help Americans in need.

And today I want to announce a new Task
Force, with representatives from Cabinet
agencies and other departments across the
Government, to take a fresh look at how we
can better support national service, in particu-
lar, on some of our most important national
priorities: improving schools, recovering from
disasters, and mentoring our kids. And this
Task Force will be led by my team here at the
White House, along with Wendy Spencer, who
is here—the CEO of the Corporation for Na-

Governor Jeb Bush. So we’ve got a whole
ly thing working. [Laughter]

In times of tight budgets and som
tough problems, we know that the great
source we have is the limitless energy a
genuity of our citizens. And when we h
that energy and create more opportunit
Americans to serve, we pay tribute to t
traordinary example set by President Bu

And just to close on a personal not
President, I am one of millions of peop
have been inspired by your passion an
commitment. You have helped so many A
cans discover that they too have someth
contribute, that they too have the po
make a difference. 

You’ve described for us those tho
points of light, all the people and organi
spread out all across the country who a
stars brightening the lives of those a
them. But given the humility that’s d
your life, I suspect it’s harder for you 
something that’s clear to everybody else a
you, and that’s how bright a light you 
how your vision and example have illum
the path for so many others, how your 
service has kindled a similar love in the
of millions here at home and around the
And frankly, just the fact that you’re such
tleman and such a good and kind per
think, helps to reinforce that spirit of ser

So, on behalf of all of us, let me just s
we are surely a kinder and gentler nati
cause of you, and we can’t thank you e
So—[applause].

So it is now my great pleasure to join
dent Bush and all of you in presenting t
traordinary award to an extraordinary 
who have done so much for so many p
We are very grateful to them. Floyd and 
will you please step up and receive your a

[At this point, the President present
award, and Outreach Inc. Secretary Tre
Kathy Hamilton made brief remarks.]

President Obama. Now I think we’re
to have Neil come up and——
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Points of Light Chairman Neil M. Bush.
We’re going to Dad first.

all the Points of Light Award recipients, we’re
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President Obama. ——going Dad first? Do
we have the mike? Here we go.

Former President George H.W. Bush. My
remarks are simply to say something nice about
Neil, my son. [Laughter]

President Obama. [Inaudible]
Former President Bush. No, it’s not hard to

do, and he’s been very active in this whole con-
cept of volunteering, helping others. And so it’s
my privilege then to introduce Neil, and first,
of course, thank President and Mrs. Obama for
this wonderful hospitality. It’s like coming
home for Barbara and me. With the rest of you
just coming to this magnificent house and be-
ing greeted by this superb hospitality knows no
bounds.

So thank you all very much. Now, Neil.

[Points of Light Chairman Bush and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Michelle Nunn each made brief
remarks.]

President Obama. Well, thank you very
much, Michelle, for your outstanding work. To

great work. You inspire us and make us w
do that much more. Especially when y
young people who are already making 
difference and such an impact, it giv
enormous confidence that America, for
challenges, will always meet them b
we’ve got this incredible character.

And with that, what I want to do i
again thank President and Mrs. Bush fo
outstanding leadership. We are so grat
both of you. I want to thank Neil for his l
ship, and I want to make sure that eve
enjoys a reception. And I suspect the foo
be pretty good. So—[laughter].

So thank you very much, all of you, for
here. All right? Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m.
East Room at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to Floyd Hammer,
dent, Outreach Inc.; and former Pre
Nelson R. Mandela of South Africa.

Statement on Senate Action on Executive Branch Nominations
July 16, 2013

I’m pleased that the Senate took action to-
day to move forward on the nominees who
have waited far too long for a vote. Over the
last 2 years, I’ve nominated leaders to fill im-
portant positions required to do the work of
the American people, only to have those posi-
tions remain unfilled, not because the nomi-
nees were somehow unqualified, but for purely
political reasons. I want to thank the Senators
from both parties—including Leader Reid,

Leader McConnell, and Senator McC
who have worked together to find a pa
ward and give these nominees the vote
deserve. In the weeks ahead, I hope the
gress will build on this spirit of coopera
advance other urgent middle class pri
including the need to take action to pas
monsense immigration reform and keep
est rates on student loans low for famili
ing to afford a higher education.

Remarks on Senate Confirmation of Richard A. Cordray as Director o
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
July 17, 2013

The President. Please have a seat. Well, for
decades, the middle class in this country was
the engine that powered the economy, and

that allowed us to all grow together. Har
paid off. Responsibility was rewarded. 
that basic bargain that made this country
230-207_Text_.pdf   44 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / July 17

817

that no matter who you are or where you came
from, you could make it if you put in enough

crats and Republicans from across the country.
A majority of State attorneys general from both
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But over time, a winner-take-all philosophy

began to take hold, and it delivered huge re-
wards to those at the very top, but left every-
body else working harder and harder just to
stay afloat. A lot of families took on more debt
just to keep up. Mortgages were sold that peo-
ple really didn’t understand and, in some cases,
couldn’t afford. Financial sector was able to
make huge bets with other people’s money.
And that strain of irresponsibility eventually
came crashing down on all of us.

Now, I ran for President to restore that basic
bargain. I ran because I believed that our
economy works best not from the top down,
but from the middle out and from the bottom
up, where you’ve got a rising, thriving middle
class and ladders of opportunity for everybody.

So, 4 years ago, even as we were working on
restoring the economy and dealing with the
immediate crisis, we also wanted to figure out
how do we set new rules for the road to make
sure that a few bad apples in the financial sec-
tor couldn’t break the law or cheat consumers
or put the entire economy at risk.

And I was fortunate, even when I was run-
ning for President, to have some friends like
Elizabeth Warren, who had already done a lot
of academic work on this and had a whole se-
ries of ideas about how we might start making
sure that consumers were treated better, and
as a consequence, take some of the risk out of
the system. And because of those conversa-
tions and that work, and because of some ter-
rific efforts by other Members in Congress, we
were able, for the time in history, to get a con-
sumer watchdog on the job to look out for the
interests of everyday Americans. And I am very
proud to say that last night Rich Cordray was
finally confirmed—[laughter]—by the United
States Senate to keep serving as America’s con-
sumer watchdog and as the Director of the
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. So
we’re very pleased about that. So—[applause].

Now, I first nominated Rich for this position
2 years ago this week. [Laughter] He was emi-
nently qualified. He had the support of Demo-

parties—Rich’s former colleagues—cal
him to be confirmed. And for 2 years, Re
cans in the Senate refused to give Rich
ple yes-or-no vote, not because they 
think he was the right person for the jo
because they didn’t like the law that set 
consumer watchdog in the first place.

But without a director in place, the 
would have been severely hampered. A
CFPB wasn’t able to give consumers the
mation they needed to make good, inf
decisions. Folks in the financial system
were doing the right thing didn’t have
certainty or clear rules of the road. A
CFPB didn’t have all the tools it nee
protect consumers against mortgage bro
credit reporting agencies or debt col
who were taking advantage of ordinary A
cans.

As a consequence, last year, I took st
my own to temporarily appoint Richard
could get work—get to work on their 
And Americans everywhere are better 
cause he did. And thanks to not only Ric
his terrific team—I know many are repr
ed here—we’ve made real strides, even d
the fact that the agency was hampered 
confirmation process.

And I would argue that part of the 
we were able to finally get Rich confirm
day is because he’s shown through his l
ship and because of the very hard work t
erybody at the CFPB has already done th
is making a difference in the lives of the 
ican people: a positive difference day i
out. It’s hard to argue with success.

So yesterday Richard was officially
firmed. I want to thank Senators from
parties, including Senator Reid, Senato
Connell, Senator McCain, for coming to
to help get Rich confirmed. And obv
Elizabeth—who wasn’t a Senator whe
thought this up, but is now a Senator—s
poking and prodding people for a long t
[laughter]—to help make it happen. S
Reid’s leadership, in particular, was ob
230-207_Text_.pdf   45 10/18/18   3:42 PM



July 17 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

instrumental in getting this done, and I
couldn’t be more grateful to him.
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And together, we’re giving Americans a
guarantee that the protections they enjoy today
will still be around next year and the year after
that and the year after that and for years to
come.

While we’re on the topic of nominations, I
also want to thank the Senate for agreeing to
give my other nominees who’ve waited far too
long the votes that they deserve. These are all
highly qualified men and women who are just
ready to go to work for the American people:
for students and for seniors, for veterans, for
middle class families. Special interests, they’ll
always have their lobbyists; they’ll always have
the capacity to tilt the system in their favor.
But middle class folks deserve leaders who are
going to stand up for them as well on a day-to-
day basis in the trenches.

So let me use this opportunity to remind
people of what the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau under Rich’s leadership can do
and has done already, even in some difficult
circumstances.

Today, if you want to take out a mortgage or
a student loan or a payday loan or you’ve got a
credit reporting agency or debt collector who’s
causing you problems—maybe they’re not
playing by the rules, maybe they’re taking ad-
vantage of you—you have somewhere to go.
The CFPB has already addressed more than
175,000 complaints from all across the Nation,
giving people an advocate who is working with
them when they’re dealing with these financial
institutions that may not always be thinking
about consumers first.

Today, as part of the CFPB’s “Know Before
You Owe” efforts, students and their parents
can get a simple report with the information
they need before taking out student loans. And
more than 700 colleges have joined to make
this information clear and transparent. It’s
making a difference.

And by the way, if you’ve noticed that some
credit card forms are becoming easier to un-
derstand than they used to be, that’s because
of the work of Rich’s team and other folks
across this administration have done to make

cards.
Today, veterans have access to too

they need to defend against dishonest l
and mortgage brokers who try to prey on
when they come home from serving
country. Today, seniors are better pro
from someone who sees their homes o
retirement savings as an easy target fo
rich-quick schemes. 

And thanks to the hard work of folks
CFPB, so far 6 million Americans have 
more than $400 million in refunds from
panies that engaged in unscrupulous pra

So this is not just some abstract, theo
exercise. Families, many of them hard pr
have money in their pockets—maybe, in
cases, saved a home or were able to sen
kids to college—because of the work tha
and his team is doing right now. And
money that, oftentimes, families didn’
the power to recover before.

So Americans are better off because o
Rich has done as our consumer watchdo
his outstanding team is doing each and
day. And by the way, that’s just the ta
benefits that we know of, that $400 mil
refunds. But part of what happens is
you’ve got a watchdog, people don’t 
many things. And everybody starts tigh
up their practices and—because they
somebody is watching. And so that has
effects throughout our economy.

So Americans everywhere are better 
cause of the work that these folks have
And now that Rich has gotten the yes
vote he deserved, businesses and cons
have more certainty than they did befo
this will continue.

So we’ve come a long way over the l
years. Our economy is growing. Our busi
have created 7.2 million new jobs over th
40 months. We’ve locked in new safegu
protect against another crisis, and we ar
ing sure that we are doing everything we
change the incentives inside the financ
tem and try to end tax-funded—taxpayer
ed bailouts for good. And even though
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work remains, our system is fairer, and it’s
more sound than it was when the crisis hit.

For nearly 2 years, as the President indicat-
ed, we have been focused on making consumer
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Of course, we’ve still got a long way to go to
restore that basic bargain, to restore that sense
of security that too many middle class families
still are fighting to rebuild. But if we just keep
letting people like Rich do their jobs, if we let
all these incredible young people know that
you’re going to keep on going for a long time,
you’re building something that—it will last be-
yond our Government’s service, and we’ll be
providing protections for generations to come.
And if we keep focused on that north star—a
rising, thriving middle class, an economy
where prosperity is broad based—then I’m
confident that we’re ultimately going to get to
where we need to go.

So I want to thank everybody. And I just
want to give Rich a quick chance to say some-
thing.

Director Cordray. Thank you. I want to
thank the President—this President, in partic-
ular, who has believed in us from the begin-
ning. I want to thank the Senate and the Sena-
tors for the chance to persevere and be con-
firmed as the Director of this Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau. It’s all I ever asked
for—all I ever worked for—was to have a
chance to have an up-or-down vote on the
merits, and I thank them for that.

finance markets work better for the Am
people. Today’s action—the action—
sworn in by the Vice President this m
and the Senate confirmation—mean
there will be certainty for those marke
for the industries we oversee.

For me, it also reaffirms that our cen
sponsibility is to stand on the side of co
ers and see that they’re treated fairly, 
the President described it. It’s somethin
people deserve. It’s something that the
and need. And we’re there to try to prov

We will continue that essential wor
each one of us—those of us here and th
us in Washington and around the count
work for this new Consumer Bureau, inc
most especially myself—we’re grateful 
opportunity that you’ve given us to ser
country in this important way.

Thank you. Thank you, sir.
The President. I’m proud of you. Good

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:04 a
the State Dining Room at the White Ho
his remarks, he referred to Sen. Elizab
Warren, in her former capacity as Assis
the President and Special Adviser to the 
tary of the Treasury on the Consumer 
cial Protection Bureau.

Statement on Nelson Mandela International Day
July 17, 2013

On behalf of our family and the people of
the United States, Michelle and I extend our
warmest wishes and prayers to Nelson Mande-
la on the occasion of his 95th birthday, as well
as to Graça Machel, the Mandela family, and
the Government and people of South Africa as
they mark the fifth annual Nelson Mandela In-
ternational Day. Our family was deeply moved
by our visit to Madiba’s former cell on Robben
Island during our recent trip to South Africa,
and we will forever draw strength and inspira-
tion from his extraordinary example of moral
courage, kindness, and humility.

On Nelson Mandela International
people everywhere have the opportun
honor Madiba through individual and 
tive acts of service. Through our own li
heeding his example, we can honor th
who showed his own people—an
world—the path to justice, equality, an
dom. May Nelson Mandela’s life of ser
others and his unwavering commitm
equality, reconciliation, and human d
continue to be a beacon for each futur
eration seeking a more just and pros
world.
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NOTE: The statement referred to former
President Nelson R. Mandela of South Africa

was released by the Office of the Press Secre-
tary as a statement by the President and the
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and his wife Graça Machel. The statement First Lady.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency 
Respect to the Former Liberian Regime of Charles Taylor
July 17, 2013

To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent the enclosed notice to the Federal Regis-
ter for publication stating that the national
emergency and related measures dealing with
the former Liberian regime of Charles Taylor
are to continue in effect beyond July 22, 2013.

Although Liberia has made advances to pro-
mote democracy, and the Special Court for Si-
erra Leone recently convicted Charles Taylor
for war crimes and crimes against humanity,
the actions and policies of former Liberian
President Charles Taylor and other persons, in

particular their unlawful depletion of Li
resources and their removal from Liber
secreting of Liberian funds and pro
could still challenge Liberia’s effo
strengthen its democracy and the orde
velopment of its political, administrativ
economic institutions and resources. Th
tions and policies continue to pose an u
and extraordinary threat to the foreign
of the United States. For this reason, 
determined that it is necessary to contin
national emergency with respect to the 
Liberian regime of Charles Taylor.

BARACK OB

The White House,
July 17, 2013.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendi
the end of this volume.

Remarks on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
July 18, 2013

Thank you so much, everybody. Well, I want
to thank Morgan for that introduction. And I
want to thank all of you for being here. There
are a couple of people that I want to make sure
to especially acknowledge. First of all, the
leader of the Democrats in the House of Rep-
resentatives and somebody who worked harder
than just about anybody to get the Affordable
Care Act into law: Nancy Pelosi. Please give
Nancy a round of applause. 

We have some outstanding Members of
Congress here, some mayors and elected offi-
cials who are here. I want to give a special
shout-out; I’m not going to introduce all of

them because it would take too much
and I might miss somebody. But there 
person who’s standing in front—sitt
front, who I want to acknowledge just b
he has served for decades, and for d
fought to make sure that everybody had 
able, accessible coverage, and we’re so
of him: John Dingell, Congressman
Michigan.

So I want to welcome everybody 
White House. Every day, across the c
and certainly here in the White House
are people who are working as we speak
plement the Affordable Care Act and to 
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the security of quality, affordable health care
to more Americans.

That’s what it was designed to do, and we’re al-
ready seeing those effects take place.
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The good news is that starting October 1,
new online marketplaces will allow consumers
to go online and compare private health care
insurance plans just like you’d compare, over
the Internet, the best deal on flat-screen TVs
or cars or any other product that is important
to your lives. And you’re going to see competi-
tion in ways that we haven’t seen before. Insur-
ance companies will compete for your busi-
ness. And in States that are working hard to
make sure this law delivers for their people,
what we’re seeing is that consumers are getting
a hint of how much money they’re potentially
going to save because of this law. In States like
California, Oregon, Washington, new competi-
tion, new choices, market forces are pushing
costs down.

Just yesterday State officials in New York
announced that average premiums for con-
sumers who buy insurance in their new mar-
ketplace will be at least 50-percent lower next
year than they are today. Think about that: 50-
percent lower. So for people like Morgan who
are self-employed, who have to buy on the in-
dividual market, they’re suddenly going to see
opportunities not just for the rebates we dis-
cussed, but also for even greater savings in
their monthly premiums.

So if you already buy insurance on the indi-
vidual market—meaning that you don’t get in-
surance through a big group plan through your
employer—that could mean thousands of dol-
lars a year that can go towards paying a mort-
gage or putting a kid through college or saving
for retirement. And what this means is that
hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers who
don’t have insurance will finally be able to af-
ford it because these exchanges, this big pool is
going to reduce the cost. And you may qualify
for health care tax credits; middle class families
will potentially qualify for these credits that
will bring the cost down even more.

So this is just an example of how the Afford-
able Care Act is doing what it’s designed to do:
deliver more choices, better benefits, a check
on rising costs, and higher quality health care.

Now, I mention all this because yes
despite all the evidence that the law is w
the way it was supposed to for middl
Americans, Republicans in the House o
resentatives voted for nearly the 40th t
[laughter]—to dismantle it. We’ve got a
problems in this country, and there’s a
work that Congress needs to do: get a fa
passed, get immigration reform done,
sure we’ve got a budget in place that inv
our children and our future. And yet, in
we’re refighting these old battles. [Lau
Sometimes, I just try to figure out why. 
they think it’s good politics. But part of o
here is not to always think about politic
of our job here is to sometimes think
getting work done on behalf of the Am
people, on behalf of the middle class and
who are striving to get into the middle cl

And so the progress that we’re seeing 
ifornia and Washington and Oregon an
New York, that’s progress that we w
make sure we’re seeing all across the co
Because there are still millions of peop
there who not only want to get health
ance, but many who have health insuranc
deserve a better deal and deserve the k
savings that the Affordable Care Act will

Now, if you’re one of the 85 perc
Americans who already have health 
ance—could be through your emplo
through Medicare or through Medicaid
already have an array of new benefits in
You don’t have to wait until October 1. 
already getting benefits even if you don’
that it’s because of the Affordable Car
You’re getting better protections. You’r
ting more value for each dollar that you
on your health care.

And that last point—the issue of gettin
ter value for your buck—is what I want
cus on today. For years, too many middl
families saw their health care costs go u
up and up, without much explanation as 
or how their money was being spent. B
day, because of the Affordable Care Act,
ance companies have to spend at le
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percent of every dollar that you pay in premi-
ums on your health care: not on overhead, not

And this is happening all across the country,
and it’s happening because of the Affordable
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on profits, but on you.
Now, many insurance companies are already

exceeding that target, and they’re bringing
down premiums and providing better value to
their customers. But those that aren’t now ac-
tually have to reimburse you. If they’re not
spending your premium dollars on your health
care—at least 80 percent of it—they’ve got to
give you some money back.

Last year, millions of Americans opened let-
ters from their insurance companies, but in-
stead of the usual dread that comes from get-
ting a bill—[laughter]—they were pleasantly
surprised with a check. In 2012, 13 million re-
bates went out in all 50 States. Another 8.5
[million]* rebates are being sent out this sum-
mer, averaging around 100 bucks each. And for
families like Morgan’s that are working hard,
every dollar counts. It makes a difference.

As she said during her introduction, she’d
been buying insurance on the individual mar-
ket in Maryland for years. After she got a re-
bate for the first time—and I’m quoting Mor-
gan now—she said, “It felt like someone was
actually being held accountable for the dollars
I was spending on health care.” That’s one of
core principles of the Affordable Care Act:
holding insurance companies and providers ac-
countable so that we all get a better deal.

Dan Hart, who’s here from Chicago, had
read these rebates were happening. But he
didn’t think anything of it until he got a check
in the mail for $136. And Dan is a father of
two, and as any parent will tell you, those kids,
they suck up a lot of money. So—[laughter].
Am I right? [Laughter] Absolutely. So he used
his rebate to pay some bills.

Rick Shewell and Claudia Diamond co-own
a stationery store in Arlington, Virginia. They
knew about the provisions of the Affordable
Care Act, but Rick said, “I figured I’d never
see the money.” So it was a complete surprise
when they got a rebate for $320, put that mon-
ey right back into their small business.

Care Act. Hasn’t been reported on a lot
if you took a poll, most folks wouldn’t
when that check comes in that this w
cause of Obamacare—[laughter]—tha
got this extra money in their pockets. Bu
what’s happening.

Now, even if you don’t get a rebate, 
you didn’t get a rebate, there’s a good c
that these reforms are helping you as we
cause one easy way to meet the goal of 
ing 80 percent of every dollar on care
charge less for your care. Now, we’ve go
work to do to get rising health care costs
control. And some of the gains that 
made, some of the progress we’ve m
slowing the rise of health care costs isn’t 
passed on to workers. Sometimes, com
may keep it, and they are charging the
ployees a higher copay or higher deduct
in some way shifting some costs onto
workers.

But generally speaking, what we’ve s
that health care costs have slowed drastic
a lot of areas since we’ve passed the Affo
Care Act. We’ve got a lot more work to d
health care inflation is not skyrocketi
way it was. And because of this new ru
cause of the fact that it improves the va
the coverage that you purchase, last year
Americans saved $3.4 billion in lower 
ums. That’s $3.4 billion on top of these re

So that’s just one way this law is h
middle class families. But it represents 
thing the Affordable Care Act means fo
who already have insurance: better be
stronger protections, more bang for
buck—the basic notion that you ought 
what you pay for.

Now, I recognize that there are still a
folks—in this town, at least—who are r
for this law to fail. Some of them seem t
this law is about me. It’s not. I already h
ally good health care. [Laughter]

It’s about the dad in Maryland who, 
first time ever, saw his family’s premiu

 * White House correction.
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down instead of up. It’s about the grandma in
Oregon whose free mammogram caught her

can provide some basic protections for your
family.
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breast cancer before it had a chance to spread.
It’s about the mom in Arizona who can afford
heart surgery for her little girl now that the
lifetime cap on her coverage has been lifted.
It’s about the folks here today who got a little
bit of relief.

And I’m curious: What do opponents of this
law thinks the folks here today should do with
the money they were reimbursed? Should they
send it back to the insurance companies? Do
they think that was a bad idea to make sure that
insurance companies are being held account-
able? I know that’s not what these folks think.

So the upshot is, the American people de-
serve a fair shot. They expect businesses to play
by a fair set of rules. And that’s why this fight is
so important. Our broken health care system
threatened the hopes and the dreams of families
and businesses across the country who feared
that one illness or one accident could cost them
everything they’d spent a lifetime building. And
step by step, we’re fixing that system.

It’s hard. This is a big country, and the
health care industry is massive, and there are
tons of providers. And so as we implement,
there are going to be glitches, and there are go-
ing to be certain States that, for political rea-
sons, are resisting implementation. And we’re
just steadily working through all that stuff.

The same was true when Medicare was
started. The same was true when Social Securi-
ty got started. There were folks who, for politi-
cal reasons, resisted implementation. But once
it got set up, people started saying, this is a
pretty good deal, it gives me a little more secu-
rity. It’s part of that basic bargain that if you
work hard, if you’re doing the right thing, that
you can get ahead in this country and that you

And health care is at the heart of it; i
of it. Affordable health care is not some
lege just for the few. It’s a basic right th
erybody should be able to enjoy.

So we’re going to keep fighting to 
that right, to make sure that every Am
gets the care that they need, when they n
at a price they can afford. That’s the A
we believe in. That’s what families de
That’s what we’re going to keep on work
deliver. We’re going to keep on work
make sure many people around this c
who are already paying premiums are g
cheaper prices, that the money is being 
ly spent on their health care, that you
having to worry about the fine print, and
you don’t have health insurance, you fina
in a position to get some at an affordable
to give you and your family the kind of s
you deserve.

That’s something everybody should su
That’s not something that should be sub
politics. If the folks who have been try
make political hay out of this thing, if th
some better ideas, I’ve already told the
happy to hear them. But I haven’t heard
far. [Laughter] What I’ve heard is ju
same old song and dance. We’re just go
blow through that stuff and just keep on
the right thing for the American people.

So thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a
the East Room at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to Silver Spring, MD
dent Morgan Theriot; and Rick Shewell,
dent, and Claudia Diamond, vice presid
Store Stationers, LLC.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Thomas E. Perez as Secreta
Labor
July 18, 2013

I welcome today’s confirmation of Tom Per-
ez to serve as Secretary of Labor. Tom has
lived the American dream himself and has

dedicated his career to keeping it within
for hard-working families across the co
At the Department of Labor, Tom will h
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continue to grow our economy, help business-
es create jobs, make sure workers have the

I want to thank the Senate once again for
agreeing to move forward on Tom and the oth-
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skills those jobs require, and ensure safe work-
places and economic opportunity for all.

er nominees who have waited far too lo
the yes-or-no votes they deserve.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Regina McCarthy as Administrat
the Environmental Protection Agency
July 18, 2013

I am pleased that today the Senate took bi-
partisan action to confirm Gina McCarthy as
the next Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency. With years of experience at
the State and local level, Gina is a proven lead-
er who knows how to build bipartisan support
for commonsense environmental solutions that

protect the health and safety of our kids
promoting economic growth. Over the 
years, I have valued Gina’s counsel, and
forward to having her in my Cabinet 
work to slow the effects of climate chan
leave a cleaner environment for future g
tions.

Remarks on the Verdict in State of Florida v. George Zimmerman
July 19, 2013

Well, I wanted to come out here, first of all,
to tell you that Jay is prepared for all your
questions and is very much looking forward to
the session. The second thing is I want to let
you know that over the next couple of weeks,
there’s going to obviously be a whole range of
issues—immigration, economics, et cetera—
we’ll try to arrange a fuller press conference to
address your questions.

The reason I actually wanted to come out to-
day is not to take questions, but to speak to an
issue that obviously has gotten a lot of attention
over the course of the last week: the issue of
the Trayvon Martin ruling. I gave—in a pre-
liminary statement right after the ruling on
Sunday. But watching the debate over the
course of the last week, I thought it might be
useful for me to expand on my thoughts a little
bit.

First of all, I want to make sure that, once
again, I send my thoughts and prayers as well
as Michelle’s to the family of Trayvon Martin
and to remark on the incredible grace and dig-
nity with which they’ve dealt with the entire
situation. I can only imagine what they’re going
through, and it’s remarkable how they’ve han-
dled it.

The second thing I want to say is to re
what I said on Sunday, which is, there a
ing to be a lot of arguments about the le
sues in the case; I’ll let all the legal analy
talking heads address those issues. The
conducted the trial in a professional m
The prosecution and the defense made
arguments. The juries were properly in
ed that in a case such as this, reasonable
was relevant, and they rendered a verdic
once the jury has spoken, that’s how o
tem works. But I did want to just talk a li
about context and how people have resp
to it and how people are feeling.

When Trayvon Martin was first shot,
that this could have been my son. Anoth
of saying that is, Trayvon Martin could
been me 35 years ago. And when you
about why, in the African American com
ty at least, there’s a lot of pain around
happened here, I think it’s important to 
nize that the African American commu
looking at this issue through a set of expe
es and a history that doesn’t go away.

There are very few African American 
this country who haven’t had the experie
being followed when they were shoppin
department store. That includes me. The
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very few African American men who haven’t
had the experience of walking across the street

boys. But they get frustrated, I think, if they
feel that there’s no context for it and that con-
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and hearing the locks click on the doors of cars.
That happens to me, at least before I was a
Senator. There are very few African Americans
who haven’t had the experience of getting on
an elevator and a woman clutching her purse
nervously and holding her breath until she had
a chance to get off. That happens often.

And I don’t want to exaggerate this, but
those sets of experiences inform how the Afri-
can American community interprets what hap-
pened one night in Florida. And it’s inescap-
able for people to bring those experiences to
bear. The African American community is also
knowledgeable that there is a history of racial
disparities in the application of our criminal
laws, everything from the death penalty to en-
forcement of our drug laws. And that ends up
having an impact in terms of how people inter-
pret the case.

Now, this isn’t to say that the African Ameri-
can community is naive about the fact that Af-
rican American young men are disproportion-
ately involved in the criminal justice system,
that they’re disproportionately both victims
and perpetrators of violence. It’s not to make
excuses for that fact, although Black folks do
interpret the reasons for that in a historical
context. They understand that some of the vio-
lence that takes place in poor Black neighbor-
hoods around the country is born out of a very
violent past in this country and that the poverty
and dysfunction that we see in those communi-
ties can be traced to a very difficult history.

And so the fact that sometimes that’s unac-
knowledged adds to the frustration. And the
fact that a lot of African American boys are
painted with a broad brush and the excuse is
given, “Well, there are these statistics out there
that show that African American boys are more
violent.” Using that as an excuse to then see
sons treated differently causes pain.

I think the African American community is
also not naive in understanding that, statistical-
ly, somebody like Trayvon Martin was statisti-
cally more likely to be shot by a peer than he
was by somebody else. So folks understand the
challenges that exist for African American

text is being denied. And that all contrib
think, to a sense that if a White male te
involved in the same kind of scenario
from top to bottom, both the outcome a
aftermath might have been different. 

Now, the question for me at least, 
think for a lot of folks, is where do w
this? How do we learn some lessons fro
and move in a positive direction? I th
understandable that there have been d
strations and vigils and protests, and so
that stuff is just going to have to work 
through, as long as it remains nonviolen
see any violence, then I will remind fol
that dishonors what happened to Trayvo
tin and his family. But beyond protests 
ils, the question is, are there some co
things that we might be able to do?

I know that Eric Holder is reviewin
happened down there, but I think it’s 
tant for people to have some clear expec
here. Traditionally, these are issues of
and local government, the criminal cod
law enforcement is traditionally done 
State and local levels, not at the Federal

That doesn’t mean, though, that as a 
we can’t do some things that I think wo
productive. So let me just give a couple 
cifics that I’m still bouncing around w
staff; so we’re not rolling out some five
plan, but some areas where I think al
could potentially focus.

Number one, precisely because law en
ment is often determined at the State an
level, I think it would be productive f
Justice Department, Governors, may
work with law enforcement about train
the State and local levels in order to redu
kind of mistrust in the system that som
currently exists.

When I was in Illinois, I passed racial
ing legislation, and it actually did just tw
ple things. One, it collected data on 
stops and the race of the person wh
stopped. But the other thing was it reso
us training police departments across th
on how to think about potential racial b
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ways to further professionalize what they were
doing. And initially, the police departments

that Michelle and I talk a lot about. There are a
lot of kids out there who need help who are
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across the State were resistant, but actually,
they came to recognize that if it was done in a
fair, straightforward way, that it would allow
them to do their jobs better and communities
would have more confidence in them and, in
turn, be more helpful in applying the law. And
obviously, law enforcement has got a very
tough job.

So that’s one area where I think there are a
lot of resources and best practices that could
be brought to bear if State and local govern-
ments are receptive. And I think a lot of them
would be. And let’s figure out, are there ways
for us to push out that kind of training?

Along the same lines, I think it would be
useful for us to examine some State and local
laws to see if it—if they are designed in such a
way that they may encourage the kinds of alter-
cations and confrontations and tragedies that
we saw in the Florida case, rather than diffuse
potential altercations.

I know that there’s been commentary about
the fact that the “Stand Your Ground” laws in
Florida were not used as a defense in the case.
On the other hand, if we’re sending a message
as a society in our communities that someone
who is armed potentially has the right to use
those firearms even if there’s a way for them to
exit from a situation, is that really going to be
contributing to the kind of peace and security
and order that we’d like to see?

And for those who resist that idea that we
should think about something like these “Stand
Your Ground” laws, I’d just ask people to con-
sider, if Trayvon Martin was of age and armed,
could he have stood his ground on that side-
walk? And do we actually think that he would
have been justified in shooting Mr. Zimmer-
man, who had followed him in a car, because
he felt threatened? And if the answer to that
question is at least ambiguous, then it seems to
me that we might want to examine those kinds
of laws.

Number three—and this is a long-term proj-
ect—we need to spend some time in thinking
about how do we bolster and reinforce our Af-
rican American boys. And this is something

getting a lot of negative reinforcement. 
there more that we can do to give the
sense that their country cares about the
values them and is willing to invest in the

I’m not naive about the prospects of
grand new Federal program. I’m not su
that’s what we’re talking about here. Bu
recognize that as President, I’ve got som
vening power, and there are a lot of goo
grams that are being done across the c
on this front. And for us to be able to gat
gether business leaders and local electe
cials and clergy and celebrities and a
and figure out how are we doing a bet
helping young African American men fe
they’re a full part of this society an
they’ve got pathways and avenues to suc
think that would be a pretty good ou
from what was obviously a tragic situatio
we’re going to spend some time work
that and thinking about that.

And then, finally, I think it’s going to 
portant for all of us to do some soul-sear
There has been talk about, should we co
a conversation on race? I haven’t seen t
particularly productive when politicians
organize conversations. They end up 
stilted and politicized, and folks are locke
the positions they already have. On the
hand, in families and churches and work
there’s a possibility that people are a li
more honest, and at least you ask yourse
own questions about, am I wringing as
bias out of myself as I can? Am I judgin
ple as much as I can, based on not the c
their skin, but the content of their char
That would, I think, be an appropriate e
in the wake of this tragedy.

And let me just leave you with a
thought that, as difficult and challenging
whole episode has been for a lot of pe
don’t want us to lose sight that things a
ting better. Each successive generation
to be making progress in changing at
when it comes to race. It doesn’t mean w
a postracial society. It doesn’t mean that 
is eliminated. But when I talk to Malia a
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sha, and I listen to their friends, and I see them
interact, they’re better than we are—they’re

than our parents did or our grandparents did,
and that along this long, difficult journey,
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better than we were—on these issues. And
that’s true in every community that I’ve visited
all across the country.

And so we have to be vigilant, and we have
to work on these issues. And those of us in au-
thority should be doing everything we can to
encourage the better angels of our nature, as
opposed to using these episodes to heighten
divisions. But we should also have confidence
that kids these days, I think, have more sense
than we did back then and certainly more

we’re becoming a more perfect Union
perfect Union, but a more perfect Uni
right?

Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:33 p.m.
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room 
White House. In his remarks, he refer
White House Press Secretary James F
Carney; and Seminole County Circuit 
Debra S. Nelson of Florida.

Statement on the Federal Communications Commission’s Vote on
Universal Service Program for Schools and Libraries
July 19, 2013

Today the Federal Communications Com-
mission took a first, important step toward re-
alizing our vision of making 21st-century class-
rooms available to every student in America.
Preparing our Nation’s students with the skills
they need to get good jobs and compete with
countries around the world will rely increasing-
ly on interactive, individualized learning expe-
riences driven by new technology. To get
there, we have to build connected classrooms
that support modern teaching, investments we
know our international competitors are already
making. Our ConnectED initiative, which has

widespread support from Republicans, D
crats, educators, business and tech leade
State and local officials, will ensure th
Federal Government can provide schoo
the infrastructure and tools they need to
er this competitive digital education for
student in the United States. That is th
cess that the FCC began today, and w
forward to the next steps in this effort
move closer to our goal of getting 99 per
America’s students connected to the In
through high-speed broadband and high
wireless within 5 years.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emerg
With Respect to Transnational Criminal Organizations
July 19, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the

enclosed notice stating that the national
gency with respect to transnational crimi
ganizations declared in Executive Order
of July 24, 2011, is to continue in effect b
July 24, 2013.

The activities of significant transn
criminal organizations have reached
scope and gravity that they threaten the 
ty of international political and econom
tems. Such organizations are becomi
creasingly sophisticated and dangerous 
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United States; they are increasingly en-
trenched in the operations of certain foreign

United States. Therefore, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
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governments and the international financial
system, thereby weakening democratic institu-
tions, degrading the rule of law, and undermin-
ing economic markets. These organizations fa-
cilitate and aggravate violent civil conflicts and
increasingly facilitate the activities of other
dangerous persons.

The activities of significant transnational
criminal organizations continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the

emergency declared in Executive Order
with respect to transnational criminal org
tions.

Sincerely,

BARACK OB

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jo
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Repre
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President
Senate.

The President’s Weekly Address
July 20, 2013

Hi, everybody. Three years ago this week-
end, we put into place tough new rules of the
road for the financial sector so that irresponsi-
ble behavior on the part of a few could never
again cause a crisis that harms millions of mid-
dle class families.

As part of that reform, we set up the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau, the first-
ever independent consumer watchdog with
one job: to protect families from that sort of
behavior.

Two years ago, I nominated a man named
Rich Cordray, a former attorney general from
Ohio, to run this consumer protection bureau.
But Republicans in the Senate refused to give
him a simple up-or-down vote, not because
they didn’t think he was the right person for the
job, but because they didn’t like the law that set
up the consumer watchdog in the first place.

So last year, I acted on my own to put him in
charge, because without a Director, the CFPB
couldn’t use all the tools at its disposal to pro-
tect consumers from shady mortgage lenders
or unscrupulous credit reporting agencies or
predatory lenders who targeted veterans and
seniors. And I’m pleased to say that Rich Cor-
dray was finally confirmed this week by a bi-
partisan vote.

Because of the work that’s been done at the
CFPB over the past 2 years, today, mortgage
lenders, student lenders, payday lenders, and
credit reporting and debt collection agencies

all face greater scrutiny. And if they don
by the rules, you now have somewhere t
get some measure of justice. In fact, the
has already addressed more than 175,00
plaints from every State.

Today, as part of the CFPB’s “Know 
You Owe” efforts, students and their p
can get a simple report with the inform
they need to make informed decisions 
taking out student loans, and more tha
colleges have stepped up to make this in
tion clear and transparent. And if you’
ticed that some credit card forms are a
easier to understand than they used 
that’s because of the work that Rich’s tea
others in the administration have done.

Today, veterans have the tools they n
defend against dishonest lenders and mo
brokers who try to prey on them whe
come home. Seniors are better protecte
someone who sees their home or retir
savings as an easy target. And thanks 
hard work of folks at the CFPB, so far 6 m
Americans have gotten more than $400 m
in refunds from companies that engaged
scrupulous practices. That’s money we
have the power to recover before.

You know, we’ve come a long way ov
past 4½ years. Our economy’s growing
businesses have created 7.2 million new 
the past 40 months. We’ve locked in new
guards to protect against another crisis a
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bailouts for good. And even though more work
remains, our financial system is more fair and

Thanks, and have a great weekend.
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much more sound than it was.
We’ve still got a long way to go to restore the

sense of security that too many middle class
families are still fighting to rebuild. But if we
keep moving forward with our eyes fixed on
that north star of a growing middle class, then
I’m confident we’ll get to where we need to go.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 4:35 p.m. on July 19 in the Ro
Room at the White House for broadcast
ly 20. The transcript was made available
Office of the Press Secretary on July 1
was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. o
20.

Statement on the Death of Helen A. Thomas
July 20, 2013

Michelle and I were saddened to learn of the
passing of Helen Thomas. Helen was a true pio-
neer, opening doors and breaking down barriers
for generations of women in journalism. She
covered every White House since President
Kennedy’s, and during that time, she never
failed to keep Presidents—myself included—on

their toes. What made Helen the Dean
White House Press Corps was not ju
length of her tenure, but her fierce beli
our democracy works best when we ask
questions and hold our leaders to accoun
thoughts are with Helen’s family, her f
and the colleagues who respected her so d

Statement Congratulating Prince William, Duke of Cambridge, 
Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge, of the United Kingdom on the Bir
Their Son
July 22, 2013

Michelle and I are so pleased to congratu-
late the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge on
the joyous occasion of the birth of their first
child. We wish them all the happiness and
blessings parenthood brings. The child enters
the world at a time of promise and opportunity
for our two nations. Given the special relation-

ship between us, the American peop
pleased to join with the people of the U
Kingdom as they celebrate the birth 
young Prince.

NOTE: The statement referred to 
George Alexander Louis.

Remarks at an Organizing for Action Event
July 22, 2013

The President. Hello, everybody! Hello,
OFA! Thank you. All right, everybody, sit
down, sit down. Thank you. You get me embar-
rassed. [Laughter] It is good to see all of you. I
miss all you guys. I miss you. I missed you.

First of all, can everybody please give Bill a
big round of applause for the great introduction
and the great work he’s doing. So proud of him.

I want to thank our outstanding partners:
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, for being

here, and our outstanding Democratic 
in the House of Representatives, Nancy 
for being here.

But mainly, I just wanted to see a
guys—[laughter]—and say hey.

Audience members. Hey! 
The President. Michelle says hey.
Audience members. Hey!
The President. The girls, they went 

camp. [Laughter] We’re a little lonely at
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right now. [Laughter] But Bo is still there. Bo
says hey. [Laughter]

And the good news is, because of the work
that we’ve been able to do together, and more
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And it’s wonderful just to see all of you from
all across the country. I know you guys have all
been working hard today, all kinds of training,
all kinds of new ideas. Everybody is sharing ap-
proaches to how we get folks involved in our
democracy and our country. And I could not
be prouder of not just the work that you did
before the campaign and during the campaign,
but more importantly, the work that you’re do-
ing now after the campaign. It’s inspiring to
me.

And I had a chance to see some of your fel-
low organizers backstage and talk to them, and
it just reminded me of what an incredible
cross-section of people we have involved, from
rural areas and big cities, educators, business-
people, folks who are just committed to mak-
ing sure that the promise of America is not just
left to the professionals here in Washington,
because that can cause problems—[laugh-
ter]—but that folks all across the country are
consistently involved and engaged and offering
their ideas and pushing and prodding the polit-
ical system to make sure it’s responsive to fam-
ilies.

And since I first ran for office, I’ve always
said that running for office is not just about
getting elected. Now, I believe in winning;
winning is good. [Laughter] But you run for of-
fice and you win so that you can actually get
things done. All right? It’s the beginning and
not the end of a process. It puts you in a posi-
tion to then deliver on behalf of the folks that
you’re fighting for.

And I ran in 2008 and I ran in 2012 because
I believed that America was forged out of this
basic bargain: the idea that if you’re willing to
work hard, if you’re willing to put in the effort,
if you’re willing to sacrifice and make hard de-
cisions and delay gratification, that if you do all
those things, you can make it here in America,
regardless of where you come from, what you
look like, who you love, what your last name is.
That was the idea behind the first campaign,
and that was the idea behind everything I did
after I was President.

importantly, thanks to the grit and dete
tion of the American people, we have
enormous progress over the last 5 
Things have changed for the better, ju
we sought to bring about when we wor
hard back in 2007, 2008.

But now we’ve got to keep the mom
going. In some ways, what we’ve done i
away the rubble of this incredible crisis t
went through. And now the challenge is
back to that first order of business: the
lenges that were facing families even 
the financial crisis and the great recessio

And we’ve gotten back on level groun
now we’ve got to keep climbing, we’ve
keep going, because there are still too m
our friends and our neighbors and 
members who are out there hurting, w
still struggling, who are still treading 
The ground beneath our feet is a little 
than it was, but we’ve got a long way to 
fore middle class families feel secure a
fore those who are willing to strive to g
the middle class have more ladders of op
nity.

So our businesses have created, for ex
7.2 million jobs over the last 40 months
est job growth that we’ve seen since
which is good. But way too many fol
there are still looking for work. And for
who were lucky enough to have a job,
and incomes are still flatlined, whereas 
top 1 percent, they’re still seeing mass
creases in their wealth and incomes. So
got growing inequality in our society and
tinued sense of insecurity when it comes
dinary families.

We’ve seen record numbers of people
college. But every young person you 
they talk about the incredible debt b
that they’re carrying as soon as they gra
and they wonder whether or not they’re
to be able to pay it off given their emplo
prospects.

We’ve seen health care costs declin
health care inflation decline since we p
Affordable Care Act into place. But a
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those savings still haven’t been enjoyed by a lot
of ordinary families, haven’t been passed on to

about that: close to 20 million people. We had
4 million people actively contribute in $5 or
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And so across the board, we’ve made prog-

ress, but we haven’t yet delivered on restoring
fully that basic bargain that we believed in: the
idea that if you act responsibly, you’re willing
to work hard, that you can make it.

So because we’ve got a lot more work to do,
on Wednesday, I’m going to go back to Gales-
burg, Illinois. We’ve got any Illinoisans here?
All right. Folks in the house from Illinois.
What, they didn’t give you any seats, the peo-
ple from Illinois? [Laughter] What’s going on
here? But we’re going to Galesburg, Illinois.
And the reason is, we’re going back to Knox
College, which is one of the places where I
gave my first—it’s the place where I gave my
first big speech after I had been elected to the
U.S. Senate. And this was back in 2005, and I
talked at that time about the building blocks
that we needed to put into place, the founda-
tion, the cornerstones that we needed to make
sure that the American Dream is alive and
well.

And I’m going to talk about where we need
to go from here, how we need to put behind us
the distractions and the phony debates and
nonsense that somehow passes for politics
these days and get back to basics, refocus on
what it is that everybody is talking about
around the kitchen table, what people are talk-
ing about day to day with their families. And
it’s going to be the kickoff to what is essentially
several months of us trying to get Washington
and the press to refocus on the economy and
the struggles that middle class families are go-
ing to—going through, but also for us to start
exploring some big and bold ideas, some of
which I’ve offered in the past, some of which
will be new, that allow us to consistently,
steadily make progress.

Now, here’s the thing: It will be a pretty
good speech. [Laughter] But as we’ve learned,
I’ve given some pretty good speeches before—
[laughter]—and then things still get stuck here
in Washington, which is why I’m going to need
your help. We had close to 20 million people
who were involved in the last campaign. Think

$10 or $25 increments to the campaign
let’s face it, some of those folks, they just
ed to have dinner with George Clooney
derstand that. [Laughter] But some of t
most of them, I like to think—[laughter
so because they believed in the mission a
cause of making sure that we’re resto
sense of what America can be and that
passing it onto the next generation.

So one of our challenges—and I know
you’ve been talking about all day—is h
we keep people involved. And natural
not going to be as full of razzmatazz as 
paign. And first of all, we don’t have a bil
dollars to spend. [Laughter] Second 
there’s just something very clear about 
paign and an election date and voting a
geting.

Nevertheless, in some ways, this s
more important. And that’s where all 
come in. How are we going to make su
we’re engaging all the people that we to
during the course of the campaign in th
tral question of creating a building—and
ing a rising, thriving, active, growing m
class?

And that’s why we’ve been mobilizin
ple on a whole range of other issues. I
reason why we’re going to need you to c
ue to stay involved to get immigration 
across the finish line. Because now is th
for us to get comprehensive immigrati
form done.

And it’s the reason why we’re going t
you to stay involved when it comes to c
change and making sure that we are pass
the kind of planet to our children an
grandchildren and our great-grandch
that is sustainable.

It’s why we’ve continued to have yo
get so active on the Affordable Care A
cause starting on October 1, we are goin
able to sign up people for these marke
that are going to give people a squar
when it comes to their health insuranc
we can only do it with you.
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So we’ve got to get folks activated and in-
volved. And ultimately, what you do day to day,

cans succeed, that are going to make sure that
the next generation believes in the American
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away from the TV cameras, that’s what is going
to make a powerful difference. In the same
way that Bill used some of the skills that he
learned during the campaign to now organize
around wildfires and environmental issues in
Colorado, hopefully, all of you have taken away
something from your involvement and made it
manifest throughout communities all across
the country. We need you to keep on doing
that. That’s the essence of citizenship. If noth-
ing else, that’s what the campaign was about.

And I always remind people, I’ve run my last
campaign. Michelle is not sorry about that.
[Laughter] I’ve got a little over 1,200 days left
in office. I am going to spend every waking
minute of every one of those days thinking
about and then acting upon any good ideas out
there that are going to help ordinary Ameri-

Dream because they’ve seen it in the
lives. That’s how I’m going to spend my 
hope that’s how you’re going to spend
time. Because if you do, I guarantee y
will continue to make progress, and we w
liver on everything that we talked ab
2008 and 2012.

Thank you very much, OFA. I love yo
Keep it up! Keep it up! Are you still fired

Audience members. Fired up!
The President. All right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:45 p.m.
Grand Ballroom of the Mandarin O
Washington, DC, hotel. In his remarks,
ferred to William Townsend, field repre
tive, Organizing for Action; and actor G
T. Clooney.

Remarks at an Organizing for Action Dinner
July 22, 2013

Hey! Hello, everybody! Thank you. Thank
you, everybody. Thank you so much. Every-
body, have a seat. We’re among friends here;
we don’t have to be too formal.

Well, first of all, those of you who don’t
know Jon Carson, Jon didn’t get on TV much
during the campaign, and Messina was hogging
all the attention. [Laughter] But there is no-
body who is a better grassroots organizer than
Jon Carson. And we owe so much to him, and
we’re so proud of all the work he’s doing now.
He is outstanding.

I want to thank our outstanding Democratic
leader in the House of Representatives—per-
haps soon to be Speaker again—Nancy Pelosi
in the house. Fighting the good fight. I could
not have a better partner than Nancy. And
alongside her is my dear friend—and I think
he probably had to take off, but I just want to
still acknowledge him publicly—Harry Reid is
fighting the good fight every single day, and
we’re so proud of him.

So I’m not going to give a long set of re-
marks, because I know all of you and mostly I
just want to hear from you and have a good

conversation for about 45 minutes. This
I’m going to Galesburg, Illinois. I see 
nois table here, so a number of you
where Galesburg is. Galesburg is where
my first big speech after I had been elec
the United States Senate. It was the
mencement at Knox College, and it 
speech about the economy. This was in
so well before the financial crisis. The h
bubble was still going strong; people we
maxing out on their credit cards. On pa
least, it looked like the economy was gro

But in this speech, what I said was th
world has changed. Technology, globali
the weakening of unions, all of this had 
the basic bargain that had existed basical
ing the post–World War II era. So that fo
of folks, the idea that if you worked har
could make it, you could get a good jo
paid a living wage, that you would have 
curity of decent health care, that you wo
able to retire with dignity and respect, th
could count on your kids having a better
than you did—that those things were sl
out of the grasp of a lot of folks.
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And in Galesburg, Illinois, Maytag had been
a massive employer there, and Maytag had

So this is going to be more of a thematic
speech, and then we’re going to follow it up
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moved out to Mexico. And what had swept
through a lot of towns throughout the Midwest
and Northeast had happened in Galesburg,
where people were left high and dry. Tax base
had declined, unemployment had soared, a lot
of folks out of work; the jobs that replaced
them generally were jobs that paid a much
lower wage.

And all these trends that had been taking
place were visible at the time—rising inequali-
ty, struggles in the middle class—but they
were papered over to some extent by the bub-
ble. And by the time I took office, the bottom
had fallen out.

Now, the good news is, over the last 5 years,
we fought alongside people like Nancy Pelosi.
But most importantly, because of the grit and
resilience and determination of the American
people, we’ve been able to clear away the rub-
ble and get back to where we were.

The speech I’m going to be giving on
Wednesday focuses on the fact that those un-
derlying trends still exist. They are still a cen-
tral challenge that we face. That there’s no
more important question for this country than
how do we create an economy in which every-
body who works hard feels like they can get
ahead and feel some measure of security. It
isn’t to say that other issues are not important.
Obviously, if we don’t do something about cli-
mate change, that has an impact for genera-
tions to come. Obviously, if we’re not vigilant,
we can see a continued erosion in women’s
rights and civil rights. Obviously, the scourge
of gun violence is something that we still have
to stay focused on. But what we also know is, is
that so many of the issues that we care about
are more likely to progress if people feel good
about their own lives and their economic situa-
tion.

with a series of more concrete proposals
of which I’ve made before, some of whi
be new. But the key is to try to make su
this town refocuses on the issues that 
most to people day to day. Because I thin
of Americans out there, they’re watc
well, they don’t watch cable TV, but 
did—or they’re listening to the talking 
they would say to themselves, this doesn
nect with me and what I’m going throu
what my children are going through.

And so I’m excited about the speech, n
cause I think the speech is going to chan
minds, but because it gives us an oppo
to refocus attention on the thing th
American people sent me to focus on
some of the proposals that we’ve put fo
are ones that are going to be very diffi
get through this Congress. Of course, 
thing is very difficult to get through thi
gress. [Laughter]

But our goal, I think, is to lay out a
and a plan and then to just keep on pu
not just legislatively, but across the bo
that we’re changing the nature of the con
tion and focusing on what matters. For u
able to amplify that, we’re going to need
to get behind it. And for all of you to b
and to be willing to invest your time and
gy and money into that effort makes all t
ference in the world.

So for that, I’m thankful. And with 
will take some questions. All right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:13 p.m.
Mandarin Oriental Washington, DC, ho
his remarks, he referred to Jon Carson, 
tive director, and James A. Messina, n
chairman, Organizing for Action.
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Remarks Honoring the NCAA Men’s Basketball Champion University of
Louisville Cardinals
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July 23, 2013

The President. Hello, everybody! Please
have a seat. Welcome to the White House. And
let’s give it up for Coach Pitino and the Nation-
al Champion Louisville Cardinals.

Now, I have to start by recognizing a proud
graduate of the University of Louisville, Sena-
tor Mitch McConnell, who is here. We’ve got a
number other Members of Congress who are
here. We’ve also got Louisville Mayor Greg
Fischer in the house. We’ve got Kentucky At-
torney General Jack Conway in the house. And
I gather we have a whole bunch of fans every-
where. So—[laughter].

Today we’re here to celebrate a Louisville
team that always played hard, that always
worked together, that stayed focused on one
singular goal, and that is, to bust my bracket.
[Laughter] I’ve been having a tough time lately
on my brackets. [Laughter] This year I was
close; I had the Cardinals in the title game. But
I guess I discounted the motivational power of
making your 60-year-old coach promise to get
a tattoo if you won. [Laughter] 

Now, we’re not going to ask Coach to show
it here at the White House—[laughter]—but I
have to hand it to you, Coach, you did not
chicken out. You kept your word. And in re-
turn, you’ve got something that will stay with
you forever: a shirtless picture of you on the
Internet. [Laughter] That will never be erased.
[Laughter]

But even if the rest of us don’t have a tattoo
on our shoulder to serve as a reminder, I think
we all agree this is a team we will not forget. It
had a swarming defense, and as a conse-
quence, the Cardinals were able to capture
their school’s third national title, but their first
since 1986. They ran off 16 straight wins to end
the season. They captured the Big East tourna-
ment title. They sailed through the first four
games of the NCAAs.

In the Final Four, they needed a pair of 3-
pointers from walk-on Tim Henderson to
mount a late comeback——

Audience member. [Inaudible]

The President. Yes. Go ahead and give
big round of applause. [Laughter].

Mounting a late comeback against W
State to make the title game. And then 
Michigan, they treated us to one of th
championship games that any of us has—
seen in a very, very long time. Luke H
led the way. At one point——

Audience member. Luke!
The President. Luke! Luke! At one

scoring 14 points in a row, including
straight 3s, before helping to ice the gam
a pair of free throws in the final minute
that made Luke one of the first—I belie
first player ever to come off the bench a
the Final Four’s most outstanding play
it’s a great testament to him.

This win also made Coach Pitino th
coach in history to win a championship 
different schools. And we won’t name th
er one, right? [Laughter]

Coach Pitino’s second title came in th
week that he not only found out that h
been hired as coach at Minnesota, but 
been named to the Basketball Hall of 
So he had a pretty good year. And the
was all right, you know. [Laughter] I thin
tually lost some money on that horse
[laughter].

But Coach understands he didn’t do 
this alone. As he said, “Players put coac
the Hall of Fame.” And this team had
players. Gorgui Dieng, who is—by the 
went to Senegal, and everybody was very
ed about Mr. Dieng. Played outstanding
ton Siva—both Gorgui and Peyton were
in last month’s NBA draft. And so w
them all the best of luck in their next e
ors.

Luke earned a spot on Team U.S.A.
World University Games, serving as flag 
in the opening ceremonies. Russ Smith
third-team All-America last season. An
though he couldn’t be here today, we 
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excited to see what Russdiculous has in store
for his senior year. [Laughter]

The President. All right. There you go. You
hear that, people? [Laughter] He’s talking to
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And then, of course, there’s Kevin Ware. I
told him to say hi to his mom because moms
don’t like seeing their kids get hurt. And obvi-
ously, all of us remember the terrible injury
that Kevin suffered. But what we also remem-
ber is the love that all of his teammates showed
for him, the way that he was on crutches a day
later. A week after that, he was up there cut-
ting the nets in Atlanta. Today he’s standing
here with his teammates, working out, hoping
to be ready for fall practice.

And that’s the kind of resilience and strong
spirit that this team has had. They didn’t just
show it on the court; they showed it in the
classroom and in the community. As a team,
Cardinals earned just under a 3.3 GPA, which
is outstanding. Three players organized a
beard-shaving event that raised more than
$7,500 for the American Cancer Society. Pey-
ton spent his Christmas morning delivering
toys to kids in a children’s hospital. And just
before this event, the team met with some of
our Nation’s wounded warriors, who are here
in the audience with us now. And we could not
be more proud of them and more grateful to
them.

So I want to thank everybody with the Car-
dinals organization for their outstanding per-
formances, their leadership, and their contri-
butions not just to Louisville, not just to Ken-
tucky, but to the entire country.

Coach, we want to congratulate you again
for your amazing leadership. You’re a great
teacher. Congratulations again on the National
Title. And from what I’ve seen in the pre-
season polls, we might see you back here at
some point. [Laughter] So congratulations.
Coach Pitino. 

Head Coach Richard A. Pitino. Thank you.
Well, the first gift that we’d like to give our
President is—it’s a Louisville Slugger, which is
located in Louisville. It says, “National Cham-
pions,” your name on it. And the reason we
picked the bat is, some press conferences are
difficult, as it is for me. [Laughter] Feel free to
use this at any time.

you. I like that. Absolutely. 
Coach Pitino. And obviously, the sta

jersey. 
The President. There you go. Thank 

much, Coach. 
Coach Pitino. I guess the greatest th

us: First time you were running, I wo
ways try to get my guys to participate i
tics, and they really had very little in
They were worried about social activi
school. And I said, you guys, when you g
right to vote, you should vote, even if it
contests. They said, well, we don’t really
a whole lot about politics. I said, you n
study it, whether you’re a political scien
jor or not.

When you ran, I said to my team, oka
many guys are going to vote, trying to ge
to—encourage them again. And every p
including managers and coaches, all ga
the time that they would have to miss p
to vote. So you—[applause]. 

The President. That’s wonderful. T
good story. Appreciate it. 

Coach Pitino. This team, I think, is th
fect example of what a team is all about
suffer together. They cry together. Ever
that you’ve heard in Jimmy V.’s speech 
resented with this basketball team. Th
their best on the court. They do their b
the court. They love each other. 

They were so excited to see you toda
so were the coaching staff. [Laughter] A
just really, really are proud of what Lou
represents. We’re a blue-collar school. T
percent of our students have to have a 
job to pay for school. We have 26 Fu
scholars, more than MIT and Dartmouth
lot of elite universities—not Harvard—[
ter]—but most places like that. So we’r
real proud, because they’re overach
They go beyond it and have to work rea
It’s everything that our President is try
build with our country.

So this is a tremendous capping-off of
believable season. We have Kevin War
walking. He’ll soon be running. We have
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our players moving on. We have great academ-
ic prowess in the classroom. And we’ve got a

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:16 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
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chance today to cap off a great season with a
visit to the White House and meet a President
on our team that’s very much well loved. So
we’re very excited.

One thing is missing—if—for my players. If
Michelle was here, they would be off the lim-
its. [Laughter]

The President. Thank you, everybody. 

marks, he referred to Tim Henderson, P
Siva, Russ Smith, and Kevin Ware, g
Luke Hancock, guard-forward, Gorgui 
center, and Stephan Van Treese, forward
versity of Louisville men’s basketball tea
sa Junior, mother of Mr. Ware; and Rich
tino, Jr., head coach, University of Min
men’s basketball team. 

Remarks at Knox College in Galesburg, Illinois
July 24, 2013

The President. Hello, Galesburg! Well, it’s
good to be home in Illinois! It is good to be
back. [Applause] It’s good to be back. Thank
you, everybody. Everybody, have a seat, have a
seat. Well, it is good to be back.

I want to, first of all, thank Knox College. I
want to thank Knox College and your presi-
dent, Teresa Amott, for having me here today.
Give Teresa a big round of applause. I want to
thank your Congresswoman, Cheri Bustos,
who’s here. Where’s Cheri? There she is.
We’ve got Governor Quinn here. I’m told
we’ve got your Lieutenant Governor, Sheila Si-
mon, is here. There she is. Attorney General
Lisa Madigan is here. 

I see a bunch of my former colleagues, some
folks who I haven’t seen in years and I’m look-
ing forward to saying hi to. One in particular
I’ve got to mention, one of my favorites from
the Illinois Senate, John Sullivan is in the
house. John was one of my earliest supporters
when I was running for the U.S. Senate, and it
came in really handy because he’s got, like, 10
brothers, and his wife’s—and sisters, and his
wife has got 10 brothers and sisters—[laugh-
ter]—so they’ve got this entire precinct just in
their family. [Laughter] And they all look like
John—the brothers do—so he doesn’t have to
go to every event. He can just send one of his
brothers out. [Laughter] It is good to see them.

Dick Durbin couldn’t make it today, but he
sends his best. And we love Dick. He is doing a
great job. And we’ve got one of my favorite
neighbors, the Senator from Missouri, Claire
McCaskill, in the house, because we’re going

to Missouri later this afternoon. So
plause].

And all of you are here, and it’s great
you. And I hope everybody is having a w
ful summer. The weather is perfect. W
was in charge of that, good job. [Laughte

So, 8 years ago, I came here to deliv
commencement address for the class of
Now, things were a little different back
For example, I had no gray hair—[laugh
or a motorcade. Didn’t even have a pro
In fact, there was a problem in terms of
ing out the speech, because the printer
work here, and we had to drive it in
somewhere. [Laughter] But it was my fi
speech as your newest Senator.

And on the way here, I was telling Ch
Claire about how important this area was
of the areas that I spent the most time 
side of Chicago—and how much it repre
what’s best in America and folks who we
ing to work hard and do right by their fa
And I came here to talk about what a ch
economy was doing to the middle cla
what we, as a country, needed to do to g
ery American a chance to get ahead in th
century.

See, I had just spent a year traveli
State and listening to your stories: of 
Maytag workers losing their jobs whe
plant moved down to Mexico—a lot o
here remember that; of teachers whose s
weren’t keeping up with the rising cost 
ceries; of young people who had the dri
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the energy, but not the money to afford a col-
lege education.

we saved the auto industry, took on a broken
health care system. We invested in new Ameri-
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So these were stories of families who had
worked hard, believed in the American
Dream, but they felt like the odds were in-
creasingly stacked against them. And they were
right. Things had changed.

In the period after World War II, a growing
middle class was the engine of our prosperity.
Whether you owned a company or swept its
floors or worked anywhere in between, this
country offered you a basic bargain: a sense
that your hard work would be rewarded with
fair wages and decent benefits, the chance to
buy a home, to save for retirement, and most
of all, a chance to hand down a better life for
your kids.

But over time, that engine began to stall,
and a lot of folks here saw it. That bargain be-
gan to fray. Technology made some jobs obso-
lete. Global competition sends a lot of jobs
overseas. It became harder for unions to fight
for the middle class. Washington doled out
bigger tax cuts to the very wealthy and smaller
minimum wage increases for the working poor.

And so what happened was that the link be-
tween higher productivity and people’s wages
and salaries was broken. It used to be that, as
companies did better, as profits went higher,
workers also got a better deal. And that started
changing. So the income of the top 1 percent
nearly quadrupled from 1979 to 2007, but the
typical family’s incomes barely budged.

And towards the end of those three decades,
a housing bubble, credit cards, a churning fi-
nancial sector was keeping the economy artifi-
cially juiced up, so sometimes, it papered over
some of these long-term trends. But by the
time I took office in 2009 as your President, we
all know the bubble had burst, and it cost mil-
lions of Americans their jobs, and their homes,
and their savings. And I know a lot of folks in
this area were hurt pretty bad. And the de-
cades-long erosion that had been taking
place—the erosion of middle class security—
was suddenly laid bare for everybody to see.

Now, today, 5 years after the start of that
great recession, America has fought its way
back. We’ve fought our way back. So, together,

can technologies to reverse our addict
foreign oil. We doubled wind and solar 
Together, we put in place tough new ru
the big banks and protections to crack do
the worst practices of mortgage lende
credit card companies. We changed 
Code too skewed in favor of the wealth
the expense of working families, so we ch
that, and we locked in tax cuts for 98 per
Americans, and we asked those at the 
pay a little bit more.

So you add it all up, and over the p
months, our businesses have created 7
lion new jobs. This year, we’re off to our
gest private sector job growth since 1999

And because we bet on this country
denly, foreign companies are too. Righ
more Honda—of Honda’s cars are m
America than anyplace else on Earth.
Airbus, the European aircraft com
they’re building new planes in Alabam
then American companies like Ford are r
ing outsourcing with insourcing; they’re
ing jobs back home.

We sell more products made in Ame
the rest of the world than ever before. W
duce more natural gas than any coun
Earth. We’re about to produce more 
own oil than we buy from abroad for th
time in nearly 20 years. The cost of heal
is growing at its slowest rate in 50 year
our deficits are falling at the fastest rate
years.

So thanks to the grit and resilience a
termination of the American people—o
like you—we’ve been able to clear aw
rubble from the financial crisis. We’ve 
to lay a new foundation for stronger, mo
rable economic growth. And it’s happen
our own personal lives as well, right? A lo
tightened our belts, shed debt, maybe cu
couple of credit cards, refocused on
things that really matter.

As a country, we’ve recovered faste
gone further than most other advanced n
in the world. With new American revo
in energy and technology and manufac
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and health care, we’re actually poised to re-
verse the forces that battered the middle class

over the past couple of years in particular,
Washington hasn’t just ignored this problem;
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for so long and start building an economy
where everyone who works hard can get ahead.

But—and here’s the big “but”—I’m here to
tell you today that we’re not there yet. We all
know that. We’re not there yet. We’ve got
more work to do. Even though our businesses
are creating new jobs and have broken record
profits, nearly all the income gains of the past
10 years have continued to flow to the top 1
percent. The average CEO has gotten a raise
of nearly 40 percent since 2009. The average
American earns less than he or she did in 1999.
And companies continue to hold back on hir-
ing those who have been out of work for some
time.

Today, more students are earning their de-
gree, but soaring costs saddle them with unsus-
tainable debt. Health care costs are slowing
down, but a lot of working families haven’t
seen any of those savings yet. The stock market
rebound helped a lot of families get back much
of what they had lost in their 401(k)s, but mil-
lions of Americans still have no idea how
they’re going to be able to retire.

So, in many ways, the trends that I spoke
about here in 2005—8 years ago—the trend of
a winner-take-all economy where a few are do-
ing better and better and better, while every-
body else just treads water, those trends have
been made worse by the recession. And that’s a
problem.

This growing inequality—not just of result,
inequality of opportunity—this growing in-
equality, it’s not just morally wrong, it’s bad
economics. Because when middle class fami-
lies have less to spend, guess what, businesses
have fewer consumers. When wealth concen-
trates at the very top, it can inflate unstable
bubbles that threaten the economy. When the
rungs on the ladder of opportunity grow far-
ther and farther apart, it undermines the very
essence of America: that idea that if you work
hard, you can make it here.

And that’s why reversing these trends has to
be Washington’s highest priority. [Applause] It
has to be Washington’s highest priority. It’s
certainly my highest priority. Unfortunately,

too often, Washington has made things w
And I have to say that—because I’m l

around the room—I’ve got some friend
not just who are Democrats; I’ve got
friends here who are Republicans an
work—I worked with in the State legis
and they did great work. But right now
we’ve got in Washington, we’ve seen a 
group of Republican lawmakers sugge
they wouldn’t vote to pay the very bil
Congress rang up. And that fiasco har
fragile recovery in 2011, and we can’t af
repeat that.

Then, rather than reduce our deficits
scalpel by cutting out programs we don’t
fixing ones that we do need that maybe
need of reform, making Government m
ficient—instead of doing that—we’ve go
who’ve insisted on leaving in place a
cleaver called the sequester that’s cost jo
harmed growth. It’s hurt our military. It
ted investments in education and scien
medical research. Almost every credible
omist will tell you it’s been a huge drag 
recovery. And it means that we’re under
ing in the things that this country ne
make it a magnet for good jobs.

Then, over the last 6 months, this g
has gotten worse. I didn’t think that was
ble. [Laughter] The good news is, a g
number of Republican Senators are look
join their Democratic counterparts in tr
get things done in the Senate. So that’
news. For example, they worked toget
an immigration bill that economists s
boost our economy by more than a trillio
lars, strengthen border security, make t
tem work.

But you’ve got a faction of Republic
the House who won’t even give that bill 
And that same group gutted a farm b
America’s farmers depend on, but also A
ca’s most vulnerable children depend on

Audience member. Boo!
The President. And if you ask some o

folks—some of these folks, mostly 
House—about their economic agenda, 
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is that they’ll strengthen the middle class,
they’ll shift the topic to out-of-control Govern-

And that’s why, over the next several weeks,
in towns across this country, I will be engaging
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ment spending, despite the fact that we’ve cut
the deficit by nearly half as a share of the econ-
omy since I took office.

Or they’ll talk about Government assistance
for the poor, despite the fact that they’ve al-
ready cut early education for vulnerable kids.
They’ve already cut insurance for people
who’ve lost their jobs through no fault of their
own. Or they’ll bring up Obamacare—this is
tried and true—despite the fact that our busi-
nesses have created nearly twice as many jobs
in this recovery as businesses had at the same
point in the last recovery when there was no
Obamacare. So——

Audience member. My daughter has insur-
ance now!

The President. I appreciate that. That’s what
that’s is about. That’s what this is about. That’s
what we’ve been fighting for.

But with this endless parade of distractions
and political posturing and phony scandals,
Washington has taken its eye off the ball. And I
am here to say this needs to stop. This needs to
stop.

This moment does not require short-term
thinking. It does not require having the same
old stale debates. Our focus has to be on the
basic economic issues that matter most to you,
the people we represent. That’s what we have
to spend our time on and our energy on and
our focus on.

And as Washington prepares to enter anoth-
er budget debate, the stakes for our middle
class and everybody who is fighting to get into
the middle class could not be higher. The
countries that are passive in the face of a global
economy, those countries will lose the compe-
tition for good jobs. They will lose the competi-
tion for high living standards. That’s why
America has to make the investments neces-
sary to promote long-term growth and shared
prosperity: rebuilding our manufacturing base,
educating our workforce, upgrading our trans-
portation systems, upgrading our information
networks. That’s what we need to be talking
about. That’s what Washington needs to be fo-
cused on.

the American people in this debate. I’ll 
my ideas for how we build on the corner
of what it means to be middle class in A
and what it takes to work your way in
middle class in America: job security wit
wages and durable industries, a good 
tion, a home to call your own, affordable
care when you get sick, a secure retir
even if you’re not rich, reducing pover
ducing inequality, growing opportunity.
what we need. [Applause] That’s wh
need. That’s what we need right now. 
what we need to be focused on.

Now, some of these ideas I’ve talked
before. Some of the ideas I offer will b
Some will require Congress. Some I wi
sue on my own. Some ideas will benef
right away. Some will take years to fully 
ment. But the key is to break through th
dency in Washington to just bounce from
to crisis. What we need is not a 3-mont
or even a 3-year plan, we need a lon
American strategy, based on steady, per
effort, to reverse the forces that have con
against the middle class for decades. Th
to be our project.

Now, of course, we’ll keep pressing on
key priorities. I want to get this immig
bill done. We still need to work on re
gun violence. We’ve got to continue to e
war in Afghanistan, rebalance our fight 
Al Qaida. We need to combat climate c
We’ve got to stand up for civil rights. We
to stand up for women’s rights.

So all those issues are important, an
be fighting on every one of those issues.
we don’t have a growing, thriving middle
then we won’t have the resources to solv
of these problems. We won’t have the r
the optimism, the sense of unity that w
to solve many of these other issues.

Now, in this effort, I will look to wor
Republicans as well as Democrats wher
can. And I sincerely believe that the
members of both parties who understan
moment, understand what’s at stake, and
welcome ideas from anybody acros
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political spectrum. But I will not allow gridlock
or inaction or willful indifference to get in our

ting-edge jobs. So let’s tell the world that
America is open for business. I know there’s an
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way.
That means whatever executive authority I

have to help the middle class, I’ll use it. Where
I can’t act on my own and Congress isn’t coop-
erating, I’ll pick up the phone, I’ll call CEOs,
I’ll call philanthropists, I’ll call college presi-
dents, I’ll call labor leaders. I’ll call anybody
who can help and enlist them in our efforts.

Because the choices that we, the people,
make right now will determine whether or not
every American has a fighting chance in the
21st century. And it will lay the foundation for
our children’s future, our grandchildren’s fu-
ture, for all Americans.

So let me give you a quick preview of what
I’ll be fighting for and why. The first corner-
stone of a strong, growing middle class has to
be, as I said before, an economy that generates
more good jobs in durable, growing industries.
That’s how this area was built. That’s how
America prospered. Because anybody who was
willing to work, they could go out there, and
they could find themselves a job, and they
could build a life for themselves and their fam-
ily.

Now, over the past 4 years, for the first time
since the 1990s, the number of American man-
ufacturing jobs has actually gone up instead of
down. That’s the good news. But we can do
more. So I’m going to push new initiatives to
help more manufacturers bring more jobs back
to the United States. We’re going to continue
to focus on strategies to make sure our Tax
Code rewards companies that are not shipping
jobs overseas, but creating jobs right here in
the United States of America.

We want to make sure that—we’re going to
create strategies to make sure that good jobs in
wind and solar and natural gas that are lower-
ing costs and, at the same time, reducing dan-
gerous carbon pollution happen right here in
the United States.

And something that Cheri and I were talk-
ing about on the way over here, I’m going to be
pushing to open more manufacturing innova-
tion institutes that turn regions left behind by
global competition into global centers of cut-

old site right here in Galesburg, over on
mouth Boulevard; let’s put some folks to

Tomorrow I’ll also visit the Port of Ja
ville, Florida, to offer new ideas for doin
America has always done best, which is
ing things. Pat and I were talking be
came—backstage—Pat Quinn; he was 
about how I came over the Don M
Bridge. But we’ve got work to do all acr
country. We’ve got ports that aren’t rea
the new supertankers that are going to
passing through the new Panama Cana
years’ time. If we don’t get that done,
tankers are going to go someplace else. 
got more than 100,000 bridges that a
enough to qualify for Medicare. [Laught

Businesses depend on our transpo
systems, on our power grids, on our com
cations networks. And rebuilding them c
good-paying jobs right now that can’t b
sourced.

And by the way, this isn’t a Democrati
Republicans built a lot of stuff. This 
Land of Lincoln. Lincoln was all about
ing stuff—first Republican President. A
as a share of our economy, we invest less
infrastructure than we did two decade
And that’s inefficient at a time when 
cheap as it’s been since the 1950s to
things. It’s inexcusable at a time when so
of the workers who build stuff for a livi
sitting at home waiting for a call.

The longer we put this off, the more 
sive it will be and the less competitive w
be. Businesses of tomorrow will not loca
old roads and outdated ports. They’ll re
to places with high-speed Internet, and
tech schools, and systems that move air a
to traffic faster and, not to mention, w
parents home quicker from work becaus
be eliminating some of these traffic jam
we can watch all of that happen in other
tries and start falling behind, or we can 
to make it happen right here in the U
States.

In an age when jobs know no borders
panies are also going to seek out the co
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that boast the most talented citizens, and
they’ll reward folks who have the skills and the

our high schools so that they teach the skills re-
quired for a high-tech economy.
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talents they need; they’ll reward those folks
with good pay.

The days when the wages for a worker with
a high school degree could keep pace with the
earnings of somebody who got some sort of
higher education, those days are over. Every-
body here knows that. There are a whole
bunch of folks here whose dads or grandpas
worked at a plant, didn’t need a high school ed-
ucation. You could just go there. If you were
willing to work hard, you might be able to get
two jobs. And you could support your family,
have a vacation, own your home. But technolo-
gy and global competition, they’re not going
away. Those old days aren’t coming back.

So we can either throw up our hands and re-
sign ourselves to diminishing living standards,
or we can do what America has always done,
which is adapt and pull together and fight back
and win. That’s what we have to do.

And that brings me to the second corner-
stone of a strong middle class—and everybody
here knows it—an education that prepares our
children and our workers for the global compe-
tition that they’re going to face. And if you
think education is expensive, wait until you see
how much ignorance costs in the 21st century.
[Laughter]

If we don’t make this investment, we’re go-
ing to put our kids, our workers, and our coun-
try at a competitive disadvantage for decades.
So we have to begin in the earliest years. And
that’s why I’m going to keep pushing to make
high-quality preschool available for every 4-
year-old in America. Not just because we know
it works for our kids, but because it provides a
vital support system for working parents.

And I’m going to take action in the educa-
tion area to spur innovation that don’t require
Congress. So today, for example, as we speak,
Federal agencies are moving on my plan to
connect 99 percent of America’s students to
high-speed Internet over the next 5 years.
We’re making that happen right now. We’ve
already begun meeting with business leaders
and tech entrepreneurs and innovative educa-
tors to identify the best ideas for redesigning

And we’re also going to keep pushin
efforts to train workers for changing jo
here in Galesburg, for example, a lot 
workers that were laid off at Maytag ch
enroll in retraining programs like the 
Carl Sandburg College. And while it did
off for everyone, a lot of the folks who w
trained found jobs that suited them even
and paid even more than the ones the
lost.

And that’s why I’ve asked Congress to
“community college to career” initiative 
workers can earn the skills that high-tec
demand without leaving their hometow
I’m going to challenge CEOs from so
America’s best companies to hire more A
cans who’ve got what it takes to fill th
opening, but have been laid off for so lon
nobody is giving their résumé an honest 

Audience member. More talent!
The President. True that. That too.
I’m also going to use the power of my

over the next few months to highlight 
that’s straining the budgets of just abou
American family, and that’s the soaring 
higher education. Everybody is touch
this, including your President, who 
whole bunch of loans he had to pa
[Laughter]

Three years ago, I worked with Dem
to reform the student loan system so th
payer dollars stopped padding the poc
big banks and instead helped more kids
college. Then, I capped loan repayment
percent of monthly incomes for respo
borrowers, so that if somebody graduat
they decided to take a teaching job, for
ple, that didn’t pay a lot of money, they
that they were never going to have to pay
than 10 percent of their income and they
afford to go into a profession that they
That’s in place right now. And this week
working with both parties to reverse th
bling of student loan rates that happened
weeks ago because of congressional inac

So this is all a good start, but it isn’t e
Families and taxpayers can’t just keep 
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more and more and more into an undisciplined
system where costs just keep on going up and
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up and up. We’ll never have enough loan mon-
ey, we’ll never have enough grant money, to
keep up with costs that are going up 5, 6, 7 per-
cent a year. We’ve got to get more out of what
we pay for.

Now, some colleges are testing new ap-
proaches to shorten the path to a degree or
blending teaching with online learning to help
students master material and earn credits in
less time. In some States, they’re testing new
ways to fund college based not just on how
many students enroll, but how many of them
graduate, how well did they do.

So this afternoon I’ll visit the University of
Central Missouri to highlight their efforts to
deliver more bang for the buck to their stu-
dents. And in the coming months, I will lay out
an aggressive strategy to shake up the system,
tackle rising costs, and improve value for mid-
dle class students and their families. It is criti-
cal that we make sure that college is affordable
for every single American who’s willing to work
for it.

Now, so you’ve got a good job; you get a
good education—those have always been the
key stepping stones into the middle class. But a
home of your own has always been the clearest
expression of middle class security. For most
families, that’s your biggest asset. For most
families, that’s where your life’s work has been
invested. And that changed during the crisis,
when we saw millions of middle class families
experience their home values plummeting.
The good news is, over the past 4 years, we’ve
helped more responsible homeowners stay in
their homes. And today, sales are up, and pric-
es are up, and fewer Americans see their
homes underwater.

But we’re not done yet. The key now is to
encourage homeownership that isn’t based on
unrealistic bubbles, but instead, is based on a
solid foundation, where buyers and lenders
play by the same set of rules, rules that are
clear and transparent and fair.

So already, I’ve asked Congress to pass a re-
ally good, bipartisan idea—one that was cham-
pioned, by the way, by Mitt Romney’s econom-

mortgage while rates are still low so th
save thousands of dollars a year. It will be
tax cut for families who can refinance.

Now, I’m also acting on my own 
redtape for responsible families who w
get a mortgage but the bank is saying no
work with both parties to turn the pa
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac and b
housing finance system that’s rock solid 
ture generations.

So we’ve got more work to do to stren
homeownership in this country. But alon
homeownership, the fourth cornersto
what it means to be middle class in this c
is a secure retirement. And I hear fro
many people across the country, face to 
in letters that they send me, that they fe
retirement is just receding from their 
It’s getting farther and farther away. The
see it.

Now, today, a rising stock market ha
lions of retirement balances going up
some of the losses that had taken place 
the financial crisis have been recovere
we still live with an upside-down system
those at the top, folks like me, get gener
incentives to save, while tens of milli
hard-working Americans who are stru
they get none of those breaks at all. So
work to reform our Tax Code, we shou
new ways to make it easier for workers 
away money and free middle class fa
from the fear that they won’t be able to r

And if Congress is looking for a bip
place to get started, I should just say
don’t have to look far. We mentioned im
tion reform before. Economists show th
migration reform makes undocumented
ers pay their full fare—share of taxes, an
actually shores up the Social Security 
for years. So we should get that done.

All right. Good job, good education fo
kids, home of your own, secure retireme

Fifth, I’m going to keep focusing on 
care because middle class families and 
business owners deserve the security of
ing that neither an accident or an illness
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ing to threaten the dreams that you’ve worked
a lifetime to build.

So just last week, New York announced that
premiums for consumers who buy their insur-
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As we speak, we’re well on our way to fully
implementing the Affordable Care Act. We’re
going to implement it. Now, if you’re one of
the 85 percent of Americans who already have
health insurance, either through the job or
Medicare or Medicaid, you don’t have to do
anything, but you do have new benefits and
better protections than you did before. You
may not know it, but you do. Free checkups,
mammograms, discounted medicines if you’re
on Medicare—that’s what the Affordable Care
Act means. You’re already getting a better
deal. No lifetime limits.

If you don’t have health insurance, then
starting on October 1, private plans will actual-
ly compete for your business, and you’ll be able
to comparison shop online. There will be a
marketplace online, just like you’d buy a flat-
screen TV or plane tickets or anything else
you’re doing online, and you’ll be able to buy
an insurance package that fits your budget and
is right for you.

And if you’re one of the up to half of all
Americans who’ve been sick or have a preexist-
ing condition—if you look at this auditorium,
about half of you probably have a preexisting
condition that insurance companies could use
to not give you insurance if you lost your job or
lost your insurance—well, this law means that
beginning January 1, insurance companies will
finally have to cover you and charge you the
same rates as everybody else, even if you have
a preexisting condition. That’s what the Afford-
able Care Act does. That’s what it does.

Now, look, I know—because I’ve been living
it—that there are folks out there who are ac-
tively working to make this law fail. I mean—
and I don’t always understand exactly what
their logic is here, why they think giving insur-
ance to folks who don’t have it and making
folks with insurance a little more secure, why
they think that’s a bad thing. But despite the
politically motivated misinformation campaign,
the States that have committed themselves to
making this law work are finding that competi-
tion and choice are actually pushing costs
down.

ance in these online marketplaces will
least 50 percent lower than what they’re 
today—50 percent lower. So folks’ pre
in the individual market will drop by 5
cent. And for them and for the milli
Americans who’ve been able to cover the
kids for the first time, like this gentleme
just said his daughter has got health insu
or have been able to cover their emp
more cheaply or are able to have their ki
are younger than—who are 25 or 26 s
their parent’s plan—for all those folks,
have the security of knowing that ever
you’ve worked hard for is no longer one
away from being wiped out.

Now, finally, as we work to strengthen
cornerstones of middle class security—
job with decent wages and benefits, a go
ucation, home of your own, retirement 
ty, health care security—I’m going to ma
case for why we’ve got to rebuild ladders
portunity for all those Americans who h
quite made it yet, who are working har
are still suffering poverty wages, who are
gling to get full-time work.

There are a lot of folks who are still
gling out here, too many people in p
Here in America, we’ve never guarantee
cess; that’s not what we do. More than
other countries, we expect people to be s
liant. Nobody is going to do something f
We’ve tolerated a little more inequality 
sake of a more dynamic, more adaptable
omy. That’s all for the good. But that id
always been combined with a commitm
equality of opportunity to upward mobil
idea that no matter how poor you star
you’re willing to work hard and discipline
self and defer gratification, you can m
too. That’s the American idea.

Unfortunately, opportunities for u
mobility in America have gotten harder 
over the past 30 years. And that’s a betr
the American idea. And that’s why we h
do a lot more to give every America
chance to work their way into the middle
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Now, the best defense against all of these
forces—global competition, economic polar-
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ization—is the strength of the community. So
we need to—we need a new push to rebuild
rundown neighborhoods. We need new part-
nerships with some of the hardest hit towns in
America to get them back on their feet. And
because no one who works full-time in Ameri-
ca should have to live in poverty, I am going to
keep making the case that we need to raise the
minimum wage, because it’s lower right now
than it was when Ronald Reagan took office.
It’s time for the minimum wage to go up.

We’re not a people who allow chance of
birth to decide life’s biggest winners and los-
ers. And after years in which we’ve seen how
easy it can be for any of us to fall on hard
times—folks in Galesburg, folks in the Quad
Cities, you know there are good people who
work hard, sometimes, they get a bad break: a
plant leaves, somebody gets sick, somebody
loses a home. We’ve seen it in our family and
in our friends and in our neighbors. We’ve
seen it happen. And that means we cannot turn
our backs when bad breaks hit any of our fel-
low citizens.

So good jobs, a better bargain for the middle
class and the folks who are working to get into
the middle class, an economy that grows from
the middle out, not the top down—that’s
where I will focus my energies. That’s where I
will focus my energies not just for the next few
months, but for the remainder of my Presiden-
cy.

These are the plans that I’ll lay out across
this country. But I won’t be able to do it alone,
so I’m going to be calling on all of us to take up
this cause. We’ll need our businesses, who are
some of the best in the world, to pressure Con-
gress to invest in our future. And I’ll be asking
our businesses to set an example by providing
decent wages and salaries to their own employ-
ees. And I’m going to highlight the ones that
do just that.

There are companies like Costco, which
pays good wages and offers good benefits.
Companies like—there are companies like the
Container Store, that prides itself on training
its employees and on employee satisfaction.

businesses to treat workers well. It’s go
America.

So I’m going to be calling on the priva
tor to step up. I will be saying to Dem
we’ve got to question some of our old as
tions. We’ve got to be willing to redesign
rid of programs that don’t work as well a
should. We’ve got to be willing to—we
to embrace changes to cherished priori
that they work better in this new age. W
just—Democrats can’t just stand pat an
defend whatever Government’s doing.
believe that Government can give the m
class a fair shot in this new century—an
lieve that—we’ve got an obligation to pr
And that means that we’ve got to be o
new ways of doing things.

And we’ll need Republicans in Cong
set aside short-term politics and work w
to find common ground. Now, it’s inter
in the runup to this speech, a lot of rep
say that, well, Mr. President, these are a
ideas, but some of them you’ve said b
some of them sound great, but you ca
those through Congress. Republicans 
agree with you. And I say, look, the 
there are Republicans in Congress righ
who privately agree with me on a lot 
ideas I’ll be proposing. I know because t
said so. But they worry they’ll face swift
cal retaliation for cooperating with me.

Now, there are others who will dismis
idea I’ve put forward either because 
playing to their most strident supporters
some cases, because, sincerely, they h
fundamentally different vision for Am
one that says inequality is both inevitab
just; one that says an unfettered free m
without any restraints inevitably produc
best outcomes, regardless of the pain a
certainty imposed on ordinary familie
Government is the problem and we shou
shrink it as small as we can.

In either case, I say to these Memb
Congress: I’m laying out my ideas to gi
middle class a better shot, so now it’s ti
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you to lay out your ideas. You can’t just be
against something, you got to be for something.

But you know, if that’s our choice—if we
just stand by and do nothing in the face of im-
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Even if you think I’ve done everything
wrong, the trends I just talked about were hap-
pening well before I took office. So it’s not
enough for you just to oppose me, you got to
be for something. What are your ideas? If
you’re willing to work with me to strengthen
American manufacturing and rebuild this
country’s infrastructure, let’s go. If you’ve got
better ideas to bring down the cost of college
for working families, let’s hear them. If you
think you have a better plan for making sure
that every American has the security of quality,
affordable health care, then stop taking mean-
ingless repeal votes and share your concrete
ideas with the country.

Repealing Obamacare and cutting spending
is not an economic plan. [Laughter] It’s not.

If you’re serious about a balanced, long-
term fiscal plan that replaces the mindless cuts
currently in place, or if you’re interested in tax
reform that closes corporate loopholes and
gives working families a better deal, I’m ready
to work. But you should know that I will not
accept deals that don’t meet the basic test of
strengthening the prospects of hard-working
families. This is the agenda we have to be
working on.

We’ve come a long way since I first took of-
fice. As a country, we’re older and wiser. I
don’t know if I’m wiser, but I’m certainly older.
[Laughter] And as long as Congress doesn’t
manufacture another crisis—as long as we
don’t shut down the Government just because
I’m for keeping it open—[laughter]—as long
as we don’t risk a U.S. default over paying bills
that we’ve already racked up, something that
we’ve never done—we can probably muddle
along without taking bold action. If we stand
pat and we don’t do any of the things I talked
about, our economy will grow, although slower
than it should. New businesses will form. The
unemployment rate will probably tick down a
little bit. Just by virtue of our size and our nat-
ural resources and, most of all, because of the
talent of our people, America will remain a
world power, and the majority of us will figure
out how to get by.

mense change—understand that part 
character will be lost. Our founding p
about wide-open opportunity, each gene
doing better than the last, that will be a
not reality. The position of the middle cl
erode further. Inequality will continue
crease. Money’s power will distort our p
even more.

Social tensions will rise, as various 
fight to hold on to what they have o
blaming somebody else for why their p
isn’t improving. And the fundamenta
mism that’s always propelled us forwa
give way to cynicism or nostalgia.

And that’s not the vision I have fo
country. It’s not the vision you have f
country. That’s not the America we 
That’s not the vision we should be settli
That’s not a vision we should be passing
our children.

I have now run my last campaign. I 
intend to wait until the next campaign 
next President before tackling the issu
matter. I care about one thing and one
only, and that’s how to use every minut
only thing I care about is how to use ever
ute of the remaining 1,276 days of my t
[laughter]—to make this country wo
working Americans again. That’s all 
about. I don’t have another election.

Because I’ll tell you, Galesburg, that’s
I believe America needs to go. I believe
where the American people want to go. 
may seem hard today, but if we’re wil
take a few bold steps—if Washington w
shake off its complacency and set asi
kind of slash-and-burn partisanship that
just seen for way too long—if we just
some commonsense decisions, our ec
will be stronger a year from now. It w
stronger 5 years from now. It will be st
10 years from now.

If we focus on what matters, then
Americans will know the pride of that fir
check. More Americans will have the sa
tion of flipping the sign to “Open” on the
business. More Americans will have the
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scratching the height of their kid on that door
of their brandnew home.

world to the prairie and then the prairie send
out its bounty to the world. And he saw the ad-
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And in the end, isn’t that what makes us spe-
cial? It’s not the ability to generate incredible
wealth for the few, it’s our ability to give every-
body a chance to pursue their own true mea-
sure of happiness. We haven’t just wanted suc-
cess for ourselves, we want it for our neighbors
too.

That’s why—[applause]—I mean, when we
think about our own communities, we’re not a
mean people, we’re not a selfish people, we’re
not a people that just looks out for number
one. Why should our politics reflect those
kinds of values? That’s why we don’t call it
John’s dream or Susie’s dream or Barack’s
dream or Pat’s dream, we call it the American
Dream. And that’s what makes this country
special: the idea that no matter who you are or
what you look like or where you come from or
who you love, you can make it if you try. And
that’s what we’re fighting for.

So yes, Congress is tough right now, but
that’s not going to stop me. We’re going to do
everything we can, wherever we can, with or
without Congress, to make things happen.
We’re going to take—go on the road and talk
to you, and you’ll have ideas, and we want to
see which ones we can implement. But we’re
going to focus on this thing that matters.

One of America’s greatest writers, Carl
Sandburg, born right here in Galesburg over a
century ago—he saw the railroads bring the

vent of new industries, new technologie
he watched populations shift. He saw fo
made and lost. And he saw how change
be painful, how a new age could unsettl
held customs and ways of life. But he ha
frontier optimism, and so he saw som
more on the horizon. And he wrote: “I sp
new cities and new people. The past is a 
of ashes. Yesterday is a wind gone down
dropped in the west. There is only an oc
tomorrows, a sky of tomorrows.”

Well, America, we’ve made it throu
worst of yesterday’s winds. We just h
have the courage to keep moving fo
We’ve got to set our eyes on the horizo
will find an ocean of tomorrows. We will
sky of tomorrows for the American peop
for this great country that we love.

So thank you. God bless you, and Go
the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:13 p
Memorial Gymnasium. In his remarks, 
ferred to Illinois State Attorney Gener
Madigan; Joan Sullivan, wife of Illinois
Senator John M. Sullivan; 2012 Repu
Presidential nominee W. Mitt Romney; 
Glenn Hubbard, dean, Columbia Uni
Business School, in his former capacity a
economic adviser to Mr. Romney.

Remarks at the University of Central Missouri in Warrensburg, Missour
July 24, 2013

Hello, Warrensburg! Hello, Mules! Hello,
Jennies! Well, I know it’s hot. [Laughter]
That’s why I took off my jacket. If you’ve still
got yours on, feel free to take it off. It is great
to be back in Missouri. It’s great to be back in
the Midwest. It’s great to be here at UCM.

I want to thank your outstanding president,
Dr. Chuck Ambrose, for having me here today.
Give Brian a big round of applause for the in-
troduction. You’ve got your outstanding Gover-
nor, Jay Nixon, in the house. Your mayor,
Charlie Rutt, is here. And I brought a special

guest with me who is celebrating her bi
today: your Senator, Claire McCaskill.
ured, the least I could do is give her a r
Air Force One for her birthday. [Laught

So we’ve got Mules in the house. We
Jennies in the house. We’ve got Gove
we’ve got Senators, and now we’ve pr
got some very confused people watch
home, because they’re—who is Jennie? 
[laughter].

I want to thank all the students who
out on a summer afternoon. I know tha
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mer is—especially a day as pretty as today, it’s
tempting to be outside. I know classes don’t

So a lot of middle class families began to feel
that the odds were stacked against them, and

is was
ousing

axing
 highly
l deals
econo-
 by the
n out.
ricans
s. And
ecurity

ter—5
ca has
ved an
th care
chnol-
oreign
 ener-
 tough
enders
ed the
s folks
op like
kewed
lready
hat to-

onths,
.2 mil-
 stron-
99. All
e sell

rest of
 more
We’re
an we
t time
cost of
 in 50
health
at the
en cut
e.
ricans
We’ve
of the
start for a few more weeks. You could be over
on Pine Street beating the heat. The—[ap-
plause]. Now that I think about it, it may be
good that you’re here instead of getting into
trouble. [Laughter]

I’ve just come from Knox College in Gales-
burg, Illinois, where I gave a pretty long
speech on the economy. I will not repeat the
whole thing here. But what I did want to talk
about today is what I’ve talked about when I
gave my first big speech as a Senator 8 years
ago, and that’s where we as a country need to
go to give every American a chance to get
ahead in the 21st century. And UCM under-
stands how important that is.

Just a little context here. In the period after
World War II, you had a growing middle class
that was the engine of our prosperity. The
economy did well in part because everybody
was participating. And whether you owned a
company or you swept the floors of that com-
pany or you worked anywhere in between,
America offered a basic bargain: If you work
hard, then you’ll be rewarded with fair wages
and benefits. You’ll have the chance to buy
your own home. You’ll have the chance to save
for retirement. You’ll have the protection of
decent health insurance. But most of all, you’ll
have the chance to pass on a better life to your
kids.

And then what happened was, that engine
began to stall. The bargain began to fray. So
technology made some jobs obsolete. All right?
Nobody goes to a bank teller anymore. You
want to schedule a trip somewhere, you get on-
line. Global competition sent some jobs over-
seas. When I was in Galesburg, we talked
about the Maytag plant that used to make
household brands there, and people—thou-
sands of people used to work in the plant, and
it went down to Mexico. Then Washington
doled out bigger tax cuts to folks at the top in-
come brackets, smaller minimum wage in-
creases for people who were struggling. You
combine all this, and the income of the top 1
percent quadrupled from 1979 to 2007, but the
typical family’s incomes barely budged.

they were right. And then for a while, th
kind of papered over because we had a h
bubble going on, and everybody was m
out on their credit cards, everybody was
leveraged, there were a lot of financia
going around. And so it looked like the 
my was going to be doing okay, but then
time I took office, the bottom had falle
And it cost, as we know, millions of Ame
their jobs or their homes or their saving
that long-term erosion of middle class s
was evident for everybody to see.

Now, the good news is, 5 years la
years after the crisis first hit—Ameri
fought its way back. So together, we sa
auto industry. We took on a broken heal
system. We invested in new American te
ogies to reducereverse our addiction to f
oil. We doubled the production of clean
gy. Natural gas took off. We put in place
new rules on big banks and mortgage l
and credit card companies. We chang
Tax Code so it was fair for middle clas
and didn’t just benefit folks at the very t
me. No, it’s true, because things were s
too much towards folks who were a
blessed, already lucky. And you take all t
gether, and now you add it all up.

What we’ve seen is, over the past 40 m
our businesses have created more than 7
lion new jobs. This year, we’re off to our
gest private sector job growth since 19
right? Our exports have surged, so w
more products made in America to the 
the world than ever before. We produce
natural gas than any country on Earth. 
about to produce more of our own oil th
buy from overseas, and that’s the firs
that’s happened in nearly 20 years. The 
health care is growing at its slowest rate
years, so we’re slowing the growth of 
care costs. And our deficits are falling 
fastest rate in 60 years. Deficits have be
by almost half from the time I took offic

So we did this together, because Ame
are gritty and resilient and work hard. 
been able to clear away the rubble 
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financial crisis. We’re starting to lay a new
foundation for more durable economic growth.

trillion dollars. But so far at least, there’s a fac-
tion of House Republicans who won’t let the
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And with the new revolutions in energy and
technology and manufacturing and health care,
we’re actually poised—we’re in a position to
reverse all those forces that battered middle
class families for too long. We can start build-
ing now an economy where everybody who
works hard can get ahead. That’s all good.
That’s the good news.

But, Missouri, I’m here to tell you what you
already know, which is, we’re not there yet. In
some ways, the trends that have been building
for decades—this winner-take-all economy
where a few do better and better, but every-
body else just treads water—all those trends
were made worse by the recession. And revers-
ing these trends has to be Washington’s num-
ber-one priority. [Applause] It has to be Wash-
ington’s number-one priority.

Putting people back to work, making sure
the economy is working for everybody, build-
ing the middle class, making sure they’re se-
cure—that’s my highest priority. That’s what
I’m interested in. Because when the economy
is working for middle class families, it solves an
awful lot of other problems. Now the poor start
having ladders of opportunity they can climb
into if they work hard. A lot of the social ten-
sions are reduced because everybody is feeling
pretty good.

Now, unfortunately, over the past couple of
years in particular, Washington hasn’t just ig-
nored this problem, they’ve actually made it
worse. And I am interested in working with ev-
erybody, and there are a bunch of not just
Democrats, but also Republicans who recog-
nize that Washington is not working. But we’ve
also seen a group of folks, particularly in the
House, a group of Republicans in Congress
that—they suggested they wouldn’t vote to pay
the bills that Congress had already run up. And
that fiasco harmed a fragile recovery back in
2011.

We’ve got a growing number of Republican
Senators who are trying to get things done with
their Democratic counterparts, just passed an
immigration bill that economists say are—is
going to boost our economy by more than a

bill go to the floor for a vote. And if y
them: “Well, okay, well, what’s your eco
agenda for the middle class? How are we
to grow our economy so everybody pros
They’ll start talking about out-of-contro
ernment spending; although, as I said, G
ment spending has actually gone down a
deficits are going down. Or they’ll talk
Obamacare, the whole idea that some
we don’t provide health insurance to 50 m
Americans, that’s going to improve the 
my. Never mind the fact that our jobs gro
a lot faster now than it was during the l
covery, when Obamacare wasn’t around.

So we’ve got some basic challenge
we’re just going to have to meet. We’ve c
deficit. We’re creating jobs at nearly tw
pace. We are providing health care for A
cans that need it. But we now have to ge
and focus on what’s important. An endl
rade of distractions and political posturi
phony scandals can’t get in the way of w
need to do. And I’m here to say, it’s got t
We’ve got to focus on jobs and the ec
and helping middle class families get 
And if we do that, we’re going to solve a
lot of problems.

And as we’re thinking about these issu
can’t get involved in short-term thinkin
can’t have all the same old debates. Tha
what the moment requires. We’ve got to
on the core economic issues that matter 
And as Washington is now preparing for 
er debate about the budget, the stakes
not be higher. If we don’t make the 
ments America needs to make this cou
magnet for good jobs, if we don’t make 
ments in education and manufacturing a
ence and research and transportation a
formation networks, we will be wavin
white flag while other countries forge ah
a global economy. If we just stand by a
nothing, we’re saying it’s okay for middl
folks to keep taking it on the chin. And 
think it’s okay.

And that’s why I came here to Warre
today. I need you involved in this debate
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mind Washington what’s at stake. And over the
next several weeks, in towns just like this one,

folks who a generation ago could just walk into
a factory or a plant, didn’t have a lot of skills,
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I’m going to lay out my ideas for how we build
on the cornerstones of what it means to be
middle class, what it takes to work your way in-
to the middle class: a good job with good wages
in durable, growing industries; a good educa-
tion for our kids and our workers; a home to
call your own; affordable health care that’s
there for you when you or your family mem-
bers get sick; a secure retirement even if you’re
not rich; more ladders of opportunity for peo-
ple who want to earn their way into the middle
class as long as they’re willing to work for it.

And what we need what we need is not a 3-
month plan or even a 3-year plan, we need a
long-term plan based on steady, persistent ef-
fort to reverse the forces that have conspired
against middle class families for decades. And I
am confident—I know—there are members of
both parties who understand what’s at stake.

So I welcome ideas from anybody across the
political spectrum. But I’m not going to allow
gridlock or inaction or willful indifference to
get in this country’s way. We’ve got to get mov-
ing. So where I can act on my own, I’m going
to. I’m not going to wait for Congress. Because
the choices that we make now aren’t just going
to determine what happens to the young peo-
ple here at this school, it’s going to determine
what happens to your kids and your grandkids.
So one thing I really want to focus on here, be-
cause UCM is doing some extraordinary
things, I want to focus on just briefly that sec-
ond cornerstone: an education that prepares
our kids and our workers for the global compe-
tition that you’ll face. That is why I wanted to
highlight what’s happening here at University
of Central Missouri, because you guys are do-
ing some things right.

In an age where business knows no borders,
jobs are going to seek out the countries that
have the most talented, skilled citizens, and
those are the folks who are going to make a
good living. The days when the wages for a
worker with a high school degree could keep
pace with the earnings of somebody with a col-
lege degree, those days are over. You can see it
all throughout the Midwest, where you’ve got

get trained on the job, make a good livin
out a middle class life. That’s not going t
pen anymore. Technology, global compe
those things are not going away. 

So we can either throw up our hands a
sign ourselves to lower living standards
can do what America has always done: W
adapt, we can pull together, we can figh
we can win. And if we don’t invest in Am
education, then we’re going to put ou
our workers, our countries, our business
competitive disadvantage. Because if you
it’s—if you think education is expensiv
should see how much ignorance is going 
in the 21st century. It’s going to be expe

So what do we need to do on educ
Number one, it’s got to start in the e
years. And that means working with St
make high-quality preschool available fo
4-year-old in America. Every study show
is a smart investment, encourages healt
haviors, increases our kids’ success in the
room, increases their earning power a
grow up, reduces rates of teen pregnan
duces criminal behavior. It’s really imp
And any working parent will tell yo
knowing your kid is in a safe place to lea
big relief, so it’s also important for the pa

Now, this idea of early childhood edu
it shouldn’t be partisan. States with Repu
Governors are doing it just like a lot of D
cratic Governors are doing it. Our kids
care about politics. We should prove t
care about them and make this thing h
And I’m going to keep on pushing, as lo
am President, until we have a situation 
every kid is getting a good, healthy start
and are prepared when they go to schoo

We’re going to take action on proven
to upgrade our schools that don’t requir
gress. So, for example, last month, 
nounced a goal of connecting 99 perc
America’s students to high-speed In
within 5 years. We’re working—we’re
ahead and taking steps for that to happe
now. Now, some of you may have go
schools where you had Internet in 
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classroom, but a lot of schools right now,
they’ve got a—maybe a computer lab, but if

up, then there’s never going to be enough
money. I can keep student loan rates low, but
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you go in the classroom, kids, they don’t have
it. In America, in this country, every child at
every desk should have access to the entire
world’s information, and every teacher should
have the cutting-edge technology to help their
kids succeed and learn. We’re going to make
that happen.

We’ve got to rethink our high schools so that
our kids graduate with the real-world skills that
this new age demands. We’ve got to reward the
schools that forge partnerships with local col-
leges and businesses and that focus on the
fields of the future, like science and technology
and math and engineering.

And I’m going to use the power of my office
over the next few months to highlight a topic
that affects probably everybody here, and that
is the soaring cost of higher education. Now, 3
years ago, I worked with Democrats to reform
the student loan system so that taxpayer dollars
weren’t going to pad the pockets of big banks
and instead were going to help students get a
college education. So millions of students were
helped by that. We took action to cap loan re-
payments at 10 percent of monthly incomes for
responsible borrowers. A lot of young people
don’t know this, but if you’ve taken out Federal
loans, then if you choose a job, let’s say, that
doesn’t pay as much as you’d like or you de-
serve, if you’re a teacher or some other profes-
sion, you only have to pay 10 percent of your
income, which means that you can afford to go
to college and know that you’re not going to be
broke when you graduate, which is important.
And not enough young people are using this.

As we speak—and then, as we speak, we’re
working with both parties to reverse the dou-
bling of student loan rates that happened a few
weeks ago because Congress didn’t get its act
together. We’ve got to get student loan rates—
interest rates back down.

So these are all good steps, but here’s the
problem, and this is where what’s happening at
University of Central Missouri is so important.
We can put more and more money into stu-
dent loans, we can put more and more money
into grants, but if college costs keep on going

if you’re borrowing $80,000 for colle
$100,000 and you get out, it doesn’t 
whether interest rate is 3.5 or 8.5, you’
going to have trouble repaying it. It’ll ta
longer to buy a house. If you’ve got an id
a business, it’s going to take you longer
vest in starting your business.

So we’ve got to do something about c
costs. Families and taxpayers can’t jus
paying more and more into an undisc
system. We’ve got to get a better bang f
buck. So States have to do their part by 
tizing higher education in their budgets,
Because part of the reason tuition’s bee
rocketing is colleges aren’t—State-funde
leges aren’t getting as much funding, 
then tuition is going up on the backs 
dents and families. But we’ve also got 
new ways of funding based not just o
many students enroll, but how well th
And colleges have to do their part by k
costs from going up.

So here at Central Missouri, you are 
ratory for this kind of innovation. I had 
discussion with not only the president 
university, but also the superintende
schools here, the head of the communi
leges. What’s happened at UCM is you’v
nered with the Lee’s Summit School D
with the Metropolitan Community C
with local health care, engineering, e
and infrastructure firms—all industrie
are going to drive job growth in the fu
and everybody is now working toget
equip students with better skills, allow th
graduate faster, with less debt, and wi
certainty of being able to get a job at the
end. That’s a recipe for success over th
term.

So we’ve got students at Summit Tec
gy Academy—[applause]—there we go.
students, they’re beginning to accrue 
towards an associate’s degree while they
in high school, which means they can
here to earn a bachelor’s degree in 2 yea
graduate debt free. Debt free, on a fast t
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And because the community colleges and
industries are involved, students are making

cause this has to be our core project for the
next decade.
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quicker decisions about the industries that are
going to create jobs, and the businesses are
helping to design the programs to make sure
that they have the skills for those jobs so that
not only are you graduating debt free, but you
also know that you’ve got a job waiting for you
on the other end.

Now, that is exactly the kind of innovation
we need when it comes to college costs. That’s
what’s happening right here in Warrensburg.
And I want the entire country to notice it, and
I want other colleges to take a look at what’s
being done here. And I’ve asked my team to
shake the trees all across the country for some
of the best ideas out there for keeping college
costs down, so that as students prepare to go
back to school, I’m in a position to lay out
what’s going to be an aggressive strategy to
shake up the system, to make sure that middle
class students, working class students, poor
kids who have the drive and the wherewithal
and want to get a good college education, they
can get it without basically mortgaging their
entire future. We can make this happen, but
this is an example of the kind of thing we’ve got
to focus on instead of a bunch of distractions in
Washington.

So tackling college costs, creating more
good jobs, establishing a better bargain for
middle class families and everybody trying to
work to join into it, an economy that grows not
from the top down, but from the middle out—
that’s not just what I’m going to focus on for
the next few months, that’s what I’m going to
be focused on for the remainder of my Presi-
dency. And I’m going to take these plans all
across the country, and I’m going to ask folks
for help because, frankly, sometimes, I just
can’t wait for Congress. It just takes them a
long time to decide on stuff.

So we’re going to reach out to CEOs, and
we’re going to reach out to workers, and we’re
going to reach out to college presidents, and
we’re going to reach out to students. We’ll talk
to Democrats and Independents, and yes, I
will be asking Republicans to get involved, be-

I want to lay out my ideas to give the m
class a better shot in the 21st century
look, I want Republicans to lay out th
their ideas. If they’ve got a better idea to
down college costs that we haven’t thou
let’s hear them. I’m ready to go. If they’v
better plan to make sure that every Am
knows the security of affordable health
then please share it with the class. Rais
hand. [Applause] You know? But wh
can’t do is just manufacture another cri
cause you think it might be good politic
as our economy is getting some traction
you can’t do is shut down our Governme
because I’m for opening the Governmen
can’t threaten not to pay the bills this c
racked up or to cut investments in edu
and science and basic research that are
to help us grow.

If we’re going to manage deficits and
let’s do it in a sensible way. We can do
we work together. And it may seem har
now, but if we’re willing to take a few
steps—if Washington will just shake 
complacency, set aside the kind of slas
burn partisanship that we’ve seen over th
few years—I promise you, our economy 
stronger a year from now, just like it’s st
now than it was last year. And then it 
stronger 5 years from now, and then it 
stronger 10 years from now. And more A
cans will have the pride of a first pay
And more Americans will have the satis
of starting their own business and flippin
sign that says “Open.” More folks will ha
thrill of marching across the stage to ear
ploma from a university like this and
know that they’ve got a job waiting for
when they graduate.

What makes us special—a lot of tim
talk about American exceptionalism, and
how much we love this country, and the
so many wonderful things about our co
But what makes us the envy of the wor
not just been our ability to generate incr
wealth for a few people, it’s the fact that
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given everybody a chance to pursue their own
true measure of happiness. That’s who we are.

every minute, every second, as long as I have
the privilege of being in this office, making sure
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We haven’t just wanted success for our-
selves, we want it for our neighbors. We want it
for our neighborhoods. That’s why we don’t
call it Bob’s dream or Barbara’s dream or
Barack’s dream, we call it the American
Dream. It’s one that we share. That’s who we
are: the idea that no matter who you are, what
you look like, where you come from, who you
love, you can make it here in America if you’re
trying hard.

That’s what a college education can be all
about. That’s what inspires your President,
that’s what inspires the faculty. That’s why
when we see young people like you, we’re in-
spired, because you’re an expression of that
idea. And we’ve got to make sure that that con-
tinues, not just for this generation, but for the
next generation.

And I’ve got a hundred—I’ve got 1,267 days
left in my Presidency. And I’m going to spend

that I am doing every single thing that I 
that middle class families, working fa
people who are out there struggling every
day, that they know that that work ca
them to a better place. And we’re going to
sure that the American Dream is availa
everybody, not just now, but in the future

So thank you, Missouri. Thank you, 
Thank you, Mules. Thank you, Jennies
bless you. God bless the United Sta
America. Let’s get to work.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:09 p.m.
Student Recreation and Wellness Cen
his remarks, he referred to Brian Green
dent, Systems Engineering Technolog
gram at the Missouri Innovation Campu
vid McGehee, superintendent, Lee’s S
School District; and Mark James, chan
Metropolitan Community College.

Statement on Senate Passage of Student Loan Legislation
July 24, 2013

A better bargain for the middle class means
making a college education available to every
single American willing to work for it. That’s
why I applaud the wide bipartisan majority of
Senators who passed a bill to cut rates on near-
ly all new Federal student loans, rolling back a
July 1 rate hike and saving undergraduates an
average of more than $1,500 on loans they take
out this year.

This compromise is a major victory for our
Nation’s students. It meets the key principles I

laid out from the start: It locks in low rat
year, and it doesn’t overcharge students
down the deficit. I urge the House to pa
bill so that I can sign it into law right awa
I hope both parties build on this progr
taking even more steps to bring down s
costs and keep a good education—a c
stone of what it means to be middle c
within reach for working families.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 1

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Truong Tan Sang of Viet
July 25, 2013

President Obama. Well, it is my pleasure to
welcome President Truong Tan Sang to the
White House and to the Oval Office for his
first bilateral meeting with me. This repre-
sents the steady progression and strengthen-
ing of the relationship between our two coun-
tries.

Obviously, we all recognize the ext
narily complex history between the U
States and Vietnam. But step by step, w
have been able to establish is a degree 
tual respect and trust that has allowed u
to announce a comprehensive partnersh
tween our two countries that will allow
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greater cooperation on a whole range of issues,
from trade and commerce to military-to-mili-

Vietnam. And ultimately, it’s those people-to-
people relations that are the glue that can
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like disaster relief, to scientific and educational
exchanges.

What we’ve also discussed is the ways in
which, through the Trans-Pacific Partnership,
or TPP, both the United States and Vietnam
are participating in what will be an extraordi-
narily ambitious effort to increase trade, com-
merce, and transparency in terms of commer-
cial relationships throughout the Asia-Pacific
region. And we’re committed to the ambitious
of goal of completing this agreement before
the end of the year because we know that this
can create jobs and increase investment across
the region and in both of our countries.

We discussed the need for continued efforts
to resolve peacefully maritime issues that have
surfaced in the South China Sea and other
parts of the Asia-Pacific region. And we very
much appreciate Vietnam’s commitment to
working with ASEAN and the East Asia Sum-
mit in order for us to arrive at codes of conduct
that will help to resolve these issues peacefully
and fairly.

We discussed the challenges that all of us
face when it comes to issues of human rights,
and we emphasized how the United States
continues to believe that all of us have to re-
spect issues like freedom of expression, free-
dom of religion, freedom of assembly. And we
had a very candid conversation about both the
progress that Vietnam is making and the chal-
lenges that remain.

We both reaffirmed the efforts that have
been made to deal with war legacy issues. We
very much appreciate Vietnam’s continued co-
operation as we try to recover our missing in
action and those that were lost during the
course of the war. And I reaffirmed the United
States commitment to work with Vietnam
around some of the environmental and health
issues that have continued decades later be-
cause of the war.

And finally, we agreed that one of the great
sources of strength between our two countries
is the Vietnamese American population that is
here, but obviously has continued strong ties to

strengthen the relationship between an
countries.

So I just want to say to President San
much I appreciate his visit. I think it si
the maturing and the next stage of the de
ment between the United States and Vi
As we increase consultations, increase c
ation, increase trade and scientific and 
tion exchanges, ultimately, that’s going
good for the prosperity and opportuni
the people here in the United States, as 
good for the opportunities and prospe
the people of Vietnam.

At the conclusion of the meeting, Pre
Sang shared with me a copy of a letter s
Ho Chi Minh to Harry Truman. And w
cussed the fact that Ho Chi Minh was a
inspired by the U.S. Declaration of Ind
dence and Constitution and the wo
Thomas Jefferson. Ho Chi Minh talks ab
interest in cooperation with the United 
And President Sang indicated that, even
67 years later, it’s good that we’re still m
progress.

Thank you very much for your visit. 
look forward to continued work tog
Thank you so much.

[At this point, President Sang spoke in
namese, and his remarks were translated
interpreter as follows.]

President Sang. President Obama, 
and gentlemen, once again, I would 
thank you, President Obama, for your k
vitation extended to me to visit the U
States, as well as the warm hospitality th
have extended to me over the past cou
days while I’m here in the U.S.

To be frank, President Obama and I
very candid, open, useful, and constructi
cussion. Given the progress of our bilate
lationship over the past 18 years, it is tim
to form a comprehensive partnership in
to further strengthen our relations in v
areas.

We discussed various matters, includi
litical relations, science and techn
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education, defense, the war—the legacy of the
war issue, environment, the American—the
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Vietnamese American community, human
rights as well. And the East Sea as well, I’m
sorry.

In this—in a candid, open, and productive—
constructive spirit, we have come to agree on
many issues. We will strengthen high-level ex-
changes between the two countries. We will
consider in order to continue our—to upgrade
the mechanism of cooperation at the high lev-
el, as well as take the best use of the existing
mechanism of cooperation. Particularly, we
will continue regular dialogue at the highest
level as possible. I believe that this is a way in
order to build a political trust for further devel-
opment of our cooperation in all areas.

Economic and trade relations continue to be
important to our relations. As far as TPP is
concerned, the Vietnamese side will do its ut-
most in order to participate in the process of
negotiations for the conclusion of TPP by the
end of this year.

We also discussed in detail our cooperation
in science and technology, in education and
training, as well as security and defense. We al-
so touched upon the war legacy issues, includ-
ing human rights, which we still remain—
which we still have differences on the issue.

We also—I also expressed my appreciation
for the care that the U.S. has extended to the
Vietnamese who came to settle in the United
States, and now they have become American
citizens and contributing to the overall devel-
opment of the U.S. And thanks to the support
and assistance from the U.S. Government, as
well as the American people, the Vietnamese
community—the Vietnamese American com-
munity here in the U.S. has become more and
more prosperous and successful in their life as
well as work—at work.

And I also would like to take this opportuni-
ty to express a message from—to convey a
message from our Government to the Viet-
namese American community here in the U.S.
that we would like to see you contributing
more and more to the friendship between our
two countries as well as further development
of our relationship in the future.

come the U.S. support for our stance 
matter, as well as the stance of ASEAN r
to this particular matter, and we appreci
U.S. support to solving the matter by pe
means in accordance with internation
DOC, and moving toward to COC. W
come the United States support, as well 
er countries’ support, in the matter in or
ensure the peace, stability, prosperity, n
in the East Sea, but also in the Asia-Paci
the world at large.

Last but not least, I also, on behalf 
Government and our state, to extend to
dent Obama our invitation to visit Vi
And President Obama has accepted inv
and will try his best to pay a visit, at least
end—before the end of his term.

[As President Sang continued his rema
Vietnamese, the interpreter spoke as follo

Interpreter. Actually, I would like to c
my translation a little bit: And Pre
Obama has accepted our invitation and 
his best to pay a visit to Vietnam durin
term—during his term.

[The interpreter then translated Pre
Sang’s concluding remarks as follows.]

President Sang. And once again, I wou
to thank President Obama and all of the 
ican people for their warm hospitality ext
to me during this trip to the United State
I believe that our cooperation will conti
strengthen for the mutual interest and b
of our people.

Thank you.
President Obama. Thank you very mu

erybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a
the Oval Office at the White House. In 
marks, President Sang referred to the D
tion on the Conduct of Parties in the Ea
(DOC) and the Code of Conduct in th
Sea (COC).
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Joint Statement by President Obama and President Truong Tan Sang of
Vietnam
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July 25, 2013

President Barack Obama welcomed Presi-
dent Truong Tan Sang of the Socialist Repub-
lic of Vietnam to the White House on July 25,
2013. During their meeting, the two Presi-
dents affirmed their commitment to opening a
new phase of bilateral relations between Viet-
nam and the United States based on mutual re-
spect and common interests. President Truong
Tan Sang’s visit comes at an important time for
both nations, reflecting a shared desire to build
a forward-looking relationship between the
two countries.

President Obama and President Truong Tan
Sang decided to form a U.S.-Vietnam Compre-
hensive Partnership to provide an overarching
framework for advancing the relationship.
They underlined the principles of the U.S.-
Vietnam Comprehensive Partnership, includ-
ing respect for the United Nations Charter, in-
ternational law, and each other’s political sys-
tems, independence, sovereignty, and territori-
al integrity. They stated that the Comprehen-
sive Partnership is intended to contribute to
peace, stability, cooperation, and prosperity in
each country, in the region, and in the world.
The new Comprehensive Partnership will cre-
ate mechanisms for cooperation in areas in-
cluding political and diplomatic relations, trade
and economic ties, science and technology, ed-
ucation and training, environment and health,
war legacy issues, defense and security, protec-
tion and promotion of human rights, and cul-
ture, sports, and tourism.

Political and Diplomatic Cooperation

As part of the U.S.-Vietnam Comprehensive
Partnership, the two sides agreed to increase
high level exchanges as well as contacts at all
levels, and to intensify dialogue and coopera-
tion mechanisms. President Obama affirmed
the United States’ support for Vietnam’s inde-
pendence, sovereignty, prosperity, and integra-
tion into the international community. Presi-
dent Truong Tan Sang welcomed the United

States’ enhanced cooperation in the Asia
ic, which contributes to the peace, st
and prosperity of the region.

The Presidents welcomed the establis
of a regular dialogue between their two f
ministers, and encouraged dialogues a
changes between entities associated with
ical parties in both countries.

President Obama and President Truo
Sang agreed to enhance cooperation at r
al and international forums including Th
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC
Association of Southeast Asian N
(ASEAN), the ASEAN Regional F
(ARF), the East Asia Summit (EAS), a
ASEAN Defense Ministerial Meeting
(ADMM+) to support peace, stability, c
ation, and development in the Asia-Pac
gion. The two Leaders reaffirmed the
port for the settlement of disputes by pe
means in accordance with international l
cluding as reflected in the United N
Convention on the Law of the Sea. The
dents also reaffirmed their support f
principle of non-use of force or threat-o
in resolving territorial and maritime di
The Presidents underscored the value 
observance of the Declaration of Cond
Parties in the South China Sea (DOC) a
importance of launching negotiations t
clude an effective Code of Conduct (CO

President Truong Tan Sang express
appreciation for the Lower Mekong In
(LMI). The two Presidents agreed that t
sides would work together with other m
countries and the Friends of the Lowe
kong to further strengthen regional co
tion to promote prosperity and sustainab
velopment, narrow the development ga
hance connectivity, and respond to tr
tional challenges in the region.

The two Presidents instructed re
agencies to conclude as soon as possible 
eral agreement on the construction of ne
bassies and missions. The Leaders af
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should reflect the development of their bilater-
al ties.

Trade and Economic Ties

Recalling their discussions in Cambodia in
November 2012, President Obama and Presi-
dent Truong Tan Sang reaffirmed their com-
mitment to conclude a comprehensive, high-
standard Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)
agreement as soon as possible this year. A 21st-
century TPP agreement will advance regional
economic integration, further development ob-
jectives, and lead to the creation of jobs in the
United States, Vietnam, and all TPP countries,
while taking into account the diversity of the
participants’ levels of development in the con-
text of a comprehensive and balanced package.

The Presidents welcomed continued efforts
to further bilateral economic, commercial, and
investment ties, and President Obama noted
Vietnam’s reform efforts as a developing econ-
omy. They underlined the critical value of
these efforts to advancing the bilateral rela-
tionship, and the importance of economic co-
operation as a foundation and engine for the
new U.S.-Vietnam Comprehensive Partner-
ship. The Presidents agreed to enhance coop-
eration under the U.S.-Vietnam Trade and In-
vestment Framework Agreement (TIFA)
Council as well as under the ASEAN En-
hanced Economic Engagement initiative and
in APEC to increase economic and trade en-
gagement in line with the bilateral Compre-
hensive Partnership and shared objectives in
the World Trade Organization (WTO), APEC,
and ASEAN fora. President Obama applauded
Vietnam’s progress in economic reform Presi-
dent Obama noted Vietnam’s interest in pursu-
ing market economy country status and is com-
mitted to intensifying the United States’ con-
structive engagement with Vietnam on its eco-
nomic reforms. The Presidents acknowledged
Vietnam’s intention to accede to the Cape
Town Convention on International Interests in
Mobile Equipment (CTC).

Both Presidents noted the importance of
growing commercial ties between the two

Export-Import Bank to support trade a
vestment in the petroleum and energy 
in Vietnam; the Framework Heads Agre
on the Ca Voi Xanh offshore Vietnam de
ment project between Exxon Mobil Co
tion and PetroVietnam; the Coope
Agreement between Murphy Oil Corpo
and PetroVietnam Exploration Prod
Corporation (PVEP); an MOU between
ropolitan Life Insurance Company (M
and Bank for Investment and Developm
Vietnam (BIDV); and the Vietnam Mini
Finance’s approval in principle for est
ment of a fund management company b
Insurance. The Presidents welcomed U.
partment of Agriculture support for ca
building and training programs design
help Vietnam adopt and apply sound s
and technology to the benefit of Vietn
farmers, agricultural companies, and co
ers. The two leaders recognized the 
tance of protecting the most vulnerable
lations while pursuing economic develop
including working together to combat
and forced labor.

Science and Technology Cooperation

President Obama and President Truo
Sang discussed the importance of scienti
technological cooperation. They welcom
8th meeting of the Joint Committee for 
tific and Technological Cooperation to b
this autumn, and highlighted efforts to
ties between the scientific communities
United States and Vietnam to strengthen
eral relations, respond to climate chang
other global challenges, and foster inno
driven economic growth. President O
and President Truong Tan Sang reit
their intention to continue scientific co
tion, including in the areas of civil nucle
ergy, space technology, and maritime res
The Presidents highlighted the successfu
clusion of a joint effort to remove all hig
riched uranium from Vietnam. The two l
agreed to continue cooperation to s
Vietnam’s aspirations for a peaceful n
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energy program with the highest standards of
safety, safeguards, and security.
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Education Cooperation

The Presidents agreed on the need to en-
hance educational, cultural, and people-to-
people ties between the United States and
Vietnam. They remarked on the rapid growth
of Vietnamese students studying at U.S. uni-
versities and colleges, and expressed hope that
more U.S. students will pursue study abroad
opportunities in Vietnam. They agreed that
close cooperation on education and training
are critical elements to the next phase of the
relationship. They also noted that robust Eng-
lish language instruction will help Vietnam
compete in the 21st century global economy.
President Obama and President Truong Tan
Sang noted the success of bilateral education
and exchange initiatives, especially the Ful-
bright program and the Higher Engineering
Education Alliance Program (HEEAP). The
two Presidents noted the success of the Ful-
bright Economics Teaching Program and Pres-
ident Truong Tan Sang welcomed the initiative
establishing a Fulbright University in Vietnam.

Environment and Health

President Obama and President Truong Tan
Sang welcomed increasing bilateral coopera-
tion to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in
Vietnam through promotion of clean energy,
energy efficiency, and sustainable forestry, and
to strengthen Vietnam’s resilience to climate
change, rising sea level and natural disasters,
including through the United States Agency
for International Development’s (USAID)
Clean Energy Program and Forests and Deltas
Program. President Obama reaffirmed the
United States’ commitment to providing fur-
ther medical and other care and assistance for
persons with disabilities, regardless of cause.

The two leaders also agreed to work togeth-
er, along with their LMI partners, to promote
scientific research, capacity-building, and dia-
logue to ensure the long-term health and sus-
tainability of the Mekong Delta and the Lower
Mekong River Basin. President Obama ex-

Water Pillar, which has included two jo
search proposals from Vietnam on wa
sources management in the basin. Th
leaders expressed satisfaction with the 
conclusion of the Agreement on Hea
and Medical Sciences Cooperation and 
forward to enhanced public health coope
to promote global health security. Pre
Truong Tan Sang expressed his appre
for the U.S. government’s continued s
through the President’s Emergency Pl
AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) for Vietnam’s 
to build sustainable systems for HIV
prevention, treatment, and care.

War Legacy Issues

The two Presidents agreed that ext
cooperation in addressing war legacy iss
deepen mutual trust has allowed both
tries to develop a relationship that looks
future. President Obama expressed his 
ciation for Vietnam’s continued coopera
providing for the fullest possible acco
for U.S. personnel missing in action (
President Obama reaffirmed the U.S. co
ment to assist Vietnam in its MIA acco
efforts. President Truong Tan Sang not
U.S. Government’s contributions to Vie
efforts to clean up unexploded ord
(UXO), assist those injured by UXO, an
vent future casualties. The Presiden
pressed satisfaction with progress on U
and the Vietnamese Ministry of Nation
fense’s project to clean up dioxin cont
tion at Danang International Airport. 
dent Truong Tan Sang welcomed plans 
U.S. Government to conduct an environ
assessment of dioxin contamination a
Hoa Air Base.

Defense and Security

The two leaders agreed that the U
States and Vietnam would continue to c
ate on defense and security. They exp
satisfaction with the Memorandum of U
standing on Advancing Bilateral D
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Cooperation of 2011 and reaffirmed their com-
mitment to its full implementation. The Presi-
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dents agreed to continue the U.S.-Vietnam
Defense Policy Dialogue and the bilateral Po-
litical, Security, and Defense dialogue as op-
portunities to review the defense and security
relationship and discuss future cooperation.
The two Presidents agreed to expand mutually
beneficial cooperation to enhance capabilities
such as search and rescue and disaster re-
sponse. The Presidents also underscored the
importance of enhanced cooperation in non-
traditional security matters and agreed to work
more closely to counter terrorism; enhance
maritime law enforcement cooperation; com-
bat transnational crime including piracy, and
narcotics, human, and wildlife trafficking; and
address high-tech crime and cyber security.
President Obama welcomed Vietnam’s deci-
sion to participate in United Nations peace-
keeping operations and emphasized the Unit-
ed States’ desire to assist with training and oth-
er support for this effort through the Global
Peace Operations Initiative (GPOI).

Promotion and Protection of Human Rights

The Presidents took note of the benefits of a
candid and open dialogue to enhance mutual
understanding and narrow differences on hu-
man rights. They emphasized the importance
of protection and promotion of human rights.

ments in promoting human rights and 
law and in protecting the rights of religio
lievers. President Truong Tan Sang a
firmed that Vietnam was prepared to si
United Nations Convention Against Tort
the end of the year and stated that V
would invite the Special Rapporteur on
dom of Religion or Belief in 2014. Both
reaffirmed their commitment to upho
United Nations Charter and the Un
Declaration of Human Rights.

Culture, Tourism and Sports

President Truong Tan Sang and Pre
Obama highlighted the importance 
hanced cooperation on culture, spor
tourism to strengthening people-to-peo
change and mutual understanding. The
note of the success of the Vietnamese-A
can community in the United States an
important contributions to the growth o
eral ties. The two Presidents encouraged
people-to-people exchange through art p
mances, concerts, exhibitions and other 
al and sports events between the two cou

NOTE: An original was not available for
cation of the content of this joint stateme

Remarks at JAXPORT in Jacksonville, Florida
July 25, 2013

The President. Hello, Jacksonville! Well, it is
good to be in Jacksonville. Good to be back.
How you all doing today?

Audience members. Good!
The President. You look good.
Audience member. Thank you!
Audience member. You look good too!
The President. Thank you. [Laughter]
I want to thank Jacksonville Port Authority

Chairman Joe York. Give him a big round of
applause. I want to thank the CEO of MOL
America, Tsuyoshi Yoshida. I want to thank ev-
erybody here at JAXPORT for having me here

today. I brought along our new Secre
Transportation, Anthony Foxx. He is
We’ve got wonderful Congresswoman C
Brown here. Yay, Corrine! Mayor Alvin 
is also in the house.

And I would like to recognize the folk
the port and TraPac for showing me the 
you’ve got back at the terminal. Tho
some big cranes. [Laughter] This is som
ous business here. And just watching wh
going on down here and knowing what’s
ble is a reminder of all the potential that
got in this country: to put folks to work,
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build America, to make sure that everybody
has got a fair shot.

fore. We changed a Tax Code that was too
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Well, yesterday, in Illinois, I talked about
what we need to do as a country to build a bet-
ter bargain for the middle class and everybody
who’s trying to get into middle class, a strategy
that we’ve got to pursue, together, to make
sure that everybody who works hard has a
chance to get ahead in this 21st-century econo-
my. Because, for decades, a growing middle
class was the engine of our prosperity; it’s what
made us great. If you worked hard, you knew
your work was going to be rewarded with fair
wages, good benefits, the chance to buy a
home, save for retirement, and most of all, the
chance to pass down a better life to your kids.
That’s the American Dream.

But eventually, that engine of prosperity be-
gan to stall. You had technology that made
some jobs obsolete. You had globalization,
which meant some jobs got shipped overseas.
Unions got weaker, in part because some of
the laws that we passed. And so for most of the
last decade, people were working harder and
harder just to get by. And then you have a dev-
astating recession because of what happened in
the financial markets, and that cost millions of
Americans their jobs and their homes and their
savings. And what it did was lay bare for every-
body to see the steady erosion of middle class
security that had been happening for almost a
generation.

Now, the good news is that after nearly 5
years since that financial crisis happened,
thanks to the hard work and the resilience of
the American people, America has fought
back. So together, we saved an auto industry.
And I was told that the terminal I was at is one
of the places where we’re sending out more
American cars than ever before, all around the
world.

We took on a broken health care system. We
invested in new American technologies to re-
verse our addiction to foreign oil. We doubled
our production of clean energy. We put in
place tough new rules on the big banks and the
mortgage lenders and credit card companies to
make sure that we didn’t have the same kinds
of financial shenanigans that we had seen be-

was doing more for middle class and w
class families. We locked in tax cuts for 9
cent of Americans, and then we asked f
the top to pay a little bit more.

So you add all this up, and over the 
months, our businesses have created 7
lion new jobs—7.2. And this year, we’re
our strongest private sector job growth
1999—strongest job growth in over a de

So today, we sell more products m
America to the rest of the world than ev
fore. Our exports have surged. We pr
more natural gas than any country on 
We’re about to produce more of our o
than we buy from overseas. That’s th
time that’s happened in nearly 20 year
cost of health care is growing at its slowe
in 50 years. And our deficits are falling
fastest rate in 60 years. So you’ve got 
care costs starting to slow down, deficits
meting, jobs up, exports up, energy prod
up.

We’ve cleared away the rubble from 
nancial crisis, thanks to the grit and res
of the American people, and we’ve be
lay a new foundation for stronger, more
ble, more sustainable economic growth
with the revolutions that are coming in 
and technology and manufacturing and 
care, we’re poised to be able to finally r
some of those forces that were hurting m
class families for so long. We can start re
ing an economy where everybody who
hard can get ahead. That’s our goal.

But I’m here to tell you today what 
ready know: We’re not there yet. In a
ways, those trends that have been build
decades, this winner-take-all economy w
few folks are doing better and better an
ter at the top and everybody else is just
ing water, those trends have been made
by the recession. And reversing those 
should be Washington’s highest priori
my highest priority.

Unfortunately, over the past couple o
in particular, Washington hasn’t just ig
the problem; a lot of times, it’s made 
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bunch of noise, and you don’t know what’s go-
ing on between Democrats and Republicans.
And my attitude is, is that we’re all Americans
first and no party has a monopoly on good
ideas. And I think there are a number of Re-
publicans out there who mean well, although
they’re not always willing to say so, because
they might get in trouble. [Laughter]

But right now we’ve seen a group of Repub-
licans in the House, in particular, who suggest
they wouldn’t vote to pay the very bills that
Congress has already racked up. That harmed
our recovery back in 2011. It would severely
harm it again. It could plunge us back into fi-
nancial crisis.

Over the last 6 months, the gridlock’s gotten
worse. There are a number of Republican Sen-
ators who are trying to get things done. They
passed a strong immigration bill that econo-
mists say will boost our economy by more than
a trillion dollars. But so far, we haven’t been
able to get the House Republicans to give it a
vote.

And if you ask some of these same folks
about how they’d strengthen the middle class,
they’ll tell you, well, out-of-control Govern-
ment spending is the problem, despite the fact
that as a share of the economy we have cut the
deficit by nearly half since I took office. Or
they’ll say Obamacare is the problem; the
problem is that we’re trying to give health in-
surance to millions of Americans who don’t
have it. Now, I’ve got to tell you, our business-
es have created jobs at nearly twice the pace of
the last recovery, when there was no Obam-
acare, so it’s kind of hard to figure how Obam-
acare is actually the problem, giving people
health insurance. And by the way, tens of mil-
lions of Americans now have new benefits like
free checkups and cheaper medicine on Medi-
care. So they don’t think that’s a problem.

The point is, with an endless distraction of
political posturing and phony scandals and
Lord knows what, Washington keeps taking its
eye off the ball. And that needs to stop. We’ve
got to stop with the short-term thinking. We’ve
got to stop with the outdated debates. That’s

matter to middle class Americans, all
who are trying to get in the middle class.
what this moment requires. We’ve got 
focused on how do we build an econom
works everybody. That’s my focus.

And as Washington prepares to enter 
er budget battle, another budget deba
stakes could not be higher. At a time wh
need to make investments to create jo
strengthen the middle class and gro
economy—because we’ve got comp
coming from all around the world—we
some of the House Republicans who p
ward a budget that does just the op
They’re pushing bills that would cut edu
cut science, cut research, prevent us
meeting these priorities.

We should be doubling down on Am
clean energy technology; they’re creatin
lowering dangerous carbon pollution. Bu
want to protect taxpayer giveaways to 
companies. Let other countries win th
for the jobs of the future. That doesn’t
sense.

Instead of helping hard-working stude
ford the college degree that the jobs of 
row increasingly demand, they want to
funding for the very grants that help st
make their tuition payments. Instead of
more families the security of decent 
care, they want to let insurance compan
instate lifetime dollar limits and drop m
of people from their plans.

And if we don’t make the necessary 
ments to ensure that America is a magn
good jobs—investments in education, 
facturing, research, and transportation a
formation networks—we’re just wavin
white flag of surrender to other count
they forge ahead in this global economy
kind of attitude is saying there’s nothi
can do to help middle class families co
and win and grow. And that’s a bad barg
the middle class.

So that’s why I came down to Jacks
today. I want you involved in this deba
remind Washington what’s at stake. An
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the next several weeks, in cities and towns just
like this one, I’m going to lay out my ideas for

We need modern schools for our kids. We
need modern power grids and fuel networks
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how we build on the cornerstones of what it
means to be middle class in America, what it
takes to work your way into the middle class in
America, and what we can do to help families,
not help special interests, but help families.
That’s what we need.

And by the way, Jacksonville, what we need
isn’t a 3-month plan or even a 3-year plan,
we’ve got to have a long-term plan based on
steady, persistent effort to reverse the forces
that are conspiring against middle class fami-
lies. That’s what I’m pushing for. And like I
said, I think that there are Democrats and Re-
publicans who understand what’s at stake, and
I’m going to welcome ideas from anybody
across the political spectrum. But I’m not go-
ing to let gridlock or inaction or indifference to
the plight of families get in the way of this
country.

So where I can act on my own, I’m going to
act on my own. I won’t wait for Congress. Be-
cause the choices we make right now will de-
termine whether or not every American will
have a fighting chance in the 21st century.

So we know what those cornerstones of real
middle class security are: a good job with good
wages; a good education; a home you can call
your own; affordable health care that’s there
for you when you get sick; a secure retirement
even if you’re not rich; more chances for folks
to earn their way into the middle class as long
as they’re willing to work hard for it.

But I’m here today to specifically talk about
the cornerstone, the essence of middle class
security, and that’s a good job in growth indus-
tries. We’ve got to help more manufacturers
bring more jobs back to America. We’ve got to
keep creating good jobs in manufacturing.
We’ve got to create good jobs in wind and solar
energy. We’ve got to tap into this natural gas
revolution that’s bringing energy costs down in
this country, which means manufacturers now
want to locate here because they’re thinking
that we’ve got durable, reliable supplies of en-
ergy. We’ve got to create more jobs today do-
ing what you’re doing right here at JAXPORT,
and that’s building this country’s future.

that can withstand stronger storms. A
need modern ports so we can move
goods made in America out to the rest
world.

If you want to create jobs right now, b
jobs that will have impacts for years, her
way to do it. We know strong infrastructu
key ingredient to a thriving economy. 
how the United States became the bes
in the world to do business. Unfortu
over the past 2 years, too many folks in 
ington have been cutting these invest
The world can’t wait for Congress to get
together.

So let me give you an example; many
are familiar with this. In a couple of year
supertankers are going to start coming th
the Panama Canal. Those supertanke
hold three times the amount of cargo. W
those supertankers coming here to Ja
ville. Right? If we’ve got more supert
coming here, that means more jobs at t
minals. That means more warehouses 
surrounding area. That means more co
tors are getting jobs setting up those war
es. That means they’ve got more mo
spend at the restaurant. That means th
ress has more money to spend to buy he
It starts working for everybody.

If we want our workers and busine
compete, then our ports have to be ready
ceive those supertankers. Otherwise, the
to Brazil or some other place.

Audience member. You tell them, Mr.
dent!

The President. So that’s why last year 
without Congress, and I took executive
to speed up the permitting process th
workers breaking ground on projects li
one. And then private companies cam
board here at JAXPORT. They saw it as 
investment. And we’re building the sam
of partnerships across the country, esp
by the way, in some of these Gulf 
Charleston, Savannah. And now these po
on track to be better prepared for 
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supertankers and their cargo loads ahead of
schedule.

downtown, alleviate congestion at the same
time, and put more Floridians back to work.
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But we’ve now got to keep at it. The busi-
nesses of tomorrow will not locate near old
roads, outdated ports; they’re going to go to
places where the ports are good, the roads are
good, the rail lines are good, you’ve got high-
speed Internet, you’ve got high-tech schools,
trained workers, systems that move air traffic
and auto traffic faster.

Think about it in terms of your own house,
right? The—if you’ve got a leaky roof and you
haven’t done the tuck-pointing and the boiler
is getting kind of old and rickety, you can say to
yourself, well, I’m going to save money by not
fixing my roof. And I’m going to save money by
not getting a new boiler. And I’m not going to
worry about that tuck-pointing. And then, 2
years later, 5 years down the road, what hap-
pens? House starts breaking down. You end up
spending more money.

We can’t defer things that we know we’re
going to have to do and, by the way, would put
people to work right now doing them. But
that’s what we’re doing right now. As a share of
our economy, we’re investing less in rebuilding
America than we did two decades ago. We’re
spending less on fixing our infrastructure than
China is, than Germany is. All our competitors,
they know we’ve got to start taking care of this
stuff. We’re lagging behind.

And the irony is, right now it’s cheaper to
build than it’s been since the 1950s. You’ve got
a whole bunch of construction workers who are
looking for work right now. You’ve got a whole
bunch of contractors who will come in under—
with low bids, and they’ll come in on time.

So now is the time for us to do it. The longer
we put this off, the more expensive it will be,
the less competitive we’ll be. So why aren’t we
doing it? Now, part of it’s just politics right
now. But making sure we’ve got world-class in-
frastructure, that shouldn’t be a partisan issue.
That’s an American issue. It’s not a Republican
or a Democratic issue.

But this year’s budget cuts have delayed two
important rapid transit projects right here in
Jacksonville that would carry more people into

We can do better than that. There’s a
tisan bill in the Senate to fund critical im
ments in our highways and our bridge
transit and rail systems, and our ports li
one. And so the House should act quic
that bill. Let’s get more Americans back 
job doing the work America needs done
will be good for middle class families. Th
be good for middle class security. That 
good for homeownership. That will be go
education. That is the smart thing to do
get past politics and do it.

I tell my Republican friends, this is
partisan issue. The first Republican Pre
is a guy from my home State. He was a
good President, named Abraham L
[Laughter] He had a whole lot of thi
worry about, had a Civil War, probably t
gest crisis that this country ever experi
And yet, in the middle of that, he w
thinking about how do we build that tra
tinental railroad? How are we going to
our canals and our ports so that we can
products all around the country and eve
the world? How do we invest in land-gra
leges so that our workers are now skille
can get those new jobs? We’re going to
in the National Science Foundation to
sure that we stay ahead of everybody else
it comes to technology.

He made those investments, the fir
publican President. He didn’t say, well
not the job of government to help do th
wouldn’t have understood that kind of p
phy, because he understood there are
things we can only do together. And rebu
our infrastructure is one of them.

Creating more good jobs, a better b
for the middle class, helping folks wh
working to join the middle class, an ec
that grows from the middle out—thi
what I’m going to be focusing on for th
few months, this is what I’m going to be
ing on for all the days I’ve got left in my
dency. I’ve counted them, there are 1,26
left—1,266 days left.
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So, over the next several weeks, we’re going
to roll out these plans. We’re going to take

those bills, that’s not an economic plan. That’s
just being a deadbeat. [Laughter]
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them across the country. We’re going to ask
not just Congress to do something, we’re going
to ask everybody for their help: CEOs, work-
ers, college presidents, students, Democrats,
Independents, and yes, Republicans.

I’m laying out my ideas to give the middle
class a better shot. And if the Republicans
don’t agree with me, I want them to lay out
their ideas. If they’ve got a better plan to cre-
ate jobs to rebuild our infrastructure and make
sure that we’ve got great ports all along the
Gulf, come on, let me know what your ideas
are. I’m listening.

If they’ve got better ideas to make sure ev-
ery American knows the security of affordable
health care, well, share it with the country. Re-
pealing Obamacare and slashing our budgets
in education and research and infrastructure,
that’s not an economic plan. There’s no econo-
mist who would look at that and say, well, that’s
the way we’re going to help middle class fami-
lies; we’re really going to grow doing that.

Shutting down the Government just because
I’m for keeping it open, that’s not an economic
plan. Threatening that you won’t pay the bills
in this country when we’ve already racked up

So put out some plans. I don’t claim t
a monopoly on every good idea. [Laug
don’t. And I’m happy to steal good idea
anybody, because I just want to make 
work. And it may seem hard sometimes
we’re willing to take a few bold steps, if 
ington will just shake off its complacen
set aside just this kind of constant gridlo
“my way or the highway” attitude, the
economy will be better a year from no
like it’s better now than it was last year. 
will be better 5 years from now. And it 
better 10 years from now.

And I’m going to spend every single m
of every day, as long as I have the privi
this office, making sure that I’m doing 
thing in my power to make this econom
for working Americans again: to build a
middle class and to make sure the Am
Dream is something that’s alive and re
achievable for decades to come.

That’s what I’m fighting for, Florida.
what I need you for, Florida. Let’s make 
pen. God bless you. God bless the U
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m.
Ed Austin Marine Terminal on Dames P

Statement on the Train Accident in Santiago de Compostela, Spain
July 25, 2013

Michelle and I were shocked and saddened
by the news of yesterday’s tragic train derail-
ment in Santiago de Compostela, Spain. On be-
half of the American people, we offer our deep-
est sympathies and condolences to the families
and loved ones of the more than 80 people who
lost their lives. We extend our wishes for a full
recovery to those who were hurt. We also offer
our heartfelt gratitude to the Government of
Spain and to the rescue personnel who are
working to locate the missing and treat the in-

jured, including at least six Americans. 
the American people grieve with our S
friends, who are in our thoughts and p
We stand ready to provide any assistan
can in the difficult days ahead.

NOTE: The statement referred to Arli
VA, residents Ana Maria, Philippe, and C
na Cordoba; Houston, TX, residents R
and Myrta Fariza; and Bountiful, UT, re
Stephen Ward.
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Remarks at the Iftar Dinner
July 25, 2013
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Thank you. Good evening, everybody.
Please have a seat.

Let me begin by saying welcome to all of
you. I’m so glad that all of you were able to at-
tend. I want to acknowledge members of the
diplomatic corps; we have Members of Con-
gress here, including Keith Ellison and Andre
Carson. Where’s Andre? He’s usually not hard
to miss. [Laughter] There you go. Leaders
from my administration and guests from all
across our Nation, and to all of you and to
Muslim Americans all across the country and
around the world: Ramadan kareem.

Here at the White House, we now have a
tradition of celebrating the sacred days of our
various faiths. And these are occasions to re-
flect on the teachings that so many religions
share: to celebrate the diversity that defines
our country and to reaffirm one of our most
deeply held beliefs that here in America and
around the world, people should be free to
choose the God that they worship however
they choose, to practice their faiths freely, or to
practice no faith at all.

For Muslims, Ramadan is a time of reflec-
tion, a chance to demonstrate one’s devotion to
God through prayer and through fasting. But
it’s also a time for family and friends to come
together—as we do tonight—in a spirit of love
and respect, to renew our obligations to one
another, as well as to renew our commitment
to our neighbors and helping the most needy
among us. For as the Koran teaches, “Whoever
does an atom’s weight of good, will see its re-
sults.”

Throughout our history, Islam has contrib-
uted to the character of our country, and Mus-
lim Americans and their good works have
helped to build our Nation. And we’ve seen the
results. We’ve seen those results in generations
of Muslim immigrants: farmers and factory
workers, helping to lay the railroads and build
our cities. Muslim innovators who helped build
some of our highest skyscrapers and who
helped to unlock the secrets of our universe.

Every day, Muslim Americans are hel
shape the way that we think and the w
we work and the way that we do busines
that’s the spirit that we celebrate tonig
dreamers, the creators whose ideas ar
neering new industries, creating new jo
unleashing new opportunities for all of u

We celebrate entrepreneurs like Sha
ram, whose parents came here from P
and Tanzania to give their children a 
life. And as the founder, CEO, and 
Mom” of Happy Family—[laughter]—S
a leader in affordable, organic foods fo
dren, which makes Michelle very hap
just 7 years, she’s grown to 58 full-tim
ployees, 75 part-time working mom
they’re on track to hit $100 million in re
this year. So no wonder she’s been ca
“Rockstar of the New Economy.”

By the way, every time that they sell 
their products, they contribute to global 
to end child hunger. So Shazi is not only 
outstanding businesswoman, but also a 
that all of us can emulate.

We celebrate innovators like Aunim
sain. In one of his first ventures, he desi
hand-held device to help detect breast c
Now, as the creator of Tista Games, he
ting his sights on the video game industr
Aunim also has a bigger vision, and that
nessing the talents and energy of hundr
millions of gamers around the world to 
cial good. And he imagines applying the
high-quality stories and graphics in his 
to the next generation of educational m
to help children learn. So we’re very ap
tive for Aunim for the good work that h
ing.

We celebrate pioneers like Dr. Iya 
whose father came here from Libya to
his education; she grew up watching him
lab and dreaming of being a scientist h
Today, she calls herself a recovering ph
and she puts her talents to work as an 
preneur. She cofounded her own biote
search company, which today employs 
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50 people and is a leader in genomic medicine,
making it possible for doctors to prescribe per-

economic opportunity and entrepreneurship.
So we launched our annual entrepreneurship

rowth
be at-
eeting
econd

 entre-
te op-
at can

f gold
I look
mmu-
found

 us are
he op-
es and
. So I
for re-
r and

ents of
e from
es are

r fam-
 that, I
—let’s

 in the
his re-
ve vice
re.

ur ad-
 Code

the ex-

ed 7.2
s. We

er and
h care
 in 50
sonalized treatment plans for patients with dis-
eases like cancer and giving new hope to peo-
ple around the world. So we thank Iya for her
efforts.

So Shazi, Aunim, Iya, and so many of you
who have traveled here tonight: Each of you
have traveled your own path, but each of you
have also lived out an American story. You
started with an idea, something no one had
done before. You took a leap of faith. And with
daring and determination, you brought your
dream to life. And that’s what we Americans
have been doing for more than two centuries.
That’s what we do every day: We work a little
harder, we aim a little higher, and we keep
striving to create more opportunity for our
children and future generations.

And of course, this isn’t just the American
Dream, it’s the aspiration of people around the
world. It’s the basic human desire for progress,
to find dignity that comes from work, to give
our children something better. These yearn-
ings for economic freedom and opportunity,
just as much as political freedom, are at the
root of so much of the change we’ve seen
around the world in the past few years, includ-
ing in North Africa and in the Middle East.

And that’s why, even as we support citizens
seeking to determine their own destiny, a key
part of our engagement with Muslim commu-
nities around the world has to be supporting

summit to spur innovation and business g
in Muslim communities. I’m going to 
tending one when I go to the ASEAN m
in Southeast Asia later this year. In my s
term, we’re going to keep helping young
preneurs pursue their dreams and crea
portunities, the kind of prosperity th
transform lives around the world.

Whoever does an atom’s weight o
[good]* will see its results. And when 
around the room tonight, beyond the co
nities you represent, I see all the pro
good that’s been accomplished. So all of
seeing the results of your good work: t
portunities to create for your colleagu
your communities and for our country
want to thank you for what you do, and 
minding us that our Nation is stronge
more successful when we harness the tal
all Americans, no matter where we com
or what we look like, what our last nam
or how we pray.

So God bless you all. May you and you
ilies have a blessed Ramadan. And with
know people are hungry—[laughter]
eat. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:50 p.m.
State Dining at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to Iya Khalil, executi
president and cofounder, GNS Healthca

The President’s Weekly Address
July 27, 2013

Hi, everybody. On Wednesday, I spoke
about what we need to do as a country to build
a better bargain for the middle class: to make
sure everyone who works hard has a chance to
get ahead in the 21st-century economy.

You see, over the past 4½ years, America has
fought its way back from the worst recession of
our lifetimes. We saved the auto industry, took
on a broken health care system, invested in

new American technologies to reverse o
diction to foreign oil, and changed a Tax
too skewed in favor of the wealthiest at 
pense of working families.

As a result, our businesses have creat
million new jobs over the past 40 month
produce more renewable energy than ev
more natural gas than anyone. Healt
costs are growing at the slowest rate

 * White House correction.
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years. And our deficits are falling at the fastest
rate in 60 years.

way into the middle class as long as they’re
willing to work for it.
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Thanks to the grit and resilience of the
American people, we’ve cleared away the rub-
ble of crisis and begun to lay a new foundation
for stronger, more durable economic growth.

But as any middle class family will tell you,
we’re not yet where we need to be. Trends that
have been eroding middle class security for de-
cades—technology that makes some jobs obso-
lete, global competition that makes others
moveable, growing inequality and the policies
that perpetuate it—all those things still exist,
and in some ways, the recession made them
worse.

Reversing these trends must be Washing-
ton’s highest priority. It sure is mine. But over
the past couple of years in particular, Washing-
ton has taken its eye off the ball. An endless pa-
rade of distractions and political posturing and
phony scandals shift focus from what needs to
be done. And as Washington prepares to enter
another budget debate, the stakes could not be
higher. The choices we make now will deter-
mine whether or not every American has a
fighting chance in the 21st century.

If we don’t make the investments necessary
to make America a magnet for good jobs—if
we don’t invest in education and manufactur-
ing and research and our transportation and in-
formation networks—we might as well hit the
pause button while the rest of the world forges
ahead in a global economy. And that’s certainly
not going to fix what ails the middle class.

Here’s what will: a strategy that builds on
the cornerstones of what it means to be middle
class in America and what it takes to work your
way into the middle class; good jobs that pay
good wages; an education that prepares our
children and our workers for the global compe-
tition they’ll face; homeownership that’s built
on a solid foundation, where buyers and lend-
ers play by the same set of rules; affordable
health care that’s there for you when you get
sick; a secure retirement even if you’re not
rich; and more chances for folks to earn their

Over the next several weeks, in citi
towns across the country, I’ll continue
out my ideas in each of these areas. B
reversing the forces that have con
against the middle class for decades w
quire more than short-term thinking; it w
quire a long-term American strategy, ba
steady, persistent effort.

I know there are members of both 
who understand what’s at stake, and I’m
to ideas from across the political spectr
long as they meet the test of strengtheni
prospects of hard-working families. But r
ing Obamacare, gutting critical investm
our future, threatening to default on th
this country has already racked up, or sh
down the Government just because I
keeping it open—none of those thing add
an economic plan. None of that will ta
country where it needs to go.

We can do this if we work together. I
be easy, but if we take a few bold steps,
Washington is willing to shake off its co
cency and set aside some of the slash-an
partisanship we’ve seen in recent year
economy will keep getting stronger.

And as long as I have the privilege o
ing this office, I will spend every minute
ery day doing everything in my power to
this economy work for working Ame
again, to build that better bargain for th
dle class, to make sure that the Am
Dream is something that’s achievable 
erybody, not just today, but for deca
come.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 6:20 p.m. on July 25 in the Map
at the White House for broadcast on J
The transcript was made available by t
fice of the Press Secretary on July 26, b
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on Ju
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Remarks at the Korean War Veterans Memorial
July 27, 2013
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Thank you so much. Thank you. Please be
seated. Good morning. Annyong haseyo.

Secretaries Hagel, Jewell, and Shinseki; Ad-
miral Winnefeld; General Jung; all our friends
from the Republic of Korea, including the leg-
endary General Paik Sun-yup; distinguished
guests; and most of all, veterans of the Korean
war and your families. To our veterans, many
in your eighties, a few of you in your old uni-
forms, which still fit—[laughter]—let me just
say, you look outstanding. And I would ask that
all United States, Republic of Korea, and other
veterans who fought, I would ask those who
can stand to please stand so that we can prop-
erly honor you here today.

July 27, 1953, 60 years ago today, in the vil-
lage of Panmunjom, in a barren room, the gen-
erals picked up their pens and signed their
names to the agreement spread before them.
That night, as the armistice took hold, the guns
of war thundered no more. Along the jagged
front, men emerged from their muddy trench-
es. A marine raised his bugle and played
“Taps.” And a soldier spoke for millions when
he said, “Thank God it is over.”

In the days that followed, both sides pulled
back, leaving a demilitarized zone between
them. Soldiers emptied their sandbags and
tore down their bunkers. Our POWs emerged
from the camps. Our troops boarded ships and
steamed back across the ocean. And describing
the moment he passed under the Golden Gate
Bridge, one of those soldiers wrote, “We sud-
denly knew we had survived the war, and we
were home.”

Yet ask these veterans here today and many
will tell you, compared to other wars, theirs
was a different kind of homecoming. Unlike
the Second World War, Korea did not galva-
nize our country. These veterans did not re-
turn to parades. Unlike Vietnam, Korea did not
tear at our country. These veterans did not re-
turn to protest. Among many Americans, tired
of war, there was, it seemed, a desire to forget,
to move on. As one of these veterans recalls:

“We just came home and took off our un
and went to work. That was about it.”

You, our veterans of Korea, deserved 
And down the decades, our Nation has w
to right that wrong, including here, wi
eternal memorial, where the measure o
sacrifice is enshrined for all time. Becaus
in America, no war should ever be forg
and no veteran should ever be overlooke
after the armistice, a reporter wrote, “
men talk in some distant time with fa
membrance of the Korean war, the s
deeds will live.” The shining deeds will l

On this 60th anniversary, perhaps the
est tribute we can offer our veterans of
is to do what should have been done t
you come home. In our hurried lives,
pause. Let us listen. Let these veterans c
back to the days of their youth, and let
awed by their shining deeds.

Listen closely and hear the story of a g
tion: veterans of World War II recalled t
husbands kissing their wives goodbye yet
young men—some just boys, 18, 19, 20
old—leaving behind everyone they lov
defend a country they never knew and a 
they never met.” Let’s never forget 
daughters who left home, especially our
nurses who saved so many. Our women 
rea also served with honor. They also
their lives.

Listen and hear how these Americans
down their fears and did their duty: clu
their rifles; hearing the bugles in the di
knowing that waves of enemy fighters 
soon be upon them; in ships offshore, cli
down the ropes into the landing craft, kn
some of them would not leave that bea
the tarmacs and flight decks, taking off i
Corsairs and Sabres, knowing that they
not return to this Earth.

Listen and hear of their gallantry, ofte
numbered and outgunned, in some of th
brutal combat in modern history: how
held the line at the Pusan Perimeter; ho
landed at Inchon and turned the tide 
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war; how, surrounded and freezing, they bat-
tled their way out of Chosin Reservoir; and

back there once more. For Korea was the fire
that helped to forge you.
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how they fought, foxhole by foxhole, mountain
after mountain, day and night, at the Punch-
bowl and Heartbreak Ridge, Old Baldy and
Pork Chop Hill.

Listen and hear how perhaps the only thing
worse than the enemy was the weather: the
searing heat, the choking dust of summer, the
deep snow and bitter cold of winter, so cold
their weapons could jam, so cold their food
would turn to ice. And surely no one endured
more than our POWs in those hellish camps,
where the torment was unimaginable. Our
POWs from Korea are some of the strongest
men our Nation has ever produced, and today
we honor them all, those who never came
home and those who are here today.

Listen to these veterans, and you’ll also hear
of the resilience of the human spirit. There was
compassion: starving prisoners who shared
their food. There was love: men who charged
machine guns and reached for grenades so
their brothers might live. There was the dark
humor of war, as when someone misunder-
stood the code name for mortar rounds—
“Tootsie Rolls”—and then shipped our troops
thousands of Tootsie Rolls candies.

And there was hope, as told in a letter home
written by a soldier in the 7th Cavalry. March-
ing through the snow and ice, something
caught his eye: a young lieutenant up ahead
and from the muzzle of his rifle hung a pair of
tiny baby booties, “swinging silently in the
wind . . . like tiny bells.” They were sent by the
lieutenant’s wife, pregnant with their first
child, and she promised to send ribbons: blue
if a boy, pink if a girl. But as the war ground on,
those soldiers were scattered. Until one day, on
a Korean road, he spotted the lieutenant again.
“Swinging gaily in the first rays of the morning
sun,” the soldier wrote, were those booties,
“and fluttering below them was the brightest,
bluest piece of ribbon I have ever seen.”

Six decades on, these moments may seem
like faint remembrances of a distant time. But
for you—our Korean veterans and your fami-
lies—I know it must feel sometimes just like
just yesterday. And on days such as this, you’re

As we listen to the story of your servic
let us also learn, because your lives ho
sons for us today. Korea taught us the
when we fail to prepare. After the S
World War, a rapid drawdown left our 
underequipped, so that in the early days
rea, their rockets literally bounced off 
tanks. Today, as we end a decade of w
reorient our forces for the future, as we
hard choices at home, our allies and ad
ies must know: The United States of A
will maintain the strongest military the
has ever known, bar none, always. That 
we do.

Korea taught us that, as a people, w
stronger when we stand as one. On Pre
Truman’s orders, our troops served toge
integrated units. And the heroism of A
Americans in Korea—and Latinos and
Americans and Native Americans—adv
the idea: If these Americans could liv
work together over there, surely we co
the same thing here at home.

Change came slowly. And we contin
long journey toward a more perfect Unio
for the great strides we have made towa
ideals of equality and opportunity, we
give thanks to our Korean war veteran
helped point the way.

Korea reminds us that when we sen
troops into battle, they deserve the s
and gratitude of the American people,
cially when they come home. Today let
member that right now our sons and dau
continue to risk their lives, give their li
Afghanistan. And as this war ends and w
come them home, we will make it our m
to give them the respect and the care a
opportunities that they have earned.

And Korea reminds us that our oblig
to our fallen and their families endure lo
ter the battle ends. To this day, 7,910 A
cans are still missing from the Korean wa
we will not stop working until we give
families a full accounting of their loved
like Sergeant First Class William Robins
years old, missing for 63 years. This we
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Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania, the Robinsons
will welcome their uncle home and finally lay

fore. And many may have wondered, what be-
came of that soldier? Today, six decades later,
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him to rest with full military honors.
Freedom is not free. And in Korea, no one

paid a heavier price than those who gave all:
36,574 American patriots and, among our al-
lies, more than 1 million of our South Korean
friends, soldiers, and civilians. That July day,
when the fighting finally ended, not far from
where it began, some suggested, this sacrifice
had been for naught; they summed it up with a
phrase: “Die for a tie.”

It took many decades for this memorial to
gain its rightful place on this great Mall where
we tell our American story. It has, perhaps,
taken even longer to see clearly and under-
stand fully the true legacy of your service. But
here today we can say with confidence, that
war was no tie. Korea was a victory. When 50
million South Koreans live in freedom—a vi-
brant democracy, one of the world’s most dy-
namic economies, in stark contrast to the re-
pression and poverty of the North—that is a
victory, and that is your legacy.

When our soldiers stand firm along the
DMZ, when our South Korean friends can go
about their lives, knowing that the commit-
ment of the United States to the security of the
Republic of Korea will never waver, that is a
victory, and that is your legacy.

When our allies across the Asia-Pacific
know—as we have proven in Korea for 60
straight years—that the United States will re-
main a force for peace and security and pros-
perity, that’s a victory; that’s your legacy.

And for generations to come, when history
recalls how free nations banded together in a
long cold war and how we won that war, let it
be said that Korea was the first battle, where
freedom held its ground and free peoples re-
fused to yield. That too is your victory, your
legacy.

Most of all, your legacy burns brightest right
here, in a grateful Nation that reveres you, in
the loving families that cherish you, like that
young soldier with those baby booties swinging
from his rifle. Ever since the war, the story of
that soldier has been passed among our Korean
war vets. Some of you may have heard it be-

we now know, because we found him
was—Richard Shank from St. Louis, Mi
For his valor in Korea, he earned the
Star. Yes, Dick survived the war. He re
home. He held his baby boy in his arm
was able to be a father to his son.

But this story doesn’t end there, b
like so many of you, Dick continued to s
uniform. His son grew into a man, got m
had children of his own. Those childr
now adults themselves, scattered acro
country. And like so many American fa
they still speak with pride of their grandf
service in Korea.

Today, Dick Shank lives in Gainesville
ida, and I believe he’s watching us this 
ing. He’s 84 years old, recovering from a
fall while roller skating. [Laughter] “
short,” he says, “and I just keep on livi
And one of the ways he keeps living i
meeting up every year with his buddie
Korea and recalling the time they shar
gether in that fight, which ended 60 yea
today.

Veterans of the Korean war: In the sp
your youth, you learned how short an
cious life can be. And because of you, m
of people can keep on living it, in freedo
in peace. Your lives are an inspiration
service will never be forgotten. You ha
thanks of a grateful nation. And your s
deeds will live, now and forever.

May God bless those who gave all in 
May God bless you and your families
God bless the alliances that helped secu
prosperity and our security. And may Go
tinue to bless these United States of Am
Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:44 a
his remarks, he referred to Secretary of 
terior Sarah M.R. “Sally” Jewell; Gen
Seung-jo, Chairman of the Joint Ch
Staff, and Gen. Paik Sun-yup, former
Chief of Staff, of South Korea; Col. Da
Hughes, USA (Ret.); and Lt. Richa
Shank, USA (Ret.).
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Statement on the Death of Former Representative Corrine C. “Lindy” Boggs
July 27, 2013
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Michelle and I send our thoughts and
prayers to the family and loved ones of Lindy
Boggs. Her legacy as a champion of women’s
and civil rights over her nine terms in office as

the first woman elected to the United 
Congress from Louisiana will continue
spire generations to come.

Remarks Honoring the 2012 World Series Champion San Francisco Gia
July 29, 2013

Well, everybody, please have a seat. Wel-
come to the White House on this beautiful af-
ternoon. And congratulations to the San Fran-
cisco Giants on their second World Series title
in 3 years. They’re making this a habit. [Laugh-
ter]

I want to start by recognizing all the fans of
the Orange and Black with us today, including
San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee is in the house.
One of your number-one fans in Washington,
Leader Nancy Pelosi is here, season ticket
holder. All the Members of Congress that
we’ve got here today, we’re glad you guys are
here.

And we want to recognize as well Larry Baer
and GM Brian Sabean for building yet another
championship team. Give them a big round of
applause. And of course, we’ve got somebody
who keeps on looking younger every time I see
him, the Say Hey Kid, Willie Mays in the
house. And of course, we’ve got a big—give a
big congratulations to Manager Bruce Bochy,
who just last week joined greats like John Mc-
Graw and Joe Torre as one of only 21 manag-
ers to win 1,500 games. That is an incredible
honor. Give Bruce a big round of applause.
Congratulations.

Now, it wasn’t that long ago that these guys
were already here celebrating their last World
Series title. Some things apparently don’t
change. The Giants still won behind stellar
pitching and smothering defense and timely
hitting. And even though they used a different
closer down the stretch, this one still had a
“beard to fear.” [Laughter]

On the other hand, some things do change.
In 2010, it took five games to close out the

World Series. This year it only took four.
are some new faces standing behind me
new nicknames. You got the Reverend. 
got Blockbuster. We’ve even got new ha
Where’s Tim? [Laughter] There he is. Se
don’t even recognize him anymore. [Lau

And of course, there were new mom
write into the history books as well. Dur
regular season, Matt Cain threw the fran
first perfect game with a record-tying 14
outs. Posey returned from injury—I wish
that young, you just kind of snap back—
back, hits .336, with 24 home runs and
the National League MVP.

In the playoffs, the Giants dropped th
two games to the Reds, forcing them to 
three straight wins to stay alive. And
against the Cardinals, they had to com
from a 3-to-1 hole to win in seven gam
all, this team faced elimination a total
times in the playoffs. It’s no wonder tha
own fans still refer to Giants baseball 
ture. [Laughter]

But in the World Series, they deci
take it a little easier on Giants fans. In
one, Pablo Sandoval came out swinging,
record-tying three homeruns on his way
coming the World Series MVP. Three 
later, brooms were out; it was time for
fireworks over North Beach and anoth
rade down Market Street.

And with these two championship
team has added another chapter to the 
legacy of players like Mays and McCov
Perry. And I think it’s time to add a few
names to that list: Lincecum and Ca
Posey and Kung Fu Panda. [Laughter]
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So as the Giants prove every day, baseball
can be even bigger than All-Stars and Cy

And on that note, let’s hear it one more time
for the World Champion San Francisco Giants.

sident
. Baer
ce Bo-
y pre-
 Presi-
is re-

d you
ir sig-
reciat-

 on the
his re-
 senior
llie H.
former
hy L.
ter A.

Block-
blo E.
eman,

former
former
eph P.
es.

d the

 direct
er Ne-
eader-

gotia-
th the
 these
 focus
stands
se ne-
g two
ecuri-
Young winners. The Junior Giants program us-
es baseball to teach integrity and leadership
and teamwork to more than 20,000 children.
The team recently won a national award for
their support of the LGBT community. Two
years ago, the Giants became the first profes-
sional sports franchise to record an “It Gets
Better” video to help bullied youth.

I’m proud to announce that next season,
they’re planning to turn the centerfield bleach-
ers at AT&T Park into what’s believed to be
the first-ever edible garden in a major Ameri-
can sports facility. With rows of kale and straw-
berries and eggplant, the Giants are going to
help encourage local youth to eat healthy, even
at the ballpark.

I should add, even Michelle would say it’s
okay to have a hotdog once in a while though.
[Laughter] I don’t want everybody to get car-
ried away and think they have to have kale ev-
ery time they go to the ballpark. [Laughter]

So today we are proud to honor the Giants
not only for being champions on the diamond,
but also being champions for the entire San
Francisco community as well. They represent
their city proudly, and they do a great job at it.

[At this point, San Francisco Giants Pre
and Chief Executive Officer Laurence M
thanked the President, and Manager Bru
chy and catcher Gerald D. “Buster” Pose
sented a World Series ball and bat to the
dent. The President then concluded h
marks as follows.]

I got a World Series ball and bat, an
should know that I can’t read any of the
natures. [Laughter] But it’s greatly app
ed. Thank you so much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:11 p.m.
South Lawn at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to Brian R. Sabean,
vice president and general manager, Wi
Mays, Jr., assistant to the president and 
center fielder, Sergio Romo, Timot
Lincecum, and Matt Cain, pitchers, Hun
“Reverend” Pence, outfielder, Marcos “
buster” Scutaro, second baseman, Pa
“Kung Fu Panda” Sandoval, third bas
Willie L. McCovey, senior adviser and 
first baseman, and Gaylord J. Perry, 
pitcher, San Francisco Giants; and Jos
Torre, former manager, New York Yanke

Statement on the Resumption of Peace Negotiations Between Israel an
Palestinian Authority
July 29, 2013

I am pleased that Prime Minister Netanya-
hu and President Abbas have accepted Secre-
tary Kerry’s invitation to formally resume di-
rect final status negotiations and have sent se-
nior negotiating teams to Washington for the
first round of meetings. This is a promising
step forward, though hard work and hard
choices remain ahead.

During my March visit to the region, I expe-
rienced firsthand the profound desire for
peace among both Israelis and Palestinians,
which reinforced my belief that peace is both
possible and necessary. I deeply appreciate
Secretary Kerry’s tireless work with the parties

to develop a common basis for resuming
talks and commend both Prime Minist
tanyahu and President Abbas for their l
ship in coming to the table.

The most difficult work of these ne
tions is ahead, and I am hopeful that bo
Israelis and Palestinians will approach
talks in good faith and with sustained
and determination. The United States 
ready to support them throughout the
gotiations, with the goal of achievin
states living side by side in peace and s
ty.
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I am pleased that Ambassador Martin Indyk
will lead the U.S. negotiating team as U.S.

begin down the tough, but necessary, path of
negotiations.
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Special Envoy for Israeli-Palestinian Negotia-
tions. Ambassador Indyk brings unique experi-
ence and insight to this role, which will allow
him to contribute immediately as the parties

NOTE: The statement referred to Prime 
ter Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel; and Pre
Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian Autho

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emerg
With Respect to Lebanon
July 29, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to Lebanon that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13441 of August 1,
2007, is to continue in effect beyond August 1,
2013.

Certain ongoing activities, such as continu-
ing arms transfers to Hizballah that include in-

creasingly sophisticated weapons system
dermine Lebanese sovereignty, contrib
political and economic instability in the r
and continue to constitute an unusual a
traordinary threat to the national securi
foreign policy of the United States. F
reason, I have determined that it is nec
to continue the national emergency decl
Executive Order 13441 with respect to
non.

Sincerely,

BARACK OB

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jo
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Repre
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendi
the end of this volume.

Remarks at the Amazon Chattanooga Fulfillment Center in Chattan
Tennessee
July 30, 2013

Hello, Chattanooga! Hey! Well, it is good to
be back in Tennessee. It’s great to be here at
Amazon.

I want to thank Lydia for the introduction
and sharing her story. Give Lydia a big round
of applause. So this is something here. I just
finished getting a tour of just one little corner
of this massive facility, size of 28 football fields.
Last year, during the busiest day of the Christ-
mas rush, customers around the world ordered
more than 300 items from Amazon every sec-
ond, and a lot of those traveled through this
building. So this is kind of like the North Pole

of the South right here. Got a bunch of
looking elves here.

Now, before we start, I want to rec
your general manager, Mike Thomas; m
guide and your vice president, Dave 
you’ve got the mayor of Chattanooga,
Berke; and you’ve got one of the finest g
men I know, your Congressman, Jim C
So thank you all for being here.

So I’ve come here today to talk a little
about something I was discussing last
and that’s what we need to do as a cou
secure a better bargain for the middle c
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national strategy to make sure that every single
person who’s willing to work hard in this coun-

going through a decade where a few at the top
were doing better and better, but most families

get by.
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Now, you heard from Lydia, so you know—
because many of you went through it—over
the past 4½ years, we’ve been fighting our way
back from the worst recession since the Great
Depression, and it cost millions of Americans
their jobs and their homes and their savings.
And part of what it did was, it laid bare the
long-term erosion that’s been happening when
it comes to middle class security. 

But because the American people are resil-
ient, we bounced back. Together, we’ve right-
ed the ship. We took on a broken health care
system. We invested in new American technol-
ogies to reverse our addiction to foreign oil,
changed a Tax Code that had become tilted too
much in favor of the wealthy at the expense of
working families, saved an auto industry. And
thanks to GM and the UAW working together,
we’re bringing jobs back here to America, in-
cluding 1,800 autoworkers in Spring Hills;
1,800 workers in Spring Hills are on the job to-
day where a plant was once closed.

Today, our businesses have created 7.2 mil-
lion new jobs over the last 40 months. This
year, we’re off to our best private sector jobs
growth since 1999. We now sell more products
made in America to the rest of the world than
ever before. We produce more renewable en-
ergy than ever before; we produce more natu-
ral gas than anybody else in the world. Health
care costs are growing at the slowest rate in 50
years. Our deficits are falling at the fastest rate
in 60 years.

So thanks to hard-working folks like you,
thanks to the grit and resilience of the Ameri-
can people, we’ve been able to clear away
some of the rubble from the financial crisis.
We’ve started to lay a new foundation for a
stronger, more durable America, the kind of
economic growth that’s broad based, the foun-
dation required to make this century another
American century.

But as I said last week, and as any middle
class family will tell you: We’re not there yet.
Even before the financial crisis hit, we were

were working harder and harder just to 
And reversing that trend should be Wa
ton’s highest priority. It’s my highest prio

But so far, for most of this year, we’v
an endless parade of distractions and p
posturing and phony scandals. And we k
shifting our way—shifting our attention
from what we should be focused on, wh
how do we strengthen the middle cla
grow the economy for everybody? A
Washington heads towards yet another b
debate, the stakes couldn’t be higher.

And that’s why I’m visiting cities and
like this one, to lay out my ideas for h
can build on the cornerstone of what it 
to be middle class in America: a good jo
good wages, a good education; a home 
your own; affordable health care that’s
for you when you get sick; a secure retir
even if you’re not rich; more chances fo
to earn their way into the middle class a
as they’re willing to work for it; and mo
portantly, the chance to pass on a better
for our kids.

So I’m doing a series of speeches ov
next several weeks, but I came to Chatta
today to talk about the first and most imp
cornerstone of middle class security, and
a good job in a durable, growing industry

It’s hard to get the other stuff going
don’t have a good job. And the truth is,
thing I’m going to be talking about ov
next several weeks really is about jobs. B
preparing our children and our workers 
global competition they’ll face, that’s 
jobs. A housing finance system that m
easier and safer to buy and build new h
that’s about jobs in the construction in
Health care that frees you from the fear
ing everything after you’ve worked so ha
then having the freedom to maybe star
own business because you know you’ll b
to get health care, that’s about jobs. And
ously, retirement benefits speak to the 
of our jobs.

And let me say this, something eve
here understands: Jobs are about mor
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just paying the bills. Jobs are about more than
just statistics. We’ve never just defined having

investments, if we don’t make these reforms,
then we might as well be waving the white flag
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a job as having a paycheck here in America. A
job is a source of pride; it’s a source of dignity.
It’s the way you look after your family. It’s
proof that you’re doing the right things and
meeting your responsibilities and contributing
to the fabric of your community and helping to
build the country. That’s what a job is all about.
It’s not just about a paycheck. It’s not just
about paying the bills. It’s also about knowing
that what you’re doing is important, that it
counts.

So we should be doing everything we can as
a country to create more good jobs that pay
good wages. Period.

Now, here’s the thing, Chattanooga, the
problem is not that we don’t have ideas about
how we could create even more jobs. We’ve
got a lot of ideas out there. There are plenty of
independent economists, plenty of business
owners, people from both parties, agree on
some of the ingredients that we need for creat-
ing good jobs. And you’ve heard them debated
again and again over these past few years. I’ve
proposed a lot of these ideas myself. Just 2
years ago, I announced the “American Jobs
Act,” full of ideas that every independent econ-
omist said would create more jobs. Some were
passed by Congress. But I’ve got to admit,
most of them weren’t.

Sometimes, there were ideas that historical-
ly had Republican support, and for some rea-
son, suddenly, Republicans didn’t want to sup-
port them anymore: putting people back to
work rebuilding America’s infrastructure;
equipping our kids and our workers with the
best skills; leading the world in scientific re-
search that helps to pave the way for new jobs
in new industries; accelerating our clean ener-
gy and natural gas revolutions; fixing a broken
immigration system so that American workers
aren’t undercut, undermined because some
businesses are unscrupulous and hiring folks
and not paying them decent wages.

Independent economists say immigration
reform would boost our economy by more than
a trillion dollars. So we’ve got ideas out there
we know can work. And if we don’t make these

to the rest of the world, because they’re
ing forward. They’re not slowing down. 
Germany, India, they’re going. And we
just sit by and do nothing. Doing n
doesn’t help the middle class.

So today I came here to offer a fram
that might help break through some of t
litical logjam in Washington and try 
Congress to start moving on some of
proven ideas. But let me briefly outline
of the areas I think we need to focus on
want to create good jobs, with good wa
durable industries, areas that will fuel o
ture growth.

Number one, jobs in American manu
ing. Over the past 4 years, for the firs
since the 1990s, the number of manufac
jobs in America hasn’t gone down, it’s a
gone up. So the trend lines are good
we’ve got to build on that progress. I w
offer new incentives for manufacturers 
ship jobs overseas, but to bring them bac
to America. I want new tax credits so co
nities hit hardest by plant closures can 
new investment.

In my State of the Union Address, I
Congress to build on a successful pilo
gram we’ve set up. We want to create n
15 manufacturing innovation institute
connect businesses and universities and 
al agencies to help communities left beh
global competition to become centers o
tech jobs, today I’m asking Congress to
on this bipartisan support and triple tha
ber from 15 to 45: these hubs, where we’
ting businesses, universities, communit
to work together to develop centers of
tech industries all throughout the U
States that allow us to be at the forefront
next revolution of manufacturing. I w
made here in the United States of Ame
don’t want that happening overseas.

Number two—I talked about th
week—jobs rebuilding our infrastruct
look at this amazing facility, and you gu
don’t miss a beat. I mean, you’ve got
packages coming out. You’ve got dog fo
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Kindles and beard trimmers and—[laughter]. I
mean, there’s all kinds of stuff around here.

Number four, we’ve got to export more. We
want to send American goods all around the
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But once it’s packed up, it’s got to get to the
customer. And how quickly and how depend-
ably it gets to the customer depends on, do we
have good roads? Do we have good bridges?
Do we have state-of-the-art airports?

We’ve got about $2 trillion of deferred
maintenance here in this country. So let’s put
more construction workers back on the job do-
ing the work America needs done. These are
vital projects that Amazon needs, businesses all
across the country need, like widening Route
27 here in Chattanooga, deepening the Jack-
sonville Port that I visited last week. These are
projects vital to our national pride.

We’re going to be breaking ground this
week at the St. Louis Arch. Congress should
pass what I’ve called my Fix-It-First plan to
put people to work immediately on our most
urgent repairs, like the 100,000 bridges that
are old enough to qualify for Medicare. That
will create good middle class jobs right now.
[Applause] Right now. And we should partner
with the private sector to upgrade what busi-
nesses like Amazon need most. We should
have a modern air traffic control system to
keep planes running on time. We should have
modern power grids and pipelines to survive a
storm. We should have modern schools to pre-
pare our kids for the jobs of tomorrow.

Number three, we need to keep creating
good jobs in energy: in wind and solar and nat-
ural gas. Those new energy sources are reduc-
ing energy costs. They’re reducing dangerous
carbon pollution. They’re reducing our depen-
dence on foreign oil. So now is not the time to
gut investments in American technology. Now
is the time to double down on renewable ener-
gy and biofuels and electric vehicles and to put
money into the research that will shift our cars
and trucks off oil for good.

And let me tell you, cheaper costs of natural
gas is a huge boost to our businesses here in
America, so we should develop it even more.
We’ve got to do it in a way that protects our air
and our water for our children and future gen-
erations, but we can do that. We’ve got the
technology to do it.

world. A year ago, I signed a new trade 
ment with Korea, because they were se
lot of Hyundais here, but we weren’t se
lot of GM cars over there. Since we signe
deal, our Big Three automakers are sell
percent more cars in Korea than they we

So now we’ve got to help more of ou
nesses do the same thing. I’m asking Co
for the authority to negotiate the best
deals possible for our workers and com
with robust training and assistance meas
make sure our workers have the suppo
the skills they need for this new global c
tition. And we’re going to have to sharp
competitive edge in the global job m
place.

Two years ago, we created something
SelectUSA. This is a coordinated effort
tract foreign companies looking to inve
create jobs here in the United States. A
day I’m directing my Cabinet to expand
efforts. And this October, I’m going to
business leaders from around the worl
I’m going to connect them to State leade
local leaders like your mayor who are re
prove there’s no better place to do bu
than right here in the United States of Am

Number five, let’s help more than—l
more to help the more than 4 million
term unemployed Americans that ar
there. One of the problems that happen
lot of folks, they lose their jobs during th
ly bad recession through no fault of thei
They’ve got what it takes to fill that job
ing, but because they’ve been out of w
long employers won’t even give their a
tion a fair look.

So I’m challenging CEOs to do more
these Americans back on their feet. An
going to bring together the CEOs and c
nies that are putting in place some of th
practices for recruiting and training and
workers who have been out of work for
time, but want the chance to show that 
ready to go back to work.

And at the same time, I’m calling o
businesses to do more for their w
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Amazon is a great example of what’s possible.
What you’re doing here at Amazon with your

The bad news is that rather than keep our
focus on what should be our priority—which is
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Career Choice Program pays 95 percent of the
tuition for employees who want to earn skills in
fields with high demand, not just, by the way,
jobs here at Amazon, but jobs anywhere: com-
puter-aided design or nursing. I talked to Jeff
Bezos yesterday, and he was so proud of the
fact that he wants to see every employee at Am-
azon continually upgrade their skills and im-
prove. And if they’ve got a dream they want to
pursue, Amazon wants to help them pursue it.

That’s the kind of approach that we need
from America’s businesses. Offering training
programs, health care, retirement plans, pay-
ing better wages—that’s not just the right thing
to do, it’s actually good for your bottom line. A
recent study shows that when a company
makes the list of the 100 best companies to
work for in America, its share price outper-
forms its competitors, because the stock mar-
ket and investors, they know if a company has
employees that are motivated and happy, that
business is more likely to succeed. [Applause]
That business is more likely to succeed.

And because nobody who works full-time in
America should have to live in poverty, I’m go-
ing to keep on making the case and fighting for
the fact that we need to raise our minimum
wage, because right now it’s in lower terms
than it was when Ronald Reagan took office.
When folks have more money in their pockets,
that’s good for Amazon; it means your custom-
ers have a little more money. They can order a
little more of that protein powder. [Laughter] I
noticed a lot of folks were ordering protein
power. Everybody is trying to get bulked up.
[Laughter]

So here’s—those are some of the ideas that
we’re out there, we’re promoting. We’re not
lacking for ideas, we’re just lacking action, es-
pecially out of Washington.

For most of the past 2 years, Washington
has just taken its eye off the ball when it comes
to the middle class. And I’ll tell you, look, there
are a growing number of—the good news is,
there are a growing number of Republican
Senators who are trying to work with Demo-
crats to get some stuff done. That’s good news.

growing our economy and creating goo
dle class jobs—we’ve seen a certain fac
Republicans in Congress hurt a fragile 
ery by saying that they wouldn’t pay th
bills that Congress racked up in the first
threatening to shut down the people’s G
ment if they can’t get rid of Obamaca
stead of reducing our deficits with a sca
get rid of programs we don’t need, but k
tal investments that we do, this same gro
kept in place this meat cleaver called t
quester that is just slashing all kinds of 
tant investments in education and resear
our military. All the things that are nee
make this country a magnet for good m
class jobs, those things are being cut.

And these moves don’t just hurt our 
my in the long term, they hurt our middl
right now. The independent Congre
Budget Office estimates that the cuts th
being made right now in Washington w
our economy 750,000 jobs this year, 9
fewer jobs next year. And a lot of the 
risk are at small businesses that contrac
our military or our Federal agencies.

Over the past 4 years, another 7
workers at the Federal, State, and local
of government have lost their jobs. The
cops and firefighters, and about half o
are people who work in our schools. Tho
real jobs. It doesn’t help a company like
zon when a teacher or a cop or a firefigh
es their job. They don’t have money to p
order. That’s hundreds of thousands o
tomers who have less money to spend.

If those layoffs had not happened, if 
sector employees grew like they did in th
two recessions, the unemployment rate
be 6.5 instead of 7.5. Our economy wo
much better off, and the deficit would 
going down because we’d be getting m
revenue.

So the point is, if Washington spent as
time and energy these past 2 years figuri
how to grow our economy and grow ou
dle class as it’s spent manufacturing cr
pursuit of a cut-at-all-costs approach t
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cits, we’d be much better off. [Applause] We’d
be much better off.

simplify taxes for small-business owners, give
them incentives to invest so they can spend less
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And it’s not like we don’t have to cut our
deficits. As a share of the economy, we’ve cut
our deficits by nearly half since I took office—
half. And they’re projected to go down even
further, but there’s a right way to do it and a
wrong way to do it. And we should do it in a
way that actually helps middle class families in-
stead of hurts them.

I’ve told Republicans that if they’re serious
about a balanced, long-term fiscal plan that re-
places harmful budget cuts, that would get se-
rious about a long-term plan that prevents
those 900,000 jobs from being lost, that helps
grow the economy, that helps the middle
class—I am ready to go. But we can’t lose sight
of our north star. We can’t allow an impasse
over long-term fiscal challenges to distract us
from what the middle class needs right now.

So here’s the bottom line: If folks in Wash-
ington really want a grand bargain, how about a
grand bargain for middle class jobs? [Ap-
plause] How about a grand bargain for middle
class jobs?

I don’t want to go through the same old ar-
guments where I propose an idea and the Re-
publicans just say no because it’s my idea. So
I’m going to try offering something that serious
people in both parties should be able to sup-
port: a deal that simplifies the Tax Code for
our businesses and creates good jobs with good
wages for middle class folks who work at those
businesses.

Right now—everybody knows this—our Tax
Code is so riddled with loopholes and special
interest tax breaks that a lot of companies who
are doing the right thing and investing in
America pay 35 percent in their taxes; corpora-
tions who have got fancy accountants and stash
their money overseas, they pay little or nothing
in taxes. That’s not fair, and it’s not good for
the economy here.

So I’m willing to simplify our Tax Code:
closes those loopholes, ends incentives to ship
jobs overseas, lowers the rate for businesses
that are creating jobs right here in America,
provides tax incentives for manufacturers that
bring jobs home to the United States. Let’s

time filling out complicated forms, mor
expanding and hiring.

I’m willing to do all that; that shoul
businesses and help them grow. But if
going to give businesses a better deal
we’re also going to have to give workers
ter deal too. I want to use some of the 
that we save by closing these loopholes 
ate more good construction jobs with
structure initiatives that I already talked
We can build a broader network of hig
manufacturing hubs that leaders from
parties can support. We can help our co
nity colleges arm our workers with the
that a global economy demands. All
things would benefit the middle class rig
and benefit our economy in the years to 

So again, here’s the bottom line: I’m 
to work with Republicans on reformin
corporate Tax Code, as long as we u
money from transitioning to a simpler t
tem for a significant investment in cr
middle class jobs. That’s the deal.

And I’m just going to keep on th
ideas out there to see if something 
[Laughter] I’m going to lay out my id
give the middle class a better shot. But n
time for Republicans to lay out their ide

If they’ve got a better plan to brin
more manufacturing jobs here to Ten
and around the country, then let them k
let me know. I want to hear them. If t
got a better plan to create jobs rebuildi
infrastructure or to help workers earn th
tech skills that they need, then they sho
fer up these ideas.

But I’ve got to tell you, just gutting ou
ronmental protection, that’s not a jobs
Gutting investments in education, that’
jobs plan. They keep on talking about th
oil pipeline coming down from Canada
estimated to create about 50 permanen
that’s not a jobs plan. Wasting the co
time by taking something like 40 mean
votes to repeal Obamacare is not a job
[Applause] That’s not a jobs plan.
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So let’s get serious. They’re—look, I want to
tell everybody here the truth. And you know,

We can’t be getting into a whole bunch of
fads and pretend like you roll back Obamacare
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look, I know that the politics for Obama aren’t
always great in Tennessee. I understand that.
But I want everybody to just hear the honest
truth. I’ve run my last campaign, so I don’t
need to spin.

And here’s the truth: There are no gimmicks
that create jobs. There are no simple tricks to
grow the economy. Growing the economy,
making sure that the middle class is strong, it’s
like getting in shape. You can’t just go on the
muffin and doughnut diet and the latest fad
and lose weight. You’ve got to work out, and
you’ve got to eat better. Right? Well, the same
is true for our economy. The same is true for
helping the middle class.

We’ve got to have a serious, steady, long-
term American strategy to reverse the long-
term erosion of middle class security and give
everybody a fair shot. And we know what we
have to do. It involves education. It involves in-
frastructure. It involves research. It involves
good energy policy. And we just have to stay at
it. More good jobs that pay decent wages, a
better bargain for the middle class, an econo-
my that grows from the middle out—that’s got
to be our focus.

and suddenly, all these jobs are going
created, because the middle class was
gling before I came into office. The m
class was losing ground before I came i
fice. Jobs were getting shipped overseas 
Obamacare was in place. So we’ve got
honest. We’ve got to be honest about th
lenges we face, but also the opportuniti
are out there.

And that’s what I’m going to be focu
not just for the next few months. I’m go
be focused for every one of the 1,270 da
got left in my Presidency on how to mak
that we’ve got more opportunity and m
curity for everybody who is willing to
hard in this country. That’s where I b
America needs to go. And we can do i
work together, Chattanooga. Let’s get to

Thank you very much, everybody
bless. God bless the United States of Am

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. In
marks, he referred to Lydia Flanders, em
ee, Amazon Chattanooga Fulfillment C
and Dave Clark, vice president of wor
operations and customer service, and Jef
Bezos, president, chief executive office
chairman of the board, Amazon.com, Inc

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Nancy J. Schiffer, Kent Y. Hiro
Mark G. Pearce, Harry I. Johnson III, and Philip A. Miscimarra as Mem
of the National Labor Relations Board
July 30, 2013

I welcome today’s confirmation of Nancy
Schiffer, Kent Hirozawa, Mark Pearce, Harry
Johnson III, and Philip Miscimarra to the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board. A critical part of
our effort to strengthen the middle class is ensur-
ing that every American who works hard has a
chance to succeed. That means providing wages
people can live on, safe working conditions, and

real opportunities to get ahead. Every d
NLRB is focused on the concerns of w
Americans, from eliminating unfair labor p
es to upholding the right of employees to
union and bargain collectively with their e
ers. I applaud the Senate for putting in 
full Board and look forward to working to
on other steps we can take to grow our eco
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Remarks Honoring the NCAA Women’s Basketball Champion University of
Connecticut Huskies
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July 31, 2013

The President. Everybody, have a seat. Well,
welcome to the White House, everybody. Con-
gratulations to the NCAA Champion UConn
Huskies. Congratulations to Coach Auriemma
on your record-tying eighth national champi-
onship. I see this guy too much. [Laughter]
Keep in mind, a lot of Presidents don’t even
get 8 years in the White House. [Laughter]
He’s spent more time than some Presidents in
the White House. [Laughter] And he’s not
term limited, so he can just keep on going.

We’ve got UConn president, Susan Herbst
is here. Where did she go? There she is up
here. I wasn’t sure where she was sitting.
We’ve got some outstanding Huskies fans in
the house, including several proud members of
your congressional delegation. So give them a
big round of applause.

Probably the most important person here is
not Coach Geno, but Coach Geno’s mom, who
is here. So please give her a big round of ap-
plause—[applause]—who is so proud. And
she’s gorgeous. And that’s where you got a
good head of hair. [Laughter] So I have to say
to the Huskies, I’ve missed you guys. It’s been,
what, a couple years? Seniors Heather Buck,
Caroline Doty made the trip to the White
House in 2009. So they’re old—this is old hat
for them. Kelly Faris joined them in 2010.
Now, back there, they were in the middle of a
90-game winning streak.

I reminded Geno at the time, when I called
him, that over the first 23 months I was in of-
fice, he didn’t lose once. He just pointed out to
me that when they won the championship, I
went on to win reelection. So he thinks we’ve
got a good thing going here. [Laughter]

Now, most years, I think for most teams, be-
ing a champion isn’t about dominating the way
that you did back then. It’s about being at your
best when the stakes are highest. And that’s
what made this team so special.

To get that national title, they had to go
through a team that, let’s face it, had had your
number during some previous games: Notre

Dame. Heading into this season’s tourn
you had to play—you had played them
times, you had lost three, that heartbrea
the Big East finals.

After that game, some teams migh
lowered their sights. But rather than g
couraged, Geno gathered you together 
locker room, I understand, and said, “I’m
to show you how to win a championship
as Kelly pointed out, Geno is pretty good
job. He knows how to win championship

So it looked tough at the time, but
folks didn’t stop believing in themselves.
to confess that my bracketology needs
work. [Laughter]

Team member. Mm-hmm.
The President. Mm-hmm. [Laughter] 

body back there is all, “Mm-hmm.” [Lau
Breanna Stewart had the game of h

became the first freshman in 25 years
named most outstanding player in the
Four. Give her a big round of applause
Bria Hartley, Kaleena Mosqueda-Lewi
Kelly Faris earned their spots on the al
nament team. After losing their first
games against Notre Dame by a combin
points, won the last one by 18.

After that, no matter how talented Lo
was, there wasn’t much doubt that you
another title home to Storrs or that tho
of fans would be waiting to join them 
celebration. Because as any UConn fan w
you, folks just love this team, and it go
yond what they do on the court. One fan
to the victory parade to take pictures 
daughter, and he was quoted as saying
come to as many games as we can becau
are truly amazing. They’re great role m
They’re great role models.

And that’s true in the classroom. I w
congratulate all three seniors on earni
just another title, but earning their colle
grees as well. It is true overseas, where a
these folks played on Team U.S.A., whet
Geno and the six UConn Huskies who 
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bring home the Gold at the London Olympics
or Breanna leading our under-19 team to a

of two young, beautiful, athletic, and tall
daughters—[laughter]—it just always puts a
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championship just a few days ago.
When they’re not hitting the books or repre-

senting their country, they find time to get in-
volved in the community. Last year, players
visited the Hole in the Wall Gang Camp for
children with serious illnesses, joined the Walk
for Autism. Geno just held his 11th annual
charity golf tournament. And while you may be
rivals with Baylor on the court, you joined to-
gether off the court to raise over $30,000 for
the Kay Yow Cancer Fund.

And so that’s why we’re so happy to have
you all back to the White House. These are just
some incredible athletes. They’ve made their
mark as one of the great sports dynasties of our
time, but they’re also just really outstanding
young women. You couldn’t be prouder of
them. I know some parents may be here, and I
know you could not be prouder of them. And I
told them—and I always say this—as the father

smile on my face whenever I see such cla
represent their school and their coun
well.

So congratulations, UConn. Good l
you get ready for the fall. I told them to
little time off, but they said Coach wo
them. [Laughter] But I’m overruling him
a weekend. [Laughter] Just relax a little 

So congratulations.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m.
East Room at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to Marciella Auri
mother of Luigi “Geno” Auriemma,
coach, University of Connecticut women
ketball team; and Heather Buck, cent
ward, Caroline Doty, Kelly Faris, Bria H
guards, and Breanna Stewart and K
Mosqueda-Lewis, forwards, University o
necticut women’s basketball team.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of B. Todd Jones as Director o
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
July 31, 2013

Todd Jones is a tough and tested law en-
forcement professional with decades of experi-
ence, and his confirmation to lead the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
is both welcome and long overdue. For nearly
7 years, Senate Republicans had refused to
confirm an ATF Director, not because they
thought the nominees weren’t qualified, but
because they put politics ahead of the agency’s
law enforcement mission.

I applaud Senator Reid, Senator Leahy,
Senator Klobuchar, and the bipartisan group of

Senators who broke through that gridl
give Todd Jones the up-or-down vote 
served. But while Todd’s confirmatio
help ATF apply the tools it needs to p
our communities from dangerous cri
and reduce gun violence, we can’t stop t
will continue to stand with the majo
Americans who support commonsense r
to keep dangerous weapons out of the ha
criminals. And I will continue to do ever
in my power to keep our children and ou
munities safe.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Abd Rabuh Mansur Ha
Yemen
August 1, 2013

President Obama. I want to welcome Pres-
ident Hadi to the White House. This visit, I
think, reinforces the strong partnership and
cooperation that’s developed between the

United States and the Government 
men.

President Hadi obviously faces eno
challenges, but because of his leadershi
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been able to initiate a national dialogue that
can potentially bring the parties all together in

ident Obama here in the White House. And I
consider our partnership as critical for both
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Yemen and produce a constitution and a transi-
tion to a fully democratic government that can
serve the interests of the people.

So far, the work that this national dialogue
has produced is historic for Yemen. It has been
inclusive. It’s included all parties, including
those who traditionally have opposed a central
government. It includes women. It includes
young people. And this should all lead to elec-
tions next year. I want to congratulate Presi-
dent Hadi for the good work that he’s done.

President Hadi also faces significant eco-
nomic challenges. And during these discus-
sions, we reaffirmed our commitment to work
with others in the international community to
support Yemen during this transition period as
it makes the kinds of economic reforms that
can produce jobs and growth and prosperity
for the Yemeni people.

And finally, I thanked President Hadi and
his Government for the strong cooperation
that they’ve offered when it comes to counter-
terrorism. Because of some of the very effec-
tive military reforms that President Hadi initi-
ated when he came into this office, what we’ve
seen is Al Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula—or
AQAP—moved back out of territories that it
was controlling.

And President Hadi recognizes that these
threats are not only transnational in nature, but
also cause severe hardship and prevent the
kind of prosperity for the people of Yemen
themselves.

So I look forward to continuing to work with
President Hadi and the people of Yemen for
the benefit of both our countries. And I very
much want to congratulate him on the strong
start that he’s made on the national dialogue. I
think it can produce the kinds of opportunities
for growth and prosperity, particularly for the
very young population of Yemen that I know
President Hadi cares so deeply about.

So thank you very much for the visit.
President Hadi. Thank you very much. I’m

very happy to meet with Your Excellency Pres-

our countries.
Our work together insofar as counteri

rorism is concerned and also against Al
is expressive, first and foremost, of Yem
terests, because as a result of the activ
Al Qaida, Yemen’s development basically
to a halt whereby there is no tourism, a
oil companies—the oil-exploring com
had to leave the country as a result of th
ence of Al Qaida. So our cooperation 
those terrorist elements are actually s
the interests of Yemen.

I actually spoke with His Excellency
dent Obama about the future of Yeme
about the national dialogue that includ
delegates that come from all walks of l
cluding women, youth, political parties, a
deed rivals that used to fight one a
whom nowadays are actually sitting at th
dialogue table connecting them. This is c
ered a new experience in the whole regio

Basically, in this national dialogue, w
forward to building a new constitution s
good governance, partnership of all me
of the society in the country, where
achieve security and democracy, good 
nance, building a new future for the co
justice, and the division of authorit
wealth.

And this national dialogue actually p
that 75 percent of the population of Yem
young: that is, less than 45 years o
They’re seeking the change: a dignifie
style, democracy that is justice, equality
country.

We have confidence that our peopl
actually abandoned weapons, and this 
sidered a new phase in history in the reg
the Middle East.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5 p.m. 
Oval Office at the White House. Pre
Hadi spoke in Arabic, and his remark
translated by an interpreter.
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Joint Statement by President Obama and President Abd Rabuh Mansur
Hadi of Yemen
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August 1, 2013

In their meeting today at the White House,
President Barack Obama and President Abdo
Rabu Mansour Hadi of Yemen affirmed their
desire to broaden and strengthen the U.S.-Ye-
men relationship. President Obama reiterated
the United States’ support for the stability, se-
curity, prosperity, and unity of Yemen. He also
commended the Yemeni government and peo-
ple for their commitment to an inclusive dem-
ocratic transition and the progress they have
made thus far. President Hadi thanked Presi-
dent Obama for the United States’ steadfast
support to Yemen during this critical moment
in its history. He also commended the Presi-
dent’s efforts to advance peace, security, and
opportunity in the Middle East. The two Presi-
dents pledged to continue working together to
help the Yemeni people realize their aspira-
tions for strengthened governance, security,
and the rule of law; protection of universal hu-
man rights; and enhanced economic opportu-
nity. Presidents Obama and Hadi reaffirmed
their commitment to a strong and enduring
counterterrorism and security partnership and
agreed to cooperate closely to enable the re-
turn of Yemeni detainees at Guantanamo Bay
who have been designated for transfer.

Political Transition

Presidents Obama and Hadi discussed Ye-
men’s efforts to implement the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC) Initiative and the strong
support of the international community for its
timely completion. President Hadi recounted
Yemen’s progress restructuring the military
and undertaking a comprehensive National Di-
alogue, and affirmed that preparations for a
new voter registry, constitutional referendum,
and national elections were progressing. Presi-
dent Obama commended the inclusive and
representative nature of Yemen’s ongoing Na-
tional Dialogue and the efforts underway to

develop a shared vision for the countr
ture. He praised the vital role that w
youth, and civil society are playing in Ye
political transition, providing a powerful
ple to the region.

Economic and Social Development

President Hadi highlighted the impo
of social development and economic 
for Yemen’s political transition, as well 
country’s overall stability, security, and
perity. The two Presidents agreed to co
working together to expand economic op
nities and foster private sector developm
Yemen. President Hadi noted his prod
discussions with the International Mo
Fund and World Bank regarding how 
vance Yemen’s economic reform agenda
protecting Yemen’s most vulnerable, and
ident Obama expressed U.S. support fo
reform efforts. The Presidents urged do
continue supporting Yemen as it addre
serious humanitarian crisis and begins fu
its commitments to responsible gove
and reform. President Hadi thanked Pre
Obama for unprecedented levels of U
manitarian and development assistance.

Security and Counterterrorism

Presidents Obama and Hadi reaf
their commitment to a strong counterter
partnership, discussing a range of effo
counter the threat to both countries po
al-Qa’ida in the Arabian Peninsula (A
They recognized the extraordinary sacrif
Yemeni military and security personnel
in the fight against terrorism. They af
the importance of combating terrorism 
the framework of the rule of law and o
porting Yemen’s efforts to build capable,
tive, and professional security forces.
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Guantanamo Bay Detainees

President Obama reaffirmed his commit-

firmed his intention to establish an extremist
rehabilitation program to address the problem
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ment to closing the Guantanamo Bay deten-
tion facility. He noted his decision to lift the
moratorium on detainee transfers to Yemen,
and the two Presidents agreed their govern-
ments would work together to facilitate the re-
patriation of Yemeni detainees who have been
designated for transfer. President Hadi af-

of violent extremism within Yemen, 
could also facilitate the transfer of Yeme
tainees held at Guantanamo. Pres
Obama and Hadi agreed to remain in
consultation on this critical matter.

NOTE: An original was not available for
cation of the content of this joint stateme

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Samantha Power as United S
Permanent Representative to the United Nations
August 1, 2013

I’m pleased that the Senate has confirmed
Samantha Power as our next U.S. Ambassador
to the United Nations by a strong bipartisan
majority. As one of our country’s leading for-
eign policy thinkers, Samantha knows that our
Nation’s interests are advanced with strong
and principled American leadership. As a long-
time champion of human rights and dignity,

she will be a fierce advocate for un
rights, fundamental freedoms, and U.S. n
al interests. I’m grateful that Samanth
continue to be a vital member of my n
security team, and I know that under he
ership, our U.N. Mission in New York w
tinue to represent American diplomacy
best.

The President’s Weekly Address
August 3, 2013

Hi, everybody. This week, I went down to an
Amazon warehouse in Tennessee to talk more
about what we need to do to secure a better
bargain for the middle class, to make sure that
anyone who works hard can get ahead in the
21st-century economy.

Over the past 4½   years, we’ve fought our
way back from the worst recession of our life-
times and begun to lay a foundation for stron-
ger, more durable economic growth. Today,
our businesses have created 7.3 million new
jobs over the last 41 months. We now sell more
products made in America to the rest of the
world than ever before. Health care costs are
growing at the slowest rate in 50 years, and our
deficits are falling at the fastest rate in 60
years.

But as any middle class family will tell you,
we’re not where we need to be yet. Even be-
fore this crisis hit, we were living through a de-
cade where a few at the top were doing better

and better, while most families were w
harder and harder just to get by.

Reversing this trend must be Washin
highest priority. It sure is mine. But too
over the past 2 years, Washington has ta
eye off the ball. They’ve allowed an endl
rade of political posturing and phony sc
to distract from growing our econom
strengthening the middle class.

That’s why I’m laying out my ideas fo
we can build on the cornerstones of w
means to be middle class in America: 
education; a home of your own; healt
when you get sick; a secure retirement 
you’re not rich; and the most importan
nerstone of all, a good job in a durable,
ing industry.

When it comes to creating more goo
that pay decent wages, the problem is
lack of ideas. Plenty of independent 
mists, business owners, and people from
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parties agree on what we have to do. I pro-
posed many of these ideas 2 years ago in the

I’ll keep reaching out to Republicans for theirs.
But gutting critical investments in our future
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“American Jobs Act.” And this week, I put for-
ward commonsense proposals for how we can
create more jobs in manufacturing; in wind, so-
lar, and natural gas; and by rebuilding Ameri-
ca’s infrastructure.

What we’re lacking is action from Washing-
ton. And that’s why, in addition to proposing
ideas that we know will grow our economy, I
also put forward a strategy for breaking
through the Washington logjam: a grand bar-
gain for the middle class.

I’m willing to work with Republicans to sim-
plify our Tax Code for businesses large and
small, but only if we take the money we save by
transitioning to a simpler tax system and make
a significant investment in creating good, mid-
dle class jobs. We can put construction workers
back on the job rebuilding our infrastructure.
We can boost manufacturing so more Ameri-
can companies can sell their products around
the world. And we can help our community
colleges arm our workers with the skills they
need in a global economy, all without adding a
dime to the deficit.

I’ll keep laying out my ideas to give the mid-
dle class a better shot in the 21st century, and

and threatening a national default on th
that Congress has already racked up, tha
an economic plan. Denying health care 
lions of Americans or shutting down th
ernment just because I’m for keeping it
that won’t help the middle class. 

The truth is, there are no gimmicks w
comes to creating jobs. There are no tr
grow the economy. Reversing the long e
of middle class security in this country w
easy. But if we work together and take
bold steps, and if Washington is willing
aside politics and focus on what really m
we can grow our economy and give the m
class a better bargain. And together, w
make this country a place where everyon
works hard can get ahead.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 1:05 p.m. on August 2 in the 
Foyer at the White House for broadcast 
gust 3. The transcript was made availa
the Office of the Press Secretary on Au
but was embargoed for release until 6 a
August 3. 

Remarks at Desert Vista High School in Phoenix, Arizona
August 6, 2013

The President. Hey! Hello, Phoenix! Hello,
Arizona! It is——

Audience member. We love you, Obama!
The President. I love you back. It is good to

be here. 
I want to say thank you to the Thunder for

hosting us here today. Well, we are so glad to
be here. I want you to give it up for somebody
who’s been fighting for homeowners and work-
ing families every single day, who’s with me to-
day: Secretary Shaun Donovan, Secretary of
HUD. There he is right there. Give him a big
round of applause. We’ve got Congressman Ed
Pastor who’s here as well. We’ve got your may-
or, Greg Stanton, here. Doing an outstanding
job. And to all the mayors and State legislators

and tribal leaders who are here today,
you.

Give Jorge a big round of applause 
introduction. To your superintenden
Kenneth Baca; your principal, Dr. Anna 
And I appreciate everybody at Desert V
having me here today. It is good to see t
dents are pretty enthusiastic about bein
in school. [Laughter] I’m not sure I woul
been that enthusiastic starting on th
[Laughter] And I know this isn’t your 
school—second day of school. So I want 
a special shout-out to the new seniors, c
2014. You are aware that you’re not fi
yet, so—[laughter]. I—senior year, 
sometimes tempting. I want you all to s
cused.
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Over the past couple weeks, I have been——
Audience member. Happy birthday, Mr.

are coming down at the fastest rate in 60 years.
So we’re making progress.
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The President. Thank you very much. Thank

you. It’s—[applause]. It was my birthday 2
days ago. [Laughter] Got some singers here.

[At this point, audience members sang “Happy
Birthday to You” to the President.]

The President. Thank you. Thank you.
Thank you. I am now 52, and Michelle says
that I don’t look a day over 51. [Laughter]

So over the last few weeks, I’ve been visiting
towns all across the country, talking about what
we need to do to secure a better bargain for
the middle class: a national strategy to make
sure that everybody who works hard has a
chance to succeed in the 21st-century econo-
my.

And I think people in Arizona especially un-
derstand the challenges that are out there, be-
cause for the past 4½ years, together, we’ve
fought our way back from a devastating reces-
sion that cost millions of jobs for Americans. A
lot of folks lost their homes; a lot of folks lost
their savings. And what the recession showed
was the long erosion of middle class security
that had been taking place for decades.

But we fought back. We took on a broken
health care system. We took on a housing mar-
ket that was in free fall. We invested in new
technologies to reverse our addiction to for-
eign oil. We changed a Tax Code that had be-
come tilted a little bit too much in favor of the
wealthiest Americans at the expense of work-
ing families. We saved the auto industry.
We’ve now got GM that plans to hire a thou-
sand new workers right next door in Chandler
to make sure we’re building some of the best
cars in the world right here in the United
States of America.

Our businesses have created 7.3 million new
jobs over the past 41 months. We now sell
more products made in America to the rest of
the world than ever before. Our exports are
way up. We produce more renewable energy
than ever before, more natural gas than any-
body else. Health care costs have been growing
at the slowest rate in 50 years. And our deficits

So thanks to the efforts of a lot of peop
you, we’ve cleared away the rubble of 
nancial crisis. We’re starting to lay the fo
tion for more stable, more durable eco
growth. But as any middle class family w
you, we’re not yet where we need to b
cause even before the crisis hit, we had
through a decade where a few at the to
doing better and better, but most familie
working harder and harder just to get by

And reversing this trend should be—
be—Washington’s highest priority. It
highest priority. I want to make sure 
America, it doesn’t matter what you loo
where you come from, who you lov
should be able to make it when you try
plause] You should be able to make it.

Now, unfortunately, for the last year
we’ve had an endless parade of distractio
political posturing and phony scanda
shift focus away from what do we need t
shore up middle class families and crea
ders of opportunity for folks to get in
middle class. And as Washington hea
wards another budget debate, the stakes
not be higher.

And that’s why I’m traveling around,
out my ideas for how we have to build th
nerstones of what it means to be middle 
good job with good wages; a home to ca
own; a good education; affordable healt
that’s there for you when you get sick; a 
retirement even if you’re not rich; the op
nity—the ladders of opportunity—for 
to earn their way into the middle class, t
their way out of poverty. Those are th
ments that I think all of us believe in, bu
now we’re not delivering as much as we 
on those promises.

Now, last Tuesday, I went to Tennes
talk about the first cornerstone, which 
do we make sure that we’re creating goo
dle class jobs here in the United Sta
America. Today I’ve come to Phoenix 
about the second component, which 
most tangible cornerstone that lies at the
of the American Dream, at the heart of m
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class life, and that’s the chance to own your
own home. The chance to own your own

New housing starts had fallen nearly 80 per-
cent from their peak. Hundreds of thousands
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home.
We’ve got a lot of young people here who

are thinking about college, they’re going to get
a higher education, they’re going to find a job,
they’re going to find somebody they love,
they’re going to want to own a home. And the
reason they will is because a home is the ulti-
mate evidence that here in America, hard work
pays off, that responsibility is rewarded.

I think about my grandparents’ generation.
When my grandfather served in World War II,
he fought in Patton’s army. When he got back,
this country gave him a chance to go to college
on the GI bill, but it also gave him the chance
to buy his first home with a loan from the
FHA. To him and to generations of Americans
before and since, a home was more than just a
house. It was a source of pride and a source of
security. It was a place to raise kids, to put
down roots; a place to—where you could build
up savings for college or to start a business or
to retire with some security.

And buying a home required responsibility
on everybody’s part. You had to save up to buy
a home. And then banks were supposed to give
you a fair deal, with terms you could under-
stand, and buyers were supposed to live within
their means and make sure that they could
make their payments. So in that earlier genera-
tion, houses weren’t for flipping around—it
wasn’t for speculation—houses were to live in
and to build a life with.

And unfortunately, over time, responsibility
too often gave way to recklessness. You had
reckless lenders who sold loans to people they
knew couldn’t afford them. And let’s face it, we
also had some reckless buyers who knew they
couldn’t afford them and still took out loans.
And all this created a housing bubble. And es-
pecially in some places like Arizona, it was dev-
astating when that bubble finally burst, trig-
gered a recession. Millions of Americans who
had done everything right were hurt badly by
the actions of other people. Housing prices
plummeted.

By the time I took office, home values had
fallen almost 20 percent from the year before.

of construction workers had lost their j
record number of people were behind o
mortgage payments. And a lot of peopl
in Phoenix, they saw that devastation. Th
part of ground zero for the housing b
bursting.

So, less than a month after I took o
came here to Arizona, and I laid out st
stabilize the housing market and help res
ble homeowners get back on their fee
the truth is, it’s been a long, slow proces
housing market’s so big that it was go
take some time to heal when it got hu
badly. It’s taken longer than any of us 
like. But during that time, we helped m
of Americans save an average of $3,00
year by refinancing at lower rates. We 
millions of responsible homeowners s
their homes, which was good for their 
bors because you don’t want a bunch o
closure signs in your neighborhood.

Where Congress wouldn’t act, we
ahead and acted, so over the past few ye
had the Department of Justice stand 
buyers who had been discriminated aga
conned by predatory lending. And we 
settlement that gave more money to vic
discrimination in 1 year than in the previ
years combined.

We worked with States to force big ba
repay more than $50 billion to more th
million families: largest lending settlem
history. We extended the time that folk
had lost their jobs could delay their pa
on their mortgages while they kept look
work. We cracked down on the bad pr
that led the crisis—led to the crisis in th
place. I mean, you had some loans back
in the bubble that were called “liar’s 
Now, something called a liar’s loan, it’s 
bly a bad idea. [Laughter]

So, because of all these actions we’ve
taking, our housing market is beginn
heal. Home prices are rising at the faste
in 7 years. Sales are up nearly 50 percent
struction is up nearly 75 percent. New fo
sures are down by nearly two-thirds. M
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of families have been able to come up for air;
they’re no longer underwater on their mort-

So I’ve already put forward a bunch of ideas
that will help to accomplish that. And look, the

nacted
 Mem-
ctions.
 taken,
n the
uldn’t
 left a

ant to
homes

as that
e class
nd we
s who
ir and
ling to
wning
re are
 right

 would
couple

 good,
er the
ear by
es. We
talking
 years.

ade it
es that
 easier
at they
 work-
e sure
ations;
milies
etting
 well-

during
hey’ve

 don’t
 hous-
 immi-
lp our
 more
gages.
And just like the crisis hit Phoenix very hard,

thanks to some great leadership here locally,
Phoenix has also led one of the biggest come-
backs in the country. So you should be proud
of what you’ve done here. Home prices in
Phoenix have risen by nearly 20 percent over
the last year. New home sales are up by more
than 25 percent.

This morning I—right before I came here, I
visited Erickson Construction. [Applause]
Hey! We’ve got some Erickson folks here. And
they were explaining how, right when the bub-
ble hit, Erickson shrunk—shrank to less than a
hundred workers. Today, they’re employing
580 people—and they’re hiring even more
people—because the housing market’s bounc-
ing back.

So that’s one of the things about housing:
It’s not just important for the person who owns
the house. Our economy is so impacted by ev-
erything that happens in housing. Consumers
feel better when their home values are in a
better place, so they’re more willing to spend.
A lot of people who want to start a business,
their savings may be locked up in their house.
Construction workers, contractors, suppliers,
carpet makers—all these folks are impacted by
the housing industry.

So we’ve made progress, and that’s helped
to move the economy forward. But we’ve got
to build on this progress. We’re not where we
need to be yet. We’ve got to give more hard-
working Americans the chance to buy their
first home. We have to help more responsible
homeowners refinance their mortgages, be-
cause a lot of them still have a spread between
the rates they’re paying right now on their
mortgage and what they could be getting if
they were able to refinance.

And we’ve got to turn the page on this kind
of bubble-and-bust mentality that helped to
create this mess in the first place. We’ve got to
build a housing system that is durable and fair
and rewards responsibility for generations to
come. That’s what we’ve got to do.

fact of the matter is, Congress hasn’t e
all of them, so I’d like you to encourage
bers of Congress to take some of these a

But like the other actions that we’ve
these will not help the neighbors dow
street who bought a house that they co
afford and then walked away from it and
foreclosed home behind. We don’t w
help speculators who bought multiple 
just to make a quick buck.

What we want to do is put forward ide
will help millions of responsible, middl
homeowners who still need relief. A
want to help hard-working American
dream of owning their own home fa
square, have a down payment, are wil
make those payments, understand that o
a home requires responsibility. And the
some immediate actions we could take
now that would help on that front, that
make a difference. So let me just list a 
of them.

Number one, Congress should pass a
bipartisan idea to allow every homeown
chance to save thousands of dollars a y
refinancing their mortgage at today’s rat
need to get that done. We’ve been 
about it for a year and a half, 2 years, 3
There’s no reason not to do it.

Step number two, now that we’ve m
harder for reckless buyers to buy hom
they can’t afford, let’s make it a little bit
for qualified buyers to buy the homes th
can afford. So Shaun Donovan has been
ing with the finance industry to mak
we’re simplifying overlapping regul
we’re cutting redtape for responsible fa
who want to get a mortgage, but keep g
rejected by the banks. We need to give
qualified Americans who lost their jobs 
the crisis a fair chance to get a loan if t
worked hard to repair their credit.

And step three is something that you
always hear about when it comes to the
ing market, and that is fixing our broken
gration system. It would actually he
housing market. It’s pretty simple: When
230-207_Text_.pdf   115 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Aug. 6 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

people buy homes and play by the rules, home
values go up for everybody. And according to

rent if they’re not yet able to buy, all these
steps will give more middle class families the
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one recent study, the average homeowner has
already seen the value of their home boosted
by thousands of dollars just because of immi-
gration. 

And the good news is, with the help of your
Senators, John McCain and Jeff Flake, the
Senate has already passed a bipartisan immi-
gration bill. It’s got the support of CEOs and
labor and law enforcement. This could help
homeownership here. So I want you to encour-
age Republicans in the House of Representa-
tives to stop dragging their feet. Let’s go ahead
and get this done.

Step number four, we should address the
uneven recovery by rebuilding the communi-
ties hit the hardest by the housing crisis, in-
cluding many right here in Arizona. Let’s put
construction back—construction workers back
to work repairing rundown homes, tearing
down vacant properties, so that the value of
homes in those surrounding areas start picking
up. We can put people to work right now and
improve the remaining housing stock that’s out
there. Places that are facing a longer road back
from the crisis should have their country’s help
to get back on their feet.

Step five, we should make sure families that
don’t want to buy a home or can’t yet afford to
buy one still have a decent place to rent. We—
it’s important for us to encourage homeowner-
ship, but a lot of people rent and there’s noth-
ing wrong with renting. And we’ve got to make
sure that we are creating affordable opportuni-
ties when it comes to rental properties.

In the runup to the crisis, banks and govern-
ments too often made everybody feel like they
had to own a home, even if they weren’t ready
and didn’t have the payments. That’s a mistake
we should not repeat. Instead, let’s invest in af-
fordable rental housing. Let’s bring together
cities and States to address local barriers that
drive up rents for working families.

So if we help more Americans refinance
their homes, if we help qualified families get a
mortgage, we reform our immigration system,
we rebuild the hardest hit communities, we
make sure that folks have a decent place to

chance to either buy their own home n
eventually buy their own home. It’s go
give more relief to responsible homeown
gives more options to families who are
ready to buy. All that is going to impro
housing market and will improve the eco

But—and this is the last key point I w
make—as home prices rise, we can’t jus
flate another housing bubble. I mean, 
body—I hope everybody here in A
learned some hard lessons from wha
pened. Housing prices generally don
keep on going up forever at the kind of 
was going up. It was crazy. So what we w
do is something stable and steady. And
why I want to lay a rock-solid founda
make sure the kind of crisis we went th
never happens again. [Applause] We’ve
make sure it doesn’t happen again.

And one of the key things to make 
doesn’t happen again is to wind down
companies that are not really Governme
not really private sector; they’re kno
Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae. For too
these companies were allowed to make
profits buying mortgages, knowing that 
bets went bad, taxpayers would be left h
the bag. It was heads we win, tails yo
And it was wrong. And along with wha
pened on Wall Street, it helped to infla
bubble in a way that ultimately killed
Street.

So the good news is, right now there
partisan group of Senators working to en
nie and Freddie as we know them. And
port these kinds of reform efforts. And 
following four core principles for what
lieve this reform should look like.

First, private capital should take a 
role in the mortgage market. I know
sounds confusing to folks who call me a 
ist; I think I saw some posters there on t
in. [Laughter] But I actually believe in th
market. And just like the health care la
we put in place, Obamacare—which, 
way, if you don’t have health insuran
you’re buying it at exorbitant rates on th
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vidual market, starting on October 1, you can
join a marketplace and be part of a pool that

Since I took office, we helped bring one in
four homeless veterans off the streets. We

oenix,
 May-
S Air-
eless-

se no-
eran—

e prin-
ur en-
ousing
rough-
y.
 sure,
home-
ls that
 got a
hat we
 of the
they’re
ning a
n plain
hout a
awyer.
m just
ghter]
ay you

ichard
tchdog
ssively

 other
erican
onths

t to be
 is an

during
ittee,

ers to
enders
or the
ive his
ut any
e time
gives you much lower premiums, saves you a
lot of money.

But in the same way that what we did with
health care was to set up clear rules for insur-
ance companies to protect consumers, make it
more affordable, but still built on the private
marketplace, I believe that our housing system
should operate where there’s a limited govern-
ment role and private lending should be the
backbone of the housing market. And that in-
cludes, by the way, community-based lenders
who view their borrowers not just as a number,
but as a neighbor. So that’s one principle.

A second principle is, we can’t leave taxpay-
ers on the hook for irresponsibility or bad deci-
sions by some of these lenders or Fannie Mae
or Freddie Mac. We’ve got to encourage the
pursuit of profit, but the era of expectinga bail-
out after you pursue your profit and you don’t
manage your risk well, well, that puts the
whole country at risk. And we’re ending those
days. We’re not going to do that anymore.

Third principle is, we should preserve access
to safe and simple mortgage products like the
30-year, fixed-rate mortgage. That’s some-
thing families should be able to rely on when
they’re making the most important purchase of
their lives.

Number four, we’ve got to keep housing af-
fordable for first-time buyers, like all these
young people. When they’re ready to buy a
house, we’ve got to make sure it’s affordable.
Families who are working to climb their way
into the middle class, we’ve got to do what we
can to make housing affordable. And that
means we’ve got to strengthen the FHA so it
gives today’s families the same kind of chance
it gave my grandparents to buy a home, and it
preserves those rungs on the ladder of oppor-
tunity.

And we’ve got to support, as I said, afford-
able rental housing. And by the way, we’ve also
got to keep up our fight against homelessness.
The mayor of Phoenix has been doing a great
job here in Phoenix on that front. We’ve got to
continue to improve it.

should be proud of that. Here in Ph
thanks to the hard work of everyone from
or Stanton to the local United Way, to U
ways, you’re on track to end chronic hom
ness for veterans, period, by 2014.

But we’ve got to keep going, becau
body in America—and certainly no vet
should be left to live on the streets.

So here’s the bottom line: put all thes
ciples together, that’s going to protect o
tire economy, and it will improve the h
market not just here in Phoenix, but th
out the State and throughout the countr

We’re also going to need to make
though, that we’re protecting individual 
owners. We’ve got to give them the too
they can protect themselves. So we’ve
Consumer Finance Protection Bureau t
created. And it’s laying down new rules
road that everybody can count on when 
shopping for a mortgage. They’re desig
new, simple mortgage form that will be i
English so you can actually read it wit
lawyer; although, you may still want a l
Obviously, I’m not saying you don’t; I’
saying you’ll be able to read it. [Lau
There won’t be a lot of fine print. That w
know before you owe. [Laughter]

And the Senate finally confirmed R
Cordray as the head of this—head wa
for the CFPB. So he’s out there aggre
protecting consumers and homeowners. 

Now, when it comes to some of the
leaders we need to look out for the Am
people, the Senate still has a job to do. M
ago, I nominated a man named Mel Wat
our Nation’s top housing regulator. He
outstanding Member of Congress. And 
that time, he was on the Housing Comm
worked with banks, worked with borrow
protect consumers, to help responsible l
provide credit. He is the right person f
job. Congress and the Senate should g
nomination an up-or-down vote witho
more obstruction or delay. We don’t hav
for those kinds of games.
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So I want to be honest with you: No pro-
gram or policy is going to solve all the prob-

Americans will know the pride of that first pay-
check. More Americans will know the satisfac-
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lems in a multitrillion-dollar housing market.
The housing bubble went up so high that the
heights it reached before it burst were so un-
sustainable, that we knew it was going to take
some time for us to fully recover. But if we
take the steps that I talked about today, then I
know we will restore not just our home values,
but also our common values. We’ll make own-
ing a home a symbol of responsibility, not spec-
ulation, a source of security for generations to
come, just like it was for my grandparents. I
want it to be just like that for all the young peo-
ple who are here today and their children and
their grandchildren.

And if we stay focused on middle class secu-
rity and opportunities to get into the middle
class, if we take the strategy that I’m laying out
for the entire economy—for jobs and housing
and education, health care, retirement, creat-
ing ladders of opportunity—then we will se-
cure that better bargain for all Americans,
where hard work is once again rewarded with a
shot at a middle class life, which means more

tion of flipping the sign to “Open” on the
business. More Americans will know the
scratching the child’s height on the d
their new home, with pencil, of c
[Laughter]

We can do all this if we work togethe
it won’t be easy. But if we take just a fe
steps, and if Washington will just end th
lock, set aside the slash-and-burn partisa
actually try to solve problems instead of s
political points, our economy will grow
ger a year from now, 5 years from no
years from now.

And as long as I’ve got the privilege to
as your President, that’s what I’m going
fighting for.

Thank you very much, everybody. Go
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. In
marks, he referred to Jorge Ruiz, senio
representative, Simpson Strong-Tie Co
Inc.

Interview With Jay Leno of NBC’s “The Tonight Show” in Bur
California
August 6, 2013

Mr. Leno. Please welcome my first guest—
actually, my only guest—the 44th President of
the United States, Barack Obama.

The President. Thank you.
Mr. Leno. Welcome back, sir.
The President. Thank you. It’s good to be

back.
Mr. Leno. Well, we’re thrilled to have you.
The President. It is good to be back.
Mr. Leno. And a happy birthday.
The President. Thank you very much.
Mr. Leno. Happy birthday to you.
The President. Thank you.

The President’s Birthday

Mr. Leno. So how did you celebrate Sun-
day? What did you do?

The President. Ah, had a bunch of f
come over who I don’t see that often from
school and college. And we played a litt
and then we tried to play a little bask
And it was a sad state of affairs. [Laughte

Mr. Leno. Really?
The President. Yes. A bunch of old gu

afterwards, “Where’s the ibuprofen?” a
that stuff. [Laughter] Yes.

Mr. Leno. But you’re pretty competiti
The President. I am pretty competitiv

the day of my birthday—we do departur
tos of people who are transitioning out
White House. And we let them bring
families in, they take a picture in the O
fice. And this wonderful staff person ca
had a really cute, young son. He looke
Harry Potter, a 6-year-old guy. [Laught
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came in, he had an economic report for me.
He had graphs and everything. [Laughter] He

cause you can never have a hundred-percent
security in some of these places.
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says, “My birthday is in August too.” I said,
“Well, how old are you going to be?” He said,
“Seven.” He said, “How old are you?” I said,
“Fifty-two.” He said, “Whoa.” [Laughter].

Mr. Leno. Whoa.
The President. Whoa.
Mr. Leno. Whoa.
The President. Yes. [Laughter] He was try-

ing—he looked off in the distance. He was try-
ing to project. [Laughter]

Mr. Leno. Yes, you can’t even——
The President. What does that—you can’t

even—you can’t go out that far.
Mr. Leno. You can’t grasp that number, no.
The President. No. [Laughter]
Mr. Leno. Now, I’ve seen Michelle tease

you about your gray hair. You have a bit of sil-
ver in your hair. Do you tease back?

The President. No. [Laughter]
Mr. Leno. No? See—yes.
The President. No. That’s why we’re cele-

brating our 21st anniversary. [Laughter]

Terrorism/Diplomatic Security

Mr. Leno. Yes, that’s right. As I’m married
33 years, I know exactly what you’re saying.
[Laughter].

Hey, I’ve got to ask you about this. Everyone
is concerned about these Embassy closings.
How significant is this threat?

The President. Well, it’s significant enough
that we’re taking every precaution. We had al-
ready done a lot to bolster Embassy security
around the world, but especially in the Middle
East, North Africa, where the threats tend to
be highest. And whenever we see a threat
stream that we think is specific enough that we
can take some specific precautions within a
certain timeframe, then we do so.

Now, it’s a reminder that for all the progress
we’ve made—getting bin Laden, putting Al
Qaida between Afghanistan and Pakistan back
on its heels—that this radical, violent extrem-
ism is still out there. And we’ve got to stay on
top of it. It’s also a reminder of how coura-
geous our Embassy personnel tend to be, be-

Mr. Leno. Sure.
The President. The countries them

sometimes are ill-equipped to provide th
of security that you want. Even if we rei
it, there are still vulnerabilities.

And these diplomats, they go out the
they serve every day. Oftentimes, the
their families with them. They do an incr
job and sometimes don’t get enough cre
we’re grateful to them, and we’ve got to
erything we can to protect them.

Terrorism/State Department Advisory on
el Abroad

Mr. Leno. Now, this—yes—[appla
this global travel warning, this is for Ame
all around the world? Are we telling 
don’t take that European vacation just ye

The President. No, no, no, no.
Mr. Leno. What are we saying?
The President. No, I think the general

just show some common sense and som
tion. So there are some countries where
less likely to experience a terrorist 
There are some where there are more da
And if people are paying attention, ch
with the State Department or Embassy
on the website before you travel, find ou
kind of precautions you should be taking
I think it still makes sense for people t
vacations. They just have to make sur
they’re doing so in a prudent way.

Terrorism

Mr. Leno. What do you say to those
who go, “Oh, this is an overreaction to
hazi”? How do you respond to that?

The President. One thing I’ve tried to
President is not overreact, but make su
as much as possible the American peop
derstand that there are genuine risks out
What’s great about what we’ve seen
America over the last several years is how
ient we are. So after the Boston bombi
example, the next day folks were out 
they’re going to ball games. They are m
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sure that we’re not reacting in a way that some-
how shuts us down.

of the revelations show that Government has
actually abused these powers, but they’re pret-
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Mr. Leno. Right.
The President. And that’s the right reaction.

Terrorists depend on the idea that we’re going
to be terrorized. And we’re going to live our
lives. And the odds of people dying in a terror-
ist attack obviously are still a lot lower than in a
car accident, unfortunately.

Mr. Leno. Sure.
The President. But there are things that we

can do to make sure that we’re keeping the
pressure on these networks that would try to
injure Americans. And the first thing I think
about when I wake up and the last thing I think
about when I go to bed is making sure that I’m
doing everything I can to keep Americans safe.

Terrorism/Former National Security Agency
Contractor Edward J. Snowden/National Secu-
rity Agency’s Electronic Surveillance Program

Mr. Leno. Safe to say that we learned about
these threats through the NSA intelligence
program? Is that a fair assessment?

The President. Well, this intelligence gather-
ing that we do is a critical component of coun-
terterrorism. And obviously, with Mr.
Snowden and the disclosures of classified in-
formation, it’s raised a lot of questions for peo-
ple. But what I said as soon as it happened I
continue to believe in, which is, a lot of these
programs were put in place before I came in. I
had some skepticism, and I think there’s—we
should have a healthy skepticism about what
Government’s doing. I had the programs re-
viewed. We put in some additional safeguards
to make sure that there’s Federal court over-
sight as well as congressional oversight, that
there is no spying on Americans.

We don’t have a domestic spying program.
What we do have are some mechanisms where
we can track a phone number——

Mr. Leno. Right.
The President. ——or an e-mail address that

we know is connected to some sort of terrorist
threat. And that information is useful. But
what I’ve said before I want to make sure I re-
peat, and that is, we should be skeptical about
the potential encroachments on privacy. None

ty significant powers.
And I’m—I’ve been talking to Congre

civil libertarians and others about are the
ditional ways that we can make sure tha
ple know nobody is listening to your 
call, but we do want to make sure that 
Boston bombing, for example, we’ve g
phone numbers of those two brothers—

Mr. Leno. Right.
The President. ——we want to be a

make sure did they call anybody else
there networks in New York, are ther
works——

Mr. Leno. Sure.
The President. ——elsewhere that w

to roll up? And if we can make sure that 
confidence on the part of the American 
that there’s oversight, then I think w
make sure that we’re properly balanci
liberty and our security.

Mr. Leno. When we come back, I w
ask you about Russia and Snowden. I 
something in the monologue which just
incredible to me, and I want to ge
thoughts on that.

More with the President when we
back right after this.

[At this point, there was a commercial br

Former National Security Agency Con
Edward J. Snowden/Whistleblower P
tions/Classified National Security Inform

Mr. Leno. Welcome back to our—[i
ble]—with Barack Obama.

Let me ask you about this—the NSA
Edward Snowden. Some call him a w
blower. What do you call him?

The President. Well, we don’t know 
actly what he did, other than what he’s s
the Internet, and it’s important for me 
prejudge something.

Mr. Leno. Got you.
The President. Hopefully, at some poi

go to trial, and he will have a lawyer an
process, and we can make those decision
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I can tell you that there are ways, if you
think that the Government is abusing a pro-

the reliance on contractors. Some of the con-
tractors do a great job, and they’re patriots and
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gram, of coming forward. In fact, I, through
Executive order, signed whistleblower protec-
tion for intelligence officers or people who are
involved in the intelligence industry. So you
don’t have to break the law. You don’t have to
divulge information——

Mr. Leno. Sure.
The President. ——that could compromise

American security. You can come forward,
come to the appropriate individuals, and say,
look, I’ve got a problem with what’s going on
here, I’m not sure whether it’s being done
properly.

If in fact the allegations are true, then he
didn’t do that. And that is a huge problem be-
cause a lot of what we do depends on terrorist
networks not knowing——

Mr. Leno. Right.
The President. ——that, in fact, we may be

able to access their information.
Mr. Leno. Let me ask—now, he was a con-

tracted employee.
The President. Yes.

Government Contractors

Mr. Leno. And it seems the Government has
a lot of these.

The President. Yes.
Mr. Leno. I remember when I was coming

up, my brother was in ROTC, and in those
days, they would take college students, you go
into the Army, the Army would train you.

The President. Right.
Mr. Leno. This guy is being paid money by

an outside firm, living in Hawaii, got the strip-
per girlfriend. All of a sudden you’re all upset
with what the Government is doing—— 

The President. Right.
Mr. Leno. ——and you go to another coun-

try. I mean, in my era, Daniel Ellsberg stood in
the town square and said, “I’ve got this,” got ar-
rested. New York Times—I mean, should we
go back to not using so many—whether it’s
Blackwater or any of these contract—these
people who are Hessians, they get paid?

The President. Well, I think you’re raising an
important issue. We’ve been trying to reduce

they’re trying to support our mission. 
times they can do it more efficiently or
tively if they’ve got some specialized 
edge. But one of the things that I’ve ask
team to look at is, when it comes to 
gence, should we, in fact, be farmin
much stuff out. And there are a lot of e
dinarily capable folks in our military, 
Government who can do this, and proba
it cheaper, and then benefit from the tr
that they get, so that when they tr
they’re in a better position.

Former National Security Agency Con
Edward J. Snowden/Russia-U.S. Relation

Mr. Leno. Now, were you surprise
Russia granted Snowden asylum?

The President. I was disappointed b
even though we don’t have an extraditio
ty with them, traditionally we have tried
spect if there’s a lawbreaker or an allege
breaker in their country, we evaluate it a
try to work with them. They didn’t do th
us. And in some ways, it’s reflective of
underlying challenges that we’ve had wit
sia lately.

Mr. Leno. Right.
The President. A lot of what’s been go

hasn’t been major breaks in the relatio
and they still help us on supplying our tro
Afghanistan.

Mr. Leno. Sure.
The President. They’re still helping 

counterterrorism work. They were help
ter the Boston bombing in that investi
And so there’s still a lot of business that 
do with them.

But there have been times where th
back into cold war thinking——

Mr. Leno. Right.
The President. ——and a cold war m

ty. And what I consistently say to them
what I say to President Putin, is, that’s th
and we’ve got to think about the futur
there’s no reason why we shouldn’t be 
cooperate more effectively than we do.
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President Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin of
Russia

global economy. And when you’ve got prob-
lems in Europe, or China is slowing down, that

ure of
rity at

onomy
y, you
gs that
ve also
utside

Trans-
 Sochi,

ed me
 not a

against
: Let’s
s, let’s
h that.
 mean,
 this?
 clear
hen it
heth-

f race,
ou are
should
no pa-
 or les-
hat in-

is not
e were
f good
orking
 but in
sbians.
 press
 things
 speak
reated
 stand
 that’s
g that

ct the
894

Mr. Leno. And Putin seems to me like one
of those old-school KGB guys.

The President. Well, he——
Mr. Leno. I mean——
The President. ——he headed up the KGB.

[Laughter]
Mr. Leno. Yes. Well, that’s what I mean.

Yes, that’s what I mean. He has that mentality.
The President. Yes.
Mr. Leno. I mean, look at this picture here.

You two—[laughter]—you look like me and
the NBC executives. What is going on there?
[Laughter] That doesn’t look like a friendly
picture.

The President. Well, the truth is, is that
when we have meetings we can have some
pretty blunt exchanges and animated exchang-
es.

Mr. Leno. Sure.
The President. But he’s got—that seems to

be his preferred style during press conferenc-
es, is kind of sitting back and not looking too
excited. [Laughter] Now, part of it is he’s not
accustomed to having press conferences where
you’ve got a bunch of reporters yelling ques-
tions at you.

Group of Twenty (G–20) Summit in St. Peters-
burg, Russia

Mr. Leno. Now, the G–20 summit is in St.
Petersburg next——

The President. Coming up, right.
Mr. Leno. Are you going to that, and will you

meet with Putin?
The President. I will be going to that. I will

be going to that because the G–20 summit is
the main forum where we talk about the econ-
omy—the world economy—with all the top
economic powers in the world. So it’s not
something unique to Russia. They’re hosting it
this year, but it’s important for us, as the lead-
ing economy in the world, to make sure that
we’re there, in part because creating jobs, im-
proving our economy, building up our manu-
facturing base, increasing wages—all those
things now depend on how we compete in this

has an impact here in the United States.
And I’ve been saying for the entire ten

my Presidency that my number-one prio
all times is, how do we create an ec
where, if you work hard in this countr
can succeed? And there are a lot of thin
we can do here in this country, but we’
got to pay attention to what’s going on o
it.

Civil Rights/Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
gender Persons/2014 Olympic Games in
Russia

Mr. Leno. Well, something that shock
about Russia—and I’m surprised this is
huge story—suddenly, homosexuality is 
the law. I mean, this seems like Germany
round up the Jews, let’s round up the gay
round up the Blacks. I mean, it starts wit
You round up people who you don’t—I
why is not more of the world outraged at

The President. Well, I’ve been very
that when it comes to universal rights, w
comes to people’s basic freedoms, that w
er you are discriminating on the basis o
religion, gender, or sexual orientation, y
violating the basic morality that I think 
transcend every country. And I have 
tience for countries that try to treat gays
bians or transgendered persons in ways t
timidate them or are harmful to them.

Now, what’s happening in Russia 
unique. When I traveled to Africa, ther
some countries that are doing a lot o
things for their people, who we’re w
with and helping on development issues,
some cases have persecuted gays and le
And it makes for some uncomfortable
conferences sometimes. But one of the
that I think is very important for me to
out on is making sure that people are t
fairly and justly, because that’s what we
for. And I believe that that’s a precept
not unique to America, that’s somethin
should apply everywhere.

Mr. Leno. Do you think it will affe
Olympics?
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The President. I think Putin and Russia have
a big stake in making sure the Olympics work,

cent wage; they can send their kids to college;
they got health care they can count on; they
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and I think they understand that for most of
the countries that participate in the Olympics,
we wouldn’t tolerate gays and lesbians being
treated differently. They’re athletes, they’re
there to compete. And if Russia wants to up-
hold the Olympic spirit, then every judgment
should be made on the track or in the swim-
ming pool or on the balance beam, and peo-
ple’s sexual orientation shouldn’t have anything
to do with it.

Mr. Leno. Good enough for me.
We’ll be right back. We’ll talk about the

economy when we come back.
The President. Absolutely.
Mr. Leno. More with President Obama right

after this.

[There was a commercial break.]

National Economy

Mr. Leno. Welcome back. We’re talking
with the President of the United States, Barack
Obama.

Hey, let’s talk about the economy. Things
seem to be getting better, seem to be improv-
ing.

The President. Well, the economy is grow-
ing.

Mr. Leno. Yes.
The President. The unemployment rate’s

been ticking down, and housing is improving.
We’ve seen the deficit cut in half. Health care
costs are actually going up slower than they
have in—any time in the last 50 years. So there
are a lot of good trends.

Mr. Leno. Right.
The President. But I think what folks all

across the country would tell you is we’ve got a
lot more work to do. Wages and salaries ha-
ven’t gone up. Middle class families are still
struggling to make sure they can pay for their
kids’ college education. They’re still concerned
about whether they can retire.

And what Washington should be thinking
about every single day is, how do we make sure
we’ve got an economy where, if folks work
hard, they can find a good job that pays a de-

can retire even if they don’t get rich—o
if they’re not rich; and that we’re cr
these ladders of opportunities for people
into the middle class.

And what’s happened over the last 20
is—actually longer than that, probably ov
last 30—is that the gap between those o
the very top and the vast middle has
growing wider and wider. And some of
globalization. Some of it’s technology. Y
to a factory—you’re a car guy—if you g
auto plant now, robots, and it’s clean as a
tle, and it doesn’t employ as many peop
used to. So a lot of those middle class job
gone away.

And what we have to do is make su
we are investing in infrastructure, res
making sure our kids are educated pr
and a housing—an improved and more
housing market instead of the kind of b
that we had before. All those things can
make a difference.

Infrastructure/National Economy

Mr. Leno. You mentioned infrastru
Why is that a partisan issue? I live in a
the bridge is falling apart, it’s not safe
does that become Republican or Dem
How do you not just fix the bridge? [Lau

The President. I don’t know. As you
for the last 3 years, I’ve said, let’s work t
er. Let’s find a financing mechanism, an
go ahead and fix our bridges, fix our 
sewer systems, our ports. You know, the
ma Canal is being widened so that these 
pertankers can come in. Now, that will 
ished in 2015. If we don’t deepen our p
along the Gulf—places like Charleston,
Carolina, or Savannah, Georgia, or Ja
ville, Florida—if we don’t do that, those
are going to go someplace else. And we
jobs. Businesses won’t locate here.

So this is something that traditiona
been bipartisan. I mean, it used to be Re
cans and Democrats, they love cutting
ribbons.

Mr. Leno. Yes.
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The President. And we’ve got a bunch of
construction workers who aren’t working right

bromance with you and John McCain? [Laugh-
ter] I remember you two had that lovers’ quar-
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now. They’ve got the skills. They want to get
on the job. It would have a huge impact on the
economy not just now, but well into the future.
So I’m just going to keep on pushing Republi-
cans to join with us, and let’s try to do it.

Part of it is—what they’ll say is, we like in-
frastructure, but we don’t want to pay for it.
And one of the things I’ve been trying to get
across here is, is that we don’t need a huge
Government, but we need Government doing
some basic things, and we should all agree on a
sensible mechanism to go ahead and pay for
it—make sure we don’t waste money, make
sure we’re cutting down on permitting times
and delays, but let’s go ahead and get it done.

Mr. Leno. Would it be possible to do a mod-
ern WPA, almost like a America Peace Corps,
where kids get paid a decent wage, you give
them food, and they fix up Detroit, they fix up
other cities—whatever—they fix bridges? I
mean, when you travel this country, you see
these great bridges and things that were built
by—and they have the plaque, the guys that
built it in 1932, in 1931.

The President. And it was incredibly impor-
tant for not just the economy in the thirties, we
use it still—Golden Gate Bridge, Hoover
Dam. It opened up opportunity for everybody.
The Interstate Highway System—think of all
the businesses that got created because we put
that together.

So it’s possible. The question is, do we have
the political will to do it? And my argument to
Congress has been, this is just like your house.
You can put off fixing the roof. You can put off
doing the tuck-pointing. You can put off re-
placing the old boiler. But sooner or later,
you’re going to have to fix it, and it’s going to
be more expensive the longer you put it off.
When we’ve got unemployed folks right now,
we should be putting them to work, and it
would be good for the entire country.

Senator John S. McCain III/Bipartisanship

Mr. Leno. And let me ask you about some-
thing I’m seeing. Is it me, or do I see kind of

rel for a while. And, oh, now, you’re all—
you’re best friends.

The President. Well, you know that’s ho
Mr. Leno. What happened?
The President. That’s how a classic ro

comedy goes, right? [Laughter] Initially,
not getting along, and then you keep on 
ing into each other. [Laughter]

Mr. Leno. Yes, but what’s—I mean
changed? Who saw the light? [Laughter]

The President. No, you know, John M
and I have a number of philosophical 
ences, but he is a person of integrity.
willing to say things regardless of the p
The fact that he worked hard with a gr
Democratic and Republican Senators o
migration reform; they passed a bill in th
ate that will make sure that folks who ar
illegally have to pay back taxes and h
make—and pay a penalty and get to the b
the line, but over time have a pathway 
zenship, and make sure that we’re stren
ing our borders; he went ahead and pass
even though there are some questions
own party. So I think that he deserves
for being somebody who is willing to go 
the grain of his own party sometimes. It’s
ably not good for me to compliment h
television. But——

Mr. Leno. Yes, yes. [Laughter] Get
head.

The President. But I think that he’s an
ple of a number of Republicans in the S
in the House who want to be for som
not just be against everything. And the
that they can try to move in that direc
think the better off we’ll be.

Mr. Leno. Now, we’re going to take a
I want to talk about Hillary because I kno
had lunch with her.

The President. Absolutely.
Mr. Leno. My question when we come

Who asked who to lunch? [Laughter] 
answer. Don’t answer. We’ll find out
with President Obama right after this.
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[There was a commercial break.]

Former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
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Mr. Leno. We are back with the President of
the United States. 

You and Hillary had lunch last—who invited
who to lunch? I’m curious.

The President. I invited her.
Mr. Leno. Okay.
The President. And we had a great time. She

had that post-administration glow. [Laughter]
You know, when folks leave the White House,
like 2 weeks later, they look great. [Laughter]
But it was a wonderful conversation. By the
end of my first term, we had become genuinely
close, and I could not have more respect for
her. She was a great Secretary of State, and I’m
very, very proud of the work she did.

Mr. Leno. Did you notice her measuring the
drapes or anything like that? [Laughter]

The President. No. Keep in mind, she’s been
there before. [Laughter]

Mr. Leno. Right, that’s true. That’s true.
The President. So she doesn’t have to mea-

sure them. Yes.

Health Care Reform

Mr. Leno. So what’s the latest in health
care? What’s new?

The President. Well, on October 1, people
are going to be able to sign up if they don’t
have health care. If you’ve got health care, you
don’t have to do anything. The only thing that’s
happened for people who have health care
right now is, is that you’ve been able to benefit
from the fact that we put in place a law so that
insurance companies have to spend 80 percent
of your premiums on health care, and if they
spend it on administrative costs and high CEO
salaries, they got to send you a rebate. And
that’s been affecting people.

If you’ve got a kid who has just graduated,
doesn’t have a job with health care, they can
stay on their parent’s plan. That’s in place right
now. Free preventive care and free contracep-
tive care for young women and families—all
that stuff’s in place now. No lifetime limits.

health care right now, you can join wh
called these marketplaces, and you’ll be 
get lower cost health care. Here in Cali
it’s estimated it will be 20-, 30-percent c
than what you’re already getting. And
give you subsidies—tax credits, essentia
you still can’t afford it.

So you can go to healthcare.gov, and
now you can preregister essentially an
figuring out is this plan right for you.

Mr. Leno. Well, I was able to get heal
from—the guys who worked at my shop 
are all over 50. They never had health
And I was able to get it now because yo
be turned down. So thank you for that.

The President. You can’t be turned do
cause of a preexisting condition. That’s 
what we’re going to be doing.

Shooting Death of Trayvon Martin in Sa
Florida/Civil Rights

Mr. Leno. Hey, something I thought w
thought you spoke very eloquently abo
Trayvon Martin case, and I could tell yo
speaking from the heart. And tell me
that.

The President. Well, I think all of u
troubled by what happened. And any of 
were parents can imagine the heartach
those parents went through. It doesn’t
that Trayvon was a perfect kid—none
were. We were talking offstage—when y
teenager, especially a teenage boy, you
ing to mess up, and you won’t always ha
best judgment. But what I think all of us
to is, is that we should have a criminal 
system that’s fair, that’s just. And what I
ed to try to explain was why this was a p
larly sensitive topic for African American
lies, because a lot of people who hav
know the experience they had of bein
lowed or being viewed suspiciously.

We all know that young African Am
men disproportionately have involvem
criminal activities and violence—for a
reasons, a lot of it having to do with pov
lot of it having to do with disruptions i
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neighborhoods and their communities, failing
schools, and all those things. And that’s no ex-

ten so many folks all around the country doing
stuff to help kids exercise and eat right, for the
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cuse, but what we also believe in is, is that peo-
ple—everybody—should be treated fairly and
the system should work for everyone. And so
what I’m trying to do is just——

Mr. Leno. I agree.
The President. ——make sure that we have

a conversation and that we’re all asking our-
selves are there some things that we can do to
foster better understanding, and to make sure
that we don’t have laws in place that encourage
the kind of violent encounter that we saw there
that resulted in tragedy.

The President’s Favorite Food

Mr. Leno. Let me ask you something. You
told a group of young people that broccoli was
your favorite food. [Laughter] Now, lying to
voters is one thing; lying to children, that’s—
[laughter]—that is——

The President. Now, let me say this——
Mr. Leno. Can you put your right hand on a

Bible and say, “Broccoli”? [Laughter]
The President. Let me say this: I have broc-

coli a lot. [Laughter] I mean, no——
Mr. Leno. Really?
The President. ——you can ask my staff. It

is one of my staples. Me and broccoli, I don’t
know, we’ve got a thing going. [Laughter]

Mr. Leno. Really? So——
The President. It goes especially well with

burgers and fries.
Mr. Leno. Right, right. [Laughter]
The President. Absolutely.
Mr. Leno. And did Michelle make a broccoli

cake with the broccoli icing?
The President. Well, I won’t go that far.
Mr. Leno. Now, did the kids believe you, or

did they go, “Oh, come on”?
The President. No, they did kind of—they

looked at me. [Laughter] They had their little
pads and pencils, and they were all, “Really?”
[Laughter] “More than chips?” [Laughter] 

But to Michelle’s credit——
Mr. Leno. Yes.
The President. ——the “Let’s Move!” initia-

tive that she’s been involved with that has got-

first time in a long time, we’ve started 
some modest reduction in childhood obe

Mr. Leno. Well, that’s good.
The President. So I think it’s making a

ence.
Mr. Leno. That’s good.
The President. Really proud of it.
Mr. Leno. Mr. President, it’s been an 

I know you have to go.
The President. It was nice to see you.
Mr. Leno. Thank you so much. 
The President. Before we go, well, 

know you’re very proud of your car colle
Mr. Leno. Yes.
The President. Well, there’s one piece

missing.
Mr. Leno. Cool.
The President. This is the Beast. 

[The President presented Mr. Leno with 
model of his limousine.]

Mr. Leno. The Beast!
The President. The one I drive in.
Mr. Leno. Oh, look at that. My frien

Welburn, designed that car.
The President. So——
Mr. Leno. Will you sign the roof?
The President. I will sign the roof.
Mr. Leno. Oh, cool. [Laughter]
The President. Now, the doors are he

when you’re getting in——
Mr. Leno. Yeah, yeah, yeah.
The President. ——you may need 

help. [Laughter]
Mr. Leno. I assume the real car will be

garage after the show tonight. [Laughter

[The President signed the roof of the mod

The President. There you go, Jay.
Mr. Leno. Very good.
The President. Thank you so much.
Mr. Leno. Mr. President, a pleasure 

honor, sir.
The President. I appreciate it.
Mr. Leno. Thank you very much.
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NOTE: The interview began at 4:34 p.m. at
NBC Studios. In his remarks, he referred to
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Prohibiting Certain Imports of Bur
Jadeite and Rubies
August 6, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

I hereby report that I have issued an Execu-
tive Order (the “order”) pursuant to the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act (50
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA) and the Tom
Lantos Block Burmese JADE (Junta’s Anti-
Democratic Efforts) Act of 2008 (Public Law
110–286) (the “JADE Act”) that takes addi-
tional steps with respect to the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13047 of
May 20, 1997, as modified in scope in Execu-
tive Order 13448 of October 18, 2007, and Ex-
ecutive Order 13619 of July 11, 2012, and re-
lied upon for additional steps taken in Execu-
tive Order 13310 of July 28, 2003, Executive
Order 13448 of October 18, 2007, Executive
Order 13464 of April 30, 2008, and Executive
Order 13619 of July 11, 2012.

In Executive Order 13047, the President
found that the Government of Burma commit-
ted large-scale repression of the democratic
opposition in Burma after September 30, 1996,
and further determined that the actions and
policies of the Government of Burma consti-
tuted an unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign policy of the
United States and declared a national emer-
gency to deal with that threat. To address that
threat and to implement section 570 of the
Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and
Related Appropriations Act, 1997 (Public Law
104–208), the President in Executive Order
13047 prohibited new investment in Burma by
United States persons. On July 28, 2003, the
President issued Executive Order 13310,
which contained prohibitions implementing
certain provisions of the Burmese Freedom
and Democracy Act of 2003 (Public Law
108–61) and blocked the property and inter-

ests in property of persons listed in the 
to Executive Order 13310 or determin
the Secretary of the Treasury, in consu
with the Secretary of State, to meet de
tion criteria specified in Executive 
13310. In Executive Order 13448, the
dent expanded the scope of the national
gency declared in Executive Order 130
corporated existing designation criter
forth in Executive Order 13310, block
property and interests in property of p
listed in the Annex to Executive Order 
and provided additional criteria for de
tions of other persons. In Executive 
13464, the President blocked the proper
interests in property of persons listed 
Annex to Executive Order 13464 and pr
additional criteria for designations of
persons. In Executive Order 13619, I mo
the scope of the national emergency de
in Executive Order 13047 and provided
tional designation criteria.

The order that I have just issued pr
the importation into the United States 
jadeite or rubies mined or extracted from
ma and any articles of jewelry containin
ite or rubies mined or extracted from B
The order amends Executive Order 13
revoke the section of that order impo
prohibition on the importation into the U
States of any article that is a product of 
and a related section. The order waiv
sanctions described in section 5(b) 
JADE Act. Except as authorized or e
transactions with persons included on th
partment of the Treasury’s List of Sp
Designated Nationals and Blocked P
continue to be prohibited pursuant to IE

The order authorizes the Secretary 
Treasury, in consultation with the Secre
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State, to take such actions, including the prom-
ulgation of rules and regulations, and to em-
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ploy all powers granted to the President by
IEEPA as may be necessary to carry out the
purposes of the order.

All agencies of the United States Govern-
ment are directed to take all appropriate mea-
sures within their authority to carry out the
provisions of the order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

BARACK OB

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jo
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Repre
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President
Senate. The letter was released by the 
of the Press Secretary on August 7 a
ferred to Executive Order 13651, which
ed in Appendix D at the end of this volu

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at a Virtual Town 
Meeting on Housing in Los Angeles, California
August 7, 2013

Zillow, Inc., Chief Executive Officer Spencer
M. Rascoff. Welcome, and thank you for join-
ing us today. Zillow is honored to host this un-
precedented event and connect homeowners,
renters, and prospective buyers with President
Obama, who’s ready to answer your housing
questions.

The housing market has come a long way in
the last year, and we’re all very happy to see
most local markets bouncing back after the
housing recession, with many homeowners free
from negative equity and sellers enjoying a com-
petitive environment. Still, there are concerns
about the future. And we’ve received thousands
of questions over the last couple of days via so-
cial media. Today we’ll pose some of these ques-
tions—your questions—to the President.

I’m honored to welcome President Barack
Obama. Mr. President.

The President. Great to see you.
Mr. Rascoff. Thank you.
The President. Thank you so much.
Mr. Rascoff. Mr. President, our first ques-

tion comes from Andrew Houston in Gaines-
ville, Florida. Let’s watch his video.

[At this point, a video was shown.]

Housing Market/Mortgage Interest Rates/Mort-
gage Refinancing

Q. Good morning, Mr. President. My name
is Andrew Houston in Gainesville, Florida, and

I was wondering how you feel rising i
rates over the last 3 months are going to
the housing recovery going forward. I w
tually fortunate enough to refinance at h
cally low rates earlier this year, but I a
well in excess of 30 percent negative 
mortgage, and I’m wondering how these
est rates are going to affect the future v
my home. Thank you very much for your

The President. Well, it’s a great qu
and obviously, particularly in States like
da, where, when the housing bubble b
was very painful. A lot of people have
watching the interest rates and watchin
are happening with home values.

Just a little bit of historic context. W
saw in terms of the plunge in home pr
the midst of the great recession was som
we hadn’t seen in a very long time. And 
a lot of families. Home ownership is the
essential element of the American Drea
what all of us understand when we say w
to have some middle class security.

And so what we did over the first
years of my administration was throw 
thing that we could at helping homeo
who had seen their houses go underw
slowly build back that equity. With the h
the Federal Reserve, interest rates came
And as you said, Spencer, what we’ve s
healing pretty much across the country w
comes to the housing market.
230-207_Text_.pdf   128 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Aug. 7

901

We’ve also seen a lot of refinancing activity,
in part because we modified some administra-

there’s no doubt that somebody like Michelle
and I, who bought our house several years ago,
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tive rules so that folks who had Government
guarantees could refinance even if they were
underwater. And it saves people a lot of mon-
ey, up to $3,000. We’ve seen interest rates now
tick up. So far at least, though, the housing
market has continued to be fairly robust. And
there’s been reporting just this week, some of
the data has come in showing that you’re still
seeing some good, steady growth.

But I think that all of us recognize that it is
still a soft housing market, in part because it’s
still a soft employment market. There are still a
lot of folks who are out of work. And the real
economy is directly related to the housing mar-
ket. So what we’ve heard from the Federal Re-
serve Chairman is that he thinks it’s important
for interest rates to remain relatively low so
long as unemployment remains high. That
should continue to help the housing market.

But given that interest rates tick up a little
bit as the economy improves, it is especially
important for Congress to act on the proposal
that we put forward, which says let’s not just let
a few people refinance, let’s allow everybody
who is potentially eligible to go ahead and refi-
nance. It can end up being the equivalent of a
$3,000 tax cut, basically, money in your pocket;
or alternatively, as Andrew was talking about, it
gives homeowners an opportunity to start
building back some of the equity in the home
that they lost during the great recession.

Mr. Rascoff. And you’re referring to HARP
3, which we have a lot of questions about, so
we’re certainly going to discuss that. To keep
the long-term perspective, mortgage rates have
ticked up about a point, but we’re still in the
low fours, which, if you take the long view, is
still an incredibly low rate for a mortgage.

The President. Well, not to get too personal,
but our home back in Chicago—not the White
House, which, as I said, that’s a rental—
[laughter]—our home back in Chicago, my
mortgage interest rate, I would probably bene-
fit from refinancing right now. [Laughter] I
would save some money. When you’re Presi-
dent, you have to be a little careful about these
transactions, so we haven’t refinanced. But

that if we went out to the market righ
we’d end up saving some money.

Mr. Rascoff. Right, right.
This next question comes from Jill F

rick, from Louisiana, and she’s from a 
the country where home values have bo
20 percent off the bottom. Let’s watc
video.

[A video was shown.]

Home Ownership/Housing Market

Q. My name is Jill Fitzpatrick. I wa
dering what changes you think could be
to help second-time homeowners. I refe
cifically to young families who lost con
able equity in their first homes due 
housing bust, families faced with buying
ond, larger house now in a market lik
Orleans, where I live, where prices hav
rocketed astronomically, pricing many
out of what should have been a logical an
nomically feasible next move.

The President. Well, I think the poi
was made there is really important. Mos
when we buy our first home, we buy a 
home. When Michelle and I bought ou
home, we bought a condo, and lived in
about 10 years before we then moved 
full-fledged stand-alone home. And the 
we were able to do it was because we b
some equity, as well as got some rais
eventually were able to get the down pa
together for a larger house. It’s toughe
for folks who have lost their equity.

I can’t say that there is a magic formu
situation that was just described, in a pla
New Orleans. On the one hand, it’s gre
housing values have bounced back; on th
er hand, most folks haven’t gotten all th
uity back if they purchased right in 2
2004, right before the bubble popped.

What we do know is that if, number o
keep interest rates low, that will help. N
two, that keeping the overall economy m
in the right direction means that ther
stronger market for homes and the val
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the existing starter home goes up. The good
news is, is that you’ve got a lot of potential fam-

lot of the concerns, a lot of the questions had to
do with how do we get Fannie and Freddie re-
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ilies or families that put off buying a home dur-
ing the midst of the recession, and so if you
look at the numbers, the amount of new family
formation is going to be increasing fairly rapid-
ly. There’s going to be pent-up demand. And
potentially, those smaller starter homes,
they’re going to increase in value as well.

And one of the things that we’ve been look-
ing at is, finally, how can we make sure that
more people whose homes are still underwater
can potentially benefit from the refinancing
programs that we talked about.

Home Affordable Refinance Program/Federal Na-
tional Mortgage Association (Fannie Mae)/Feder-
al Home Loan Mortgage Corp. (Freddie Mac)

Mr. Rascoff. All right. So that’s a perfect seg-
ue to the next question, which is in fact about
HARP 3. So this question comes from Colin
Robertson. And of course, HARP is the Gov-
ernment program which lets homeowners who
are underwater on their home refinance their
mortgage, as long as they’re not more than 20-
percent underwater and as long as their loans
are backed by Fannie and Freddie. About 10
percent of the questions submitted today were
about HARP.

So Colin writes to us. He says: “What’s hap-
pening with MyRefi or HARP 3? Is there any
hope of such a program?”

The President. I think there should be hope.
Keep in mind that this is a program that not
only I put forward and supported and talked
about during the State of the Union, but this
was an idea that was strongly supported by
Mitt Romney’s chief economic adviser. So
there shouldn’t be an ideological barrier to get-
ting this done. This should be something that
Democrats and Republics can come together
and get done.

Now, Congress, I think all of us recognize,
has been a little broken lately. But the good
news is, is that there are Republican and Dem-
ocratic Senators, at least, who have been in a
conversation about how do we learn the les-
sons of the past and start building a firmer
foundation for housing going forward. And a

formed so that they are not in a situa
which taxpayers are essentially subs
huge risks that they’re taking.

As part of a package, you could see F
and Freddie reform that protects taxp
puts housing on a more stable footing, 
the interim also provides some immedi
lief to homeowners, giving them a cha
refinance while interest rates are still low

So this is something that I’m going t
again once Congress gets back in Septe
once they’re back in session. As par
broader package of housing reform, let’s
we can potentially even get this done 
the end of the year.

Home Foreclosures/Housing Market

Mr. Rascoff. And we’re going to talk
GSE reform, which was a very hot topic 
the questions that were submitted as we

This question is from Jason Boatman
Phoenix. Phoenix, of course, is one of th
of the country that was hardest hit by t
cession. It’s where you delivered a very 
tant housing address yesterday. Let’s se
Jason has to say.

Jason writes: “I live in the greater P
area. My neighborhood has been hit ver
by the foreclosure crisis. Things are 
starting to look up, but we’re certainly no
to prerecession levels. How is the admi
tion planning to help homeowners in are
Phoenix regain our footing?”

The President. Well, there were some
like Phoenix, like Las Vegas, parts of F
that had been especially hard hit. So in t
mediate aftermath of the crisis, one 
things that we did was to get a special fu
located to those States specifically to
some of these communities. In some c
meant more hands-on help and counsel
homeowners in these areas. In some ca
was a question of States or local comm
finding ways to get some of the fore
properties off the market or at least sta
so that they weren’t depressing adjoining
erties.
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And we are continuing to work with the
mayor of Phoenix, the mayor of Las Vegas,

ues. People are feeling much more optimistic
about the future than they were before. And
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those communities that had been especially
hard hit.

In some areas, one of the questions is, are
there so many foreclosures and abandoned
properties that it actually pays off for us to ei-
ther repair them and put them on the market
as rental properties, or alternatively, in certain
areas of the country where these are really run-
down properties, go ahead and tear them
down.

The advantage of putting these on the rental
market is obviously if somebody is living in
them, they’re more likely to maintain them,
and it creates the kind of atmosphere in the
neighborhood that allows property values to go
back up. And we’ve got a lot of creative pro-
grams like that. What we want to do is make
sure that there are enough resources coming
out of Congress. And the Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development I know has a number
of ideas about how we can have even more of
an impact in revitalizing some of those com-
munities that have been hardest hit.

Mr. Rascoff. It’s been great to see in some of
these communities institutional investors have
been buying up tens of thousands of these
properties and rehabbing them and then rent-
ing them, in some cases, renting them to the
existing homeowners who are underwater on
their own home.

The President. That makes a lot of sense,
and it’s good business sense. Look, we know
that a basic principle of the free market is if
you can buy low and sell high, you’re in a pret-
ty good spot. These institutional investors pull-
ing together big chunks of property, going
ahead and making them rental properties,
which help to cover their costs immediately,
but they’re also hoping to see appreciation in
the long term. That can be good business sense
for them. But just as importantly, or more im-
portantly, for those middle class families where
they saw these property values drop, having
that kind of stabilization can really make a dif-
ference.

And in a place like Phoenix, we’ve actually
seen 20-, 25-percent increases in property val-

we’re also seeing more housing constr
going up, which tells you that there’s stil
up demand out there. We’ve just got to
sure that we get everybody firing on all
ders to maximize it.

Mr. Rascoff. This next question come
Jacob. Jacob is among the one in three m
nials who lives with his parents becau
can’t find affordable housing. So let’s wa
cob’s video.

[A video was shown.]

Rental Housing/Government-Sponsored En
es/Higher Education Costs/Immigration Ref

Q. Good morning, President Obam
name is Jacob, and I live in L.A. I’m a 
college graduate with a full-time job, bu
live at home with my parents. I’m wond
with massive student loan debt, will I e
able to move into a house of my own? No
looking to buy, just looking to rent.

The President. Well, Jacob asks a qu
that a lot of young people are asking righ
And there are two components to it. N
one, we need more affordable, quality
housing. And what I said in my speech 
day, all of us, long term, have the aspira
a home of our own. But in a lot of m
renting is a great option, especially if 
still young. And so as we look at the v
housing proposals that I’ve put forward—
ing sure that people can refinance, m
sure that we’re reforming these GSEs—
the components is also making sure that
got more resources to construct or get 
market more affordable housing.

And that is not something that 
should shy away from, deciding that 
stage in their lives—Jacob looked like a
young guy—that renting is probably th
option, until you know that you can a
purchase safely, soundly, and make you
ments. Part of what happened during the
ing bubble was that people who pr
should have been renting were encoura
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go into the housing market, and they got hurt
and the economy as a whole got hurt.

The President. Well, part of—and the reason
is, is because this is where most Americans
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But he also mentioned something else,
which is the fact that a lot of young people,
what for their parents would have been the
down payment on a home right now is going to
service their student loan debt.

Mr. Rascoff. Right.
The President. So I know that Zillow is fo-

cused on housing and not college education,
but I will say that some of the initiatives that
I’m putting forward to drive down the cost of
college and the debt burdens that young peo-
ple have when they get out of school can make
a huge difference in the housing market over
the long term, because the $30,000 or $25,000
on average that young people from State uni-
versities are coming out with in terms of debt,
that’s a down payment on a house.

And so we’ve got a whole range of ideas
about how we can drive tuition down, work
with universities to be more efficient, help
young people graduate faster so that they’re
not ending up spending more money, reducing
the interest rates on student loans. All that will
have an impact on the housing market.

I should add, by the way, there’s another is-
sue that doesn’t seem like it’s related to the
housing market, but actually is related, and
that’s immigration reform. We know that if we
get immigration reform done, suddenly, you’ve
got all kinds of families coming out of the shad-
ows, paying taxes, paying penalties, but they’re
also going to be really likely to buy homes, of-
tentimes in some of the neighborhoods where
you have the most foreclosures, the most trou-
ble. They add value to a community, increase
property values.

And over the long term, it’s one of the rea-
sons why it’s estimated that immigration re-
form would actually add a trillion dollars to the
overall economy, it’s partly because they’d be
buying houses.

Mr. Rascoff. It’s what’s so interesting about
the housing industry overall is it impacts all
these disparate issues, from immigration to stu-
dent loans to the global economy. So it’s——

have their wealth.
Mr. Rascoff. It’s where our wealth i

[Laughter]
The President. So if you’ve got trilli

dollars tied up in housing, if we get tha
then it makes a big difference everywher

Federal National Mortgage Association
nie Mae)/Federal Home Loan Mortgage
(Freddie Mac)

Mr. Rascoff. All right, so the big one
reform. This next question comes in
Steve from Bloomington, Minnesota
Steve writes: “If Congress is successful”
if you’re successful—“in scaling Fanni
and Freddie Mac down, what model fi
gap?”

The President. Well, we are fairly uni
the sense that most advanced developed
tries don’t have such a large governmen
ence in the housing market. Traditionally
nie and Freddie was supposed to be sub
to the private marketplace. And prior 
great recession, in fact, Fannie and Fre
portfolio was as a total a smaller percen
the overall lending that was taking place
housing market. Now it’s significantly h
right?

And what we’ve tried to do is to mak
that we’re providing the support we n
help the housing market heal, but rec
you can’t have a situation in which the G
ment is underwriting and guaranteeing 
mortgage lending that’s taking place a
the country and big profits are being m
these quasi-private institutions, and t
things go wrong, suddenly taxpayers are 
hook.

So a couple of things that we’ve do
ministratively, we’ve been trying to redu
portfolio each year by an incremental a
so——

Mr. Rascoff. The loans owned by F
and Freddie.

The President. ——loans owned by F
and Freddie—not too quickly, but allow
market to catch up.
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Our long-term goal is to say let’s have the
private market get in there and provide those

that part of the reason why a lot of first-time
buyers or well-qualified buyers are having
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loans. And what the Government can do is to
step in to make sure, for example, that there’s
still a 30-year mortgage available, to make sure
that homes that are not too upscale are avail-
able for young families, for veterans, for folks
who may have some limited means, but have
saved and scrapped and are ready to go out
there and buy.

But, for example, we increased the maxi-
mum home value that could be financed in the
midst of the recession because it helped to
strengthen homes. Now we’re starting to scale
that back. And we’re actually confident that
the private market can step in, do a good job,
and the Government can be a backstop so that
we still have affordability and 30-year mortgag-
es, but it’s not the dominant player.

And in some ways, it’s a return to earlier
models. The way to think about it, I think, is
that during both the housing bubble and its af-
termath, Fannie and Freddie just got too big,
and that was anomalous. That was not sort of
typical of what’s happened during the course
of our history in the housing market.

So the good news is that you’ve got a biparti-
san bill; Senators Warner of Virginia and Cork-
er of Tennessee are working together. The
principles that they have announced are ones
that are pretty consistent with me: Let’s have
the market get in there. Let’s make sure you
don’t have a “heads I win, tails you lose” for-
mula for Fannie and Freddie, so that taxpayers
aren’t left on the hook, but we’re still focusing
on affordability, we still are focused on a 30-
year mortgage.

And my expectation is, is that if a bill pass-
es—and I think it’s the right thing to do for the
economy over the long term—it’s still going to
be phased in. So the one thing we want to pre-
vent is just at a time when the housing market
is getting back on its feet, that suddenly you
have a big shock to the system. This is some-
thing that would have to be phased in over a
number of years and I’m confident could be
done.

And look, lenders can go in there and make
some money doing it. In fact, you could argue

trouble right now is that a lot of lende
worried that Fannie and Freddie and th
ernment-backed loans may end up squ
them if for some reason buyers aren’t m
their payments. And so they’re tighten
their——

Mr. Rascoff. Their own standards.
The President. ——status and that th

ket might be willing to take more ed
risks about the market if, in fact, you h
private sector back in there.

Mr. Rascoff. So from Fannie and Fred
loans not backed by Fannie and Fredd
next question comes from Elias. And ab
percent of our questions actually tou
themes that Elias asks about. Let’s wa
video.

[A video was shown.]

Home Affordable Refinance Program

Q. Mr. President, what help is availa
homeowners who are looking to refinan
don’t have their loan backed by Fred
Fannie? Thank you.

The President. Well that’s—we’ve a
talked about that. That’s the HAMP 
gram——

Mr. Rascoff. HARP.
The President. ——HARP 3 program

so this is something that can get done.
Keep in mind, by the way, this wo

good for the entire economy, because so
the money would go back to building 
But some folks would decide they’re go
buy a new laptop for their kid who’s go
to college, or they’d end up using that t
finance a new car. And as a consequen
entire economy would be more likely t
which in turn would help the housing m
and help home values.

Mr. Rascoff. So tell Elias to root for 
3. [Laughter]

The President. Well, don’t just root 
Everybody who’s on Zillow, there’s no 
why you shouldn’t contact your Congre
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and say, why aren’t we doing this? This should
be a no-brainer.

It’s nice if your parents can help you or your
grandparents. But for folks like Michelle and I,
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Teachers/Rental Housing/Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau

Mr. Rascoff. All right. Our last question
comes from Jennifer in North Carolina. Jenni-
fer writes in, she says: “I’m a high school teach-
er in North Carolina. I get paid so little that I
can’t afford my own apartment. The rent here
goes up every year, but I haven’t had a raise in
years. A fixed mortgage would be more consis-
tent than rising rents, but I don’t have the job
stability.” So what advice would you give to
someone like Jennifer, and how can the Gov-
ernment help?

The President. Well, the first thing I’d say is,
teachers need to get paid more. And I mean
that. Look, one of the challenges that we’ve
seen is, is that middle class families—teachers,
construction workers, firefighters—their wages
and incomes have not gone up even if their
jobs have held steady. Some of them have lost
jobs.

And one of the big challenges for our hous-
ing market is making sure that not only do we
have a strong employment market, but people,
if they’re working hard, they should be getting
paid a decent wage. And a lot of what I’m do-
ing and will continue to do for the remainder
of my Presidency is focused on how are we im-
proving middle class security. And teachers fall
in that category.

Now, we already talked about the fact that
renting can be a good option if we get more af-
fordable rental housing on the market. And
there are a number of communities that have
been doing creative stuff. There are a number
of properties that right now are sitting there
not being rented, big chunks in certain cities.
In my hometown of Chicago, for example, we
could be renovating, rehabbing, and putting on
the rental market thousands of units that
would help to stabilize rental prices. Ideally for
somebody like Jennifer, renting for a while at a
affordable rate that allows you then to save a
nest egg that lets you then put your down pay-
ment on a home. That’s traditionally how folks
did it.

who didn’t come from a fancy backgro
actually, we lived in Michelle’s mom’s
for a couple of years.

Mr. Rascoff. Just like Jacob. [Laughter
The President. Just like Jacob—befo

were able to get the down payment tog
And that’s how we do things.

So just one closing comment, Spen
think you guys have done a great job in h
to make consumers more empowered
they are buying a home, selling a hom
it’s a wonderful service. One of the thin
we’re really proud of is the Consumer F
Protection Bureau that we’ve put tog
headed up by Richard Cordray, a former
ney general in Ohio. And the CFPB, as 
it, its entire job is, how do we help cons
so they get a fair deal?

One of their key focus areas has be
home finance and mortgages. And we c
pect that we’re going to try to simplify
gage as soon as the fall, so that you don’t
lot of fine print, you know exactly what 
getting. Somebody who’s involved in a tr
tion can operate with some complete tra
ency; they can know what they might ow
they get a mortgage potentially approved

The more knowledge consumers hav
more empowered they’re going to be a
more likely they’re going to be to live o
American Dream that I think all of us w
see not just for ourselves, but for our ki
our grandkids.

Mr. Rascoff. And we have been big 
what the CFPB is trying to do with mor
and we’ve actually been working with
and giving them comments on it. So Zi
all about transparency of information, em
ering consumers. And so certainly if w
make it easier for people to understan
complexities of a mortgage, then that wo
great for the country.

The President. Absolutely. Well, you
have done a great job.

Mr. Rascoff. Thank you. Thank yo
much, Mr. President. And a big thank 
the thousands of Americans who sub
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questions. I hope this conversation answered a
lot of them. And Zillow is honored to have

dean, Columbia University Business School, in
his former capacity as chief economic adviser
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hosted this event. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:01 a.m. at
the Hilton Woodland Hills hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to R. Glenn Hubbard,

to 2012 Republican Presidential nomin
Mitt Romney; Mayor Greg Stanton of Ph
AZ; and Mayor Carolyn G. Goodman 
Vegas, NV. He also referred to his mot
law Marian Robinson.

Remarks at Camp Pendleton, California
August 7, 2013

The President. Hello, Marines!
Audience members. Hooah!
The President. Hello, Camp Pendleton!
Audience members. Hooah!
The President. Well, listen, it is great to be

here, at the home of the 1st Marine Expedi-
tionary Force—–

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. ——and one of our Nation’s

oldest and most decorated military units, the
legendary 1st Marine Division.

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. And I think I see some proud

Navy folks here too.
Audience members. Hooah!
Let me thank General Nicholson for the in-

troduction and for his outstanding leadership
of our Marines in Iraq, in Afghanistan. And
that includes your command of the 2d Marine
Expeditionary Brigade out of Camp Lejeune,
which we recognized last year with the Presi-
dential Unit Citation. Thank you, General
Nicholson.

I want to thank all of your commanders for
welcoming me today, including General Cogli-
anese and General Busby. And I want to recog-
nize your incredible staff, noncommissioned
officers, including Sergeant Majors Ronald
Green, Scott Helms, and David Jobe.

I want to salute Debbie Nicholson and all
the spouses and military families who are here,
because we understand they’re the force be-
hind the force, just like Michelle is the force
behind me. I want everyone to give a big round
of applause to the amazing families who serve
along with you.

And I want to acknowledge Memb
Congress who are here, including Susan
Darrell Issa, and Dana Rohrabacher.

Now, I’ve got to tell you the truth, I’v
looking forward to this visit because—a
is a little tricky to say this—but my fam
I, we’ve got a special place in our hearts 
Marine Corps. 

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. Now, part of it is becau

ery day at the White House, we’re surro
by marines.

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. In fact, we’ve probab

some folks here who were at the White H
who are now here at Camp Pendleton.

Audience member. [Inaudible]
The President. See? [Laughter] I figu

much.
And then, of course, every time I nee

of a hop, skip, and a jump somewhere
time I get on Marine One, I rely on so
the best aviators in the world. I’ve see
honor, I’ve seen your courage, I’ve see
commitment, whether in protecting our
matic posts around the world or prepa
deploy to Iraq or Afghanistan or reco
from wounds received in battle.

A few years ago, you gave a great Camp
leton welcome to my wife Michelle. And 
it’s not as exciting when I come to visit—[
ter]—but she says hi. I guess I’m kind 
that Army general who once said, “The
marines I have around, the better I like it

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. I’m here because, for

than a decade, you—and all our men and
en in uniform—have borne the burden 
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time of war. Ever since that awful September
morning when our Nation was attacked, when

that I had an opportunity to meet with before I
came out here. We are grateful to them. We’re

iven a
merica

d from
nation,
 to all
still in
 Com-

onth.

re get-
e.

t. Our
hey’re

power.
alties.
. And

one of
enera-
 out to
 is no

aida’s
e of Al
on the
of you.
aiming

their
hance
f you,

up and
se of
ht and
at Af-

attacks

use of

r you,
s more
getting
ybody
908

thousands of innocent Americans were killed,
we’ve been at war against Al Qaida. And our
fight in Afghanistan—nearly 12 years—has be-
come America’s longest war. I’m here because
we recently marked another milestone in this
war. As of this past June, for the first time, Af-
ghan forces have taken the lead for security
across their entire country.

Instead of leading the fight, our troops now
have a different mission, which is to train and
advise and assist Afghan forces. And what that
signals is that our war in Afghanistan has en-
tered the final chapter. More of our troops are
coming home. We’ll be down to 34,000 this
winter. By the end of next year—in just 17
months—the transition will be complete. Af-
ghans will take full responsibility for their secu-
rity, and our war in Afghanistan will be over.

None of this progress would have been pos-
sible had it not been for you. We thank all who
have served there, especially our Camp Pend-
leton marines. After our Nation was attacked,
you were some of the very first conventional
forces in Afghanistan; racing in, hundreds of
miles by helicopter, toppling that regime and
driving Al Qaida from its camps. Then when
the fight shifted to Iraq, you were there, racing
towards Baghdad, deposing a dictator. And
through years of combat—in Tikrit, Fallujah,
and Ramadi—your courage added to the glo-
ries of the Marines’ long and illustrious history.

When we refocused on Afghanistan, you led
the way again, surging into Helmand, pushing
the Taliban out of its strongholds, like Marjah
and Now Zad and Sangin.

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. And when future generations

study those fights, they will stand in awe of the
unparalleled sacrifice of the 3d Battalion, 5th
Marines—our “Darkhorse” Marines.

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. Today we hold close the

memory of all who have made the ultimate sac-
rifice in these years of war. That includes 326
fallen heroes from Camp Pendleton. We honor
all of them, every single one. And we stand
with their families, like the Gold Star families

grateful for their sacrifice. They’ve g
piece of their heart to America, and A
will always honor their sacrifice.

I know some of you recently returne
Afghanistan. On behalf of a grateful 
welcome home. We send our prayers
those who, at this very moment, are 
harm’s way, including your Regimental
bat Team 7, which is coming home this m

Audience members. Yeah!
The President. I know some of you a

ting ready to deploy in the months to com
Audience members. Hooah!
The President. This is still a hard figh

Afghan partners have stepped up. T
bearing a bigger brunt of the fire
They’re taking on a lot more casu
They’re in the lead, but it’s still tough
we’re still needed.

And here’s what I want every single 
you to know. Because of you, the 9/11 g
tion, we are accomplishing what we set
do. Because of you, Usama bin Laden
more.

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. Because of you, Al Q

top ranks have been hammered. The cor
Qaida in Afghanistan and Pakistan is 
way to defeat. That happened because 
Because of you, more Afghans are recl
their communities—their markets, 
schools, their towns—and they have a c
to forge their own future. Because o
more Afghans are trained and stepping 
defending their own country. Becau
you—and to preserve the gains you foug
bled for—we are going to make sure th
ghanistan is never again a source of 
against our country.

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. That happened beca

you.
So the war in Afghanistan will end. Fo

that means fewer deployments. It mean
training time, preparing for the future, 
back to what marines do better than an
else on Earth: amphibious operations.
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Audience members. Hooah!
The President. It means more time here on

tect ourselves. But we’ve also got to lead with
our values and our ideals and all elements of
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the home front with your families: your wives,
your husbands, your kids.

But of course, the end of the war in Afghan-
istan doesn’t mean the end of threats to our
Nation. As I’ve said before, even as we deci-
mated the Al Qaida leadership that attacked us
on 9/11, Al Qaida affiliates and like-minded ex-
tremists still threaten our homeland, still
threaten our diplomatic facilities, still threaten
our businesses abroad. And we’ve got to take
these threats seriously and do all we can to
confront them. We’ve been reminded of this
again in recent days.

So I want to take a special time out to salute
all our brave diplomats and tireless intelligence
and military personnel who have been working
around the clock to safeguard our Embassies
and our consulates and our fellow Americans
serving overseas, including all those vigilant
marines standing guard at our Embassies
around the world. They’re doing an outstand-
ing job.

As for these extremists, here’s what those
who would cowardly attack our civilians don’t
get: The United States is never going to retreat
from the world. We don’t get terrorized. We’re
going to keep standing up for our interests.
We’re going to keep standing up for the securi-
ty of our citizens. We’re going to keep standing
up for human rights and dignity for people
wherever they live. We’re going to keep work-
ing with our allies and our partners. We’re go-
ing to keep offering a future of hope and prog-
ress, in stark contrast to terrorists who only
know how to kill and destroy and maim. And
like generations before us, the United States of
America is going to remain the greatest force
for freedom that the world has ever known.

You are an integral part of that. That’s what
you do, serving in uniform every single day.
But this is not just a job for our military. It
takes diplomacy, it takes development, it takes
trade, it takes intelligence to stay true to our
values as a nation. This is a complicated time.
The world is going through big changes, espe-
cially in the Middle East and North Africa.
And we have to have a military strategy to pro-

our power.
But it does mean keeping our milita

absolute best in the world. We’ve got to 
ilant about that. As the war in Afgha
ends, it’s true, our military, including ou
rine Corps, will be leaner. Budgets w
tighter, and that’s only natural. Part of en
war responsibly is moving off a perpetu
time footing. It’s time to use some of the
ey we’ve been spending on war to do som
tion-building right here at home.

But what we can’t do is repeat the m
of history. We’ve seen in the past where,
war, we hollowed out our military, left o
itary unprepared. We’ve got right now th
led, best trained, best equipped military
man history. Our Marine Corps is the fin
peditionary force in the world.

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. And as long as I am

mander in Chief, I’m going to keep it tha
Audience members. Hooah!
The President. Now, to do that, we’re

to need some help out of Washington
gress couldn’t agree on a plan to redu
deficit in a—what I consider a sensible w
instead what we’ve got is these big, acro
board cuts called the sequester. Seq
kicked in; it includes defense. And we
ready starting to see the effects. Here at
leton, you’re feeling it. Hard-working fo
getting furloughed, families getting by o
fewer ships available for your training e
es, the commissary your families rely on
a day a week. We can do better than
That’s not how a great nation should be
ing its military and military families.

And by the way, cuts in other nondefe
eas of the budget affect our troops and o
itary families as well. Our military, part o
makes us best is we’ve got extraordina
cruits. But if we want the best qualifi
cruits, we shouldn’t be cutting investm
education. We should be increasing our 
ments in education.

Our wounded warriors, our veterans d
on new technologies for their recover
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their health care, so we shouldn’t be slashing
investments in science and medical research.

We’ve got to make sure that we’re doing ev-
erything we can for our wounded warriors.
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We should continue to be the world leader in
science and research.

So that’s why I’m going to keep on working
to get rid of this sequester. You get up and do
your jobs every day; let’s make sure Washing-
ton gets up and does its job.

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. And what makes me frustrat-

ed is, sometimes, the very folks who say they
stand with our military proudly, are the same
ones who are standing in the way of fixing the
sequester.

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. It’s important to look at

deeds and not words.
Now, keep in mind, it is true that for our na-

tional security we’ve always got to look and
make sure we’re dealing with our deficits and
our debt. Our economy is strong, that means
the military will be strong. If our economy is
weak, that weakens our military. But our defi-
cits right now are falling at the fastest rate in
decades. We’ve cut them in half, and they keep
on moving in the right direction. In that con-
text, Congress needs to agree on a responsible
plan that reduces our deficits, but also keeps
our military strong, also invests in education,
also invests in research, also invests in our in-
frastructure.

That’s what you deserve. That’s what your
families deserve. That’s what I’m fighting for,
and that is my commitment to you.

Now, keeping our military strong requires
something else, and that’s taking care of our
extraordinary wounded warriors. Here at
Pendleton, you’re doing outstanding work. For
those who can, we want to get our troops back
to where they want to be: back with their units.
For those with traumatic brain injury, we’re
going to keep making unprecedented invest-
ments in new care and new treatments. For
those suffering from posttraumatic stress,
we’re going to keep saying it as loud as we can:
It is not a sign of weakness to ask for help, it is
a sign of strength. And we’re here to help you
recover and stand tall again.

And I’m pleased to see that the hospital 
making progress. That’s going to be a
standing new facility that will be helpful.

Keeping our military strong also mea
suring the safety of everyone who puts 
uniform. No military unit can succeed w
discipline, without trust, and without coh
So I want you to hear it directly from m
Commander in Chief: It undermines wh
military stands for and it undermines wh
Marine Corps stands for when sexual 
takes place within our units. And that’s w
are going to work together—all of us—
these crimes of sexual assault and upho
honor and the integrity that defines the
military on Earth. And that message is c
all the way from the top.

Keeping our military strong means k
our military families strong. Michelle an
President—the—Joe Biden’s wife, D
Biden, they’ve made this their mission
because of their efforts—Joining Fo
more Americans are stepping up to s
your families. And that includes more c
nies hiring our talented military spouses
everything you’ve done for America,
American ought to be doing something 
port your families.

As this time of war ends, some of you 
taking off the uniform and returning to c
life. And just as we gave you the tools 
ceed on the battlefield, I want to mak
we’re giving you the tools to succeed 
next stage of your lives as well.

So we’ve improved transition assista
help you find the job that’s worthy o
skills. We’re helping you and your famili
sue your education under the post-9/11 
and making sure that instead of ripping y
schools that give you the education yo
for are being held accountable.

We’re making sure more States and
industries are recognizing your military
with licenses and credentials you need fo
vilian job. When I first came into office
meeting medics who had been treating fo
the battlefield, and when they went b
230-207_Text_.pdf   138 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Aug. 7

911

school because they wanted to be a nurse, they
had to start all over again at Nursing 101. And

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. For a time, Matt even served
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here they are, dealing with some of the worst
injuries possible, and they’re not getting any
credit for it, which means it’s costing them
time, costing them money. We’re changing all
that. If you’ve done the job on the battlefield
with bullets coming at you, you can sure as
heck do the job back here in the United States
of America.

Then we issued a challenge to the private
sector, and so far, America’s businesses have
hired or trained 290,000 veterans and military
spouses, and they’ve committed to hiring hun-
dreds of thousands more. So more vets are
finding jobs. The unemployment rate for vets
is coming down. And we’re going to keep say-
ing to every company in America, if you want
somebody who knows how to get the job done,
hire a veteran.

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. Hire a veteran. Your genera-

tion has carried us through this time of war;
well, you’re going to help us write the next
great chapter in American history, right here at
home.

Now, few embody that truth more than a
marine who’s here today, Captain Matthew
Lampert. Matt is one of our Marine special op-
erators. He and his team were in Afghanistan
cleaning out a compound, and then, in a terri-
ble incident, an IED took both of his legs.
Matt survived. And soon he had a new mission:
getting back to his unit, back to his team.
“Once a marine, always a marine.”

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. So Matt endured excruciat-

ing rehab, therapy that could last all day,
month after month, rebuilding his strength.
Recovery was slow: taking his first shaky steps
on short prosthetics; then a new pair of knees;
then full legs, taking him back to normal
height; stepping forward with two canes, then
just one, then none; learning to walk again;
learning to run, in his uniform, then his body
armor. And then, just 18 months after he was
injured and lost both legs, Matt—a double am-
putee—returned to his unit and redeployed to
Afghanistan.

as team leader. And today, Matt and hi
pany are preparing for their next deplo
to the Pacific. His wife Camille, also a m
is working to become a test pilot because
says, she likes to “fly aggressively.” [Lau
And this inspiring Marine couple is l
ahead to serving their country for many
to come.

Matt and Camille, please wave. Than
so much. Thank you so much.

There are stories like Matt and Ca
throughout our Marine Corps. They rep
what’s best in our Marine Corps. Semp
delis.

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. That’s the ethic of you

Always faithful. Always faithful to each
the few and the proud. Always faithful t
Corps, for 237 years. Always faithful t
country, for whom you wear the eagle, 
and anchor. After all you’ve given to o
tion, you have to know your Nation will 
be faithful to you.

As your Commander in Chief, tha
commitment to you. That’s the comm
America must uphold to you and your 
for all the years to come.

Semper Fi. God bless you all. God bl
Marine Corps, and God bless the U
States of America.

Audience members. Hooah!

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p
Hangar 6 West. In his remarks, he refer
Maj. Gen. Lawrence D. Nicholson, U
commander, 1st Marine Division, and h
Debbie; Brig. Gen. Vincent A. Cogl
USMC, commander, 1st Marine Lo
Group; Maj. Gen. Steven W. Busby, U
commander, 3d Marine Air Wing; Sgt
Ronald L. Green, USMC, sergeant maj
Marine Expeditionary Force and U.S. M
Central Command; Sgt. Maj. Scott R. H
USMC, sergeant major, Marine Corps In
tions West-Marine Corps Base Camp P
ton; and Sgt. Maj. David L. Jobe, USM
geant major, 1st Marine Division.
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Statement on the 15th Anniversary of the Embassy Bombings in Kenya and
Tanzania
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August 7, 2013

Today marks the 15th anniversary of Al Qai-
da’s terrorist attacks against the U.S. Embas-
sies in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania, which killed innocent Americans
and Africans. On this day, we honor the fami-
lies of the 12 Americans who lost their lives,
and we join with the people and Governments
of Kenya and Tanzania honoring the sacrifices
of the African victims of this heinous act, which
killed over 200 and wounded over 5,000.

Last month, I was honored to pay tribute to
those who lost their lives and to meet with
some of the survivors at a memorial to the fall-
en in Dar es Salaam. The United States is
steadfast in our commitment to protect the

American men and women who dutifully
our Nation overseas, and we will remain
lute in working with our partners to com
olent extremism in East Africa, across t
gion, and around the world. We conti
stand with our East African partners to
terrorists to justice and will carry on our 
to prevent these attacks in the future. O
day of remembrance, we extend our d
thoughts and prayers to the families of
killed and wounded in the 1998 attack, a
join with our friends and partners in Eas
ca and around the globe in honoring
memory by building a safer, more secur
more prosperous world.

Statement on the Observance of Eid al-Fitr
August 7, 2013

Michelle and I send our warmest greetings
to Muslims celebrating Eid al-Fitr here in the
United States and around the world. During
the past month, Muslims have honored their
faith through prayer and service, fasting, and
time spent with loved ones. At this year’s
White House iftar, I was proud to spend time
with some of the many American Muslims
whose contributions enrich our democracy and
strengthen our economy. Many of us have had
the opportunity to break fast with our Muslim
friends and colleagues, a tradition that reminds
us to be grateful for our blessings and to show

compassion to the less fortunate among 
cluding millions of Syrians who spent Ra
displaced from their homes, their familie
their loved ones. To help the many Syr
need this Eid al-Fitr, the United States 
viding an additional $195 million in fo
and other humanitarian aid, bringing o
manitarian contribution to the Syrian pe
over $1 billion since the crisis began. F
lions of Americans, Eid is part of a great
try of America’s many traditions, and I w
Muslims a blessed and joyful celebratio
mubarak. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Antonios Samar
Greece and an Exchange With Reporters
August 8, 2013

President Obama. Well, I want to welcome
Prime Minister Samaras and his delegation to
the Oval Office and the United States. It goes
without saying that the friendship, the bonds
between the United States and Greece are as
deep and as broad as any relations that we have.

Our Government owes a great d
Greece: our form of government. The 
American community here are incredibl
nesspeople and political leaders and com
ty leaders and great friends of mine. An
bond that extends beyond governmen
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goes to our peoples, I think is what makes
Greek-American relations so special.

And we also had an opportunity to discuss
the general environment around the Mediter-
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Prime Minister Samaras comes here at a
time when I think we’re all aware Greece is go-
ing through incredible challenges. And so far,
the Prime Minister has taken some very bold
and difficult actions to initiate the structural
reforms that can help reduce the debt burden
that Greece experiences, but even more im-
portantly, can unleash the incredible talents of
the Greek people so that they are effectively
competing in this new world economy.

We had an extensive discussion about the
challenges that remain, and I’m confident that
Prime Minister Samaras is committed to con-
tinuing on these structural reforms. What we
also agreed to is that in dealing with the chal-
lenges that Greece faces, we cannot simply
look to austerity as a strategy. It’s important
that we have a plan for fiscal consolidations to
manage the debt, but it’s also important that
growth and jobs are our focus, because we
know from history that those countries that are
growing, those countries where employment is
high and people are increasing their productiv-
ity and feel as if the economy is moving for-
ward, those countries have an easier time re-
ducing their debt burdens than countries
that—where people are feeling hopeless.

And I think Prime Minister Samaras is com-
mitted to taking the tough actions that are re-
quired, but also, understandably, wants to
make sure that the Greek people see a light at
the end of the tunnel. And what I expressed to
him is that the United States wants to continue
to be helpful and supportive in what will be a
challenging process. But we’re confident that
Greece can succeed. And the stakes are high
for not only Greece, but also Europe and the
world economy.

We also discussed the strong bilateral military
and intelligence cooperation between our two
countries. Greece is a NATO ally. They have
worked with us in preventing terrorist threats
from actually happening. We have partnered on
a whole range of issues. They are host for some
of our very important military personnel and as-
sets, and we are very grateful to them for that.

ranean, in the Balkans. As the Prime M
put it, sometimes it’s a challenging nei
hood, and Greece can play an importan
lizing role and partnership role as we a
the issues in the Middle East and North 
as we address issues in the Balkans. Th
great opportunity as we speak for the de
long conflict and tensions that exist in C
to be resolved, and I think we’re both e
aged by the messages that have been c
out of the Greek and Turkish Cypriot co
nities. And we’re going to be, I think, w
very closely together to see if we can
progress on those fronts.

So this has been an excellent conver
We are very proud of the friendship an
nership that we have with the Greek p
We want to be as helpful as we can duri
period of challenge, and we’re confide
the Prime Minister recognizes what ne
be done and is going to be working ver
to accomplish it.

So welcome.
Prime Minister Samaras. Thank yo

much, Mr. President.
We had a very good conversation w

President and analysis on different areas
of all want to say that our two peoples a
two countries have been more than allie
only did they fight next to each other th
out history, always for a noble cause, bu
cherished and they supported the same
like freedom, democracy, and indepen
So it’s good to be here.

In terms of the economy, yes, we hav
through thick and thin. The sacrifices m
the Greek people are huge, but they a
going to be in vain, because what we now
is development of jobs and growth. Of c
we are going to do what has to be done a
structural changes are concerned, but o
phasis has to be on growth and on the cr
of new jobs, especially for the youth, b
as I told the President, in Greece, the 
ployment for the youth has reached incr
numbers: 60 percent. And total unemplo
of 28 percent. And the Greek people
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sacrificed more than a quarter of their GDP
only in the last 4 years. So, by definition, em-
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phasis is on growth creation.
But the other thing I want to say is that if

Greece succeeds—and it will succeed—our
success story is going also to be a European
success story. And I believe this is very impor-
tant. On the other hand, we are trying to do as
much as we can to stabilize a very destabilized
environment where we live. I believe that the
region has many problems. We are going to try
and solve as much as we can, establish this co-
operation, which I think is important, on the
areas that you have described, being always an
advocate of international law wherever there
are problems around.

I believe that the problems have to do with il-
legal immigration, internal turbulence in various
countries, and even, unfortunately, the problem
of terrorism. And I think that there’s a lot of syn-
ergies that we can have together in order to try
and solve as much as we can those problems, in-
cluding, as you said, the problem of Cyprus,
which after the new proposals of the Greek Pres-
ident, opens up a window of opportunity as long
as we always, as I said, abide by the international
laws and the decisions of the United Nations.

I would also like to say that I told the President
that we have found huge energy resources in a
critical region. Cyprus, Israel, and Greece can re-
align those resources in order to be able to satisfy
the European demand, especially for natural gas. 

And last but not least, I told the President
that we will try to do as much as we can during
the Greek Presidency in the first semester of

able to conclude the Transatlantic Trade a
vestment Partnership, which I think is ve
portant. Because, as you know, Mr. Pre
Europe and the U.S. together in this tra
count, as you’ve said before, more than 5
cent of the world’s GDP. And therefore, 
portant, especially for Europe, to liberali
potential and create new jobs because I
jobs for everyone is the number-one prior
pecially to our youth, because everything 
doing has to do with our younger generati

Again, I want to thank you very, very
for this meeting, and I’m very glad I’m h

President Obama. Thank you.

Russia

Q. Why not meet with Putin, sir?
Q. Is the reset over?

[At this point, several other reporters s
questions.]

President Obama. Guys, I’m going to be
a press conference tomorrow, so why do
ask that question tomorrow? Thank you, gu

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:48 p.m.
Oval Office at the White House. In 
marks, Prime Minister Samaras refer
President Karolos Papoulias of Greece.
porter referred to President Vladimir 
mirovich Putin of Russia.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emerg
With Respect to Export Control Regulations
August 8, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within the 90-day period prior to the anni-
versary date of its declaration, the President
publishes in the Federal Register and transmits

to the Congress a notice stating that the
gency is to continue in effect beyond the
versary date. In accordance with this pro
I have sent to the Federal Register for p
tion the enclosed notice, stating that the
gency caused by the lapse of the Expo
ministration Act of 1979, as amended
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continue in effect for 1 year beyond August 17,
2013. 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
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tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendi
the end of this volume.

Remarks on Signing the Bipartisan Student Loan Certainty Act of 2013
August 9, 2013

The President. Well, before I sign this, I just
want to say thank you to this extraordinary co-
alition that helped make this signing possible. I
want to thank Chairman Kline, all the Mem-
bers of both House and Senate from both par-
ties that came together to design a sensible,
commonsense approach to keeping student in-
terest rates at a reasonable level so that young
people have a better opportunity to go to col-
lege, get the education that they need, not only
to better their own lives, but also to strengthen
the country’s economy.

And I want to thank the advocates, including
some of the young people I suspect will be
benefiting from lower student loans—or lower
student loan interest rates, because without
their voice, without their participation, we
probably would not have gotten this bill done.

Last point I’ll make, and I suspect the Sena-
tors and Congressmen behind me will agree
with this, even though we’ve been able to stabi-
lize the interest rates on student loans, our job’s
not done, because the cost of college remains
extraordinarily high. It’s out of reach for a lot of
folks, and for those who do end up attending
college, the amount of debt that young people
are coming out of school with is a huge burden
on them. It’s a burden on their families. It
makes it more difficult for them to buy a home.
It makes them more difficult—more difficult
for them if they want to start a business. It has a
depressive effect on the economy overall. And
we’ve got to do something about it.

So I’m going to be looking forward to engag-
ing this same coalition to see if we can contin-

ue to take additional steps to reform our 
education system, and I’ll have some
things to say about that in the weeks to c

But for now, I want to celebrate what 
complished here and again thank eve
here for their leadership in getting it don

[At this point, the President signed the b

Those of you who haven’t seen me d
before—[laughter]—it is a real art 
[Laughter] 

Representative John P. Kline. Than
Mr. President, with your help on this iss

Senator Richard J. Durbin. I rememb
90-minute seminar in this office. [Laugh

The President. It was very interesting.
Sen. Durbin. You won’t hear from—[inau
The President. Yes. It feels good signin

though; I haven’t done this in a while. [L
ter] Hint, hint. Hint, hint. [Laughter] 

Rep. Kline. How about a budget, Mr.
dent? 

The President. There you go. That’
I’m talking about. 

All right, thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:21 p.m.
Oval Office at the White House. In his re
he referred to Rep. Kline, in his capa
chairman of the House Committee on E
tion and the Workforce. H.R. 1911, app
August 9, was assigned Public Law
113–28.
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The President. Good afternoon, everybody.
Please have a seat. 

Over the past few weeks, I’ve been talking
about what I believe should be our number-
one priority as a country: building a better bar-
gain for the middle class and for Americans
who want to work their way into the middle
class. And at the same time, I’m focused on my
number-one responsibility as Commander in
Chief, and that’s keeping the American people
safe. And in recent days, we’ve been reminded
once again about the threats to our Nation.

As I said at the National Defense University
back in May, in meeting those threats, we have
to strike the right balance between protecting
our security and preserving our freedoms. And
as part of this rebalancing, I called for a review
of our surveillance programs. Unfortunately,
rather than an orderly and lawful process to
debate these issues and come up with appro-
priate reforms, repeated leaks of classified in-
formation have initiated the debate in a very
passionate, but not always fully informed way.

Now, keep in mind that as a Senator, I ex-
pressed a healthy skepticism about these pro-
grams, and as President, I’ve taken steps to
make sure they have strong oversight by all
three branches of Government and clear safe-
guards to prevent abuse and protect the rights
of the American people. But given the history
of abuse by governments, it’s right to ask ques-
tions about surveillance, particularly as tech-
nology is reshaping every aspect of our lives.

I’m also mindful of how these issues are
viewed overseas because American leadership
around the world depends upon the example
of American democracy and American open-
ness. Because what makes us different from
other countries is not simply our ability to se-
cure our Nation, it’s the way we do it: with
open debate and democratic process.

In other words, it’s not enough for me, as
President, to have confidence in these pro-
grams. The American people need to have
confidence in them as well. And that’s why,
over the last few weeks, I’ve consulted Mem-

bers of Congress who come at this issu
many different perspectives. I’ve asked t
vacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board
view where our counterterrorism effor
our values come into tension, and I di
my national security team to be more tra
ent and to pursue reforms of our law
practices.

And so today I’d like to discuss four s
steps—not all inclusive, but some s
steps—that we’re going to be taking very
ly to move the debate forward.

First, I will work with Congress to 
appropriate reforms to section 215 of th
TRIOT Act, the program that collect
phone records. As I’ve said, this program
important tool in our effort to disrupt te
plots. And it does not allow the Governm
listen to any phone calls without a warra
given the scale of this program, I unde
the concerns of those who would worry
could be subject to abuse. So after havin
alogue with Members of Congress and c
ertarians, I believe that there are steps w
take to give the American people add
confidence that there are additional safe
against abuse.

For instance, we can take steps to 
place greater oversight, greater transpa
and constraints on the use of this author
I look forward to working with Congr
meet those objectives.

Second, I’ll work with Congress to im
the public’s confidence in the oversigh
ducted by the Foreign Intelligence S
lance Court, known as the FISC. The
was created by Congress to provide judi
view of certain intelligence activities so
Federal judge must find that our actio
consistent with the Constitution. Howe
build greater confidence, I think we 
consider some additional changes to the

One of the concerns that people raise
a judge reviewing a request from the G
ment to conduct programmatic surve
only hears one side of the story: may til
230-207_Text_.pdf   144 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Aug. 9

917

far in favor of security; may not pay enough at-
tention to liberty. And while I’ve got confi-

coming public. And they will provide an inter-
im report in 60 days and a final report by the
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dence in the court and I think they’ve done a
fine job, I think we can provide greater assur-
ances that the court is looking at these issues
from both perspectives: security and privacy.

So, specifically, we can take steps to make
sure civil liberties concerns have an indepen-
dent voice in appropriate cases by ensuring
that the Government’s position is challenged
by an adversary.

Number three, we can and must be more
transparent. So I’ve directed the intelligence
community to make public as much informa-
tion about these programs as possible. We’ve
already declassified unprecedented informa-
tion about the NSA, but we can go further. So
at my direction, the Department of Justice will
make public the legal rationale for the Govern-
ment’s collection activities under section 215
of the PATRIOT Act. The NSA is taking steps
to put in place a full-time civil liberties and pri-
vacy officer and released information that de-
tails its mission, authorities, and oversight. And
finally, the intelligence community is creating a
website that will serve as a hub for further
transparency, and this will give Americans and
the world the ability to learn more about what
our intelligence community does and what it
doesn’t do, how it carries out its mission, and
why it does so.

Fourth, we’re forming a high-level group of
outside experts to review our entire intelli-
gence and communications technologies. We
need new thinking for a new era. We now have
to unravel terrorist plots by finding a needle in
a haystack of global telecommunications. And
meanwhile, technology has given Govern-
ments, including our own, unprecedented ca-
pability to monitor communications.

So I am tasking this independent group to
step back and review our capabilities, particu-
larly our surveillance technologies. And they’ll
consider how we can maintain the trust of the
people; how we can make sure that there abso-
lutely is no abuse in terms of how these surveil-
lance technologies are used; ask how surveil-
lance impacts our foreign policy, particularly in
an age when more and more information is be-

end of this year so that we can move fo
with a better understanding of how thes
grams impact our security, our privacy, a
foreign policy.

So all these steps are designed to ensu
the American people can trust that our 
are in line with our interests and our 
And to others around the world, I w
make clear once again that America is 
terested in spying on ordinary people. O
telligence is focused, above all, on findi
information that’s necessary to prote
people and, in many cases, protect our a

It’s true, we have significant capab
What’s also true is we show a restrain
many governments around the world
even think to do, refuse to show, and t
cludes, by the way, some of America’s m
cal critics. Now, we shouldn’t forget the
ence between the ability of our Governm
collect information online under strict 
lines and for narrow purposes and the w
ness of some other governments to throw
own citizens in prison for what they say o

And let me close with one add
thought. The men and women of our 
gence community work every single 
keep us safe because they love this count
believe in our values. They’re patriots. 
believe that those who have lawfully 
their voices on behalf of privacy and civi
ties are also patriots who love our count
want it to live up to our highest ideals. So
how we’re going to resolve our differen
the United States: through vigorous pub
bate, guided by our Constitution, with 
ence for our history as a nation of law
with respect for the facts.

So with that, I’m going to take some
tions. And let’s see who we’ve got here.
going to start with Julie Pace of AP.

Russia-U.S. Relations/2014 Winter Olympic
in Sochi, Russia

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I wan
ask about some of the foreign policy 
from the disclosure of the NSA program
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you discussed. Your spokesman said yesterday
that there’s no question that the U.S. relation-

for the United States and, hopefully, good for
Russia as well, but recognizing that there just
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ship with Russia has gotten worse since Vladi-
mir Putin took office. How much of that de-
cline do you attribute directly to Mr. Putin,
given that you seem to have had a good work-
ing relationship with his predecessor? Also,
will there be any additional punitive measures
taken against Russia for granting asylum to Ed-
ward Snowden? Or is canceling the September
summit really all you can do given the host of
issues the U.S. needs Russian cooperation for?
Thank you.

The President. Good. I think there’s always
been some tension in the U.S.-Russian rela-
tionship after the fall of the Soviet Union.
There’s been cooperation in some areas;
there’s been competition in others.

It is true that in my first 4 years, in working
with President Medvedev, we made a lot of
progress. And we got START done—or the
START II done. We were able to cooperate to-
gether on Iran sanctions. They provided us
help in terms of supplying our troops in Af-
ghanistan. We were able to get Russia into the
WTO, which is not just good for Russia, it’s
good for our companies and businesses be-
cause they’re more likely then to follow inter-
national norms and rules. So there’s been a lot
of good work that has been done and that is go-
ing to continue to be done.

What’s also true is, is that when President
Putin—who was Prime Minister when Medve-
dev was President—came back into power, I
think we saw more rhetoric on the Russian side
that was anti-American, that played into some
of the old stereotypes about the cold war con-
test between the United States and Russia.
And I’ve encouraged Mr. Putin to think for-
ward as opposed to backwards on those issues,
with mixed success.

And I think the latest episode is just one
more in a number of emerging differences that
we’ve seen over the last several months around
Syria, around human rights issues, where it is
probably appropriate for us to take a pause, re-
assess where it is that Russia is going, what our
core interests are, and calibrate the relation-
ship so that we’re doing things that are good

are going to be some differences and we
going to be able to completely disguise t

And that’s okay. Keep in mind that alt
I’m not attending the summit, I’ll still be
to St. Petersburg because Russia is hosti
G–20. That’s important business in te
our economy and our jobs and all the
that are of concern to Americans.

I know that one question that’s been
is, how do we approach the Olympics? 
to just make very clear right now, I d
think it’s appropriate to boycott the Oly
We’ve got a bunch of Americans out the
are training hard, who are doing ever
they can to succeed. Nobody is more off
than me by some of the anti–gay and l
legislation that you’ve been seeing in R
But as I said just this week, I’ve spok
against that not just with respect to Russ
a number of other countries where we c
ue to do work with them, but we have a
disagreement on this issue.

And one of the things I’m really looki
ward to is maybe some gay and lesbian a
bringing home the gold or silver or b
which, I think, would go a long way in re
the kind of attitudes that we’re seeing
And if Russia doesn’t have gay or lesbia
letes, then it’s probably making their
weaker. 

Russia-U.S. Relations/Former National S
ty Agency Contractor Edward J. Snowde

Q. Are there going to be any addition
nitive measures for Russia, beyond can
the summit?

The President. Keep in mind that ou
sion to not participate in the summit w
simply around Mr. Snowden. It had to d
the fact that, frankly, on a whole range of
where we think we can make some pr
Russia has not moved. And so we don’t c
er that strictly punitive.

We’re going to assess where the relati
can advance U.S. interests and increase
and stability and prosperity around the 
Where it can, we’re going to keep on w
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with them. Where we have differences, we’re
going to say so clearly. And my hope is, is that

some of our joint concerns around counterter-
rorism are managed effectively, then I think
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over time, Mr. Putin and Russia recognize that
rather than a zero-sum competition, in fact, if
the two countries are working together, we can
probably advance the betterment of both peo-
ples.

Chuck Todd [NBC News].

President Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin of
Russia/Former National Security Agency Con-
tractor Edward J. Snowden

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Given that
you just announced a whole bunch of reforms
based on, essentially, the leaks that Edward
Snowden made on all of these surveillance pro-
grams, is that change—is your mindset
changed about him? Is he now more a whistle-
blower than he is a hacker, as you called him at
one point or somebody that shouldn’t be filed
charges? And should he be provided more pro-
tection? Is he a patriot? You just used those
words. And then just to follow up on the per-
sonal—I want to follow up on a personal——

The President. Okay, I want to make sure
everybody is asking one question; it would be
helpful.

Q. No, I understand. It was a part of a ques-
tion that you didn’t answer. Can you get stuff
done with Russia, big stuff done, without hav-
ing a good personal relationship with Putin?

The President. I don’t have a bad personal
relationship with Putin. When we have conver-
sations, they’re candid, they’re blunt; often-
times, they’re constructive. I know the press
likes to focus on body language, and he’s got
that kind of slouch, looking like the bored kid
in the back of the classroom. But the truth is, is
that when we’re in conversations together, of-
tentimes, it’s very productive. 

So the issue here really has to do with where
do they want to take Russia; it’s substantive on
a policy front. And——

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. No. Right now this is just a

matter of where Mr. Putin and the Russian
people want to go. I think if they are looking
forward into the 21st century and how they can
advance their economy and make sure that

we can work together. If issues are frame
U.S. is for it, then Russia should be aga
or we’re going to be finding ways where 
poke each other at every opportunity
probably, we don’t get as much stuff don

See, now I’ve forgotten your first qu
which presumably was the more imp
one. No, I don’t think Mr. Snowden wa
triot. As I said in my opening remarks, I
for a thorough review of our surveillance
ations before Mr. Snowden made these l

My preference—and I think the Am
people’s preference—would have been
lawful, orderly examination of these l
thoughtful, fact-based debate that woul
lead us to a better place. Because I never
claims that all the surveillance techn
that have developed since the time so
these laws had been put in place som
didn’t require potentially some additio
forms. That’s exactly what I called for.

So the fact is, is that Mr. Snowden’
charged with three felonies. If in fact 
lieves that what he did was right, then, l
ery American citizen, he can come he
pear before the court with a lawyer, and
his case. If the concern was that someho
was the only way to get this information
the public, I signed an Executive orde
before Mr. Snowden leaked this infor
that provided whistleblower protection 
intelligence community for the first tim
there were other avenues available for 
body whose conscience was stirred
thought that they needed to question G
ment actions. 

But having said that, once the leak
happened, what we’ve seen is, inform
come out in dribs and in drabs, som
coming out sideways. Once the informa
out, the administration comes in, tries 
rect the record. But by that time, it’s too
we’ve moved on, and a general impressio
I think, taken hold not only among the A
can public, but also around the worl
somehow we’re out there willy-nill
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sucking in information on everybody and doing
what we please with it.

Chairman of the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System
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Now, that’s not the case. Our laws specifical-
ly prohibit us from surveilling U.S. persons
without a warrant. And there are a whole range
of safeguards that have been put in place to
make sure that that basic principle is abided
by.

But what is clear is that whether because of
the instinctive bias of the intelligence commu-
nity to keep everything very close—and proba-
bly, what’s a fair criticism is my assumption
that if we had checks and balances from the
courts and Congress, that that traditional sys-
tem of checks and balances would be enough
to give people assurance that these programs
were run properly, that assumption, I think,
proved to be undermined by what happened
after the leaks. I think people have questions
about this program.

And so, as a consequence, I think it is im-
portant for us to go ahead and answer these
questions. What I’m going to be pushing the
IC to do is rather than have a trunk come out
here and leg come out there and a tail come
out there, let’s just put the whole elephant out
there so people know exactly what they’re
looking at. Let’s examine what is working,
what’s not, are there additional protections
that can be put in place, and let’s move for-
ward.

And there’s no doubt that Mr. Snowden’s
leaks triggered a much more rapid and pas-
sionate response than would have been the
case if I had simply appointed this review
board to go through, and I had sat down with
Congress, and we had worked this thing
through. It would have been less exciting. It
would not have generated as much press. I ac-
tually think we would have gotten to the same
place, and we would have done so without put-
ting at risk our national security and some very
vital ways that we are able to get intelligence
that we need to secure the country.

Major Garrett [CBS News].

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I’d like
you about this debate that’s playing itself
editorial pages, in the blogosphere, even
Senate Democratic caucus, about the 
you eventually will make of the next F
Reserve Chairman. There is a perc
among Democrats that Larry Summers h
inside track, and perhaps you’ve made
assurances to him about that. Janet Ye
the Vice Chair of the Federal Reserve.
are many women in the Senate who are D
crats who believe that breaking the gla
ing there would be historic and importan

The President. Right.
Q. Are you annoyed by this sort of 

debate? Do you find it any way unseeml
do you believe this will be one of the mo
portant—if not the most important—eco
decisions you’ll make in the remainder o
Presidency?

The President. It is definitely one 
most important economic decisions th
make in the remainder of my Presidenc
Federal Reserve Chairman is not just 
the most important economic policyma
America, it’s—he or she is one of the mo
portant policymakers in the world. An
person presumably will stay on after I’m
dent. So this, along with Supreme Cou
pointments, is probably as important a d
as I make as President.

I have a range of outstanding cand
You’ve mentioned two of them: Mr. Su
and Mr. Yellen—Ms. Yellen. And they’r
terrific people. 

I think the perception that Mr. Su
might have an inside track simply had
with a bunch of attacks that I was hear
Mr. Summers preemptively, which is so
standard Washington exercise that I don
Because when somebody has worked h
me and worked hard on behalf of the Am
people, and I know the quality of those p
and I see them getting slapped around
press for no reason—before they’ve eve
nominated for anything—then I want to
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sure that somebody is standing up for them. I
felt the same way when people were attacking

done that in the White House sometimes.
[Laughter] 
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Susan Rice before she was nominated for any-
thing. So I tend to defend folks who I think
have done a good job and don’t deserve at-
tacks.

But I consider them both outstanding candi-
dates. My main criteria—I’ve stated this be-
fore, but I want to repeat it—my main criteria
for the Fed Reserve Chairman is somebody
who understands they’ve got a dual mandate. A
critical part of the job is making sure that we
keep inflation in check, that our monetary poli-
cy is sound, that the dollar is sound. Those are
all critical components of the job. And we’ve
seen what happens when the Fed’s not paying
attention. We saw, prior to Paul Volcker com-
ing into place, inflation shooting up in ways
that really damaged the real economy.

But the other mandate is full employment.
And right now, if you look at the biggest chal-
lenges we have, the challenge is not inflation;
the challenge is, we’ve still got too many peo-
ple out of work, too many long-term unem-
ployed, too much slack in the economy, and
we’re not growing as fast as we should. And so
I want a Fed Chairman who’s able to look at
those issues and have a perspective that keeps
an eye on inflation, makes sure that we’re not
seeing artificial bubbles in place, but also rec-
ognizes, you know what, a big part of my job
right now is to make sure the economy is grow-
ing quickly and robustly and is sustained and
durable so that people who work hard in this
country are able to find a job.

And I—frankly, I think both Larry Summers
and Janet Yellen are highly qualified candi-
dates. There are a couple of other candidates
who are highly qualified as well. I’ll make the
decision in the fall.

Q. Can you see how the perception of you
defending Larry Summers as vigorously as you
just did and in other quarters leads some to be-
lieve you’ve already made up your mind?

The President. Well, except I just told you I
haven’t. So, Major, I’d defend you if somebody
was saying something that wasn’t true about
you. [Laughter] I really would. In fact, I’ve

Carol Lee [Wall Street Journal]. And,
congratulations on Hudson.

Q. Oh, thank you, Mr. President.
The President. Do you have pictures?
Q. I do. I’ll have to show you those. Ye
The President. Okay, I’m going to h

see them. All right.

National Security Agency’s Electronic S
lance Program

Q. I appreciate you making it a slow
week. [Laughter]

I wanted to ask you about your evolut
the surveillance issues. I mean, part o
you’re talking about today is restoring th
lic trust. And the public has seen you 
from when you were in the U.S. Senate t
And even as recently as June, you sai
these—the process was such that 
should be comfortable with it, and now
saying you’re making these reforms and 
should be comfortable with those. S
should the public trust you on this issue
why did you change your position m
times?

The President. Well, I think it’s impor
say, Carol, first of all, I haven’t evolved
assessment of the actual programs. I 
tently have said that when I came into o
evaluated them. Some of these program
been critical of when I was in the S
When I looked through specifically wh
being done, my determination was that t
programs in particular that had been at
215 and 702, offered valuable intelligen
helps us protect the American peopl
they’re worth preserving. What we als
was that some bolts needed to be tighten
on some of the programs, so we initiated
additional oversight, reforms, complianc
cers, audits, and so forth. 

And if you look at the reports—even t
closures that Mr. Snowden has put forw
all the stories that have been written
you’re not reading about is the Gover
actually abusing these programs and lis
in on people’s phone calls or inapprop
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reading people’s e-mails. What you’re hearing
about is the prospect that these could be

confidence that the law, the checks and balanc-
es of the court and Congress, are sufficient to
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abused. Now, part of the reason they’re not
abused is because these checks are in place
and those abuses would be against the law and
would be against the orders of the FISC.

Having said that, though, if you are outside
of the intelligence community, if you are the
ordinary person and you start seeing a bunch
of headlines saying, U.S.—Big Brother looking
down on you, collecting telephone records, et
cetera, well, understandably, people would be
concerned. I would be too if I wasn’t inside the
Government. 

And so in light of the changed environment
where a whole set of questions have been
raised, some in the most sensationalized man-
ner possible, where these leaks are released,
drip by drip, one a week, to kind of maximize
attention and see if they can catch us at some
imprecision on something; in light of that, it
makes sense for us to go ahead, lay out what
exactly we’re doing, have a discussion with
Congress, have a discussion with industry—
which is also impacted by this—have a discus-
sion with civil libertarians and see, can we do
this better?

I think the main thing I want to emphasize
is, I don’t have an interest and the people at
the NSA don’t have an interest in doing any-
thing other than making sure that where we
can prevent a terrorist attack, where we can get
information ahead of time, that we’re able to
carry out that critical task. We do not have an
interest in doing anything other than that. And
we’ve tried to set up a system that is as failsafe
as so far at least we’ve been able to think of to
make sure that these programs are not abused.

But people may have better ideas, and peo-
ple may want to jigger slightly, sort of, the bal-
ance between the information that we can get
versus the incremental encroachments on pri-
vacy that, if haven’t already taken place, might
take place in a future administration or as tech-
nologies develop further.

And the other thing that’s happening is, is
that as technology develops further, technolo-
gy itself may provide us some additional safe-
guards. So, for example, if people don’t have

give us confidence that Government
snooping, well, maybe we can embed te
ogies in there that prevent the snoopi
gardless of what Government wants to
mean, there may be some technologica
that provide another layer of assurance.

And so those are the kinds of things th
looking forward to having a conve
about.

Q. Can you understand, though, why
people might not trust what you’re sayin
now about wanting to—[inaudible].

The President. No, I can’t.
Q. ——that they should be comfo

with the process?
The President. Well, the fact that I sa

the programs are operating in a way th
vents abuse, that continues to be true, w
the reforms. The question is, how do I
the American people more comfortab
right?

If I tell Michelle that I did the dishes—
granted, in the White House, I don’t 
dishes that much—[laughter]—but back
day—and she’s a little skeptical, well, I
her to trust me, but maybe I need to bri
back and show her the dishes and not ju
her take my word for it.

And so the program is—I am comfo
that the program currently is not being a
I’m comfortable that if the American 
examined exactly what was taking place,
was being used, what the safeguards wer
they would say, you know what, these fo
following the law and doing what th
they’re doing.

But it is absolutely true that with the 
sion of technology—this is an area that’
ing very quickly—with the revelation
have depleted public trust, that if the
some additional things that we can do to
that trust back up, then we should do the

Jonathan Karl [ABC News].

Al Qaida Terrorist Organization

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You ha
that core Al Qaida has been decimated, 
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leaders are on the run. Now that we’ve seen
this terror threat that has resulted in Embas-

we can do is to weaken it and to strengthen our
partnerships in such a way that it does not pose
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sies closed throughout the Arab world, much
of Africa, do you still believe that Al Qaida has
been decimated? And if I can ask in the inter-
est of transparency, can you tell us about these
drone strikes that we’ve seen over the last cou-
ple of weeks in Yemen?

The President. What I said in the same Na-
tional Defense University speech back in May
that I referred to earlier is that core Al Qaida is
on its heels, has been decimated. But what I al-
so said was that Al Qaida and other extremists
have metastasized into regional groups that can
pose significant dangers.

And I’d refer you back to that speech just
back in May, where I said specifically that al-
though they are less likely to be able to carry
out spectacular homeland attacks like 9/11,
they have the capacity to go after our Embas-
sies. They have the capacity, potentially, to go
after our businesses. They have the capacity to
be destabilizing and disruptive in countries
where the security apparatus is weak. And
that’s exactly what we are seeing right now.

So it’s entirely consistent to say that this
tightly organized and relatively centralized Al
Qaida that attacked us on 9/11 has been bro-
ken apart and is very weak and does not have a
lot of operational capacity and to say we still
have these regional organizations like AQAP
that can pose a threat, that can drive potential-
ly a truck bomb into an Embassy wall and can
kill some people.

And so that requires us then to make sure
that we have a strategy that is strengthening
those partners so that they’ve got their own ca-
pacity to deal with what are potentially man-
ageable regional threats if these countries are a
little bit stronger and have more effective CT
and so forth. It means that we’ve got to contin-
ue to be vigilant and go after known terrorists
who are potentially carrying out plots or are
going to strengthen their capacity over time,
because they’re always testing the boundaries
of, well, maybe we can try this, maybe we can
do that. 

But this is a ongoing process. We are not go-
ing to completely eliminate terrorism. What

the kind of horrible threat that we saw o
And I’m not going to discuss specific 

tions that have taken place. Again, 
speech in May, I was very specific abou
we make these determinations about po
lethal strikes, so I would refer you t
speech.

Q. So you won’t even confirm that w
ried out drone strikes in Yemen?

The President. I will not have a disc
about operational issues.

Ed Henry [Fox News].
Q. I hope you would defend me as we
The President. I would.

2012 Attack on the U.S. Mission in Bengha
ya/Patient Protection and Affordable Care 

Q. Okay, thank you. I want to ask you
two important dates that are coming up.
ber 1, you’ve got to implement your sig
health care law. You recently decided o
own to delay a key part of that. And I w
if you pick and choose what parts of the
implement, couldn’t your successor dow
road pick and choose whether they’ll 
ment your law and keep it in place?

And on September 11, we’ll have th
anniversary of Benghazi. And you said o
tember 12, “Make no mistake, we’ll br
justice the killers who attacked our peop

The President. Yes.
Q. Eleven months later, where are the
The President. Well, I also said that w

bin Laden, and I didn’t get him in 11 m
So we have informed, I think, the publ
there’s a sealed indictment. It’s sealed
reason. But we are intent on capturing
who carried out this attack, and we’re go
stay on it until we get them.

Q. And you’re close to having susp
custody?

The President. I will leave it at that. B
remains a top priority for us. Anybody w
tacks Americans, anybody who kills, tra
four Americans who were serving us in
dangerous place, we’re going to do ever
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we can to get those who carried out those at-
tacks.

insurance, that it leaves them vulnerable. That
doesn’t exist.
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With respect to health care, I didn’t simply
choose to delay this on my own. This was in
consultation with businesses all across the
country, many of whom are supportive of the
Affordable Care Act, but—and who—many of
whom, by the way, are already providing health
insurance to their employees but were con-
cerned about the operational details of chang-
ing their HR operations, if they’ve got a lot of
employees, which could be costly for them,
and them suggesting that there may be easier
ways to do this.

Now, what’s true, Ed, is, is that in a normal
political environment, it would have been easi-
er for me to simply call up the Speaker and say,
you know what, this is a tweak that doesn’t go
to the essence of the law—it has to do with, for
example, are we able to simplify the attestation
of employers as to whether they’re already pro-
viding health insurance or not—it looks like
there may be some better ways to do this; let’s
make a technical change to the law. That
would be the normal thing that I would prefer
to do. 

But we’re not in a normal atmosphere
around here when it comes to, quote, unquote,
“Obamacare.” We did have the executive au-
thority to do so, and we did so. But this doesn’t
go to the core of implementation. Let me tell
you what is the core of implementation that’s
already taken place. As we speak, right now,
for the 85 percent of Americans who already
have health insurance, they are benefiting
from being able to keep their kid on their plan
if their kid is 26 or younger. That’s benefiting
millions of young people around the country,
which is why lack of insurance among young
people has actually gone down. That’s in large
part attributable to the steps that we’ve taken.

You’ve got millions of people who have re-
ceived rebates, because part of the Affordable
Care Act was to say that if insurance company
isn’t spending 80 percent of your premium on
your health care, you get some money back.
And lo and behold, people have been getting
their money back. It means that folks who have
been bumping up with lifetime limits on their

Seniors have been getting discounts o
prescription drugs. That’s happening
now. Free preventive care: mammo
contraception. That’s happening right 
met a young man today on a bill signing
doing with the student loan bill who ca
to me and said thank you—he couldn’
been more than 25, 26 years old—thank
have cancer, thanks to the Affordable
Act, working with the California prog
was able to get health care, and I’m now
mission. And so right now people are a
benefiting. 

Now, what happens on October 1,
days, is for the remaining 15 percent 
population that doesn’t have health insu
they’re going to be able to go on a web
call up a call center and sign up for affor
quality health insurance at a signif
cheaper rate than what they can get righ
on the individual market. And if even wi
er premiums they still can’t afford it, we
ing to be able to provide them with a tax
to help them buy it. And between Octo
into March, there will be an open enro
period in which millions of Americans f
first time are going to be able to get affo
health care.

Now, I think the really interesting qu
is, why it is that my friends in the othe
have made the idea of preventing these 
from getting health care their holy grai
number-one priority? The one unifying 
ple in the Republican Party at the mom
making sure that 30 million people don
health care and, presumably, repeali
those benefits I just mentioned: kids stay
their parent’s plan; seniors getting discou
their prescription drugs; I guess a ret
lifetime limits on insurance; people with
isting conditions continuing to be blocke
being able to get health insurance.

That’s hard to understand as an agend
is going to strengthen our middle class. A
they used to say, well, we’re going to rep
with something better. There’s not even
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tense now that they’re going to replace it with
something better. 

Jessica Yellin [CNN].
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Speak-
Q. So it sounds like——
The President. The notion is simply that

those 30 million people, or the 150 million who
are benefiting from the other aspects of Af-
fordable Care, will be better off without it.
That’s their assertion, not backed by fact, not
backed by any evidence. It’s just become an
ideological fixation.

Well, I tell you what: They’re wrong about
that. There is no doubt that in implementing
the Affordable Care Act, a program of this sig-
nificance, there are going to be some glitches.
No doubt about it. There are going to be things
where we say, you know what, we should have
thought of that earlier. Or this would work a
little bit better. Or this needs an adjustment.
That was true of Social Security. That was true
of Medicare. That was true of the Children’s
Health Insurance Program. That was true of
the prescription drug program, Part D, that
was rolled out by a Republican President and
supported by Republicans who are still in the
House of Representatives. That’s true, by the
way, of a car company rolling out a new car. It’s
true of Apple rolling out the new iPad.

So you will be able to, whenever you want
during the course of the next 6 months and
probably the next year, find occasions where
you say: “Aha, you know what, that could have
been done a little bit better.” Or, “That thing,
they’re kind of making an administrative
change; that’s not how it was originally thought
this thing was going to work.” Yes, exactly. Be-
cause our goal is to actually deliver high-quali-
ty, affordable health care for people and to re-
form the system so costs start going down and
people getting—start getting a better bang for
the buck. And I make no apologies for that.

And let me just make one last point about
this. The idea that you would shut down the
Government unless you prevent 30 million
people from getting health care is a bad idea.
What you should be thinking about is, how can
we advance and improve ways for middle class
families to have some security so that if they
work hard, they can get ahead, and their kids
can get ahead.

Federal Government Shutdown/Patient P
tion and Affordable Care Act

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. And fol
on what you just said, Republicans 
House might give you that choice soon
ther allow the Government to shut down
Obamacare defunded. Would you choos
the Government shut down to ensur
Obamacare remains funded?

The President. Well, I’m not going to e
in hypotheticals. I can tell you that the A
can people would have difficulty under
ing why we would weaken our econom
down our Government, shut down vital 
es, have people who are not getting pai
then can’t go to restaurants or shop for c
or all the other things that we’re doing
because Republicans have determine
they don’t want to see these folks get 
care.

Again, they used to say they had a re
ment. That never actually arrived, ri
mean, I’ve been hearing about this wh
place thing for 2 years; now I just don
about it, because basically, they don’t h
agenda to provide health insurance to 
at affordable rates. And the idea th
would shut down the Government at 
when the recovery is getting some tr
where we’re growing, although not as 
we need to; where the housing market is
ering, although not as fast as we woul
that we would precipitate another crisis h
Washington that no economist thinks is 
idea—I’m assuming that they will not ta
path. I have confidence that common se
the end, will prevail.

Q. And if they do, sir, you will have to
that choice?

The President. We’ll see what ha
We’ve got a couple of months.

Federal Budget

Q. When’s the last time you spoke to 
er Boehner about the budget?
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The President. Fairly recently, yes. Probably
right before they left.

niors out of poverty, but there are still some
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Okay. Scott Horsley [NPR].

Immigration Reform

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Part of the po-
litical logic behind immigration reform was the
strong showing by Latino voters last Novem-
ber. 

The President. Yes.
Q. That doesn’t seem to resonate with a lot

of House Republicans who represent over-
whelmingly White districts. What other politi-
cal leverage can you bring to bear to help move
a bill in the House?

The President. Well, we’ve got an economic
report that shows that our economy would be a
trillion dollars stronger if we get immigration
reform done. We’ve got evidence that our
housing market would be stronger if immi-
grants are in a situation in which, having paid a
fine, having paid back taxes, that they now have
the ability to actually enter into the housing
market. We’ve got strong evidence that our
technological and research edge would be bet-
ter if we get immigration reform done.

We know that the Senate bill strengthens
border security, puts unprecedented resources
on top of the unprecedented resources I’ve al-
ready put into border security. So if your main
priority is border security, I’d think you’d want
to vote for this bill. We know that the Senate
bill creates a system in which employers are
held accountable for when they hire undocu-
mented workers. This is something that people
say is a bad thing. I agree. Let’s make sure that
that system for holding employers accountable
is in place.

So when I hear the opposition to immigra-
tion reform, I just run through the list of things
they’re concerned about, I look at what the
Senate bill does, and I say to myself, you know
what, the Senate bill actually improves the sit-
uation on every issue that they say they’re con-
cerned about.

Now, what they may argue is, it doesn’t
solve the problem a hundred percent. I don’t
know a law that solves a problem a hundred
percent. Social Security lifted millions of se-

ing Rights Act drastically reduced discr
tion in America, but there’s still discrimi
That doesn’t make them bad laws; it just 
that there are very few human problem
are a hundred percent solvable.

So what I see right now is a strong bip
vote coming out of the Senate. I think th
Speaker and others have said they need
something, and I’d urge, when they ge
to do something. Put forward a bill that 
opportunity to actually pass. It may not b
cisely what’s in the Senate bill. My pref
would be for them to go ahead and c
Senate bill. But if they’ve got some add
ideas, I think the Senate is happy to co
them. And get that bill on the floor, pu
for a vote.

I am absolutely certain that the votes 
Senate bill, which strengthens border se
demands responsibility from undocum
workers to pay a fine—pay a penalty and
the back of the line, reforms our legal im
tion system, holds employers accountabl
absolutely confident that if that bill was 
floor of the House, it would pass.

So the challenge right now is not tha
aren’t a majority of House Members, jus
majority of Senate Members, who aren
pared to support this bill. The problem is
nal Republican caucus politics. And that
the American people don’t want us to b
rying about. Don’t worry about your Wa
ton politics, solve problems.

And this is one where you’ve actua
some pretty broad consensus. I don’t kn
issue where you’ve got labor, the Cham
Commerce, evangelicals, student group
name it, supportive of a bill. Let’s get it
all right?

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference
at 3:09 p.m. in the East Room at the 
House. In his remarks, the President re
to former National Economic Council 
tor Lawrence H. Summers; National S
Adviser Susan E. Rice, in her former ca
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as U.S. Permanent Representative to the Unit-
ed Nations; Hudson A. Lee, son of Wall Street

the Al Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
terrorist organization. A reporter referred to

. “Jay”
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Journal reporter Carol E. Lee; and former
President George W. Bush. He also referred to

White House Press Secretary James F
Carney.

The President’s Weekly Address
August 10, 2013

For the past few weeks, I’ve been visiting
folks across America to talk about what we
need to do as a country to secure a better bar-
gain for the middle class.

I’ve been laying out my ideas for how we can
build on the cornerstones of what it means to
be middle class in America: a good job, a good
education, affordable health care when you get
sick, a secure retirement even if you’re not
rich, and the chance to own your own home.

This week, I went to Arizona and California,
two of the States hit hardest when the housing
bubble burst, triggering the recession. All
across the country, millions of responsible
Americans were hurt badly by the reckless ac-
tions of others: Home values plummeted, con-
struction workers were laid off, and many fam-
ilies lost their homes.

Over the past 4 years, we’ve worked to help
millions of responsible homeowners get back
on their feet. And while we’re not where we
need to be yet, our housing market is begin-
ning to heal. Housing prices and sales are ris-
ing. Construction is up. Foreclosures are
down. Millions of families have come up for air
because they’re no longer underwater on their
mortgages.

Now we have to build on this progress. Con-
gress should give every American the chance to
refinance at today’s low rates. We should help
more qualified families get a mortgage and buy
their first home. We should get construction
workers back on the job rebuilding communi-
ties hit hardest by the crisis. And we should
make sure that folks who don’t want to buy a
home have a decent, affordable place to rent.

As home prices rise, we have to turn the
page on the bubble-and-burst mentality that

created this mess and build a housing 
that’s rock solid and rewards responsibi
generations to come. That means w
down the companies known as Fanni
and Freddie Mac, making sure private 
plays a bigger role in the mortgage mark
ending the era of expecting a bailout afte
pursuit of profit puts the whole country 
We need to preserve access to safe and 
mortgages like the 30-year, fixed-rate
gage. We need to keep laying down rules
road that protect homeowners when 
making the biggest purchase of their live
finally, Congress needs to confirm Mel W
be our Nation’s top housing regulator 
he can protect consumers and help respo
lenders provide credit.

No program or policy will solve all the
lems of a multitrillion-dollar housing m
and it will take time to fully recover. Bu
work together, we can make a home a 
of pride and middle class security again.
Washington is willing to set aside politi
focus on what really matters, we can reb
economy where if you work hard, you c
ahead.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 5:35 p.m. on August 9 in the Stat
ing Room at the White House for broad
August 10. In the address, the Preside
ferred to Rep. Melvin L. Watt in his capa
Director-designate of the Federal Hous
nance Agency. The transcript was made
able by the Office of the Press Secret
August 9, but was embargoed for releas
6 a.m. on August 10. 
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Remarks to the Disabled American Veterans National Convention in
Orlando, Florida

he end
 of the

d with
le, but
t it be
 battle
 since,
u, you
Desert
 to the
t year,
zed in
n our
s Dis-

age in
ravery
ight to
is may
 rather
y what
a with

ou can
terans
 coun-
n arm,
 up a
 lost a
es and
st Na-

 spoke
ife will
an you
e sec-
ound-
hey’ve
 com-
tor to
, after
I think
out to
mbing
928

August 10, 2013

Hello, DAV! Thank you so much. Thank
you. Everybody, please have a seat. Do we
have an extraordinary First Lady? So I—we
will be celebrating our 21st anniversary in Oc-
tober. The first time I saw her, I knew she was
something special. [Laughter] She was a little
more skeptical about me. [Laughter] But per-
sistence is the key. You just got to stay on it.
Eventually, you can marry up. [Laughter]

To Michelle and Jill Biden and Joining
Forces, we are so proud of the work you’ve
done to help rally America around military
families and veterans. I’m inspired by what
they are doing. So thank you, Michelle, for
your extraordinary work.

DAV, I was proud to join at your convention
3 years ago. It is wonderful to be back. I want
to thank your national commander. Larry Pol-
zin, thank you so much to the entire leadership
team, Joe Johnston, Marc Burgess, Donna Ad-
ams; all the incredible spouses and families of
the DAV Auxiliary. I want to thank Barry Jen-
ichoski—Jesinoski. [Laughter] I’ve got it.
[Laughter] They used to mispronounce
Obama too. [Laughter] I want to thank Barry
and your great team in Washington.

Disabled American Veterans, like all veter-
ans, you carry in your hearts the story of brave
service that took you to every corner of the
Earth. As young men and women, you left
home, left everything and everyone you ever
knew because storm clouds gathered far across
the sea. You had your whole lives ahead of you,
but you were willing to risk all of it for this land
that we love. Because you know, from hard ex-
perience, what we must never forget: Our
country endures because in every generation
there are Americans like you who stand beside
her and guide her and protect her.

You fought across the Pacific, island by is-
land. You fought into the heart of Europe, mile
by mile, freeing millions from fascism. That’s
your legacy as veterans of the Second World
War. You held the line at the Pusan Perimeter
and survived the bitter cold of the Chosin Res-

ervoir. And on this 60th anniversary of t
of that war, we salute all of our veterans
Korean war.

To our Vietnam veterans, you serve
valor not just in the thick of the jung
through intense urban combat. And le
remembered that you won every major
that you fought in. And so in the decades
whenever our country has needed yo
said, “Send me”—from the sands of 
Storm to the mountains of the Balkans
villages of Afghanistan and Iraq. And nex
your profound sacrifice will be recogni
the heart of our Nation’s Capital whe
country dedicates the American Veteran
abled for Life Memorial.

That memorial will honor your cour
war. But it will also pay tribute to your b
in the other battle you have fought: the f
recover from the wounds of war. And th
be your greatest triumph of all. Because
than being defined by what you lost, b
you can’t do, you’ve inspired Americ
what you can do.

And maybe you lost your sight, but y
still see the truth that our disabled ve
make extraordinary contributions to our
try every single day. Maybe you lost a
but you still have the strength to pick
friend or neighbor in need. Maybe you
leg, but you still stand tall for the valu
freedoms that make America the greate
tion on Earth.

I think of the wounded warrior who
for so many of you when he said, “Your l
never be the same, but that doesn’t me
can’t go on to do amazing things with th
ond chance you were given.” I think of w
ed warriors across America and how t
used that second chance: volunteering in
munities; building homes; being a men
local kids; showing up after tornadoes
Hurricane Sandy, to help folks rebuild. 
of the wounded warriors who reached 
the survivors of the Boston Marathon bo
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with the example of their own recovery and
with a simple message: “We stand with you.”

the kind of spirit the DAV represents. Thank
you, Timothy, for your outstanding service and
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I think of all the inspiring wounded warriors
that Michelle and I have met: their resilience,
their resolve, their determination to push
through and to carry on. That’s the fighting
spirit of our wounded warriors. That’s the spirit
of DAV, dedicated not just to your own recov-
ery, but to taking care of each other. Every
day, you work to ensure that America is fulfill-
ing its promises to our men and women who
have served. That’s your mission. And I want
you to know it is my mission too.

I believe that this work is more important
than ever, because this time of war that we’ve
been in is coming to an end. For nearly 12
years—ever since we were attacked on that
clear September morning—our Nation has
been at war. Our fight in Afghanistan is now
America’s longest war. At the same time, our
troops fought courageously in Iraq for 9 long
years. And among us today are proud veterans
of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Now we’ve marked another milestone in Af-
ghanistan: As of this past June, Afghan forces
have taken the lead for security across their en-
tire country. So instead of leading the fight, our
troops now have a different mission: support-
ing Afghan forces. Our war in Afghanistan has
entered the final chapter. More of our troops
are coming home. This winter, we’ll be down
to 34,000. By the end of next year, the transi-
tion will be complete. Afghans will take full re-
sponsibility for their security, and our war in
Afghanistan will be over.

For this progress, we thank all who have
served in Afghanistan, including DAV mem-
bers here today. Just a few I want to mention.
We salute folks like Timothy Duke. Where’s
Timothy? Right here. In the early days of the
war, Timothy’s helicopter unit served in some
of the most remote parts of Afghanistan. On
another tour, in Iraq, his convoy was hit by an
IED. He endured three spinal surgeries. Then
he went to school on the post-9/11 GIbill. To-
day, he is helping at the DAV, helping veterans
and their families access their benefits. That’s

work.
We salute Staff Sergeant Jacare H

Where’s Jacare? In Iraq, she was hit by
three times. She’s endured surgeries, re
which continue to this day—but she refu
stop serving. She deployed again to Af
stan. As a logistics specialist, she served
ward operating bases, keeping them ru
flying between bases, getting shot at alo
way. At those remote outposts, she was
the only woman on base. She proudly
the Combat Action Badge. But her 
hasn’t stopped. So here at DAV, she co
others as they recover. “Helping [the]* 
is what I’m about.” That’s what she say
we are grateful to you, Jacare, for your e
dinary service.

And we salute Jason Hassinger. Wher
son? Right here. When Jason’s unit w
bushed and pinned down, he was hit five
in the chest. But he pushed on, helped le
men to safety, for which he earned the
Star. After months of care and rehab, 
turned to his unit: going out on patrol, g
his teeth through the pain in his chest. A
day, at DAV, Jason helps his fellow vets
the benefits that they have earned. It 
job” to “help people heal.” That’s what
says. Thank you.

So Timothy, Jacare, Jason, they’re just
ples of all who have served in these ye
war, the 9/11 generation. And now you
ginning the next chapter in your lives we
proud new title: veteran of the United
Armed Forces. So this time of war m
coming to an end, but the job of caring 
veterans goes on, and our work caring f
newest veterans has only just begun.

I mean, think about it: We lost the last
an of the First World War 2 years ago, 
still care for the children of our World
veterans. To this day, we still help care fo
dren of men who fought in the Spanish-A
can War, even the daughter of a Civil W
eran. So when we talk about fulfillin

 * White House correction.
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promises to all who serve, we’re not just talking
about a few years, we’re talking about decades,

for you to get the VA care you need as well, re-
gardless of the war that you served in.
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for as long as you and your families walk this
Earth.

With a new generation joining your ranks, I
believe that now is the time to make sure our
Nation is truly ready: organized and structured
to get this right: not just for this year, not just
for next year, but for decades to come; not just
for the veterans of today’s wars, but for all
wars. And I believe we need to focus on five
key priorities.

Number one, we need to make sure we’ve
got the resources, the budgets our veterans de-
serve. Since I took office, we’ve made historic
investments in our veterans. Even in these
tough fiscal times, we’ve boosted the VA bud-
get by more than 40 percent. We now budget
for veterans health care a year in advance. And
I’ve proposed a further increase in veterans
funding for next year.

Now, some of you may be aware, right now
we’ve got these reckless, across-the-board bud-
get cuts called the sequester that’s hitting a lot
of folks hard. And it’s cost jobs. It’s hurting our
military, slashing investments in education and
science and medical research. I made it clear
that your veterans benefits are exempt from
this year’s sequester. I’ve made that clear. But
I want to tell you: Going forward, the best way
to protect the VA care you have earned is to
get rid of this sequester altogether. Congress
needs to come together and agree on a respon-
sible plan that reduces our deficits and keeps
our promises to our veterans and keeps our
promises to future generations. That’s what
I’m fighting for. That’s what you deserve.

Number two, we need to make sure you’re
getting the veterans health care you’ve been
promised. We’re already making record invest-
ments: more outreach, more clinics, more ser-
vice. For our Vietnam vets, we made sure that
you and your families finally got the disability
pay you deserve because of your exposure to
agent orange. For our Desert Storm veterans,
we made it easier for you to get the care you
need for illnesses connected to your service.
For our veterans with PTSD, we made it easier

For our women’s veterans—and the
more of you than ever—we’re offering
tailored care, more clinics just for w
more clinicians trained to treat you w
spect and dignity. So all told, we’ve ma
health care available to more than 2 m
veterans who didn’t have it before.

I’ve proposed more funding for pros
for our disabled vets to help you work an
and run again. And for you—the care
and families—we’re going to keep empo
you with the skills and support you need
care for the veterans that you love.

We also need to keep improving 
health services, because we’ve got to en
epidemic of suicide among our veteran
troops. Last year, I said this had to be 
hands-on-deck approach, not just at DO
the VA, but across our Government. I 
an Executive order to step up our gam
we have—hiring more counselors, hiring
mental health providers, new awarenes
paigns—so that those who are hurting
that asking for help is not a sign of wea
it’s a part of staying strong, it’s a part of g
back up. Hundreds of medical and n
schools have committed to improving re
and care for our veterans and their fa
And I’ve proposed more funding for 
health. We can’t just promise better
we’ve actually got to deliver better care.

So today I’m proud to announce th
step in this fight. We’re unveiling a new n
al action plan to guide mental health re
across government, industry, and academ
that we’re going to focus on developing
effective ways to prevent, diagnose, an
mental health conditions like TBI and 
And to get it done, we’re moving ahea
more than $100 million in new resear
I’m not going to be satisfied until every v
and every man and woman in uniform g
support and the help they need to stay st

Now, on the subject of veterans healt
you may have noticed there’s still a lot o
information out there about the new 
care law, Affordable Care Act. Some fo
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out there trying to scare people, including vet-
erans. So let me say this as plainly as I can. If

after years when the backlog kept growing, fi-
nally the backlog is shrinking. In the last 5

rcent.
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you already have health insurance or health
care from the VA, you do not have to do a
thing. Your VA health care does not change. It
is safe. There are no new fees. Don’t let them
hoodwink you.

But the good news is, if you’re among one of
the more than 1 million veterans who don’t
have health insurance, starting October 1,
you’ll have a new option. Online marketplaces
will let you shop and compare and buy private
health insurance plans, just like you can go on-
line to compare prices when you buy a TV or
airplane ticket or a car. And because of the Af-
fordable Care Act, insurance companies will no
longer be able to discriminate against you or
deny you coverage because of preexisting con-
ditions like PTSD. So you’ll have more security
in being able to get health insurance. So don’t
let them fool you. No one is taking away your
benefits. Your veterans health care is safe.
We’re not reducing veterans access to health
care, we’re expanding it. That’s the truth.

And that leads me to the third priority we’ve
got to focus on. We’ve got to attack this claims
backlog. Now, the last time I was with you, I
pledged to cut the backlog, slash those wait
times, deliver your benefits sooner. And I’m
going to be honest with you: It has not moved
as fast as I wanted. Part of it is all these new
veterans in the system who came in: agent or-
ange, PTSD. It means a lot more claims, and
despite additional resources, it’s resulted in
longer waits. And that’s been unacceptable:
unacceptable to me, unacceptable to Secretary
Shinseki.

So we put more of our VA folks to work as
claims processors, we hired more claims pro-
cessors as well. We’ve got them working over-
time, completing more than a million claims a
year. We prioritized the oldest claims. Veter-
ans groups like the DAV have pitched in as
well, helping vets with their claims, getting
them ready so when they bring them, they’re
in better shape, and they can move a little
quicker. And today I can report that we are not
where we need to be, but we’re making prog-
ress. [Applause] We are making progress. So

months alone, it’s down nearly 20 pe
We’re turning the tide.

And we’re not going to let up until we
nate the backlog once and for all. And
keep moving ahead with paperless syste
the backlog doesn’t come back and s
claims are processed right the first tim
time. After years of military service
shouldn’t have to wait for years for the b
you have earned.

Fourth, just like you fought to defen
rights and freedoms, we need to upho
dignity and rights of every veteran. An
starts by keeping up our campaign t
homelessness among veterans. We’re n
bringing our veterans off the streets, we
ing more to reach at-risk and low-incom
so they don’t become homeless in th
place. And we’re not going to rest unti
veteran who has fought for America 
home in America.

Yesterday I was proud to sign into l
Helping Heroes Fly Act, to end those in
airport screenings so you—our wounde
riors and disabled vets, especially those 
with prosthetics—can travel with dignit
I know how disappointing it was last yea
the Senate failed to approve the Disa
Treaty despite the fact that we had a 
Senator and World War II veteran, Bob
in the Senate Chamber. But we’re go
keep fighting to ratify that treaty, becau
United States has always been a leader 
rights of the disabled. We believe that di
Americans like you deserve the same op
nities to work and to study and to travel 
er countries as any other American. I
right thing to do. We need to get it done

Which brings me to the final prior
need to stay focused on, and that’s makin
that our veterans have every opportun
pursue the American Dream, starting w
education and jobs worthy of your ext
nary talents.

With our new transition assistance pr
we’re doing more to help departing s
members and their spouses plan their c
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and find that new job. We’re going to keep
helping our newest veterans and their families

this. And responding to our challenge, working
with Joining Forces, America’s businesses have
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pursue their education under the post-9/11 GI
bill. We’re building on the Executive order I
issued last year to protect you as you go looking
for schools. I said we’re going to stand up
against dishonest recruiting and predatory
practices that target our veterans. So we set
new standards. And so far, more than 6,000
schools across the country have signed on and
pledged to do right by you and your families.
We don’t want our veterans cheated.

I also said that schools need to step up their
support so we’re doing more to help our veter-
ans succeed on campus. So today we’re an-
nouncing what we call 8 Keys to Success, spe-
cific steps that schools can take to truly wel-
come and encourage our veterans. And so far,
more than 250 community colleges and univer-
sities have signed on, and today I’m calling on
schools across America to join us in this effort.
Let’s help our veterans get that degree, get
that credential, and compete for the high-
skilled jobs of tomorrow.

Now, I’m also going to make sure that the
Federal Government keeps doing its part. I’m
very proud of the fact that, since I took office,
Federal departments and agencies have hired
nearly 300,000 veterans, including many dis-
abled veterans. And I’m going to keep calling
on Congress to pass the veterans job corps to
put our veterans to work protecting and re-
building America.

And we’re also doing everything we can to
help you get those private sector jobs: more
help with job searches, more tools like our on-
line jobs bank to connect veterans to jobs that
are open right now, making it easier for you to
transfer your skills to the licenses and creden-
tials you need for civilian jobs. And because
tens of thousands of our veterans have already
been helped, Congress needs to make perma-
nent tax credits for companies that hire our
veterans and wounded warriors. It’s the right
thing to do.

And we’re going to keep urging companies
across America to do the smart thing: hire
some of the best workers you’ll ever find; hire a
vet. Michelle and Jill have done great work on

already hired or trained 290,000 vetera
military spouses, and they’ve committed
ing over 400,000 more. More compan
signing up all the time. We are going 
companies to understand that you can’
better deal than hiring a veteran.

Because of all the efforts I’ve describ
because of a growing economy, vetera
employment is going down, more vetera
finding jobs, and we’re going to keep a
Because with your skills and drive, we
just want you fighting for America overse
want you to be right here, building a st
America, fighting for a better future f
kids.

So ensuring the resources and budge
deserve, delivering on the health car
you’ve earned, making sure you can co
it, continuing to reduce the backlog, st
up for your rights and dignity, creatin
and opportunities so you can realize
dreams—that’s what I’m focused on. 
what I have told my entire administratio
focused on. That’s what our country ne
stay focused for the many years to come.

And nobody knows this better than yo
disabled veterans. The road of recovery
ten such a long haul. And America need
there for you during that long haul. And
the lesson of the extraordinary young 
told you about when I spoke to you 3 yea
an Army Ranger, Sergeant First Class
Remsburg.

A massive IED in Afghanistan nearly
him. He was in a coma for months with 
traumatic brain injury. And I told you the
when I saw him in the hospital, he had co
of the coma, but he still couldn’t spea
when I asked him how he was feeling, he
brought his hand up, and he pulled his 
together, and he gave a thumbs up. Hi
was sitting there with him.

A few days ago, I saw Cory and his 
again, this time in Phoenix, where they l
I wanted to give you an update on how h
ing. I won’t—I suspect it won’t surprise 
know that for Cory, the years since he w
230-207_Text_.pdf   160 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Aug. 15

933

jured have been very hard: brain surgeries, half
a dozen of them; surgeries to replace part of

life that’s worth anything is easy.” But he says, I
don’t “give up.” I don’t give up.
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his skull; eye surgeries; special procedures on
his lungs; skin grafts, skin flaps. All told, dozens
of surgeries and procedures.

Rehab has been grueling. On a typical day,
Cory wakes up and spends hours in therapy:
physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech
therapy. So progress has come slowly, but it
has come. He had to learn the simple things all
over again: how to speak, how to write his
name, how to throw a ball. And this past
spring, he reached another milestone. After
years in the hospital and rehab facilities, he fi-
nally came home, greeted by hundreds of
neighbors and friends waving American flags.

And so when I saw Cory a few days ago, he is
still blind in one eye. He still struggles to move
his left side. But the young man I had seen in
that hospital bed unable to speak, barely able to
move, this time he was in a chair sitting up,
alert, smiling, talking. And then, he wanted to
show me something. And he leaned out of his
chair. And he reached out, and he grabbed his
walker. And with the help of his parents, he
pulled himself forward, and he stood up. And
he looked at me, and he gave me a sharp salute.
And he said, “Rangers lead the way.”

And his stepmom held one arm for balance,
and I held the other. And then, Cory took a step,
then another, and then another one after that,
all the way across the room. Little by little, Cory
is learning to walk again. And he’s starting to get
good on his recumbent bike. He hopes to bike in
a race this fall, 42 miles. He’s scheduled to move
into his own home, adapted to his needs with the
help of a caregiver, another step towards the
greater independence he seeks. And so Cory
says: “My recovery has not been easy. Nothing in

The war in Afghanistan may be endin
for Cory and our disabled vets, the wo
only just begun. Cory is 30 years old. H
covery, like so many of yours, will last 
time. But he won’t give up, because y
ven’t given up. And when it comes to our
to making sure that our Nation is fulfil
promises to the men and women who 
and sacrificed, America cannot give up 
I will not give up. We cannot give up.

So long as I’m the United States Presi
will make it my mission to make sur
America is right there beside you every 
the way, every step with Cory, every ste
the DAV. God bless you. God bless our
ans. God bless the United States of Ame

NOTE: The President spoke at approxima
p.m. in the ballroom of the Hilton Orlan
tel. In his remarks, he referred to Jill T. 
wife of Vice President Joe Biden; Larry 
zin, chairman of the board of directors, 
W. Johnston, national commander, J. Mar
gess, secretary of the board of directors, 
M. Adams, auxiliary national commander
A. Jesinoski, executive director of the Wa
ton, DC, headquarters, and Timothy Du
tional service officer, Disabled American
ans; S. Sgt. Jacare Hogan, USA; Cpl. Jas
Hassinger, USMC; Juanita Tudor L
daughter of Civil War veteran Hugh Tud
Karen Petersen, mother, Ken Remsbu
ther, and Anne Remsburg, stepmother
Sgt. Cory Remsburg. He also referred t
1344, which was approved August 9 a
signed Public Law No. 113–27. The tra
released by the Office of the Press Secre
so included the remarks of the First Lady

Remarks on the Situation in Egypt From Chilmark, Massachusetts
August 15, 2013

Good morning, everybody. I just finished a
discussion with my national security team
about the situation in Egypt, and I wanted to
provide an update about our response to the
events of the last several days.

Let me begin by stepping back for 
ment. The relationship between the U
States and Egypt goes back decades. It’
ed in our respect of Egypt as a nation, 
cient center of civilization, and a corne
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for peace in the Middle East. It’s also rooted in
our ties to the Egyptian people, forged through

tends its condolences to the families of those
who were killed and those who were wounded.
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a longstanding partnership.
Just over 2 years ago, America was inspired

by the Egyptians people desire for change, as
millions of Egyptians took to the streets to de-
fend their dignity and demand a government
that was responsive to their aspirations for po-
litical freedom and economic opportunity. And
we said at the time that change would not
come quickly or easily, but we did align our-
selves with a set of principles: nonviolence, a
respect for universal rights, and a process for
political and economic reform. In doing so, we
were guided by values, but also by interests,
because we believe nations are more stable
and more successful when they’re guided by
those principles as well.

And that’s why we’re so concerned by recent
events. We appreciate the complexity of the
situation. While Muhammad Mursi was elect-
ed President in a democratic election, his Gov-
ernment was not inclusive and did not respect
the views of all Egyptians. We know that many
Egyptians—millions of Egyptians, perhaps
even a majority of Egyptians—were calling for
a change in course. And while we do not be-
lieve that force is the way to resolve political
differences, after the military’s intervention
several weeks ago, there remained a chance for
reconciliation and an opportunity to pursue a
democratic path.

Instead, we’ve seen a more dangerous path
taken through arbitrary arrests, a broad crack-
down on Mr. Mursi’s associations and support-
ers, and now, tragically, violence that’s taken
the lives of hundreds of people and wounded
thousands more.

The United States strongly condemns the
steps that have been taken by Egypt’s interim
Government and security forces. We deplore
violence against civilians. We support universal
rights essential to human dignity, including the
right to peaceful protest. We oppose the pur-
suit of martial law, which denies those rights to
citizens under the principle that security
trumps individual freedom or that might
makes right. And today the United States ex-

And given the depths of our partn
with Egypt, our national security inter
this pivotal part of the world, and our
that engagement can support a transitio
to a democratically elected civilian g
ment, we’ve sustained our commitm
Egypt and its people. But while we w
sustain our relationship with Egypt, our
tional cooperation cannot continue as
when civilians are being killed in the 
and rights are being rolled back.

As a result, this morning we notifi
Egyptian Government that we are can
our biannual joint military exercise whi
scheduled for next month. Going forwar
asked my national security team to asse
implications of the actions taken by the i
Government and further steps that w
take, as necessary, with respect to the
Egyptian relationship.

Let me say that the Egyptian people d
better than what we’ve seen over the last
al days. And to the Egyptian people, let 
the cycle of violence and escalation ne
stop. We call on the Egyptian authorities
spect the universal rights of the peopl
call on those who are protesting to do so 
fully and condemn the attacks that we’v
by protesters, including on churches. W
lieve that the state of emergency should 
ed, that a process of national reconc
should begin, that all parties need to 
voice in Egypt’s future, that the rights of
en and religious minorities should be re
ed, and that commitments must be k
pursue transparent reforms of the Const
and democratic elections of a Parliamen
President.

Pursuing that path will help Egypt me
democratic aspirations of its people, wh
tracting the investment, tourism, and in
tional support that can help it deliver op
nities to its citizens. Violence, on the
hand, will only feed the cycle of polar
that isolates Egyptians from one anoth
from the world and that continues to h
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the opportunity for Egypt to get back on the
path of economic growth.

going to be false starts. There will be difficult
days. America’s democratic journey took us
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Let me make one final point: America can-
not determine the future of Egypt. That’s a
task for the Egyptian people. We don’t take
sides with any particular party or political fig-
ure. I know it’s tempting inside of Egypt to
blame the United States or the West or some
other outside actor for what’s gone wrong.
We’ve been blamed by supporters of Mursi.
We’ve been blamed by the other side, as if we
are supporters of Mursi. That kind of approach
will do nothing to help Egyptians achieve the
future that they deserve.

We want Egypt to succeed. We want a
peaceful, democratic, prosperous Egypt.
That’s our interest. But to achieve that, the
Egyptians are going to have to do the work.

We recognize that change takes time and
that a process like this is never guaranteed.
There are examples in recent history of coun-
tries that are transitioned out of a military gov-
ernment towards a democratic government,
and it did not always go in a straight line, and
the process was not always smooth. There are

through some mighty struggles to perfe
Union.

From Asia to the Americas, we kno
democratic transitions are measured 
months or even years, but sometimes in 
ations. So in the spirit of mutual intere
mutual respect, I want to be clear that A
wants to be a partner in the Egyptian p
pursuit of a better future, and we are gui
our national interest in this longstandin
tionship. But our partnership must al
vance the principles that we believe in an
so many Egyptians have sacrificed for
last several years, no matter what party 
tion they belong to.

So America will work with all those in
and around the world who support a fu
stability that rests on a foundation of 
and peace and dignity.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m
vacation residence.

The President’s Weekly Address
August 17, 2013

Hi, everybody. Over the past few weeks, I’ve
been visiting with Americans across the coun-
try to talk about what we need to do to secure a
better bargain for the middle class.

We need to rebuild an economy that re-
wards hard work and responsibility, an econo-
my built firmly on the cornerstones of middle
class life: good jobs, a good education, a home
of your own, a secure retirement, and quality,
affordable health care that’s there when you
need it.

Right now we’re well on our way to fully im-
plementing the Affordable Care Act. And in
the next few months, we’ll reach a couple mile-
stones with real meaning for millions of Ameri-
cans.

If you’re one of the 85 percent of Americans
who already have insurance, you’ve already got
new benefits and protections under this law
that you didn’t before: free checkups, mammo-

grams, and contraceptive care; discounte
scription medicine on Medicare; the fa
can stay on your parent’s plan until yo
26; and much, much more. And it’s o
you’re not a fan of the Affordable Car
you can take advantage of these things an

If you don’t have insurance, beginn
October 1, private plans will actually co
for your business. You can comparison s
an online marketplace, just like you wo
cell phone plans or plane tickets. You m
eligible for new tax credits to help you
the plan that’s right for you. And if 
among the up to half of all Americans w
been sick or have a preexisting conditio
law means that beginning January 1, ins
companies have to cover you, and the
use your medical history to charge you
than anybody else.
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You can find out more about the law and
how to sign up to buy your own coverage right

Some even say that if you call their office
with questions about the law, they’ll refuse to
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now at healthcare.gov. Tell your friends and
neighbors without insurance about it too. And
tell your kids that there’s a new, easy way to
buy affordable plans specifically tailored to
young people.

Many Members of Congress in both parties
are working hard to inform their constituents
about these benefits, protections, and afford-
able plans. But there’s also a group of Republi-
cans in Congress working hard to confuse peo-
ple and making empty promises that they’ll ei-
ther shut down the health care law or, if they
don’t get their way, they’ll shut down the Gov-
ernment.

Think about that. They’re actually having a
debate between hurting Americans who will no
longer be denied affordable care just because
they’ve been sick and harming the economy
and millions of Americans in the process. And
many Republicans are more concerned with
how badly this debate will hurt them politically
than they are with how badly it’ll hurt the
country.

A lot of Republicans seem to believe that if
they can gum up the works and make this law
fail, they’ll somehow be sticking it to me. But
they’d just be sticking it to you.

help. Call me old fashioned, but that’s
constituent service. And it’s not what y
serve.

Your health insurance isn’t someth
play politics with. Our economy isn’t 
thing to play politics with. This is not a
It’s about the economic security of mill
families.

See, in the States where Governors an
islatures and insurers are working toget
implement this law properly—States lik
fornia, New York, Colorado, and Mary
competition and consumer choice are a
making insurance affordable.

So I’m going to keep doing everything
power to make sure this law works as it
posed to. Because in the United Sta
America, health insurance isn’t a privile
your right. And we’re going to keep it th

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 5:35 p.m. on August 9 in the Stat
ing Room at the White House for broad
August 17. The transcript was made av
by the Office of the Press Secretary on A
16, but was embargoed for release until
on August 17.

Remarks Honoring the 1973 Super Bowl Champion Miami Dolphins
August 20, 2013

The President. Come on over, Coach. Well,
welcome to the White House, everybody.
Please have a seat. Now, it’s mid-August,
which means football is in the air. And I love
baseball, but SportsCenter is better when
you’ve also got some football on there. [Laugh-
ter] College football kicks off next week; NFL
regular season the week after that. And so to-
day, just to whet everybody’s appetite, I am
proud to welcome the only undefeated, untied
team in NFL history to the White House for
the very first time: Give it up for the 1972 Mi-
ami Dolphins!

I know this is a little unorthodox four de-
cades after the fact, but these guys never got

their White House visit after winning 
Bowl VII. I know some of them are 
harder to recognize these days. [Lau
They don’t have the Afros or the mutton
the Fu Manchus. [Laughter] But I want 
ognize and thank, first and foremost, the
standing coach, Coach Shula—the leg
Hall of Fame Coach Shula. I want to tha
owners, Stephen Ross, and I want to than
Robbie and everyone from the Dolphin
nization who helped make this event p
after all this time.

And I know that some people may be
why we’re doing this after all these year
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my answer is simple: I wanted to be the young
guy up here for once. [Laughter]

titles. And with every year, this team’s accom-
plishments just look better and better. They’re
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Former quarterback Bob Griese. That’s
cold. That’s cold.

The President. I did have to explain to my
staff, who mostly are in their early thirties,
what an incredible impact these guys had, in-
cluding on me, when they were playing. These
Dolphins made history back before Super
Bowl champs started visiting the White House.
The first teams didn’t start coming until after
1980. And let’s face it, this is also just a fun
thing to do. I like doing it as President.
[Laughter] I even let the Packers come a cou-
ple of years ago, which was hard to do. [Laugh-
ter] So I decided that it was high time to pay
tribute to the NFL’s only perfect team and to
get Butch and Sundance and the No-Name
Defense in here too.

In 1972, these guys were a juggernaut. They
had a grinding running game that wore oppo-
nents down. They became the first team ever
with two thousand-yard rushers. They had the
league’s best offense. They had the league’s
best defense. They posted three shutouts.
They doubled the score of their opponents
eight times. And they did most of it after their
outstanding Pro Bowl starting quarterback,
Bob Griese, broke his leg in week 5. And that
brought in backup Earl “Old Bones” Morrall—
[laughter]—who unfortunately couldn’t be
here today. As one teammate later said, “Earl
couldn’t run, and he couldn’t throw.” But Earl
could win, and that’s what he and the Dolphins
did again and again and again.

Winning the Super Bowl, however, was not
a foregone conclusion. The Dolphins had to
win in Pittsburgh just to make it there. And
once they did, they still were slight underdogs
to the Redskins in the big game. Plus, they’d
lost in the Super Bowl the year before. People
were stupidly, doubting whether Coach Shula
was going to win the big one. So the pressure
was on leading up to the big game. But the key
to their victory, I am told, is that Csonka put an
alligator in Coach Shula’s shower. [Laughter]

So that loosened everybody up. The Dol-
phins went on to win their first of back-to-back

one of only two teams to play in three s
Super Bowls. Seven players have busts
Hall of Fame. Coach Shula retired with
wins than any coach in NFL history. Ea
every time that perfect record has been
lenged, team after team has fallen short.

But these Dolphins didn’t always g
credit they deserve. Some said that the
had to play 14 regular season games. I’ve
come clean here. A couple a years ago, I 
the ’85 Bears out on the South Lawn. 
also missed their chance to have a 
House visit, and that day I called the
greatest team ever. But, I mean, take it
grain of salt. They’re—[laughter]—the
lost once in their nearly perfect season. 

Former Head Coach Don Shula. Wh
them that year?

The President. It happened to be th
phins. [Laughter]

Former running back Eugene E. “Me
Morris. Thank you again. Thank you aga

The President. So I think you mad
point. [Laughter] Nobody can argue wi
record. Nobody can argue with what all
have gone on to do after you hung u
shoulder pads for the last time. Player
this team have gone on to become a min
mayor, a doctor, a State senator, a high 
counselor, many successful businessmen
Buoniconti helped found the world’s
comprehensive spinal cord research c
Some have dabbled in acting. [Laugh
hear somebody serves up a pretty good T
as well. [Laughter]

So these are all men of accomplishme
character, and it showed on the field a
the field as well. We want to congratulat
them, and we want to make sure that 
remembered for not only the histor
sports fans will always remember, but a
all the countless contributions that t
made in their community as well.

So thank you, again. Congratulation
been a great honor to be here.

All right. There we go.
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[At this point, the President was presented with
a team jersey.]

can look at it and think about the whipping that
we put on that ’85 Bears team. [Laughter]
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Former Coach Shula. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. It’s great to be here, and we feel hon-
ored. It’s been 40 years, but what the hell, we
still feel honored. [Laughter] But when you
look at that, the undefeated team, and we all
signed it, and we want to present you with this.
And even though you were a Bear fan, we un-
derstand, you’ve got to root for somebody,
so—[laughter]. But everybody’s signed this,
the undefeated ’72 Dolphins, and we—this is
something that we hope that you find a good
spot for somewhere in your office or where you

The President. Thank you. Let’s hold
Come on, folks. All right, everybody—
going to strike the podium here? We’ve
get a good picture.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m.
East Room at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to Lawrence R. “B
Csonka, former fullback, James F. “Sun
Kiick, former running back, Nicholas A
niconti, former linebacker, and Timo
Robbie, son of Joe Robbie, former owne
ami Dolphins.

Statement on the Presidential Election in Mali
August 20, 2013

On behalf of the people of the United
States, I congratulate the people of Mali and
President-elect Ibrahim Boubacar Keita on a
successful election on August 11. Through the
interim Government’s management of a
peaceful, inclusive, and credible electoral pro-
cess, and with the extraordinary turnout of the
Malian people, this election has helped restore
Mali’s democratic tradition. We encourage the
candidates and their supporters to accept the

results and to use this election as a foun
for further progress on democracy, n
reconciliation, and addressing the secur
humanitarian crises in the north. The U
States stands with the people and Gover
of Mali as they work to advance peace a
bility in Mali and the region. We look fo
to working closely with the new Gover
to broaden and deepen the ties betwe
two nations.

Remarks at the University at Buffalo, State University of New Yor
Buffalo, New York
August 22, 2013

The President. Hello, Buffalo! Hello, Bulls!
Well, it is good to be back in Buffalo, good to
be back in New York.

I want to begin by making sure we all thank
Silvana for the wonderful introduction. Give
her a big round of applause. Her mom and dad
are here somewhere. Where are they? I know
they’re pretty proud. There they are right
there. Give mom and dad a big round of ap-
plause.

A number of other people I want to ac-
knowledge here: first of all, our Secretary of
Education, Arne Duncan, who’s doing a great
job. One of the finest Governors in the coun-

try, your Governor, Andrew Cuomo is
Your outstanding mayor, Brian Higg
here. Give him a big round of applause.

Audience members. Congressman!
The President. What?
Audience members. The mayor is 

Brown!
The President. Byron Brown. That’

sorry, Byron. Let me—what I meant wa
Congressman, Brian Higgins, is here
mayor, Byron Brown, is here. This is wh
pens when you get to be 52 years old. [L
ter] When I was 51, everything was sm
[Laughter] But your Congressman and
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mayor are doing outstanding work. We just
rode on the bus over from the airport, and they

free to sit down. Get comfortable. [Laughter]
Thank you.
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were telling me that Buffalo is on the move.
That was the story.

A couple other people I want to acknowl-
edge: SUNY Chancellor Nancy Zimpher is
here, doing a great job; University President
Satish Tripathi is here; and we’ve got all the
students in the house. Thank all the students
for being here. Yes!

Now, today is a check-in day at the dorms.
So I want to thank all the students for taking a
few minutes from setting up your futons and—
[laughter]—your minifridges just to come out
here. I hear that the last sitting President to
speak here was Millard Fillmore. And he was
actually chancellor of the university at the
same time, which sounds fun, but I’ve got
enough on my plate. [Laughter] 

So this is our first stop on a 2-day road trip
through New York and Pennsylvania. And after
this, I head to Syracuse to speak—[ap-
plause]—yay, Syracuse—to speak with some
high schoolers. Tomorrow I’m going to visit
SUNY Binghamton and Lackawanna College
in Scranton. But I wanted to start here at Uni-
versity of Buffalo.

And I wanted to do it for two—for a couple
of reasons. First, I know you’re focused on the
future. As I said, talking to the mayor, he was
describing a new medical school and new op-
portunities for the high-tech jobs of tomorrow.
So there’s great work being done at this institu-
tion. I also know that everybody here must be
fearless, because the football team kicks off
against number-two Ohio State next weekend.
Good luck, guys. [Laughter] It’s going to be a
great experience. [Laughter] It’s going to be a
great experience. It could be an upset.

And third, and most importantly, I know
that the young people here are committed to
earning your degree, to helping this university
to make sure that every one of you “finishes in
four”—[applause]—makes sure that you’re
prepared for whatever comes next. And that’s
what I want to talk about here today.

Over the last month, I’ve been visiting towns
across the country, talking about—yes, feel

Audience member. We love you!
The President. I love you too. The—[app
Over the last month, I’ve been out

talking about what we need to do as a c
to make sure that we’ve got a better barg
the middle class and everybody who’s w
hard to get into the middle class: a n
strategy to make sure that everybod
works hard has a chance to succeed 
21st-century economy.

Now, I think all of us here know that 
past 4½   years, we’ve been fighting back 
brutal recession that cost millions of Ame
their jobs and their homes and their s
But what the recession also did was it s
that for too long, we’ve seen an erosion o
dle class security.

So together, we saved the auto indust
gether, we took on a broken health ca
tem. We invested in new technologie
started reversing our addiction to forei
We changed a Tax Code that was tilted 
in favor of the wealthy at the expense of
ing families.

And add it all up, today our businesse
created 7.3 million new jobs over the 
months. We now generate more renewab
ergy than ever before. We sell more 
made in America to the rest of the worl
ever. Health care costs are growing at th
est rate in 50 years. Our deficits are fal
the fastest rate in 60 years. Here in Buffa
Governor and the mayor were describin
a billion dollars in investment, riverfront
changed, construction booming—sig
progress.

So thanks to the grit and the resilie
the American people, we’ve cleared aw
rubble from the financial crisis. We’ve 
to lay the foundation for a stronger, more
ble economic growth.

But as any middle class family will tell
as folks here in Buffalo will tell you—we
where we need to be yet. Because even 
the crisis hit—and it sounded like B
knows something about this—we were
through a decade where a few at the to
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doing better and better, most families were
working harder and harder just to get by. Man-

A higher education is the single best invest-
ment you can make in your future. And I’m
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ufacturing was leaving, jobs moving overseas,
losing our competitive edge. And it’s a struggle
for a lot of folks.

So reversing this trend should be—must
be—Washington’s highest priority. It’s my
highest priority. I’ve got to say, it’s not always
Washington’s highest priority. Because rather
than keeping focus on a growing economy that
creates good middle class jobs, we’ve seen a
faction of Republicans in Congress suggest
that maybe America shouldn’t pay its bills that
have already been run up, that we should shut
down Government if they can’t shut down
Obamacare.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. That won’t grow our econo-

my. That won’t create jobs. That won’t help
our middle class. We can’t afford, in Washing-
ton, the usual circus of distractions and politi-
cal posturing. We can’t afford that right now.

What we need is to build on the corner-
stones of what it means to be middle class in
America, focus on that: a good job with good
wages, a good education, a home of your own,
affordable health care, a secure retirement.
Bread-and-butter, pocketbook issues that you
care about every single day, that you’re think-
ing about every single day. And we’ve got to
create more pathways into the middle class for
folks who are willing to work for it. That’s
what’s always made America great. It’s not just
how many billionaires we produce, but our
ability to give everybody who works hard the
chance to pursue their own measure of happi-
ness. That’s what America is all about.

Now, there aren’t many things that are more
important to that idea of economic mobility—
the idea that you can make it if you try—than a
good education. All the students here know
that. That’s why you’re here. That’s why your
families have made big sacrifices, because we
understand that in the face of greater and
greater global competition, in a knowledge-
based economy, a great education is more im-
portant than ever.

proud of all the students who are makin
investment. And that’s not just me say
Look, right now the unemployment ra
Americans with at least a college deg
about one-third lower than the nationa
age. The incomes of folks who have at 
college degree are more than twice th
Americans without a high school diplom
more than ever before, some form of 
education is the surest path into the m
class.

But what I want to talk about today is
become a barrier and a burden for too
American families, and that is the soarin
of higher education.

This is something that everybody kno
need: a college education. On the other
college has never been more expensive
the past three decades, the average tuiti
public 4-year college has gone up by mor
250 percent—250 percent. Now, a typica
ly’s income has only gone up 16 perce
think about that: Tuition’s gone up 250 p
income gone up 16 percent. That’s a big 

Now, it’s true that a lot of universitie
tried to provide financial aid and work
programs. And so not every student—i
most students are probably not payin
sticker price of tuition. We understan
But what we also understand is that if it’s
up 250 [percent]* and your incomes ar
going up 16 [percent],* at some point, fa
are having to make up some of the diffe
or students are having to make up some
difference, with debt.

And meanwhile, over the past few 
States have been cutting back on their 
education budgets. New York has done
than a lot of States, but the fact is that
been spending more money on prison
money on college. And meanwhile, not e
colleges have been working to figure ou
do we control costs? How do we cut b
costs? So all this sticks it to students, stic

 * White House correction.
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families, but also, taxpayers end up paying a
bigger price.

But even though there’s a great program in
this city, a lot of places, that program doesn’t
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The average student who borrows for col-
lege now graduates owing more than $26,000.
Some owe a lot more than that. And I’m
heard—I’ve heard from a lot of these young
people who are frustrated that they’ve done ev-
erything they’re supposed to do—got good
grades in high school, applied to college, did
well in school—but now they come out,
they’ve got this crushing debt that’s crippling
their self—their sense of self-reliance and their
dreams. And it becomes hard to start a family
and buy a home if you’re servicing a thousand
dollars’ worth of debt every month. It becomes
harder to start a business if you are servicing a
thousand dollars’ worth of debt every month,
right?

And meanwhile, parents, you’re having to
make sacrifices, which means you may be dip-
ping into savings that should be going to your
retirement to pay for your son or daughter’s—
or to help pay for your son or daughter’s—edu-
cation.

So at a time when a higher education has
never been more important or more expensive,
too many students are facing a choice that they
should never have to make: Either they say no
to college and pay the price for not getting a
degree—and that’s a price that lasts a life-
time—or you do what it takes to go to college,
but then you run the risk that you won’t be
able to pay it off because you’ve got so much
debt.

Now, that’s a choice we shouldn’t accept.
And by the way, that’s a choice that previous
generations didn’t have to accept. This is a
country that, early on, made a commitment to
put a good education within the reach of all
who are willing to work for it. And we were
ahead of the curve compared to other coun-
tries when it came to helping young people go
to school.

The folks in Buffalo understand this. And
Mayor Brown was talking about the city of Buf-
falo and the great work that is being done
through the program called Say Yes to make
sure that no child in Buffalo has to miss out on a
college education because they can’t pay for it.

exist. But a generation ago, two gene
ago, we made a bigger commitment. Thi
country that gave my grandfather the cha
go to college on the GI bill after he cam
from World War II. This is the count
helped my mother get through school
raising two kids. Michelle and I, we’r
where we are today because scholarshi
student loans gave us a shot at a great 
tion.

And we know a little bit about trying
back student loans too, because we 
come from a wealthy family. So we each 
ated from college and law school with a 
tain of debt. And even though we go
jobs, we barely finished paying it off just 
I was elected to the U.S. Senate.

Audience member. Wow!
The President. Right? I mean, I was

forties when we finished paying off our
And we should have been saving for Ma
Sasha by that time. But we were still pay
what we had gotten, and we were luck
cause most of the debt was from law 
Our undergraduate debt was not as gre
cause tuition had not started shooting
high.

So bottom line is this: We’ve got a c
terms of college affordability and studen
And over the past 4 years, what we’ve t
do is to take some steps to make college
affordable. So we enacted historic refo
the student loan system so taxpayer 
stopped padding the pockets of big ban
instead helped more kids afford college. 

Because what was happening was t
system, the student loan programs were
through banks; they didn’t have any ri
cause the Federal Government guarante
loans, but they were still taking billions 
lars out of the program. We said, well, le
give the loans directly to the students a
can put more money to helping students

Then, we got—we set up a consumer 
dog. And that consumer watchdog is a
helping students and families navigate 
nancial options that are out there to p
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college without getting ripped off by shady
lenders. And we’re providing more tools and

America, and if we don’t do something about
keeping it within reach, it will create problems

 come.
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resources for students and families to try to fi-
nance college. And if any of you are still trying
to figure out how to finance college, check it
out at studentaid.gov—studentaid.gov.

Then we took action to cap loan repayments
at 10 percent of monthly income for many bor-
rowers who are trying to responsibly manage
their Federal student loan debt. So overall,
we’ve made college more affordable for mil-
lions of students and families through tax cred-
its and grants and student loans that go farther
than they did before. And then, just a few
weeks ago, Democrats and Republicans
worked together to keep student loan rates
from doubling. And that saves typical—and
undergraduates more than $1,500 for this
year’s loans.

So that’s all a good start, but it’s not enough.
The problem is, is that even if the Federal
Government keeps on putting more and more
money in the system, if the cost is going up by
250 percent, tax revenues aren’t going up 250
percent, and so at some point, the Government
will run out of money, which means more and
more costs are being loaded on to students and
their families.

The system’s current trajectory is not sus-
tainable. And what that means is, State legisla-
tures are going to have to step up. They can’t
just keep cutting support for public colleges
and universities. It means—[applause]. That’s
just the truth. Colleges are not going to be able
to just keep on increasing tuition year after
year, and then passing it on to students and
families and taxpayers. Our economy can’t af-
ford the trillion dollars in outstanding student
loan debt, much of which may not get repaid
because students don’t have the capacity to pay
it. We can’t price the middle class and every-
body working to get into the middle class out
of a college education. We’re going to have to
do things differently. We can’t go about busi-
ness as usual.

Because if we do, that will put our younger
generation, our workers, our country at a com-
petitive disadvantage for years. Higher educa-
tion is still the best ticket to upward mobility in

for economic mobility for generations to
And that’s not acceptable.

So whether we’re talking about a 2-ye
gram, a 4-year program, a technical cert
bottom line is, higher education canno
luxury. It’s an economic imperative. 
American family should be able to afford
it.

So that’s the problem. Now, what are 
ing to do about it? Today I’m proposing
new reforms that will shake up the curre
tem, create better incentives for college
more with less, and deliver better value f
dents and their families.

And some of these reforms will requ
tion from Congress, so we’re going to h
work on that. [Laughter] Some of these 
es I can make on my own. We are go
have to—we’re going to be partnering wi
leges to do more to keep costs down, and
going to work with States to make highe
cation a higher priority in their budgets.

And one last thing: We’re going to h
ask more of students who are receiving F
aid as well. And I’ve got to tell you ah
time: These reforms won’t be popular w
erybody, especially those who are maki
just fine under the current system. B
main concern is not with those institutio
main concern is the students those insti
are there to serve, because this country 
going to be as strong as our next generat

And I’ve got confidence—[applau
have confidence that our country’s c
and universities will step up—just like 
cellor Zimpher and the folks at SUNY a
ing to step up—and lead the way to 
right thing for students.

So let me be specific. My plan comes
to three main goals. First, we’re going t
rating colleges not just by which college
most selective, not just by which college
most expensive, not just by which colle
the nicest facilities—you can get all of t
the existing rating systems. What we wan
is rate them on who’s offering the best v
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students and taxpayers get a bigger bang for
their buck.

the opportunities for higher education for stu-
dents who face economic or other disadvantages.
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Number two, we’re going to jump-start new
competition between colleges, not just on the
field or on the court, but in terms of innovation
that encourages affordability and encourages
student success and doesn’t sacrifice educa-
tional quality. That’s going to be the second
component of it.

And the third is, we’re going to make sure
that if you have to take on debt to earn your
college degree, that you have ways to manage
and afford it.

So let me just talk about each of these brief-
ly. Our first priority is aimed at providing bet-
ter value for students, making sure that fami-
lies and taxpayers are getting what we pay for.
Today I’m directing Arne Duncan, our Secre-
tary of Education, to lead an effort to develop a
new rating system for America’s colleges be-
fore the 2015 college year. Right now private
rankings like U.S. News and World Report
puts out each year their rankings, and it en-
courages a lot of colleges to focus on ways to—
how do we game the numbers? And it actually
rewards them, in some cases, for raising costs.
I think we should rate colleges based on oppor-
tunity: Are they helping students from all kinds
of backgrounds succeed? And on outcomes, on
their value to students and parents.

So that means metrics like: How much debt
does the average student leave with? How easy
is it to pay off? How many students graduate
on time? How well do those graduates do in
the workforce? Because the answers will help
parents and students figure out how much val-
ue a college truly offers.

There are schools out there who are terrific
values. But there are also schools out there that
have higher default rates than graduation rates.
And taxpayers shouldn’t be subsidizing stu-
dents to go to schools where the kids aren’t
graduating. That doesn’t do anybody any good.

And our ratings will also measure how suc-
cessful colleges are at enrolling and graduating
students who are on Pell grants. And it will be
my firm principle that our ratings have to be
carefully designed to increase—not decrease—

So this is going to take a little time, b
think this can empower students and fa
to make good choices. And it will give a
lege the chance to show that it’s making s
and consistent improvement. So the
not—a college may not be where it need
right now on value, but they’ll have time
to get better.

And we want all the stakeholders in 
education—students, parents, businesse
lege administrators, professors—to wor
Secretary Duncan on this process. An
the next few months, he’s going to host a
of public forums around the country to
sure we get these measures right. And
over the next few years, we’re going to
with Congress to use these ratings to c
how we allocate Federal aid for colleges.

We are going to deliver on a promise I
last year—[applause]. We are going to 
on a promise we made last year, which 
leges that keep their tuition down and a
viding high-quality education are the on
are going to see their taxpayer funding 
It is time to stop subsidizing schools th
not producing good results and reward s
that deliver for American students and o
ture.

And we’re also going to encourage St
follow the same principle. Right now
States fund colleges based on how man
dents they enroll, not based on how wel
students do or even if they graduate.
some States are trying a better approac
got Tennessee, Indiana, Ohio—they’re
ing more funding to colleges that do a 
job of preparing students for graduation
job. Michigan is rewarding schools tha
tuition increases low. So they’re changi
incentive structure. And I’m challeng
States to come up with new and inno
ways to fund their colleges in a way that
better results.

Now, for the young people here, I jus
to say that just as we’re expecting mor
our schools that get funding from taxp
we’re going to have to expect more
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students who get subsidies and grants from tax-
payers. So we’re going to make sure students
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who receive Federal financial aid complete
their courses before receiving grants for the
next semester.

We’re—we’ll make sure to build in flexibili-
ty so we’re not penalizing disadvantaged stu-
dents or students who are holding down jobs to
pay for school. Things happen. But the bottom
line is, we need to make sure that if you’re get-
ting financial aid, you’re doing your part to
make progress towards a degree. And by the
way, that’s good for you too, because if you
take out debt and you don’t get that degree,
you are not going to be able to pay off that
debt, and you’ll be in a bind. So—[applause].

All right, second goal: We want to encourage
more——

Audience member. We love you, Obama!
The President. [Laughter] Thank you.
Second thing we want to do is to encourage

more colleges to embrace innovative new ways
to prepare our students for a 21st-century
economy and maintain a high level of quality
without breaking the bank.

So let me talk about some alternatives that
are already out there. Southern New Hamp-
shire University gives course credit based on
how well students master the material, not just
on how many hours they spend in the class-
room. So the idea would be, if you’re learning
the material faster, you can finish faster, which
means you pay less and you save money. The
University of Wisconsin is getting ready to do
the same thing.

You’ve got Central Missouri University—I
went there, and they’ve partnered with local
high schools and community colleges so that
their students can show up at college and grad-
uate in half the time because they’re already
starting to get college credits while they’re in
high school or while they’re in a 2-year college,
so by the time they get to a 4-year college,
they’re saving money.

Universities like Carnegie Mellon, Arizona
State, they’re starting to show that online
learning can help students master the same
material in less time and often at lower cost.
Georgia Tech, which is a national leader in

science at a fraction of the cost of a trad
class, but it’s just as rigorous, and it’s pro
engineers who are just as good.

So a lot of other schools are experim
with these ideas to keep tuition down. T
got other ways to help students graduate
time, at less cost, while still maintainin
quality. The point is, it’s possible. And it
for more colleges to step up with even
ways to do it. And we’re going to provid
tional assistance to States and universiti
are coming up with good ideas.

Third thing, even as we work to bring
costs for current and future students, we
to offer students who already have de
chance to actually repay it. Nobody wa
take on debt, especially after what we’v
and families have gone through during 
nancial crisis. But taking on debt in or
earn a college education has always
viewed as something that will pay of
time. We’ve got to make sure, though, t
manageable.

As I said before, even with good jobs, 
Michelle and me a long time to pay off o
dent loans. While we should have been
for Malia and Sasha’s college educatio
were still paying off our own. So we kno
important it is to make sure debt is mana
so that it doesn’t keep you from taking
that you really care about or getting mar
buying that first home.

There’s—there are some folks who
been talking out there recently about w
the Federal student loan program should
or cost the Government money. Here
bottom line: Government shouldn’t se
dent loans as a way to make money, it 
be a way to help students.

So we need to ask ourselves: How
does Federal student loans cost students
can we help students manage those cos
ter? Our national mission is not to pro
student loans, our national mission mus
profit off having the best educated wor
in the world. That should be our focus.
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So as I mentioned a little bit earlier, 2 years
ago, I capped loan repayments at 10 percent of

dents afford college. We’ll help more students
graduate from college. We’ll help more stu-
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a student’s postcollege income. We call it Pay
As You Earn. And it, along with some other in-
come-driven repayment plans, have helped
more than 2.5 million students so far.

But there are two obstacles that are prevent-
ing more students from taking advantage of it.
One is that too many current and former stu-
dents aren’t eligible, which means we’ve got to
get Congress to open up the program for more
students. And we’re going to be pushing them
to do that.

The other obstacle is, is that a lot of students
don’t even know they’re eligible for the pro-
gram. So starting this year, we’re going to
launch a campaign to help more borrowers
learn about their repayment options, and we’ll
help more student borrowers enroll in Pay As
You Earn. So if you went to college, you took
out debt, you want to be a teacher, and starting
salary for a teacher is, let’s say, 35,000, well,
only 10 percent of that amount is what your
loan repayment is. Now, if you’re making more
money, you should be paying more back. But
that way, everybody has a chance to go to col-
lege; everybody has a chance to pursue their
dreams. And that program is already in place.
We want more students to take advantage of it.
We’re really going to be advertising it heavily.

Now, if we move forward on these three
fronts—increasing value, encouraging innova-
tion, helping people responsibly manage their
debt—I guarantee you, we will help more stu-

dents get rid of that debt so they can 
start in their careers.

But it’s going to take a lot of hard
Good news is—from what I hear—fo
Buffalo know something about hard 
Folks in America know something abou
work. And we’ve come a long way to
these past 4 years. We’re going to keep m
forward on this issue and on every othe
that’s going to help make sure that we co
to have the strongest, most thriving m
class in the world. We’re going to keep p
to build a better bargain for everybody 
country who works hard and everybody
trying to get into that middle class.

And we’re going to keep fighting to
sure that this remains a country where,
work hard and study hard and are respo
you are rewarded, so that no matter wh
look like and where you come from, wha
last name is, here in America, you can m
if you try.

Thank you very much, everybody. Go
you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:23 a
Alumni Arena. In his remarks, he refer
Silvana C. D’Ettorre, student, Univer
Buffalo, and her parents Rachelle and
D’Ettorre; Rep. Brian Higgins; and May
ron W. Brown of Buffalo, NY. He also re
to his sister Maya Soetoro-Ng.

Remarks at Anthony A. Henninger High School in Syracuse, New York
August 22, 2013

The President. Hello, Syracuse! Well, it is
good to be in Syracuse!

Can everybody give Emilio a big round of
applause for that great introduction? I think
Emilio’s parents are probably here. Where is
Emilio’s parents? Wave your hands. There
they are, right there. He did pretty good, didn’t
he? We’re very proud of him. We might have
to run him for something.

In addition to Emilio, I want to mention a
couple other people. You already heard from

Secretary of Education Arne Duncan,
doing a great job every day. You’ve got: 
Stephanie Miner is here—there she is;
ney General Eric Schneiderman is here
Congressman Dan Maffei is here; the su
tendent of the Syracuse City School D
Sharon Contreras, is here; your principa
ert DiFlorio, is here; and most importa
bunch of students are here.

My understanding is, there are st
from all five Syracuse high schools her
230-207_Text_.pdf   173 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Aug. 22 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

got Corcoran in the house; you got Fowler in
the house; Nottingham; the Institute of Tech-

their jobs and their homes and their savings.
But what the recession also did was, it showed
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nology; and our host, Henninger, is here.
Audience members. Boo!
The President. Oh, we’re all one family.
Now, I especially want to thank the stu-

dents, because I know that you’re still on sum-
mer vacation. You’ve got a few more days. So
taking the time to be here when you’ve still got
a little bit—that last little bit of summer break,
that’s a big deal, and I’m very honored to be
here with you.

I am on a road trip—by the way, if people
have seats, feel free to take a seat. I’m going to
be talking for a while. If you’ve got no seats,
then don’t sit down because you will fall down.
[Laughter]

Audience member. We love you!
The President. I love you back.
So I’m here on a road trip through New

York into Pennsylvania. This morning I was at
the University at Buffalo. Tomorrow I’ll be at
Binghamton University and Lackawanna Col-
lege in Scranton. But I wanted to come to Syr-
acuse because you’re doing something fantastic
here with programs like Say Yes, Smart Schol-
ars Early College High School. These are pro-
grams that are helping Syracuse kids get ready
for college and making sure that they can af-
ford to go.

And this is a community effort. All of you
are coming together, and you have declared
that no child in the city of Syracuse should miss
out on a college education because they can’t
pay for it. And so we’re hoping more cities fol-
low your example because what you’re doing is
critical not just to Syracuse’s future, but to
America’s future. And that’s what I want to talk
about briefly here today.

Over the past month, I’ve been visiting
towns across the country, talking about what
we need to do to secure a better bargain for
the middle class and everybody who’s working
hard to get into the middle class, to make sure
everybody who works hard has a chance to suc-
ceed in the 21st-century economy.

And we all understand that for the past 4½
years, we had to fight our way back from a bru-
tal recession, and millions of Americans lost

this emerging gap in terms of the life pro
of a lot of Americans.

What used to be taken for granted, m
class security, has slipped away from too
people. So yes, we saved the auto indust
took on a broken health care system. W
versed our addiction to foreign oi
changed our Tax Code that was tilted too
favor of the wealthy at the expense of w
families. And so we’ve made progres
businesses have created 7.3 million ne
over the last 41 months. We’ve got mo
newable energy than ever. We are imp
less oil than in a very long time. We sel
goods made in America to the rest of the
than ever before. Health care costs are
ing at the slowest rate in 50 years. Our d
are falling at the fastest rate in 60 years.

So there’s good news out there. And 
to the grit and the resilience of the Am
people, we’ve been able to clear away th
ble of the financial crisis and start layi
foundation for a better economy. But 
middle class family will tell you, we are n

[At this point, two audience member
played a sign reading “Free Bradley Ma
and shouted slogans.]

The President. I hear you. I’ve got you
Audience members. Boo!
The President. No, no, no, that’s fine

wait, wait. We’re okay. We’re okay. 
okay. Hold on, hold on a second. Hold o
on. Hello, everybody, hello. Hey, hey
Hold on, hold on a minute. Hold on a m
sir. Hold on. So now—hold on a second.

Can I just say that as hecklers go, that
lady was very polite. [Laughter] She wa
she brought up an issue of importanc
that’s part of what America is all about.
don’t want to—[applause].

But what America is also all about is m
sure that middle class families succee
that people who work hard can get in
middle class. And what I was saying was,
we’re not where we need to be yet. We’
got more work to do. Because even befo
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most recent financial crisis, we had gone
through a decade where folks at the top were

That is key to upward mobility. That is key to a
growing economy. That is key to a strong mid-
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doing better and better; most families were
working harder and harder just to get by. And
we’ve seen growing inequality in our society
and less upward mobility in our society.

The idea used to be that here in America,
anybody could make it. But part of that was be-
cause we put these ladders of opportunity for
people. And unfortunately, what’s happened is
it’s gotten tougher for a lot of folks. So we’ve
got to reverse these trends. This has to be
Washington’s highest priority: How do we
make sure everybody gets a fair shake? That’s
got to be our priority.

Unfortunately, you may have noticed that in
Washington, rather than focusing on a growing
economy and creating good middle class jobs,
there’s a certain faction of my good friends in
the other party who’ve been talking about not
paying the bills that they’ve already run up,
who’ve been talking about shutting down the
Government if they can’t take away health care
that we’re putting in place for millions of
Americans.

Those are not ideas that will grow our econ-
omy. They’re not going to create good jobs.
They’re not going to strengthen the middle
class; they’ll weaken the middle class. So we
can’t afford the usual Washington circus of dis-
tractions and political posturing. We don’t
need that. What we’ve got to do is to build on
the cornerstone of what it means to be middle
class in America: a good job, good wages, a
good education, a home, affordable health
care, a secure retirement. That’s what we need
to focus on.

And we’ve got to create as many pathways as
possible for people to succeed as long as
they’re willing to work hard. That’s what’s al-
ways made America great. We don’t judge our-
selves just by how many billionaires we pro-
duce. We’ve got to focus on our ability to make
sure that everybody who works hard has a
chance to pursue their own measure of happi-
ness.

And in that project—in that work—there ar-
en’t a lot of things that are more important
than making sure people get a good education.

dle class.
Audience member. We love you, Pre

Obama!
The President. Love you back. [Laugh
Now, everybody here knows that. 

why you’re here. That’s why a lot of you
lies are making big sacrifices to send k
college. You understand that in the f
global competition, a great education is
important than ever. Higher education
single best investment you can make i
future—single best. And I’m proud of all
students who are working toward that go

And in case any of you are won
whether it’s a good investment, think
these statistics: The unemployment ra
Americans with at least a college deg
about a third lower than the national av
the incomes of people with at least a c
degree are more than twice what the in
are of Americans who don’t have a high 
diploma. So more than ever before, som
of higher education—2-year, 4-year, tec
college—that’s the path into the middle 

But the main reason I’m here is to talk
the fact that we’ve seen a barrier and a b
to too many American families, and tha
soaring cost of higher education. The 
college has never been more necessary, 
also never been more expensive.

Think about this: Over the past thr
cades, the average tuition at a 4-year 
college has risen by more than 250 perce
typical family income has gone up 16 pe
So I wasn’t a math major, but let’s jus
about it: college costs, 250 percent; in
16 percent. What that means is, is that
and more, it’s getting harder and hard
students to be able to afford that colleg
cation. And families are making bigger an
ger sacrifices, including a lot of paren
are putting off their own retirement, the
savings, because they’re trying to help
kids afford a college education.

In the meantime, over the past few
you’ve got too many States that have bee
ting back on their higher education bu
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Colleges have not been cutting back on their
costs. And so what you end up with is taxpayers

through banks; banks were making billions of
dollars. We said, why don’t we just give the
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putting in more money, students and families
picking up the tab, but young people are still
ending up with more debt.

The average student who borrows for col-
lege now graduates owing more than $26,000.
And a lot of young people owe a lot more than
that. I’ve heard from a lot of these young peo-
ple. And they’re frustrated because they’re say-
ing to themselves, we’ve done everything our
society told us we were supposed to do, but
crushing debt is crippling our ability to get
started in our lives after we graduate. It’s crip-
pling our self-reliance and the dreams that we
had.

At a time when higher education has never
been more important or more expensive, too
many students face a choice they should not
have to make: Either they say no to college, or
they pay the price of going to college and end-
ing up with debt that they’re not sure will pay
off. And that’s not a choice that we should ask
young people to make. That’s not a choice we
should accept.

If you think about what built this country,
this is a country that’s always been at the cut-
ting edge of making a good education available
to more people. My grandfather, when he
came back from World War II, he went—he
had the chance to go to college on the GI bill.
My mother got through school while raising
two kids because she got some help.

Michelle and I—Michelle and I, we didn’t
come from rich folk. We did not come from
privileged backgrounds. So we’re only where
we are today because scholarships and student
loans gave us a shot at a good education. And
we know a little bit about paying back student
loans because we each graduated from college
and law school with a mountain of debt. And
even with good jobs, I didn’t pay it off—and
she didn’t pay off her loans—until I was almost
a U.S. Senator. I was in my forties.

So, over the past 4 years, what we’ve done is
to try to take some steps to make college more
affordable. First thing we did, we enacted his-
toric reforms to the student loan system. What
was happening was student loans were going

loans directly to the students? Cut o
banks, then we can help more students.

Then we set up a consumer watchdog
already helping families and student
through all the financial options so they
understand them and they’re not ripped
shady lenders. And we’re providing mor
and resources for students and families
to finance college. And by the way, high 
seniors, you guys want to start figurin
stuff out. Go to studentaid.gov. That’s 
site, studentaid.gov. And it will give 
sense of what’s available out there.

We took action to cap loan repayment
percent of monthly income for a lot of b
ers who are trying to pay their debt, bu
in a responsible way.

So overall, we’ve made college more 
able for millions of students and fa
through tax credits and grants and s
loans. And just a few weeks ago, Dem
and Republicans worked together to kee
dent loan rates from double, and that s
typical undergraduate more than $1,5
this year’s loans.

So now, that’s all a good start, but i
enough. The system we have right now
sustainable, because if it keeps on going 
percent a year, your incomes are only go
16 percent—not 250 percent a year; ove
cade—but your incomes are only going
percent, it’s just at a certain point, it wil
the bank. There won’t be enough Fede
to make up for the difference. And fami
a certain point, aren’t going to be able t
their kids to school.

And State legislatures, they can’t jus
cutting support for public colleges and u
sities. Colleges can’t just keep on raisi
ition year after year and pushing these
cutbacks onto students and families. An
eral taxpayers are not going to be able to
up all the difference.

Our economy can’t afford the trillio
lars—$1 trillion—in outstanding studen
debt. Because when young people hav
much debt, that means they can’t buy a 
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It means they can’t start the business that may-
be they’ve got a great idea for. And we can’t

actually graduating in the first place, whether
they have strong career potential when they

n that
t how
rs.

s, they
you let
 better
ts and

 these
ress to
colleg-
romise
p their
 their
p sub-
od re-
er for

future.

ourage
to try
 with-
ber of
 some
 ways,
o save

 right
ps be-
udents
. They
paying
ls and
an get
intains
e. It’s

it, not
nd the

ought
xcited.

e sure
ur de-
it. No-
e do a

 young
price the middle class and everybody working
to get into the middle class out of a college ed-
ucation. It will put our young generation of
workers at a competitive disadvantage for
years.

So if a higher education is still the best ticket
to upward mobility in America, and it is, then
we’ve got to make sure it’s within reach. We’ve
got to make sure that we are improving eco-
nomic mobility, not making it worse. Higher
education should not be a luxury. It is a neces-
sity, an economic imperative that every family
in America should be able to afford.

So now—so what are we going to do about
it? Today what I’ve done is propose major new
reforms that will shake up the current system.
We want to create better incentives for colleg-
es to do more with less and to deliver better
value for our students and their families.

And some of these reforms will require ac-
tion from Congress, which is always difficult.
Some of these changes, though, I can make on
my own. And we want to work with colleges to
keep costs down. States are going to need to
make higher education a higher priority in
their budgets. And by the way, we’re going to
ask more from students as well if they’re re-
ceiving financial aid.

And some of these reforms won’t be popular
for every—with everybody because some folks
are making out just fine under the status quo.
But my concern is not to look out just for the
institutions; I want to look out for the students
who these institutions exist to serve. And I
think—I’ve got confidence that our country’s
colleges and universities will step up to the
plate if they’re given the right incentives. They
too should want to do the right thing for stu-
dents.

So let me be specific. Here are three things
we’re going to do. Number one, I’m directing
my administration to come up with a new rat-
ings system for colleges that will score colleges
on opportunity, whether they’re helping stu-
dents from all kinds of backgrounds succeed;
and on outcomes, whether students are gradu-
ating with manageable debt, whether they’re

graduate. That’s the kind of informatio
will help students and parents figure ou
much value a particular college truly offe

Right now all these ranking system
rank you higher if you charge more and 
in fewer students. But you should have a
sense of who’s actually graduating studen
giving you a good deal.

So down the road, we’re going to use
ratings, we hope, by working with Cong
change how we allocate Federal aid for 
es. And we’re going to deliver on a p
that I made last year: Colleges that kee
tuition down are the ones that will see
taxpayer funding go up. We’ve got to sto
sidizing schools that are not getting go
sults, start rewarding schools that deliv
the students and deliver for America’s 
That’s our goal.

Our second goal, we want to enc
more colleges to embrace innovation, 
new ways of providing a great education
out breaking the bank. A growing num
colleges across the country are testing
new approaches, so they’re finding new
for example, to use online education t
time and money.

Some are trying what you’re doing
here in Syracuse, creating partnershi
tween high schools and colleges so st
can get an early jump on their degree
can graduate faster; that means they’re 
less in tuition. I want to see more schoo
States get in the game so more students c
an education that costs less, but still ma
high quality. And we know it can be don
just we’ve got to get everybody doing 
just a few schools or a few cities arou
country. That’s the second goal.

Somebody screamed, and I got—I th
somebody fell, but they were just e
[Laughter]

Number three, we’re going to mak
that if you’ve taken on debt to earn yo
gree that you can manage and afford 
body wants to take on debt, but even if w
good job controlling tuition costs, some
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people are still going to have to take out some
loans. But we think of that as a good invest-

the chance to pay back their loans in a way that
doesn’t stop them from pursuing their dreams.
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ment because it pays off in time, as long as it
stays manageable, as long as you can pay it
back.

And remember, again, Michelle and I, we
went through this. It took us a long time to pay
off our student loans, but we could always
manage it. It didn’t get out of hand. And I
don’t want debt to keep young people, some of
who are here today, from going into profes-
sions like teaching, for example, that may not
pay as much money, but are of huge value to
the country.

And I sure don’t want young people not be-
ing able to buy a home or get married or start a
business because they’re so loaded down with
debt. So what we’ve done is we—2 years ago, I
capped loan repayments at 10 percent of a stu-
dent’s income after college. We called it Pay As
You Earn. And so far, this—along with a few
other programs—has helped more than 2.5
million students.

But right now a lot of current and former
students aren’t eligible, so we want to work
with Congress to fix that so that we’ve got a lot
more people who are eligible for this program.
And then the problem is a lot of young people
don’t know this program exists. So we’re going
to do a better job advertising this program so
that you will never have to pay more than 10
percent of your yearly income in servicing your
debt.

And if you’re involved in public service or
non-for-profits, then at some point that debt
gets forgiven because you’re giving back to so-
ciety in other ways. So we’re going to launch a
campaign to help borrowers learn more about
their options. We want every student to have

So if we move forward on these
points—increasing value, making sur
young people and their parents know
they’re getting when they go to colleg
couraging innovation so that more colleg
giving better value; and then helping 
responsibly manage their debt—then we
ing to help more students afford college.
going to help more students graduate fro
lege. We’ll help more students get rid o
debt so they can get started on their live

And it’s going to take some hard wor
the people of Syracuse know something
hard work. The American people know
thing about hard work.

And we’ve come a long way togethe
these past 4 years. I intend to keep us m
forward on this and every other issue. 
going to keep pushing to build a better b
for the middle class and everybody who’
ing to join the middle class. And we’re g
keep fighting to make sure that this coun
mains a country where hard work and st
and responsibility are rewarded. We’re
to make sure that no matter who you 
where you come from or who you love o
your last name is, in the United States, y
make it if you try.

Thank you, Syracuse! God bless you
bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:25 p.m.
gymnasium. In his remarks, he refer
Emilio Ortiz, senior, Thomas J. Corcoran
School in Syracuse, NY, and his paren
ward and Margarita Ortiz. He also refer
his sister Maya Soetoro-Ng.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at a Town Hall Meeti
Binghamton University, State University of New York, in Binghamton,
York
August 23, 2013

The President. Hello, Binghamton! Well, it
is good to see all of you. Thank you so much.

Now, go ahead and have a seat; I’m goin
here a while. [Laughter]
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Well, first of all, let me thank the university
and your president, Harvey Stenger, for having

what we want for all of our students and all of
our families all across the country.
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me here today. Give your president a big
round of applause; there he is. A couple other
people I want to recognize: Mayor Matt Ryan
is here; two wonderful Congressmen, Richard
Hanna and Paul Tonko; your former Repre-
sentative, Maurice Hinchey, is here as well.

So, first of all, thank you, because it’s really
nice outside, so for you to be willing to come
inside, I greatly appreciate. And I’m not going
to do a lot of talking at the top because I want
to have a conversation with you about a range
of issues, but in particular, something that is
personal for me.

A lot of you know that I wasn’t born into a
lot of wealth or fame; there wasn’t a long
Obama dynasty. And so the only reason I’m
here today, the only reason Michelle and I
have been able to accomplish what we accom-
plished is because we got a great education.
And I think the essence of the American
Dream is that anybody who’s willing to work
hard is able to get that good education and
achieve their dreams.

And central to that is the issue that—you’ve
got a big sign there—we try to message effec-
tively—[laughter]—college affordability, mak-
ing sure that people can afford to go to college.

I’m on a road trip from New York to Penn-
sylvania. Yesterday I was at the University of
Buffalo. I visited students at Syracuse. Later
today I’m going to meet Joe Biden in Scranton,
his hometown. But I decided to stop here for a
couple of reasons. Number one, I’ve been told
that it’s very important for me to get a
“spiedies” while I’m here. [Laughter] So we’re
going to pick one up and try it on the road.
Number two, I’m excited because of the great
work that SUNY campuses like Binghamton
are doing to keep costs down for hard-working
students like so many of you.

Chancellor Zimpher is making sure that
hundreds of thousands of SUNY students all
across the State are getting a world-class high-
er education, but without some of the debt and
financial burden that is stopping too many
young people from going to college. And that’s

Over the past month, I’ve been v
towns throughout America, and I’ve 
about how do we secure a better barg
the middle class and everybody who’s tr
work their way into the middle class.

We’ve fought our way through a very
recession, and now we’re at a point 
we’re creating jobs, the economy is gr
budget deficits are falling, health care in
has been reduced, and yet there are still 
working families out there who are ha
tough time in this competitive global ec
that we live in.

And the fact is even before this last fin
crisis, we had increasingly an economy 
folks at the top were doing better and 
and better, but the average individual or
was seeing their incomes and their 
flatlining. And you start getting a tale 
Americas. And the whole premise of u
mobility in this country, which is cen
who we understand ourselves to be, was
diminished for too many people. So, fro
perspective, reversing that trend shou
Washington’s highest priority. It’s certai
highest priority.

Unfortunately, what we’ve seen in Wa
ton all too often is, instead of focusing o
do we bring good middle class jobs b
America, how do we make sure the econ
growing robustly and that growth is 
based, we’ve been spending a lot of time
ing about whether we should be payin
bills that we’ve already accrued. Or the 
sion has been about slashing spending o
cation and basic research and science, 
things that are going to make sure that 
main competitive for the future.

Most recently, there’s been threats t
would shut down the Government unl
agree to roll back the health care reform
about to provide millions of American
health care coverage for the first time
that’s not an economic plan. That’s not g
grow the economy. That’s not goi
strengthen the middle class, and it’s not
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to create ladders of opportunity into the mid-
dle class.

they graduate. And for a lot of students, it’s
much more than that. And particularly, for

areers
ay not
d with
 some

y it off,
r start-
at has
all. So
so bad

 high-
y fam-
hances
erican

ed this
rms to

colleg-
rovid-
ents. I
anking
l—and
’s typi-
w few
e they
d what
rs like

and do
uate in
o they
 some
ts and
 I go-

viding
e want
d deal
ere in

s start
ust as-
and up

oing is
 rebal-
y State
 is be-
952

What we need to do is focus on the pocket-
book, bread-and-butter issues that affect all of
you: making sure we’ve got good jobs with
good wages, a good education, a home of your
own, affordable health care, a secure retire-
ment, and a way for people who are currently
in poverty to get out of poverty. That’s what we
should be spending our time thinking about
when it comes to domestic policy. That’s
what’s always made America great. And noth-
ing is more important to that process than what
we’re doing in terms of K-through-12 educa-
tion and higher education.

Now, here’s the challenge: At the time when
higher education has never been more impor-
tant—and when I say higher education, I mean
2-year, 4-year, technical colleges; it doesn’t all
have to be 4-year, traditional bachelor of arts
or sciences—at a time when that’s never been
more important, college has never been more
expensive.

And in fact, what you’ve seen is, is that over
the last three decades, the cost of higher edu-
cation has gone up 260 percent, at a time when
family incomes have gone up about 16 percent.
So I’m not a math major—there are probably
some here—but if you’ve got one line going up
260 percent and another line going up 16 per-
cent, you start getting a bigger and bigger gap.
And what’s happened as a consequence is that
either college has become out of reach for too
many people or young people are being loaded
up with more and more debt.

Now, we’ve tried to close that gap. When I
came into office, we reformed our financial aid
system. So the student loan programs were be-
ing run through banks, and banks were making
billions of dollars on it. And we said, let’s just
give the money directly to students, cut out the
middleman. And we then were able to refun-
nel billions of dollars to provide more students
with more grants and more assistance. We’ve
done our best to keep interest rates on student
loans as low as possible.

But even with all the work that we’re doing
there, the fact is, is the average student is still
coming out with $26,000 worth of debt when

those young people who are choosing c
where—like teaching, where they m
make a lot of money, if they’re burdene
tens of thousands of dollars of debt, in
cases, it’s impossible for them ever to pa
or they have to put off buying a home o
ing a business or starting a family. And th
a depressive effect on our economy over
it’s not just bad for the students, it’s al
for the economy as a whole.

The bottom line is this: We can’t price
er education so prohibitively that ordinar
ilies can’t afford it. That will ruin our c
to make sure the 21st century is the Am
century just like the 20th century was.

So what we’ve done—and I announc
yesterday—is propose three basic refo
try to shake the system up.

Number one, we want to start rating 
es based on how well they’re doing in p
ing good value and opportunity for stud
mean, right now you’ve got a bunch of r
systems—some of them commercia
when you look at what’s being rated, it
cally how selective the schools are, ho
students they take in, and how expensiv
are and what are their facilities like. An
we want to do is to start looking at facto
how much debt do students leave with, 
they actually graduate, and do they grad
4 years as opposed to 6 or 8 or 10, and d
find a job after they graduate. So giving
concrete measures that will allow studen
families to gauge, if I go to this school, am
ing to get a good deal? 

And since taxpayers are often pro
those families and students assistance, w
to make sure taxpayers are getting a goo
as well. And that will create an atmosph
which college presidents and trustee
thinking about affordability and don’t j
sume that tuition can keep on going up 
and up.

Now, what we’re also going to be d
putting pressure on State legislatures to
ance, because part of the reason so man
universities have had to increase tuition
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cause State legislative priorities have shifted all
across the country: more money into prisons,

And the notion is that that way it’s manage-
able and you’re not going to have to make ca-
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less money into schools. That money—that
means that costs are passed on to students in
the form of higher tuition. So we’ve got to do
something about that.

And we’re also going to ask a little more
from students. What we’re going to say to stu-
dents is, you need to actually finish courses be-
fore you take out more loans and more grants.
And we want to say that to students not to be
punitive, but instead, to prevent a situation
where students end up taking out a lot of debt,
but never actually getting the degree, which
puts them in a deeper financial hole than they
otherwise would be.

All right, so that’s point number one. Sec-
ond, we want to jump-start competition among
colleges and States to think of more innovative
ways to reduce costs. And there are schools
that are doing some terrific work in reducing
costs while maintaining high-quality education.
So, for example, there are some schools that
are experimenting, where you can get credits
based on your competency, as opposed to how
much time you’re spending in the classroom.

So there’s no law that says you have to grad-
uate—that for you to be in school for 4 years
rather than 3 or 3½  somehow automatically
gives you a better education. And so schools
are experimenting with how can we compress
the time and thereby reduce the costs. Are
there ways that we can use online learning to
improve the educational quality and, at the
same time, make things a little cheaper for stu-
dents?

So we’re going to work with States, schools,
university presidents to see what’s working and
what’s not. And let’s spread best practices all
across the country.

And then the third thing we want to do is to
is to expand and better advertise a program
that we put in place and expanded when I
came into office, and that is a program that
says, for college graduates who do have debt,
we’re going to cap the monthly payments that
you have to make to 10 percent of your in-
come.

reer decisions simply based on how 
money can I make to pay off those s
loans. If I want to be a teacher, if I want 
social worker, if I want to go into publ
vice, then I can do that, and I’m still go
be able to act responsibly and pay off m
We already have that program in place, 
not as widely known as it needs to be, a
as many young people are eligible for it
want them to be. So we’re going to work
prove on that front.

Bottom line is, we need to stop taki
same business-as-usual approach wh
comes to college education. Not all t
forms that we’re proposing are going
popular. I mean, there are some who are
fiting from the status quo. There will be
resistance. There’s going to have to be a 
based conversation, but part of our goal 
to stir a conversation because the curren
that we’re on is unsustainable. And it’s m
sic belief—and I suspect the belief o
people here—higher education shouldn
luxury. It’s an economic necessity i
knowledge-based economy. And we w
make sure that every family in America 
ford it.

So I’m interested if you guys have
ideas—[applause]—if you have other
about things that we should be looking
want to hear them. And that’s part of th
pose of this town hall discussion. I’m inte
in hearing your stories, getting your que
And this will be a pretty informal affair—
as informal as it gets when the Pre
comes—[laughter]—and there are a bu
cameras everywhere.

So with that, I’d just like to start the 
sion. And what I’m going to do is I’m jus
to call on folks. Just raise your hand. I 
ask you to stand up, introduce yourself.
are people with mikes, and they’ll bri
mike to you. And I’m going to go girl, bo
boy, to make sure that it’s fair. [Laught
right?

So we’ll start with this young lady righ
in the striped top.
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Nurses and Allied Health Care Workers/Edu-
cation/Veterans Employment

having a doctor do it, but the outcomes are just
as good.
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Q. Thank you. It’s an honor to have you here
today.

The President. Hold on a second. I think—
here we go.

Q. Thank you. It’s an honor to have you here
today, Mr. President. My name is Nicole Rou-
hana. I’m from the Decker School of Nursing
here, which is an outstanding school of nursing
that has excellent outcomes.

My question today is, because advanced
practice nurses, primarily nurse practitioners
and nurse midwives, have such an outstanding
reputation, we have good outcomes. And the
Affordable Care Act is ready to be rolled out
soon. Nurse practitioners and advanced prac-
tice nurses are in an excellent position to really
serve vulnerable populations——

The President. Right.
Q. ——and people who don’t have care. I’m

wondering if there’s any provisions within your
educational act that would support health care
workers and nurse practitioners to create a sus-
tainable workforce that would be able to sup-
port caring for people as we roll out the Af-
fordable Care Act.

The President. It is a great question. Now,
first of all, let me—without buttering you up—
I love nurses. And the—[laughter]. Michelle
and I have been blessed, we haven’t been sick
too much, but—knock on wood. But every in-
teraction we’ve had at the hospital, doctors are
wonderful and we appreciate them, but I know
when Malia and Sasha were being born, we
spent 90 percent of the time with the nurses
and 10 percent with the ob-gyn. When my
grandmother got sick and was passing away at
the end, it was nurses who were caring for her
in an incredibly compassionate, but also pro-
fessional way.

And you’re absolutely right that one of the
keys to reducing our health care costs overall is
recognizing the incredible value of advanced
practice nurses and giving them more respon-
sibilities because there’s a lot of stuff they can
do that—in a way that, frankly, is cheaper than

The challenge we have is, we still 
nursing shortage in too many parts of the
try. My understanding—you probably
this better than I do—part of the proble
that too many professors of nursing or in
tors in nursing are getting paid less than
nurses. So what ends up happening is, w
have enough slots in some of the n
schools. That may not be true here, bu
are parts of the country where that’s true

So we have to upgrade a little bit the s
of nursing and make sure that they’re pr
resourced so that we have enough instr
And in fact, as part of the Affordable Ca
one of the things that we thought abou
how are we going to expand and impro
number of nurses and making sure tha
can actually finance their educations. A
there are some special programs for 
who are committing themselves—as w
doctors who are committing themselv
serving in underserved communities. A
will be happy to get that information 
school of nursing here.

One other element to this that I think
ally interesting: We’ve been spending a
time thinking about making sure that o
erans coming back from Iraq and Afgha
are getting the opportunities they need.
instituted something called the post-9/
bill that provides the same kind of suppo
my grandfather got when he came bac
World War II.

And the young people who have ser
our Armed Forces are—just do extraor
work. One of the problems, though, is, 
they don’t always get credit for the ski
they already possess when they come ho
one—and we’ve got a gentleman here w
veteran—and one great example actual
the medical profession, when you get
medics coming back who served in the
possible circumstances, out in theater, 
to make life-or-death decisions. I met a
man up in Minnesota. He had come
wanted to continue to pursue his care
become a professional nurse, and he wa
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ing to start from scratch, taking the equivalent
of Nursing 101.

off from support by their parents because their
parents hadn’t gotten to the place, I think, they
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And what we’re trying to do is to make
sure that States and institutions of higher
learning recognize some of the skills, be-
cause as we bring more and more of our vet-
erans home—we’ll be ending the war in Af-
ghanistan by the end of next year—we want
to make sure that those folks have the oppor-
tunity to succeed here in America. So great
question though.

All right. It’s a guy’s turn. Right here, yes.
Hold on, let’s get a mike all the way to the
back.

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Rights

Q. Hello, Mr. President. I’m glad for you to
come to Binghamton University. I’m the direc-
tor of Rainbow Pride Union here, and it’s the
largest LGBT organization on campus. And my
main concern is that I know a lot of stories
for—of people who are LGBT who come out
to their parents, and their parents are support-
ing them financially for college, and when they
come out, their parents cut off that support. I
was wondering if maybe, in the future, part of
your affordability for college would be able to
include LGBT people.

The President. Well, first of all, the pro-
grams that we have in place don’t discriminate
and shouldn’t discriminate. And the good news
is, I think the phenomenon that you just de-
scribed is likely to happen less and less and less
with each successive year. I mean, think about
the incredible changes that have been made
just over the last decade. DOMA is gone.
“Don’t ask, don’t tell” is gone. But more impor-
tantly, people’s hearts and minds have
changed. And I think that’s reflective of par-
ents as well.

That doesn’t mean that there aren’t still go-
ing to be struggles internally, but I think, more
and more, what we recognize is, is that just as
we judge people on—should judge people on
the basis of their character and not their color
or religion or gender, the same is true for their
sexual orientation.

So I don’t suspect that we’ll have special
laws pertaining to young people who are cut

should be when it comes to loving and su
ing their kids regardless of who they ar
we are going to make sure that all youn
ple get the support that they need so 
their parents aren’t willing to provide
support, and they’re functionally indepe
that they’re able to still go to college an
ceed. All right?

Right here, in the Obama T-shirt. [L
ter] You know, so if you—here’s a gener
in the Presidential town hall: If you want
called on, wear the President’s face o
shirt. [Laughter]

Early Childhood Education/Federal Bud

Q. Good afternoon, President Obam
name is Ivanna Smith. I’m a graduate s
in the College of Community and Pub
fairs. I study student affairs administ
With that being said, as we’re all studen
know how vital it is to have a good foun
in your education. How does your admi
tion plan to address the major budget cu
are happening with Head Start schools a
the U.S.?

The President. Well, this is a great qu
And this will be a major topic over th
several months. First of all, I want to e
early childhood education so that it’s acc
for every young person in America.

And I talked about this in my State 
Union Address. It is just common sens
know—study after study has shown—th
biggest bang for the buck that we get w
comes to education is to invest early.

If we get 3-year-olds, 4-year-olds we
pared when they start school, that mom
continues. If they start behind, too ofte
stay behind. Kids are resilient, and th
make up for some tough stuff early on 
but it’s a lot harder for them than if w
them young.

In fact, studies have shown that there’
very smart programs out there where you
tify low-income single moms in the ma
ward, and nurses talk to them immediat
just about the health of their child, bu
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parenting, and create a little packet with some
books and some toys and talk about engage-

able Care Act—Obamacare—costs have actu-
ally gone down—the health care inflation has
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ment and expanding vocabulary. All that can
make a difference. And high-quality early
childhood education can continue that process
so that by the time the kid starts school, they
know their colors, they know their letters.
They’re ready to go.

Now, unfortunately, right now the Federal
budget generally has been a political football in
Washington. Partly, this came out of the finan-
cial crisis. We had a terrible crisis. We had to
immediately pump money into the system to
prevent a Great Depression. So we cut taxes
for middle class families. We initiated pro-
grams to rebuild our roads and our bridges.
We helped States so that they wouldn’t have to
lay off as many teachers and firefighters and
police officers. And that’s part of the reason
why we avoided a depression, although we still
had a terrible recession.

But the combination of increased spending
and less revenue meant that the deficit went
up. And by the time the Republicans took over
the House in 2011, they had made this a major
issue. And a lot—understandably, a lot of fami-
lies said, well, we’re having to tighten our belts;
Federal Government should too. Although,
part of what you want the Federal Government
to do when everybody else is having a hard
time is to make sure that you’re providing addi-
tional support.

As the economy has improved, the deficit
has gone down. It’s now dropped at the fastest
rate in 60 years. I want to repeat that, because
a lot of people think that—if you ask the aver-
age person what’s happening with the deficit,
they’d tell you it’s going up. The deficit has
been cut in half since 2009 and is on a down-
ward trajectory. And it’s going down faster—
it’s gone down faster than any time since
World War II.

So we don’t have a problem in terms of
spending on education. We don’t have a prob-
lem when it comes to spending on research
and development. We do have a long-term
problem that has to do with our health care
programs, Medicare and Medicaid. The good
news is, is that, in part because of the Afford-

gone down to the slowest rate that we’v
in a long time.

So we’re starting to get health care co
der control. We’ll still have to make some
ifications when it comes to our long-term
tlement programs so that they’re the
young people here when they are ready 
tirement.

But we don’t have an urgent deficit
The only crisis we have is one that’s ma
tured in Washington, and it’s ideologica
the basic notion is, is that we should
helping people get health care an
shouldn’t be helping kids who can’t help
selves and whose parents are underreso
we shouldn’t be helping them get a leg u
so some of the proposals we’ve seen no
talking about even deeper cuts in pro
like Head Start, even deeper cuts in edu
support, even deeper cuts in basic scien
research.

And that’s like eating your corn see
like being penny wise and pound foolis
cause if young people aren’t succeed
we’re not spending on research and ma
ing our technological edge, if we’re n
grading our roads and our bridges an
transportation systems and our infr
ture—all things that we can afford to d
now and should be doing right now and
put people to work right now—if we do
those things, then 20 years from now, 30
from now, we will have fallen further an
ther behind.

So when we get back to Washington—
Congress gets back to Washington—this
ing to be a major debate. It’s the same 
we’ve been having for the last 2 years. T
ference is, now deficits are already c
down. And what we should really be th
about is, how do we grow an economy 
we’re creating a growing, thriving middle
and we’re creating more ladders of oppo
for people who are willing to work hard
into the middle class?

And my position is going to be that w
have a budget that is sensible, that d
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spend on programs that don’t work, but does
spend wisely on those things that are going to

But starting, let’s say, 15 years ago, 20 years
ago, you saw a trend in which State legislatures
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help ordinary people succeed. All right? Good.
Let’s see. It is a gentleman’s turn. This gen-

tleman right here. He’s had his hand up for a
while.

Audience member. Yay! [Laughter]

Postsecondary Education/Affordability

The President. Well, that’s interesting. You
have——

Q. Hello, Mr. President.
The President. You have a little cheering

section there. [Laughter]
Q. I’m a faculty member of the computer

science department. I’m very excited and en-
couraged by your plan on the affordability—re-
form it. My question is related about the quali-
ty of future higher education. As you know,
many universities are trying their best to do—
to provide the best value by doing better with
less. But the challenges are real, and they’re
getting tougher and tougher as the budget cuts
are getting tougher and tougher. So my ques-
tion is, what your administration will do to en-
sure the best American universities remains to
be the best in the world in the 21st century?
Thank you.

The President. Well, the—first of all, what’s
really important is to make sure that we’re sup-
porting great teachers. And since you got an
applause line, you must be a pretty good one.
[Laughter] And I don’t think that there is a
conflict between quality and paying attention
to costs as it’s affecting students.

Now, I mentioned earlier, one of the big
problems that we’ve seen in public universities
is a diminished level of support from States—
State legislatures. And part of what we’re going
to try to do is to provide more incentives to
States to boost the support that they’re giving
to colleges and universities.

Traditionally, when you think of the great
State university systems, it was because those
States understood, if we invest in our people,
we’ll have a better trained workforce, which
means companies will want to locate here,
which creates a virtuous cycle and everybody
benefits.

who were trying to balance their budge
on cutting support to State education.
happened was that—and I don’t know w
this is true, Mr. President, for SUN
around the country, on average, what 
seen is a drop from about 46 percent 
revenues of a public college coming
States down to about 25 percent. It’s 
been cut in half. And essentially, the on
these schools have figured to make it u
charge higher tuition.

So States have to do their jobs. But w
true also, though, is that universities and
ty need to come up with ways to also cu
while maintaining quality, because that’
we’re having to do throughout our eco
And sometimes, when I talk to college p
sors—and keep in mind, I taught in 
school for 10 years, so I’m very sympath
the spirit of inquiry and the importance
just looking at X’s and O’s and numbers
it comes to measuring colleges. But wha
know is, is that there are ways we ca
money that would not diminish quality.

This is probably controversial to sa
what the heck; I’m in my second term so
say it. [Laughter] I believe, for exampl
law schools would probably be wise to
about being 2 years instead of 3 years, b
by the third year—in the first 2 years 
people are learning in the classroom
third year they’d be better off clerking o
ticing in a firm even if they weren’t g
paid that much. But that step alone wo
duce the cost for the student.

Now, the question is, can law student
law schools maintain quality and keep
professors and sustain themselves witho
third year? My suspicion is, is that i
thought creatively about it, they pr
could. Now, if that’s true at a graduate
there are probably some things that we
do at the undergraduate level as well.

That’s not to suggest that there aren’
real problems. Colleges, for example, t
got health care costs like everybody els
sonnel is one of the most important—i
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biggest cost you’ve got. And if health care costs
to provide insurance for your employees is go-

what you’re absolutely right about is, is that
there have been some schools that are notori-
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ing up as fast as it’s been going up, that affects
folks.

But—so our idea is not to just have some
cookie-cutter approach that doesn’t take quali-
ty into account. The idea is, understanding
we’ve got to maintain high quality, are there
ways that we can reorganize schools, use tech-
nology, think about what works so that, overall,
we’re creating a better value for the student?

And one of the best things that we could do
for students is to make sure that they graduate
in a more timely fashion. And unfortunately,
too many young people go to schools where
they’re not getting the kind of support and ad-
vice on the front end that they need, and they
drift, and 4 years, 5 years, 6 years into it,
they’ve got a bunch of credits, but it all doesn’t
result in actual graduation. And then they get
discouraged. And that’s an area where we
know we can be making improvement as well.

Okay? And if you’ve got any other ideas, let
me know. All right?

Okay. Let’s get a young person in here.
Right there, yes.

Q. Welcome to Binghamton——
The President. Thanks.
Q. ——President Obama.

Postsecondary Education/For-Profit Institutions

Q. I’m Camasin. I’m a doctoral student here
as well as a writing instructor at Syracuse Uni-
versity. And I’m interested in the giving of
Federal funds to students who are going to for-
profit colleges or colleges I might even call
predatory. And I’m very conflicted about this
issue, and so I’d like to hear your insight.
Thank you.

The President. Well, you probably know
more about it than I do since you’ve written
about it. But let me describe for the audience
what the challenge is.

For-profit institutions in a lot of sectors of
our lives obviously is the cornerstone of our
economy. And we want to encourage entrepre-
neurship and new ideas and new approaches
and new ways of doing things. So I’m not
against for-profit institutions generally. But

ous for getting students in, getting a bu
grant money, having those students take
lot of loans, making big profits, but havin
ly low graduation rates. Students aren’t g
what they need to be prepared for a par
field. They get out of these for-profit s
loaded down with enormous debt. The
find a job. They default. The taxpayer e
holding the bag. Their credit is ruined, a
for-profit institution is making out like 
dit. That’s a problem.

I was mentioning veterans earlier. S
and sailors and marines and coastguard
they’ve been preyed upon very badly by
of these for-profit institutions. And we a
created a special Task Force inside ou
sumer advocate protection organizatio
we set up just to look out for members
Armed Forces who were being manip
Because what happened was, these for
schools saw this post-9/11 GI bill, that
was a whole bunch of money that the F
Government was committed to makin
that our veterans got a good educatio
they started advertising to these young p
signing them up, getting them to take a 
of loans, but they weren’t delivering a
product.

This goes to, then, the point I made 
about how we can rate schools. We’re go
spend some time over the course of th
year talking to everybody—talking to uni
professors, talking to faculty members, 
to students, talking to families—but if w
define some basic parameters of what’s 
value, then it will allow us more effecti
police schools whether they’re for-pr
non-for-profit—because there are som
for-profit schools, traditional schools tha
higher default rates among their gra
than graduation rates—and be able to 
them, look, either you guys step up an
prove, or you’re not going to benefit from
eral dollars.

Because there are a bunch of schoo
this one that are doing a good job, and w
want money being funneled to schools t
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en’t doing a good job. We want to encourage
students to be smart shoppers, to be good con-

ceed here and start jobs here and create busi-
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So there are probably more problems in the

for-profit sector on this than there are in the
traditional not-for-profit colleges, universities
and technical schools, but it’s a problem across
the board, and the way to solve it is to make
sure that we’re—we’ve got ways to measure
what’s happening and we can weed out some
of the folks that are engaging in bad practices.
All right.

Great question.
All right, this corner of the room has been

neglected. So gentleman right there, right in
the corner there. Yes.

Postsecondary Education/International Students

Q. Thank you for taking the time to visit
Binghamton University. I’m—[inaudible]—a
sophomore student of Binghamton University.
I am from Turkey, and I want to ask something
about the international students. Most of my
friends’ families have been facing some hard-
ships to support them financially. For example,
when we consider the—two Turkish lira equals
one American dollar, this situation is getting
more important for us. We think that the most
reason of this situation is the high level of pay-
ment. What do you think, and do you have any
working about this issue? Thank you.

The President. Well, first of all, we’re glad
you’re here, and we hope you’re having a won-
derful experience. One of the great things
about American universities is, they are mag-
nets for talent from around the world. And that
has enriched us immeasurably. It enriches us
in part because students who come here and
study and excel may end up staying here and
working and starting businesses, and that’s al-
ways been part of the American experience, is
smart, striving immigrants coming here and
succeeding. And that makes everybody better
off, which is part of the reason why we’ve got
to get immigration reform done so that if we’re
taking the time to train a great computer scien-
tist or engineer or entrepreneur, we’re not,
then, just sending them back to their country.
Let’s invite them, if they want to stay, to suc-

Now, obviously, when it comes to F
grants, loans, supports, subsidies that w
vide, those are for our citizens. And a
Americans are having a tough time aff
college, as we talked about, so we can’t 
it too thin. What we can do, though, is to
sure that if tuition is reasonable for all st
who enroll, then it makes it easier for in
tional students to come and study here a

So all the things that I talked about 
apply to foreign students as well as Am
students. We need to make sure that co
affordable, that it’s a good value. The
news is that there are schools out there t
doing a great job already. And we just n
make sure that we’re duplicating some o
best practices across the country.

All right, who’s next? Let’s see, it’s a
lady’s turn, isn’t it? Okay. Go ahead, righ
in the red—or orange.

Civil Rights/Education

Q. My name is Anne Bailey, and I am
ulty member in the history and Africana
ies department here. And I teach A
American history and African diaspora s
And tomorrow I’m going to the 50th ann
ry of the March on Washington. And I
ing, and I’m going with my son, becau
here, as you said, because of a good edu
and that good education came—became
ble because of that faith-inspired mov
that really reached such an important
stone 50 years ago.

And I’m so grateful for the fact that
that opportunity and that my son an
these young people will have these opp
ties. But I still kind of wonder where 
now in terms of education and civil 
Have we—where do you think we are?
do we need to do to kind of make sure th
education for all, including underrepre
groups? That’s just my question.

The President. Well, 50 years aft
March on Washington and the “I H
Dream” speech,” obviously, we’ve made
mous strides. I’m a testament to it. Yo
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testament to it. The diversity of this room and
the students who are here is a testimony to it.

hard. Not everybody is going to succeed, but
they’ll have a better chance if we put those
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And that impulse towards making sure every-
body gets a fair shot is one that found expres-
sion in the civil rights movement, but then
spread to include Latinos and immigrants and
gays and lesbians.

And what’s wonderful to watch is that the
younger generation seems—each generation
seems wiser in terms of wanting to treat people
fairly and do the right thing and not discrimi-
nate. And that’s a great victory that we should
all be very proud of.

On the other hand, I think what we’ve also
seen is that the legacy of discrimination—slav-
ery, Jim Crow—has meant that some of the in-
stitutional barriers for success for a lot of
groups still exist. African American poverty in
this country is still significantly higher than
other groups. Same is true for Latinos. Same is
true for Native Americans.

And even if there weren’t active discrimina-
tion taking place right now—and obviously, we
know that some discrimination still exists, al-
though nothing like what existed 50 years
ago—but let’s assume that we eliminated all
discrimination, magically with a wand, and ev-
erybody had goodness in their heart. You’d still
have a situation in which there are a lot of folks
who are poor and whose families have become
dysfunctional because of a long legacy of pov-
erty and live in neighborhoods that are run
down and schools that are underfunded and
don’t have a strong property tax base. And it
would still be harder for young people born in-
to those communities to succeed than those
who were born elsewhere.

So if in fact that’s the case—and that is what
I believe—then it’s in all of our interests to
make sure that we are putting in place smart
policies to give those communities a lift and to
create ladders so that young people in those
communities can succeed.

Well, what works? We’ve already talked
about what works. Early childhood education
works. We know that can make a difference.
It’s not going to solve every problem, but it can
help level the playing field for kids early in life
so that—they’re still going to have to work

things in place.
Making college affordable, that make

ference. Because we know, in part beca
the legacy of discrimination, that comm
of color have less wealth. If they hav
wealth, it means that mom and dad 
more difficult time financing college. W
should make sure that every young pers
gardless of their color, can access a colle
ucation.

I think the biggest challenge we have
that we don’t know what policies work, i
ting our politics right. Because part of 
happened over the last several decades 
cause times have been tough, because 
and incomes for everybody have not be
ing up, everybody is pretty anxious 
what’s happening in their lives and what
happen for their kids, and so they get w
that, well, if we’re helping people in p
that must be hurting me somehow, it’s 
something away from me.

And part of what I think we have to 
stand is that America has always been
successful, we’ve always grown fastest, a
erybody’s incomes have gone up fastest
our economic growth is broad based, n
when a few people are doing well at th
but when everybody is doing well.

And so if working people and folks w
struggling—whether they’re White, 
Hispanic, Asian, Native American, dis
LGBT—if working folks join together a
common principles and policies that wi
lift everybody, then everybody will be 
off, including, by the way, the folks at th
Because when the economy is growin
people have jobs and people are seeing
incomes, they go out, and they shop mor
that means businesses are doing bette
you buy a new iPod, and Apple is happ
shareholders are pleased, and—[laughte

But unfortunately, we’ve got politics
times that divides instead of bringing 
together. And we’ve seen that over th
couple of years: the tendency to suggest
how that government is taking somethin
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you and giving it to somebody else and your
problems will be solved if we just ignore them

and on. I’ve said enough. I’m afraid it’s one of
the family business of the professoriate to say
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or don’t help them. And that, I think, is some-
thing that we have to constantly struggle
against, whether we’re Black or White or what-
ever color we are.

All right? Thank you.
How much time have we got? I want to

make sure that I get a couple more questions
in here. Two more. We’ll make it three.
[Laughter] We’ll make it three. This gentle-
man right here in the front. Here, we’ve got a
mike right here.

Alternative and Renewable Energy Sources
and Technologies/Energy Efficiency

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. My name is
Adam Flint. I work currently at Cooperative
Extension, but I’ve been connected to this in-
stitution since 1966. And I want to tell you
about the Broome Energy Conservation Corps
where we are educating, training and also em-
ploying Binghamton University graduates and
current students to really take the vision that,
well, Kennedy and others advanced of service
to the problems of the community and to the
country.

And at Cooperative Extension, our energy
corps students are helping people who could
not benefit from energy efficiency, they’re
helping getting people employed with local
home performance contactors. And we could
do so much more if it were possible for pro-
grams like ours across the country to be able to
know that we’re going to be here in 2014,
which we don’t right now.

And so I guess we’ve been in discussions
with Harvey and with many of the people in
this room, with Matt Ryan, with many of the
senior Binghamton University folks, and we’d
really like to see coming out of Washington
some good news about funding for the green
economy for the future and for our ability to
give a future to our children that right now I’m
doubtful about.

You have two girls. I’ve got two girls. And
this is the last century of fossil fuels, so we’ve
got to make it happen. With this energy corps,
we could move to food corps and on and on

too much. And I’m going to shut up and
to the wisdom that I hope you will bring
question.

The President. Well, the—as you ind
in your remarks, we are going to have t
pare for a different energy future than t
we have right now.

Now, we’re producing traditional en
fossil fuels—at record levels. And we’ve 
ly achieved—or are on the verge of a
ing—about as close as you can get to ene
dependence as America is going to 
mean, natural gas, oil, all that stuff is goi

In some cases, what you’ve seen is th
example, transitional fuels like natural ga
replaced coal, which temporarily are re
greenhouse gases. But the bottom line is
are still finite resources. Climate change 
The planet is getting warmer. And you
several billion Chinese, Indians, African
others who also want cars, refrigerators
tricity. And as they go through their de
ment cycle, the planet cannot sustain th
kinds of energy use as we have right n
we’re going to have to make a shift.

That’s why when I came into offic
made record investments in green energ
that’s why I think it’s critical for us to in
research and development around clean
gy. And that’s why it sounds like program
yours need to take advantage of techn
that already exist.

We’re going to have to invent som
technologies to solve all of our energy
lems. But we know, for example, the low
ing fruit of energy efficiency. We know
we design our schools, homes, hospitals
efficiently, that as a country, we could pr
cut our power usage by 20, 25, 30 percen
existing technologies and without loweri
standard of living.

And by the way, we can put a whole 
of folks to work doing it right now. We
gather up a whole bunch of young peopl
in this community, train them for insu
for energy-efficient construction, and 
whole bunch of buildings and institution
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here, and eventually, it would pay for itself. So
it’s a win-win across the board.

we can make—and by the way, businesses can
make money doing it, and people can get jobs
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Unfortunately, what we’ve seen too often in
Congress is that the fossil fuel industries tend
to be very influential—let’s put it that way—on
the Energy Committees in Congress. And they
tend not to be particularly sympathetic to alter-
native energy strategies. And in some cases,
we’ve actually been criticized that it’s a socialist
plot that’s restricting your freedom for us to
encourage energy-efficient light bulbs, for ex-
ample. I never understood that. [Laughter]
But you hear those arguments. I mean, you can
go on the web, and people will be decrying
how simple stuff that we’re doing, like trying to
set up regulations to make appliances more en-
ergy efficient—which saves consumers money
and is good for our environment—is somehow
restricting America’s liberty and violates the
Constitution.

So a lot of our job is to educate the public as
to why this can be good for them in a very nar-
row self-interested way. This is not pie in the
sky. This is not tree-hugging, sprout-eating
university professors. [Laughter] This is a prac-
tical, hardheaded, smart, business-savvy ap-
proach to how we deal with energy. And we
should be investing it and encouraging it and
expanding it. And so I budgeted for it. I will
fight for it.

But just as I will be advocating and fighting
for Head Start or increases in our science and
technology funding, the challenge is going to
be that my friends in the other party right now
in Congress seem less interested in actual gov-
erning and taking practical strategies and seem
more interested in trying to placate their base
or scoring political points. Or they’re worried
about primaries in the upcoming election.

That can’t be how we run a country. That’s
not responsible leadership. And my hope is, is
that we’ll see a different attitude when we get
back. But we’ll only see a different attitude if
the public pushes folks in a different direction.

Ultimately, what has an impact on politi-
cians is votes. And that influence is not only—
it can’t just come from districts that are strong-
ly Democratic. We need voices in Republican
districts to say this is a smart thing to do. And

doing it. And it’s just sensible. And it’s go
the way, for our national security b
those countries that control the energy 
of the future, they’re the ones that are g
be in a position to succeed economically

So all right. I’ve got time for a couple
Yes, right here.

Q. Good afternoon, Mr. Presiden
name is Lauren Villalva. I’m an inte
neuroscience major, and——

The President. That sounds very impr
[Laughter] What was that again?

Q. Integrative neuroscience.
The President. Okay, so tell me abou

What——
Q. It’s not——
The President. Explain that to me. 

something to do with the brain and 
and——

Q. It’s a mix between psychology and b
The President. Okay.
Q. So it’s not as impressive as you thin
The President. No, it’s very impr

[Laughter] Come on. Absolutely. A
what’s the question?

Postsecondary Education/Affordability

Q. Well, my question today is about
cial aid.

The President. Yes.
Q. Currently, financial aid eligibility is

on—or heavily based on a student’s pare
come. Now, there are many middle clas
lies that send their students to State s
like Binghamton, who live in high-cost r
such as New York City. Now, do you th
possible for the financial aid formula to i
the living costs of the region that app
live in?

The President. It’s an interesting qu
and sounds like it’s got some sympathy. 
absolutely true is that what it means to b
dle class in New York is going to be di
than what it means to be middle class in
ming, just in terms of how far your dolla
And I think it is a relevant question.
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It is a challenging problem because if you
start getting into calibrating costs of living just

will it be strictly limited to undergraduate edu-
cation?
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in a State like New York—a big State that has
such diversity in terms of cost of living—then it
might get so complicated that it would be diffi-
cult to administer. But I—why don’t I just say
this: I think it is a important question, and I’m
going to talk to Secretary Arne Duncan about
it and find out what kind of research and work
we’ve done on that issue to see if we can poten-
tially make a difference.

Now, one way of handling this would not be
at the Federal level, but potentially at the State
level. So you could manage something at the
State level, where people may have a better
sense of the differences in cost of living in a
State, and say, we’ll make some adjustments
for students who are coming from higher cost
areas versus lower cost areas. That might be
easier to do than to try to administer it at the
Federal level from Washington for all 50
States.

But I’ll check with the Department of Edu-
cation. And I’ll make sure my team gets your e-
mail so that you get a personal answer from the
Secretary. All right? Okay.

All right. I’ve got one last question, and I
want to make sure it’s a student. Are you a stu-
dent?

Q. Maybe.
The President. Maybe? No, that doesn’t count.

If he said maybe—[laughter].
Q. I am.
The President. All right. You are?
Okay, this young man right here. [Laughter]

I just wanted to make sure. He might have
been a young-looking professor. [Laughter]

Postsecondary Education

Q. Mr. President, I’m Danny. I’m from
here—I’m a student here. I’m from the high
school to college, which I’m sure that you
know. My question is—you spoke about in-
creasing financial aid for college students.
However, I feel that with the competitive job
market, a bachelor’s will not be enough to se-
cure a job. My question is will any of these
funds go towards grad school programs? Or

The President. Well, first of all, a go
dergraduate education means you are
more employer—employable and you’re
more likely to get a job. Each additional
of education that you get—if done w
you’re getting good value—is going to en
your marketability. And we see that in t
tistics. That’s not just talk.

The fact is, is that the average Am
who has more than—a college educat
greater is a third less likely to be unem
than somebody who just graduated from
school. So don’t underestimate the powe
undergraduate education. It can make a
ence.

Now, what’s true is that if you, for ex
in computer sciences want to get a mas
computer science or a Ph.D. in comput
ence, presumably that will make you
more marketable. And we want to mak
that financial aid is also available for gr
students. And the way programs curren
ist, that financial aid does exist, althoug
cally you get fewer subsidies and a less
able interest rate for graduate education

We’re probably not going to be able t
pletely solve that, and here’s the reason 
got a lot of scholarships and grant mon
my undergraduate education, so I didn’t
lot of debt when I got out. I then decide
to law school. And I went to a very go
school that was very expensive. Most 
debt when I graduated was from law sc
had about $60,000 worth of debt. But th
was, I was able to—if I wanted to, at 
earn so much money coming out of law 
that I really didn’t need a subsidy. I cou
it back. It took me a little longer to pay 
than some of my friends because I we
public service and I didn’t try to maxim
income. But if I had been a partner at
firm pulling down half a million dollars 
there’s no reason why I should necessari
gotten a subsidy for that.

The one area where I think we can m
big difference goes back to the very firs
tion I asked—that was asked of me w
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came to schools of nursing. Across the board in
graduate school, what we want to do is to pro-

If you have ideas or questions that were not
somehow addressed, then we’d like to hear
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vide incentives for folks who need specialized
education, but are willing to give back some-
thing to the community, to the country: doc-
tors who are willing to serve in underserved
communities; nurses who are willing to serve
in underserved communities; lawyers who are
willing to work in the State’s Attorney’s Office
or as a public defender. Right?

So the more we can do around programs for
graduate studies where we say to you, if you’re
willing to commit to 5 years working in a place
that doesn’t have a doctor and you’re studying
to be a doctor, we’re going to forgive you a
bunch of those loans. I’d like to see more pro-
grams like that. And I’ve asked the Secretary of
Education to see how we can make those more
accessible to more students. All right?

Well, listen, everybody, this has been a great
conversation. And I—let me just say that you
will be hearing more about this debate over the
course of the next year. We will be talking to
your university president. We’ll be talking to
the chancellor of the entire system. We’ll be
talking to faculty. We’ll be talking to students.

from you. And go to whitehouse.gov. Th
whole section where we can get com
ideas. And that—I promise you, we a
pay attention when you guys raise questi

And for those of you who are still sorti
student aid—if you’re still in high scho
example, and you’re thinking about go
college and you don’t know exactly what
sense for you—we do have a website 
studentaid.gov—studentaid.gov—that c
very helpful to you in identifying wh
should be thinking about when it come
nancing your college education.

But we’re going to do everything we 
make sure that not only are you able to su
without being loaded up with debt, but
fully, you’re going to be able to afford t
your kids to college as well. All right?

Thank you for your great hospitality
preciate it. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:48 p
the Mandela Room of the University Un

Remarks at Lackawanna College in Scranton, Pennsylvania
August 23, 2013

The President. Hello, Lackawanna! Hello,
Falcons! Well, it is good to be back in Scranton.

Audience member. We love you!
The President. I love you back.
Now, first of all, everybody, take a seat. I

want everybody to be comfortable. Here are
some reasons I’m happy to be back in Scran-
ton. Reason number one is, the first time I
came to Scranton I was invited to a St. Patrick’s
Day party that the ladies were hosting. And
I’ve got to say, Michelle got a little jealous, be-
cause they were—I was getting kisses, and I
came home and had all this lipstick on my col-
lar—[laughter]—and Michelle said, “What’s
going on there?” [Laughter] I said, “No, I was
just campaigning.” [Laughter]

So that makes me like Scranton. A second
reason that I love Scranton is because if it
weren’t for Scranton, I wouldn’t have Joe

Biden. And today is a special day for J
me because 5 years ago today, on Aug
2008, I announced in Springfield, Illino
home State, that Joe Biden was going to
running mate. And it was the best decisio
I ever made politically, because I love th
And he’s got heart, and he cares about p
and he’s willing to fight for what he belie
and he’s got some Scranton in him.

And there’s not a day that goes by th
doesn’t talk about where he comes from 
doesn’t talk about all of you. And he 
stands why he got into public service, b
he carries with him the values that you 
him and the friendships that he made. A
just want all of you to know that I am lu
have Joe, not just as a running mate, bu
importantly, as a friend. And we love hi
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ly. And I am so blessed to be here. And thank
you, Joe, for saying yes 5 years ago.

plause] Have you—all you guys have been fol-
lowing me around everywhere? [Laughter]
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Third reason I love Scranton is because
there are a lot of Caseys around here. [Laugh-
ter] Now, Joe already talked about Bob Casey’s
mom, who is gorgeous and wonderful, and we
love her dearly. But I’ve got to admit, Bob
Casey is not bad either. [Laughter] He is a
great United States Senator, and I’m proud to
call him a friend. We love Terese, and we love
his family.

Back in 2008, when we were campaigning in
Pennsylvania and we were having a tough time
and getting bad press, Bob Casey was right
there with me on a train. And you can judge
your friends not by when you’re doing well, but
when you’re having a tough time, and that’s the
kind of person Bob Casey is. And so I’m grate-
ful for him.

We’ve got—Mayor Chris Doherty is here.
Give him a big round of applause. The State at-
torney general, Kathleen Kane is here. The
president of Lackawanna, Mark Volk is here.

I want to say thank you to Urica Carver for
the wonderful introduction to Joe. Good job,
Urica. And finally, I want to thank all the stu-
dents who are here. I know that—looks like
we’ve got the Falcons football team here.
When’s your first game?

Audience member. Thirty-first!
The President. The 31st? You guys going to

be ready?
Audience members. Yeah!
The President. Okay, I just want to make

sure. [Laughter]
I know classes don’t start again until next

week, so I appreciate you being inside when
the day is so nice outside, because these last
few days of summer vacation I know are pre-
cious. But we’re here to talk about something
important, and that is, are we doing right by,
not just this generation, but future genera-
tions?

I’m on a road trip. It started at the Universi-
ty of Buffalo. Then, I—[applause]—there you
go. Then, I went to Syracuse, talked to some
high school students there; then Binghamton
University for a town hall earlier today. [Ap-

And we’re ending this bus tour h
Scranton. And I wanted to visit Lacka
College because of the great work that 
doing here: giving people a first-class 
tion that doesn’t cost a fortune, with sup
place to make sure that students stay on 

I’m told that many students here a
first in their families to attend college. 
know your families are proud of you, b
proud of you, because getting a higher 
tion is one of the best things you can 
yourself and for your country.

But we’ve got to make sure that we’re
right by you. That’s what I want to talk
today. Over the past month, I’ve been v
towns like Scranton and talking about w
need to do as a country to secure a bett
gain for the middle class and everybody 
fighting to get into the middle class. We
to have a national strategy that grows the
omy in a broad-based way so that eve
who works hard has a chance to su
That’s our goal. That’s what we’re fightin

Now, for the past 4½ years, we’ve
fighting back from a brutal recession
Americans their jobs and homes and savi
some cases. And what happened was t
cession showed what had been some 
term trends that were eroding middle cl
curity. Folks at the top had been doin
well. But ordinary Americans hadn’t see
wages go up, hadn’t seen their salaries go
was getting harder to save, harder to sa
your kids’ college education. Health ca
getting harder to obtain. A lot of manu
ing had gone overseas.

And so what Joe and I said was, our f
not just to fix the problems created by t
sis. We’ve got to change the fundamen
that we get back to the day when if you w
work hard, if you are willing to be respo
you can make it. You can succeed.

So we saved an auto industry. We too
broken health care system. We invested 
technologies to achieve energy indepen
We changed our Tax Code that was tilt
much in favor of folks who were doin
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well at the expense of working families. We
started to crack down on some of the practices

and have another financial crisis unless, for ex-
ample, we get rid of the health care reform
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we had seen in the financial sector that had got
us into this mess in the first place.

And because of that work, our businesses to-
day have created 7.3 million new jobs over the
last 41 months. We’re generating more energy
than ever before. We sell more goods made in
America to other countries than ever before.
Manufacturing is starting to come back and in-
shore instead of outsource. Health care costs
are growing at the slowest rate in 50 years. Our
deficits are falling at the fastest rate in 60
years.

So thanks to the grit and resilience and hard
work of the American people—and some good
policies—we’ve been able to clear away the
rubble of the financial crisis. We’re laying the
foundation for an economy that works for ev-
erybody. But as I’ll bet a lot of families in
Scranton will tell you, we’re not yet where we
need to be. We’ve got a lot of more work to do.

Like I said, even before the crisis hit, we
were living through a decade where almost all
the productivity gains, all the benefits of tech-
nology were accruing at the very top. And the
average family had seen their incomes and
wages flat or actually go down a little bit. Most
families were working harder and harder just
to get by. Costs of everything else were going
up, but your wages and your incomes weren’t
going up.

So reversing that trend, returning to the
days when: if you are willing to work hard you
can succeed, that should be Washington’s
highest priority. [Applause] That should be
Washington’s highest priority. That’s Joe’s
highest priority. That’s Bob Casey’s highest
priority. That’s my highest priority. That’s what
we should be focused on every single day.

But we do have a problem, which is we’ve
got some of our friends down in Washington
who—and it’s not all Republicans, but there’s a
strong faction—[laughter]—who instead of fo-
cusing on what’s helping middle class families
succeed, they’re spending time arguing about
whether or not we should be paying the bills
for things we already spent money on. They’re
threatening now to shut down the Government

that we fought to pass and that’s going 
vide millions of people health care secu
the first time.

That won’t create jobs. That’s not go
help our economy. That doesn’t strength
middle class. I have not seen a policy c
out of them that would actually help or
folks. And we can’t afford the usual Wa
ton circus of distractions and political p
ing and special interests and phony sc
We can’t afford that. We’ve got too muc
to do.

We’ve got to build on the cornersto
what it means to be middle class in Ame
good job with good wages, a good educa
home of your own, affordable health ca
cure retirements even if you’re not rich
ladders of opportunity for everybody 
willing to work for it. That’s what we sho
fighting for.

And one of the most important thin
can do to restore that sense of upward m
ty, the ability to achieve the American D
the idea that if—you can make it if you t
of the most important things we can do i
sure every child is getting a good educat

And the students who are studying
they understand that. That’s why they’ve
sacrifices. That’s why their family are m
sacrifices. You understand that in the f
global competition—when the German
the Chinese and the Indians are all p
more money into education and putting
money into research and—that we can
stand pat. We can’t stand by and do no
You understand that a great education i
important than ever.

And you don’t have to take my word
Look, the data is clear: If you get some k
higher education—whether it’s a 2-ye
gree, a 4-year degree, a technical col
you’re more likely to have a job. You’re
likely to see your income goes up—goi
More than ever before, some form of 
education is the surest path into the m
class and the surest path that you stay th
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Now, here’s the challenge: The soaring cost
of higher education has become an increasing

taking on so much debt that they’re not sure
they’re ever going to be able to pay it back.
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burden and barrier for too many young people.
College has never been more necessary, but
it’s never been more expensive.

Audience member. [Inaudible]
The President. It’s true. [Laughter]
Over the past—listen to this statistic, be-

cause this is important. Over the past three de-
cades, past 30 years, the average tuition at a
public 4-year college has risen by more than
250 percent. So it didn’t just double, it went up
250 percent. The typical family income has on-
ly gone up 16 percent. So you do the math. I’m
not a math major, but there are probably some
good math people here. If you’ve got the cost
of college going up like this and incomes going
up like that, you start getting that bigger and
bigger gap, and that means it’s harder and
harder for young people to afford college.

And meanwhile, States have been cutting
back on their higher education budgets. And
let’s face it, here in Pennsylvania there have
been brutal cuts to not just higher education,
but education generally. Not enough colleges
have been able to cut back on their costs. So
what happens if costs are going up, incomes
are flat, and the State actually reduces its sup-
port for higher education? Well, what you end
up with is, students have to pick up the tab,
families have to pick up the tab, and taxpayers
have to pick up the tab in the form of more and
more financial assistance.

And that’s what’s happened. The average
student who borrows for college now graduates
owing more than $26,000, but a lot of folks will
owe a lot more than that. I get letters from
people who have $100,000 worth of debt. I’ve
got—young people who’ve got $120,000 worth
of debt. And they may be working as teachers.
They may be doing really important work.
They may be working as researchers. But they
can’t pay off that kind of debt.

So what’s ending up happening is students
end up facing a choice that they should never
have to make: Either they say no to college,
which means that they’re going to be paying
the price the rest of their lifetimes for not get-
ting a degree; or they go to college, but they’re

And if you come out with huge debt
does that mean? It means you can’t get a
gage on a house right away because you’
ing off your debt. You may put off sta
family because you’re worried about pay
the debt. If you’ve got a good idea for sta
business, you’re maybe going to put th
because you’re still servicing your deb
that’s bad for the entire economy. Tha
for everybody.

That’s a choice we should not accept.
not who we are. Keep in mind, this is a c
that gave my grandfather, when he cam
from World War II, the chance to go to c
for free on the GI bill. All right? My m
was able to go to a public university and 
support she needed so she could go to 
even though she was raising two kids an
to work part time to do it.

Michelle and I, we’re only where we 
day because scholarships and student
gave us a shot at a great education. And
way, we did have to borrow a lot of mo
didn’t pay off all of my student loans unt
before I was elected to the U.S. Senate
in my forties. I was supposed to be sav
Malia and Sasha; I was still paying off my
[Laughter] So I know a little bit about th

The point is, though, in the past, we’v
what was required to support the next g
tion succeeding, because we understo
they succeed, then we’ll all succeed. But
kind of lost track of that. So when Joe
came in—with the help of Bob Casey an
ers—we took some steps to help make s
loans more affordable. We changed the 
where student loans were going through
and banks were making billions of dolla
said, let’s just give the loans directly 
dents, save billions of dollars so we ca
more help to more students. [Applause]
what we did.

We set up a consumer watchdog to he
dents and their families navigate throu
financial options, make sure that they do
taken by shady lenders. And we gave
tools and resources to students and fam
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finance college. And by the way, young people,
if you’re still trying to figure out how to finance

ernor in Massachusetts who set it up. It’s work-
ing really well. [Laughter]
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it, go to studentaid.gov—studentaid.gov—and
it will give you information that you need.

And then we took action to cap loan repay-
ments at 10 percent of monthly incomes for a
lot of borrowers who were going into public
service so that they could responsibly manage
their debt. And overall, these things made col-
lege more affordable, more accessible for mil-
lions of students and families. Using tax credits
and grants and student loans, all this helped.
And then, just a few weeks ago, working with
Bob Casey and others, we worked to make sure
that student loan rates didn’t double. And that
saves the typical undergraduate more than
$1,500 for this year’s loans.

So we’ve made some progress. But it’s not
enough. The system is on a trajectory that is
unsustainable, because if you keep on seeing
the cost of college tuition go up and up and up,
then no matter how much money we put in for
loans or grants or what have you, it’s not going
to keep up. And it means students are going to
be even deeper in debt.

What we have to do is to actually reduce the
cost. And that means that State legislatures
cannot just keep cutting support for public col-
lege and universities. They’ve got to prioritize
the next generation. It means colleges have to
work harder to prevent tuition from going up
year after year.

Our economy cannot afford the trillion dol-
lars in outstanding student loan debt. We can’t
price the middle class and everybody working
to get into the middle class out of a college ed-
ucation. We’re going to have to change how we
do business. Higher education is not a luxury,
it’s an economic necessity. And every Ameri-
can should be able to afford it.

So yesterday I announced some new re-
forms to shake up the system. Some will re-
quire action from Congress. [Laughter] That
will—that’s always challenging. But these are
ideas that should have bipartisan support. Of
course, so should Obamacare. It’s actually a re-
ally good idea. It’s going to work. Used to be a
Republican idea. [Laughter] There was a Gov-

But some of the reforms we’re propos
can make on our own. We’re going to
with colleges to keep costs down. We’re
to work with States to make higher educ
bigger priority in the budget. And by th
students, we’re going to also ask a little
from you too, when it comes to you rec
financial aid, because you’re going to ha
sponsibilities as well.

And these reforms won’t be popular w
the institutions out there, because so
them are doing okay with the status quo
if their students aren’t graduating, they
getting the money. But I’m not concerne
the institutions. I’m concerned with th
dents. I want the students to get a goo
The institutions are there to serve the st
and educate the young people.

So my plan comes down to three main
Number one, I’m directing my adminis
to come up with a new, more useful rati
tem for colleges. What we’re going to do
just measure—right now a lot of these
systems are based on how selective the 
is, how expensive the school is, how ni
dorm rooms are. What I want is for us t
sure the kind of value they’re giving st
and their families. And are they providi
opportunity that we should be providin
they helping students from all kinds of
grounds succeed? Are they graduatin
dents at a good rate? Are students grad
with manageable debt? Do they have 
career potential? Are students getting j
ter they graduate from these places? 
what we want to focus on.

So that’s information that’s useful. That
you can use. It will help students and pare
ure out how much value a college truly off

And then, down the road, using the
ings, we’re going to work with Congr
change how we allocate Federal aid f
lege. Because I said this last year, and I 
it: Colleges that keep their tuition down
providing a high-quality education, we w
see their taxpayer support go up. We 
not be subsidizing schools that are not g
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good results for the young people who attend
them. We’ve got to do more to reward schools

And too many students don’t know that the
program exists. So we’re going to launch a
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that deliver for students and our future. So
that’s number one.

Number two, we’re going to encourage more
colleges to innovate, try new things, do things
that can provide a great education without
breaking the bank. So, for example, a number
of colleges across the country are using online
education to save time and money for their stu-
dents. Or they may be, for example, seeing if
you can get credits faster. If you can show com-
petency, if you know your subject matter, you
shouldn’t—it shouldn’t matter how many hours
in a classroom you were. Question is, do you
know the subject? And if you can accelerate it,
you should be able to save money doing it.

Some schools are trying what you’re doing
here in Scranton, and that’s creating partner-
ships between high school and colleges so stu-
dents in high school can start accruing some
credits. They can get a jump on their degree.
That saves them money.

So the bottom line is, I want to see schools
and States get in the game: try new things, fig-
ure out how to maintain high quality while re-
ducing costs. And we’ll provide incentives to
States to do that.

And then, the third thing: Even if we control
costs, some of you are still going to have debt
once you graduate. That’s okay. I had debt. Joe
had debt. I mean, not all of us are—have par-
ents who, no matter how much they love us and
work hard, can afford to pay for all of our col-
lege. But the question is, can you manage it and
afford it responsibly? People don’t want to take
out debt, but they’re making a good investment.
Education is something that will pay off in time,
but it’s got to be managed. I don’t want debt to
keep you from getting the job that you want or
getting married or buying your first home.

So that’s why we already capped repayments
at 10 percent of a student income after college
for a lot of students. We call it Pay As You
Earn. Right? So far it’s helping about 2.5 mil-
lion students. But there are a lot of students,
both current and former students, who aren’t
eligible. So we want to work with Congress to
fix that and make more students eligible for it.

campaign to help borrowers learn more
their options. Because we should allow
student the chance to pay back their loa
way that doesn’t stop them from becom
teacher or becoming a nurse who is wor
a needy community. You may have grea
You may choose a profession that doesn’
lot of money. You should be able to d
And you’re giving back to the commun
should help you do it.

So if we do these three things—increa
ue, encourage innovation, help people m
their debt after graduation—then we’
more students afford college. We’ll help
students graduate from college. We’l
more students keep their debt low and r
faster. We can do that.

Audience member. You need to prote
future by banning fracking!

The President. Well, there you go. [L
ter] The—now, this is going to take a
work. But the people of Scranton, I 
know something about hard work. The A
can people know something about hard
So just because something is hard d
mean that we don’t do it. We can get this
We can get college more affordable. W
have the best trained workforce in the w
we keep on moving forward. And Joe an
going to keep pushing for a better barg
the middle class, a better bargain for th
generation. And, Scranton, we’re going t
your help to get it done.

God bless you. God bless the United
of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:42 p.m.
gymnasium. In his remarks, he referred
len Casey, mother, and Terese Casey, w
Sen. Robert P. Casey, Jr.; Urica Carver, 
ate, Lackawanna College; and former Go
W. Mitt Romney of Massachusetts. He a
ferred to his sister Maya Soetoro-Ng. Th
script released by the Office of the Press
tary also included the remarks of Vice
dent Joe Biden, who introduced the Pres
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The President’s Weekly Address
August 24, 2013
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Hi, everybody. Over the past month, I’ve
been visiting towns across America, talking
about what our country needs to do to secure a
better bargain for the middle class. This week,
I met with high school and college students in
New York and Pennsylvania to discuss the sur-
est path to the middle class: some form of
higher education.

But at a moment when a higher education
has never been more important, it’s also never
been more expensive. That’s why, over the past
4 years, we’ve helped make college more af-
fordable for millions of students and families
with grants and loans that go farther from be-
fore.

But students and families and taxpayers can-
not just keep subsidizing college costs that
keep going up and up, not when the average
student now graduates more than $26,000 in
debt.

We cannot price the middle class out of a
college education. That’s why I proposed ma-
jor new reforms to make college more afford-
able and make it easier for folks to pay for their
education.

First, we’re going to start rating colleges
based on opportunity—are they helping stu-
dents from all kinds of backgrounds succeed;
and on outcomes—their value to students and
parents. In time, we’ll use those ratings to
make sure that the colleges that keep their tu-

ition down are the ones that will see the
payer funding go up.

Second, we’re going to jump-start co
tion between colleges over innovation
help more students graduate in less time
cost, while maintaining quality. A num
schools are already testing new appro
like putting more courses online or 
course credit on competence, not just
spent in the classroom.

And third, we’re going to help mor
dents responsibly manage their debt by m
more of them eligible for a loan repa
program called Pay As You Earn, whic
your loan payments at 10 percent of wh
make. And we’ll reach out directly to st
to make sure they know that this progr
ists.

These reforms won’t be popular with
body. But the path we’re on now is uns
able for our students and our economy. H
education shouldn’t be a luxury or a roll
dice; it’s an economic imperative that
family in America should be able to affor

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 5:20 p.m. on August 21 in the Ro
Room at the White House for broadc
August 24. The transcript was made av
by the Office of the Press Secretary on A
23, but was embargoed for release until
on August 24.

Remarks on Presenting the Medal of Honor to Staff Sergeant Ty M. Ca
August 26, 2013

The President. Good afternoon, everybody.
Please be seated. Welcome to the White
House. Actually, I should say welcome back.
Many of you joined us earlier this year when
we presented the Medal of Honor to Clint Ro-
mesha for his actions in the very same battle
that we remember today.

Clint could not be here. He’s engaged in a—
this week in a cause that is very close to all of

our hearts, and that’s ending homele
among our veterans. But we are hono
welcome back some of the men who 
that day at Combat Outpost Keating, me
of Black Knight Troop, and the Gold Sta
ilies of those who gave their lives that da

As these soldiers and families will te
they’re a family, forged in battle and lo
love. So today is something of a reunio
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we come together again, with gratitude and
pride, to bestow the Medal of Honor on a sec-

targets for enemies in the hills above. And as
dawn broke that October morning, with Ty and
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ond member of this family, Staff Sergeant Ty
Carter.

As always, we’re joined by many distin-
guished guests, and we welcome you all. Today
I want to focus on our most distinguished
guests: more than 40 members of Ty’s family;
your parents Mark, Paula, and stepmom Bar-
bara; your wife Shannon, who you call the
CEO of your family. You’re a wise man. I’ve
got the same arrangement. [Laughter] Your
beautiful children: 14-year-old Jayden; 8-year-
old Madison in her new dress, and she was tell-
ing me about her new room as we walked over
here, that—[laughter]—and 9-month-old Se-
hara, for whom we will try to make this brief
because we don’t know how long the Cheerios
will last. [Laughter]

Before they came, Ty said he was hoping to
take his children around Washington to show
them the sights and the history. But, Jayden,
Madison, if you want to know what makes our
country truly great, if you want to know what a
true American hero looks like, then you don’t
have to look too far. You just have to look at
your dad. Because today he’s the sight we’ve
come to see. Your dad inspires us, just like all
those big monuments and memorials do.

For this is a historic day: the first time in
nearly half a century, since the Vietnam war,
that we’ve been able to present the Medal of
Honor to two survivors of the same battle. In-
deed, when we paid tribute to Clint Romesha
earlier this year, we recalled how he and his
team provided the cover that allowed three
wounded Americans, pinned down in a Hum-
vee, to make their escape. The medal we pres-
ent today, the soldier that we honor—Ty Cart-
er—is the story of what happened in that
Humvee. It’s the story of what our troops do
for each other.

As some of you may recall, COP Keating
was not just one of the most remote outposts in
Afghanistan, it was also one of the most vulner-
able: on low ground, deep in a valley, sur-
rounded by towering mountains. When sol-
diers like Ty arrived, they couldn’t believe it.
They said it was like being in a fishbowl, easy

most of our troops still in their bunks
worst fears became a reality.

Fifty-three American soldiers were su
ly surrounded by more than 300 Taliban
ers. The outpost was being slammed fro
ery direction: machine-gun fire, rock
pelled grenades, mortars, sniper fire. 
chaos, the blizzard of bullets and ste
which Ty ran, not once or twice or even
times, but perhaps 10 times. And in do
he displayed the essence of true heroism
the urge to surpass all others at whateve
but the urge to serve others at whatever 

Ty jumped out of bed, put on his boo
his helmet and his Kevlar vest, grabbed
ammo, and he ran into bullets coming
like rain, for a hundred meters, to resup
comrades out in that Humvee. When
needed more, he ran back, blasted the lo
supply rooms and sprinted yet again—d
explosions, darting between craters—b
the Humvee.

The ferocious fire forced them insid
so it was that five American soldiers, inc
Ty and Specialist Stephan Mace, found
selves trapped in that Humvee, the tir
RPGs pouring in, peppering them with 
nel, threatening to break through the ar
their vehicle. And worst of all, Taliban f
were penetrating the camp. The cho
seemed, was simple: stay and die or mak
for it.

So once more, Ty stepped out into th
rage and, along with Sergeant Brad Lars
laid down fire, providing cover for the
three, including Stephan, as they dash
safety. But in those hellish moments, on
went down and then another. And Steph
appeared into the dust and smoke.

Back in that Humvee, Ty and Brad he
for hours; rolling down the window, 
crack, taking a shot, over and over; holdi
line, preventing that outpost from being
pletely overrun. Ty would later say
weren’t going to surrender, we were go
fight” to the last round. And then the
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him—their buddy, Stephan—on the ground,
wounded, about 30 yards away.

and fathers, stepmoms, and stepdads—who
honor their son; some 18 siblings who honor
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When the moment was right, Ty stepped
out again and ran to Stephan and, applying a
tourniquet to one of his legs, bandaging the
other, tending to his wounds, grabbing a tree
branch to splint his ankle. And if you are left
with just one image from that day, let it be this:
Ty Carter bending over, picking up Stephan
Mace, cradling him in his arms, and carrying
him—through all those bullets—and getting
him back to that Humvee.

And then, Ty stepped out again, recovering
a radio, finally making contact with the rest of
the troop, and they came up with a plan. As
Clint Romesha and his team provided cover,
these three soldiers made their escape: Ty,
Brad carrying Stephan on a stretcher, through
the chaos, delivering Stephan to the medics.

And the battle was still not over, so Ty re-
turned to the fight. With much of the outpost
on fire, the flames bearing down on the aid sta-
tion, with so many wounded inside, Ty stepped
out, one last time, exposing himself to enemy
fire, grabbed a chainsaw, cut down a burning
tree, saved the aid station, and helped to rally
his troop as they fought yard by yard. They
pushed the enemy back. Our soldiers retook
their camp.

Now, Ty says, “This award is not mine
alone.” The battle that day, he will say, was
“one team in one fight,” and everyone “did
what we could do to keep each other alive.”
Some of these men are with us again. And I
have to repeat this because they’re among the
most highly decorated units of this entire war:
37 Army Commendation Medals, 27 Purple
Hearts, 18 Bronze Stars for their valor, 9 Silver
Stars for their gallantry.

So, soldiers of COP Keating, please stand.
Today we also remember once more the

eight extraordinary soldiers who gave their last
full measure of devotion, some of whom spent
their final moments trying to rescue Ty and the
others in that Humvee. And we stand with
their families, who remind us how far the
heartbreak ripples: five wives, widows, who
honor their husbands; seven boys and girls who
honor their dad; at least 17 parents—mothers

their brother. Long after this war is over
families will still need our love and supp
all the years to come. [Applause]

And I would ask the COP Keating fa
to stand and be recognized, please.

Finally, as we honor Ty’s courage on th
tlefield, I want to recognize his courage
other battle he has fought. Ty has s
openly—with honesty and extraordinar
quence—about his struggle with posttra
stress: the flashbacks, the nightmares, th
ety, the heartache that makes it sometim
most impossible to get through a day. An
urged us to remember another soldie
COP Keating who suffered too, who eve
lost his own life back home and who 
member today for his service in Afgha
that day: Private Ed Faulkner, Jr.

At first, like a lot of troops, Ty resisted
ing help. But with the support of the Arm
encouragement of his commanders, and
importantly, the love of Shannon and th
Ty got help. The pain of that day—I th
understands, and we can only imagine
never fully go away. But Ty stands befor
a loving husband, a devoted father, an 
plary soldier who even redeployed to Af
stan.

So now he wants to help other tro
their own recovery. And it is absolutely 
for us to work with brave young men like
put an end to any stigma that keeps mor
from seeking help. So let me say it as cle
I can to any of our troops or veterans w
watching and struggling: Look at this
Look at this soldier. Look at this warrio
as tough as they come. And if he can fi
courage and the strength to not only see
but also to speak out about it, to take c
himself and to stay strong, then so can y
can you.

And as you summon that strength, o
tion needs to keep summoning the co
ment and the resources to make sure
there when you reach out. Because n
should ever suffer alone. And no one 
ever die waiting for the mental health ca
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they need. That’s unacceptable. And all of us
have to do better than we’re doing.

[At this point, Maj. S. Lee Meyer, USMC, Ma-
rine Corps Aide to the President, read the cita-
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As Ty knows, part of the healing is facing the
sources of pain. As we prepare for the reading
of the citation, I will ask you, Ty, to never for-
get the difference that you made on that day.
Because you helped turn back that attack, sol-
diers are alive today, like your battle buddy in
that Humvee, Brad Larson, who told us, “I owe
Ty my life.” Because you urged—you had the
urge to serve others at whatever cost, so many
Army families could welcome home their own
sons. And because of you, Stephan’s mother
Vanessa, who joins us again today, is able to
say: “Ty brought Stephan to safety, which, in
the end, gave him many more hours on this
Earth. Stephan felt at peace.” And she added,
in the words that speak for all of us, “I’m grate-
ful to Ty more than words can describe.”
That’s something.

God bless you, Ty Carter, and the soldiers of
the Black Knight Troop. God bless all our men
and women in uniform. God bless the United
States of America.

And with that, I would like to have the cita-
tion read.

tion. The President then presented the 
assisted by Maj. Michael P. Wagner, US
my Aide to the President.]

The President. Well, thank you very 
everybody. I hope you all enjoy the recep
want to not only thank Ty, but once
thank his extraordinary family, thank hi
and thank all of you for us being able
knowledge the extraordinary sacrifices th
men and women in uniform make every
day. And Ty is representative of exac
kind of people and the quality of peop
are serving us. We are grateful to them.

God bless you all. God bless America.
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:23 p.m.
East Room at the White House. In his re
he referred to S. Sgt. Clinton L. Ro
USA; Sgt. Bradley D. Larson, USA; V
Adelson, mother of Spc. Stephan L. 
USA, who was killed in Afghanistan on O
3, 2009; and Jayden Young, Madison C
and Sehara Carter, children of S. Sgt. Ca

Statement on the Death of Former Representative John J. Gilligan
August 26, 2013

Jack Gilligan lived his life in service to his
fellow Americans, especially those in his home
State of Ohio and across the United States who
were left out or left behind. During World War
II, he earned a Silver Star for his bravery at
Okinawa. And he never stopped serving his
country: as a Congressman, where he helped
enact historic legislation from the Voting
Rights Act to Medicare and Medicaid; and
then as Governor of Ohio.

In addition to his many other accomplish-
ments, Jack was the father of four extraordi-
nary children, including our Secretary of

Health and Human Services, Kathleen 
ius. Kathleen followed in the high tradi
public service that Jack set, and they b
the first father-daughter team of Govern
American history. She always made her
proud, and I’m proud to have her on m
each and every day. Michelle and I exte
deepest condolences to Kathleen, the 
Gilligan family, and their many friends.

NOTE: The statement referred to Dona
John P., and Ellen M. Gilligan, children
mer Rep. Gilligan.
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Remarks at the “Let Freedom Ring” Ceremony Commemorating the 50th
Anniversary of the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom
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August 28, 2013

To the King family, who have sacrificed and
inspired so much; to President Clinton; Presi-
dent Carter; Vice President Biden, Jill; fellow
Americans.

Five decades ago today, Americans came to
this honored place to lay claim to a promise
made at our founding: “We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable rights, that among these
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

In 1963, almost 200 years after those words
were set to paper, a full century after a great
war was fought and emancipation proclaimed,
that promise—those truths—remained un-
met. And so they came by the thousands from
every corner of our country, men and women,
young and old, Blacks who longed for freedom
and Whites who could no longer accept free-
dom for themselves while witnessing the sub-
jugation of others.

Across the land, congregations sent them off
with food and with prayer. In the middle of the
night, entire blocks of Harlem came out to
wish them well. With the few dollars they
scrimped from their labor, some bought tickets
and boarded buses, even if they couldn’t al-
ways sit where they wanted to sit. Those with
less money hitchhiked or walked. They were
seamstresses and steelworkers, students and
teachers, maids and Pullman porters. They
shared simple meals and bunked together on
floors. And then, on a hot summer day, they as-
sembled here, in our Nation’s Capital, under
the shadow of the Great Emancipator, to offer
testimony of injustice, to petition their Gov-
ernment for redress, and to awaken America’s
long-slumbering conscience.

We rightly and best remember Dr. King’s
soaring oratory that day, how he gave mighty
voice to the quiet hopes of millions, how he of-
fered a salvation path for oppressed and op-
pressors alike. His words belong to the ages,
possessing a power and prophecy unmatched
in our time.

But we would do well to recall that da
also belonged to those ordinary people 
names never appeared in the history 
never got on TV. Many had gone to segr
schools and sat at segregated lunch co
They lived in towns where they couldn
and cities where their votes didn’t m
They were couples in love who couldn’t 
soldiers who fought for freedom abroa
they found denied to them at home. Th
seen loved ones beaten and children fire
and they had every reason to lash out in
or resign themselves to a bitter fate.

And yet they chose a different path. 
face of hatred, they prayed for their to
tors. In the face of violence, they stood 
sat in with the moral force of nonvio
Willingly, they went to jail to protest 
laws, their cells swelling with the sou
freedom songs. A lifetime of indigniti
taught them that no man can take aw
dignity and grace that God grants us. Th
learned through hard experience what F
ick Douglass once taught: that freedom
given, it must be won, through strugg
discipline, persistence and faith.

That was the spirit they brought her
day. That was the spirit young people lik
Lewis brought to that day. That was the
that they carried with them, like a torch
to their cities and their neighborhoods
steady flame of conscience and courag
would sustain them through the campa
come: through boycotts and voter regis
drives and smaller marches far from the
light; through the loss of four little girls 
mingham and the carnage of the Edmun
tus Bridge and the agony of Dallas and C
nia and Memphis. Through setback
heartbreaks and gnawing doubt, that fla
justice flickered; it never died.

And because they kept marching, A
changed. Because they marched, a civil
law was passed. Because they marched,
ing rights law was signed. Because
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marched, doors of opportunity and education
swung open so their daughters and sons could

march in those years. Medgar Evers, James
Chaney, Andrew Goodman, Michael Schwer-
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finally imagine a life for themselves beyond
washing somebody else’s laundry or shining
somebody else’s shoes. Because they marched,
city councils changed, and State legislatures
changed, and Congress changed, and yes,
eventually, the White House changed.

Because they marched, America became
more free and more fair, not just for African
Americans, but for women and Latinos, Asians
and Native Americans; for Catholics, Jews, and
Muslims; for gays; for Americans with disabili-
ties. America changed for you and for me. And
the entire world drew strength from that exam-
ple, whether the young people who watched
from the other side of an Iron Curtain and
would eventually tear down that wall, or the
young people inside South Africa who would
eventually end the scourge of apartheid.

Those are the victories they won, with iron
wills and hope in their hearts. That is the trans-
formation that they wrought, with each step of
their well-worn shoes. That’s the debt that I
and millions of Americans owe those maids,
those laborers, those porters, those secretar-
ies—folks who could have run a company may-
be if they had ever had a chance; those White
students who put themselves in harm’s way,
even though they didn’t have to; those Japa-
nese Americans who recalled their own intern-
ment; those Jewish Americans who had sur-
vived the Holocaust; people who could have
given up and given in, but kept on keeping on,
knowing that “weeping may endure for a night,
but joy cometh in the morning.”

On the battlefield of justice, men and wom-
en without rank or wealth or title or fame
would liberate us all in ways that our children
now take for granted, as people of all colors
and creeds live together, and learn together,
and walk together, and fight alongside one an-
other, and love one another, and judge one an-
other by the content of our character in this
greatest nation on Earth.

To dismiss the magnitude of this progress—
to suggest, as some sometimes do, that little
has changed—that dishonors the courage and
the sacrifice of those who paid the price to

ner, Martin Luther King, Jr.—they did n
in vain. Their victory was great.

But we would dishonor those heroes 
to suggest that the work of this Nation is
how complete. The arc of the moral un
may bend towards justice, but it doesn’
on its own. To secure the gains that this
try has made requires constant vigilanc
complacency. Whether by challenging
who erect new barriers to the vote or en
that the scales of justice work equally 
and the criminal justice system is not si
pipeline from underfunded schools to
crowded jails, it requires vigilance.

And we’ll suffer the occasional setbac
we will win these fights. This count
changed too much. People of good w
gardless of party, are too plentiful for
with ill will to change history’s currents.

In some ways, though, the securing 
rights, voting rights, the eradication of
ized discrimination, the very significa
these victories may have obscured a s
goal of the march. For the men and w
who gathered 50 years ago were not th
search of some abstract ideal. They were
seeking jobs as well as justice; not just t
sence of oppression, but the presence o
nomic opportunity.

For what does it profit a man, Dr
would ask, to sit at an integrated lunch c
if he can’t afford the meal? This idea
one’s liberty is linked to one’s livelihoo
the pursuit of happiness requires the dig
work, the skills to find work, decent pay
measure of material security—this ide
not new. Lincoln himself understood th
laration of Independence in such term
promise that in due time, “the weights 
be lifted from the shoulders of all me
that all should have an equal chance.”

And Dr. King explained that the goals
rican Americans were identical to workin
ple of all races: “Decent wages, fair w
conditions, livable housing, old-age se
health and welfare measures, conditi
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which families can grow, have education for
their children, and respect in the community.”

We shouldn’t fool ourselves: The task will
not be easy. Since 1963, the economy has
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What King was describing has been the
dream of every American. It’s what’s lured for
centuries new arrivals to our shores. And it’s
along this second dimension—of economic op-
portunity, the chance through honest toil to
advance one’s station in life—where the goals
of 50 years ago have fallen most short.

Yes, there have been examples of success
within Black America that would have been
unimaginable a half century ago. But as has al-
ready been noted: Black unemployment has
remained almost twice as high as White em-
ployment, Latino unemployment close behind.
The gap in wealth between races has not less-
ened, it’s grown. And as President Clinton in-
dicated, the position of all working Americans,
regardless of color, has eroded, making the
dream Dr. King described even more elusive.

For over a decade, working Americans of all
races have seen their wages and incomes stag-
nate, even as corporate profits soar, even as the
pay of a fortunate few explodes. Inequality has
steadily risen over the decades. Upward mobil-
ity has become harder. In too many communi-
ties across this country, in cities and suburbs
and rural hamlets, the shadow of poverty casts
a pall over our youth, their lives a fortress of
substandard schools and diminished prospects,
inadequate health care and perennial violence.

And so as we mark this anniversary, we must
remind ourselves that the measure of progress
for those who marched 50 years ago was not
merely how many Blacks could join the ranks
of millionaires. It was whether this country
would admit all people who are willing to work
hard, regardless of race, into the ranks of a
middle class life.

The test was not and never has been wheth-
er the doors of opportunity are cracked a bit
wider for a few. It was whether our economic
system provides a fair shot for the many: for
the Black custodian and the White steelwork-
er, the immigrant dishwasher and the Native
American veteran. To win that battle, to an-
swer that call—this remains our great unfin-
ished business.

changed. The twin forces of technolog
global competition have subtracted tho
that once provided a foothold into the m
class, reduced the bargaining power of A
can workers. And our politics has suffere
trenched interests, those who benefit fr
unjust status quo, resisted any governm
forts to give working families a fair dea
shaling an army of lobbyists and opinion
ers to argue that minimum wage increa
stronger labor laws or taxes on the wealth
could afford it just to fund crumbling s
that all these things violated sound eco
principles. We’d be told that growing in
ty was a price for a growing economy, a
sure of this free market; that greed wa
and compassion ineffective; and that
without jobs or health care had only 
selves to blame.

And then, there were those elected o
who found it useful to practice the old p
of division, doing their best to convince m
class Americans of a great untruth: tha
ernment was somehow itself to blame fo
growing economic insecurity; that dista
reaucrats were taking their hard-earned 
to benefit the welfare cheat or the illegal
grant.

And then, if we’re honest with our
we’ll admit that during the course of 50
there were times when some of us claim
push for change lost our way. The angu
assassinations set off self-defeating riots.
imate grievances against police brutality 
into excuse-making for criminal behavio
cial politics could cut both ways, as the
formative message of unity and brothe
was drowned out by the language of recr
tion. And what had once been a call for 
ty of opportunity—the chance for all A
cans to work hard and get ahead—was 
ten framed as a mere desire for gover
support, as if we had no agency in our ow
eration, as if poverty was an excuse for n
ing your child and the bigotry of othe
reason to give up on yourself.
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All of that history is how progress stalled.
That’s how hope was diverted. It’s how our

America, I know the road will be long, but I
know we can get there. Yes, we will stumble,
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country remained divided. But the good news
is, just as was true in 1963, we now have a
choice. We can continue down our current
path, in which the gears of this great democra-
cy grind to a halt and our children accept a life
of lower expectations; where politics is a zero-
sum game; where a few do very well while
struggling families of every race fight over a
shrinking economic pie. That’s one path. Or
we can have the courage to change.

The March on Washington teaches us that
we are not trapped by the mistakes of history,
that we are masters of our fate. But it also
teaches us that the promise of this Nation will
only be kept when we work together. We’ll
have to reignite the embers of empathy and
fellow feeling, the coalition of conscience that
found expression in this place 50 years ago.

And I believe that spirit is there, that truth
force inside each of us. I see it when a White
mother recognizes her own daughter in the
face of a poor Black child. I see it when the
Black youth thinks of his own grandfather in
the dignified steps of an elderly White man.
It’s there when the native born recognizing
that striving spirit of the new immigrant, when
the interracial couple connects the pain of a
gay couple who are discriminated against and
understands it as their own.

That’s where courage comes from: when we
turn not from each other or on each other, but
towards one another, and we find that we do
not walk alone. That’s where courage comes
from. And with that courage, we can stand to-
gether for good jobs and just wages. With that
courage, we can stand together for the right to
health care in the richest nation on Earth for
every person. With that courage, we can stand
together for the right of every child, from the
corners of Anacostia to the hills of Appalachia,
to get an education that stirs the mind and cap-
tures the spirit and prepares them for the
world that awaits them. With that courage, we
can feed the hungry and house the homeless
and transform bleak wastelands of poverty into
fields of commerce and promise.

but I know we’ll get back up. That’s 
movement happens. That’s how history 
That’s how, when somebody is faint of
somebody else brings them along and
come on, we’re marching.

There’s a reason why so many who m
that day, and in the days to come, were 
For the young are unconstrained by ha
fear, unconstrained by the conventions o
is. They dared to dream differently, to im
something better. And I am convince
same imagination, the same hunger of p
stirs in this generation.

We might not face the same dang
1963, but the fierce urgency of now re
We may never duplicate the swelling c
and dazzling procession of that day s
ago—no one can match King’s brilliance
the same flame that lit the heart of all w
willing to take a first step for justice, I
that flame remains.

That tireless teacher who gets to clas
and stays late and dips into her own po
buy supplies because she believes that
child is her charge—she’s marching.

That successful businessman who d
have to, but pays his workers a fair wa
then offers a shot to a man, maybe an 
who is down on his luck—he’s marching

The mother who pours her love in
daughter so that she grows up with the
dence to walk through the same doors a
body’s son—she’s marching.

The father who realizes the most imp
job he’ll ever have is raising his boy righ
if he didn’t have a father—especially
didn’t have a father at home—he’s marc

The battle-scarred veterans who 
themselves not only to helping their 
warriors stand again and walk again an
again, but to keep serving their country
they come home—they are marching.

Everyone who realizes what those g
patriots knew on that day, that change do
come from Washington, but to Washi
that change has always been built o
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willingness, we the people, to take on the man-
tle of citizenship—you are marching.

places, they straighten out towards grace,
and we will vindicate the faith of those who
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And that’s the lesson of our past. That’s
the promise of tomorrow: that in the face of
impossible odds, people who love their coun-
try can change it. That when millions of
Americans of every race and every region,
every faith and every station, can join togeth-
er in a spirit of brotherhood, then those
mountains will be made low and those rough
places will be made plain and those crooked

sacrificed so much and live up to th
meaning of our creed, as one Nation, 
God, indivisible, with liberty and just
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:07 p.m.
Lincoln Memorial on the National Mall.
remarks, he referred to Jill T. Biden, w
Vice President Joe Biden.

Statement on the Appointment of Donald E. Booth as United States Sp
Envoy for Sudan and South Sudan
August 28, 2013

Today I am pleased to announce the ap-
pointment of Ambassador Donald Booth as the
new U.S. Special Envoy for Sudan and South
Sudan. Ambassador Booth is one of America’s
most experienced diplomats, with broad expe-
rience helping promote peace and prevent
conflict across Africa, including most recently
as our Ambassador to Ethiopia. With his con-
siderable diplomatic talents, deep knowledge
of the continent, and unwavering determina-
tion, I am confident that Ambassador Booth
will advance U.S. interests in pursuing a dura-
ble and lasting peace between and within Su-
dan and South Sudan.

As my envoy, Ambassador Booth will
head U.S. efforts to press the parties to 
ment last year’s September 27 agreemen
resolve their outstanding issues, includin
respect to borders, the final status of 
and ensuring the uninterrupted flow of 
will also lead our efforts to bring the co
in Blue Nile, Southern Kordofan, and 
to a peaceful end and to promote inclusiv
ernance and full respect for human rig
both states.

Much work remains, but we know tha
the governments of Sudan and South Suda
political courage and put the interests o
people first, peace and progress are possib

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Toomas Hendrik Ilv
Estonia, President Dalia Grybauskaite of Lithuania, and President A
Berzins of Latvia and an Exchange With Reporters
August 30, 2013

President Obama. Well, obviously, I’m very
grateful to have my fellow Presidents here, as
well as the Vice President. Before I begin, I
want to say a few words about the situation in
Syria.

As you’ve seen, today we’ve released our un-
classified assessment, detailing with high confi-
dence that the Syrian regime carried out a
chemical weapons attack that killed well over
1,000 people, including hundreds of children.

This follows the horrific images that sh
us all.

This kind of attack is a challenge 
world. We cannot accept a world where w
and children and innocent civilians are 
on a terrible scale. This kind of attack thr
our national security interests by violatin
established international norms against t
of chemical weapons, by further threa
friends and allies of ours in the region, lik
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el and Turkey and Jordan. And it increases the
risk that chemical weapons will be used in the

promote democracy not only in their own
countries, but around the world. The Baltics
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future and fall into the hands of terrorists who
might use them against us.

So I have said before—and I meant what I
said—that the world has an obligation to make
sure that we maintain the norm against the use
of chemical weapons. Now, I have not made a
final decision about various actions that might
be taken to help enforce that norm. But as I’ve
already said, I have had my military and our
team look at a wide range of options. We have
consulted with allies. We’ve consulted with
Congress. We’ve been in conversations with all
the interested parties.

And in no event are we considering any kind
of military action that would involve boots on
the ground, that would involve a long-term
campaign. But we are looking at the possibility
of a limited, narrow act that would help make
sure that not only Syria, but others around the
world, understand that the international com-
munity cares about maintaining this chemical
weapons ban and norm.

So again, I repeat, we’re not considering any
open-ended commitment. We’re not consider-
ing any boots-on-the-ground approach. What
we will do is consider options that meet the
narrow concern around chemical weapons, un-
derstanding that there’s not going to be a solely
military solution to the underlying conflict and
tragedy that’s taking place in Syria. And I will
continue to consult closely with Congress.

In addition to the release of the unclassified
document, we are providing a classified brief-
ing to congressional staffs today, and we’ll offer
that same classified briefing to Members of
Congress as well as our international partners.
And I will continue to provide updates to the
American people as we get more information.

With that, I want to welcome Presidents
Ilves, President Grybauskaite, and President
Berzins to the White House. These countries
that they represent all share very deep ties to
the United States, both as allies and because of
the extraordinary people-to-people relations
that we have with these countries.

I want to thank all the Presidents who are
here and their nations for all that they do to

are among our most reliable allies in N
and our commitment to their security 
solid. Our soldiers sacrifice together in A
istan, and the Baltic ports continue t
support our troops as we transition the 
mission.

Today we’re going to spend some tim
ing about shared commitments to the T
lantic Trade and Investment Partnership
tiations, which will add jobs in the Balti
the United States. We’re working on de
ment assistance projects, including build
stitutions and strengthening civil society
emerging democracies of Eastern Euro
Central Asia. We will obviously have 
sions about our NATO relationship and 
curity concerns that we share together.

So again, I’ve had occasions to meet w
three Presidents on a—in a wide variety
tings and wide variety of summits. The
been outstanding friends to the United
of America. We are very proud of them.
want to thank each of them for their l
ship. We know how far Estonia, Latvi
Lithuania have come in just the past tw
cades, and I know that we’ll accomplis
more in the decades to come.

So with that, I want to give each of
leaders a chance to say a few words. We
ing to start with President Ilves.

President Ilves. Thank you. I’d actua
to begin by thanking President Obama 
viting us here, and we are quite grateful
United States and to you personally fo
leadership, commitment, and support.

The main issue on our agenda today is
and regional security, and the questi
course, on everyone’s mind is the situa
Syria. For Estonia, the use of chemical
ons is deplorable. The attack demands
sponse. Those responsible must be he
countable. Violations cannot be overlook

When it comes to our security, we ap
ate the commitment that the United Sta
shown to our region and Europe as a 
and we attach great importance to con
U.S. engagement in European security.
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The transatlantic security link is unique and
enduring, as are the common values that un-

free trade agreement between the United
States and European Union. And I’m very hap-
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derpin it. As a NATO ally, Estonia takes its re-
sponsibility to our common defense seriously.
We are currently and will maintain committed
to NATO’s mission in Afghanistan. We spend 2
percent of our GDP on defense.

We also believe in maintaining a strong
transatlantic link in other areas, such as trade,
cyber and energy security. I look forward to ex-
changing views on all of these issues, as I also
look forward to discussing what we can do to-
gether internationally to promote our common
values: democracy, human rights, rule of law.

We already cooperate in countries that lie to
the east and the south of us: Ukraine, Moldova,
and Georgia, Tunisia as well, just to name a
few. I am sure that this global cooperation
aimed at helping countries transition from au-
thoritarian to democratic rule will be expanded
in the future.

Recently, we’ve heard a lot of talk about piv-
ots. Today, we are on the verge of a new rebal-
ancing of the U.S. focus, this time to the Nor-
dic-Baltic region. Our region is one of the most
secure, stable, and prosperous in Europe. We
are proud to be part of it. We are proud of the
partnership we have with the United States
here, and—just as we are proud of our alliance
and our enduring—the enduring friendship of
the American people.

President Obama. Madam President.
President Grybauskaite. So adding in line, I

would like to emphasize that to go with the
military security in the region, we are talking
about economic security in the region. And
here, especially on energy security, United
States plays very serious role.

We opened in our region already, in Vilnius,
the NATO Center of Excellence for Energy
Security and, bilaterally with United States, the
Center for Nuclear Security. And this is impor-
tant because we are on the borders of NATO
with some other not-so-secured regions, and
why this involvement of the United States is so
important for all of our region.

And of course, as a country which presides
today the European Union’s Council, we are
engaged very much in starting negotiations on

py that we got one meeting, and now w
ing in October for second one. And I thi
it is a generational challenge and oppo
for all of us—for United States and Eur
to have—move fast these kinds of relatio
to have very efficient and resultative ou
And I hope that we will be able to do it f

So together with the military new ch
es, we’re trying to battle new economi
lenges together with the cyber chal
which our region all the time receives a
ceives. And I want to say that every day
day practically, we see this aggressivene
new forms of challenges our region is fac
why? I just can also confirm that Balt
Nordic cooperation is a new phenom
would say unique phenomena—in E
which is very much reliable, and you can
on us as being—we are a strategic partn
United States.

President Obama. Mr. President.

[At this point, President Berzins spoke 
in Latvian, and no translation was pro
He then spoke in English as follows.]

President Berzins. This week is imp
for American people: 50th annivers
March in Washington. As I say, for us, th
years—15 years over—when Baltic-Am
Charter was signed. This is right momen
view and to move forward.

For us, we are really thankful to you 
your Presidential time, which have alread
manent Baltic, their policing mission—re
ly U.S.-led military exercises in 
strengthen Nordic—the distribution n
to Afghanistan. British-American Fr
Fund, which helps let Baltic students to
in American universities.

Of course, we see future together, 
same time being very active in Europ
will become members of euro zone the
January. We are actually working—than
for supporting—to become membe
OECD. And of course, our focus is to lo
new possibilities in Europe and using ou
experience. We are focusing to Central
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countries and also to Eastern Partnership
countries. And this is particularly important in

in terms of how effective it is. And given the
kinds of options that we’re looking at, that
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relations to Afghanistan and to develop this
country, already peaceful manner.

Latvia has past crisis, but in the same time,
we are have to do much, much more. And hav-
ing this really good NATO support and such
partners as U.S., we can move forward quietly.
And it’s clear that today meeting is a recent
demonstration of the stable, long-term interest
of the United States in Baltics and Europe:
proud, free, and at peace.

Thank you.
President Obama. Thank you so much.

U.S. Response to the Situation in Syria

Q. Mr. President, is your decision on Syria
imminent? And why did you feel like it’s ap-
propriate to move forward without formal au-
thorization from either the United Nations or
Congress, particularly given that the British
Parliament had an opportunity to vote?

President Obama. We are still in the plan-
ning processes. And obviously, consultations
with Congress as well as the international com-
munity are very important. And my preference
obviously would have been that the interna-
tional community already acted forcefully. But
what we have seen, so far at least, is a incapaci-
ty at this point for the Security Council to
move forward in the face of a clear violation of
international norms.

And I recognize that all of us—here in the
United States, in Great Britain, and many parts
of the world—there is a certain weariness giv-
en Afghanistan; there’s a certain suspicion of
any military action post-Iraq. And I very much
appreciate that. On the other hand, it’s impor-
tant for us to recognize that when over a thou-
sand people are killed, including hundreds of
innocent children, through the use of a weapon
that 98 or 99 percent of humanity says should
not be used even in war, and there is no action,
then we’re sending a signal that that interna-
tional norm doesn’t mean much. And that is a
danger to our national security.

And obviously, if and when we make a deci-
sion to respond, there are a whole host of con-
siderations that I have to take into account too,

would be very limited and would not inv
long-term commitment or a major opera

We are confident that we can provide
gress all the information and get all the
that they need, and we’re very mindful o
And we can have serious conversation
our allies and our friends around the
about this. But ultimately, we don’t wa
world to be paralyzed.

And frankly, part of the challenge th
end up with here is that a lot of people
something should be done, but nobody
to do it. And that’s not an unusual sit
And that’s part of what allows, over tim
erosion of these kinds of international p
tions, unless somebody says: No, whe
world says we’re not going to use ch
weapons, we mean it.

And it would be tempting to leave it 
ers to do it. And I’ve already—I thin
shown consistently and said consisten
strong preference for multilateral action
ever possible. But it is not in the nationa
rity interests of the United States to 
clear violations of these kinds of intern
norms.

And the reason is because there are a
host of international norms out there th
very important to us. We have currentl
in place dealing with the proliferation of
ons of mass destruction. We have intern
norms that have been violated by certain
tries, and the United Nations has put san
in place. But if there’s a sense that ove
nobody is willing to actually enforce 
then people won’t take them seriously.

So I’m very clear that the world gene
war weary. Certainly, the United Stat
gone through over a decade of war. The 
ican people, understandably, want us to
cused on the business of rebuilding our 
my here and putting people back to wor
I assure you, nobody ends up being mo
weary than me.

Q. Mr. President.
President Obama. But what I also be

that part of our obligation as a leader in the
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is making sure that when you have a regime that
is willing to use weapons that are prohibited by

Thank you, everyone.
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international norms on their own people, includ-
ing children, that they are held to account.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:22 p.m.
Cabinet Room at the White House.

Joint Statement by President Obama, President Toomas Hendrik Ilv
Estonia, President Andris Berzins of Latvia, and President 
Grybauskaite of Lithuania
August 30, 2013

The United States of America, the Republic
of Estonia, the Republic of Latvia, and the Re-
public of Lithuania reaffirm our commitment
to strengthening our relations by jointly ex-
panding trade ties in pursuit of economic pros-
perity, enhancing strategic cooperation to ad-
dress global security challenges, and advancing
democracy and human rights around the
world. As NATO allies, bound by our shared
transatlantic values and holding a common vi-
sion of a Europe whole, free, and at peace, we
resolve to continue and expand our coopera-
tion in the Baltic region and beyond to build a
more prosperous, secure, and inclusive future.

The Baltic states have each undergone sig-
nificant transformations since the restoration
of independence just over two decades ago.
Fulfilling the promise of the 1998 Baltic Char-
ter, they have become valued members of
NATO and the European Union. In joining the
ranks of the world’s most developed economies
in organizations such as OECD and the Euro-
zone, and assuming the rotating presidency of
the Council of the European Union, their posi-
tive influence on global security and economic
issues continues to grow.

As we prepare for the opportunities and
challenges that will arise in the coming years,
we recognize that cooperation—with and
among the Baltic states, with other regional
partners such as the Nordics, and in transatlan-
tic and international forums—will be crucial to
our success. To this end, we have a shared in-
terest in further developing cooperative, mutu-
ally respectful relations with all states in the re-
gion. We are stronger and our reach is greater
when we work collaboratively and combine ef-
forts in pursuit of our common goals.

We recognize and reaffirm our comm
to the Transatlantic Trade and Inve
Partnership (T–TIP) negotiations as a g
tional opportunity to expand the strong 
al and economic ties between Europe a
United States. T–TIP will not only esta
high-standard, comprehensive agreeme
will strengthen the global trading system
will also promote competitiveness and g
adding to the millions of jobs—including
and American jobs—that are already su
ed by trade and investment across the At

As a reliable and diverse supply of en
a crucial element of economic prosper
reaffirm our commitment to strengtheni
ergy security in the Baltic region. We 
nize the importance of implementing th
Third Energy Directive and developin
projects included in the Baltic Energy M
Interconnection Plan, in order to di
sources of energy, develop transparency
ergy markets, and provide the basis fo
tained economic growth in the entire r
The United States strongly supports the
states in their efforts to develop domestic
gy resources and clean energy solution
cluding energy efficiency—in pursuit 
shared goals of strengthening energy se
addressing climate change, and promoti
clear safety and security. 

Recognizing the benefits and risks of 
creasing dependence on information tech
and cyberspace, we will strengthen our e
ment on cyber issues regionally and globa
will seek to advance the cybersecurity of 
infrastructure in the region through pub
vate cooperation. We will continue to coo
in the investigation and prosecution of 
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crimes. We will strive to advance our shared vi-
sion of internet freedom by engaging with other

a capable, deployable, and interoperable force.
In this regard, we reaffirm our commitment to
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countries, international organizations, civil soci-
ety, and the private sector. Our efforts support a
common goal: an open, interoperable, secure,
and reliable Internet that protects privacy and
civil liberties, enables the free flow of informa-
tion and ideas, and promotes the innovation es-
sential to modern economies.

The security of the United States and Eu-
rope is indivisible. As established in the Baltic
Charter, and as NATO allies, the United States
has a profound and enduring interest in the in-
dependence, sovereignty, territorial integrity,
and security of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.
The Baltic states make significant contribu-
tions to NATO missions in Afghanistan and
elsewhere, and we are committed to maintain-
ing and expanding Alliance capabilities—for
collective defense, cooperative security, and
crisis management—within Europe and be-
yond. Recognizing the value of practical coop-
eration, we will work together to find efficien-
cies and make the most of limited resources.
We will coordinate within NATO to identify
and develop high-priority capabilities and
training and exercise opportunities, while also
pursuing regional joint procurement and other
security projects where mutually beneficial. 

As NATO transitions to a post-2014 non-
combat mission in Afghanistan, it will be cru-
cial to maintain the Alliance’s ability to provide
for collective defense and contribute to global
security. Though economic times are challeng-
ing, we must all ensure that we sustain ade-
quate levels of defense investment to maintain

achieve or maintain defense spending at
cent of GDP.

In the last two decades, the Baltic
have undertaken impressive democratic 
tions, and they now demonstrate leader
promoting democracy and human righ
strengthening civil society in the count
the EU’s Eastern Partnership, as w
through development assistance to oth
tions undergoing transition. We will se
portunities to expand upon these effor
gether, and also with like-minded count
the region—so the Baltic states can shar
successful transition experiences with e
ing democracies around the world.

Reflecting our close ties and shared 
we reaffirm our commitment to conti
promote the rule of law as a foundation
community of free and democratic n
and to the responsibility of all societies t
guard and respect the universal rights, c
erties, and human dignity of all indi
within their territories.

The Baltic states remain grateful 
United States and the American peop
their non-recognition policy during the
War. Our warm relations are anchored b
interpersonal ties and the rich contrib
that the Estonian, Latvian, and Lithuani
sporas have made to the multi-ethnic c
of the United States.

NOTE: An original was not available for
cation of the content of this joint stateme

Letter to Congressional Leaders on an Alternate Pay Plan for Membe
the Uniformed Services
August 30, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I am transmitting an alternative plan for
monthly basic pay increases for members of
the uniformed services for 2014.

I am strongly committed to supporting our
uniformed service members, who have made

such great contributions to our Natio
the past decade of war. As our countr
tinues to recover from serious economi
ditions affecting the general welfare, h
er, we must maintain efforts to keep o
tion on a sustainable fiscal course. This
requires tough choices, especially in li
230-207_Text_.pdf   211 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Aug. 30 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

budget constraints faced by Federal agen-
cies.

The adjustments described above shall take
effect on the first applicable pay period begin-
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Accordingly, I have determined it is appro-
priate to exercise my authority under section
1009(e) of title 37, United States Code, to set
the 2014 monthly basic pay increase at 1.0 per-
cent. This decision is consistent with my fiscal
year 2014 Budget and will not materially affect
the Federal Government’s ability to attract and
retain well-qualified members for the uni-
formed services.

ning on or after January 1, 2014.
Sincerely,

BARACK OB

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jo
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Repre
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President
Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on an Alternate Pay Plan for Ci
Federal Employees
August 30, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

I am transmitting an alternative plan for pay
increases for civilian Federal employees cov-
ered by the General Schedule (GS) and certain
other pay systems for 2014.

Civilian Federal employees have already
made significant sacrifices as a result of a
three-year pay freeze. As our country contin-
ues to recover from serious economic condi-
tions affecting the general welfare, however,
we must maintain efforts to keep our Nation
on a sustainable fiscal course.

Accordingly, I have determined that it is ap-
propriate to exercise my statutory alternative
plan authority under 5 U.S.C. 5303(b) and
5304a to set alternative 2014 across-the-board
and locality pay adjustments. Specifically, I
have determined that for 2014, across-the-

board pay increases will be 1.0 percen
the current locality pay percentages sho
Schedule 9 of Executive Order 13641 o
5, 2013, will remain at their 2013 level
decision will not materially affect the F
Government’s ability to attract and re
well-qualified Federal workforce.

The adjustments described above sha
effect on the first applicable pay period 
ning on or after January 1, 2014.

Sincerely,

BARACK OB

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jo
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Repre
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President
Senate.

The President’s Weekly Address
August 31, 2013

Hi, everybody. This Labor Day weekend, as
we gather with family and friends, we’ll also
come together as a nation to honor some of our
own: the working men and women of America
who, across the generations, built this country
up and helped make us who we are today.

On Monday, we’ll celebrate that proud his-
tory. We’ll pay tribute to the values working
Americans embody: hard work, responsibility,

sacrifice, looking out for one another. A
also need to recommit ourselves to their
to securing for them a better bargain s
everyone who works hard in America
chance to get ahead.

You see, over the past 4½ years, we’ve 
our way back from the worst recession 
lifetimes. And thanks to the grit and res
of the American people, we’ve begun t
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foundation for stronger, more durable econom-
ic growth. But as any working family will tell

cades against working Americans. But if we
take a few bold steps, and if Washington is able
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you, we’re not yet where we need to be.
For over a decade, working Americans have

seen their wages and incomes stagnate, even as
corporate profits soar and the pay of a fortu-
nate few explodes. For even longer than that,
inequality has steadily risen; the journey of up-
ward mobility has become harder. And in too
many communities across this country, the
shadow of poverty continues to cast a pall over
our fellow citizens.

Reversing that trend needs to be Washing-
ton’s highest priority. And it sure is mine.
That’s why, over the past month, I’ve traveled
all across America, laying out my ideas for how
we can build on the cornerstones of what it
means to be middle class: a good job that pays
a good wage; a good education; a home of your
own; health care when you get sick; a secure
retirement even if you’re not rich; and more
chances for folks to earn their way into the
middle class as long as they’re willing to work
for it.

The truth is, it’s not going to be easy to re-
verse the forces that have conspired for de-

to come together with common purpo
common resolve, we’ll get there. Our ec
will keep getting stronger, and more A
cans will be able to join the ranks of the m
class.

So this Labor Day, while you’re out
grilling in the backyard or taking the fin
for the summer, I hope you’ll also take
ment to reflect on the many contributi
our working men and women. For gener
it was the great American middle cla
made our economy the envy of the worl
as long as I’m President, I’m going to
fighting to make sure that happens again

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 5:05 p.m. on August 30 in th
Room at the White House for broadc
August 31. The transcript was made av
by the Office of the Press Secretary on A
30, but was embargoed for release until
on August 31. 

Remarks on the Situation in Syria
August 31, 2013

Good afternoon, everybody. Ten days ago,
the world watched in horror as men, women
and children were massacred in Syria in the
worst chemical weapons attack of the 21st cen-
tury. Yesterday the United States presented a
powerful case that the Syrian Government was
responsible for this attack on its own people.

Our intelligence shows the Asad regime and
its forces preparing to use chemical weapons,
launching rockets in the highly populated sub-
urbs of Damascus, and acknowledging that a
chemical weapons attack took place. And all of
this corroborates what the world can plainly
see: hospitals overflowing with victims, terrible
images of the dead. All told, well over 1,000
people were murdered. Several hundred of
them were children: young girls and boys
gassed to death by their own Government.

Now, this attack is an assault on hum
nity. It also presents a serious danger to o
tional security. It risks making a mockery
global prohibition on the use of chemical
ons. It endangers our friends and our p
along Syria’s borders, including Israel, J
Turkey, Lebanon, and Iraq. It could lead
calating use of chemical weapons or the
liferation to terrorist groups who would 
people harm. In a world with many da
this menace must be confronted.

Now, after careful deliberation, I ha
cided that the United States should tak
tary action against Syrian regime target
would not be an open-ended interventio
would not put boots on the ground. In
our action would be designed to be lim
duration and scope. But I’m confident w
hold the Asad regime accountable for th
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of chemical weapons, deter this kind of behav-
ior, and degrade their capacity to carry it out.

a resolution with a similar goal, even as the
Prime Minister supported taking action.
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Our military has positioned assets in the re-
gion. The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs has in-
formed me that we are prepared to strike
whenever we choose. Moreover, the Chairman
has indicated to me that our capacity to exe-
cute this mission is not time sensitive; it will be
effective tomorrow or next week or 1 month
from now. And I’m prepared to give that order.

But having made my decision as Command-
er in Chief based on what I am convinced is
our national security interests, I’m also mindful
that I’m the President of the world’s oldest
constitutional democracy. I’ve long believed
that our power is rooted not just in our military
might, but in our example as a government of
the people, by the people, and for the people.
And that’s why I’ve made a second decision: I
will seek authorization for the use of force
from the American people’s representatives in
Congress.

Over the last several days, we’ve heard from
Members of Congress who want their voices to
be heard. I absolutely agree. So this morning I
spoke with all four congressional leaders, and
they’ve agreed to schedule a debate and then a
vote as soon as Congress comes back into ses-
sion.

In the coming days, my administration
stands ready to provide every Member with
the information they need to understand what
happened in Syria and why it has such pro-
found implications for America’s national secu-
rity. And all of us should be accountable as we
move forward, and that can only be accom-
plished with a vote.

I’m confident in the case our Government
has made without waiting for U.N. inspectors.
I’m comfortable going forward without the ap-
proval of a United Nations Security Council
that, so far, has been completely paralyzed and
unwilling to hold Asad accountable. As a con-
sequence, many people have advised against
taking this decision to Congress, and undoubt-
edly, they were impacted by what we saw hap-
pen in the United Kingdom this week when
the Parliament of our closest ally failed to pass

Yet while I believe I have the autho
carry out this military action without s
congressional authorization, I know th
country will be stronger if we take this c
and our actions will be even more eff
We should have this debate, because the
are too big for business as usual. An
morning, John Boehner, Harry Reid, 
Pelosi, and Mitch McConnell agreed th
is the right thing to do for our democrac

A country faces few decisions as grave
ing military force, even when that force 
ited. I respect the views of those who c
caution, particularly as our country em
from a time of war that I was elected, i
to end. But if we really do want to turn
from taking appropriate action in the f
such an unspeakable outrage, then we m
knowledge the costs of doing nothing.

Here’s my question for every Mem
Congress and every member of the 
community: What message will we sen
dictator can gas hundreds of children to
in plain sight and pay no price? What’s th
pose of the international system that 
built if a prohibition on the use of ch
weapons that has been agreed to by th
ernments of 98 percent of the world’s 
and approved overwhelmingly by the Co
of the United States is not enforced?

Make no mistake, this has implicatio
yond chemical warfare. If we won’t enfo
countability in the face of this heinou
what does it say about our resolve to sta
to others who flout fundamental intern
rules? To governments who would cho
build nuclear arms? To terrorists who 
spread biological weapons? To armies wh
ry out genocide? We cannot raise our ch
in a world where we will not follow thro
the things we say, the accords we sign, t
ues that define us.

So just as I will take this case to Cong
will also deliver this message to the 
While the U.N. investigation has some t
report on its findings, we will insist t
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atrocity committed with chemical weapons is
not simply investigated, it must be confronted.

So to all Members of Congress of both par-
ties, I ask you to take this vote for our national
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I don’t expect every nation to agree with the
decision we have made. Privately, we’ve heard
many expressions of support from our friends.
But I will ask those who care about the writ of
the international community to stand publicly
behind our action.

And finally, let me say this to the American
people: I know well that we are weary of war.
We’ve ended one war in Iraq. We’re ending an-
other in Afghanistan. And the American people
have the good sense to know we cannot resolve
the underlying conflict in Syria with our mili-
tary. In that part of the world, there are ancient
sectarian differences, and the hopes of the Arab
Spring have unleashed forces of change that are
going to take many years to resolve. And that’s
why we’re not contemplating putting our troops
in the middle of someone else’s war.

Instead, we’ll continue to support the Syrian
people through our pressure on the Asad re-
gime, our commitment to the opposition, our
care for the displaced, and our pursuit of a po-
litical resolution that achieves a government
that respects the dignity of its people.

But we are the United States of America, and
we cannot and must not turn a blind eye to what
happened in Damascus. Out of the ashes of
world war, we built an international order and
enforced the rules that gave it meaning. And we
did so because we believe that the rights of indi-
viduals to live in peace and dignity depends on
the responsibilities of nations. We aren’t per-
fect, but this Nation more than any other has
been willing to meet those responsibilities.

security. I am looking forward to the d
And in doing so, I ask you, Members o
gress, to consider that some things are
important than partisan differences or th
tics of the moment.

Ultimately, this is not about who oc
this office at any given time, it’s about w
are as a country. I believe that the p
representatives must be invested in
America does abroad, and now is the t
show the world that America keeps ou
mitments. We do what we say. And w
with the belief that right makes might, n
other way around.

We all know there are no easy options
wasn’t elected to avoid hard decision
neither were the Members of the Hou
the Senate. I’ve told you what I believ
our security and our values demand th
cannot turn away from the massacre of 
less civilians with chemical weapons. A
democracy is stronger when the Preside
the people’s representatives stand togeth

I’m ready to act in the face of this ou
Today I’m asking Congress to send a m
to the world that we are ready to move fo
together as one Nation.

Thanks very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:52 p.m.
Rose Garden at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to Prime Minister 
Cameron of the United Kingdom. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting Draft Legislation Rega
Authorization for Use of United States Armed Forces in Connection 
the Conflict in Syria
August 31, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I transmit herewith the attached draft legis-
lation regarding Authorization for Use of Unit-
ed States Armed Forces in connection with the
conflict in Syria.

Sincerely,

BARACK OB

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jo
Boehner, Speaker of the Hous
230-207_Text_.pdf   215 10/18/18   3:42 PM
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Representatives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr.,
President of the Senate. The Office of the

Press Secretary also released the text of the
draft legislation.
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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Congressional Leaders on the Situati
Syria and an Exchange With Reporters
September 3, 2013

The President. I want to thank the leaders of
both parties for being here today to discuss
what is a very serious issue facing the United
States. And the fact that I’ve had a chance to
speak to many of you and Congress as a whole
is taking this issue with the soberness and seri-
ousness that it deserves is greatly appreciated
and, I think, vindicates the decision for us to
present this issue to Congress.

As I’ve said last week, as Secretary Kerry
made clear in his presentation last week, we
have high confidence that Syria used, in an in-
discriminate fashion, chemical weapons that
killed thousands of people, including over 400
children, and in direct violation of the interna-
tional norm against using chemical weapons.
That poses a serious national security threat to
the United States and to the region, and as a
consequence, Asad and Syria needs to be held
accountable.

I’ve made a decision that America should
take action. But I also believe that we will be
much more effective, we will be stronger, if we
take action together as one Nation. And so this
gives us an opportunity not only to present the
evidence to all of the leading Members of Con-
gress and their various foreign policy commit-
tees as to why we have high confidence that
chemical weapons were used and that Asad
used them, but it also gives us an opportunity
to discuss why it’s so important that he be held
to account.

This norm against using chemical weapons
that 98 percent of the world agrees to is there
for a reason, because we recognize that there
are certain weapons that, when used, can not
only end up resulting in grotesque deaths, but
also can end up being transmitted to nonstate
actors, can pose a risk to allies and friends of
ours like Israel, like Jordan, like Turkey, and
unless we hold them into account, also sends a

message that international norms arou
sues like nuclear proliferation don’t 
much.

And so I’m going to be working with
gress. We have sent up a draft authori
We are going to be asking for hearings
prompt vote. And I’m very appreciativ
everybody here has already begun to sc
hearings and intends to take a vote as s
can—as all of Congress comes back ear
week.

So the key point that I want to empha
the American people: The military pla
has been developed by our Joint Chiefs
that I believe is appropriate—is propor
It is limited. It does not involve boots 
ground. This is not Iraq, and this is not A
istan.

This is a limited, proportional step th
send a clear message not only to the As
gime, but also to other countries that m
interested in testing some of these intern
al norms, that there are consequences. I
us the ability to degrade Asad’s capa
when it comes to chemical weapons. It a
into a broader strategy that we have to
sure that we can bring about, over tim
kind of strengthening of the opposition a
diplomatic and economic and political pr
required so that ultimately we have a tra
that can bring peace and stability not o
Syria, but to the region.

But I want to emphasize once again
we are envisioning is something limited
something proportional. It will degrade 
capabilities. At the same time, we h
broader strategy that will allow us to u
the capabilities of the opposition, allow
ultimately to free itself from the kinds o
ble civil wars and death and activity that
been seeing on the ground.
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So I look forward to listening to the various
concerns of the Members who are here today.

believing that by shaping the authorization to
make sure we accomplish the mission we will
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I am confident that those concerns can be ad-
dressed. I think it is appropriate that we act de-
liberately, but I also think everybody recogniz-
es the urgency here and that we’re going to
have to move relatively quickly.

So with that, to all of you here today, I look
forward to an excellent discussion.

Congressional Authorization for the Use of
Military Force

Q. Mr. President, are you prepared to re-
write the authorization, and does that undercut
any of your authority, sir?

The President. I would not be going to Con-
gress if I wasn’t serious about consultations and

be more effective. And so long as we a
complishing what needs to be accomp
which is to send a clear message to Asa
grading his capabilities to use chemical
ons, not just now, but also in the future, 
as the authorization allows us to do th
confident that we’re going to be able to
up with something that hits that mark.

Thank you, everybody. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:51 a.m.
Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to President Bashar a
of Syria. 

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister John Fr
Reinfeldt of Sweden in Stockholm, Sweden
September 4, 2013

Prime Minister Reinfeldt. So it’s a great hon-
or and pleasure for me to welcome President
Barack Obama to Sweden. As you all know,
this is a historic event: the first bilateral visit
ever by a President of United States to Swe-
den.

We have had a very constructive meeting.
There are many reasons why the relationship
between the United States and Sweden is spe-
cial. Many Swedes emigrated to the United
States at the end of the 19th century, and
somewhere around 4 million Americans today
claim Swedish heritage. Business ties flourish
between our two countries. Sweden is, in fact,
one of the largest investors per capita in the
U.S., and we have considerable American in-
vestments in Sweden. The United States is the
most important foreign employer in our coun-
try.

Our societies are founded on the same core
values: democracy, respect for human rights,
and rule of law. All these values are at the heart
of the deeds of Raoul Wallenberg, and I’m
looking forward to the possibility to pay tribute
to Raoul Wallenberg this afternoon, a man who
chose not to be indifferent and who saved

thousands of Hungarian Jews from the
caust.

United States and Sweden also share
tions when it comes to the opening of 
trade flows. Trade has laid the founda
Sweden’s wealth and prosperity. Arou
percent of our GDP comes from expor
Sweden strongly supports open trade re
and in particular free trade agreement n
ing negotiated between the European 
and the United States. This will not only
more jobs and growth to both our contin
will also strengthen our political and eco
partnership.

We also touched upon the economic
tion in Europe and in the United St
mentioned that the crisis has hit count
Europe differently, Sweden being one o
countries that has done relatively well 
the crisis. But the need for structural r
exists throughout Europe to stay comp
and, at the same time, preserving all ou
fare ambitions.

We have also discussed climate chan
its consequences. It represents one of th
important challenges to our societies. S
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has reduced greenhouse gas emissions by 20
percent since 1990, while GDP at the same

back my family to have a visit sometime in the
future.

at de-
s. And
ere to-
emoc-
nment
oppor-
eople.
omies

 allows
 we’re
velop-
indus-

quality
rs de-
s; that
s must
r soci-
ed by
uman
e, but
 these
ccess-

edish
n pur-
artner-
was al-
ple-to-
as a lot
. Vice
e King
 States
ersary

nd I’m
g and

y fans
 grate-
r their
en. So
 gladly

inister
y first

to be a
 whole
990

time has increased by 60 percent. So there is
no contradiction between economic growth
and the protection of environment.

I welcome President Obama’s ambitious
new climate action plan. U.S. emissions have in
recent years already fallen substantially, and
your new plan will help United States to make
even further reductions. We have agreed to
work together in the international climate ne-
gotiations to make sure that other countries al-
so are prepared to cut their emissions. This is
the only way that we can protect our environ-
ment.

We have discussed a few foreign policy is-
sues as well, the most topical, of course, being
the situation in Syria. Sweden condemns the
use of chemical weapons in Syria in the stron-
gest possible terms. It’s a clear violation of in-
ternational law. Those responsible should be
held accountable. Sweden believes that serious
matters concerning international peace and se-
curity should be handled by the United Na-
tions. But I also understand the potential con-
sequences of letting a violation like this go un-
answered. In the long term, I know that we
both agree that the situation in Syria needs a
political solution.

So thank you once again, Mr. President, for
coming to Sweden. I look forward to our pro-
gram together this afternoon.

Please.
The President. Thank you so much. Hej.

[Laughter] I’ve just exhausted my Swedish.
[Laughter]

Thank you so much, Prime Minister Rein-
feldt, for your very kind words and welcoming
me today. I’m proud to be making the first-ev-
er bilateral visit by a U.S. President to Sweden.

It’s only been a short time, but I already
want to thank all the people here for the warm
hospitality that’s been extended to me and my
delegation. This is truly one of the world’s
great cities. It is spectacularly beautiful. The
Prime Minister tells me that the weather is like
this year round. [Laughter] And so like so
many who have come here, I feel Stockholm in
my heart, and I’m sure that I’ll want to bring

I’ve said before that it’s no accident th
mocracies are America’s closest partner
that includes Sweden. That’s why I’m h
day. As free peoples, we recognize that d
racy is the most effective form of gover
ever devised for delivering progress and 
tunity and prosperity and freedom to p
And as two of the most innovative econ
on Earth, we cherish that freedom that
us to innovate and create, which is why
leaders in science and research and de
ment, those things that pioneers new 
tries and broaden our horizons.

We share a belief in the dignity and e
of every human being: that our daughte
serve the same opportunities as our son
our gay and lesbian brothers and sister
be treated equally under the law; that ou
eties are strengthened and not weaken
diversity. And we stand up for universal h
rights, not only in America and in Europ
beyond, because we believe that when
rights are respected, nations are more su
ful and our world is safer and more just.

So I want to thank Sweden and the Sw
people for being such strong partners i
suit of these values that we share. The p
ship is rooted in deep friendship, but as 
so mentioned, we have very strong peo
people ties. My hometown of Chicago h
of people from—of Swedish descent
President Biden was honored to welcom
Gustaf and Queen Silvia to the United
earlier this year to mark the 375th anniv
of the first Swedish colony in America, a
looking forward to visiting with the Kin
Queen tomorrow.

I should mention on behalf of hocke
back home in Chicago, I have to say how
ful our championship Blackhawks are fo
several teammates who hail from Swed
that’s been an excellent export that we
accept. [Laughter]

I had a chance to visit with Prime M
Reinfeldt in the White House during m
year in office. And he has always proved 
thoughtful and deliberative partner on a
230-207_Text_.pdf   218 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Sept. 4

991

host of international issues, and I’m pleased
that we’ve been able to strengthen that part-

in a whole range of issues, including Afghani-
stan, efforts to resolve some of the conflicts in
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nership in our discussions here today.
We, of course, discussed the appalling vio-

lence being inflicted on the Syrian people by
the Asad regime, including the horrific chemi-
cal weapons attacks 2 weeks ago. I discussed
our assessment, which clearly implicates the
Syrian Government in this outrage. The Prime
Minister and I are in agreement that in the
face of such barbarism the international com-
munity cannot be silent and that failing to re-
spond to this attack would only increase the
risk of more attacks and the possibility that
other countries would use these weapons as
well.

I respect—and I’ve said this to the Prime
Minister—the U.N. process. Obviously, the
U.N. investigation team has done heroic work
under very difficult circumstances. But we be-
lieve very strongly, with high confidence, that,
in fact, chemical weapons were used and that
Mr. Asad was the source. And we want to join
with the international community in an effec-
tive response that deters such use in the fu-
ture.

So I updated the Prime Minister on our ef-
forts to secure congressional authorization for
taking action as well as our effort to continue to
build international support for holding the
Asad regime accountable in order to deter
these kinds of attacks in the future.

And we also discussed our broader strategy.
The United States and Sweden are both major
donors of humanitarian assistance to the Syrian
people. We will continue those efforts. We’re
going to continue to try to strengthen the capa-
bilities of an inclusive and representative oppo-
sition and to support the diplomacy that could
bring an end to all the violence and advance a
political transition and a future in Syria where
all people’s rights are upheld. Those are goals
that we share. And we will keep working to-
wards those goals.

And more broadly, given Sweden’s close
partnership with NATO, we also touched on
some of the other security challenges, and I ex-
pressed my appreciation for the extraordinary
work that the Swedish Armed Forces has done

central Eastern Europe, and the ongoing
ing that’s also being provided and the go
ample that’s being provided by Swedish 
Forces here in Europe.

Mindful of the jobs that are suppor
trade between our two countries, we dis
ways to partner more, including crea
clean energy partnership that creates jo
combats climate change effectively. Swe
obviously an extraordinary leader w
comes to tackling climate change and in
ing energy efficiency and developing new
nologies. And the goal of achieving a c
neutral economy is remarkable, and Swe
well on its way. We deeply respect and a
that and think we can learn from it.

In the United States, we’ve taken som
toric steps—doubling our electricity from
and solar, improving the fuel efficiency 
cars, reducing our carbon pollution to th
est levels in nearly 20 years—but we al
we need to do more. So my new climate
plan—more clean energy, more energ
ciency, less emissions—will allow us to d
more in the years to come. And we loo
ward to a close partnership with Swed
what is going to be a global challenge. 
the Royal Institute of Technology today,
forward to seeing some of the innovativ
that we can cooperate.

We also talked about trade and the T
lantic Trade and Investment Partnersh
T–TIP. I want to thank Sweden and the
Minister for the strong support of these n
ations, and I believe that for the U.S. a
EU to reach a high-standard, compreh
agreement can create more jobs and op
nity on both sides of the Atlantic.

And as I head into the G–20, I shar
view that here in Europe and aroun
world, we’ve got to stay focused on cr
jobs and growth. That’s going to be cr
important not only for our economies, b
to maintain stability in many of our dem
cies that are under severe stress at this p

And finally, I want to salute Sweden
with all the Nordic countries, for your 
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support for democracy and development:
strengthening democratic governance in East-

world. And in light of 9/11, a lot of energy was
focused on improving our intelligence when it
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ern Europe; global efforts against AIDS, TB,
and malaria; responsible development in Africa.

I want to thank in advance the Prime Minis-
ter for hosting our meeting tonight with the
leaders of all the Nordic countries, and I look
forward to our discussions.

So to Prime Minister Reinfeldt, thank you so
much for your hospitality. To the people of
Sweden, thank you. This is a wonderful visit,
and I’m looking forward to it producing con-
crete results that will enhance the lives of both
the American people and the people of Swe-
den.

So with that, I think we’ll take some ques-
tions.

Moderator. Yes. We’ll now open the floor
for questions. The first question goes to Swed-
ish News Agency—[inaudible]. 

Q. Mr. President, welcome to Sweden.
President Obama. Thank you.

National Security Agency’s Electronic Surveil-
lance Program/President Obama’s View of
Swedish Society and Politics

Q. As you might know, the NSA surveillance
affair has stirred up quite a few angry reac-
tions, even here in Sweden. What do you want
to say to those upset, and how do you think the
affair affects the relationship between our
countries? And as a follow-up to that, I know
that in home—at home you are sometimes ac-
cused of wanting to turn the U.S. into Sweden.
[Laughter] Now that you’re here—you’ve been
here for several hours—what have you seen?
What actually inspires you? What do you want
to import to the U.S. in terms of ideas for soci-
ety?

President Obama. Well, let me take the
NSA question first because this is a question
that I’ve received in previous visits to Europe
since the stories broke in the Guardian and I
suspect I’ll continue to get as I travel through
Europe and around the world for quite some
time.

Like other countries, we have an intelli-
gence operation that tries to improve our un-
derstanding of what’s happening around the

came to combating terrorism.
And what I can say with confidence 

when it comes to our domestic operatio
concerns that people have back home 
United States of America—that we do n
veil the American people or persons with
United States, that there are a lot of 
and balances in place designed to avoid
veillance state—there have been times 
the procedures, because these are hum
deavors, have not worked the way they 
and we had to tighten them up. And I
there are legitimate questions that have
raised about the fact that as technolo
vances and capabilities grow, it may be th
laws that are currently in place are no
cient to guard against the dangers of us
able to track so much.

Now, when it comes to intelligence g
ing internationally, our focus is on coun
rorism, weapons of mass destruction, cy
curity: core national security interests 
United States. But what is true is, is th
United States has enormous capabilities
it comes to intelligence. One way to
about it is, in the same way that our milit
pabilities are significantly greater than
other countries, the same is true for our 
gence capabilities. So even though w
have the same goals, our means are signi
ly greater.

And I can give assurances to the pub
Europe and around the world that we
going around snooping at people’s e-m
listening to their phone calls. What we tr
is to target very specifically areas of conc

Having said that, what I’ve said dome
and what I say to international audien
with changes in technology, with the gro
our capabilities, if our attitude is, becau
can do it, we should go ahead and do i
we may not be addressing some of the
mate concerns and dangers that exist an
we’re talking about intelligence gatherin
surveillance.

So what I’ve asked my national s
team to do—as well as independent p
230-207_Text_.pdf   220 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Sept. 4

993

who are well-known lawyers or civil libertari-
ans or privacy experts to do—is to review ev-

Sweden also has been able to have a robust
market economy while recognizing that there
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erything that we’re doing with the instructions
to them that we have to balance the ends with
the means. And just because we can do some-
thing, doesn’t mean we should do it. And there
may be situations in which we’re gathering in-
formation just because we can that doesn’t
help us with our national security, but does
raise questions in terms of whether we’re tip-
ping over into being too intrusive with respect
to the interactions of other governments.

And that is something that we are currently
reviewing carefully. We are consulting with the
EU in this process. We are consulting with oth-
er countries in this process and finding out
from them what are their areas of specific con-
cern and trying to align what we do in a way
that, I think, alleviates some of the public con-
cerns that people may have.

But this is always going to be some—there’s
going to be some balancing that takes place on
these issues. Some of the folks who have been
most greatly offended publicly, we know, pri-
vately engage in the same activities directed at
us or use information that we’ve obtained to
protect their people. And we recognize that.
But I think all of us have to take a very
thoughtful approach to this problem. And I’m
the first one to acknowledge that given advanc-
es in technology and the fact that so much of
our information flow today is through the In-
ternet, through wireless, that the risks of abuse
are greater than they have been in the past.

Now, with respect to Sweden, I haven’t had
a chance to wander around Stockholm as much
as I would like. It is a gorgeous country. What I
know about Sweden, I think, offers us some
good lessons. Number one, the work you’ve
done on energy, I think, is something that the
United States can and will learn from, because
every country in the world right now has to
recognize that if we’re going to continue to
grow, improve our standard of living while
maintaining a sustainable planet, then we’re
going to have to change our patterns of energy
use. And Sweden, I think, is far ahead of many
other countries.

are some investments in education or
structure or research that are importa
there’s no contradiction between makin
lic investments and being a firm belie
free markets. And that’s a debate and a 
sion that we often have in the United Sta

I have to say that if I were here in E
I’d probably be considered right in the m
maybe center-left, maybe center-righ
pending on the country. In the United 
sometimes, the names I’m called are qu
ferent. [Laughter]

And I think a third observation and fin
servation I’d make is, though, I know 
I’m sure Fredrik doesn’t feel this as he’s 
ing in difficult debates here—I do get a
that the politics in Sweden right now i
both the ruling party and the oppositi
gaged in a respectful and rational debate
based on facts and issues. And I think th
of recognition that people can have p
differences, but we’re all trying to achie
same goals, that’s something that S
should be proud of and should try to ma

White House Press Secretary James F
Carney. The first question from the Am
press goes to Steve Holland of Reuters. 

Syria/Chemical Weapons/Congressional 
rization for the Use of Military Force

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Than
sir. Have you made up your mind whet
take action against Syria whether or n
have a congressional resolution approve
strike needed in order to preserve your
bility for when you set these sort of red
And were you able to enlist the support
Prime Minister here for support in Syria

President Obama. Let me unpack the
tion. First of all, I didn’t set a red lin
world set a red line. The world set a re
when governments representing 98 perc
the world’s population said the use of ch
weapons are abhorrent and passed a trea
bidding their use even when countries a
gaged in war.
230-207_Text_.pdf   221 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Sept. 4 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

Congress set a red line when it ratified that
treaty. Congress set a red line when it indicat-

confidence that chemical weapons were used
and that the Asad Government—through their
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ed that—in a piece of legislation titled the Syr-
ia Accountability Act—that some of the hor-
rendous things that are happening on the
ground there need to be answered for.

And so when I said in a press conference
that my calculus about what’s happening in
Syria would be altered by the use of the chem-
ical weapons, which the overwhelming consen-
sus of humanity says is wrong, that wasn’t
something I just, kind of, made up. I didn’t
pluck it out of thin air. There’s a reason for it.
So that’s point number one.

Point number two: My credibility is not on
the line, the international community’s credi-
bility is on the line. And America and Con-
gress’s credibility is on the line because we give
lip service to the notion that these internation-
al norms are important.

And when those videos first broke and you
saw images of over 400 children subjected to
gas, everybody expressed outrage: How can
this happen in this modern world? Well, it hap-
pened because a government chose to deploy
these deadly weapons on civilian populations.
And so the question is, how credible is the in-
ternational community when it says this is an
international norm that has to be observed?
The question is, how credible is Congress
when it passes a treaty saying we have to forbid
the use of chemical weapons?

And I do think that we have to act, because
if we don’t, we are effectively saying that even
though we may condemn it and issue resolu-
tions and so forth and so on, somebody who is
not shamed by resolutions can continue to act
with impunity. And those international norms
begin to erode. And other despots and authori-
tarian regimes can start looking and saying,
that’s something we can get away with. And
that then calls into question other international
norms and laws of war and whether those are
going to be enforced.

So, as I told the Prime Minister, I am very
respectful of the U.N. investigators who went
in at great danger to try to gather evidence
about what happened. We want more informa-
tion, not less. But when I said that I have high

chain of command—ordered their use
was based on both public sourcing, inte
evidence that we feel very confident abo
cluding samples that have been tested sh
sarin from individuals who were there.

And I’m very mindful of the fact that a
the world—and here in Europe in partic
there are still memories of Iraq and weap
mass destruction accusations and people
concerned about how accurate this in
tion is. Keep in mind, I’m somebody w
posed the war in Iraq, and I am not inte
in repeating mistakes of us basing decisi
faulty intelligence.

But having done a thoroughgoing eva
of the information that is currently avail
can say with high confidence chemical 
ons were used. And by the way, Iran d
deny it. Even Syria doesn’t actually den
they were used. And that is what the U
vestigators are supposed to be determ
And frankly, nobody is really disputin
chemical weapons were used. The on
maining dispute is who used them, w
outside the parameters of the U.N. inv
tion. So the U.N. investigation will not b
to answer that preliminarily; they’re no
posed to.

But what we know is, is that the opp
doesn’t have the capability to deliver w
on this scale. These weapons are in Asad
session. We have intercepts indicating 
in the chain of command, both before a
ter the attacks, with knowledge of the
tacks. We can show that the rockets that
ered these chemical weapons went from
controlled by Asad into these areas whe
opposition was lodged. And the accum
of evidence gives us high confidence tha
carried this out.

And so the question is, after we’ve
through all this, are we going to try to
reason not to act? And if that’s the case,
think the world community should ad
Because you can always find a reason 
act. This is a complicated, difficult sit
And an initial response will not solve t
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derlying tragedy of the civil war in Syria. As
Fredrik mentioned, that will be solved

it’s an empty exercise; I think it’s important to
have Congress’s support on it. Okay?
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But we can send a very clear, strong mes-

sage against the prohibition—or in favor of the
prohibition against using chemical weapons.
We can change Asad’s calculus about using
them again. We can degrade his capabilities so
that he does not use them again. And so what
I’m talking about is an action that is limited in
time and in scope, targeted at the specific task
of degrading his capabilities and deterring the
use of those weapons again.

And in the meantime, we will continue to
engage the entire international community in
trying to find a solution to the underlying prob-
lems, which brings me to the last question.
And that is, what happens if Congress doesn’t
approve it? I believe that Congress will ap-
prove it. I believe Congress will approve it be-
cause I think America recognizes that, as diffi-
cult as it is to take any military action—even
one as limited as we’re talking about, even one
without boots on the ground—that’s a sober
decision. 

But I think America also recognizes that if
the international community fails to maintain
certain norms, standards, laws governing how
countries interact and how people are treated,
that over time, this world becomes less safe. It
becomes more dangerous not only for those
people who are subjected to these horrible
crimes, but to all of humanity. And we’ve seen
that happen again and again in our history. And
the people of Europe are certainly familiar
with what happens when the international
community finds excuses not to act.

And I would not have taken this before Con-
gress just as a symbolic gesture. I think it’s very
important that Congress say that we mean
what we say. And I think we will be stronger as
a country in our response if the President and
Congress does it together.

As Commander in Chief, I always preserve
the right and the responsibility to act on behalf
of America’s national security. I do not believe
that I was required to take this to Congress.
But I did not take this to Congress just because

Nobel Peace Prize/Syria

Moderator. And the next Swedish q
goes to Swedish National Television—[inau

Q. Mr. President, you’ve given ver
quent talks about the moral force of n
lence. I was wondering, could you descr
dilemma to be a Nobel Peace Prize winn
getting ready to attack Syria? And also, i
way did the talk that you had today with
Minister Reinfeldt move the world a ste
er to resolving the climate crisis?

President Obama. I would refer you 
speech that I gave when I received the 
Prize. And I think I started the speech b
ing that, compared to previous recipi
was certainly unworthy. But what I al
scribed was the challenge that all of u
when we believe in peace, but we con
world that is full of violence and occ
evil. And the question then becomes, wh
our responsibilities?

So I’ve made every effort to end the 
Iraq, to wind down the war in Afghanis
strengthen our commitment to multilate
tion, to promote diplomacy as the solu
problems. The question, though, that al
face—not just me, our citizens face, n
political leaders—is at what point do we 
need to confront actions that are violati
common humanity?

And I would argue that when I see 40
dren subjected to gas, over 1,400 innoc
vilians dying senselessly in an environm
which you already have tens of thousan
ing, and we have the opportunity to take
action that is meaningful, even if it d
solve the entire problem, may at least m
this particular problem, then the mora
to do is not to stand by and do nothing.

But it’s difficult. This is the part of my j
I find most challenging every single day. I
much rather spend my time talking about 
make sure every 3- and 4-year-old gets 
education than I would spending time th
about how can I prevent 3- and 4-year-old
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being subjected to chemical weapons and nerve
gas.

Press Secretary Carney. Final question goes
to Margaret Talev of Bloomberg News. 
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Unfortunately, that’s sometimes the deci-
sions that I’m confronted with as President of
the United States. And frankly, as President of
the United States, I can’t avoid those questions
because, as much as we are criticized, when
bad stuff happens around the world, the first
question is, what is the United States going to
do about it? That’s true on every issue. It’s true
in Libya. It’s true in Rwanda. It’s true in Sierra
Leone. It’s now true in Syria. That’s part of the
deal.

What was the second question?

Climate Change

Prime Minister Reinfeldt. Climate change.
Q. Climate change.
President Obama. I think we have great op-

portunities. I think this is a good chance for
Fredrik to talk about our shared views here,
because we have, I think, a joint belief that de-
veloped countries have to make progress, but
we have to have an international framework to
address where the increases in emissions are
now occurring.

Prime Minister Reinfeldt. Okay, well, I total-
ly agree to that. I think it’s been a very interest-
ing developing—development after Copenha-
gen. I learned to—we were both present in
Copenhagen, but we were saying that U.S. had
the highest emissions in the world and that
China was catching up. Now, only a few years
later, we have a situation where China is now
doubled the emissions of the ones we have in
U.S. This is actually reshaping the situation
when it comes to climate protection.

We are both responsible for lowering our
emissions, and we are doing so. But what we
have—we must also face the fact that we very
soon have a situation where 25 percent of the
global emissions is from European Union and
United States together. So the world can’t say,
“solve it,” pointing at a quarter. They need to
take in the 75 percent outside of European
Union and United States. That is our problem.
We want to deal with this, but it has to be a
global answer.

Russia-U.S. Relations/Syria/Congression
thorization for the Use of Military Forc
Foreign Policy

Q. Thank you. Mr. President, tom
you’ll see President Putin at the G–20
Russia and U.S. relations seriously strain
you see value in trying to persuade him 
drop opposition to a Syrian strike, or are
are your efforts now in that excluding 
from the decision? And looking back a
hopes for a reset, do you believe that you
estimated what you could change? Or d
believe that Mr. Putin changed the rule
way? If you will indulge me, I have one
but it’s all related.

President Obama. I will indulge you—
Q. Thank you.
President Obama. ——to let you ans

ask the question. I may not answer it, 
ahead.

Q. Could you take us behind the sce
that 45-minute walk around the South
where you changed your mind and deci
take this before Congress?

And, Mr. Prime Minister——
President Obama. Oh, goodness! Ma

you’re really pressing things now. [Lau
So this is question number four now.

Q. No, this is for the Prime Minister.
President Obama. Okay.
Q. You have expressed some doubts

military action in Syria, and I’m wonde
you could be a little bit more specific
what your concerned the consequences m
and whether you believe that President
has any—shares any burden of the respo
ity for Mr. Asad’s actions. Thank you.

President Obama. Okay. I mean, I’m j
ing to try to remember all this. [Laughte

First of all, the reset in the Russian re
ship was not done on a whim. There we
cific U.S. interests that I believed we
pursue with Russia, where interests
lapped, that would help us both on ou
term national security and our econom
we succeeded. We succeeded in passing 
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START Treaty that reduced nuclear stockpiles
for both the United States and Russia. Russia

As far as security action—Security Council
action, we have gone repeatedly to the Security
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joined the WTO, which bound them to a set of
international rules governing trade, which, I
think, ultimately will be good for the Russian
economy, but is also good for its trading part-
ners and potential companies that are investing
in Russia, and that includes U.S. companies.

We work together on counterterrorism is-
sues. They have provided us significant assis-
tance in supplying our troops in Afghanistan.
There were a whole host of outcomes from
that reset that were valuable to the United
States.

Now, there’s no doubt that, as I indicated a
while back, we’ve kind of hit a wall in terms of
additional progress. But I have not written off
the idea that the United States and Russia are
going to continue to have common interests
even as we have some very profound differenc-
es on some other issues. And where our inter-
ests overlap, we should pursue common action.
Where we’ve got differences, we should be
candid about them, try to manage those differ-
ences but not sugarcoat them.

One area where we’ve got a significant dif-
ference right now is the situation in Syria. Rus-
sia has a longstanding relationship with the
Asad regime, and as a consequence, it has been
very difficult to get Russia—working through
the Security Council—to acknowledge some of
the terrible behavior of the Asad regime and to
try to push towards the kind of political transi-
tion that’s needed in order to stabilize Syria.

And I’ve said to Mr. Putin directly, and I
continue to believe that even if you have great
concerns about elements in the opposition—
and we’ve got some concerns about certain ele-
ments of the opposition like al-Nusra—and
even if you’re concerned about the territorial
integrity of Syria—and we’re concerned about
the territorial integrity of Syria—if you, in fact,
want to end the violence and slaughter inside
of Syria, then you’re going to have to have a po-
litical transition. Because it is not possible for
Mr. Asad to regain legitimacy in a country
where he’s killed tens of thousands of his own
people. That will not happen. So far, at least,
Mr. Putin has rejected that logic.

Council for even the most modest of 
tions condemning some of the action
have taken place there, and it has been r
by Russia.

And do I hold out hope that Mr. Put
change his position on some of these 
I’m always hopeful. And I will continue
gage him because I think that internatio
tion would be much more effective and
mately, we can end deaths much more 
if Russia takes a different approach to
problems.

In terms of my decision to take the is
Congress, this had been brewing in my
for a while. Some people have noted—
think this is true—that had I been in th
ate in the midst of this period, I pr
would have suggested to a Democratic o
publican President that Congress shoul
the ability to weigh in on an issue like th
is not immediate, imminent, time sen
When the Chairman of the Joint Chief
Dempsey, indicated to me that wheth
struck today, tomorrow, or a month from
we could still do so effectively, then I
that raised the question of, why not ask
gress to debate this in a serious way? 

Because I do think it raises issues th
going to occur for us and for the intern
community for many years to come. I 
the truth of the matter is, is that under in
tional law, Security Council resolution o
defense or defense of an ally provides 
basis for action. But increasingly, what
going to be confronted with are situatio
Syria, like Kosovo, like Rwanda, in wh
may not always have a Security Counc
can act—it may be paralyzed for a who
of reasons—and yet we’ve got all these in
tional norms that we’re interested in u
ing. We may not be directly, imm
threatened by what’s taking place in a K
or a Syria or a Rwanda in the short ter
our long-term national security will be im
ed in a profound way, and our humanity
pacted in a profound way.
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And so I think it’s important for us to get out
of the habit in those circumstances—again, I’m

Nations. You’re also in a country where, I think
yesterday or the day before, we took the deci-
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not talking about circumstances where our na-
tional security is directly impacted, we’ve been
attacked, et cetera, where the President has to
act quickly—but in circumstances of the type
that I describe, it’s important for us to get out
of the habit of just saying, well, we’ll let the
President kind of stretch the boundaries of his
authority as far as he can; Congress will sit on
the sidelines, snipe. If it works, the sniping will
be a little less; if it doesn’t, a little more. But ei-
ther way, the American people and their repre-
sentatives are not fully invested in what are
tough choices.

And we as a country and the world are going
to start—have to take tough choices. I do get
frustrated, although I’m under—I understand
how complex this is, and any time you’re in-
volving military action, then people will ask,
well, this may do more harm than good. I un-
derstand those arguments; I wrestle with them
every day. But I do have to ask people, well, if,
in fact, you’re outraged by the slaughter of in-
nocent people, what are you doing about it?

And if the answer is, “Well, we should en-
gage diplomatically,” well, we’ve engaged dip-
lomatically. The answer is, “Well, we should
shine the spotlight and shame these govern-
ments,” well, these governments oftentimes
show no shame. “Well, we should act interna-
tionally.” Well, sometimes, because of the vari-
ous alignments, it’s hard to act through a Secu-
rity Council resolution.

And so either we resign ourselves to saying
there’s nothing we can do about it, and we’ll
just shake our heads and go about our business,
or we make decisions even when they’re diffi-
cult. And I think this is an example of where we
need to take—make decisions even though
they’re difficult. And I think it’s important for
Congress to be involved in that decision.

Prime Minister Reinfeldt. I think I should
answer the question. I think you’re right in say-
ing that this is a very difficult decision to take
and, as always, it’s a balancing act. And we’ve
been discussing this during our talks.

Just to remind you, you’re now in Sweden, a
small country with a deep belief in the United

sion that all the people that are now c
from the war in Syria are allowed to sta
manently in Sweden. So a lot of the peop
lowing this press conference here in S
are actually just now coming from Syria 
course, wondering what is the view o
country. And they have a lot of their co
men also in this country, so we have a
roots and links to Syria.

I think the main problem has been 
years now that we have a war without 
political solution. And that, at the end 
day, must be—we must get a cease-fir
must get a peace process. We must get 
to talk to each other.

I totally understand the complex sit
also on the opposition, because we have 
the opposition also here in Sweden, w
now conducted of different groups. The
to get Asad out of the picture, but what d
want instead? That is, of course, a quest
need to attend to.

The weapons inspector that was pres
Damascus is headed by a Swede. So 
country, of course, we are asking for the t
be able to see what were their findings
cially since President Obama has sent th
sion also to Congress. We think that tha
us some more time, and we are welcomin

Having said that, I also said I understa
absolute problem of not having a reac
use of chemical weapons and what kind
nal that sends to the world in a time wh
are developing our view on internation
not saying that you’re allowed to do wh
you like to your own people as long as 
side your own borders, no. We have thes
need to protect people. We need to look
interest of each and every one. So this
development we are seeing. That’s the
discussion we are having in Sweden.

So I need—I understand, especially th
President needs to react; otherwise he w
another kind of discussion. But this
country will always say, let’s put our hop
the United Nations. Let us push on some
to get a better situation.
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Of course, President Putin has a responsi-
bility in that. Of course. Because everyone

President Obama. Okay. Thank you.
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understands that Russia and also China has
been outside of the decisionmaking that we
would have needed a long time ago to put
more clear pressure and more political solu-
tion.

So that is what we have been discussing to-
day. If you balance all these sentences, that
shows how difficult this is.

NOTE: The President’s news conferen
gan at 2:45 p.m. at the Rosenbad build
his remarks, Prime Minister Reinfel
ferred to Ake Sellström, chief scientist
United Nations chemical weapons insp
team sent to Syria on behalf of the Org
tion for the Prohibition of Chemical 
ons. 

Joint Statement by President Obama and Prime Minister John Fr
Reinfeldt of Sweden
September 4, 2013

Sweden and the United States are very spe-
cial friends. Today we reaffirmed the dedica-
tion of the Kingdom of Sweden and the United
States of America to enhance our cooperation
across the full range of shared economic, envi-
ronmental, and security challenges. We agreed
that our close cooperation, both bilaterally and
in multilateral fora, is derived from shared val-
ues such as democracy, the respect for human
rights, and the rule of law.

This is a special year in the relationship be-
tween Sweden and the United States, as it
marks 375 years since the establishment of the
first Swedish settlement “New Sweden” in the
United States and 230 years since the first free
trade agreement between our countries was
signed. Today over four million Americans
claim Swedish heritage. Business ties flourish
between our countries. And our work together
around the world magnifies the positive impact
we can have when facing common challenges
in pursuit of our shared agenda.

We confirmed our determination to contin-
ue to promote growth and jobs, counter cli-
mate change and accelerate the transition to a
sustainable energy future, expand trade and in-
vestment, work for international peace and se-
curity, and promote global development, con-
flict prevention, and disarmament. President
Obama expressed his appreciation to the
Prime Minister for arranging the dinner with
regional leaders, allowing for consultations

with Nordic colleagues on a number of 
challenges.

We looked forward to the opportun
commemorate Raoul Wallenberg this
noon and pay tribute to a man who cho
to be indifferent and to rise to a higher
calling. We remember and revere Raou
lenberg and his courageous deeds saving
sands of Hungarian Jews from the Holoc

We noted that climate change and its 
quences are defining challenges of our
The United States and Sweden are deter
to take actions to counter climate chan
promote clean energy, domestically and
nationally, including through the UN c
negotiations, while driving continued ec
ic growth.

Today we reinforced our support for 
forts of the Swedish-American Green A
(SAGA) to further enhance our coopera
enable the transition to a sustainable 
future. The priorities of SAGA are deve
smart grids to ensure efficient transmis
electricity, developing renewable 
sources, improving energy efficiency, de
ing sustainable cities, and cooperation to
tate innovation and commercialization 
tainable energy technologies. As fou
members of the Climate and Clean Air
tion, Sweden and the United States are p
that the Coalition, as a complement 
work on long-lived climate pollutants,
ready working to catalyze significant 
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reductions of short-lived climate pollutants.
We agreed to redouble our efforts and invite

Partner countries further. Sweden and the
United States are leaders in advancing the crit-
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others to join to take full advantage of the Co-
alition’s potential, including through innovative
approaches to financing methane abatement.

Sweden and the United States share a com-
mitment to promoting growth and jobs
through actions to strengthen global demand.
Fiscal strategies should be adapted to econom-
ic conditions and to available fiscal space. We
share a commitment to advancing financial re-
form to build a more resilient global financial
system.

We discussed the significance of the launch
of the negotiations for the Transatlantic Trade
and Investment Partnership (T–TIP). T–TIP
aims to boost economic growth in the United
States and in the EU and add to the more than
13 million American and EU jobs already sup-
ported by transatlantic trade and investment.
We also reaffirmed our support for the multi-
lateral trading system through our efforts with-
in the WTO to liberalize trade in services and
environmental goods and to strengthen trade
facilitation. This will not only bring new jobs
and growth to both continents, but also even
further strengthen the political and economic
partnership. Global economic recovery,
growth, and combating poverty are shared
goals. To achieve these goals, Sweden and the
United States agree on the importance of fur-
ther trade liberalisation and opening of mar-
kets.

Sweden and the United States stress the im-
portance of the work of the Arctic Council. We
look forward to increasing our cooperation to
protect and conduct research on the Arctic en-
vironment, improving living conditions, and
encouraging sustainable development in the
Arctic, particularly with respect to indigenous
communities.

We reiterated our determination to contin-
ue working together to promote peace and se-
curity around the world. Our cooperation with-
in the United Nations on peacekeeping, as well
as partnership in NATO-led missions such as
ISAF and KFOR, contribute to a more peace-
ful, secure world. We are committed to devel-
oping the relationship between NATO and

ical role of women in achieving intern
peace and security. Sweden has generou
fered the Nordic Center for Gender in M
Operations for NATO use, and the U
States has committed to provide supp
the center’s training and education effor

We reaffirmed our commitment to see
world without nuclear weapons, supporti
going efforts on nuclear disarmament an
proliferation. We welcome the achieve
made through the Nuclear Security Su
to secure nuclear material and reduc
threat of nuclear terrorism.

We agreed that development and hu
tarian aid are strategic, economic, and
imperatives. We are committed to agg
efforts to accelerate the achievement 
Millennium Development Goals before
Achieving real results in people’s lives 
tutes our greatest chance to make a diffe
We will reinforce our efforts to improv
and maternal health. We recognize th
eradication of extreme poverty is the c
our future global development. We env
common post-2015 agenda that sets clea
bitious, and measurable goals to meet t
cial, economic, and environmental needs
eight billion people who will inhabit the
by 2030.

We affirmed our joint commitment t
tect the human rights of LGBT persons 
ly through support to the Global E
Fund. Launched in 2011, the Fund assis
society organizations in over 25 co
worldwide. The United States and Swed
each preparing a $6 million contribut
new resources to support the Fund ove
years, totaling a $12 million commitmen

We emphasized our support for the
Eastern Partnership as a means to help a
economic challenges in the region, pr
the EU integration of the Eastern Eur
partner countries, and develop democra
spect for human rights, and rule of law.

We recognized the importance of re
cooperation, including with the Baltic sta
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Sweden and the United States are continu-
ing our collaboration on other common foreign
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policy areas. Today we have, among other
things, discussed the situations in Syria and
Egypt. We are determined to work together to
promote respect for human rights, democracy,
and the rule of law in Egypt. With regard to
the situation in Syria, we strongly condemn any
and all use of chemical weapons. Those re-
sponsible for the use of chemical weapons
must be held accountable.

We share the goal of a just, lasting and com-
prehensive peace in the Middle East, resulting
in two independent and democratic states liv-
ing side by side in peace and security. Sweden
and the United States welcome and support
the decision by Israel and the Palestinians to
resume final status negotiations, and encour-
age the parties to continue engaging in good
faith negotiations towards this shared goal.

We remain gravely concerned about Iran’s
nuclear program and urge Iran to comply with
all its international obligations, including full
implementation by Iran of UN Security Coun-

our commitment to work toward a dipl
solution to the Iranian nuclear issue in 
dance with the dual track approach.

We urge North Korea to deescalate te
on the Korean peninsula, commit to ir
ible steps leading to denuclearization
comply with all relevant UN Security C
resolutions and other international 
ments. President Obama expressed his
tude to the Kingdom of Sweden for ser
the United States’ protecting power in 
Korea.

This historic first bilateral visit of an A
can president to Sweden underscores n
the importance of the U.S.-S
relationship, but also the bonds betwe
United States and all the Nordic countri
the globally significant relationship be
America and Europe.

NOTE: An original was not available for
cation of the content of this joint stateme

Remarks at the Great Synagogue in Stockholm, Sweden
September 4, 2013

Good afternoon. I want to thank Prime Min-
ister Reinfeldt, Lena Posner-Körösi, and Rabbi
Narrowe for welcoming me here to the Great
Synagogue, the heart of the Jewish community
here in Stockholm.

This evening is the first night of the Jewish
High Holidays, Rosh Hashanah. For our Jew-
ish friends, it’s a time of joy and celebration, to
give thanks for our blessings, and to look ahead
to the coming year. So to all our Jewish friends
here in Sweden, in the United States, and
around the world, especially in Israel, I want to
wish you and your families a sweet and happy
New Year. Shana Tova.

Days such as this are a time of reflection, an
occasion to consider not just our relationship
with God, but our relationship with each other
as human beings. We’re reminded of our basic
obligations: to recognize ourselves in each oth-
er, to treat one another with compassion, to
reach out to the less fortunate among us, to do

our part to help repair our world. These
are at the heart of the great partnersh
tween Sweden and the United States
these values defined the life of the man 
member today: Raoul Wallenberg.

Now, last year we marked the 100th
versary of Wallenberg’s birth, and I was
to send my greetings to your ceremony h
Stockholm. Today we’re honored to be 
by those who loved him and whose li
touched: members of the Wallenberg 
including his half-sister Nina and the fam
his late half-brother Guy; Wallenberg
league, Gabriella Kassius; and some 
countless men and women whom Walle
saved from the Holocaust.

We just had a wonderful visit together
showed me some incredible artifacts, so
the Swedish passports Wallenberg used 
tect Jews in Budapest. I saw his diary, h
passport, including a picture of him as 
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and as he will always remain: young and deter-
mined and full of energy and an enormous

year. And this legacy shines bright in the survi-
vors who are here today and in the family trees
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heart. And I’m here today because, as Ameri-
cans, we cherish our ties to Wallenberg as well.

He was a son of Sweden, but he also studied
in America. I know he spent most of his time in
Ann Arbor, but my understanding is, he spent
some time in my hometown of Chicago as well.
He could have remained in the comfort of
Stockholm, but he went to Nazi-occupied
Hungary in partnership with the U.S. War Ref-
ugee Board. To this day, schools and streets in
America bear his name, and he is one of only a
few individuals ever granted honorary U.S. cit-
izenship. So he’s beloved in both our countries;
he’s one of the links that bind us together.

Wallenberg’s life is a challenge to us all to
live those virtues of empathy and compassion,
even when it’s hard, even when it involves
great risk. He came from a prominent family,
but he chose to help the most vulnerable. He
was a Lutheran, and yet he risked his lives to
save Jews. “I will never be able to go back to
Stockholm,” he said, “without knowing inside
myself I’d done all a man could do to save as
many Jews as possible.”

So when Jews in Budapest were marked
with that yellow star, Wallenberg shielded
them behind the blue and yellow of the Swed-
ish flag. When they were forced into death
marches, he showed up with the food and wa-
ter that gave them life. When they were loaded
on trains for the camps, he climbed on board
too and pulled them off. He lived out one of
the most important mitzvots—most important
commandments—in the Jewish tradition: to
redeem a captive; to save a life; the belief that
when a neighbor is suffering, we cannot stand
idly by.

And because he refused to stand by, Wallen-
berg reminds us of our power when we choose
not simply to bear witness, but also to act: the
tens of thousands he saved from the camps; the
estimated 100,000 Jews of Budapest who sur-
vived the war, in no small measure because of
this man and those like Gabriella who risked
their lives as well. It also calls to mind the com-
passion of Swedes who helped to rescue so
many Jews from Denmark 70 years ago this

that have continued to grow ever since
dren and grandchildren and great-gran
dren who owe their very existence to a Sw
hero that they never knew.

I cannot think of a better tribute to
Wallenberg than for each of us—as indi
and as nations—to reaffirm our determ
to live the values that defined his life 
make the same choice in our time. And
day we say that we will make a habit of 
thy. We will stand against anti-Semitis
hatred in all its forms. We will choose to
nize the beauty and dignity and worth o
person and every child. And we will cho
instill in the hearts of our own children th
and tolerance and compassion that we se

One of those whom Wallenberg save
told this story. He was a young boy in 
when they came for the women, includ
mother. And “my mother kissed me,” h
“and I cried and she cried. And we kn
were parting forever.” But then, “2 or 3
later, to my amazement, my mother re
with the other women, and it seemed lik
rage, a miracle. My mother was there. S
alive and she was hugging me and kissin
and she said one word: Wallenberg.”

Today we stand in awe of the courage
man who earned his place in the Rig
Among the Nations. And we pray for t
when all peoples and nations find the
strength: to recognize the humanity th
share and to summon in our own lives o
pacity for good, to live with tolerance a
spect, to treat everyone with dignity, 
provide our children with the peace tha
deserve.

So thank you very much. It is a great
to be here today. And on behalf of the A
can people, we want to say to the Walle
family how truly inspired and grateful 
for all that he did. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m.
remarks, he referred to Lena Posner-K
president, Official Council of Jewish Co
nities in Sweden.
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Joint Statement by the United States, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway,
and Sweden 
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September 4, 2013

The Kingdom of Denmark, Republic of Fin-
land, Republic of Iceland, Kingdom of Nor-
way, Kingdom of Sweden, and the United
States of America reaffirm our deep partner-
ship based on shared fundamental values in-
cluding our commitment to democracy, human
rights, respect for the rule of law, and econom-
ic freedom. We continue to deepen our collab-
oration on important shared global priorities,
including climate change and clean energy, the
Arctic, a strong, open multilateral trading sys-
tem, emerging security challenges, global de-
velopment and humanitarian assistance, and
Europe’s regional economic and security envi-
ronment. This evening, we have come together
at a defining moment in the transatlantic rela-
tionship to discuss our long-term goals in each
of these areas and agree to take concrete steps
to achieve those goals.

United on Global Issues

The United States and the Nordic countries
share the goal of a stable and peaceful Middle
East. We agree that all relevant parties must
work urgently for a just, lasting and compre-
hensive peace in the Middle East. We are de-
termined to work together to promote respect
for human rights, democracy, and the rule of
law in Egypt. With regard to the situation in
Syria, we strongly condemn any and all use of
chemical weapons, and we are convinced a
strong international reaction is required. Those
responsible for the use of chemical weapons
must be held accountable.

We recognize the importance of coopera-
tion between our countries in building com-
prehensive security and addressing security is-
sues in the 21st century, including terrorism,
the proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion, illicit international arms trade, and threats
to cyber security. We also recognize that we
must address these challenges in a manner that
respects our most cherished values and pro-
tects universal human rights and fundamental

freedoms, which are at the foundation
flourishing democracies. We note the n
continue to strengthen our countries’ 
tant contributions to regional, transa
and international forums, including in th
NATO, and NATO Partnership contex
recommit to continuing and expanding o
curity, recognizing that this cooperation
and among the Nordic countries, with
regional partners, including especially th
tic states, and in transatlantic and intern
fora—will be crucial to our success.

To complement our already robust b
and regional security cooperation, we ag
launch a U.S.-Nordic Security Dialogue,
will meet annually to discuss opportunit
collaboration on global and regional secu
sues, focusing primarily on issues arising
United Nations, including an integrat
proach to preventive diplomacy, peace
ing, peacekeeping, and atrocity preve
Another stream of work will include jo
pacity building efforts to promote stabil
in fragile and conflict affected states—
up security and development efforts, an
ian and military partners.

Recognizing that we still have work
closer to home, we agree on our mutua
mitment to deepening regional coope
and continuing to pursue our common
of a Europe whole, free, and at peace.

We underscore the importance of a
that can support a global economic rec
including the Transatlantic Trade and 
ment Partnership (T–TIP) currently bei
gotiated between the European Union a
United States. T–TIP aims to boost eco
growth in the United States and the E
add to the more than 13 million Americ
EU jobs already supported by transa
trade and investment. We also look forw
exploring ways we can bolster trade and 
ment between the United States and N
and Iceland. We also emphasize our co
ment to achieving significant and subs
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outcomes at the 9th World Trade Organization
Ministerial.

Reform to undertake peer reviews of domestic
fossil fuel subsidies.
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We agree that the fight against tax avoidance
and evasion should be a top priority in all rele-
vant international fora. We support the work of
the Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development’s on base erosion and profit
shifting (BEPS) and automatic exchange of in-
formation as the new global standard. The en-
gagement of the G–20 in these issues is impor-
tant. The misuse of shell companies can be a
severe impediment to sustainable economic
growth and sound governance. We will make a
concerted and collective effort to tackle this is-
sue and improve the transparency of compa-
nies and legal arrangements.

Partnering on Climate Change and the Arctic

Climate change is one of the foremost chal-
lenges for our future economic growth and
well-being. We underscore the importance of
continuing to encourage innovative approaches
to promoting energy efficiency and clean ener-
gy, including renewables, and of taking action
on climate change, domestically and interna-
tionally. This requires mobilizing scaled up cli-
mate finance. We agreed on the importance of
reaching an ambitious, comprehensive, fair,
and inclusive climate agreement under the
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change in 2015 that is consistent with
science, mindful of the two degree target, and
applicable to all.

As part of our commitment to accelerating
the transition to low-carbon energy systems
worldwide, the leaders of Denmark, Finland,
Iceland, Norway, and Sweden will join the
United States in ending public financing for
new coal-fired power plants overseas, except in
rare circumstances. We will work together to
secure the support of other countries and mul-
tilateral development banks to adopt similar
policies. The Nordic countries and the United
States agreed to continue their work, in all ap-
propriate channels, to reduce the use of do-
mestic fossil fuel subsidies globally. The Unit-
ed States also agrees to join with the Nordic
members of the Friends of Fossil Fuel Subsidy

Recognizing the rapid growth of the C
and Clean Air Coalition over its fi
months, we note the potential of the Co
to catalyze significant global reductio
short-lived climate pollutants, which ha
jor impacts on climate change and 
health. The U.S. and Nordic members 
Coalition agree to intensify our efforts a
vite others to join to take full advantage
Coalition’s potential.

The United States and Nordic memb
the Clean Energy Ministerial continue t
port various ministerial initiatives, inc
the 21st Century Power Partnership, 
brings together government and private
actors to help identify and promote suc
technical, policy, and financial pathw
cleaner and more efficient power syste
both developed and developing countrie
ditionally, the United States and Nordic
tries expressed our support for the “S
able Energy for All” initiative of the UN 
tary-General.

We recommit to protecting the Arcti
ronment, working to improve living con
and encouraging sustainable developm
the Arctic region, particularly with resp
indigenous peoples, and ensuring that th
tic remains a peaceful region of coope
We will pursue opportunities in future
Council meetings and other internation
to promote prosperity, foster scientific c
ation, and reduce emissions of black car
the Arctic region, as agreed upon in the 
Declaration.

Advancing Global Development 

As leaders in providing development
tance, we agree on the strategic, eco
and moral imperative of global develo
and humanitarian aid. We are commit
aggressive efforts to accelerate achievem
the Millennium Development Goals (M
The MDGs continue to be a symbol 
common humanity and a statement 
world’s commitment to eradicating ex
poverty and hunger, combating d
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achieving gender equality, free quality educa-
tion for all, and environmental sustainability,

support to the multi-donor trust fund for EITI
or the EITI Secretariat. EU member states
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 are or
thus extending hope and opportunity to bil-
lions across the world. We note the opportuni-
ties for using trade to boost economic growth
and reduce poverty in developing countries, as
well as the importance of promoting human
rights and gender equality. In addition, we
agree that vaccination through GAVI repre-
sents one of the most cost-effective approaches
to save children’s lives and that with enhanced
efforts, polio can be eradicated within this de-
cade. Together, we envision a unified post-
2015 agenda that addresses poverty, inclusive
growth, and sustainability in clear, ambitious,
and measurable goals.

The United States and Nordic countries are
critical donors in fight against HIV/AIDS, tu-
berculosis, and malaria worldwide. We com-
mend the reforms and results achieved by the
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria
and will work together to ensure a successful
replenishment. In a demonstration of strong
leadership, a number of Nordic countries are
together pledging $750 million, with over $150
million in increased funds, for the Global Fund
replenishment, subject to parliamentary ap-
proval. This funding will leverage $375 million
from the U.S. challenge pledge of $1 for every
$2 donated. These historic multilateral invest-
ments will work to turn the tide against these
three devastating diseases.

Access to electricity continues to be one of
the most significant hurdles to economic
growth and development. In sub-Saharan Afri-
ca alone, more than two-thirds of the popula-
tion is without access to power. To support a
doubling of electricity access in sub-Saharan
Africa the United States and Nordic countries
have expressed our support for the Power Afri-
ca initiative and agree to work together to pro-
vide technical assistance, financing, and other
support to enable additional investment in en-
ergy projects throughout the region.

In support of the Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiative (EITI), we agree to
promote transparency and accountability of ex-
penditures and revenues related to the extrac-
tion of natural resources, including through

Denmark, Finland, and Sweden inte
quickly transpose the EU Accountin
Transparency Directive, which requires
datory disclosures of payments made t
ernments for extractive and logging proj

Protecting Human Rights and Strengt
Governance

We will work together to eradicate p
promote good governance and human 
combat all forms of trafficking in person
strengthen gender equality and the rig
women and girls, including sexual and 
ductive health and rights.

We agree to make real our respective 
tions and commitments to promote an
tect women’s human rights and funda
freedoms as outlined in the Convention 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrim
against Women (CEDAW), the Beijing
form for Action, the United Nations 
tions on Women, Peace and Security, an
er international instruments and agree
on women’s rights. We note in particu
importance of empowering women as
partners in preventing conflict and b
peace and ensuring their protection fro
lence, and of our continued bilateral an
tilateral engagement to this end in such
tries as Afghanistan and Pakistan and 
Middle East. In Afghanistan, for examp
endorse such flagship initiatives as 
MOTE, UN Women’s Elimination of Vi
against Women Special Fund, the Afgh
construction Trust Fund’s EQUIP, an
National Solidarity Program’s Communi
velopment Councils, which together em
a critical mass of Afghan women to fully 
ipate in Afghan society.

We strengthen our commitments to ad
equality and dignity for LGBT persons th
the Global Equality Fund. This comm
reflects an increasingly growing global
ment that all persons should be treated e
and with dignity regardless of who they
who they love.
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The United States and Nordic members of
the Open Government Partnership, a multilat-

Working together, we have a historic op-
portunity to make progress on issues of
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eral initiative that asks governments to promote
transparency, empower citizens, fight corrup-
tion, and strengthen governance, agree to re-
double our efforts to develop ambitious “Race
to the Top” commitments for the October 31
Open Government Partnership Ministerial.

global significance, and we remain ste
in our dedication to the pursuit of
goals.

NOTE: An original was not available for
cation of the content of this joint stateme

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan 
Petersburg, Russia
September 5, 2013

Prime Minister Abe. It is my great pleasure
to have a bilateral meeting on the occasion of
G–20 today. Also, it was extremely meaningful
for both of us to have a telephone conversation
to discuss the situation in Syria. I certainly look
forward to continuously and closely working
with you to improve the situation on the
ground.

And also, since my last visit to the United
States back in February, I have made firm de-
cisions on major issues in our bilateral con-
tacts, including TPP issue.

We had a major victory in the upper house
election back in July. Therefore, we now have
the stable foundation as an administration, and
I certainly look forward to addressing econom-
ic issues such as achieving economic growth
and also addressing security issues.

And also, with regard to our joint endeavor
to address these challenges, I would like to talk
about mid- to long-term perspective and also
direction of our collaboration.

President Obama. Well, it is wonderful to
see Prime Minister Abe and his delegation
again. As I’ve said before, the U.S.-Japan alli-
ance is one of the cornerstones not just of Ja-
pan’s and America’s security, but also a corner-
stone for peace and security around the world.

Here at the G–20, our primary purpose is to
focus on the economy and how we can improve
the world’s prospects for jobs and growth and

stability. And I know that Prime Minist
has taken some very bold steps to boost g
and jobs and demand in Japan.

But I know that Prime Minister Abe
committed—as we are—to completin
year, negotiations around the Trans-
Partnership, which promises to open u
kets and to create the kinds of high-sta
trade agreements throughout the large
most dynamic and fastest growing set o
kets in the world.

During the meeting, we’ll also have 
portunity to discuss a range of security 
including our continued concerns abo
nuclearization of the Korean Peninsula a
importance of North Korea abiding by in
tional law.

And I also look forward to having an 
sive conversation about the situation in
and, I think, our joint recognition that t
of chemical weapons in Syria is not only 
edy, but also a violation of internation
that must be addressed.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approxi
3:20 p.m. at the bilateral meetings pavi
the Constantine Palace. Prime Ministe
spoke in Japanese, and his remarks were
lated by an interpreter.
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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Xi Jinping of China in St. Petersburg
September 6, 2013
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President Xi. Honorable President Obama,
it’s my great pleasure to meet you again. Our
meeting today reminds me of the meeting we
had this past June when we met in the Annen-
berg Estate. In that meeting, we reached im-
portant consensus of mutual interest in our bi-
lateral relationship. In particular, we agreed
once again to building a new model of major
country relationship between China and the
United States.

The Annenberg Estate is a beautiful and
quiet place, and I still have fresh memories of
your warm hospitality. So I take this opportuni-
ty to thank you again for hosting me.

Since we met last time, our two teams have
worked closely together to implement a con-
sensus we have reached. The fifth round of the
China-U.S. Strategic and Economic Dialogue
produced bountiful results. Our mil-to-mil rela-
tionship continues to improve. We have made
solid progress in advancing practical coopera-
tion in many different areas, and we have main-
tained close communication and coordination
of major international and regional issues.

In my view, the China-U.S. relationship has
maintained a sound momentum of development.

President Obama. Well, Mr. President,
thank you for hosting us, and it is a pleasure to
see you again.

As President Xi indicated, we had excellent
meetings in Sunnylands earlier this year. And
we’ve agreed to continue to build a new model
of great power relations based on practical co-

operation and constructively managing o
ferences.

As has been indicated, we’ve made sign
progress on a range of issues, whether it’s
eration on addressing climate change, exp
military-to-military consultations that 
awareness and avoid potential conflicts o
communications. And we’ve had some ex
discussions through the Strategic and Eco
Dialogue about how we can continue to
the economy and give some momentum t
al growth that creates jobs, prosperity, an
anced growth around the world.

So this gives us an additional opportu
discuss some of the topics at issue here
G–20, as well as our mutual interest in ad
ing some significant global challenges, s
the challenge posed by North Korea’s n
and missile programs.

And although there will continue to be
significant disagreements and sources o
sion, I’m confident that they can be ma
And I want to reiterate that the United
welcomes the continuing peaceful rise o
na and is interested in a China that is pla
stable and prosperous and responsible ro
only in the Asia-Pacific, but around the w

NOTE: The President spoke at approxi
9:50 a.m. at Villa 10 on the Constantine 
campus. President Xi spoke in Chinese, a
remarks were translated by an interprete

Remarks Following a Meeting With President François Hollande of Fr
in St. Petersburg
September 6, 2013

President Obama. It’s always a pleasure to
sit down with President Hollande. France is
one of our oldest and closest allies as a critical
voice in global affairs. So we very much appre-
ciate President Hollande’s leadership and
France’s partnership in some of the challenges
that our countries in the world face together.

I thanked France and President Hollan
their outstanding efforts in Mali. We congr
the Malian people on successful Presi
elections, and our countries will continue t
with the international community, includ
United Nations, to help Mali to strengt
democratic institutions and pursue reconci
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We had the opportunity to discuss how we
and our P–5-plus-1 partners remain prepared

there are many countries in the world that
agree with us that international norms must be
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to engage diplomatically with Iran to resolve
the international community’s concerns with
Iran’s nuclear program. We recognize there
have been new elections in Iran. We hope that
they take the opportunity to demonstrate—in
actions and not just in words—that they, in
fact, are committed to not pursuing a nuclear
weapon.

With regard to Syria, obviously, a topic that
President Hollande and I have had extensive
discussions about, both our countries have
concluded the same thing: that chemical weap-
ons were used in Syria; that they were used by
the Asad regime against civilians; that the
chemical weapons ban is a critical international
norm; and that it needs to be enforced.

I value very much President Hollande’s
commitment to a strong international response
for these grievous acts. Any action that we con-
template, and partners like France might con-
template, would be limited, proportionate, and
appropriate and would be focused on deterring
the use of chemical weapons in the future and
degrading the Asad regime’s capacity to use
chemical weapons.

We recognize that there is an underlying
civil war that cannot be solved by military
means alone, and so we continue to be com-
mitted to engaging in the Geneva II process to
bring about a transition that could actually
bring stability, prosperity, peace, and legitima-
cy to the situation in Syria.

We discussed our extensive engagement
with our European and global counterparts, in-
cluding here at the G–20. And it’s clear that

upheld, and we’re going to continue to c
closely with each other and with other l
in the days to come.

So I—one last comment: We had a 
sion about how the Syrian situation pos
nificant risks to Lebanon as well as Jorda
we heard directly from Prime Minister
gan, the impact that it’s having on Turk
even as we are looking at specific actions
force the international norm against
chemical weapons, we very much welcom
are participating with other countries 
humanitarian effort to ensure that we 
see a destabilizing situation that gets wo
neighboring countries in the region, as 
to provide just basic relief—food, care—
care, all the basics—for the Syrian popu
millions of whom have been displaced 
terrible civil war.

So again, I want to thank very much
çois for his outstanding leadership and p
ship in managing a whole range of very d
situations around the world, but ones th
mately, when like-minded countries g
gether, potentially can have a positive 
on.

[At this point, President Hollande ma
marks in French, which were translated
interpreter, but no transcript was provid

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:53 p.m.
bilateral meetings pavilion of the Const
Palace. In his remarks, he referred to
dent Bashar al-Asad of Syria.

The President’s News Conference in St. Petersburg
September 6, 2013

The President. Good evening. Let me begin
by thanking President Putin and the people of
St. Petersburg and the people of Russia for
hosting this G–20. This city has a long and sto-
ried history, including its historic resistance
and extraordinary sacrifices during the Second
World War. So I want to take this opportunity
to salute the people of St. Petersburg and ex-

press our gratitude for their outstanding
tality.

Now, this summit marks another mil
in the world’s recovery from the financia
that erupted 5 years ago this month. Ins
the looming threat of another financial
down, we’re focused for the first time in
years on building upon the gains that
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made. For the first time in 3 years, instead of
an urgent discussion to address the European

mies competitive. Nations agreed to continue
pursuing financial reforms and to address tax
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financial crisis, we see a Europe that has
emerged from recession.

Moreover, the United States is a source of
strength in the global economy. Our manufac-
turing sector is rebounding. New rules have
strengthened our banks and reduced the
chance of another crisis. We’re reducing our
addiction to foreign oil and producing more
clean energy. And as we learned today, over
the past 3½   years, our businesses have created
7½   million new jobs, a pace of more than 2 mil-
lion jobs each year. We’ve put more people
back to work, but we’ve also cleared away the
rubble of crisis and laid the foundation for
stronger and more durable economic growth.

We’re also making progress in putting our
fiscal house in order. Our deficits are falling at
the fastest rate in 60 years. And as Congress
takes up important decisions in the coming
month, I’m going to keep making the case for
the smart investments and fiscal responsibility
that keeps our economy growing, creates jobs,
and keeps the U.S. competitive. That includes
making sure we don’t risk a U.S. default over
paying bills we’ve already racked up. I’m deter-
mined that the world has confidence in the full
faith and credit of the United States.

Now, as the world’s largest economy, our re-
covery is helping to drive global growth. And in
the emerging markets in particular, there’s a
recognition that a strong U.S. economy is good
for their economies too.

Yet we came to St. Petersburg mindful of
the challenges that remain. As it emerges from
recession, Europe has an opportunity to focus
on boosting demand and reducing unemploy-
ment, as well as making some of the structural
changes that can increase long-term growth.
Growth in emerging economies has slowed, so
we need to make sure that we are working with
them in managing this process. And I’m
pleased that over the past 2 days, we reached a
consensus on how to proceed.

We agreed that our focus needs to be on
creating jobs and growth that put people back
to work. We agreed on ways to encourage the
investments in infrastructure that keep econo-

evasion and tax avoidance, which unde
budgets and unfairly shifts the tax bur
other taxpayers.

We’re moving ahead with our develo
agenda, with a focus on issues like food 
ty and combating corruption. And I’m
pleased that the G–20 nations agreed to
faster progress on phasing down certain 
house gases a priority. That’s an importa
in our fight against climate change.

During my trip, we also continued o
forts to advance two key trade initiativ
Transatlantic Trade and Investment P
ship and the Trans-Pacific Partnership.
believe that if we continue to move forw
all the fronts that I’ve described, we ca
the global economy growing and keep cr
jobs for our people.

Of course, even as we’ve focused o
shared prosperity—and although the p
task of the G–20 is to focus on our joint 
to boost the global economy—we did al
cuss a grave threat to our shared securi
that’s the Syrian regime’s use of ch
weapons. And what I’ve been emphasizi
will continue to stress is that the Asad re
brazen use of chemical weapons isn’t 
Syrian tragedy; It’s a threat to global pea
security.

Syria’s escalating use of chemical w
threatens its neighbors: Turkey, Jordan,
non, Iraq, Israel. It threatens to further
bilize the Middle East. It increases th
that these weapons will fall into the ha
terrorist groups. But more broadly, it thr
to unravel the international norm 
chemical weapons embraced by 189 n
and those nations represent 98 percent
world’s people.

Failing to respond to this breach of t
ternational norm would send a signal to
nations, authoritarian regimes, and terro
ganizations that they can develop an
weapons of mass destruction and not 
consequence. And that’s not the world t
want to live in.
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This is why nations around the world have
condemned Syria for this attack and called for

The President. Yes.
Q. ——but your advisers also say you’re
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action. I’ve been encouraged by discussions
with my fellow leaders this week; there is a
growing recognition that the world cannot
stand idly by. Here in St. Petersburg, leaders
from Europe, Asia, and the Middle East have
come together to say that the international
norm against the use of chemical weapons
must be upheld and that the Asad regime used
these weapons on its own people and that, as a
consequence, there needs to be a strong re-
sponse.

The Arab League Foreign Ministers have
said the Asad regime is responsible and called
for “deterrent and necessary measures against
the culprits of this crime.” The Organization of
Islamic Cooperation, its General Secretariat
has called the attack a “blatant affront to all re-
ligious and moral values and a deliberate disre-
gard of international laws and norms, which re-
quires a decisive action.”

So, in the coming days, I’ll continue to con-
sult with my fellow leaders around the world,
and I will continue to consult with Congress.
And I will make the best case that I can to the
American people, as well as to the internation-
al community, for taking necessary and appro-
priate action. And I intend to address the
American people from the White House on
Tuesday.

The kind of world we live in and our ability
to deter this kind of outrageous behavior is go-
ing to depend on the decisions that we make in
the days ahead. And I’m confident that if we
deliberate carefully and we choose wisely and
embrace our responsibilities, we can meet the
challenges of this moment as well as those in
the days ahead.

So with that, let me take some questions.
I’ve got my handy list. And I will start with Ju-
lie Pace from AP.

Syria/President Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin
of Russia/Former National Security Agency
Contractor Edward J. Snowden

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You men-
tioned the number of countries that have con-
demned the use of chemical weapons——

leaving this summit with a strong num
countries backing your call for military 
President Putin, just a short time ago, i
ed it may only be a handful of countri
cluding France, Turkey, and Saudi Arabi
you tell us publicly what countries are b
your call for military action? And di
change any minds here? President Put
mentioned your meeting with him earl
day. Can you tell us how that came abou
did you discuss both Syria and E
Snowden? Thank you.

The President. I believe that there wi
statement issued later this evening—alt
hopefully, in time for you guys to file
home—that indicates some of the add
countries that are making public stateme

Last night we had a good discussion.
want to give President Putin credit that
cilitated, I think, a full airing of views on
sue. And here’s how I would describe it
out giving the details or betraying the
dence of those who were speaking with
confines of the dinner. It was unanimo
chemical weapons were used—a unan
conclusion that chemical weapons wer
in Syria. There was a unanimous view th
norm against using chemical weapons ha
maintained, that these weapons were b
for a reason, and that the internationa
munity has to take those norms seriously

I would say that the majority of the r
comfortable with our conclusion that A
the Asad Government—was responsib
their use. Obviously, this is disputed by
dent Putin. But if you polled the leade
night, I am confident that you’d get a m
who said it is most likely—we are pretty
dent—that the Asad regime used them.

Where there is a division has to do w
United Nations. There are a number of
tries that, just as a matter of principle, b
that if military action is to be taken it ne
go through the U.N. Security Council. 
are others—and I put myself in this ca
somebody who’s a strong supporter 
United Nations, who very much appr
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the courage of the investigators who had gone
in and looks forward to seeing the U.N. report,

norms and international law, then I think peo-
ple, rightly, are going to be pretty skeptical
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because I think we should try to get more in-
formation, not less in this situation—it is my
view and a view that was shared by a number
of people in the room that given Security
Council paralysis on this issue, if we are serious
about upholding a ban on chemical weapons
use, then an international response is required,
and that will not come through Security Coun-
cil action.

And that’s where, I think, the division comes
from. And I respect those who are concerned
about setting precedents of action outside of a
U.N. Security Council resolution. I would
greatly prefer working through multilateral
channels and through the United Nations to
get this done. But ultimately, what I believe in
even more deeply, because I think that the se-
curity of the world and—my particular task,
looking out for the national security of the
United States—requires that when there’s a
breach this brazen of a norm this important,
and the international community is paralyzed
and frozen and doesn’t act, then that norm be-
gins to unravel.

And if that norm unravels, then other norms
and prohibitions start unraveling. And that
makes for a more dangerous world. And that
then requires even more difficult choices and
more difficult responses in the future.

Over 4—1,400 people were gassed. Over
400 of them were children. This is not some-
thing we’ve fabricated. This is not something
that we are looking—are using as an excuse for
military action. As I said last night, I was elect-
ed to end wars, not start them. I’ve spent the
last 4½   years doing everything I can to reduce
our reliance on military power as a means of
meeting our international obligations and pro-
tecting the American people. But what I also
know is, is that there are times where we have
to make hard choices if we’re going to stand up
for the things that we care about. And I believe
that this is one of those times.

And if we end up using the U.N. Security
Council not as a means of enforcing interna-
tional norms and international law, but rather
as a barrier to acting on behalf of international

about the system and whether it can w
protect those children that we saw in tho
eos.

And sometimes, the further we get fro
horrors of that, the easier it is to rational
making tough choices. And I understan
This is not convenient. This is not som
that I think a lot of folks around the wor
an appetizing set of choices. But the qu
is, do these norms mean something? 
we’re not acting, what does that say?

If we’re just issuing another statem
condemnation, if we’re passing resolutio
ing, wasn’t that terrible? If people who
international inaction in Rwanda and sa
terrible it is that there are these human
violations that take place around the wor
why aren’t we doing something about i
they always look to the United States
isn’t the United States doing something
this, the most powerful nation on Earth
are you allowing these terrible things t
pen? And then, if the international comm
turns around when we’re saying it’s t
take some responsibility and says, “Wel
on a second, we’re not sure,” that erod
ability to maintain the kind of norms tha
looking at.

Now, I know that was a lengthy answ
you had a second part to your question.

The conversation I had with Presiden
was on the margins of the plenary sessio
it was a candid and constructive conver
which characterizes my relationship wit
I know, as I’ve said before, everybody is 
trying to look for body language and a
But the truth of the matter is, is that my
actions with him tend to be very strai
ward. We discussed Syria, and that was p
ily the topic of conversation. Mr. Snowd
not come up beyond me saying that—
phasizing that where we have common
ests, I think it’s important for the two o
work together.

And on Syria, I said, listen, I don’t exp
to agree on this issue of chemical weapo
although it is possible that after the
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inspectors’ report, it may be more difficult for
Mr. Putin to maintain his current position

Syria/Congressional Authorization for the Use
of Military Force
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about the evidence. But what I did say is that
we both agree that the underlying conflict can
only be resolved through a political transition
as envisioned by the Geneva I and Geneva II
process. And so we need to move forward to-
gether. Even if you—the U.S. and Russia and
other countries disagree on this specific issue
of how to respond to chemical weapons use, it
remains important for us to work together to
try to urge all parties in the conflict to try to re-
solve it.

Because we’ve got 4 million people internal-
ly displaced. We’ve got millions of people in
Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon who are desperate,
and the situation is only getting worse. And
that’s not in anybody’s interests. It’s not in
America’s interest. It’s not in Russia’s interest.
It’s not in the interest of the people in the re-
gion, and obviously, it’s not in the interest of
Syrians who’ve seen their lives completely dis-
rupted and their country shattered.

So that is going to continue to be a project of
ours. And that does speak to an issue that has
been raised back home around this whole is-
sue. You’ve heard some people say, well, we
think if you’re going to do something, you got
to do something big, and maybe this isn’t big
enough or maybe it’s too late, or other respons-
es like that. And what I’ve tried to explain is,
we may not solve the whole problem, but this
particular problem of using chemical weapons
on children, this one we might have an impact
on, and that’s worth acting on. That’s impor-
tant to us.

And what I’ve also said is, is that as far as the
underlying conflict is concerned, unless the in-
ternational community is willing to put massive
numbers of troops on the ground—and I know
nobody is signing up for that—we’re not going
to get a long-term military solution for the
country. And we’re—and that is something
that can only come about, I think, if, as differ-
ent as our perspectives may be, myself, Mr.
Putin, and others are willing to set aside those
differences and put some pressure on the par-
ties on the ground. Okay?

Brianna [Brianna Keilar, CNN].

Q. On the resolution to authorize the
force, one of the big challenges right no
just Republicans, but it’s from some o
loyal Democrats. It seems that the mor
hear from classified briefings that the le
ly they are to support you. If the full Co
doesn’t pass this, will you go ahead wi
strike? And also, Senator Susan Collins
of the few Republicans who breaks th
her party to give you support at time
says: “What if we execute the strike, an
Asad decides to use chemical weapons 
Do we strike again?” And many Democr
asking that as well. How do you answ
question?

The President. Well, first of all, in te
the votes and the process in Congress, I
this was going to be a heavy lift. I said t
Saturday when I said we’re going to tak
Congress. Our polling operations are 
good. I tend to have a pretty good se
what current popular opinion is. And f
American people, who have been throug
a decade of war now, with enormous sa
in blood and treasure, any hint of furthe
tary entanglements in the Middle East a
ing to be viewed with suspicion. And th
picion will probably be even stronger 
party than in the Republican Party, sinc
of the people who supported me rem
that I opposed the war in Iraq.

And what’s also true is, is that that e
ence with the war in Iraq colors how 
view this situation, not just back ho
America, but also here in Europe and a
the world. That’s the prism through a
people—through which a lot of people a
lyzing the situation.

So I understand the skepticism. I thi
very important, therefore, for us to
through systematically making the case
ery Senator and every Member of Co
And that’s what we’re doing.

I dispute a little bit, Brianna, the notio
people come out of classified briefing
they’re less in favor of it. I think that whe
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go through the classified briefings, they feel
pretty confident that, in fact, chemical weap-
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The—where you will see resistance is peo-
ple being worried about a slippery slope and
how effective a limited action might be. And
our response, based on my discussions with our
military, is that we can have a response that is
limited, that is proportional, that—when I say
“limited,” it’s both in time and in scope—but
that is meaningful and that degrades Asad’s ca-
pacity to deliver chemical weapons not just this
time, but also in the future, and serves as a
strong deterrent.

Now, is it possible that Asad doubles down
in the face of our action and uses chemical
weapons more widely? I suppose anything is
possible, but it wouldn’t be wise. I think at that
point, mobilizing the international community
would be easier, not harder. I think it would be
pretty hard for the U.N. Security Council at
that point to continue to resist the requirement
for action, and we would gladly join with an in-
ternational coalition to make sure that it stops.

So the—one of the biggest concerns of the
American people—certain Members of Con-
gress may have different concerns; there may
be certain Members of Congress who say
we’ve got to do even more or claim to have
previously criticized me for not hitting Asad
and now are saying they’re going to vote no,
and you’ll have to ask them exactly how they
square that circle. But for the American people
at least, the concern really has to do with un-
derstanding that what we’re describing here
would be limited and proportionate and de-
signed to address this problem of chemical
weapons use and upholding a norm that helps
keep all of us safe.

And that is going to be the case that I try to
make not just to Congress, but to the American
people over the coming days. Okay?

Syria/Congressional Authorization for the Use
of Military Force/U.S. Foreign Policy

Q. Just a follow-up: Must you have full Con-
gressional approval? What if the Senate votes

The President. Brianna, I think it wou
mistake for me to jump the gun and spe
because right now I’m working to get as
support as possible out of Congress. But
peat something that I said in Sweden w
was asked a similar question. I did not p
before Congress just as a political ploy
symbolism. I put it before Congress bec
could not honestly claim that the threat
by Asad’s use of chemical weapons on in
civilians and women and children posed
minent, direct threat to the United Sta
that situation, obviously, I don’t worry
Congress. We do what we have to do t
the American people safe. I could not s
it was immediately, directly going to h
impact on our allies. Again, in those situ
I would act right away. This wasn’t even
ation like Libya, where you’ve got troop
ing towards Benghazi and you have a co
about time in terms of saving somebod
away.

This was an event that happened. M
tary assured me that we could act tod
morrow, a month from now; that we co
so proportionately, but meaningfully. A
that situation, I think it is important fo
have a serious debate in the United 
about these issues.

Because these are going to be the ki
national security threats that are most li
recur over the next 5, 10 years. They’r
few countries who are going to go at us 
ly. I mean, we have to be vigilant, but ou
tary is unmatched. Those countries th
large and powerful like Russia or Chi
have the kind of relationship with them
we’re not getting in conflicts of that s
least over the last several decades, there’
a recognition that neither country b
from that kind of great power conflict.

So the kinds of national security threa
we’re going to confront, they’re te
threats; they’re failed states; they are th
liferation of deadly weapons. And in tho
cumstances, a President is going to h
make a series of decisions about which 
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these threats over the long term starts making
us less and less safe. And where we can work

you’ve struggled with that? And you keep talk-
ing about a limited mission. We have a report
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internationally, we should.
There are going to be times, though,

where—as is true here—the international
community is stuck for a whole variety of polit-
ical reasons. And if that’s the case, people are
going to look to the United States and say,
what are you going to do about it?

And that’s not a responsibility that we always
enjoy. There was a leader of a smaller country
who I’ve spoken to over the last several days
who said: “You know, I don’t envy you, because
I’m a small country and nobody expects me to
do anything about chemical weapons around
the world. They know I have no capacity to do
something.”

And it’s tough because people do look to the
United States. And the question for the Ameri-
can people is, is that responsibility that we’ll be
willing to bear? And I believe that when you
have a limited, proportional strike like this—
not Iraq, not putting boots on the ground; not
some long, drawn-out affair; not without any
risks, but with manageable risks—that we
should be willing to bear that responsibility.

Chuck Todd [NBC News].
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Good morn-

ing—or good evening. I think it’s still “good
morning” for—back home.

The President. By tonight it will be to-
night——

Q. Fair enough.
The President. ——when we get back home.

[Laughter] Yes.

Syria/Congressional Authorization for the Use
of Military Force

Q. I think we’re all relieved. I want to follow
up on Brianna’s question, because it seems
these Members of Congress are simply re-
sponding to their constituents——

The President. Yes.
Q. ——and you’re seeing a lot these town

halls, and it seems as if the more you press
your case, the more John Kerry presses the
case on your behalf, the more the opposition
grows. And maybe it’s just—or the more the
opposition becomes vocal. Why do you think

that indicates you’ve actually asked for 
panded list of targets in Syria, and one m
official told NBC News, he characterize
“mission creep.” Can you respond to th
port?

The President. That report is inaccura
not going to comment on operational 
that are sourced by some military officia
thing I’ve got a pretty clear idea about is
talked with the Chairman of the Joint Ch
Staff about, and what we have consi
talked about is something limited and p
tional that would degrade Mr. Asad’s ca
ties.

In terms of opposition, Chuck, I ex
this. This is hard, and I was under no il
when I embarked on this path. But I th
the right thing to do. I think it’s good f
democracy. We will be more effective if 
unified going forward.

And part of what we knew would be
there would be some politics and inter
themselves——

Q. You believe it’s all politics?
The President. No, I said “some.” But

have also said is, is that the American 
have gone through a lot when it comes
military over the last decade or so. And s
derstand that. And when you starting 
about chemical weapons and their pro
tion, those images of those bodies can 
times be forgotten pretty quickly. The ne
cle moves on.

Frankly, if we weren’t talking abo
need for an international response righ
this wouldn’t be what everybody would b
ing about. There would be some reso
that were being proffered in the Unite
tions and the usual hocus-pocus, but the
and the country would have moved on.

So trying to impart a sense of urgency
this—why we can’t have an environm
which, over time, people start thinking, 
get away with chemical weapons use—
hard sell, but it’s something I believe in. 
I explained to Brianna, in this conte
making sure that the American people 
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stand it, I think, is important before I take ac-
tion.

And that’s the same for me as President of
the United States. There are a whole bunch of
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Jon Karl [ABC News].

Syria/Congressional Authorization for the Use
of Military Force

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. One of your
closest allies in the House said yesterday,
“When you’ve got 97 percent of your constitu-
ents saying no, it’s kind of hard to say yes.”
Why should Members of Congress go against
the will of their constituents and to support
your decision on this? And I still haven’t heard
a direct response to Brianna’s question: If Con-
gress fails to authorize this, will you go forward
with an attack on Syria?

The President. Right, and you’re not getting
a direct response. [Laughter] Brianna asked
the question very well. I mean, did you think
that——

Q. Well, it’s a pretty basic question.
The President. ——I was going to give you a

different answer? No. [Laughter] What I have
said, and I will repeat, is that I put this before
Congress for a reason. I think we will be more
effective and stronger if, in fact, Congress au-
thorizes this action. I’m not going to engage in
parlor games now, Jonathan, about whether or
not it’s going to pass when I’m talking substan-
tively to Congress about why this is important
and talking to the American people about why
this is important.

Now, with respect to Congress and how they
should respond to constituency concerns, I do
consider it part of my job to help make the case
and to explain to the American people exactly
why I think this is the right thing to do. And it’s
conceivable that at the end of the day, I don’t
persuade a majority of the American people
that it’s the right thing to do. And then, each
Member of Congress is going to have to de-
cide, if I think it’s the right thing to do for
America’s national security and the world’s na-
tional security, then how do I vote? And you
know what? That’s what you’re supposed to do
as a Member of Congress. Ultimately, you lis-
ten to your constituents, but you’ve also got to
make some decisions about what you believe is
right for America.

decisions that I make that are unpopu
you well know. But I do so because I
they’re the right thing to do. And I tru
constituents want me to offer my best
ment. That’s why they elected me. That
they reelected me even after there were
decisions I made that they disagreed wit
I would hope that Members of Congress
end up feeling the same way. 

The last point I would make: These k
interventions, these kinds of actions are 
unpopular because they seem distant a
moved. And I want to make sure I’m
clear. I’m not drawing a analogy to Wor
II other than to say when London was 
bombed it was profoundly unpopular b
Congress and around the country to he
British. It doesn’t mean it wasn’t the
thing to do. It just means people are stru
with jobs and bills to pay and they don
their sons or daughters put in harm’s w
these entanglements far away are dan
and different.

I—to bring the analogy closer to hom
intervention in Kosovo, very unpopula
ultimately, I think it was the right thing
And the international community shou
glad that it came together to do it.

When people say that it is a terrible s
all of us that hundreds of thousands of 
were slaughtered in Rwanda, well, ima
Rwanda was going on right now, and we
should we intervene in Rwanda? I think 
to say that it probably wouldn’t poll real 

So, typically, when any kind of milit
tion is popular, it’s because either there’
a very clear, direct threat to us—9/11—
administration uses various hooks to s
that American interests were directly 
ened, like in Panama or Grenada. And 
times, those hooks are more persuasiv
others, but typically, they’re not put 
Congress. And again, we just went th
something pretty tough with respect to I
all that, I guess, provides some context f
you might expect people to be resistant t
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Q. But your Deputy National Security Ad-
viser said that it is not your intention to attack

I’m not itching for military action. Recall,
Major, that I have been criticized for the last
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if Congress doesn’t approve it. Is he right?
The President. I don’t think that’s exactly

what he said. But I think I’ve answered the
question.

Major Garrett [CBS News].

Syria/Chemical Weapons

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Those of us
who remember covering your campaign re-
member you saying that militarily, when the
United States acts, it’s not just important what
it does, but how it goes about doing it; and that
even when America sets its course, it’s impor-
tant to engage the international community
and listen to different ideas even as it’s pursu-
ing that action. I wonder if you leave here and
return to Washington, seeing the skepticism
there, hearing it here, with any different ideas
that might delay military action. For example,
some in Congress have suggested giving the
Syrian regime 45 days to sign the Chemical
Weapons Convention, get rid of its chemical
stockpiles, do something that would enhance
international sense of accountability for Syria,
but delay military action. Are you, Mr. Presi-
dent, looking at any of these ideas? Or are we
on a fast track to military action as soon as
Congress renders its judgment one way or the
other?

The President. I am listening to all these
ideas. And some of them are constructive. And
I’m listening to ideas in Congress, and I’m lis-
tening to ideas here. Look, I want to repeat
here: My goal is to maintain the international
norm on banning chemical weapons. I want
that enforcement to be real. I want it to be se-
rious. I want people to understand that gassing
innocent people, delivering chemical weapons
against children is not something we do. It’s
prohibited in active wars between countries.
We certainly don’t do it against kids. And we’ve
got to stand up for that principle.

If there are tools that we can use to ensure
that, obviously my preference would be, again,
to act internationally in a serious way and to
make sure that Mr. Asad gets the message.

couple of years by some of the folks w
now saying they would oppose these stri
not striking. And I think that I have a w
served reputation for taking very serious
soberly the idea of military engagement.

So we will look at these ideas. So far, a
I have not seen ideas presented that, as 
tical matter, I think would do the job. B
is a situation where part of the reason I w
to foster debate was to make sure that 
body thought about both the ramificati
action and inaction.

Q. So currently, the only way to enfor
international norm is militarily and even
us—the Asad regime extra time wou
achieve your goals?

The President. What I’m saying, Ma
that so far, what we’ve seen is a escalat
the Asad regime of chemical weapons us

You’ll recall that several months ago,
we now say with some confidence tha
small level Asad has used chemical we
We not only sent warnings to Asad, but 
marched, meaning we sent a strong m
through countries that have relationship
Asad, that he should not be doing thi
rather than hold the line, we ended u
what we saw on August 21. So this is n
we haven’t tested the proposition th
guy—or at least generals under his ch
can show restraint when it comes to thi
And they’ve got one of the largest stockp
the world.

But I want to emphasize that we conti
consult with our international partners. I
tening to Congress. I’m not just doing th
ing. And if there are good ideas that are
pursuing then I’m going to be open to it

I will take last question. Tangi, AFP 
Quemener, Agence France-Presse].

National Security Agency’s Electronic S
lance Program/President Dilma Rous
Brazil/President Enrique Peña Nieto of M

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Yes
night you had two unscheduled bilateral
ings with your Brazilian and Mexican co
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parts after they voiced very strong concerns
about being allegedly targeted by the NSA.

Now, just more specifically then, on Brazil
and Mexico, I said that I would look into the al-
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What was your message to them? And do these
revelations—that constant stream of revela-
tions since the start of this summer—make it
harder for you to build confidence with your
partners in international forums such as this
one?

The President. Good. The—I did meet with
President Rousseff as well as President Peña
Nieto, of Brazil and Mexico, respectively, to
discuss these allegations that were made in the
press about the NSA. I won’t share with you all
the details of the conversation, but what I said
to them is consistent with what I’ve said pub-
licly. The United States has an intelligence
agency, and our intelligence agency’s job is to
gather information that’s not available through
public sources. If they were available through
public sources, then they wouldn’t be an intel-
ligence agency. In that sense, what we do is
similar to what countries around the world do
with their intelligence services.

But what is true is that we are bigger; we
have greater capabilities. The difference be-
tween our capabilities and other countries
probably tracks the differences in military ca-
pabilities between countries. And what I’ve
said is that because technology is changing so
rapidly, because these capabilities are growing,
it is important for us to step back and review
what it is that we’re doing, because just be-
cause we can get information doesn’t necessar-
ily always mean that we should.

There may be costs and benefits to doing
certain things, and we’ve got to weigh those.
And I think that, traditionally, what’s happened
over decades is the general assumption was,
well, you just—whatever you can get, you just
kind of pull in, and then you kind of sift
through later and try to figure out what’s use-
ful. The nature of technology and the legiti-
mate concerns around privacy and civil liber-
ties means that it’s important for us on the
front end to say, all right, are we actually going
to get useful information here? And if not—or
how useful is it? If it’s not that important,
should we be more constrained in how we use
certain technical capabilities?

legations. I mean, part of the problem h
we get these through the press, and the
got to go back and find out what’s go
with respect to these particular allegat
don’t subscribe to all these newspapers,
although I think the NSA does, now a
[Laughter]

And then, what I assured President Ro
and President Peña Nieto is, is that they 
take—that I take these allegations very s
ly; I understand their concerns; I unde
the concerns of the Mexican and Brazilia
ple—and that we will work with their te
resolve what is a source of tension.

Now, the last thing I’d say abou
though, is just because there are te
doesn’t mean that it overrides all the incr
wide-ranging interests that we share w
many of these countries. And there’s a 
why I went to Brazil. There’s a reason wh
vited President Rousseff to come to the U
States. Brazil is an incredibly important
try. It is a amazing success story in term
transition from authoritarianism to demo
It is one of the most dynamic economies
world. And obviously, for the two large
tions in the hemisphere to have a stron
tionship, that can only be good for the 
of our two countries, as well as the r
Same is true with Mexico, one of our 
friends, allies, and neighbors. 

And so we will work through this par
issue. It does not detract from the large
cerns that we have and the opportuniti
we both want to take advantage of.

All right? Thank you very much, ever
Thank you, St. Petersburg.

NOTE: The President’s news conference
at 5:55 p.m. in the press center of the Co
tine Palace. In his remarks, he referred 
mer National Security Agency contract
ward J. Snowden, who is accused of l
classified documents to members of the
media. A reporter referred to Rep. Eli
Cummings.
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Joint Statement by the United States, Australia, Canada, France, Italy, Japan,
South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Turkey, and the United Kingdom
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September 6, 2013

The Leaders and Representatives of Austra-
lia, Canada, France, Italy, Japan, Republic of
Korea, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Turkey, the Unit-
ed Kingdom and the United States of America
made the following statement on the margins
of the Group of 20 Nations Leader’s Meeting
in Saint Petersburg, Russia:

The international norm against the use of
chemical weapons is longstanding and univer-
sal. The use of chemical weapons anywhere di-
minishes the security of people everywhere.
Left unchallenged, it increases the risk of fur-
ther use and proliferation of these weapons.

We condemn in the strongest terms the hor-
rific chemical weapons attack in the suburbs of
Damascus on August 21st that claimed the
lives of so many men, women, and children.
The evidence clearly points to the Syrian gov-
ernment being responsible for the attack,
which is part of a pattern of chemical weapons
use by the regime.

We call for a strong international response
to this grave violation of the world’s rules and
conscience that will send a clear message that
this kind of atrocity can never be repeated.
Those who perpetrated these crimes must be
held accountable.

Signatories have consistently supported a
strong UN Security Council Resolution, given
the Security Council’s responsibilities to lead
the international response, but recognize that
the Council remains paralyzed as it has been
for two and a half years. The world cannot wait
for endless failed processes that can only lead
to increased suffering in Syria and regional in-
stability. We support efforts undertaken by the
United States and other countries to reinforce

the prohibition on the use of chemical
ons.

We commit to supporting longer term
national efforts, including through the U
Nations, to address the enduring securit
lenge posed by Syria’s chemical we
stockpiles. Signatories have also called 
UN fact finding mission to present its res
soon as possible, and for the Security C
to act accordingly.

We condemn in the strongest terms 
man rights violations in Syria on all sides
than 100,000 people have been killed 
conflict, more than 2 million people ha
come refugees, and approximately 5 m
are internally displaced. Recognizing th
ia’s conflict has no military solution, w
firm our commitment to seek a peaceful
cal settlement through full implementa
the 2012 Geneva Communique. We are
mitted to a political solution which will
in a united, inclusive and democratic Syr

We have contributed generously to t
est United Nations (UN) and ICRC appe
humanitarian assistance and will conti
provide support to address the growin
manitarian needs in Syria and their imp
regional countries. We welcome the con
tions announced at the meeting of donor
tries on the margins of the G20. We cal
all parties to allow humanitarian acto
and unhindered access to those in need.

European signatories will continue to e
in promoting a common European positi

NOTE: An original was not available for
cation of the content of this joint stateme

Remarks During a Roundtable Discussion With Civil Society Leaders 
Petersburg, Russia
September 6, 2013

Well, I just want to say thank you to all the
participants in this roundtable. This is a incred-

ible and very diverse group of civil societ
ers. And this is something that I really
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doing at every country that I visit because it is
my firm belief that a country’s strength ulti-

And I got elected as President by engaging
people at a grassroots level.
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mately comes from its people, and that as im-
portant as government is—and laws—what
makes a country democratic and effective in
delivering prosperity and security and hope to
people is when they’ve got an active, thriving
civil society.

And all of these leaders, ranging from busi-
ness leaders to youth leaders to environmental
leaders, those who are advocating on behalf of
a free press or the rule of law, all of them con-
tribute in one way or another to continuing to
strengthen Russian society and helping to
make progress on behalf of all people.

And the same is true in the United States.
I’m now in government, but I got my start as a
community organizer, somebody who was
working in what would be called an NGO in
the international community. And the work I
was doing was helping poor communities have
a voice in what was happening in their lives.

So the kinds of activities that are repr
ed here are critically important to Russi
velopment, and I’m very proud of their
And I think it is important for us to rem
that in every country—here in Russia, 
United States, around the globe—that 
good government is making sure that
creating a space for civil society to funct
fectively: freedom of the press, freedom
sembly, making sure that people can j
gether and make common cause around
sues that they care deeply about.

So I appreciate taking the time. I’m n
ing to do all the talking here. I want to
most of my time listening. But I want to
you again and hope all of you contin
good work. Good.

Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:31 p.m.
Crowne Plaza St. Petersburg Airport hot

The President’s Weekly Address
September 7, 2013

Almost 3 weeks ago in Syria, more than a
thousand innocent people, including hundreds
of children, were murdered in the worst chem-
ical weapons attack of the 21st century. And
the United States has presented a powerful
case to the world that the Syrian Government
was responsible for this horrific attack on its
own people.

This was not only a direct attack on human
dignity, it’s a serious threat to our national se-
curity. There’s a reason governments repre-
senting 98 percent of the world’s people have
agreed to ban the use of chemical weapons: not
only because they cause death and destruction
in the most indiscriminate and inhumane way
possible, but because they can also fall into the
hands of terrorist groups who wish to do us
harm.

That’s why, last weekend, I announced that,
as Commander in Chief, I decided that the
United States should take military action
against the Syrian regime. This is not a deci-

sion I made lightly. Deciding to use m
force is the most solemn decision we can
as a nation.

As the leader of the world’s oldest co
tional democracy, I also know that our c
will be stronger if we act together, and o
tions will be more effective. That’s why I
Members of Congress to debate this iss
vote on authorizing the use of force.

What we’re not talking about is an
ended intervention. This would not be a
Iraq or Afghanistan. There would be no 
ican boots on the ground. Any action w
would be limited, both in time and scop
signed to deter the Syrian Governmen
gassing its own people again and degr
ability to do so.

I know that the American people are
after a decade of war, even as the war 
has ended and the war in Afghanistan is
ing down. That’s why we’re not puttin
troops in the middle of somebody else’s 
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But we are the United States of America.
We cannot turn a blind eye to images like the

on Members of Congress from both parties to
come together and stand up for the kind of
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ones we’ve seen out of Syria. Failing to re-
spond to this outrageous attack would increase
the risk that chemical weapons could be used
again, that they would fall into the hands of ter-
rorists who might use them against us, and it
would send a horrible signal to other nations
that there would be no consequences for their
use of these weapons, all of which would pose a
serious threat to our national security.

That’s why we can’t ignore chemical weap-
ons attacks like this one, even if they happen
halfway around the world. And that’s why I call

world we want to live in, the kind of wo
want to leave our children and future g
tions.

Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 5:20 p.m. on September 3 in the
evelt Room at the White House for bro
on September 7. The transcript was 
available by the Office of the Press Sec
on September 6, but was embargoed 
lease until 6 a.m. on September 7.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency 
Respect to Certain Terrorist Attacks
September 10, 2013

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. Consistent with this provision, I have sent
to the Federal Register the enclosed notice,
stating that the emergency declared in Procla-
mation 7463 with respect to the terrorist at-
tacks on the United States of September 11,

2001, is to continue in effect for an add
year.

The terrorist threat that led to the d
tion on September 14, 2001, of a n
emergency continues. For this reason, 
determined that it is necessary to conti
effect after September 14, 2013, the n
emergency with respect to the terrorist t

BARACK OB

The White House,
September 10, 2013.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendi
the end of this volume.

Address to the Nation on the Situation in Syria
September 10, 2013

My fellow Americans, tonight I want to talk
to you about Syria: why it matters and where
we go from here.

Over the past 2 years, what began as a series
of peaceful protests against the repressive re-
gime of Bashar al-Asad has turned into a brutal
civil war. Over 100,000 people have been
killed. Millions have fled the country. In that
time, America has worked with allies to pro-

vide humanitarian support, to help the m
ate opposition, and to shape a political 
ment. But I have resisted calls for milit
tion because we cannot resolve someone
civil war through force, particularly afte
cade of war in Iraq and Afghanistan.

The situation profoundly changed, t
on August 21, when Asad’s Government 
to death over a thousand people, inc
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hundreds of children. The images from this
massacre are sickening: men, women, children

When dictators commit atrocities, they de-
pend upon the world to look the other way un-
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lying in rows, killed by poison gas; others foam-
ing at the mouth, gasping for breath; a father
clutching his dead children, imploring them to
get up and walk. On that terrible night, the
world saw in gruesome detail the terrible na-
ture of chemical weapons and why the over-
whelming majority of humanity has declared
them off limits: a crime against humanity and a
violation of the laws of war.

This was not always the case. In World War
I, American GIs were among the many thou-
sands killed by deadly gas in the trenches of
Europe. In World War II, the Nazis used gas
to inflict the horror of the Holocaust. Because
these weapons can kill on a mass scale, with no
distinction between soldier and infant, the civi-
lized world has spent a century working to ban
them. And in 1997, the United States Senate
overwhelmingly approved an international
agreement prohibiting the use of chemical
weapons, now joined by 189 Governments that
represent 98 percent of humanity.

On August 21, these basic rules were violat-
ed, along with our sense of common humanity.
No one disputes that chemical weapons were
used in Syria. The world saw thousands of vid-
eos, cell phone pictures, and social media ac-
counts from the attack, and humanitarian orga-
nizations told stories of hospitals packed with
people who had symptoms of poison gas.

Moreover, we know the Asad regime was re-
sponsible. In the days leading up to August 21,
we know that Asad’s chemical weapons person-
nel prepared for an attack near an area where
they mix sarin gas. They distributed gasmasks
to their troops. Then they fired rockets from a
regime-controlled area into 11 neighborhoods
that the regime has been trying to wipe clear of
opposition forces. Shortly after those rockets
landed, the gas spread, and hospitals filled with
the dying and the wounded. We know senior
figures in Asad’s military machine reviewed the
results of the attack, and the regime increased
their shelling of the same neighborhoods in the
days that followed. We’ve also studied samples
of blood and hair from people at the site that
tested positive for sarin.

til those horrifying pictures fade from m
But these things happened. The facts 
be denied. The question now is what the
ed States of America—and the intern
community—is prepared to do about 
cause what happened to those peop
those children—is not only a violation of
national law, it’s also a danger to our sec

Let me explain why. If we fail to a
Asad regime will see no reason to stop
chemical weapons. As the ban against
weapons erodes, other tyrants will have n
son to think twice about acquiring pois
and using them. Over time, our troops 
again face the prospect of chemical warf
the battlefield. And it could be easier f
rorist organizations to obtain these we
and to use them to attack civilians.

If fighting spills beyond Syria’s bo
these weapons could threaten allies lik
key, Jordan, and Israel. And a failure to
against the use of chemical weapons 
weaken prohibitions against other weap
mass destruction and embolden Asad
Iran, which must decide whether to ign
ternational law by building a nuclear w
or to take a more peaceful path.

This is not a world we should accept. 
what’s at stake. And that is why, after 
deliberation, I determined that it is in t
tional security interests of the United St
respond to the Asad regime’s use of ch
weapons through a targeted military 
The purpose of this strike would be to
Asad from using chemical weapons, to d
his regime’s ability to use them, and to
clear to the world that we will not tolerat
use.

That’s my judgment as Command
Chief. But I’m also the President of the w
oldest constitutional democracy. So
though I possess the authority to order m
strikes, I believed it was right, in the abse
a direct or imminent threat to our secu
take this debate to Congress. I believe o
mocracy is stronger when the Presiden
with the support of Congress. And I b
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that America acts more effectively abroad
when we stand together.

Asad—or any other dictator—think twice be-
fore using chemical weapons.
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This is especially true after a decade that put
more and more war-making power in the
hands of the President and more and more
burdens on the shoulders of our troops, while
sidelining the people’s representatives from
the critical decisions about when we use force.

Now, I know that after the terrible toll of
Iraq and Afghanistan, the idea of any military
action, no matter how limited, is not going to
be popular. After all, I’ve spent 4½ years work-
ing to end wars, not to start them. Our troops
are out of Iraq. Our troops are coming home
from Afghanistan. And I know Americans want
all of us in Washington—especially me—to
concentrate on the task of building our Nation
here at home: putting people back to work, ed-
ucating our kids, growing our middle class.

It’s no wonder, then, that you’re asking hard
questions. So let me answer some of the most
important questions that I’ve heard from
Members of Congress and that I’ve read in let-
ters that you’ve sent to me.

First, many of you have asked, won’t this put
us on a slippery slope to another war? One
man wrote to me that we are “still recovering
from our involvement in Iraq.” A veteran put it
more bluntly: “This nation is sick and tired of
war.” My answer is simple: I will not put Amer-
ican boots on the ground in Syria. I will not
pursue an open-ended action like Iraq or Af-
ghanistan. I will not pursue a prolonged air
campaign like Libya or Kosovo. This would be
a targeted strike to achieve a clear objective:
deterring the use of chemical weapons and de-
grading Asad’s capabilities.

Others have asked whether it’s worth acting
if we don’t take out Asad. As some Members of
Congress have said, there’s no point in simply
doing a “pinprick” strike in Syria. Let me make
something clear: The United States military
doesn’t do pinpricks. Even a limited strike will
send a message to Asad that no other nation
can deliver. I don’t think we should remove an-
other dictator with force; we learned from Iraq
that doing so makes us responsible for all that
comes next. But a targeted strike can make

Other questions involve the dangers o
iation. We don’t dismiss any threats, b
Asad regime does not have the ability t
ously threaten our military. Any other r
tion they might seek is in line with threa
we face every day. Neither Asad nor hi
have any interest in escalation that wou
to his demise. And our ally Israel can def
self with overwhelming force, as well as t
shakeable support of the United Sta
America.

Many of you have asked a broader qu
Why should we get involved at all in a
that’s so complicated and where, as one 
wrote to me, “those who come after Asa
be enemies of human rights”? It’s tru
some of Asad’s opponents are extremis
Al Qaida will only draw strength in a mo
otic Syria if people there see the world
nothing to prevent innocent civilians fro
ing gassed to death. The majority of the 
people—and the Syrian opposition we
with—just want to live in peace, with 
and freedom. And the day after any milit
tion, we would redouble our efforts to a
a political solution that strengthens thos
reject the forces of tyranny and extremis

Finally, many of you have asked: W
leave this to other countries or seek so
short of force? As several people wrote 
“We should not be the world’s policem
agree, and I have a deeply held preferen
peaceful solutions. Over the last 2 yea
administration has tried diplomacy and
tions, warnings and negotiations, but ch
weapons were still used by the Asad regi

However, over the last few days, we’v
some encouraging signs. In part because
credible threat of U.S. military action, 
as constructive talks that I had with Pre
Putin, the Russian Government has indic
willingness to join with the internationa
munity in pushing Asad to give up his ch
weapons. The Asad regime has now ad
that it has these weapons and even said
join the Chemical Weapons Convention,
prohibits their use.
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It’s too early to tell whether this offer will
succeed, and any agreement must verify that

left, I ask you to reconcile your belief in free-
dom and dignity for all people with those imag-
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the Asad regime keeps its commitments. But
this initiative has the potential to remove the
threat of chemical weapons without the use of
force, particularly because Russia is one of
Asad’s strongest allies.

I have therefore asked the leaders of Con-
gress to postpone a vote to authorize the use of
force while we pursue this diplomatic path. I’m
sending Secretary of State John Kerry to meet
his Russian counterpart on Thursday, and I
will continue my own discussions with Presi-
dent Putin. I’ve spoken to the leaders of two of
our closest allies, France and the United King-
dom, and we will work together in consultation
with Russia and China to put forward a resolu-
tion at the U.N. Security Council requiring
Asad to give up his chemical weapons and to
ultimately destroy them under international
control. We’ll also give U.N. inspectors the op-
portunity to report their findings about what
happened on August 21. And we will continue
to rally support from allies from Europe to the
Americas, from Asia to the Middle East, who
agree on the need for action.

Meanwhile, I’ve ordered our military to
maintain their current posture to keep the
pressure on Asad and to be in a position to re-
spond if diplomacy fails. And tonight I give
thanks again to our military and their families
for their incredible strength and sacrifices.

My fellow Americans, for nearly seven de-
cades, the United States has been the anchor
of global security. This has meant doing more
than forging international agreements. It has
meant enforcing them. The burdens of leader-
ship are often heavy, but the world is a better
place because we have borne them.

And so to my friends on the right, I ask you
to reconcile your commitment to America’s
military might with a failure to act when a
cause is so plainly just. To my friends on the

es of children writhing in pain and goi
on a cold hospital floor. For sometimes, 
tions and statements of condemnation ar
ply not enough.

Indeed, I’d ask every Member of
gress—and those of you watching at ho
night—to view those videos of the atta
then ask: What kind of world will we liv
the United States of America sees a d
brazenly violate international law with 
gas and we choose to look the other way

Franklin Roosevelt once said, “Our n
determination to keep free of foreign wa
foreign entanglements cannot prevent u
feeling deep concern when ideals and 
ples that we have cherished are challe
Our ideals and principles, as well as our n
al security, are at stake in Syria, along w
leadership of a world where we seek to 
that the worst weapons will never be use

America is not the world’s policeman.
ble things happen across the globe, and i
yond our means to right every wron
when, with modest effort and risk, we ca
children from being gassed to death
thereby make our own children safer ov
long run—I believe we should act. That
makes America different. That’s what ma
exceptional. With humility, but with r
let us never lose sight of that essential tr

Thank you. God bless you, and God
the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:01 p.m.
East Room at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to Minister of Forei
fairs Sergey Viktorovich Lavrov of R
President François Hollande of Franc
Prime Minister David Cameron of the U
Kingdom.
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Remarks at a Wreath-Laying Ceremony at the Pentagon Memorial in
Arlington, Virginia
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September 11, 2013

The President. Good morning.
Audience members. Good morning!
The President. From Scripture, we learn of

the miracle of restoration: “You who have
made me see many troubles and calamities will
revive me again. From the depths of the Earth,
you will bring me up again. You will increase
my greatness and comfort me again.”

Secretary Hagel, General Dempsey, mem-
bers of our Armed Forces, and most of all, the
survivors who bear the wounds of that day and
the families of those we lost, it is an honor to
be with you here again to remember the trage-
dy of 12 Septembers ago, to honor the great-
ness of all who responded, and to stand with
those who still grieve and to provide them
some measure of comfort once more. Togeth-
er, we pause, and we pray, and we give humble
thanks—as families and as a nation—for the
strength and the grace that, from the depths of
our despair, has brought us up again, has re-
vived us again, has given us strength to keep
on.

We pray for the memory of all those taken
from us, nearly 3,000 innocent souls. Our
hearts still ache for the futures snatched away,
the lives that might have been, the parents who
would have known the joys of being grandpar-
ents, the fathers and mothers who would have
known the pride of a child’s graduation, the
sons and daughters who would have grown,
maybe married and been blessed with children
of their own. Those beautiful boys and girls
just beginning to find their way, who today
would have been teenagers and young men
and women looking ahead, imagining the mark
they’d make on the world.

They left this Earth. They slipped from our
grasp. But it was written, “What the heart has
once owned and had, it shall never lose.” What
your families lost in the temporal, in the here
and now, is now eternal: the pride that you car-
ry in your hearts, the love that will never die,
your loved ones’ everlasting place in America’s
heart.

We pray for you, their families, wh
known the awful depths of loss. And in th
et moments we have spent together and
the stories that you’ve shared, I’m ama
the will that you’ve summoned in your l
lift yourselves up and to carry on and 
and love and laugh again.

Even more than memorials of stone a
ter, your lives are the greatest tribute to
that we lost. For their legacy shines on 
when you smile just like him, when yo
your hair just like her, when you foster sc
ships and service projects that bear the
and—of those we lost and make a better
When you join the firehouse or you put 
uniform or you devote yourself to a
greater than yourself, just like they did, t
testimony to them. And in your resilienc
have taught us all, there is no trouble w
not endure and there is no calamity we 
overcome.

We pray for all those who have stepp
ward in those years of war: diplomat
serve in dangerous posts, as we saw th
last year in Benghazi; intelligence prof
als, often unseen and unheralded, who p
us in every way; our men and women 
form who defend this country that we lo

Today we remember not only thos
died that September day. We pay solem
ute to more than 6,700 patriots who have
their full measure since: military and ci
We see their legacy in the friendship
forged, the attacks they prevented, the
cent lives they saved, and in their comra
Afghanistan who are completing the m
and who by the end of next year wil
helped to end this war.

So this is the path that we’ve trave
gether. These are the wounds that conti
heal. And this is the faith in God and eac
er that carries us through, that restores u
that we summon once more each tim
come to hallowed ground, beside this b
or in a Pennsylvania field or where the 
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once stood. Here, in such moments of grace,
we are renewed. And it is here that we reaffirm

the world, the rich diversity that makes us
stronger, the unity and commitment to one an-
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the values and virtues that must guide us.
Let us have the strength to face the threats

that endure, different though they may be
from 12 years ago, so that as long as there are
those who would strike our citizens, we will
stand vigilant and defend our Nation.

Let us have the wisdom to know that while
force is at times necessary, force alone cannot
build the world we seek. So we recommit to
the partnerships and progress that builds mu-
tual respect and deepens trust and allows more
people to live in dignity, prosperity, and free-
dom.

Let us have the confidence in the values that
make us Americans, which we must never lose:
the shining liberties that make us a beacon of

other that we sustain on this National D
Service and Remembrance.

And above all, let us have the courag
the survivors and families here today, to
on, no matter how dark the night or how
cult the day. “You who have made m
many troubles and calamities will revi
again. And from the depths of the Eart
will bring me up again. You will increa
greatness and you will comfort me again

May God bless the memory of those t
lost. May He comfort you and your fa
and may God bless these United Sta
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:32 a.m.

Remarks Prior to a Cabinet Meeting
September 12, 2013

Well, obviously, we’re missing a few mem-
bers of our Cabinet here today. In particular,
John Kerry is overseas meeting on a topic that
we’ve been spending a lot of time on over the
last several weeks: the situation in Syria and
how we can make sure that chemical weapons
are not used against innocent people.

I am hopeful that the discussions that Sena-
tor—Secretary Kerry had with Foreign Minis-
ter Lavrov, as well as some of the other players
in this, can yield a concrete result. And I know
that he is going to be working very hard over
the next several days to see what the possibili-
ties are there.

But even as we have been spending a lot of
time on the Syria issue and making sure that
international attention is focused on the horri-
ble tragedy that occurred there, it is still im-
portant to recognize that we’ve got a lot more
stuff to do here in this Government.

The American people are still interested in
making sure that our kids are getting the kind
of education they deserve; that we’re putting
people back to work; that we are dealing prop-
erly with a Federal budget; that bills are get-
ting paid on time; that the full faith and credit
of the United States is preserved; and that the

Federal Government itself is, in every
agency, running the way it should and m
sure that our constituents and the Am
people are getting a good deal.

So we’re going to spend some time h
day talking about all the efforts that hav
made by many of these Cabinet Secreta
streamline operations, to cut out waste,
prove performance, to improve custome
faction. We’re going to focus on some s
issues, including managing some of the b
debates that are going to be taking plac
the next several weeks.

We’re going to be talking about the 
of the Affordable Care Act, where we’v
some tremendous progress over the last 
months and are confident that starting
beginning of next month, people are go
be able to start signing up for health c
many cases, for the first time. And we’re
to spend some time talking about issu
comprehensive immigration reform th
still of enormous importance to ensur
America grows.

So I appreciate all the great work tha
ple have done. Some of the Cabinet me
here are still relatively new, but thanks t
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confirmations and the great teams they put
around them, I know that they’re hitting the

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:17 a.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In his
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ground running. All right?
Thank you very much, everybody.

remarks, he referred to Minister of Fore
fairs Sergey Viktorovich Lavrov of Russia

Message to the Congress Transmitting Principles for Modernizing
Military Compensation and Retirement Systems
September 12, 2013

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 674(c) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2013, Public Law 112–239, January 2,
2013, I hereby transmit principles for
modernizing the military compensation

and retirement systems requested b
Act.

BARACK OB

The White House,
September 12, 2013.

Letter to the Chairman of the Military Compensation and Retire
Modernization Commission Transmitting Principles for Modernizing
Military Compensation and Retirement Systems
September 12, 2013

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Pursuant to section 674(c) of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2013, Public Law 112–239, January 2, 2013, I
hereby transmit to you and the other members
of the Military Compensation and Retirement
Commission, the principles for modernizing
the military compensation and retirement sys-
tems requested by the Act.

I wish the Commission success in its 
tant work.

Sincerely,

BARACK OB

NOTE: The letter was sent to Alphonso
don, Jr., Chairman, Military Compen
and Retirement Modernization Co
sion.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Amir Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir al-S
of Kuwait
September 13, 2013

President Obama. It’s a great pleasure to
welcome our friend, the Amir of Kuwait, to the
Oval Office. Kuwait is one of our most impor-
tant partners in the region, and we have a very
strong bilateral defense agreement, as well as
working together on a whole range of econom-
ic and social and security issues.

We had the opportunity to discuss a wide
range of issues. Obviously, at the top of the list

was the situation in Syria. Our two countr
in agreement that the use of chemical w
that we saw in Syria was a criminal act and
is absolutely important for the intern
community to respond in not only deterr
peated use of chemical weapons, but hop
getting those chemical weapons outside o

I shared with the Amir my hope that t
gotiations that are currently taking pla
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tween Secretary of State Kerry and Foreign
Minister Lavrov in Geneva bear fruit. But I re-

ident’s commitment of closing down Guanta-
namo and also in line with the assurances given
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peated what I’ve said publicly, which is that
any agreement needs to be verifiable and en-
forceable. And we agreed that, ultimately,
what’s needed for the underlying conflict is a
political settlement that allows ordinary Syri-
ans to get back to their homes, to rebuild, and
to relieve the enormous suffering that’s taking
place. And I wanted to express our apprecia-
tion to the Kuwaiti people for the enormous
humanitarian support that they’ve provided to
Syrian refugees.

We also had an opportunity to discuss other
regional issues, for example, our continued ef-
forts to facilitate negotiations between the Is-
raelis and the Palestinians and arrive at a peace
deal in that part of the world. We appreciated
the Amir’s wisdom in engaging with the Gov-
ernment of Iraq and helping to improve and
create peaceful relations between Kuwait and
Iraq.

And we also discussed ways that we can im-
prove the economic prospects for people in the
region in countries like Yemen, for example,
that are experiencing great challenges.

So we appreciate the strength and leader-
ship of Kuwait and its friendship. And we are
looking forward to extensive cooperation in the
future.

Amir Sabah. I would like to extend my
heartfelt thanks to President Obama for the
warm welcome and hospitality. I am happy to
refer to the productive and constructive talk
between myself and President Obama, which
included topics related to our bilateral rela-
tions where we renewed the determination to
achieve what is the best for the mutual inter-
ests of our both countries.

We also discussed the continued detention
of the two Kuwaiti detainees in Guantanamo,
and asked President Obama to speed up the
process of releasing them in line with the Pres-

by the Kuwaiti authorities.
We also expressed our satisfaction w

positive developments related to the K
Iraqi relations. We also discussed the s
of the security of the Gulf region and ou
bined efforts to achieve security, stabili
development in this important, active r
especially taking into consideration the c
development in the region.

Additionally, we also discussed the har
manitarian suffering of the Syrian peop
the continuation of the ongoing human
deterioration in Syria and suffering of th
gees and the importance of interlacing
forts in a speedy manner to reach a pe
solution and keep the region free fro
danger of war.

We also discussed the importance of a
ing security and stability in the Arab Re
of Egypt and support all the construct
forts in this roadmap. We also discuss
peace process in the Middle East and t
portance of focusing all international eff
advance the planned negotiations to 
positive elements in this regard and the c
ued efforts of the United States of Ame
the peace process. Thank you.

President Obama. Thank you very mu
erybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m.
Oval Office at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to Minister of Forei
fairs Sergey Viktorovich Lavrov of Russia
Sabah referred to Faez al-Kandari and
al-Odah, Kuwaiti nationals in U.S. cust
the Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cub
tention facility. Amir Sabah spoke in A
and his remarks were translated by an
preter.
230-207_Text_.pdf   255 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Sept. 13 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

Statement on the Resignation of Eugene B. Sperling as Director of the
National Economic Council and the Appointment of Jeffrey D. Zients as
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Director of the National Economic Council
September 13, 2013

Over the past 4½ years, Gene has been one
of my closest advisors and a close friend. Gene
understands better than anybody that our top
priority as a nation is making sure that our
economy once again works for working Ameri-
cans. Gene’s impact in this administration be-
gan at Treasury, where he helped us avoid a
second Great Depression and led efforts to
pass a Small Business Jobs Act to help entre-
preneurs grow. He has been a tireless propo-
nent of efforts to strengthen the recovery and
make our Tax Code more fair, whether in help-
ing to design the payroll tax cut, fighting for
job-creating tax credits for tens of millions of
hard-working Americans or developing the
“American Jobs Act.” He was central to design-
ing policies to help support the housing recov-
ery and was a driving force behind our manu-
facturing agenda and our efforts to attract jobs
and investment to the United States.

Gene’s relentless work ethic, sharp intellect,
and ability to work across the aisle have been
instrumental in our efforts to build a better

bargain for the middle class and redu
deficit while also protecting the most vu
ble. I want to thank Gene and his fam
their service, and I look forward to hav
counsel for the rest of the year.

Today I’m also proud to name Jeff Zi
the next Director of the National Eco
Council. Before heading up the Office o
agement and Budget, Jeff spent decade
successful entrepreneur in the private 
Jeff has a sterling reputation as a busines
er, and he earned the admiration and r
of everyone he worked with during his 4
in leadership positions at the Office of
agement and Budget. I am certain that i
hands we will continue to have strong l
ship of our economic policy team, and 
vice will be critical as we keep movin
country forward and building an ec
where everyone who works hard can get 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secreta
released a biography of Mr. Zients.

The President’s Weekly Address
September 14, 2013

This week, when I addressed the Nation on
Syria, I said that, in part because of the credi-
ble threat of U.S. military force, there is the
possibility of a diplomatic solution. Russia has
indicated a new willingness to join with the in-
ternational community in pushing Syria to give
up its chemical weapons, which the Asad re-
gime used in an attack that killed more than a
thousand people on August 21. I also asked
Congress to postpone a vote on the use of mili-
tary force while we pursue this diplomatic
path. And that’s what we’re doing.

At my direction, Secretary of State Kerry is
in discussions with his Russian counterpart.
But we’re making it clear that this can’t be a
stalling tactic. Any agreement needs to verify

that the Asad regime and Russia are k
their commitments. That means work
turn Syria’s chemical weapons over to in
tional control and ultimately destroying
This would allow us to achieve our goal:
ring the Syrian regime from using ch
weapons, degrading their ability to use
and making it clear to the world that we
tolerate their use.

We’ve seen indications of progress. 
cently as a week ago, the Asad regime 
not admit that it possessed chemical we
Today, it does. Syria has signaled a willi
to join with 189 other nations, represent
percent of humanity, in abiding by an in
tional agreement that prohibits the 
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chemical weapons. And Russia has staked its
own credibility on supporting this outcome.

threat to the security of people everywhere. As
I have said for weeks, the international com-
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These are all positive developments. We’ll
keep working with the international communi-
ty to see that Asad gives up his chemical weap-
ons so that they can be destroyed. We will con-
tinue rallying support from allies around the
world who agree on the need for action to de-
ter the use of chemical weapons in Syria. And
if current discussions produce a serious plan,
I’m prepared to move forward with it.

But we are not just going to take Russia and
Asad’s word for it. We need to see concrete ac-
tions to demonstrate that Asad is serious about
giving up his chemical weapons. And since this
plan emerged only with a credible threat of
U.S. military action, we will maintain our mili-
tary posture in the region to keep the pressure
on the Asad regime. And if diplomacy fails, the
United States and the international community
must remain prepared to act.

The use of chemical weapons anywhere in
the world is an affront to human dignity and a

munity must respond to this outrage. A
tor must not be allowed to gas children i
beds with impunity. And we cannot risk 
gas becoming the new weapon of choice
rants and terrorists the world over.

We have a duty to preserve a worl
from the fear of chemical weapons for ou
dren. But if there is any chance of ach
that goal without resorting to force, then
lieve we have a responsibility to pursu
path. Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 5:20 p.m. on September 13 in the
evelt Room at the White House for bro
on September 14. In the address, the Pre
referred to Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Viktorovich Lavrov of Russia. The tra
was made available by the Office of the
Secretary on September 13, but was e
goed for release until 6 a.m. on Septemb

Statement on the Framework Agreement Between Russia and the U
States on the Elimination of Chemical Weapons in Syria
September 14, 2013

I welcome the progress made between the
United States and Russia through our talks in
Geneva, which represents an important, con-
crete step toward the goal of moving Syria’s
chemical weapons under international control
so that they may ultimately be destroyed. This
framework provides the opportunity for the
elimination of Syrian chemical weapons in a
transparent, expeditious, and verifiable man-
ner, which could end the threat these weapons
pose not only to the Syrian people, but to the
region and the world. The international com-
munity expects the Asad regime to live up to its
public commitments.

While we have made important progress,
much more work remains to be done. The
United States will continue working with Rus-
sia, the United Kingdom, France, the United
Nations, and others to ensure that this process
is verifiable and that there are consequences

should the Asad regime not comply w
framework agreed today. And if dipl
fails, the United States remains prepa
act.

Following the Asad regime’s use of ch
weapons to kill more than 1,000 men, w
and children on August 21, I decided th
United States must take action to det
Syrian regime from using chemical we
degrade their ability to use them, and
clear to the world that we will not tolerat
use. In part because of the credible th
U.S. military force, we now have the op
nity to achieve our objectives through dip
cy. I spoke to Secretary Kerry earlier tod
thanked him for his tireless and effect
forts on behalf of our Nation. I also sp
Ambassador Samantha Power, who wi
lead our follow-on negotiations at the U.
curity Council in New York.
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The use of chemical weapons anywhere in
the world is an affront to human dignity and a

Today marks an important step towards
achieving this goal.
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threat to the security of people everywhere.
We have a duty to preserve a world free from
the fear of chemical weapons for our children.

NOTE: The statement referred to Pre
Bashar al-Asad of Syria.

Statement on the 50th Anniversary of the 16th Street Baptist Ch
Bombing in Birmingham, Alabama
September 15, 2013

Today we remember Addie Mae Collins,
Denise McNair, Carole Robertson, and Cyn-
thia Wesley, who were killed 50 years ago in
the 16th Street Baptist Church bombing.
That horrific day in Birmingham, Alabama,
quickly became a defining moment for the
civil rights movement. It galvanized Ameri-
cans all across the country to stand up for
equality and broadened support for a move-
ment that would eventually lead to the pas-

sage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. E
this year, I was honored to meet with 
members of those four precious little g
America posthumously awarded them
Congressional Gold Medal, one of ou
tion’s highest civilian honors.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 3
proved May 24, which was assigned 
Law No. 113–11.

Statement on the Withdrawal of Lawrence H. Summers From Consider
To Be Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve Syst
September 15, 2013

Earlier today I spoke with Larry Summers
and accepted his decision to withdraw his
name from consideration for Chairman of the
Federal Reserve. Larry was a critical member
of my team as we faced down the worst eco-
nomic crisis since the Great Depression, and it
was in no small part because of his expertise,

wisdom, and leadership that we wrestl
economy back to growth and made the k
progress we are seeing today. I will alw
grateful to Larry for his tireless work an
vice on behalf of his country, and I loo
ward to continuing to seek his guidanc
counsel in the future.

Remarks on the National Economy
September 16, 2013

Shooting at the Washington Navy Yard in
Washington, DC

Good afternoon, everybody. Please have a
seat. Before I begin, let me say a few words
about the tragedy that’s unfolding not far away
from here at the Washington Navy Yard. Now,
that’s part of why our event today was delayed.

I’ve been briefed by my team on the situa-
tion. We still don’t know all the facts, but we
do know that several people have been shot

and some have been killed. So we are con
ing yet another mass shooting, and to
happened on a military installation in o
tion’s Capital.

It’s a shooting that targeted our milita
civilian personnel. These are men and w
who were going to work, doing their jo
tecting all of us. They’re patriots, an
know the dangers of serving abroad, bu
they faced the unimaginable violence th
wouldn’t have expected here at home.
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So we offer our gratitude to the Navy and lo-
cal law enforcement, Federal authorities, and

works for everybody who is willing to work
hard; so that everybody who is willing to take
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the doctors who have responded with skill and
bravery. I’ve made it clear to my team that I
want the investigation to be seamless so that
Federal and local authorities are working to-
gether. And as this investigation moves for-
ward, we will do everything in our power to
make sure whoever carried out this cowardly
act is held responsible.

In the meantime, we send our thoughts and
prayers to all at the Navy Yard who have been
touched by this tragedy. We thank them for
their service. We stand with the families of
those who have been harmed. They’re going to
need our love and support. And as we learn
more about the courageous Americans who
died today—their lives, their families, their pa-
triotism—we will honor their service to the
Nation they helped to make great. And obvi-
ously, we’re going to be investigating thor-
oughly what happened, as we do so many of
these shootings, sadly, that have happened,
and do everything that we can to try to prevent
them.

Situation in Syria

Now, in recent weeks, much of our attention
has been focused on the events in Syria: the
horrible use of chemical weapons on innocent
people, including children, the need for a firm
response from the international community.
And over the weekend, we took an important
step in that direction towards moving Syria’s
chemical weapons under international control
so that they can be destroyed. And we’re not
there yet, but if properly implemented, this
agreement could end the threat these weapons
pose not only to the Syrian people, but to the
world.

National Economy

I want to be clear, though, that even as
we’ve dealt with the situation in Syria, we’ve
continued to focus on my number-one priority
since the day I took office: making sure we re-
cover from the worst economic crisis of our
lifetimes and rebuilding our economy so it

responsibility for their lives has a chance
ahead.

It was 5 years ago this week that the
cial crisis rocked Wall Street and sent an
omy already into recession into a tailspi
it’s hard sometimes to remember ever
that happened during those months, bu
matter of a frightening few days and 
some of the largest investment banks 
world failed. Stock markets plunged. 
stopped lending to families and small bu
es. Our auto industry—the heartbeat of A
can manufacturing—was flatlining.

By the time I took office, the econom
shrinking by an annual rate of more than
cent. Our businesses were shedding 8
jobs each month. It was a perfect stor
would rob millions of Americans of jo
homes and savings that they had worked
time to build. And it also laid bare the lon
sion of a middle class that, for more than
cade, has had to work harder and harder
keep up.

In fact, most Americans who’ve know
nomic hardship these past several year
don’t think about the collapse of L
Brothers when they think about the rec
Instead, they recall the day they got t
punch of a pink slip or the day a ban
away their home; the day they got sic
didn’t have health insurance or the da
had to sit their daughter or son down a
him or her that they couldn’t afford t
their child back to college the next seme

And so those are the stories that guid
erything we’ve done. It’s what in those e
days of the crisis caused us to act so q
through the Recovery Act to arrest the 
ward spiral and put a floor under the fa
put people to work repairing roads and
es, to keep teachers in our classrooms, o
responders on the streets. We helped res
ble homeowners modify their mortga
that more of them could keep their hom
helped jump-start the flow of credit t
more small businesses keep their doors
We saved the American auto industry.
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And as we worked to stabilize the economy
and get it growing and creating jobs again, we

who’s striving to get into the middle class, we
are not yet where we need to be. And that’s
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also started pushing back against the trends
that have been battering the middle class for
decades. So we took on a broken health care
system. We invested in new American technol-
ogies to end our addiction to foreign oil. We
put in place tough new rules on big banks—
rules that we need to finalize before the end of
the year, by the way, to make sure that the job
is done—and we put in new protections that
cracked down on the worst practices of mort-
gage lenders and credit card companies. We al-
so changed a Tax Code that was too skewed in
favor of the wealthiest Americans. We locked
in tax cuts for 98 percent of Americans. We
asked those at the top to pay a little bit more.

So if you add it all up, over the last 3½
years, our businesses have added 7½ million
new jobs. The unemployment rate has come
down. Our housing market is healing. Our fi-
nancial system is safer. We sell more goods
made in America to the rest of the world than
ever before. We generate more renewable en-
ergy than ever before. We produce more natu-
ral gas than anybody.

Health care costs are growing at the slowest
rate in 50 years. And just 2 weeks from now,
millions of Americans who have been locked
out of buying health insurance just because
they had a preexisting condition, just because
they had been sick or they couldn’t afford it,
they’re finally going to have a chance to buy
quality, affordable health care on the private
marketplace. And what all this means is we’ve
cleared away the rubble from the financial cri-
sis and we’ve begun to lay a new foundation for
economic growth and prosperity.

And in our personal lives, I think a lot of us
understand that people have tightened their
belts, shed debt, refocused on the things that
really matter. All of this happened because ul-
timately of the resilience and the grit of the
American people. And we should be proud of
that. And on this 5-year anniversary, we should
take note of how far we’ve come from where
we were 5 years ago.

But that’s not the end of the story. As any
middle class family will tell you, or anybody

what we’ve got to focus on: all the rem
work that needs to be done to strength
economy.

We need to grow faster. We need
good-paying jobs. We need more broad
prosperity. We need more ladders of op
nity for people who are currently poo
want to get into the middle class. Becaus
though our businesses are creating ne
and have broken record profits, the top
cent of Americans took home 20 percent
Nation’s income last year, while the a
worker isn’t seeing a raise at all. In fac
understates the problem. Most of the
have gone to the top one-tenth of 1 perc

So, in many ways, the trends that have
hold over the past few decades of a w
take-all economy, where a few do bett
better and better while everybody els
treads water or loses ground, those trend
been made worse by the recession.

That’s what we should be focused on.
what I’m focused on. That’s what I kno
Americans standing beside me, as well a
you out there, are focused on. And as Co
begins another budget debate, that’s
Congress should be focused on. How 
grow the economy faster? How do we 
better jobs? How do we increase wages a
comes? How do we increase opportun
those who have been locked out of opp
ty? How do we create better retirement 
ty? That’s what we should be focused o
cause the stakes for our middle class and
body who’s fighting to get into the middl
could not be higher.

In today’s hypercompetitive world, w
to make the investments necessary to 
good jobs that pay good wages and offe
standards of living. And although ulti
our success will depend on all the inno
and hard work of our private sector—a
grit and resilience of the American pe
government is going to have a critical 
making sure we have an education syste
prepares our children and our workers
global economy.
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The budget Congress passes will determine
whether we can hire more workers to upgrade

But that’s not what is being proposed by the
Republican budgets. Instead of making neces-
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our transportation and communications net-
works or fund the kinds of research and devel-
opment that have always kept America on the
cutting edge. So what happens here in Wash-
ington makes a difference. What happens up
on Capitol Hill is going to help determine not
only the pace of our growth, but also the quali-
ty of jobs, the quality of opportunity for this
generation and future generations.

The problem is, at the moment, Republicans
in Congress don’t seem to be focused on how to
grow the economy and build the middle class. I
say “at the moment,” because I’m still hoping
that a light bulb goes off here. [Laughter]

So far, their budget ideas revolve primarily
around even deeper cuts to education, even
deeper cuts that would gut America’s scientific
research and development, even deeper cuts to
America’s infrastructure investment: our roads,
our bridges, our schools, our energy grid.
These aren’t the policies that would grow the
economy faster. They’re not the policies that
would help grow the middle class. In fact,
they’d do the opposite.

Up until now, Republicans have argued that
these cuts are necessary in the name of fiscal
responsibility. But our deficits are now falling
at the fastest rate since the end of World War
II. I want to repeat that. Our deficits are going
down faster than any time since before I was
born. By the end of this year, we will have cut
our deficits by more than half since I took of-
fice.

Now, that doesn’t mean that we don’t still
have some long-term fiscal challenges, primari-
ly because the population is getting older and
they’re using more health care services. And so
we’ve still got some changes that we’ve got to
make, and there’s not a Government agency or
program out there that still can’t be stream-
lined, become more customer friendly, more
efficient. So I do believe we should cut out
programs that we don’t need. We need to fix
ones that aren’t working the way they’re sup-
posed to or have outlived their initial mission.
We’ve got to make Government faster and
more efficient.

sary changes with a scalpel, so far at lea
publicans have chosen to leave in place 
called sequester cuts that have cost
harmed growth, are hurting our military
ness. And top independent economists s
has been a big drag on our recovery thi
Our economy is not growing as fast as it 
and we’re not creating as many jobs 
should, because the sequester is in 
That’s not my opinion, that’s the opinion
dependent economists.

The sequester makes it harder to do 
required to boost wages for American w
because the economy is still slack. So if R
licans want the economy to grow faster,
more jobs faster, they should want to ge
it. It’s irresponsible to keep it in place.

And if Congress is serious about wan
grow the economy faster and creating job
er, the first order of business must be to
sensible budget that replaces the seq
with a balanced plan that is both fiscally
and funds the investments like educatio
basic research and infrastructure that w
to grow. Now, this is not asking too muc

Congress’s most fundamental job is p
a budget. And Congress needs to get i
without triggering another crisis, withou
ting down our Government or, worse, 
ening not to pay this country’s bills. A
the progress that we’ve made over these 
years, the idea of reversing that progre
cause of an unwillingness to comprom
because of some ideological agenda 
height of irresponsibility. It’s not wh
American people need right now.

These folks standing behind me, the
people who are small-business owners, 
who almost lost their home, young peop
ing to get a college education, and all o
went through some real tough times dur
recession. And in part because of the st
took and primarily because of their c
and determination and hard work, they’
better place now.

But the last thing they’re looking for is
to go back to the same kind of crisis situ
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that we’ve had in the past. And the single most
important thing we can do to prevent that is for

peal or sabotage it about 40 times. They’ve
failed every time.
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Congress to pass a budget, without drama, that
puts us on a sound path for growth, jobs, better
wages, better incomes.

Now, look, it’s never been easy to get 535
people here in Washington to agree on any-
thing. And budget battles and debates, those
are as old as the Republic. It’s even harder
when you have divided Government. And right
now you’ve got Republicans controlling the
House of Representatives and Democrats con-
trolling the Senate, Democrat in the White
House. So this is always going to be tough.

Having said that, I cannot remember a time
when one faction of one party promises eco-
nomic chaos if it can’t get a hundred percent of
what it wants. That’s never happened before.
But that’s what’s happening right now.

You have some Republicans in the House of
Representatives who are promising to shut
down the Government at the end of this month
if they can’t shut down the Affordable Care
Act. And if that scheme doesn’t work, some
have suggested they won’t pay the very bills
that Congressmen—Congress has already run
up, which would cause America to default on
its debt for the first time in our history and
would create massive economic turmoil. Inter-
est rates on ordinary people would shoot up.
Those kinds of actions are the kinds of actions
that we don’t need.

The last time this same crew threatened this
course of action back in 2011, even the mere
suggestion of default slowed our economic
growth. Everybody here remembers that. It
wasn’t that long ago.

Now, keep in mind, initially, the whole argu-
ment was we’re going to do this because we
want to reduce our debt. That doesn’t seem to
be the focus now. Now the focus is on Obam-
acare. So let’s put this in perspective. The Af-
fordable Care Act has been the law for 3½
years now. It passed both Houses of Congress.
The Supreme Court ruled it constitutional. It
was an issue in last year’s election, and the can-
didate who called for repeal lost. [Laughter]
The Republicans in the House have tried to re-

Meanwhile, the law has already helpe
lions of Americans: young people who
able to stay on their parent’s plan up un
age of 26; seniors who are getting add
discounts on their prescription drugs; or
families and small businesses that are 
rebates from insurance companies b
now insurance companies have to a
spend money on people’s care instead of
ministrative costs and CEO bonuses.

A lot of the horror stories that were p
ed about how this was going to shoot rat
up and there were going to be death 
and all that stuff—none of that stuff ha
pened. And in 2 weeks, the Affordable
Act is going to help millions of more p
And there’s no serious evidence that the
which has helped to keep down the 
health care costs to their lowest level
years—is holding back economic growth

So repealing the Affordable Care Act
ing sure that 30 million people don’t get
insurance and people with preexisting 
tions continue to be locked out of the 
insurance market, that’s not an agenda fo
nomic growth. You’re not going to m
economist who says that that’s the numb
priority in terms of boosting growth and 
this country—at least, not a serious econ

And I understand I will never co
some Republicans about the merits of O
acare. I understand that. And I’m mor
willing to work with them where they’
specific suggestions that they can sho
make our health care system work bette
member, initially, this was, like, repeal a
place, and the replace thing has kind o
off to the wayside. Now it’s just repeal.

But the larger point is, after all that
been through these past 5 years, after 
work Americans like those standing behi
have done to come back from the dept
crisis, are some of these folks really so b
en to one extreme wing of their part
they’re willing to tank the entire econom
because they can’t get their way on this
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Are they really willing to hurt people just to
score political points? I hope not.

ers, as long as we use some of the money that
we save to invest in the infrastructure our busi-
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But in case there’s any confusion, I will not
negotiate over whether or not America keeps
its word and meets its obligations. I will not ne-
gotiate over the full faith and credit of the
United States. This country has worked too
hard for too long to dig out of a crisis just to see
their elected representatives here in Washing-
ton purposely cause another crisis.

Let’s stop the threats. Let’s stop the political
posturing. Let’s keep our Government open.
Let’s pay our bills on time. Let’s pass a budget.
Let’s work together to do what the American
people sent us here to do: create jobs, grow our
economy, expand opportunity. That’s what we
need to do.

And as far as the budget goes, it’s time for re-
sponsible Republicans who share these goals—
and there are a number of folks out there who, I
think, are decent folks, I’ve got some disagree-
ments with them on some issues, but I think gen-
uinely want to see the economy grow and want
what’s best for the American people—it’s time
for those Republicans to step up, and they’ve got
to decide what they want to prioritize.

Originally, they said they wanted deficit re-
duction. As I said before, our deficits are fall-
ing fast. The only way to make further long-
term progress on deficit reduction that doesn’t
slow growth is with a balanced plan that in-
cludes closing tax loopholes that benefit corpo-
rations and the wealthiest Americans at the ex-
pense of the middle class. That’s the only way
to do it.

They said that they wanted entitlement re-
form, but their leaders haven’t put forward seri-
ous ideas that wouldn’t devastate Medicare or
Social Security. And I’ve put forward ideas for
sensible reforms to Medicare and Social Secu-
rity and haven’t gotten a lot of feedback yet.

They said that they wanted tax reform. Re-
member? This was just a few months ago. They
said, well, this is going to be one of our top pri-
orities: tax reform. Six weeks ago, I put forward
a plan that serious people in both parties
should be able to support, a deal that lowers
the corporate tax rate for businesses and man-
ufacturers, simplifies it for small-business own-

nesses need to create more good jobs an
wages for middle class folks who work a
businesses. My position is, if folks in thi
want a grand bargain, how about a gran
gain for middle class jobs? So I put fo
ideas for tax reform; haven’t heard bac
them yet.

Now, Congress has a couple of weeks
this done. If they’re focused on wh
American people care about—faster g
more jobs, better future for our kids—th
confident it will happen. And once we’r
with the budget, let’s focus on the other
that we know can make a difference for m
class families: lowering the cost of colleg
ishing the job of immigration reform, tak
the work of tax reform to make the syste
er, and promoting more investment 
United States.

If we follow the strategy I’m laying o
our entire economy—and if Washingto
just act with the same urgency and co
purpose that we felt 5 years ago—the
economy will be stronger a year from 
years from now, a decade from now.

That’s my priority. All these folks st
behind me and everybody out there wh
tening, that’s my priority. I’ve run my las
tion. My only interest at this point is m
sure that the economy is moving the 
needs to so that we’ve got the kind of 
based growth that has always been th
mark of this country.

And as long as I’ve got the privilege o
ing as your President, I will spend eve
ment of every day I have left fighting to r
security and opportunity for the middl
and to give everyone who works hard a c
to get ahead.

Thank you, everybody. And God ble
God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:31 p
the South Court Auditorium of the Dwi
Eisenhower Executive Office Building.
remarks, he referred to 2012 Republican
idential nominee W. Mitt Romney. 
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Message to the Congress Transmitting the Slovakia-United States Social
Security Agreement
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September 17, 2013

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social
Security Act, as amended by the Social Securi-
ty Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95–216,
42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)) (the “Social Security
Act”), I transmit herewith an Agreement on
Social Security between the United States of
America and the Slovak Republic (the “United
States-Slovak Republic Totalization Agree-
ment”). The Agreement consists of two sepa-
rate instruments: a principal agreement and an
administrative arrangement. The Agreement
was signed in Bratislava on December 10,
2012.

The United States-Slovak Republic Totaliza-
tion Agreement is similar in objective to the so-
cial security totalization agreements already in
force with most European Union countries,
Australia, Canada, Chile, Japan, Norway, and
the Republic of Korea. Such bilateral agree-
ments provide for limited coordination be-
tween the United States and foreign social se-
curity systems to eliminate dual social security
coverage and taxation and to help prevent the
lost benefit protection that can occur when
workers divide their careers between two

countries. The United States-Slovak Re
Totalization Agreement contains all pro
mandated by section 233 of the Social S
Act and other provisions that I deem app
ate to carry out the purposes of sectio
pursuant to section 233(c)(4) of the Soc
curity Act.

I also transmit for the information 
Congress a report prepared by the Socia
rity Administration explaining the key po
the United States-Slovak Republic Total
Agreement, along with a paragraph-by
graph explanation of the provisions of th
cipal agreement and administrative ar
ment. Annexed to this report is another
required by section 233(e)(1) of the Soc
curity Act on the effect of the United 
Slovak Republic Totalization Agreement
come and expenditures of the U.S. Soc
curity program and the number of indi
affected by the United States-Slovak Re
Totalization Agreement.

BARACK OB

The White House,
September 17, 2013.

Remarks to the Business Roundtable
September 18, 2013

Thank you, everybody. Well, Jim, thank you
for the introduction. Thanks to Dave and An-
drew and John, all the men and women of the
Business Roundtable. I’ve had a chance to not
only present before this body before, but many
of you have been doing wonderful work with
the administration on a whole range of issues.
And the point that Jim just made about the
commitment that some of the companies here
have made in hiring and promoting our return-
ing veterans is extraordinary. And so we’re
very, very grateful for that.

Last time I was here in December, 
you—once the mikes were working—[
ter]—that I’m hugely invested in your su
because this room represents not only an
mous amount of economic output, bu
represents the hopes and dreams of 
who are working very hard trying to mak
ing, small businesses who are supplying
companies like yours. When you su
when you’re doing well, when you’re co
tive at a global scale, then America can d
also. And so we want to be a consistent p
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with you on a whole range of issues, and we
have.

a third of what they were going up when I first
took office.
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If you think about where we were 5 years
ago—obviously, we’re marking the fifth anni-
versary of the collapse of Lehman’s, and that
triggered the worst financial crisis and then, ul-
timately, worst economic crisis that we’ve seen
in our lifetimes—I think it’s fair to say that
we’ve come a long way.

At that point, the auto industry was flatlin-
ing. You had the entire financial sector locked
up. A number of banks were in deep trouble.
And most acutely for ordinary families all
across this country, they were losing jobs, los-
ing homes, losing their life savings. And there
was a genuine fear across the board that we
might not be able to pull out way out of it.

And we have. Thanks to the grit and resil-
ience of the American people, thanks to some
outstanding work that’s been done by many of
your companies, we are in a much stronger po-
sition now than when we were then. And we’ve
created now 7½ million new jobs in the private
sector. Many of your companies have added to
your payrolls. And that’s made a huge differ-
ence.

We’ve seen quarters of consecutive growth
that are still too slow, not as fast as we’d like,
but relative to other developed countries
around the world, as we’ve actually fared a lot
better. The housing market has begun to re-
cover. Exports are at record highs. We are pro-
ducing more energy than we ever have before.
And although in a world energy market, for us
to say that we’re entirely energy independent is
a little bit of a misnomer. What’s absolutely
true is, is that the geopolitics of energy have
shifted, and that’s strengthened our manufac-
turing base here and made it a much more at-
tractive place for us to invest.

The deficits have been coming down at the
fastest rate since World War II. The deficit has
been cut in half since I came into office.
Health care costs, which were and continue to
be a major source of concern, are increasing at
the slowest rate in 50 years. And for many of
you in terms of your bottom lines, employer-
based health care plans have gone up at about

And so there’s a lot of bright spots 
economy; a lot of progress has been ma
a lot of good news to report. But I thin
we all recognize is, we’re not where we n
be yet. We’ve still got a lot of work to d
we know what it is that we need to d
know that if we implement immigrati
form, that that can add potentially a 
dollars to our economy and that we will c
ue to attract the best and brightest 
around the world.

We know that we can do even more w
comes to exports, which is why I’m ou
negotiating the Trans-Pacific Partnersh
now a transatlantic trade partnership th
allow us to create a high-standard, enforc
meaningful trade agreement with esse
two-thirds of the world markets, which is
to be incredibly powerful for American c
nies who, up until this point, have often
locked out of those markets.

We know that we’ve still got to make 
progress when it comes to our educatio
tem. And I want to thank the BRT b
you’ve worked with us on issues like cre
common cause—a common core that e
that every young person in America has t
portunity to get prepared for the kinds 
that are going to exist in the 21st centur
I’m going to be talking to all of you a
work with us in making college much m
fordable, because just as we’ve had to 
hard look at what we can do to start br
down health care costs, we’ve also got t
taking a hard look at what we’re going to
bring down college costs. We now have
trillion dollars’ worth of student loan de
is hampering the economy, preventing 
people from buying homes, starting fa
and spending money buying your produc

The good news is that every one of th
lenges that we confront, every one of the
ers—whether it’s education, immigrati
frastructure—that prevent us from be
competitive as we could be, they’re all so
We have good ideas. There’s actually 
good consensus in terms of how we 
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move forward. The problem is right now that
this town, Washington, is locked up. And we

But what is also true is, is that if we’re going
to be honest about our debt and our deficits,
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are not seeing the kind of progress that we
should on these issues.

So immigration is the most obvious example.
We have bipartisan agreement; we got a bill
passed out of the Senate. It’s sitting there in
the House, and if Speaker Boehner called that
bill today, it would pass. We’ve got a majority
of the House of Representatives that’s pre-
pared to vote for it, and we could transform
our immigration system in a way that would be
really good for your companies and really good
for our economy.

The reason it’s not happening is because
there’s a small faction that insists that our tradi-
tion as a nation of laws, but also a nation of immi-
grants somehow is un-American, and they op-
pose it. And that duplicates itself on a whole
range of these issues. And now, in the next sever-
al weeks, it’s going to manifest itself in what is
going to be probably the most critical debate
about our economy over the next several months,
and that is what we do about our budget. So let
me just speak very briefly to that issue.

As I said before, our deficits are coming
down very fast. In fact, the IMF and other in-
ternational organizations that had cautioned us
previously about our deficits are actually now
concerned that we’re bringing our deficits
down too fast. That’s the assessment of the
economists. On the current trajectory that
we’re on and if we were to pass the budget that
I put forward, our deficits would continue to
go down. And we would have a deficit-to-GDP
ratio below 3 percent, which is typically the
standard at which it’s sustainable. 

Now, in order for us to do that we’ve got to
do a couple of things. Number one, we’ve got
to continue to be tightfisted when it comes to
spending on things we don’t need. We’ve got
to continue to streamline Government. We’ve
got to continue to cut out waste. And there’s
waste to be had, and there are programs that
don’t work or used to work and are now obso-
lete and we should eliminate. And we’ve iden-
tified a whole range of programs that we want
to eliminate and programs that we’d like to
consolidate.

our real problem is the long term, not th
term. We’re not overspending on edu
We’re not overspending on research a
velopment. We’re not overspending on h
the disabled. Those things have all been 
a long time or are coming down. Our cha
has to do with our long-term entitlemen
grams and mostly have to do with our 
care costs.

So the fact that the Affordable Care A
been put into place and that many of y
taking steps within your own companies
seeing health care costs come down. We
going to have to do a little bit more, b
the population is aging and demogr
means that people are going to be using
health care costs and the Government is
to have to grapple with that. That’s a lon
challenge.

The budget I put forward actually pr
some smart fixes on Medicare, some
fixes on Medicaid, and creates a susta
path where we continue to invest in the
we need to grow—education, infrastru
research and development—deals wit
long-term structural deficits that arise 
entitlements, and put us in a strong posit
decades to come.

The problem we have right now i
again, that same faction in Congress is n
ger talking about debt and deficits w
comes to resolving the budget. Initiall
was an argument about how much we sp
discretionary spending, how much d
spend on defense; you could sit down 
the table, try to negotiate some nu
That’s no longer the argument. What w
have is a ideological fight that’s been mo
in the House of Representatives tha
we’re not going to pass a budget and w
threaten a Government shutdown unle
repeal the Affordable Care Act.

We have not seen this in the past that 
get is contingent on us eliminating a pr
that was voted on, passed by both Cham
Congress, ruled constitutional by the Su
Court, is 2 weeks from being fully imple
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ed, and that helps 30 million people finally get
health care coverage. We’ve never seen that

get that deals with—continues to deal with—
our deficit effectively. I am prepared to work
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become the issue around a budget battle. And
so that’s a—right now the primary roadblock to
resolving the budget.

What’s worse, that same faction has said, if
we can’t succeed in shutting the Government
down and leveraging that to eliminate the Af-
fordable Care Act, we may be prepared to let
the Government default on our debt.

Now, this debt ceiling—I just want to re-
mind people in case you haven’t been keeping
up—raising the debt ceiling, which has been
done over a hundred times, does not increase
our debt; it does not somehow promote profli-
gacy. All it does is it says you got to pay the bills
that you’ve already racked up, Congress. It’s a
basic function of making sure that the full faith
and credit of the United States is preserved.

And I’ve heard people say, well, in the past,
there have been negotiations around raising
the debt ceiling. It’s always a tough vote, be-
cause the average person thinks raising the
debt ceiling must mean that we’re running up
our debt, so people don’t like to vote on it, and,
typically, there’s some gamesmanship in terms
of making the President’s party shoulder the
burden of raising the—taking the vote. And
then there’s some political campaign later that
smacks him around for saying, Joe Smith voted
to raise the debt ceiling by $2 trillion. And it
sounds terrible, and it’s a fun talking point for
politics, but it always gets done.

And if there is a budget package that in-
cludes the debt ceiling vote, it’s not the debt
ceiling that is driving the negotiations, it’s just,
it’s stuck into the budget negotiations, because
if you’re going to take a bunch of tough votes
anyway, you might as well go ahead and stick
that in there.

You have never seen in the history of the
United States the debt ceiling or the threat of
not raising the debt ceiling being used to extort
a President or a governing party, and trying to
force issues that have nothing to do with the
budget and have nothing to do with the debt.

So here’s where we are, and I think this is
the bottom line, and I want to make sure ev-
erybody is clear here: I have presented a bud-

with Democrats and Republicans to de
our long-term entitlement issues. And
prepared to look at priorities that the Re
cans think we should be promoting and 
ties that they think we should b
shouldn’t be promoting. So I’m happy to
tiate with them around the budget, just 
done in the past.

What I will not do is to create a habit
tern, whereby the full faith and credit 
United States ends up being a bargainin
to set policy. It’s irresponsible. The las
we did this in 2011, we had negative gro
a time when the recovery was just try
take off. And it would fundamentally c
how American government functions.

And if you doubt that, just flip the scr
a second and imagine a situation in w
Democratic Speaker said to a Republican
ident, I’m not going to increase the deb
ing unless you increase corporate taxes
percent. And if you don’t do it, we’ll def
the debt and cause a worldwide financia
Even though that Democratic Speaker
have the votes to force through that par
piece of legislation, they would simply s
will blow the whole thing up unless y
what I want. That can’t be a recipe for g
ing. 

And I have responsibilities at this po
just to the current generation, but to 
generations, and we’re not going to set u
uation where the full faith and credit 
United States is put on the table every y
every year and a half and we go through
sort of terrifying financial brinksmansh
cause of some ideological arguments tha
ple are having about some particular is
the day. We’re not going to do that.

So the good news is that we can ra
debt ceiling tomorrow just by a simple 
each Chamber and set that aside, and th
can have a serious argument about the b
And there are significant differences s
tween Republicans and Democrats w
comes to the budget.
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But it is going to be important for all of you,
I think, over the next several weeks, to under-

nesses when these kinds of things are looming
at any given moment.
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stand what’s at stake and to make sure that you
are using your influence in whatever way you
can to get back to what’s—what used to be
called regular order around here: doing things
in a way that reflect the genuine, messy negoti-
ations of democracy, but did not promise apoc-
alypse every 3 months. And I think this is the
time for us to say once and for all, we can’t af-
ford these kinds of plays.

I know the American people are tired of it.
I’m tired of it, and I suspect you’re tired of it
too, because it’s pretty hard to plan your busi-

So with that, let me stop and let me o
up for questions.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:46 a
the headquarters of the Business Roun
In his remarks, he referred to W. Jame
Nerney, Jr., chairman, David M. Cote a
drew N. Liveris, vice chairs, and forme
John M. Engler of Michigan, in his capa
president, Business Roundtable. The
script released by the Office of the Pre
retary did not include the question-and-a
session that followed the President’s rem

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency 
Respect to Persons Who Commit, Threaten To Commit, or Su
Terrorism
September 18, 2013

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to persons who commit,
threaten to commit, or support terrorism de-
clared in Executive Order 13224 of September
23, 2001, is to continue in effect beyond Sep-
tember 23, 2013.

The crisis constituted by the grave acts of
terrorism and threats of terrorism committed
by foreign terrorists, including the terrorist at-
tacks on September 11, 2001, in New York and
Pennsylvania and against the Pentagon, and

the continuing and immediate threat of f
attacks on United States nationals or the
ed States that led to the declaration of
tional emergency on September 23, 200
not been resolved. These actions conti
pose an unusual and extraordinary threat
national security, foreign policy, and ec
of the United States. For this reason, 
determined that it is necessary to contin
national emergency declared in Executi
der 13224 with respect to persons who
mit, threaten to commit, or support terro

BARACK OB

The White House,
September 18, 2013.

NOTE: An original was not available for
cation of the content of this message. T
tice is listed in Appendix D at the end 
volume.
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Memorandum on Provision of Atomic Information to Croatia
September 18, 2013
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Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense

Subject: Provision of Atomic Information to Croatia

In your August 12, 2013, memorandum you
recommended that I approve, pursuant to sec-
tions 123 and 144 b. of the Atomic Energy Act
of 1954, as amended, an agreement for cooper-
ation authorizing the exchange of U.S. Re-
stricted Data and Formerly Restricted Data
within the context of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) as between the Govern-
ment of the United States and the following
new member of NATO: the Republic of Croa-
tia (hereinafter the “New Party”). The subject
agreement is the Agreement Between the Par-
ties to the North Atlantic Treaty for Coopera-
tion Regarding Atomic Information, including
a technical annex and security annex (hereinaf-
ter collectively referred to as the “ATOMAL
Agreement”), which entered into force on
March 12, 1965, with respect to the United
States and the other members of NATO at that
time.

Having considered your recommendations
and the cooperation provided in the ATOMAL
Agreement with respect to the New Party, in

accordance with sections 123 and 144 b.
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amen
hereby:

a. determine that the performance 
ATOMAL Agreement, including th
posed cooperation and the pro
communication of Restricted Data
under with respect to the New Par
promote, and will not constitute 
reasonable risk to, the common d
and security;

b. approve the ATOMAL Agreemen
respect to the New Party; and

c. authorize the Department of Defe
cooperate with the New Party 
ATOMAL Agreement in the con
NATO upon satisfaction of the re
ments of section 123 of the Atomic
gy Act of 1954, as amended.

BARACK OB

NOTE: An original was not available for
cation of the content of this memorandu

Message to the Congress Transmitting an Agreement on Provision of At
Information to Croatia
September 18, 2013

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,
consistent with sections 123 and 144 b. of the
Atomic Energy Act, as amended (42 U.S.C.
2153 and 2164(b)), the text of the Agreement
Between the Parties to the North Atlantic
Treaty for Cooperation Regarding Atomic In-
formation, including a technical annex and se-
curity annex (hereinafter collectively referred
to as the “ATOMAL Agreement”), as a pro-
posed agreement for cooperation authorizing
the exchange of U.S. Restricted Data and For-

merly Restricted Data within the context
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (N
between the United States of America a
following member of NATO: the Repu
Croatia (hereinafter the “New Party”).

In addition, I am pleased to transm
written approval, authorization, and de
nation concerning the ATOMAL Agre
with respect to the New Party, with a c
the memorandum of the Secretary of D
with respect to the agreement. The ATO
Agreement entered into force on Mar
1965, with respect to the United States a
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other NATO members at that time. The Czech
Republic, the Republic of Hungary, the Re-

ment will give the New Party the same stand-
ing within the Alliance with regard to nuclear

ties to
ortant
d will

men-
DOD)
ng the
mined
posed

ication
ect to
t con-

mmon
ve ap-
espect
OD to
text of
ments
Act of

d pro-
eipt of

AMA

 verifi-

 work.
. And

he Ex-
 don’t

sula at
hip in
e fifth
Broth-
 devas-
he en-
1042

public of Poland, Spain, the Republic of Bul-
garia, the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of
Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania, Romania,
the Slovak Republic, and the Republic of Slo-
venia subsequently became parties to the
ATOMAL Agreement. The New Party has
signed this agreement and has indicated its
willingness to be bound by it. The ATOMAL
Agreement with respect to the New Party
meets the requirements of the Atomic Energy
Act of 1954, as amended. Although the ATO-
MAL Agreement continues in force with re-
spect to the United States and the other cur-
rent parties to it, it will not become effective as
an agreement for cooperation authorizing the
exchange of atomic information with respect to
the New Party until completion of procedures
prescribed by sections 123 and 144 b. of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended.

For more than 40 years, the ATOMAL
Agreement has served as the framework within
which NATO and the other NATO members
that have become parties to this agreement
have received the information that is necessary
to an understanding and knowledge of, and
participation in, the political and strategic con-
sensus upon which the collective military ca-
pacity of the Alliance depends. This agreement
permits only the transfer of atomic informa-
tion, not weapons, nuclear material, or equip-
ment. Participation in the ATOMAL Agree-

matters as that of the other current par
the ATOMAL Agreement. This is imp
for the cohesiveness of the Alliance an
enhance its effectiveness.

I have considered the views and recom
dations of the Department of Defense (
and other interested agencies in reviewi
ATOMAL Agreement and have deter
that its performance, including the pro
cooperation and the proposed commun
of Restricted Data thereunder with resp
the New Party, will promote, and will no
stitute an unreasonable risk to, the co
defense and security. Accordingly, I ha
proved the ATOMAL Agreement with r
to the New Party and authorized the D
cooperate with the New Party in the con
NATO upon satisfaction of the require
of section 123 of the Atomic Energy 
1954, as amended.

The 60-day continuous session perio
vided for in section 123 begins upon rec
this submission.

BARACK OB

The White House,
September 18, 2013.

NOTE: An original was not available for
cation of the content of this message.

Remarks at a Meeting of the President’s Export Council
September 19, 2013

The President. Everybody, please have a
seat. Have a seat. Well, it is good to see all of
you. I know that we’ve got a——

[At this point, Export Council Chairman W.
James McNerney, Jr., reached over and turned
on the President’s microphone].

The President. Whoops. All right.
Chairman McNerney. There you go.
The President. I know that we’ve got a few

new members, in fact, some folks that were

just appointed and immediately got to
And so we’re thrilled to see all of you
then there are the grizzled veterans of t
port Council—[laughter]—although you
look grizzled. You guys look great.

Obviously, I want to thank Jim and Ur
the outset for their outstanding leaders
this entire process. This week marks th
anniversary of the collapse of Lehman 
ers and an incredible financial crisis that
tated not just the financial sector, but t
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tire economy, and people lost jobs and homes
and savings.

Part of what we’ve seen is a continued trans-
formation in American business to become
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And for the last 5 years, we have worked our
way back because of the incredible grit and re-
silience of the American people, because the
outstanding dynamism of our business sectors,
because of, I think, some timely work on the
part of this administration and other agencies
to make sure that we were responsive to the
immediate needs of the American people, but
also looking at how we can start initiating some
structural changes that are going to make a dif-
ference over the long term and rebuild our
economy.

We’re not where we need to be yet. But
with 7½ million new jobs created in the private
sector, with the housing market beginning to
recover, with our energy transformation con-
tinuing in a way that, I think, many people
would not have anticipated 20 years ago, where
we’re now at a point where domestic produc-
tion is actually starting to exceed imports—
across all these fronts, there are some very pos-
itive pieces of news. But I tell you, one of the
biggest bright spots in our economy has been
exports: the fact that “Made in America”
means something and has provided a boost to
our domestic economy and has reminded the
world just how competitive we are.

This has been a top priority from the start.
Part of the reason we set up this Export Coun-
cil was to make sure that we were in a position
to meet our goal of doubling exports during the
course of a fairly short period of time. And we
now sell more goods overseas than ever before.

Jason, correct me if I’m wrong, but I think
our current account deficit and trade deficits
have narrowed as significantly as we’ve seen in
a very long time. Now, part of that is because
we’re importing less foreign oil and increasing
domestic production, but a lot of it is because
we’re selling a lot of great products all around
the world. And this Council has done a great
job in helping to guide our policies.

We’ve got large businesses; we’ve got small
businesses; we’ve got medium-sized business-
es. We’ve got services as well as manufacturers.
And your input has been enormously impor-
tant in this entire process.

more competitive and more productive.
would be remiss to say, since it’s in the
quite a bit—to note that one of the reaso
businesses are more competitive is b
health care costs have actually stabilize
tive to what we had been seeing in pr
years. Just an interesting statistic here fo
who may be interested. [Laughter]

Thanks in part to the Affordable Car
also known as Obamacare—[laughter
cost of health care is now growing at the
est rate in 50 years. Employer-based 
care costs are growing at about one-third
rate of a decade ago. And just yesterday
estimated that health care spending grew
second slowest rate ever in 2012, will g
its third slowest rate ever in 2013, grew
slowest rate in 2011. So the 3 years
Obamacare passed, we’ve seen the s
growth in health care costs on record.

Now, I think this is critically impor
recognize because one of the huge comp
disadvantages that our businesses have 
that we—American businesses—ofte
are shouldering health care costs tha
competitors are not, because they’ve 
more efficient, more effective system. A
for us—and when we passed the Affo
Care Act, by the way, there were all ki
arguments about how all the cost s
weren’t very meaningful and weren’t go
do a lot and we weren’t really bending th
curve. And well, it turns out actually a
what we’ve done is starting to bear rea
and it has an impact on the bottom li
American businesses as well as the Am
people.

So if the current trends hold, and a
mates are that in fact they will—this is n
a byproduct of or hangover from the 
sion—we’re going to see a continuing s
of increases in health care costs. That’s
to boost our exports.

Now, we can still do more when it co
exports, and thanks in part to new trade
that I’ve signed as well as obviously reall
products and services that you’ve all des
230-207_Text_.pdf   271 10/18/18   3:42 PM
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America now exports more to the rest of the
world than ever before. We’re on track to ex-

tourism is an export. When foreign visitors
come here and spend money, that is tallied as a
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port even more this year. Last year, $1 billion
in exports supported nearly 50,000 jobs—or
5,000 jobs in the United States. So for every
billion dollars that we sell, that’s 5,000 new
jobs right here in the United States.

And so we’re really focused on how do we
keep that momentum going. Our new Trade
Rep, our new Ambassador, Michael Froman,
who many of you have had a chance to work
with when he was in the White House, is in the
process of trying to complete negotiations
around a Trans-Pacific Partnership. You’re
talking about the largest, most dynamic, fastest
growing market in the world.

And because of some incredibly hard work
by Michael and the previous Trade Represen-
tative, Ron Kirk, we are very far along in trying
to get that deal done: raising standards; open-
ing up markets that previously have been
closed; getting the kinds of protections, like
IPR protections, that are so important to
American businesses since we typically are the
best innovators; making sure that services are
allowed to compete in many of these markets,
because we do services better than anybody
else and those are markets that oftentimes are
the most parochial, most encumbered by regu-
lation and have most frequently been closed.

So we’re going to be pushing ahead not only
on the Trans-Pacific Partnership, but we also
have now our transatlantic effort, where we
can see if we can enhance what is already ro-
bust trade with Europe. It amounts to the larg-
est trading relationship in the world by far, and
we think we can do even better. And so we’re
going to be moving on that front as well.

We’re going to need trade promotion au-
thority through Congress. And this is an area
where, so far at least, Mitch McConnell says
he’s for it, and that’s good. And so we may be
able to get some good bipartisan support to get
that done.

But let me just make a couple of closing
comments about how important this Export
Council has been. One thing that I think a lot
of people aren’t aware of, at least until they get
involved in policymaking around exports, is

U.S. export. And thanks to people lik
Iger at Walt Disney and others, we have
enormous progress over the last severa
in boosting tourism in the United States
ing it easier for foreign visitors to get
making it easier for them to come here a
joy the incredible attractions that we hav
in the United States. That’s making a b
ference. A lot of the ideas about how we
do that were generated from, initially, th
forts.

So I use that as an example just to s
this is not a—just a bunch of show horse
these are some work horses. And I belie
fair to say—and I think Jim and Ursu
confirm—that if any of you have good
about how we can further promote expor
them on the table. You will find an admi
tion that is ready and willing to put their
der behind the wheel to actually get it do

And I know that our new Secretary of
merce, Penny Pritzker, who is coming d
from the business world, understands ho
portant it is for us to be able to execute a
just generate a bunch of white papers th
filed off in some dusty file somewher
want to make sure that we’re moving 
fronts very aggressively.

So with that, I just want to say how m
appreciate all your participation. I want
a—make a special note to some of the
businesses that have been represented
because what we’ve seen is that when
and medium-sized businesses can cut th
the redtape and understand how to expo
tually they can compete pretty well. And
an area where we can make some sign
progress.

Obviously, big companies like Xerox o
ing, we want to keep on growing them b
small businesses are up and down the 
chain and are—when we sell a bunch 
planes, a lot of small businesses and me
sized businesses are benefiting from t
well.

But I am very enthusiastic about this. 
Jim, at least, will confirm that I’m happ
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out and make sales. I’m expecting a gold
watch—[laughter]—from Boeing at the end of

Oklahoma is trying to pitch something or help
one of their businesses that they are in touch
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my Presidency because I know that I’m on the
list of top salesmen at Boeing. And that applies
to all of you.

And I also notice that we’ve got some won-
derful elected officials here, folks like Gover-
nor Fallin. Part of what we want to do is also
coordinate State and Federal and local efforts,
because right now our competitors—the Ger-
manys, a lot of the European countries—they
have a very tight, very aggressive, very well co-
ordinated effort to make sales around the
world. Sometimes, because we’re so big and,
frankly, we’ve been such a dominant economy
for a long time, that our sales pitches and ef-
forts have been a little more scattered and a lit-
tle more diffuse.

So one of the functions that this Export
Council can serve is as a clearinghouse and a
coordinating mechanism to make sure that if

with Federal counterparts and they ca
much more effective job. All right?

So what I think we’re going to do 
we’re going to clear out the press. I’m go
have a chance to come around and say h
everybody and say thank you. And th
conversation will continue. All right?

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:14 a
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower
utive Office Building. In his remarks, 
ferred to Ursula M. Burns, Vice Chair,
dent’s Export Council; Chairman of the 
cil of Economic Advisers Jason L. Fu
Robert A. Iger, chairman and chief exe
officer, Walt Disney Co.; and Gov. Mary
of Oklahoma. He also referred to the C
for Medicare and Medicaid Services (
and intellectual property rights (IPR).

Remarks at the Ford Motor Company Stamping Plant in Liberty, Misso
September 20, 2013

The President. Hello, Missouri! Everybody
give Jordan a big round of applause.

I just want to say about Jordan—third gen-
eration Ford employee—she’s going to school
during the week, works at the plant on the
weekends, getting a degree in business man-
agement and will be taking Alan’s place run-
ning the company in about—[laughter]—I
don’t know—oh, it may take a few years. But
we’re so proud of her. And congratulations for
everything that she represents. When you see
young people like that who are working so
hard, making something of themselves, and are
rooted in a community like this one, it really
makes you proud.

Before I get started, there are a couple other
folks that I want to introduce; they’re are work-
ing for you day in, day out. First of all, your
outstanding Governor, Jay Nixon, and his wife
Georganne. The plant might not have been
here had it not been for the great work of Jay.
So that’s important to know. 

We’ve got my outstanding Secretary of
Health and Human Services, former Governor

of Kansas, Kathleen Sebelius is in the 
She basically just came because her son a
fiancee are here. [Laughter] But we’r
she’s here.

One of my greatest friends and just a 
smart, dedicated public servant, Senator
McCaskill is here. Give Claire a big ro
applause. Your former mayor, preacher, 
everything, Emanuel Cleaver is in the 
Current mayor of Kansas City, Sly Ja
here. Mayor of Kansas City, Kansas, Mar
land is here. And the mayor right here i
erty, Lyndell Brenton and his lovely wif
ann are here. Where are they? There the

Now, when I said I was flying into 
City to see an incredible success story
tion, I did not think I was going to be 
about the Chiefs. [Applause] Before y
carried away, I just want to point out th
Bears are 2–0. [Laughter] 

Audience members. Boo!
The President. I’m just saying. [Lau

And we’re actually able to pass more th
yards. [Laughter] Just a little trash-t
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We’ll see how we’re looking at the end of the
season. 

But what the recession also showed was the
fact that for decades, middle class families had
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I want to give special thanks to Ford’s CEO.
This is one of our outstanding business leaders,
has helped to lead Ford to be the number-one
automaker in the United States of America, Al-
an Mulally is here. And we’re very proud of
him. 

It doesn’t matter if you’ve got an outstand-
ing CEO if you don’t have outstanding work-
ers. And the President of Local 249, Jeff
Wright, is here. Your launch manager, Todd
Jaranowski, I really like because he is a Bears
and a Sox fan. Come on, give Todd a big round
of applause. And I very much appreciate him
and some of the other folks showing me
around this new stamping plant right here.

Now, you may not be aware of this, but you
and I have a little history together. I may roll in
a Cadillac these days—[laughter]—no, no, but
it’s not my car, it’s—I’m just—I’m renting, just
like my house. [Laughter] The lease runs out
in about 3½   years. [Laughter] But before that,
I was driving around in a 2008 Ford Escape. It
came right off these assembly lines. Some of
you might have been involved in building it. It
was a great car. Problem is, I got Secret Ser-
vice about a month after I bought the car, so
I’ve only got 2,000 miles on it. [Laughter] It is
in mint condition.

So I want to say thank you for building my
car. But I also came here to talk about what’s
got to be the number-one priority in this coun-
try, and that is growing our economy, creating
new jobs, and making sure that everyone who
works hard in America has a chance to get
ahead. It’s our number-one priority. 

Now, some of you remember, 5 years ago, a
financial crisis hit Wall Street. It then turned
into a devastating recession on Main Street,
and it came close to being another Great De-
pression. By the time I took office, the econo-
my was shrinking at a rate of 8 percent a year.
Unprecedented. Our businesses were shed-
ding 800,000 jobs a month. And you had this
perfect storm, and millions of Americans lost
their jobs, their homes, their savings they had
been working a lifetime to get.

been working harder and harder just to 
hadn’t seen their incomes go up, hadn
their wages go up. Manufacturing was m
overseas. And so what built our middl
had been buckling, had been weakening

And I think if you ask most Americans
the economic crisis hit, they might not 
to Lehman’s Brothers collapsing. They
to you about when they got a pink slip th
didn’t expect or the bank took away their
or they didn’t have health insurance or 
they were told the plant was shutting dow
the assembly line was going quiet. Thos
tough times.

Five years ago, plants like this one
closing their doors. And the day I steppe
the Oval Office, the American auto in
which is the heartbeat of American ma
turing—heartbeat of manufacturing—th
industry was flatlining. Ford was stand
its own two feet, had made some smar
sions, but Alan will tell you, if GM and 
ler had gone down, suppliers would go
dealers would have gone down. And all 
would have had a profound impact on F

I refused to let that happen. So we w
with labor, and we worked with manage
Everybody had to make some sacrifices. 
body put some skin in the game. We bet
American worker. We bet on you. And
that bet has paid off because the Americ
to industry has come roaring back.

The Big Three are all profitable, hirin
workers. You’re not just building mor
you’re building better cars, better trucks
at what’s going on right here at the plan
new F–150 is built tougher than ever, m
el efficient than ever. You’ve got trouble
ing them fast enough. You had to brin
third shift of 900 workers just to keep u
demand.

And because Ford invested $1.1 bil
this plant, pretty soon, 1,100 more new
ers will be joining you on these assembl
in good, union jobs, building Ford Trans

So more jobs building cars, that mean
jobs for suppliers. It means more jobs f
230-207_Text_.pdf   274 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Sept. 20

1047

tributors. It means more jobs for the folks who
own the restaurant here in town or the bar, de-

cans who have been locked out of the insur-
ance market are finally going to be able to get
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pending on—[laughter]. It has an impact on
your tax base. It has an impact on the teacher
who teaches your kids, the first responder who
keeps you safe. All those people are impacted
by your success.

And that fundamental idea that when every-
body is doing—when some of us are doing
well, it’s okay, but when everybody has got a
stake, that’s when things really start rolling,
that’s at the heart of every decision I’ve made
as President. Because when the middle class
does better, we all do better. Shareholders do
better. CEOs do better. Workers do better.
Everybody does better.

So in the depths of the crisis, we passed a
Recovery Act to make sure that we put a floor
below which this country couldn’t fall. We put
money in folks’ pockets with tax breaks. We
made sure that people were rebuilding roads
and bridges, keeping things going, helping to
keep teachers and firefighters and cops on the
job. Today, 3½ years later, our businesses have
added 7½ million new jobs—7½ million new
jobs.

We helped responsible homeowners stay in
their homes, won one of the biggest settle-
ments in history on behalf of people who had
wrongfully lost their homes because banks
hadn’t done things right. Today, our housing
market is healing.

We took on a Tax Code that was too skewed
towards the wealthy. We gave tax cuts, locked
them in for 98 percent of families. We asked
those in the top 2 percent to pay a little bit
more. Today, middle class tax rates are near
their alltime low. The deficits are falling at the
fastest rate since World War II. That’s what we
did.

We invested in new American technologies
to end our addiction to foreign oil. Today,
we’re generating more renewable energy than
ever before, produce more natural gas than
anybody in the world. We’re about to produce
more of our own oil than we buy from overseas
for the first time in nearly 20 years.

And we took on a broken health care system.
And in less than 2 weeks, millions of Ameri-

quality health care. Out of every 10 Ame
who are currently uninsured, 6 out of th
are going to be able to get covered for le
a hundred dollars a month, less than yo
phone bill.

So we’ve been working, just like you’v
working, over these last 4½ years. 
cleared away the rubble from the crisis. 
started to lay a new foundation for eco
growth, a new foundation for prosperit
everybody here, we all had to make som
justments. I’m assuming some folks h
tighten their belts, get rid of some debt
on things that really matter, cut out
things you didn’t need.

We’ve shown the world that the Am
people are tough, they’re resilient. Th
thing built tougher than Ford trucks are 
ican workers, the American people. 
what we’ve shown.

All right, so that’s the good news. B
working person, any middle class family,
tell you we’re not yet where we need 
The economy is growing, but it needs t
faster. We’re producing jobs, but we n
create more jobs and more good-payin
We’ve got to make sure that we’re reb
an economy that doesn’t work from t
down, works from the middle out; tha
ladder of opportunity to folks who stil
have a job.

We’ve got to make sure that worke
sharing in growth and productivity. Righ
even though businesses are creating jo
top 1 percent took home 20 percent of t
tion’s income last year. The average w
barely saw a raise.

Audience member. That’s not fair.
The President. It ain’t fair; it ain’t righ
So in many ways, the trends that have

hold over the past few years of a winne
all economy, a few folks at the top doing
and better and better, everybody else tr
water or losing ground, that’s not a mod
we want. And it’s been made worse by t
cession.
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So what I’ve been doing over the last couple
months, I’ve been visiting towns like Liberty,

smart investments in the future. That’s how it’s
always been.
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traveling all across the country talking about
what we need to do to reverse those trends,
make sure, we’ve got a better bargain for mid-
dle class America: good jobs that pay good
wages, an education that prepares our kids for
a global economy, a home that is secure, af-
fordable health care that is there when you get
sick, a secure retirement even if you’re not
rich—all those things that make for a secure
life so you can raise your kids and have confi-
dence that they’re going to do better than you
did. That’s what I’m focused on. That’s what
you’re focused on. That’s what Congress
should be focused on.

Which brings me to the current situation.
[Laughter] Let me talk a little bit about what’s
going on back in Washington. Right now Con-
gress is in the middle of a budget debate. Now,
there’s nothing new about that. Every year
Congress has got to pass a budget, and it’s al-
ways a contentious process. But right now our
recovery still needs to build more strength, so
it’s important that we get it right in Washing-
ton, because even though our success as a
country is ultimately going to depend on great
businesses like Ford, hard workers like you,
Government has to do some things.

Congress has to pass a budget to make sure
our education system works and prepares our
kids and our workers for the global economy. If
we’re going to rebuild our roads, our bridges,
our airports, our ports, Government’s got to be
involved in that. If we’re going to have scientif-
ic research and development—I was looking at
all these newfangled pieces of equipment
here—some of the things that allowed the effi-
ciencies of this plant originated in laboratories
and scientists doing work on the Government’s
dime. That’s how we always maintain our cut-
ting edge. These are things that help us grow.
These are help—things that help the private
sector succeed.

So when people tell you somehow Govern-
ment is irrelevant, no, everything we do has
some connection to making sure that we, col-
lectively, as a democracy, are making some

So what Congress is doing right now
portant. Unfortunately, right now the 
that’s going on in Congress is not meeti
test of helping middle class families. It
they’re not focused on you. They’re focu
politics. They’re focused on trying to me
me. [Laughter] They’re not focused o
[Applause] They’re not focused on you.

So there are two deadlines coming u
Congress has to meet. And I want folks
attention to this. Congress has to me
deadlines, and they’re coming up pretty 

The first deadline: The most basic co
tional duty Congress has is to pass a b
That’s Congress 101. If they don’t pass 
get by September 30—what’s the date 
The 20th. All right, so if Congress doesn
a budget in 10 days, a week from Mond
Government will shut down. A Gover
shutdown shuts down many services th
American people rely on.

This is not abstract. Hundreds of tho
of Americans will not be allowed to go to
Our men and women in uniform, even
deployed overseas, won’t get their pay
on time. Small businesses, they won’t ge
loans processed. Now, none of that has t
pen, as long as Congress passes a b
Number one: passing a budget.

Number two, in the next few weeks
gress must vote to allow the Department
Treasury to pay America’s bills. All righ
Treasury Department, that’s where we 
money and we pay it, right? Real simpl
is usually done with a simple, routine v
raise what’s called the debt ceiling. If you
raise the debt ceiling, America can’t 
bills.

Since the 1950s, Congress has always 
it. Every President has signed it—Dem
Republicans, Ronald Reagan—[laugh
Lyndon Johnson—it doesn’t matter. T
just a routine thing that you’ve got to do 
Treasury can pay the bills. If Congress d
pass this debt ceiling in the next few wee
United States will default on its oblig
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That’s never happened in American history.
Basically, America becomes a deadbeat.

we would send our economy into a tailspin”—
that’s a quote, by the way, what I just said. You
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If the world sees America not paying its
bills, then they will not buy debt, Treasury
bills, from the United States, or if they do,
they’ll do it at much higher interest rates. That
means somebody wanting to buy an F–150 will
have to pay much higher interest rates eventu-
ally, which means you will sell less cars. That’s
just one example of how profoundly destruc-
tive this could be. This is not some abstract
thing.

And this is important: Raising the debt ceil-
ing is not the same as approving more spend-
ing, any more than making your monthly pay-
ment adds to the total cost of your truck. You
don’t say, well, I’m not going to pay my bill, my
note for my truck because I’m going to save
money. No, you’re not saving money. You al-
ready bought the truck, right? [Laughter] You
have to pay the bills. You’re not saving money.
You might have decided at the front end not to
buy the truck, but once you’ve bought the
truck, you can’t say you’re saving money just by
not paying the bills. Does that make sense?

So raising the debt ceiling, it doesn’t cost a
dime. It does not add a penny to our deficits.
All it says is, you’ve got to pay for what Con-
gress already said we’re spending money on. If
you don’t do it, we could have another financial
crisis.

And the fact is—I know a lot of people are
concerned about deficits—our deficits are now
coming down so quickly that by the end of this
year, we will have cut them in more than half
since I took office—cut deficits in half.

So I just want to break this down one more
time. I go into a Ford dealership. I drive off
with a new F–150. Unless I paid cash, I’ve still
got to pay for it each month. I can’t just say,
you know, I’m not going to make my car pay-
ment this month. That’s what Congress is
threatening to do, just saying, I’m not going to
pay the bills. There are consequences to that.
The bill collector starts calling you, right? Your
credit goes south, and you’ve got all kinds of
problems. Same is true for a country.

So if we don’t raise the debt ceiling, we’re
deadbeats. “If we fail to increase the debt limit,

know who said it? The Republican Spea
the House, John Boehner. The Repu
Speaker has said if we don’t pay our bill
have an economic tailspin. So this is n
my opinion, this is everybody’s opinion.

All right. Now, why haven’t we alread
ten it done if it’s such a simple thing? 
body is nodding; they’re all, like, ye
didn’t we already get this done? Dem
and some reasonable Republicans in Co
are willing to raise the debt ceiling and
sensible budget. And I want to work
Democrats and Republicans to do jus
Claire McCaskill, she’s ready to do it
gressman Cleaver, he’s ready to do it. 
we just pass the budget, raise the debt c
we can get back to focusing on growin
economy and creating jobs, educatin
kids—all the things we’ve got to do.

Unfortunately, there is a faction on 
right of the Republican Party right no
not everybody, but it’s a pretty big fac
who have convinced their leadership to 
en a Government shutdown and pote
threaten to not raise the debt ceiling 
can’t shut off the Affordable Care Ac
known as Obamacare.

Now, think about this. They’re not talki
about spending cuts. They’re not talking
entitlement reform. They’re not talking
any of that. Now they’re talking about som
that has nothing to do with the budget. 
They’re actually willing to plunge Ameri
default if we can’t defund the Affordabl
Act.

Now, let’s put this in perspective. T
fordable Care Act has been into law 
years. It passed both Houses of Congres
Supreme Court ruled it constitutional. 
an issue in last year’s elections. The gu
was running against me said he was going
peal it. We won. The—[applause]. So th
ers were pretty clear on this.

And then, Republicans in Congress, t
tried to repeal or sabotage this; more t
times they’ve had these repeal votes. 
time they fail. This law that is in p
230-207_Text_.pdf   277 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Sept. 20 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

already providing people benefits. It’s not
holding back economic growth, it’s helping

Medicare already. That’s what House Republi-
cans are fighting for.
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millions of Americans, including some of you
or your family members that you may not be
aware of.

You can keep your kid on your own health
insurance plan—somebody is raising their
hand right here—until they’re 26, because of
the Affordable Care Act, which is one of the
main reasons why the number of uninsured
among young people has gone down over the
last 3 years.

Seniors, they are benefiting right now from
discounted prescription drug costs because of
the law. If you’ve got health insurance, insur-
ance companies can’t impose lifetime limits on
you. They can’t use the fine print not to pay if
you get sick. Insurance companies have to
spend 80 percent of your premiums on your
health care, not on administrative costs and
CEO bonuses. Those are happening right now.

And health care costs have actually in-
creased at the slowest rate in 50 years. So this
is helping to reduce health care costs across
the economy.

Finally, starting on October 1, it’s going to
help millions of more people. People who
don’t have health insurance right now, what it’s
going to do is, we’re going to set up pools so
that just like a worker at Ford can benefit from
good insurance rates because you got a lot of
workers in one big pool; now people who don’t
have the good fortune to work at a big compa-
ny like Ford, they can also get a good deal.

Now, that’s what—so that’s what they’re
fighting for. They want to repeal all that, and
they’re saying, we’re going to hold our breath,
and if you don’t repeal it—which, I’ve already
said, I’m not going to do—we’re going to send
the economy into default. They will send our
economy into a tailspin, just like Speaker
Boehner said. They want to threaten default
just to make sure that tens of millions of Amer-
icans continue not to have health care.

Defunding Affordable Health Care would
rob 25 million Americans of the chance to get
health care coverage. It would cut basic health
care services for tens of millions of seniors on

And now they’ve gone beyond just h
Congress hostage, they’re holding the 
country hostage. One Republican S
called shutting down the Government ov
Affordable Care Act “the dumbest idea I
er heard.” I agree with him. But tha
strategy they’re pursuing. House of Rep
tatives just voted on it today.

Now, I tell you what, Missouri: The A
can people have worked too hard for to
digging out of a real crisis just to let poli
in Washington cause another crisis.

This is the United States of America.
not some banana republic. This is not a
beat nation. We don’t run out on ou
We’re the world’s bedrock investment. T
tire world looks to us to make sure the
economy is stable. We can’t just not p
bills. And even threatening something li
is the height of irresponsibility.

So what I’ve said is I will not negotiat
the full faith and credit of the United S
am not going to allow anyone to har
country’s reputation—I’m not going to
them to inflict economic pain on milli
our own people—just so they can make 
ological point.

But I need you to help. I need you t
tell Congress, pay our bills on time. Pass
get on time. Stop governing from crisis 
sis. Put our focus back on where it shou
on you, the American people; on creatin
jobs; on growing our economy; on restor
curity for middle class families. That’
you deserve.

I mean, I don’t know, it’s like they d
every 6 months. [Laughter] Isn’t it? I m
don’t mind them disagreeing with me
don’t like the Affordable Care Act, they’
er have people not have health insuranc
happy to have that debate with them. B
don’t have to threaten to blow the whole
up just because you don’t get you way. [L
ter] Right?

I think about something that Jordan
Her grandfather worked in this plant; 
stepmom worked in this plant. Now sh
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her brother work in this plant, punching in as
part of the next generation of American work-

expect some compassion. You should expect
some compromise. You should expect the con-
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ers at a great, iconic American company. Our
economy is coming back because of the resil-
ience and determination of American workers
like Jordan and her family.

And every day, all over this country, there
are men and women just like Jordan, just like
her brother, they wake up, maybe pack a lunch
for their kids, kiss them goodbye, go to work,
live up to their responsibilities, do their jobs,
pay their bills.

Shouldn’t you expect the same thing from
people in Washington?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Shouldn’t you expect the

same thing from Members of Congress?
Just do your job. Don’t be the other guy, be

the guy who’s doing your job. No obstruction.
No games. No holding the economic hostage—
the economy hostage if you don’t get 100 per-
cent of what you want.

Nobody gets 100 percent of what you want.
You guys know that in your own lives, in your
own families. I don’t know how many people
are married here, but you know you better
learn not to expect getting 100 percent of what
you want. Otherwise, you’ll be divorced real
quick. [Laughter] Especially you men, I’m tell-
ing you. [Laughter]

So you should expect the same thing, same
common sense, out of Congress. You should

viction of leaders who wake up and go t
every day, not to tear something down,
build something better; not just for tod
for the world we want to leave our kids.

That’s my conviction. That’s my co
ment to you. If we start thinking about y
stead of politics and how you can get you
stirred up, then we’re going to be able
back to the point where this country is w
want it to be. If Washington will act w
same decency and common purpose th
and Americans all across the country do
single day, the economy will be strong
just a year from now or 5 years from now
years from now, but 20 and 30 and 50
from now.

And as long as I have the privilege of s
you as your President, that’s what I’m go
be focused on.

Thank you very much, everybody. God

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:53 p
his remarks, he referred to Ford Mot
employee Jordan Wheeldon, who intro
the President; John Sebelius, son of Sec
of Health and Human Services Kathleen
lius, and his fiancee Allie Hoeme; Jeff W
president, UAW Local 249; 2012 Repu
Presidential nominee W. Mitt Romne
Sen. Richard M. Burr.

The President’s Weekly Address 
September 21, 2013

Hi, everybody. It was 5 years ago this week
that a financial crisis on Wall Street spread to
Main Street and very nearly turned a recession
into a depression. In a matter of months, mil-
lions of Americans were robbed of their jobs,
their homes, their savings, after a decade in
which they’d already been working harder and
harder to just get by. It was a crisis from which
we’re still trying to recover. But thanks to the
grit and determination of the American peo-
ple, we are steadily recovering.

Over the past 3½ years, our businesses have
created 7½ million new jobs. Our housing mar-

ket is healing. We’ve become less depe
on foreign oil. Health care costs are grow
the slowest rate in 50 years. And in just
week, millions of Americans without 
care will be able to get covered for less 
hundred dollars a month.

So our economy is gaining traction
we’re finally tackling threats to middl
prosperity that Washington neglected 
too long. But as any middle class family
ing right now knows, we’ve got a long wa
to get to where we need to be. And a
years spent digging out of crisis, the las
230-207_Text_.pdf   279 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Sept. 21 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

we need is for Washington to manufacture an-
other one. But that’s what will happen in the

work with those Democrats and Republicans
on a better bargain for the middle class.
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next few weeks if Congress doesn’t meet two
deadlines.

First, the most basic constitutional duty
Congress has is passing a budget. But if it
doesn’t pass one before September 30—a
week from Monday—the Government will
shut down. And so will many services the
American people expect. Military personnel,
including those deployed overseas, won’t get
their paychecks on time. Federal loans for ru-
ral communities, small-business owners, and
new home buyers will be frozen. Critical re-
search into lifesaving discoveries and renew-
able energy will be halted. All of this will be
prevented if Congress just passes a budget.

Second, Congress must authorize the Trea-
sury to pay America’s bills. This is done with a
simple, usually routine, vote to raise what’s
called the debt ceiling. Since the 1950s, Con-
gress has always passed it, and every President
has signed it: Democrats and Republicans, in-
cluding President Reagan. And if this Congress
doesn’t do it within the next few weeks, the
United States will default on its obligations and
put our entire economy at risk.

This is important. Raising the debt ceiling is
not the same as approving more spending, it
lets us pay for what Congress already spent. It
doesn’t cost a dime or add a penny to our defi-
cit. In fact, right now our deficits are already
falling at the fastest rate since the end of World
War II. And by the end of this year, we’ll have
cut our deficits by more than half since I took
office.

But reducing our deficits and debt isn’t even
what the current standoff in Congress seems to
be all about. The fact is, Democrats and some
reasonable Republicans are willing to raise the
debt ceiling and pass a sensible budget, one
that cuts spending on what we don’t need so
we can invest in what we do. And I want to

But there’s also a faction on the far r
the Republican Party who’ve convinced
leadership to threaten a Government
down if they can’t shut off the Affordabl
Act. Some are actually willing to plunge 
ica into default if they can’t defund the A
able Care Act.

Think about that. They’d actually 
this country back into recession, all to de
basic security of health care to milli
Americans. That’s not happening. An
know it’s not happening.

The United States of America is not a
beat nation. We are a compassionate 
We are the world’s bedrock investmen
doing anything to threaten that is the he
irresponsibility. That’s why I will not ne
over the full faith and credit of the U
States. I will not allow anyone to har
country’s reputation or threaten to infli
nomic pain on millions of our own peop
to make an ideological point.

So we’re running out of time to fix th
we could fix it tomorrow. Both Houses o
gress can take a simple vote to pay our b
time, then work together to pass a bud
time.

Then we can declare an end to govern
crisis and govern responsibly, by putti
focus back where it should always be: on
ing new jobs, growing our economy, a
panding opportunity not just for ourselv
for future generations.

Thanks.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 5:55 p.m. on September 19 in th
Room at the White House for broadc
September 21. The transcript was made
able by the Office of the Press Secret
September 20, but was embargoed for r
until 6 a.m. on September 21. 
230-207_Text_.pdf   280 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Sept. 21

1053

Remarks at the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation Phoenix Awards
Dinner
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Hello, CBC! Thank you so much, every-
body. Please, have a seat, have a seat. Michelle
and I are happy to be here with such a good-
looking crowd. Everybody’s cleaning up nice.
[Laughter]

Thank you to Chaka Fattah for not just the
great introduction, but more importantly, your
leadership, especially on the issues of brain re-
search that have the potential to change so
many lives. I want to thank Shuanise Washing-
ton and everybody at the CBC Foundation for
doing so much to help all our young people
achieve their God-given potential.

I see so many friends here tonight. And ob-
viously, these last several weeks have been mo-
mentous in a lot of ways. Many of you I had an
opportunity to see both hosting at the White
House, but then at the actual anniversary, the
50th anniversary of the March on Washington.
And it was a little rainy that day, we didn’t have
a nice roof over our heads, but that wasn’t
enough to keep all of you away. It wasn’t
enough to keep me away. It wasn’t enough to
keep folks from all across the country from
coming out to pay tribute to not only Dr. King,
not only John Lewis, not only the well-known
heroes of the civil rights movement, but to all
the ordinary Americans who made it possible
for so many of us to stand here today.

And as I looked out on that crowd, listening
to Christine King Farris or Reverend Lowery
and Congressman Lewis, it was impossible not
to appreciate just how much progress we’ve
made. It was impossible not to think of all the
hearts that have been opened, all the laws that
have been changed, all thanks to the quiet he-
roes who refused to give up or give in.

And as I said on that day, to dismiss the
magnitude of that progress, to somehow sug-
gest that little has changed, dishonors the cour-
age and the sacrifice of all those who paid the
price to march in those years. But what I also
said—and I think there wasn’t a speaker there
that day or on Saturday in the other commem-
oration of the March who didn’t make this

point—we would also dishonor those he
suggest that the work of this Nation is 
how complete. And that’s something th
CBC has always understood.

It wasn’t until 1969—6 years afte
March on Washington—that African A
cans in Congress formed a caucus. A
then, the Civil Rights Act had been p
The Voting Rights Act had been signe
civil rights movement had been succes
many ways.

But the men and women who found
caucus recognized what Dr. King unde
that equality is not just an abstraction—
just a formality—it has to go hand in han
economic opportunity; that in order to a
the enduring legacy of slavery and Jim 
we’ve got to make it easier for every Am
to earn their piece of the American Drea

So fast forward to today, 50 years lat
all understand we have to be vigilant 
any attempt to roll back our hard-wo
rights, whether that means tearing down
ers put up by those who seek to restr
right to vote or making sure our crimin
tice system works equally well for ever
not just for some.

But at a time when Black unemploym
mains twice as high as White unemplo
at a time when working Americans of al
have seen their incomes and wages st
even as corporate profits and the incom
folks at the very top are soaring, we’ve
pick up the torch of economic justice. W
to make this a country where anybod
works hard can earn their way into the m
class. And until we do, we will not let u
we will not rest, no matter how much
tance we get. We will keep on pressing fo
because it’s good for America. It’s the
thing to do.

We can’t rest until every American 
the security of quality, affordable health
In just over a week, thanks to the Affo
Care Act and the leadership shown 
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CBC and others in Congress—so many of you
fought to pass this law—thanks to your efforts,

people. And that’s especially true in communi-
ties with large African American populations.
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6 in 10 uninsured Americans will finally be
able to get covered for less than a hundred dol-
lars a month. Everybody is going to be able to
get coverage; 6 in 10 will be able to get cover-
age for less than a hundred bucks a month.
And by the way, the only reason it’s 6 in 10 is
because we’ve got some Governors who—
[laughter]—haven’t seen the light yet. If every
Governor chose to join this project rather than
to fight it just to score some political points,
that number would be nearly 8 in 10.

So just think about that. Knowing you can
offer your family the security of health care,
that’s priceless. And now you can do it for less
than your cell phone bill. That’s what change
looks like.

We won’t rest until every American has ac-
cess to a good education. And we’ve got to
make sure every child gets the best start in life.
We want to give every 4-year-old in America
access to quality preschool. There’s no better
investment. We should be making it right now.
We can afford it. It’s the right vision. It’s the
right time.

We should make college more affordable for
every family. There’s no better ticket to the
middle class in this country. And we’ve already
made college—including HBCUs—more af-
fordable for millions of students and their fam-
ilies through tax credits and grants and student
loans that are going further than ever before.
But we’ve got more to do. And so I’ve been
talking to colleges, telling them they need to
do their part by bringing costs down. Because
in a 21st-century economy, a higher education
is not a luxury, it is an economic imperative,
and everybody should be able to afford it, not
just a few.

We can’t rest until we offer new ladders of
opportunity for anyone willing to climb them.
When you think about America, when you
think about the ideal of this country, a big part
of it is the idea of upward mobility, the idea
that if you work hard you can get ahead. Well,
over the last 30 years, upward mobility in this
country has slipped out of reach for too many

So we’ve got to do more to rebuild 
borhoods, help some of the hardest hit
in America get back on their feet. We’ve
raise the minimum wage. Nobody who
full time in the wealthiest nation on 
should have to raise their children in p
Those are fights we need to win.

And finally, we can’t rest until all of ou
dren can go to school or walk down the
free from the fear that they will be struck
by a stray bullet. Just 2 days ago, in my 
town Chicago, 13 people were shot du
pickup basketball game, including a 3-ye
girl. Tomorrow night I’ll be meetin
mourning with families in this city wh
know the same unspeakable grief of fam
Newtown and Aurora and Tucson and C
and New Orleans and all across the co
people whose loved ones were torn from
without headlines sometimes or public 
but it’s happening every single day.

And we fought a good fight earlier thi
but we came up short. And that means
got to get back up and go back at it. Beca
long as there are those who fight to mak
easy as possible for dangerous people 
their hands on a gun, then we’ve got to w
hard as possible for the sake of our ch
We’ve got to be ones who are willing
more work to make it harder.

These are the tasks before us. These a
challenges we face. It’s a tall order, all 
know the odds sometimes seem long.
taking photos with the CBC folks—eve
of them came up, said, oh, you hang in th
[laughter]—you hang in there, man. 
said, don’t worry about me. [Laughter
still fired up because I still see the wo
needs to be done. The work didn’t go aw

And part of the reason that I don’t ge
is because I’ve seen people who are in t
dience and what you’ve done, the odd
you’ve overcome. And I know sometim
climb seems steep at any given mo
Sometimes, it seems like the pettiness 
politics just is making things worse and w
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You look at it right now: The other day, the
House Republicans voted to cut $40 billion in

came across the story of a young man named
Robert Avery. And Robert was 15 years old in
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nutritional aid for struggling families at the
same time as some of the same folks who took
that vote are receiving subsidies themselves. So
farm subsidies for folks at the top are okay;
help feeding your child is somehow not.

I know the CBC, led by outstanding chair-
woman Marcia Fudge, fought hard to protect
those programs that keep so many children
from going hungry. And now we’re seeing an
extreme faction of these folks convincing their
leadership to threaten to shut down the Gov-
ernment if we don’t shut down the Affordable
Care Act. Some of them are actually willing to
see the United States default on its obligations
and plunge this country back into a painful re-
cession if they can’t deny the basic security of
health care to millions of Americans.

Now, I think this is an interesting thing to
ponder: that your top agenda is making sure 20
million people don’t have health insurance.
And you’d be willing to shut down the Govern-
ment and potentially default for the first time
in United States history because it bothers you
so much that we’re actually going to make sure
that everybody has affordable health care.

So let me say as clearly as I can: It is not go-
ing to happen. We have come too far. We’ve
overcome far darker threats than those. We
will not negotiate over whether or not America
should keep its word and meet its obligations.
We’re not going to allow anyone to inflict eco-
nomic pain on millions of our own people just
to make an ideological point. And those folks
are going to get some health care in this coun-
try; we’ve been waiting 50 years for it.

It’s time for these folks to stop governing by
crisis and start focusing on what really matters:
creating new jobs, growing our economy, ex-
panding opportunity for ourselves, looking af-
ter our children, doing something about the vi-
olence out there. As we’ve got all of these bat-
tles we have to face, we’ve got to remember
what brought us here in the first place.

And as I was preparing my speech for the
anniversary last month, I was doing some re-
search, reading some stories about people who
had come to the March 50 years ago, and I

1963, so he and two friends decided to
hike from Gadsden, Alabama, to the Ma
Washington. And together, they tr
through some of the most segregated co
in America, sleeping in bus terminals, 
from vending machines, sometimes not 
Sometimes, they walked. Sometimes, p
bys, Black and White, offered them ride
ried that they might not make it on their

Seven hundred miles later, the boy
Gadsden reached their destination. 
marched with Dr. King. And it left a m
them. And afterwards, Robert went back
to Alabama, and he’s now spent the las
decades on the Gadsden City Counci
Robert Avery is here tonight.

And in some ways, Robert’s story is du
ed all across this room. Dr. King talked
how we’re inextricably linked. Robert Ke
talked about how, if you toss a pebbl
pond, the ripples emanate from that c
And the same is true in our own live
those ripples of hope, we don’t know 
times how they’re going to have an imp
folks later, but all those tiny ripples bu
and end up changing the world.

So when I think about Robert Avery
city council—and I’m sure he’s got his
gles and frustrations just like a President
United States has struggles and frust
sometimes—but he’s still coming to wo
ery day. He’s still working to bring 
change every single day, just like our At
General comes to work every single da
like John Lewis every single day gets 
doesn’t matter whether he’s in the majo
the minority, he’s going to speak the
He’s going to tell everybody what he bel

And those stories should remind u
brought us here. Why did we seek a life o
lic service? Why did we get involved? It
just to come to a gala. [Laughter] I me
nice; everybody looks nice. [Laughter] 
wasn’t to cash in after service. We m
have hitchhiked across the country, but
body, at some point, we felt that same tu
same voice in our heads telling us: Sta
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speak out, try to make a difference, remember
what you know to be true, what you know to be

years here in Washington and then a whole lot
of years after that—I’m going to be marching
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just, what you know to be fair, and be willing to
fight for it, and don’t be timid about it. And
maybe sometimes, it’s not going to work out
right away, but if you stay at it again and again
and again and you do not waver, eventually we
make a difference. That’s important.

Because while all our challenges are different
from the ones faced by previous generations,
we’re going to need the same courage of a Rob-
ert Avery or a Bayard Rustin or a Joyce Ladner,
all those marchers from 50 years ago; the same
desire to get involved; the same courage to
make our voices heard, to stand up for—wheth-
er it’s quality health care or good education or
our children’s safety or equal opportunity.

We’re going to have to keep marching. And
I’m proud that I’ll be—at least for the next 3½

with you.
God bless you, everybody. Thank you

bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:09 p.m.
Walter E. Washington Convention Cen
his remarks, he referred to A. Shuanise 
ington, president and chief executive o
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation
W. Christine King Farris, sister of Dr. 
Luther King, Jr.; Deonta Howard, a 3-ye
boy who was wounded in the Septem
shooting at Cornell Square Park in Ch
IL; civil rights activist Joseph E. Lower
Joyce Ladner, senior fellow, Brookings I
tion.

Remarks at a Memorial Service for Victims of the Shooting at
Washington Navy Yard
September 22, 2013

Secretary Hagel, Secretary Mabus, Admirals
Greenert and Hilarides, Mayor Gray, leaders
from across this city and our Armed Forces, to
all the outstanding first responders, and most
of all, the families whose hearts have been bro-
ken: We cannot begin to comprehend your
loss. We know that no words we offer today are
equal to the magnitude, to the depths of that
loss. But we come together as a grateful nation
to honor your loved ones, to grieve with you,
and to offer, as best we can, some solace and
some comfort.

On the night that we lost Martin Luther
King, Jr., to a gunman’s bullet, Robert Kenne-
dy stood before a stunned and angry crowd in
Indianapolis, and he broke the terrible news.
And in the anguish of that moment, he turned
to the words of a ancient Greek poet, Aeschy-
lus: “Even in our sleep, pain which we cannot
forget falls drop by drop upon the heart until,
in our own despair, against our will, comes wis-
dom through the awful grace of God.” Pain
which cannot forget, drop by drop upon the
heart.

The tragedy and the pain that brings u
today is extraordinary. It is unique. Th
that were taken from us were unique
memories their loved ones carry are u
and they will carry them and endure lon
the news cameras are gone. But part o
wears on as well is the sense that this ha
pened before. Part of what wears on us
troubles us so deeply as we gather here
is how this senseless violence that took p
the Navy Yard echoes other recent trage

As President, I have now grieved wi
American communities ripped apart by
violence: Fort Hood, Tucson, Aurora, 
Hook, and now the Washington Navy
And these mass shootings occur against a
drop of daily tragedies, as an epidemic 
violence tears apart communities across 
ica, from the streets of Chicago to nei
hoods not far from here.

And so, once again, we remember our
Americans who were just going abou
day, doing their jobs, doing what they lo
this case, the unheralded work that kee
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country strong and our Navy the finest fleet in
the world—these patriots doing their work that

he knew in India for this land of opportunity
and raised a wonderful family and dedicated
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they were so proud of—and who have now
been taken away from us by unspeakable vio-
lence.

Once more, we come together to mourn the
lives of beauty and to comfort the wonderful
families who cherished them. Once more, we
pay tribute to all who rushed towards the dan-
ger, who risked their lives so others might live,
and who are in our prayers today, including Of-
ficer Scott Williams. Once more, our hearts are
broken. Once more, we ask why. Once more,
we seek strength and wisdom through God’s
grace.

You and your families, this Navy family, are
still in the early hour of your grief. And I’m
here today to say that there is nothing routine
about this tragedy. There is nothing routine
about your loss. Your loved ones will not be
forgotten. They will endure in the hearts of the
American people and in the hearts of the Navy
that they helped to keep strong and the hearts
of their coworkers and their friends and their
neighbors.

“I want them to know how she lived,” Jessica
Gaarde said of her mother Kathy. “She is not a
number or some statistic.” None of these 12
fellow Americans are statistics. Today I want
every American to see how these men and
women lived. You may have never met them,
but you know them. They’re your neighbors,
like Arthur Daniels, out there on the weekend,
polishing his white Crown Victoria, and Ken-
neth Proctor, with his beloved yellow Mustang,
who, if you asked, would fix your car too.

She was the friendly face at the store. Sylvia
Frasier, with her unforgettable gold hair, who
took a second job at Walmart because, she
said, she just loved working with people. She
was the diehard fan you sat next to at the game.
Kathy Gaarde loved her hockey and her Caps,
a season ticket holder for 25 years.

They were the volunteers who made your
community better: Frank Kohler, giving dic-
tionaries to every third-grader in his county;
Marty Bodrog, leading the children’s Bible
study at church. They lived the American
Dream, like Kisan Pandit, who left everything

himself to the United States Navy. The
proud veterans, like Gerald Read, who
the Army uniform for more than 25 yea
Michael Arnold, who became one of th
vy’s leading architects, of whom a col
said, “Nobody knew those ships like him

They were dedicated fathers, like
Ridgell, coaching his daughter’s softball 
joining Facebook just to keep up with hi
one of whom said, “He was always th
dad.” They were loving mothers, like
Frances Knight, devoted to her daughte
who had just recently watched with joy
older daughter got married. They were 
grandparents, like John Johnson, alway
ing, giving bear hugs to his 10 grandch
and who would have welcomed his 11th 
child this fall.

These are not statistics. They are th
that have been taken from us. This is ho
single act of violence can ripple. A husba
lost his wife. Wives have lost their hus
Sons and daughters have lost their mom
their dads. Little children have lost
grandparents. Hundreds in our comm
have lost a neighbor, and thousands her
lost a friend.

As has been mentioned, for one fami
Daniels family, old wounds are ripped
again. Priscilla has lost Arthur, her husb
30 years. Only a few years ago, as Mayo
indicated, another shooting took the 
their son, just 14 years old. “I can’t belie
is happening again,” Priscilla says.

So these families have endured a sha
tragedy. It ought to be a shock to us all a
tion and as a people. It ought to obsess
ought to lead to some sort of transform
That’s what happened in other countries
they experienced similar tragedies. I
United Kingdom, in Australia, when jus
gle mass shooting occurred in those cou
they understood that there was nothing
nary about this kind of carnage. They en
great heartbreak, but they also mobilize
they changed, and mass shootings bec
great rarity.
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And yet, here in the United States, after the
round-of-clock coverage on cable news, after

in troubled minds. But if we can prevent even
one tragedy like this, save even one life, spare
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the heartbreaking interviews with families, af-
ter all the speeches and all the punditry and all
the commentary, nothing happens. Alongside
the anguish of these American families, along-
side the accumulated outrage so many of us
feel, sometimes, I fear there’s a creeping resig-
nation that these tragedies are just somehow
the way it is, that this is somehow the new nor-
mal.

We can’t accept this. As Americans bound in
grief and love, we must insist here today, there
is nothing normal about innocent men and
women being gunned down where they work.
There is nothing normal about our children be-
ing gunned down in their classrooms. There is
nothing normal about children dying in our
streets from stray bullets.

No other advanced nation endures this kind
of violence, none. Here in America, the mur-
der rate is three times what it is in other devel-
oped nations. The murder rate with guns is ten
times what it is in other developed nations.
And there is nothing inevitable about it. It
comes about because of decisions we make or
fail to make. And it falls upon us to make it dif-
ferent.

Sometimes, it takes an unexpected voice to
break through, to help remind us what we
know to be true. And we heard one of those
voices last week. Dr. Janis Orlowski’s team at
MedStar Washington Hospital Center treated
the wounded. And in the midst of one of her
briefings, she spoke with heartbreaking hones-
ty as somebody who sees, daily and nightly, the
awful carnage of so much violence. We are a
great country, she said, but “there’s something
wrong.” All these shootings, all these victims,
she said, “this is not America.” “It is a challenge
to all of us,” she said, and “we have to work to-
gether to get rid of this.”

And that’s the wisdom we should be taking
away from this tragedy and so many others: not
accepting these shootings as inevitable, but
asking what can we do to prevent them from
happening again and again and again. I’ve said
before, we cannot stop every act of senseless
violence. We cannot know every evil that lurks

other families what these families are
through, surely we’ve got an obligation t

It’s true that each of the tragedies I’ve
tioned is different. And in this case, it’
we need to do a better job of securing ou
tary facilities, deciding who gets acc
them. And as Commander in Chief, I h
dered a review of procedures up and do
chain, and I know that Secretary Hagel i
ing aggressively on that. As a society, it’
we’ve got to do a better job of ensurin
those who need mental health care actua
it and that in those efforts, we don’t stig
those who need help. Those things are
and we’ve got to move to address them.

But we Americans are not an inhe
more violent people than folks in other
tries. We’re not inherently more prone to
tal health problems. The main differenc
sets our Nation apart, what makes us s
ceptible to so many mass shootings, is t
don’t do enough, we don’t take the basic
monsense actions to keep guns out 
hands of criminals and dangerous p
What’s different in America is, it’s easy
your hands on a gun. And a lot of us kno
But the politics are difficult, as we saw
this spring. And that’s sometimes whe
resignation comes from: the sense that o
itics are frozen and that nothing will cha

Well, I cannot accept that. I do not 
that we cannot find a commonsense w
preserve our traditions, including our
Second Amendment freedoms and the
of law-abiding gun owners, while at the
time reducing the gun violence that unl
so much mayhem on a regular basis. 
may not happen tomorrow, and it may no
pen next week, it may not happen next m
but it will happen. Because it’s the chan
we need, and it’s a change overwhel
supported by the majority of Americans.

By now, though, it should be clear th
change we need will not come from Wa
ton, even when tragedy strikes Washi
Change will come the only way it ev
come, and that’s from the American peo
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the question now is not whether, as Americans,
we care in moments of tragedy. Clearly, we

not come from tragedy alone or from some
sense of resignation in the fallibility of man.
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care. Our hearts are broken again. And we care
so deeply about these families. But the ques-
tion is, do we care enough?

Do we care enough to keep standing up for
the country that we know is possible, even if
it’s hard and even if it’s politically uncomfort-
able? Do we care enough to sustain the passion
and the pressure to make our communities saf-
er and our country safer? Do we care enough
to do everything we can to spare other families
the pain that is felt here today?

Our tears are not enough. Our words and
our prayers are not enough. If we really want
to honor these 12 men and women, if we really
want to be a country where we can go to work
and go to school and walk our streets free from
senseless violence, without so many lives being
stolen by a bullet from a gun, then we’re going
to have to change. We’re going to have to
change.

On Monday morning, these 12 men and
women woke up like they did every day. They
left home, and they headed off to work. And
Gerald Read’s wife Cathy said, “See you to-
night for dinner.” And John Johnson looked at
his wife Judy and said what he always said
whenever they parted: “Goodbye beautiful. I
love you so much.”

“Even in our sleep, pain which cannot forget
falls drop by drop upon the heart, until in our
own despair, against our will, comes wisdom
through the awful grace of God.”

What Robert Kennedy understood, what
Dr. King understood, what all our great leaders
have always understood, is that wisdom does

Wisdom comes through the recognitio
tragedies such as this are not inevitab
that we possess the ability to act and to c
and to spare others the pain that drop
our hearts. So in our grief, let us see
grace. Let us find that wisdom. And in
so, let us truly honor these 12 American
ots.

May God hold close the souls taken fr
and grant them eternal peace. May He c
and watch over these families. And ma
grant us the strength and wisdom to kee
our United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:18 p.m.
Marine Barracks Washington, DC. In 
marks, he referred to Vice Adm. Willi
Hilarides, USN, commander, Naval Se
tems Command; Mayor Vincent C. Gray
District of Columbia; Scott Williams, o
District of Columbia Police Departmen
was wounded in the September 16 sh
Lorton, VA, resident Mark Vandroff, col
of shooting victim Capt. Michael A
Heather Hunt and Megan and Maddi R
daughters of shooting victim Richard R
of Westminster, MD; Nicole Marie Knig
Danielle Renee Knight, daughters of sh
victim Mary Frances DeLorenzo-Kni
Reston, VA; and Janis Orlowski, chief m
officer and chief operating officer, M
Washington Hospital Center. The r
proclamation of September 16 is listed 
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Goodluck Jonathan of Nige
New York City
September 23, 2013

President Obama. Well, I appreciate very
much the opportunity to meet once again with
President Jonathan and his delegation. Obvi-
ously, Nigeria is one of the most powerful and
fastest growing countries in the world. I think
that’s testified by the fact that President Jona-

than is going to have the opportunity 
the bell at the New York Stock Exc
[Laughter] I think this signifies how imp
Nigeria is becoming in the global econom

We have a very strong relationship be
the United States and Nigeria. It’s n
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based on Government-to-Government rela-
tions, but also people-to-people relations. And

process of building capacity inside Nigeria to
deal with that terrorist threat, but doing so in a
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we have an outstanding Nigerian American
community here in the United States that is
making incredible contributions in every field
every single day.

President Jonathan has committed to build-
ing on the democratic process that we’ve seen
in Nigeria in the past. The last election that
brought President Jonathan to power was a
hallmark on the continent and in Nigeria in
terms of free and fair elections. And I know
that he is committed to making sure that the
elections in 2015 move in that same fashion.

We are going to be able to have an opportu-
nity to talk about the issues of energy and pow-
er. Nigeria is a major energy producer, but it’s
also an important energy consumer. And as
many of you know who were on the trip that I
took to Africa just recently, we are really fo-
cused on how we can help to bring electricity
and power generation throughout Africa, not
just in the big cities, but also in the rural areas.
And Nigeria is a potential partner in that pro-
cess.

We want to develop the human capital
throughout the continent and in Nigeria. And
that’s why I’m excited about the Young African
Leaders Initiative that is going to allow us to
have young African leaders from across the
continent, including Nigeria, here in the Unit-
ed States where they can interact with top
leaders here in our universities, our businesses,
and that will further strengthen the ties be-
tween our two countries.

And we’re going to have an opportunity to
discuss some significant challenges on the se-
curity front in Nigeria. In the northern regions
of Nigeria, we’ve seen the emergence of one of
the most vicious terrorist organizations in the
world, the Boko Haram. It presents an extraor-
dinary security challenge for the people of Ni-
geria, and we want to be cooperative in that

way that is consistent with human righ
cause we strongly believe that the best 
undermine the agenda of those who wo
violence is to make sure that governme
responsive to the needs of people and 
ing rule of law.

On that topic, let me just make on
point. I’ve had the opportunity to spea
President Kenyatta directly about the t
tragedy that’s happened in Nairobi, and 
providing all the cooperation that we can
deal with a situation that has captivat
world.

I want to express personally my condo
to not only President Kenyatta, who los
family members in the attack, but to th
nyan people. We stand with them again
terrible outrage that’s occurred. We wi
vide them with whatever law enforcemen
port that is necessary. And we are con
that Kenya, which has been a pillar of s
in Eastern Africa, will rebuild.

But this, I think, underscores the deg
which all of us as an international comm
have to stand against the kind of sensele
lence that these kinds of groups represen
the United States will continue to wor
the entire continent of Africa and arou
world to make sure that we are dism
these networks of destruction.

With that, Mr. President.

[At this point, President Jonathan ma
marks, and no transcript was provided.]

President Obama. Thank you. Than
very much, everybody. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:51 p.m.
Lyndon B. Johnson Suite of the Waldor
ria New York hotel. 

Remarks at a Roundtable Discussion on Civil Society in New York City
September 23, 2013

The President. Thank you very much, every-
body, for joining us here today. And I want to

offer a few brief remarks in terms of th
pose of this meeting. We’ve got a won
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panel here and some extraordinary representa-
tives: both heads of states, members of civil so-

ing leaders like me to account. And they’re
critical to economic development, because in
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ciety, people who have been working on these
issues for a very long time.

The focus today is on civil society, because
it’s my strong belief that the strength and suc-
cess of all countries and all regions depends in
part on protecting and supporting civil society.

I want to thank Deputy Secretary-General
Eliasson. I want to thank my good friend Presi-
dent Elbegdorj of Mongolia, representing the
Community of Democracies. I want to thank
Alejandro Gonzalez Arreola of Mexico, repre-
senting civil society members of the Open
Government Partnership. And I want to thank
all of you for joining us here today.

Human progress has always been propelled
at some level by what happens in civil society:
citizens coming together to insist that a better
life is possible, pushing their leaders to protect
the rights and the dignities of all people. And
that’s why the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights states that “everyone has the right to
freedom of peaceful assembly and association.”
This is not a Western value, this is a universal
right.

Civil society led the fight to end apartheid in
South Africa. It led the fight to bring freedom
to Eastern Europe. It helped to heal places di-
vided by conflict, whether in Cambodia or Co-
lombia. Here in the United States, civil society
has been the catalyst for virtually every major
advance that we’ve made, from the abolition of
slavery to women’s rights, civil rights, the pro-
tections of workers, and the protections of the
environment.

And yet, still today, in every region, we see
that the fight goes on. We have citizens who
are leading the charge to expand opportunity,
to correct injustices, to shape their countries’
futures. And it’s my belief that strong nations
recognize the values of active citizens. They
support and empower their citizens rather than
stand in their way, even when it’s inconve-
nient—or perhaps especially when it’s incon-
venient—for government leaders.

Strong civil societies help uphold human
rights. They promote good governance by
making governments more effective and hold-

our global economy, trade and inve
flows to countries that give citizens the
dom to create and develop new ideas an
are protected by rule of law.

So many countries, including those 
room, are working in partnership with c
cieties. From Mongolia to Mexico, T
Tanzania, governments and citizens are
ing together to improve the rule of law, 
wasteful spending, organize public cam
to strengthen health and education.

Unfortunately, though, what we’re al
ing is a growing number of countries th
passing laws designed specifically to stif
society. They are forcing groups to r
with governments, eroding human righ
tections, restricting NGOs from accessi
eign funding, cracking down on comm
tions technologies that connect civil 
groups around the globe. In more extrem
es, activists and journalists have been ar
on false charges, and some have been 
We’re also seeing new and fragile demo
cracking down on civil society, which I b
sets them back and sends a dangerous si
other countries.

So, in recent years, the internationa
munity has stepped up our support. Two
ago, some of you recall, we came toget
launch the Open Government Partners
promote transparent, effective, and ac
able institutions in partnership with civ
ety. Sixty countries and a broad coalition
il society and private sector partners
joined. The Community of Democra
working to take aim at restrictive law
Human Rights Council established th
Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Pe
Assembly and Association. And severa
ernments and foundations, including m
this room, contribute to a lifeline fu
emergency aid to civil society groups 
threat.

So I’ve made a point to meet with civ
ety worldwide. Virtually, every foreign tr
I take, I carve out time to meet with c
who are active on a whole range of issue
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in part, it’s to lift up the good work they’re do-
ing and affirm that the United States stands

we’ll make sure that this outstanding panel all
has an opportunity to make their contributions.
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behind their efforts. Nevertheless, we have to
recognize that the crackdown continues, and
we urgently need to do more to increase global
attention and spur global action. So that’s why
we’re here.

I’m challenging all of us to use the next 12
months to make progress in three key areas.
First, we have to identify specific steps that
countries, including the United States, can
take to make it easier for civil society to do its
job and to encourage governments to embrace
civil society groups as partners.

Number two, we need to do more to stand
against restrictions on civil society and better
coordinate our diplomacy when the govern-
ment tries to stifle civil society. I think it’s criti-
cal that the international community should be
working together to ensure that there are actu-
al consequences.

And number three, we have to find new and
better ways to support civil society in difficult
circumstances. Governments that restrict civil
society are sharing their worst practices. We’ve
got to make sure that we’re sharing our best
practices and doing all we can to help civil soci-
ety succeed.

Many of you know that I didn’t begin my ca-
reer in elective politics. I began working in
low-income communities in Chicago. I was
elected as President through the active partici-
pation of citizens. And so I know what active
citizens can do. And the United States, as one
of, I think, our most precious gifts, has been
trying to set an example of how active citizens
can make a country stronger, that makes us
deeply committed to protecting the rights of all
people who are contributing to our Nation’s
progress—or their nation’s progress.

And as other countries crack down, I believe
we’ve got to step up together: those of us in
this room, but a whole lot of people outside
this room as well.

So I’m going to be looking for specific ac-
tions, specific follow-up steps. And with that,
what I’d like to do is turn it over to the Deputy
Secretary-General for his remarks, and then

[At this point, Deputy Secretary-Gener
Eliasson of the United Nations made re
and no transcript was provided.]

The President. Thank you very much
I’d like to hear from Mr. Arreola.

[Alejandro Gonzalez Arreola, cofounde
director general of the Mexican civil soci
ganization GESOC, made remarks, a
transcript was provided.]

The President. Thank you very much
jandro. Next, I would like to turn to Pre
Elbegdorj, who has done outstanding w
his own country of Mongolia, but is also
senting the Community of Democracie
President.

[President Tsakhia Elbegdorj of Mongolia
remarks, and no transcript was provided

The President. Thank you very muc
President, for the outstanding state
Next, we’d ask the U.N. Special Rapp
on the Rights to Freedom of Assembly a
sociation, Maina Kiai, to deliver his br
marks. And obviously, Maina has his tho
as well, in his home country that has
through just a terrible terrorist attack ov
last several days. And I want to, once aga
press publicly my sympathy for what’s ha
ing there and pledging continued U.S. s
in response. 

[United Nations Special Rapporteur o
Rights to Freedom of Peaceful Assembly
Association Maina Kiai made remarks, a
transcript was provided.]

The President. Thank you, Maina. Ne
ask Khin Lay, a Burmese civil society a
to speak. And obviously, there’s enormo
nificance hearing from her given the tra
mation that’s beginning to take place i
ma—in Myanmar. It is not something 
complete yet, but I think it testifies to th
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er of civil society to bring about change, even
in some of the most difficult situations. So

And one of the things that I think all of us as
heads of state can do in supporting these ef-
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please, Khin. 

[Khin Lay, founder of the Burmese civil society
organization Triangle Women Support Group,
made remarks, and no transcript was provid-
ed.]

The President. Thank you. We have enough
time to take some brief comments or questions
from some of the civil society organizations
that are represented here today. There are two
in particular that I want to call on: First of all,
I’d like to hear from Otto Saki from Zimbabwe,
so that we can get a sense of the work that’s be-
ing done there. And then I’d like an opportuni-
ty to take a comment from Darren Walker of
the Ford Foundation, because the philan-
thropic community can play a very important
role in supporting civil society groups, and I
know that Ford is looking at ways in which it
can make an even greater commitment in the
future. So, Otto, let’s start with you.

[Otto Saki, former acting director of the Zim-
babwean civil society organization Zimbabwe
Lawyers for Human Rights, made remarks,
and no transcript was provided.]

The President. The—let me just comment
on a couple of points that you just made. 

Number one, it is true that many countries
that are trying to restrict civil society may pass
laws and then they’ll argue that they’re observ-
ing the law and civil society groups are not ob-
serving the law. But this is why I think devel-
oping institutional structures that constrain
what government can do is so important.

And you mentioned the trip that I took to
Africa. I have specifically met with the chief
justices from a number of countries, because
an independent judiciary that is properly func-
tioning and properly financed can serve as an
important protector of civil society. Unfortu-
nately, what we see in a lot of countries is, is
that the resources for a judiciary, for the prop-
er application of the laws are often significantly
compromised.

forts is make sure that when we look at o
programs, when we look at our diploma
forts, that we are not ignoring some of th
stitutional bodies that offer some measu
relief or potential protection for the civ
ety’s organizations that are taking place.
means, though, civil society activists h
think strategically about what is it that 
promoting. And if you have an environ
organization, a human rights organizati
economic cooperative, on the surface, th
sues may be different, but they’ll all have
terest potentially in fighting a registrati
in the country that makes it more diffic
them to operate.

And I think creating coalitions inside
countries that focus on laws that, acro
board, impact civil society rather than fo
on just a few set of narrow issues, I thi
make a difference as well. But I very mu
preciate your comments.

Now, one of the biggest challenge
we’re seeing when it comes to civil soc
the issue of financial support. Histo
we’ve seen support, including from insti
based here in the United States. That th
comes an excuse for governments wh
well, civil society is being funded by ou
and is in some fashion undermining our
eignty. And this is where I think philant
organizations can make an enormous im

And so I would be interested in h
Darren, the kinds of steps that you at Fo
some of the other philanthropies not ju
in the United States, but around the 
may be looking at.

Ford Foundation President Darren W
Thank you, Mr. President. And thank y
convening us. And thank you for your p
and your authentic leadership.

[Mr. Walker’s microphone malfunctioned

The President. Let’s get that mike wo
Do we have another one?
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[Mr. Walker was given a new microphone.]

The President. That was not an instance of

when we’re interacting with our colleagues
from other countries that may not have as
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censorship——
Mr. Walker. Thank you. Thank you. 
President Obama. ——simply a technical

difficulty.
Mr. Walker. Thank you very much.

[Mr. Walker made remarks, and no transcript
was provided.]

The President. Thank you. Let’s close out by
hearing from Douglas Rutzen, who is the chief
executive officer of the Center for Non-for-
Profit Law, who’s doing some outstanding
work. Doug.

[Douglas Rutzen, president and chief executive
officer of the International Center for Not-for-
Profit Law, made remarks, and no transcript
was provided.]

The President. Thank you. Well, first of all, I
want to thank all who spoke for their outstand-
ing contributions. Let me just make a few clos-
ing remarks.

Number one, the fact that I’m here, I think,
indicates the degree to which the United
States takes this very seriously. The work is
hard, and sometimes, you take a step back for
every two steps forward. Certainly, that was
the history here in the United States; Dr.
King’s been mentioned several times.

The restrictive laws that were put in place,
the challenges to funding from outside groups,
the threats and the intimidation and the vio-
lence and the jailings—these were all things
that the early civil rights movement here in the
United States went through. And yet, because
justice was on their side, they ultimately pre-
vailed.

And I have confidence that, in the words of
Dr. King, “the arc of the moral universe is
long, but it bends towards justice.” And it’s a
matter of us staying with it. And the United
States, as a matter of government policy,
stands behind civil society organizations.

Now, those of us who head up governments
in this room, I think we have to recognize that

much respect for civil society as we do, t
have a lot of business to transact and the
security issues and there are trade issu
there are energy issues. And I recently
with some civil society groups in Russia
was very honest with them. I said, as Pre
of the United States, I’ve got to take al
issues into account. I can’t only talk abo
society and human rights issues in a b
meeting; I’m going to have to talk a
whole range of things.

But what is also true is, me making a
ment that this is important, bringing it u
bilateral meeting makes a difference. I
other countries pause. It makes them 
on whether or not they are doing wha
should be doing. And so I would jus
those of us who have that capacity to mak
that this is on our agenda. It’s not th
agenda, but it is an important aspect 
agenda, and us bringing it up does make
ference.

I would also say that it’s important, as 
ready been noted, that we don’t just
strong pronouncements, but we also ha
tion behind it. And a number of specific
have already been mentioned: makin
that we’re sharing best practices effec
What Doug talked about in terms of gat
model laws, essentially, that then coul
power Otto and others who are in the f
say, this is what would help us in terms 
viding protections. That’s something ve
cific that we can do.

Making sure that we find ways to adeq
fund civil society groups in ways that a
easily characterized as being tools of the
ed States or Western powers, I think th
area where philanthropy can make a big
ence. And I’ve talked to my team abo
there ways in which we could internatio
funding for these efforts so that they’
easily caricatured?

I also think it’s going to be important
to continue to shine the spotlight on th
and publicize these issues in more ef
ways, particularly at a time when much
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efforts that we’ve heard about have to do with
restricting access to the Internet: Are there

ab Spring, and I think it’s a reminder that
things are not always a smooth path. But I want

 all be
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ways that we can use the Internet more effec-
tively to open up space rather than to see that
space closed?

So the instructions to my team and my Gov-
ernment are that we are going to put our full
support behind these efforts. What we want to
see is concrete outcomes, not just window-
dressing. We will continue to try to mobilize as
many countries as possible to get involved in
this process. And we do so because, ultimately,
we believe that governments that are represen-
tative and accountable to their people are go-
ing to be more peaceful, they’re going to be
more prosperous, they’re going to be better
partners for us. It is not just charity, it is some-
thing that we believe is in our national interests
and our security interests.

We’ve all observed, I think, some of the con-
vulsions that have been taking place in the Ar-

to affirm that over the long run, we will
better off if that small shopkeeper or tha
farmer or that young student or that di
person or that gay or lesbian person o
ethnic minority or that religious mino
they have a voice and their dignity is resp
That’s what will preserve our dignity, and
what will ensure our security over th
term.

That’s why we’re invested in this, tha
I’m very excited about all the work that
doing, and that’s why I want to say thank
all of you who participated. Okay?

All right. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:02 p.m.
Grand Ballroom of the New York Hilton
town hotel. 

Joint Statement on the Promotion and Protection of Civil Society
September 23, 2013

We, the governments of the United States,
Australia, Canada, Chile, Croatia, Czech Re-
public, Denmark, Estonia, Georgia, Ireland,
Japan, Libya, Lithuania, Mexico, Mongolia, the
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Slovakia, South
Korea, Sweden, Switzerland, Tunisia, and the
United Kingdom, taking note of the important
work of the Community of Democracies, the
Open Government Partnership, and the Life-
line Fund, met on September 23 along with
representatives of civil society, the philan-
thropic community, the private sector, and the
United Nations on the margins of the United
Nations General Assembly in New York. Our
purpose was to reinforce the central role of civ-
il society in working with governments to ad-
dress common challenges and to coordinate
action to promote and protect civil society in
the face of ongoing assault around the world.
We affirmed that the strength and vibrancy of
nations depend on an active civil society and
robust engagement between governments and
civil society to advance shared goals of peace,
prosperity, and the well-being of all people.

We noted our deep concern that many g
ments are restricting civil society and the
of freedom of association and expression
online and offline.

To combat this alarming trend, our g
ments committed to work together to re
to growing restrictions on civil society th
dermine its ability to perform its crucia
We will ensure effective coordination 
multiple efforts already underway towa
end, including through the U.N. syste
Community of Democracies, the Open
ernment Partnership, and Lifeline, and
mit to strengthen our support for these e
mechanisms. We will enhance our supp
the work of the U.N. Special Rapport
the rights to freedom of peaceful assemb
of association. We will lead by example 
mote laws, policy decisions, and practic
foster a positive space for civil society in
dance with international law, and oppose
lation and administrative measures th
pede efforts of civil society. We will und
joint diplomatic action whenever neces
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support civil society in countries where it is un-
der threat, and to defend the fundamental

We commit to gather again at the opening of
the 69th United Nations General Assembly to

ctives.
g year

nal re-
 being
senta-
mmu-
ments

ending

 verifi-
nt.

 cour-
 inter-
 those
ns can

, some
volved
l econ-
 worst
 years
thanks
ere to-
ancial
 once

s prog-
ll have
itizens
eed to

 a de-
80,000
nd the
r rela-
ay, all

 an in-
fghan-
isman-
 us on

ircum-
from a
1066

freedoms of association and peaceful assembly.
We will also work to develop new and inno-

vative ways of providing technical, financial,
and logistical support to promote and protect
the right of citizens and civil society to freely
associate, meaningfully engage with govern-
ment, and constructively participate in pro-
cesses to improve the well-being of their coun-
tries. Throughout all of these efforts, our na-
tions will continue to engage with representa-
tives of civil society to help us understand and
respond to the challenges they confront.

review our progress toward these obje
We will work in concert over the comin
to ensure a robust, effective internatio
sponse to the proliferation of restrictions
placed on civil society. We call on repre
tives of civil society, the philanthropic co
nity, the private sector, and other govern
to partner with us in supporting and def
civil society.

NOTE: An original was not available for
cation of the content of this joint stateme

Remarks to the United Nations General Assembly in New York City
September 24, 2013

Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General, fel-
low delegates, ladies and gentlemen: Each
year, we come together to reaffirm the found-
ing vision of this institution. For most of re-
corded history, individual aspirations were sub-
ject to the whims of tyrants and empires. Divi-
sions of race and religion and tribe were settled
through the sword and the clash of armies. The
idea that nations and peoples could come to-
gether in peace to solve their disputes and ad-
vance a common prosperity seemed unimagi-
nable.

It took the awful carnage of two world wars
to shift our thinking. The leaders who built the
United Nations were not naive; they did not
think this body could eradicate all wars. But in
the wake of millions dead and continents in
rubble, and with the development of nuclear
weapons that could annihilate a planet, they
understood that humanity could not survive
the course it was on. And so they gave us this
institution, believing that it could allow us to
resolve conflicts, enforce rules of behavior, and
build habits of cooperation that would grow
stronger over time.

Now, for decades, the United Nations has in
fact made a difference, from helping to eradi-
cate disease to educating children, to broker-
ing peace. But like every generation of leaders,
we face new and profound challenges, and this
body continues to be tested. The question is

whether we possess the wisdom and the
age, as nation-states and members of an
national community, to squarely meet
challenges, whether the United Natio
meet the tests of our time.

For much of my tenure as President
of our most urgent challenges have re
around an increasingly integrated globa
omy and our efforts to recover from the
economic crisis of our lifetime. Now, 5
after the global economy collapsed and 
to coordinated efforts by the countries h
day, jobs are being created, global fin
systems have stabilized, and people are
again being lifted out of poverty. But thi
ress is fragile and unequal, and we sti
work to do together to assure that our c
can access the opportunities that they n
thrive in the 21st century.

Together, we’ve also worked to end
cade of war. Five years ago, nearly 1
Americans were serving in harm’s way, a
war in Iraq was the dominant issue in ou
tionship with the rest of the world. Tod
of our troops have left Iraq. Next year,
ternational coalition will end its war in A
istan, having achieved its mission of d
tling the core of Al Qaida that attacked
9/11.

For the United States, these new c
stances have also meant shifting away 
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perpetual war footing. Beyond bringing our
troops home, we have limited the use of drones

their sectarian identity—Alawite and Sunni,
Christian and Kurd—and the situation spiraled
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so they target only those who pose a continu-
ing, imminent threat to the United States
where capture is not feasible and there is a
near certainty of no civilian casualties. We’re
transferring detainees to other countries and
trying terrorists in courts of law, while working
diligently to close the prison at Guantanamo
Bay. And just as we reviewed how we deploy
our extraordinary military capabilities in a way
that lives up to our ideals, we’ve begun to re-
view the way that we gather intelligence so that
we properly balance the legitimate security
concerns of our citizens and allies with the pri-
vacy concerns that all people share.

As a result of this work and cooperation with
allies and partners, the world is more stable
than it was 5 years ago. But even a glance at to-
day’s headlines indicates that dangers remain.
In Kenya, we’ve seen terrorists target innocent
civilians in a crowded shopping mall, and our
hearts go out to the families of those who have
been affected. In Pakistan, nearly 100 people
were recently killed by suicide bombers out-
side a church. In Iraq, killings and car bombs
continue to be a terrible part of life. And
meanwhile, Al Qaida has splintered into re-
gional networks and militias, which doesn’t
give them the capacity at this point to carry out
attacks like 9/11, but does pose serious threats
to governments and diplomats, businesses and
civilians, all across the globe.

Just as significantly, the convulsions in the
Middle East and North Africa have laid bare
deep divisions within societies, as an old order
is upended and people grapple with what
comes next. Peaceful movements have too of-
ten been answered by violence, from those re-
sisting change and from extremists trying to hi-
jack change. Sectarian conflict has reemerged.
And the potential spread of weapons of mass
destruction continues to cast a shadow over the
pursuit of peace.

Nowhere have we seen these trends con-
verge more powerfully than in Syria. There,
peaceful protests against an authoritarian re-
gime were met with repression and slaughter.
In the face of such carnage, many retreated to

into civil war. 
The international community reco

the stakes early on, but our response h
matched the scale of the challenge. Aid 
keep pace with the suffering of the wo
and displaced. A peace process is sti
America and others have worked to bols
moderate opposition, but extremist 
have still taken root to exploit the crisis. 
traditional allies have propped him up,
principles of sovereignty to shield his r
And on August 21, the regime used ch
weapons in an attack that killed mor
1,000 people, including hundreds of chil

Now, the crisis in Syria, and the desta
tion of the region, goes to the heart of b
challenges that the international comm
must now confront. How should we resp
conflicts in the Middle East and North
ca—conflicts between countries, but als
flicts within them? How do we addre
choice of standing callously by while ch
are subjected to nerve gas or embroilin
selves in someone else’s civil war? Wha
role of force in resolving disputes that th
the stability of the region and underm
basic standards of civilized conduct?
what’s the role of the United Nations a
ternational law in meeting cries for justic

Today I want to outline where the U
States of America stands on these issues
respect to Syria, we believe that as a s
point, the international community mu
force the ban on chemical weapons. W
stated my willingness to order a limited
against the Asad regime in response to th
zen use of chemical weapons, I did not
lightly. I did so because I believe it is in 
curity interest of the United States and
interests of the world to meaningfully e
a prohibition whose origins are older th
United Nations itself. The ban against t
of chemical weapons, even in war, ha
agreed to by 98 percent of humanity
strengthened by the searing memories 
diers suffocating in the trenches, 
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slaughtered in gas chambers, Iranians poi-
soned in the many tens of thousands.

and gassed children to death cannot regain the
legitimacy to lead a badly fractured country.
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The evidence is overwhelming that the Asad
regime used such weapons on August 21. U.N.
inspectors gave a clear accounting that ad-
vanced rockets fired large quantities of sarin
gas at civilians. These rockets were fired from a
regime-controlled neighborhood and landed in
opposition neighborhoods. It’s an insult to hu-
man reason—and to the legitimacy of this insti-
tution—to suggest that anyone other than the
regime carried out this attack.

Now, I know that in the immediate after-
math of the attack, there were those who ques-
tioned the legitimacy of even a limited strike in
the absence of a clear mandate from the Secu-
rity Council. But without a credible military
threat, the Security Council had demonstrated
no inclination to act at all. However, as I’ve dis-
cussed with President Putin for over a year,
most recently in St. Petersburg, my preference
has always been a diplomatic resolution to this
issue. And in the past several weeks, the Unit-
ed States, Russia, and our allies have reached
an agreement to place Syria’s chemical weap-
ons under international control and then to de-
stroy them.

The Syrian Government took a first step by
giving an accounting of its stockpiles. Now
there must be a strong Security Council resolu-
tion to verify that the Asad regime is keeping
its commitments, and there must be conse-
quences if they fail to do so. If we cannot agree
even on this, then it will show that the United
Nations is incapable of enforcing the most ba-
sic of international laws. On the other hand, if
we succeed, it will send a powerful message
that the use of chemical weapons has no place
in the 21st century and that this body means
what it says.

Now, agreement on chemical weapons
should energize a larger diplomatic effort to
reach a political settlement within Syria. I do
not believe that military action—by those with-
in Syria, or by external powers—can achieve a
lasting peace. Nor do I believe that America or
any nation should determine who will lead Syr-
ia; that is for the Syrian people to decide. Nev-
ertheless, a leader who slaughtered his citizens

The notion that Syria can somehow retu
prewar status quo is a fantasy.

So it’s time for Russia and Iran to 
that insisting on Asad’s rule will lead dire
the outcome that they fear: an increasing
lent space for extremists to operate. In
those of us who continue to support the
erate opposition must persuade them th
Syrian people cannot afford a collapse o
institutions and that a political settlemen
not be reached without addressing the
mate fears and concerns of Alawites and
minorities.

We are committed to working this p
track. And as we pursue a settlement, le
member, this is not a zero-sum end
We’re no longer in a cold war. There’s n
game to be won, nor does America have 
terest in Syria beyond the well-being of i
ple, the stability of its neighbors, the el
tion of chemical weapons, and ensuring
does not become a safe haven for terrori

I welcome the influence of all nation
can help bring about a peaceful resolu
Syria’s civil war. And as we move the G
process forward, I urge all nations here 
up to meet humanitarian needs in Syr
surrounding countries. America has com
over a billion dollars to this effort, and t
can announce that we will be providing 
ditional $340 million. No aid can take the
of a political resolution that gives the 
people the chance to rebuild their count
it can help desperate people to survive.

What broader conclusions can be 
from America’s policy towards Syria? I
there are those who have been frustra
our unwillingness to use our military m
depose Asad and believe that a failure to
indicates a weakening of American reso
the region. Others have suggested that m
ingness to direct even limited military 
to deter the further use of chemical w
shows we’ve learned nothing from Ira
that America continues to seek control o
Middle East for our own purposes. In th
the situation in Syria mirrors a contra
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that has persisted in the region for decades: the
United States is chastised for meddling in the

ests. We deeply believe it is in our interests to
see a Middle East and North Africa that is
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region, accused of having a hand in all manner
of conspiracy; at the same time, the United
States is blamed for failing to do enough to
solve the region’s problems and for showing in-
difference toward suffering Muslim popula-
tions.

I realize some of this is inevitable, given
America’s role in the world. But these contra-
dictory attitudes have a practical impact on the
American people’s support for our involve-
ment in the region and allow leaders in the re-
gion—as well as the international community
sometimes—to avoid addressing difficult prob-
lems themselves.

So let me take this opportunity to outline
what has been U.S. policy towards the Middle
East and North Africa and what will be my pol-
icy during the remainder of my Presidency.

The United States of America is prepared to
use all elements of our power, including mili-
tary force, to secure our core interests in the
region. We will confront external aggression
against our allies and partners, as we did in the
Gulf war.

We will ensure the free flow of energy from
the region to the world. Although America is
steadily reducing our own dependence on im-
ported oil, the world still depends on the re-
gion’s energy supply, and a severe disruption
could destabilize the entire global economy.

We will dismantle terrorist networks that
threaten our people. Wherever possible, we
will build the capacity of our partners, respect
the sovereignty of nations, and work to address
the root causes of terror. But when it’s neces-
sary to defend the United States against terror-
ist attack, we will take direct action.

And finally, we will not tolerate the develop-
ment or use of weapons of mass destruction.
Just as we consider the use of chemical weap-
ons in Syria to be a threat to our own national
security, we reject the development of nuclear
weapons that could trigger a nuclear arms race
in the region and undermine the global non-
proliferation regime.

Now, to say that these are America’s core in-
terests is not to say that they are our only inter-

peaceful and prosperous, and we’ll conti
promote democracy and human righ
open markets, because we believe these
tices achieve peace and prosperity. But
believe that we can rarely achieve these
tives through unilateral American actio
ticularly through military action. Iraq sh
that democracy cannot simply be impo
force. Rather, these objectives are
achieved when we partner with the in
tional community and with the countri
peoples of the region.

So what does this mean going forwa
the near term, America’s diplomatic effo
focus on two particular issues: Iran’s pur
nuclear weapons and the Arab-Israeli co
While these issues are not the cause of 
region’s problems, they have been a 
source of instability for far too long, and 
ing them can help serve as a foundatio
broader peace.

The United States and Iran have be
lated from one another since the Islamic
lution of 1979. This mistrust has deep
Iranians have long complained of a his
U.S. interference in their affairs and of A
ca’s role in overthrowing an Iranian G
ment during the cold war. On the other
Americans see an Iranian Government th
declared the United States an enemy a
rectly—or through proxies—taken Am
hostages, killed U.S. troops and civilian
threatened our ally Israel with destructio

I don’t believe this difficult history 
overcome overnight; the suspicions ru
deep. But I do believe that if we can r
the issue of Iran’s nuclear program, th
serve as a major step down a long road to
a different relationship, one based on m
interests and mutual respect.

Now, since I took office, I’ve made i
in letters to the Supreme Leader in Ira
more recently to President Rouhan
America prefers to resolve our concern
Iran’s nuclear program peacefully, althou
are determined to prevent Iran from de
ing a nuclear weapon. We are not s
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regime change, and we respect the right of the
Iranian people to access peaceful nuclear ener-

the United States will never compromise our
commitment to Israel’s security, nor our sup-
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gy. Instead, we insist that the Iranian Govern-
ment meet its responsibilities under the Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty and U.N. Secu-
rity Council resolutions.

Now, meanwhile, the Supreme Leader has
issued a fatwa against the development of nu-
clear weapons, and President Rouhani has just
recently reiterated that the Islamic Republic
will never develop a nuclear weapon.

So these statements made by our respective
governments should offer the basis for a mean-
ingful agreement. We should be able to
achieve a resolution that respects the rights of
the Iranian people, while giving the world con-
fidence that the Iranian program is peaceful.
But to succeed, conciliatory words will have to
be matched by actions that are transparent and
verifiable. After all, it’s the Iranian Govern-
ment’s choices that have led to the compre-
hensive sanctions that are currently in place.
And this not—this is not simply an issue be-
tween the United States and Iran. The world
has seen Iran evade its responsibilities in the
past and has an abiding interest in making sure
that Iran meets its obligations in the future.

But I want to be clear: We are encouraged
that President Rouhani received from the Irani-
an people a mandate to pursue a more moder-
ate course. And given President Rouhani’s stat-
ed commitment to reach an agreement, I am di-
recting John Kerry to pursue this effort with the
Iranian Government, in close cooperation with
the European Union, the United Kingdom,
France, Germany, Russia, and China.

The roadblocks may prove to be too great,
but I firmly believe the diplomatic path must
be tested. For while the status quo will only
deepen Iran’s isolation, Iran’s genuine com-
mitment to go down a different path will be
good for the region and the world and will help
the Iranian people meet their extraordinary
potential: in commerce and culture, in science
and education.

We are also determined to resolve a conflict
that goes back even further than our differenc-
es with Iran, and that is the conflict between
Palestinians and Israelis. I’ve made it clear that

port for its existence as a Jewish state. E
this year, in Jerusalem, I was inspired by
Israelis who stood up for the belief that
was necessary, just, and possible. And I b
there is a growing recognition within
that the occupation of the West Bank is t
at the democratic fabric of the Jewish
But the children of Israel have the right
in a world where the nations assembled
body fully recognize their country and 
we unequivocally reject those who fire r
at their homes or incite others to hate th

Likewise, the United States remains
mitted to the belief that the Palestinian 
have a right to live with security and dig
their own sovereign state. On the same
had the opportunity to meet with young
tinians in Ramallah whose ambition a
credible potential are matched by th
they feel in having no firm place in the
munity of nations. They are understa
cynical that real progress will ever be 
and they’re frustrated by their families 
ing the daily indignity of occupation. Bu
too, recognize that two states is the on
path to peace, because just as the Pale
people must not be displaced, the State o
el is here to stay.

So the time is now ripe for the entire
national community to get behind the p
of peace. Already, Israeli and Palestinian
ers have demonstrated a willingness t
significant political risks. President Abb
put aside efforts to short-cut the pur
peace and come to the negotiating table.
Minister Netanyahu has released Pale
prisoners and reaffirmed his commitme
Palestinian state. Current talks are focu
final status issues of borders and security
gees and Jerusalem.

So now the rest of us must be willing 
risks as well. Friends of Israel, includi
United States, must recognize that Isra
curity as a Jewish and democratic state d
on the realization of a Palestinian state, a
should say so clearly. Arab States, and
who have supported the Palestinians, mu
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ognize that stability will only be served through
a two-state solution and a secure Israel.

gency law and restrictions on the press and civ-
il society and opposition parties.
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All of us must recognize that peace will be a
powerful tool to defeat extremists throughout
the region and embolden those who are pre-
pared to build a better future. And moreover,
ties of trade and commerce between Israelis
and Arabs could be an engine of growth and
opportunity at a time when too many young
people in the region are languishing without
work. So let’s emerge from the familiar corners
of blame and prejudice. Let’s support Israeli
and Palestinian leaders who are prepared to
walk the difficult road to peace.

Now, real breakthroughs on these two is-
sues—Iran’s nuclear program, and Israeli-Pal-
estinian peace—would have a profound and
positive impact on the entire Middle East and
North Africa. But the current convulsions aris-
ing out of the Arab Spring remind us that a just
and lasting peace cannot be measured only by
agreements between nations. It must also be
measured by our ability to resolve conflict and
promote justice within nations. And by that
measure, it’s clear that all of us have a lot more
work to do.

When peaceful transitions began in Tunisia
and Egypt, the entire world was filled with
hope. And although the United States—like
others—was struck by the speed of transition,
and although we did not—and in fact could
not—dictate events, we chose to support those
who called for change. And we did so based on
the belief that while these transitions will be
hard and take time, societies based upon de-
mocracy and openness and the dignity of the
individual will ultimately be more stable, more
prosperous, and more peaceful.

Over the last few years, particularly in
Egypt, we’ve seen just how hard this transition
will be. Muhammad Mursi was democratically
elected, but proved unwilling or unable to gov-
ern in a way that was fully inclusive. The Inter-
im Government that replaced him responded
to the desires of millions of Egyptians who be-
lieved the revolution had taken a wrong turn,
but it, too, has made decisions inconsistent
with inclusive democracy, through an emer-

Of course, America has been attacked
sides of this internal conflict, simultan
accused of supporting the Muslim Br
hood and engineering their removal of 
In fact, the United States has purposely
ed choosing sides. Our overriding i
throughout these past few years has b
encourage a government that legitimat
flects the will of the Egyptian people an
ognizes true democracy as requiring a r
for minority rights and the rule of law, fr
of speech and assembly, and a strong civ
ety.

That remains our interest today. And 
ing forward, the United States will main
constructive relationship with the I
Government that promotes core interes
the Camp David accords and counter
ism. We’ll continue support in areas lik
cation that directly benefit the Egyptia
ple. But we have not proceeded with the
ery of certain military systems, and our s
will depend upon Egypt’s progress in pu
a more democratic path.

And our approach to Egypt reflects a
point: The United States will at times
with governments that do not meet, at l
our view, the highest international ex
tions, but who work with us on our core
ests. Nevertheless, we will not stop as
principles that are consistent with our 
whether that means opposing the use 
lence as a means of suppressing dissent o
porting the principles embodied in the U
sal Declaration of Human Rights.

We will reject the notion that these 
ples are simply Western exports, incom
with Islam or the Arab World. We believ
are the birthright of every person. And
we recognize that our influence will at tim
limited, although we will be wary of eff
impose democracy through military forc
although we will at times be accused of 
risy and inconsistency, we will be enga
the region for the long haul. For the har
of forging freedom and democracy is th
of a generation.
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And this includes efforts to resolve sectarian
tensions that continue to surface in places like

emerged more prosperous, more peaceful, and
more invested in upholding our common secu-
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Iraq, Bahrain, and Syria. We understand such
longstanding issues cannot be solved by outsid-
ers; they must be addressed by Muslim com-
munities themselves. But we’ve seen grinding
conflicts come to an end before, most recently
in Northern Ireland, where Catholics and Prot-
estants finally recognized that an endless cycle
of conflict was causing both communities to fall
behind a fast-moving world. And so we believe
those same sectarian conflicts can be overcome
in the Middle East and North Africa.

To summarize, the United States has a hard-
earned humility when it comes to our ability to
determine events inside other countries. The
notion of American empire may be useful pro-
paganda, but it isn’t borne out by America’s
current policy or by public opinion. Indeed, as
recent debates within the United States over
Syria clearly showed, the danger for the world
is not an America that is too eager to immerse
itself in the affairs of other countries or to take
on every problem in the region as its own. The
danger for the world is that the United States,
after a decade of war—rightly concerned about
issues back home, aware of the hostility that
our engagement in the region has engendered
throughout the Muslim world—may disen-
gage, creating a vacuum of leadership that no
other nation is ready to fill.

Now, I believe such disengagement would
be a mistake. I believe America must remain
engaged for our own security. But I also be-
lieve the world is better for it. Some may dis-
agree, but I believe America is exceptional, in
part because we have shown a willingness
through the sacrifice of blood and treasure to
stand up not only for our own narrow self-in-
terests, but for the interests of all.

I must be honest though. We’re far more
likely to invest our energy in those countries
that want to work with us, that invest in their
people instead of a corrupt few, that embrace a
vision of society where everyone can contrib-
ute: men and women; Shia or Sunni; Muslim,
Christian or Jew. Because from Europe to
Asia, from Africa to the Americas, nations that
have persevered on a democratic path have

rity and our common humanity. And I b
that the same will hold true for the Arab

And this leads me to a final point. The
be times when the breakdown of societie
great, the violence against civilians so su
tial, that the international community w
called upon to act. This will require new
ing and some very tough choices. Wh
United Nations was designed to preven
between states, increasingly we face th
lenge of preventing slaughter within 
And these challenges will grow mor
nounced as we are confronted with stat
are fragile or failing, places where horre
violence can put innocent men, wome
children at risk, with no hope of pro
from their national institutions.

I have made it clear that even when A
ca’s core interests are not directly threa
we stand ready to do our part to preven
atrocities and protect basic human righ
we cannot and should not bear that b
alone. In Mali, we supported both the F
intervention that successfully pushed b
Qaida and the African forces who are k
the peace. In Eastern Africa, we are w
with partners to bring the Lord’s Res
Army to an end. And in Libya, when the
rity Council provided a mandate to prot
vilians, America joined a coalition that to
tion. And because of what we did there, 
less lives were saved, and a tyrant could 
his way back to power.

I know that some now criticize the ac
Libya as an object lesson. They point 
problems that the country now confro
democratically elected Government stru
to provide security; armed groups, in
places extremists, ruling parts of a fra
land. And so these critics argue that any
vention to protect civilians is doomed 
“Look at Libya.” Now, no one is more m
of these problems than I am, for they re
in the death of four outstanding U.S. c
who were committed to the Libyan peop
cluding Ambassador Chris Stevens, a
whose courageous efforts helped save t
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of Benghazi. But does anyone truly believe that
the situation in Libya would be better if Qad-

ty and meet their basic needs, whether they
live in New York or Nairobi, in Peshawar or
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hafi had been allowed to kill, imprison, or bru-
talize his people into submission? It’s far more
likely that without international action, Libya
would now be engulfed in civil war and blood-
shed.

So we live in a world of imperfect choices.
Different nations will not agree on the need for
action in every instance, and the principle of
sovereignty is at the center of our international
order. But sovereignty cannot be a shield for
tyrants to commit wanton murder or an excuse
for the international community to turn a blind
eye. While we need to be modest in our belief
that we can remedy every evil, while we need
to be mindful that the world is full of unintend-
ed consequences, should we really accept the
notion that the world is powerless in the face of
a Rwanda or Srebrenica? If that’s the world
that people want to live in, they should say so
and reckon with the cold logic of mass graves.

But I believe we can embrace a different fu-
ture. And if we don’t want to choose between
inaction and war, we must get better—all of
us—at the policies that prevent the breakdown
of basic order: through respect for the respon-
sibilities of nations and the rights of individu-
als; through meaningful sanctions for those
who break the rules; through dogged diploma-
cy that resolves the root causes of conflict, not
merely its aftermath; through development as-
sistance that brings hope to the marginalized.
And yes, sometimes—although this will not be
enough—there are going to be moments
where the international community will need
to acknowledge that the multilateral use of mil-
itary force may be required to prevent the very
worst from occurring.

Ultimately, this is the international commu-
nity that America seeks, one where nations do
not covet the land or resources of other na-
tions, but one in which we carry out the found-
ing purpose of this institution and where we all
take responsibility; a world in which the rules
established out of the horrors of war can help
us resolve conflicts peacefully and prevent the
kinds of wars that our forefathers fought; a
world where human beings can live with digni-

Damascus.
These are extraordinary times, with e

dinary opportunities. Thanks to human
ress, a child born anywhere on Earth tod
do things today that 60 years ago woul
been out of reach for the mass of huma
saw this in Africa, where nations movi
yond conflict are now poised to take of
America is with them, partnering to fe
hungry and care for the sick and to brin
er to places off the grid.

I see it across the Pacific region, wher
dreds of millions have been lifted out of 
ty in a single generation. I see it in the f
young people everywhere who can acce
entire world with the click of a button an
are eager to join the cause of eradicati
treme poverty and combating climate c
starting businesses, expanding freedom
leaving behind the old ideological battles
past. That’s what’s happening in Asia an
ca. It’s happening in Europe and acro
Americas. That’s the future that the peo
the Middle East and North Africa dese
well, one where they can focus on oppor
instead of whether they’ll be killed 
pressed because of who they are or wha
believe.

Time and again, nations and people
shown our capacity to change: to live up
manity’s highest ideals, to choose our 
history. Last month, I stood where, 50
ago, Martin Luther King, Jr., told A
about his dream, at a time when many 
of my race could not even vote for Pre
Earlier this year, I stood in the small cell
Nelson Mandela endured decades cut of
his own people and the world. Who are
believe that today’s challenges cannot be
come, when we’ve seen what changes t
man spirit can bring? Who in this hall c
gue that the future belongs to those wh
to repress that spirit rather than thos
seek to liberate it?

I know what side of history I want 
United States of America to be on. 
ready to meet tomorrow’s challenges wi
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firm in the belief that all men and women are
in fact created equal, each individual pos-

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. at
United Nations Headquarters. In his remarks,
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sessed with a dignity and inalienable rights
that cannot be denied. That is why we look to
the future not with fear, but with hope. And
that’s why we remain convinced that this com-
munity of nations can deliver a more peaceful,
prosperous, and just world to the next genera-
tion.

Thank you very much.

he referred to President of the U.N. Gene
sembly John W. Ashe; President Bashar a
of Syria; Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali H
Khamenei of Iran; President Mahmoud
of the Palestinian Authority; Prime M
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel; former Pre
Muhammad Mursi of Egypt; and former
dent Nelson R. Mandela of South Africa.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Michel Sleiman of Leban
New York City
September 24, 2013

President Obama. It’s a great pleasure to
have the time to meet with President Sleiman
of Lebanon. He has shown extraordinary lead-
ership through a very challenging period for
not only Lebanon, but also for the region. I ap-
preciate his courage and determination to
maintain Lebanon’s unity and stability, and he
has the full support of the United States in his
efforts to uphold Lebanon’s sovereignty and
independence.

I commend the President’s efforts in insist-
ing that all parties in Lebanon refrain from en-
gaging in the Syrian conflict. The United States
strongly rejects Hizballah’s deep involvement
in the Syrian conflict, which, at this point, has
displaced millions of people and threatens to
destabilize the region. We are pleased that
there may be progress in getting rid of Syria’s
chemical weapons, which I think would be im-
portant for the security not only of the Syrian
people, but also for neighbors like Lebanon.
And we will continue, as I said in my speech
this morning, to press for a resolution of the
Syrian conflict so that the rights of all Syrians
are upheld, including Christians.

The Lebanese people have been tremen-
dously generous during this difficult period,
welcoming hundreds of thousands of refugees
from Syria into their homes and their villages.
The United States is providing over $254 mil-
lion in humanitarian assistance to assist refu-
gees in Lebanon in communities that are host-
ing them. And as you heard me say today, I

think it’s very important for the intern
community to step up to do even more.

The United States also strongly suppo
role of the Lebanese Armed Forces in
taining Lebanon’s stability. And today
announcing an additional $8.7 million th
provide needed equipment in support 
Lebanese Armed Forces’ internal stabil
border security missions.

So, Mr. President, thank you for your
efforts in maintaining unity and stabi
Lebanon. You should feel confident th
United States will work very hard not on
you, but also in encouraging the intern
community to provide the support that
non needs at this difficult time and to de
the spillover of the crisis in Syria. And
you for taking the time to meet with me 

President Sleiman. Thank you very mu
At the outset, I would like to thank

dent Obama for fixing this meeting, that
sider very important in this period that
non and the Middle East are going thro
is indeed a very difficult period and—b
Lebanon lives in between various conflic
crises that are now posing a threat to all 

First, we began with the Israeli co
which has led to the displacement of hu
of Palestinian refugees towards Lebano
today, we are facing the Syrian crisis, wh
so has led to the displacement of around
lion Syrians until now; they amount n
one-fourth of the Lebanese population.
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The United States of America has provided
continuous support to Lebanon. It has sup-

This political process has to be pursued in
Lebanon by putting into application the Baab-

 is the
 of the
ets out
all the
orking
all the

 Leba-

neces-
rt the
5-year
able it
he de-
itories

 which
 Leba-
se ac-
he ex-
he re-

 in the
egion,

e hope
 about
inning
lution

well as
untry.

ngoing
tween
e Pal-

 these
rehen-
ace, a
 Mid-
nce of
l reso-

egotia-
untries
ending
settle-
banon
fugees
Peace
ported the political process. It has supported
the Lebanese Armed Forces. And today we
have heard President Obama declare the allo-
cation of 8.7 additional million dollars for the
Lebanese Army, aside from the assistance pro-
vided by the United States to support the refu-
gees in order to enable us to host them and, of
course, the United States contribution to the
adoption of the Presidential declaration by the
Security Council on the 10th of July, which
constitutes a roadmap for the support of Leba-
non on all levels.

At the eve of the international meeting for
the International Support Group for Lebanon
scheduled for tomorrow, the 25th of Septem-
ber, we do hope that the United States will
have a great contribution to this meeting in or-
der to provide further political and economic
support for Lebanon, as well as support for the
Lebanese Armed Forces and the necessary
support to assimilate or to take in the Syrian
refugees.

Of course, taking in the Syrian refugees de-
pends on Lebanon’s sharing the financial bur-
dens of taking them in, as well as their numeral
burdens, through thinking of implicating or in-
volving the states in hosting some numbers of
these refugees. This, of course, requires to
consider how they can be relocated and hosted
in some safe zones inside Syria if further ten-
sion occurs and working also on returning
some of these refugees to Syria, to some safe
zones, through the international—the U.N. or-
ganizations. Of course, Syria has plenty of vast
spaces away from the conflict, which can allo-
cate—where they can be relocated. And here,
we have to mention that the area of Syria is 18
times that of Lebanon.

At the political level, the Lebanese Consti-
tution, which was based on the Taif Accord,
has settled—set up a safety net, a political safe-
ty net in Lebanon, which helped him to get
over all the crises. At this point of time, during
this period, we need an international escort
through an international safety net to spare us
all the repercussions of the crises and conflicts
going on around Lebanon.

da Declaration. The Baabda Declaration
agreement reached by all the members
National Dialogue Committee. And it s
not to interfere in the Syrian affairs by 
Lebanese parties. Of course, we are w
and striving in order to implement the—
provisions of this declaration by all the
nese parties.

On the other hand, we wish that the 
sary impetus would be given to suppo
Lebanese Armed Forces through the 
capabilities building plan in order to en
to undertake all its mission regarding t
fense exclusively of the Lebanese terr
and countering the terrorist operations
have reached out to all the world. And
non, of course, can be a victim of the
tions—terrorist actions—as a result of t
tension of extremism and terrorism in t
gion.

Of course, all these issues, they come
frame of the expected solutions in the r
and first of all, the solution for Syria. W
that the American-Russian agreement
the chemical weapons will mark the beg
of the process of finding a political so
that will ensure democracy in Syria as 
peace and security in this neighboring co

Of course, we have to talk about the o
negotiations, under U.S. patronage, be
the Palestinians and the Israelis about th
estinian-Israeli conflict. We hope that
negotiations will be a step towards comp
sive negotiations aiming at reaching pe
just and comprehensive solution for the
dle East according to the terms of refere
the Madrid Conference, the internationa
lutions, and the Arab Peace Initiative.

Of course, this negotiation—these n
tions, they affect the neighboring co
and especially Lebanon, which have a p
fight in this context that relates to the 
ment of the Palestinian refugees. Le
cannot accept the settlement of these re
on its territory, according to the Arab 
Initiative.
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In all cases, we hope that attention will be
given to the security of the Arab region. This

of these minorities not only by catering for
their physiological and security needs, but also
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region is characterized by cultural and civiliza-
tional diversity. It is the cradle of the divine re-
ligions, and we hope that it will be taken as a
strategic objective for peace in the Middle East
and in the world.

Of course, this can be done by facilitating
and preserving the presence of the constitu-
ents of these countries. I mean by that the civi-
lization constituents which are deeply rooted
in these countries. These are the minorities.
We have to preserve a free and active presence

by involving them in political activity 
country where they live, regardless o
numbers, but taking into account the c
tion that these minorities represent.

Thank you.
President Obama. Thank you, everybo

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:42 a
United Nations Headquarters. Presiden
man spoke in Arabic, and his remarks
translated by an interpreter.

Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon o
United Nations in New York City
September 24, 2013

Ladies and gentlemen, as is always the case
with these lunches, I exceeded my time this
morning, and so you’ve heard enough from
me. [Laughter] But as President of the host
country, I do simply want to say thank you to
all of you and express my appreciation for Sec-
retary Ban for his principled leadership as well
as the extraordinary hard work of his team.

Mr. Secretary-General, you continue to pro-
vide the moral vision that we seek from the
United Nations as well as a practical sense of
how we can achieve that vision. And so on be-
half of all of us, we want to say thank you very
much.

I also want to salute all who help sustain our
United Nations, often unseen and unheralded.
This includes the dedicated U.N. inspectors in
Damascus who set out into battlefield condi-
tions. They braved sniper fire. They worked
diligently with great professionalism. They un-
covered the truth, and they have the thanks of
the world. Meanwhile, we see thousands of
peacekeepers in blue helmets standing watch
around the world from Haiti to the D.R.C. to
Cyprus so that people in countries recovering
from conflict and strife can have the chance to
build a more hopeful life.

After the Yalta Conference, shortly 
the United Nations was founded, Pre
Roosevelt spoke of what it would ta
achieve a lasting and durable peace.
structure of world peace,” he said, “can
the work of one man or one party or o
tion. It cannot be an American peace or 
ish, a Russian, a French, or a Chinese pe
cannot be a peace of large nations or o
nations. It must be a peace which rests 
cooperative effort of the whole world.”
words are more true today than ever, w
it’s preventing the spread of deadly we
promoting democratic governance, or fi
daily battles against poverty and hung
deprivation. International peace, develop
and security will not be achieved by one
or one group of nations. It must be the w
all of us.

So I want to propose a toast to our ho
great friend, Secretary-General Ban, 
those here in New York and around the
who help sustain the United Nations, 
the spirit that we need: the cooperative
of the whole world. Cheers. Salud.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:37 p
United Nations Headquarters. 
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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Mahmoud Abbas of the
Palestinian Authority in New York City
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September 24, 2013

President Obama. I want to thank President
Abbas for this opportunity to speak to him
once again. The last time that we had an exten-
sive discussion was in Ramallah during my visit
to both Israel and the West Bank. And at that
time, I said to both sides that I remain deeply
committed and the United States remains
deeply committed to bringing about a just and
lasting peace to a conflict that has been going
on too long.

And I want to say that President Abbas, I
think, has consistently rejected violence, has
recognized the need for peace, and I’m grate-
ful to him for his efforts.

The position of the United States has been
clear. The border of Israel and Palestine
should be based on 1967’s lines, with mutually
agreed-to swaps, so that secure and recognized
borders are established for both states, with ro-
bust security provisions so that Israel retains
the ability to defend itself, by itself, against any
threats.

And I am very pleased that President Abbas
has been willing to enter into a negotiation. Sit-
ting directly at the table, we’ve seen Palestin-
ian and Israeli representatives discuss some of
the most difficult issues that have been road-
blocks to peace for too long.

None of us are under any illusion that this
would be easy. As I said in my speech this
morning, it has already entailed significant po-
litical risk by President Abbas, as well as Prime
Minister Netanyahu. But I think the reason
that they’ve been willing to take those risks is,
they realize this is the best way—the only
way—for us to achieve what should be our
goal: two states living side by side in peace and
security. It’s right for Palestinian children. It’s
right for Israeli children.

And having leaders who are willing to look
out into the future and take risks on behalf of
that better history is something that the United
States intends to support as strongly as possi-
ble. And I’m urging all my counterparts, heads

of state here at the United Nations, to s
this effort as well.

Last point I would make: The Pale
Authority has been a critical mechanism
prove governance and increase transpare
the West Bank. Obviously, the Palestini
thority operates under significant cons
including resource constraints. But we
it’s very important that we continue to s
efforts that have been made by the Aut
for example, to improve internal securi
professionalize security forces inside th
thority. And that, I think, lays also an imp
foundation for the kind of economic de
ment and governance that will be critical
independent Palestinian state.

So, Mr. President, thank you for taki
time to be with me here today. And I lo
ward to our discussions.

President Abbas. Thank you very muc
President, for hosting us here and agree
meet with us to discuss very critical issu
lated to the peace process in the Middle

And we still—and our people still—re
ber very proudly the historical visit th
paid to the Palestinian Territories, after
we launched peace negotiations with you
port and help, and also with the involvem
Mr. Kerry. 

And we appreciate all the support th
U.S. is extending to the Palestinian peo
build the state—the institutions of the 
Palestinian state, which, hopefully, will m
alize very soon with your support and c
ued assistance.

And as we have said in the past—and 
continue to reiterate—that we are fully
mitted to the peace process so that w
reach a final settlement that ultimate
lead to the creation of an independent
tinian state that would live side by s
peace and security with Israel.

And as you have indicated, Mr. Pre
we have no illusions that peace will be e
simple. And we have to overcome 
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difficulties, but we realize that peace in the
Middle East is not just important for the Pales-

President Obama. Thank you, my friend.
Thank you, everybody.
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tinians and the Israelis, it’s important for the
entire region and the world.

We appreciate your support for the continu-
ation of the negotiations, and we will exert ev-
ery effort possible to make sure that they will
succeed and to take advantage of this historical
opportunity. We understand there would be
difficulties, but we will do our utmost best to
overcome them.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:06 p.m.
Security Council Consultation Room at U
Nations Headquarters. In his remarks, 
ferred to Prime Minister Benjamin Neta
of Israel. President Abbas referred to Sec
of State John F. Kerry. President Abbas
in Arabic, and his remarks were transla
an interpreter.

Remarks at the Clinton Global Initiative Health Care Forum in New 
City
September 24, 2013

Former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton. Good afternoon, everyone. Well,
thank you. Thank you very much. I have the
great pleasure to introduce our next two speak-
ers, who are about to have a conversation con-
cerning health care. And I thought hard about
how to introduce these two men. [Laughter]

And the more I thought about it, the more I
realized how much they have in common.
They are both left handed. [Laughter] They
both love golf, a game that does not often re-
ciprocate the love they put into it. [Laughter]
They both are fanatic sports fans and go to
great lengths to be in front of the TV or on the
side of the court or the field. They both are
master politicians. Each of them has only lost
one election. They are both Democrats. They
have fabulous daughters. They each married
far above themselves. [Laughter] And they
each love our country.

And so please join me in welcoming number
42 and number 44, Bill Clinton and President
Barack Obama.

President Obama. Mr. President. [Laughter]
Former President William J. Clinton. Are

you interviewing me? You——
President Obama. That would be bad. I’ve

been talking a lot today.
Former President Clinton. I want to thank

you for giving Hillary a job. That was a good
thing you did. [Laughter] Thank you for com-
ing.

President Obama. Well, it is wonderfu
back. And let me start just by saying to 
people who have for years now support
incredible efforts of CGI, thank you. B
wherever we travel, all across the globe, 
the impact that it’s making every sing
And we’re very proud of what you all do

And let me say that we still miss our 
Secretary of State. And I should ad
there’s nothing she said that was not tru
ticularly the part about us marryin
[Laughter]

Former President Clinton. Well, that 
me to my first health care comment. Thi
ing to be a conversation about domestic a
ternational health, and America’s role in
I want to begin by telling you that I thi
First Lady has done a great job in thi
against childhood obesity.

We have been honored at our founda
be asked to represent her effort in 
schools where we’ve lowered the calo
drinks being served in schools by 90 pe
But she’s been great on that. The other t
think, is that I was a little upset—and 
know, called one of your administration
bers when you got to Africa—when I r
article that said that you didn’t have a b
tiative in Africa. And I said—I can’t say 
what I said—[laughter]—but I said, tha
accurate. [Laughter] That’s the sanitize
sion of what I said. [Laughter]
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Because when the President took office, our
programs—begun under President Bush, PEP-

body else. And so when we talk about, for ex-
ample, our deficit—you know this better than
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FAR—was giving antiretroviral medicine to 1.7
million people. Because of an agreement that I
made with President Bush to use generic drugs
that were approved by the FDA, about half our
drugs were being purchased in that way. Under
President Obama, we’ve gone to 99 percent.
We are treating more than 5.1 million people,
three times as many for less money.

That is a stunning legacy—so that more
money has been put into malaria medicine,
bed nets, so you saved a lot of money and saved
more lives while doing it. And I’m very proud
of that. And I want to thank you for it. It’s im-
portant.

I—now, maybe at the end of this conversa-
tion we can get back to some of your current
global health initiatives. But let’s talk a little
about the health care law, because we’re about
to begin, on October the 1st, open enrollment
for 6 months. And I’d like to give you a chance,
first of all, to tell them why—when you took of-
fice, we were teetering on the brink of a de-
pression. You had to avert it. You had to start
the recovery again. Why in the midst of all this
grief did you also take on this complex issue?
Many people were saying, why didn’t he just
focus on the economy and leave this alone? So
tell us why you did it.

President Obama. Well, first of all, I think
it’s important to remember that health care is
the economy, a massive part of our economy.
And so the idea that somehow we can separate
out the two is a fallacy.

Second of all, the effort for us to deal with a
multifaceted health care crisis has been going
on for decades. And the person who just intro-
duced us, as well as you, early in your Presi-
dency, had as much to do with helping to shape
the conversation as anybody.

The fact is that we have been, up until re-
cently, the only advanced industrialized nation
on Earth that permits large numbers of its peo-
ple to languish without health insurance. Not
only is there the cruelty of people who are un-
able to get health insurance having to use the
emergency room as their doctor or their health
service, but we’re also more efficient than any-

anybody—the reason that we have no
current deficits, but also projected lon
deficits, the structural deficit that we h
primarily based on the fact that we h
hugely inefficient, wildly expensive healt
system that does not produce better outc

And if we spent the same amount of 
on health care that Canada or France or
Britain did, or Japan, or any other indu
ized country, with the same outcomes or
outcomes, that essentially would remo
structural deficit, which would then fr
dollars for us to invest in early childhoo
cation and infrastructure and medical re
and all the other things that can make su
we’re competitive and growing rapidly ov
long term.

So my view when I came into offic
we’ve got an immediate crisis, we’ve got
the economy growing. But what we als
to do is to start tackling some of these str
al problems that had been building 
years. And one of the biggest structural
lems was health care. It’s what accounts 
deficit. It’s what accounts for our de
causes pain and misery to millions of peo
across the country. It is a huge burden 
businesses.

I was out at a Ford plant out in Miss
and making the F series out there, and t
big stamping plant. Ford is now the b
seller in the United States. We took th
back from the Japanese automakers. B
are still burdened by the fact that ever
automobile that is manufactured requ
couple of thousand dollars in added heal
costs that our foreign competitors don’t h
pay.

So this is—has everything to do wi
economy, in addition to what I conside
the moral imperative that a mom shou
have to go bankrupt if her son or daught
sick, that a family who’s dealing with a
and is already struggling to pay th
shouldn’t also be wondering whether 
one illness away from losing their home.
think most Americans agree with that.
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Former President Clinton. So, first of all,
folks, for those of you who are from the United

When we passed the Affordable Care Act,
there were a number of components to it. A
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States, I—that’s about as good an overview as
you’re ever going to hear of what this economic
issue is. But you remember the President said
our structural deficit would disappear if we had
a comparable health care system in terms of
cost to the French and Germans that are con-
sistently rated the highest? It’s about a trillion
dollars a year, and somewhere around 44 per-
cent of that money is Government-funded
money. So you just run the numbers. Think—
over half of our deficit has already disappeared
because of economic growth and the revenues
you raised and the spending we cut. And you
pretty much get rid of the rest of it if we just
had a comparably expensive system to any oth-
er country.

Before you took office, we lost a car compa-
ny that wanted to locate in Michigan that went
instead to Canada, and they announced—they
said, look, we’re a car company that provides
health care benefits to our employees, we’re
not a health care company that sells cars to
cover our bills. We have to go to Canada. So I
think this is—and it was one of the few compa-
nies willing to go on record and say this. So
thank you for doing it.

So let’s talk about this. What does this open
enrollment mean? How are people going to get
involved? When you have universal enroll-
ment, you can manage your costs better and
cut inflation down.

I’ll give the President a chance to talk about
all the good stuff that’s happened, but I just
want you to know one thing. In the last 3 years,
just as we started doing this, inflation in health
care costs has dropped to 4 percent for 3 years
in a row for the first time in 50 years. Fifty
years. For the—before that, the costs were go-
ing up at three times the rate of inflation for a
decade.

So now what? What are you going to do on
October 1? Tell them how this has got to work.

President Obama. Well, let me give folks
just a little bit of background about what’s al-
ready in place and then what happens on Octo-
ber 1.

big part of it was essentially providing
tient’s Bill of Rights that Americans and
cates had been fighting for for decad
what we wanted to do was make sure if 
ready have health insurance that you ge
deal, that you’re being treated well by y
surers.

So we eliminated—prohibited ins
companies from imposing lifetime 
which oftentimes if a family member rea
sick, they thought they were covered un
denly, they hit that limit and now they
hundreds of thousands of dollars with n
of paying.

We said to insurance companies, you
to use at least 80 percent of your premiu
you’re receiving on actual health care, 
administrative costs and CEO bonuses. 
you don’t, you’ve got to rebate anythin
you spent back to the consumer. So the
millions of Americans who have receiv
bates. They may not know that they got
cause of the Affordable Care Act, or quo
quote, “Obamacare,” but I—but they’re
happy to get those rebates back, beca
made sure that the insurance companie
treating folks fairly.

We said that any young person who d
have health insurance can stay on their p
health insurance until they’re 26 years ol
as a consequence, what we’ve seen is s
the rate of uninsured for young people
ping over the last 3 years since the bill 
and obviously providing a lot of relief to 
parents out there. Because a lot of youn
ple, as they’ve been entering into the jo
ket at a time when jobs are tough to get a
tentimes benefits are slim, this is pro
enormous security until they get more
established in the labor market.

We provided additional discounts fo
scription drugs for seniors under the Me
program. And so seniors have saved bill
dollars when it comes to their presc
drugs.

So there have been, over the last 3 y
whole array of consumer protections an
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ings for consumers that result directly from the
law that we passed. And for those who say that

that a big company does when they’re negotiat-
ing with the insurance company. 
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they want to repeal it, typically when you ask
them about, what would all these various bene-
fits—they say, well, that one is good, and that
one is pretty good, and we’d keep that. And
you pretty much go down the list, and there’s
not too much people object to.

You will recall also at the time that part of
the way that we paid for the health care bill
was, we said Medicare is wasting a lot of mon-
ey without making seniors healthier. And there
was a lot of hue and cry about how we were
taking money out of Medicare. Well, it turns
out that we were right: that we could change
how doctors and hospitals and providers were
operating, rewarding them for outcomes, as
opposed to simply how many procedures that
they did. You started seeing practices change
among millions of providers across the country.
Medicare rates have actually slowed in terms
of inflation. Seniors have saved money. Folks
are healthier. And some of those savings we’ve
been able to use to make sure that people who
don’t have health insurance get health insur-
ance.

Now, this brings me to October 1. The one
part of the Affordable Care Act that required
several years to set up, but a critical part, was
how do we provide health insurance for indi-
viduals who don’t get health insurance through
the job? It’s a historical accident that in this
country, health care is attached to employers.
And part of the problem is, if you’re out there
shopping for health insurance on your own,
you’re not part of a big pool, well, there’s no
aggregation of risk taking place for the insur-
ers. So they’re basically going to say, let’s see,
you’re 50 years old. You got high blood pres-
sure. And we just look at the actuarial tables,
and we figure you’re going to get sick, so we’re
going to charge you $1,500 a month for health
insurance, which the average person has no
way of affording. Because there’s no pooling of
risk.

So what we said was, we need to set up a
mechanism to pool people who currently don’t
have health insurance so that they have the
same purchasing power, the same leverage,

And essentially, what we’ve done is,
created what we’re calling marketplaces
ery State across the country where cons
are now able to be part of a big pool. In
have to bid—essentially compete—fo
business of that pool. And what we now
set up are these marketplaces that p
high-quality health care at affordable 
giving people choices so that they can g
health insurance that they need and they
And the premiums are significantly lowe
what they were able to previously get.

I’ll take the example of New York Stat
insurers put in their bids to participate in
marketplaces. It turns out that their ra
up to 50-percent lower than what was av
previously if you just went on the open m
and you tried to get health insurance
percent lower in this State. Californ
about 33-percent lower. In my home S
Illinois—they just announced—it’s abo
percent lower.

So just by pooling and creating comp
so that insurers have to go after people’
ness the way they go after a group pl
have drastically reduced premiums and
On top of that, what we’re now doing is
saying, if with the better deal that you g
still can’t afford it, we’re going to give y
credits to essentially subsidize your pu
of health insurance.

And here’s the net result. We’ll be co
ing to roll out what the actual prices are
to end up being, but I can tell you righ
that in many States across the coun
you’re, say, a 27-year-old young woman
have health insurance, you get on th
change, you’re going to be able to pu
high-quality health insurance for less th
cost of your cell phone bill. And because
insurers who participate are required 
example, provide free preventive care
contraceptive care, that young woma
may make up what she’s spending on 
ums just on her monthly use of health ca

So this is going to be a good deal for
who don’t have health insurance. Thos
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already have health insurance get better health
insurance. And the best part of the whole thing

our pool, so those costs and those risks get
spread. That’s what insurance is all about.
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is, because of these changes we initiated in
terms of how we’re paying providers, health
care costs have grown, as you’ve pointed out,
Mr. President, at the slowest rate in 50 years.
We are bending the cost curve and getting at
the problems that are creating our deficits in
Medicare and Medicaid.

Former President Clinton. I should point
out that, so far, in most States, one of the good
things that at least I didn’t know whether it
would happen is that when we began this in
the United States, more than 80 percent of the
American States had only one or two compa-
nies writing health insurance who had more
than 80 percent of the market. So there was, in
effect, no price competition. So what I was ter-
rified of was, we’d open these things, and there
would only be one company show up and bid,
and this whole thing, we’d be having an aca-
demic conversation. Instead, it’s actually led to
the establishment of more companies doing
more bidding.

And I think part of it is, they have greater
confidence that they can deliver health care at
a more modest cost. So, so far, it’s good. But I
think it’s important for you to the tell the peo-
ple why we’re doing all this outreach, because
this only works, for example, if young people
show up. And even if they buy the cheapest
plan, then they claim their tax credits, so it
won’t cost them much, 100 bucks a month or
so. We’ve got to have them in the pools, be-
cause otherwise, all these projected low costs
cannot be held if older people with preexisting
conditions are disproportionately represented
in any given State. You’ve got to have every-
body lined up.

So explain what kind of—all the work you’ve
been doing on the outreach for the opening on
October.

President Obama. Well, I think President
Clinton makes a really important point. And
the way pools work, any pool, is essentially
those of us who are healthy subsidize some-
body who is sick at any given time. We do that
because we anticipate, well, at some point we’ll
get sick, and we hope the healthy person is in

And what happens is, if you don’t have
that are a cross-section of society, then 
who are already sick or more likely to ge
they’ll all rush out and buy insurance. 
who are healthy, they say, you know w
won’t bother. And you get what’s call
verse selection. Essentially, what happen
that the premiums start going higher and
er because the risks aren’t spread b
enough across the population.

So you want to get a good cross-sec
every pool. That’s why big companies h
easier time getting good rates for their em
ees than small companies, because if yo
have five employees, one person is st
with breast cancer, let’s say, your rates 
tially shoot up. But if it’s a thousand em
ees, then it gets spread out.

So, on October 1, open enrollment b
All these folks can start signing up for th
ketplace. And what we want to make su
that everybody, in every category, eve
group, understands why health insurance
portant, understands why they should si
understands the choices that are going
available to them. They’re going to be a
go to a computer, tap on the web pag
they’re going to be able to shop just li
shop for an airline ticket or a flat-scre
and see what’s the best price for you, 
the plan that’s best suited for you, a
ahead and sign up right there and then.

And that open enrollment period w
from October 1 until the end of March, 
there will be 6 months for folks to si
Normally, this would be pretty straightfo
A lot of people don’t have health insura
lot of people realize they should get hea
surance. But let’s face it, it’s been a little
cal, this whole Obamacare thing. [Lau
And so what you’ve had is an unpreced
effort that you’ve seen ramp up over t
month or so in which those who have op
the idea of universal health care in th
place and have fought this thing tooth a
through Congress and through the cour
so forth are—have been trying to scare a
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courage people from getting a good deal. And
some of you may have seen some of the com-

And so part of our goal here is just to make
sure people have good information. And there
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And the main message we have—and we’re

using social media, we’re talking to churches,
we’re talking to various civic groups—and what
we’re saying to people is, look, just go to the
website yourself. Go to healthcare.gov, take a
look at whether this is a good deal or not, make
your own decision about whether this is good
for you. Because what we are confident about
is that when people look and see that they can
get high-quality, affordable health care for less
than their cell phone bill, they’re going to sign
up. They are going to sign up.

And part of what, I think, the resistance that
we’ve seen ramp up particularly over the last
couple of months is all about is the opponents
of health care reform know they’re going to
sign up. In fact, one of the major opponents,
when asked, well, why is it that you’d potential-
ly shut down the Government at this point just
to block Obamacare, he basically fessed up. He
said, well, once consumers get hooked on hav-
ing health insurance and subsidies, then they
won’t want to give it up. [Laughter] I mean,
that’s—you can look at the transcript. This is
one of the major opponents of health care re-
form. It is an odd logic. Essentially, they’re say-
ing people will like this thing too much, and
then it will be really hard to roll back.

So it is very important that people just know
what’s out there, what’s available to them, and
let people make up their own minds as to
whether it makes sense or not.

Now, one last thing I want to say, because I
do think sometimes—people come up to me,
and they say, well, if this is such a good deal,
how come the polls show that it’s not popular?
Well, one of the things you and I both know is
that when you come to health care, there’s no
more personal and intimate decision for peo-
ple. I mean, this is something that people really
care about. And frankly, the devil you know is
always the better—better than the devil you
don’t know. And that’s what “Harry and Lou-
ise” was all about back in the nineties, right? It
was scaring people with the prospect of
change.

has been billions of dollars spent makin
ple scared and worried about this stuf
rather than trying to disabuse people of
single bit of misinformation that’s bee
there, what we’re saying is just look for
self. Take a look at it, and you will discov
this is a good deal for you.

Former President Clinton. Well, let’s
of all, I completely agree with that. I
what—we’ve got to just drive people 
websites. The States that are participa
the Supreme Court decision would—u
the health care law said that States didn
to set up these marketplaces if they didn
to, but if they didn’t the Federal Gover
would set it up. They also said that 
didn’t have to expand Medicaid cover
help people whose incomes are up to 13
cent of the Federal poverty level buy hea
surance.

There are some States, believe it or no
want the marketplace, but don’t want the
icaid. And that’s going to lead to a cruel
and there’s nothing the President can d
it’s not his fault. That’s what the Su
Court said. So we can have this bizarre
tion where, let’s say, a business with 6
ployees can—or an individual going in
individual market will get the benefit 
credits for everybody with incomes of 13
cent of the Federal poverty level or abo
they won’t get it for people who are be
100 and 138 percent. So lower income 
who desperately need the health insuran
would have the cruelest of all situati
those States. And there’s nothing the Pre
can do about it because of the Supreme
decision. So we have to persuade the St
come on. But more and more States wi
publican Governors, Republican legisl
are doing it.

President Obama. Well——
Former President Clinton. Tell them

Arkansas, because we’re doing well 
there. [Laughter]

President Obama. No, no, no. A little 
town bias here, there’s nothing wron
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that. [Laughter] A couple of things that are
happening that I think are very interesting.

goes up, and he starts looking at the rates and
decides he’s going to sign up. And he turns to
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First of all, look, I’m sympathetic to some of
these Republican Governors who are under a
lot of pressure because the whole issue of
whether you’re for Obamacare or not has be-
come a litmus test in the other party. So some
of them, politically have—it’s been tough;
sometimes, State legislatures that refuse to al-
low Governors to go ahead and implement.

But as you indicated, what we’ve seen is that
when Republican Governors take a look at the
deal they’re getting where, in addition to these
exchanges, we’re also providing a much more
significant match, much more Federal money
to provide health insurance—from the State’s
perspective, they’re not paying; the Federal
Government is picking up the tab—and this is
helping them because people are no longer go-
ing to the emergency room and they now have
good health care, they’re now getting preven-
tive care. You’re seeing some Republican Gov-
ernors step up and saying, I may not like
Obamacare, but I’m going to go ahead and
make sure that my people are benefiting from
this plan. So that’s one good thing that’s hap-
pening.

The second thing that’s happening is, there
are a couple of States—Arkansas is a good ex-
ample; Kentucky is another good example; Ida-
ho, interesting example—now, these are States
where I just got beat. I mean, I do not have a
big constituency in these States. [Laughter]
Well, I take that back. You know what, I mean,
40 percent is still a lot of people. But I’m losing
by 20 percent in these States. But the Gover-
nors were still able to say, we’re going to set up
our own State exchanges, their own market-
places. And each State is just using their own
name for it.

So I had a meeting—I had a conference, a
video conference with all the State directors of
all the marketplaces, and I’m talking to the di-
rector in Kentucky and Idaho. And in Ken-
tucky, it’s called, like, Kentucky Connect. And
in Idaho, it’s called the Idaho Health Care Ex-
change. And there’s a story that came out of
Kentucky where some folks were signing peo-
ple up at a county fair somewhere. Some guy

his friend and said, this is a great deal. T
lot better than Obamacare. [Laughter] 
Which is fine. [Laughter] Because we—
have pride of authorship on this thing.
want the thing to work.

And Arkansas just came out with its
and as has been true in virtually every
State, not only are premiums lower tha
were, they’re a lot lower than even the
optimistic predictions were about ho
they would be.

And once these marketplaces are u
running, it turns out that what has tradit
been a pretty conservative principle, wh
competition and choice work, well, in 
surance market, competition and choice
And what we’re seeing is that people are
to be able to get the kind of health ca
they have never been able to get before.
are going to benefit from it because they
ing to save money.

And one thing that all of you—the
probably very few people in this room
don’t have health insurance, although 
don’t, you should sign up starting on O
1. [Laughter] One of the things that man
ple don’t realize is that the subsidy tha
you provide for the uninsured is about a
sand dollars per family. You pay a tho
dollars—everybody here who has got hea
surance pays about a thousand dollars m
your family’s insurance than you oth
would have, because hospitals are man
they are required to provide service to an
who shows up. And so what happens is
you’ve got 15 percent of the population
out health insurance, they end up show
at the emergency room, typically at a
when they’re much sicker than if the
been getting regular checkups and prev
care. So you pay for the most expensiv
there is, because hospitals have got to r
that money someway.

And the way they do it is to charge 
prices. And people who have health ins
end up picking it up. So part of what 
helps reduce the increase in health care 
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making sure that that hidden subsidy no longer
exists.

that some—we, the taxpayers, are going to
have to provide your employees with health in-
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Former President Clinton. Let’s talk a little
bit about business, because we’re out of time,
but I think it’s really important. When I—as
you pointed out, most people who have insur-
ance work for a living, or somebody in their
family does, and they get their insurance
through their workplace. The law says that all
employers have to participate if they have 50
employees or more. Many employers with few-
er than 50 employees already voluntarily pro-
vide some health insurance.

Both the companies with 50 or more and the
companies with fewer than 50 are somewhat
concerned. And the employees that have to be
insured are those who work 30 hours a week or
more. So there were many people who specu-
lated that when this law came into place that it
would add to the cost and there would be a lot
more part-time workers instead of full-time
workers. I’ll save the President the time and
the energy on this: So far, that’s not true. The
overwhelming number of people who have
been hired coming out of this recession have
been—they have been hired at lower wages,
but they have been full-time employees.

There has not been an increase in the per-
centage of our employment in part-time work.
There has been an increase in relatively lower
wage new jobs. But that means they need
health insurance even more. So explain very
briefly to them how this is going to work, how
private employers are helped to buy their in-
surance and the requirements.

President Obama. Good. Well, first of all, if
you’re a large employer or an employer with
more than 50 employees, you’re already pro-
viding health insurance, you don’t have to do
anything other than just make sure that you
can show that you’re providing health insur-
ance.

And there was a lot of news recently about
how we delayed the so-called employer man-
date for a year. Because under the law, what it
says is, if you have more than 50 employees,
you’re not providing health insurance to your
employees, then you’re going to pay a penalty
to help subsidize—to help pay for—the fact

surance, which, by the way, is only fair.
A lot of the controversy around the A

able Care Act had to do with these so
mandates, both an employer mandate a
individual mandate. And the employer
date says, if you don’t meet your respo
ties by your employees, and they end u
ting Medicaid or they’re ending up 
emergency room, you’re basically du
those costs onto society. That’s not fa
we’re going to charge you a couple tho
dollars to help pay for health care for
employees.

To the individuals, what we said was
going to make health insurance so affor
so cheap for you, so heavily subsidized if
not making a lot of money, that if you
getting health insurance, then it’s becau
just decided you don’t want to, you don
to. And in that circumstance, what ha
when you get hit by a bus, heaven for
somebody in your family gets sick an
hadn’t had them covered? Well, we’re g
end up having to pay for you anyway b
we’re not going to just let somebody bl
front of the emergency room. So what
said is, you’ve got to take responsibility, 
there’s a small penalty if you don’t get 
insurance.

This is where a lot of the controver
unpopularity came in, because people ge
ly don’t like to be told, “You’ve got 
health insurance,” and employers don’t 
told, “You’ve got to give your employees
insurance.” But as a society, what we can
is to say, you have no responsibilities wha
er, but you’ve got guaranteed coverage.

And this raises the whole issue of pree
conditions, which we haven’t talked a lot
but is really important. One of the centra
ponents of this law—one of the main pe
ties of the health care system before th
passed was there were millions of 
around the country who, if you had gott
before, if you had had a heart attack, if y
had cancer, if you had diabetes; and le
when it first happened you had a job, y
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cured; then you lose your job or you’re trying
to change jobs or you’re trying to start a busi-

of people in Massachusetts have coverage. And
that same principle was, ironically, considered
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ness, you try to go out and get health insur-
ance, the health insurance company not only
could deny you, but had every incentive to de-
ny you. Because, basically, they’d rather have
healthy people who are paying premiums and
never asking for a payout. They don’t want
somebody who, actuarially, they can anticipate
might get sick.

And so keep in mind that a huge percentage
of our society has some sort of preexisting con-
dition, and they can be locked out. You can do
everything right, work hard, build a strong
middle class life, but if you’ve been sick and
then you lose your job or something happens,
you may suddenly be locked out of the insur-
ance market or the premiums may be so high
that only somebody fabulously rich could af-
ford them.

So what we said is, all right, you know what,
insurance companies, you can no longer bar
somebody from getting health insurance just
because they’ve got a preexisting condition.
But the only way that works is if everybody has
a requirement to get health insurance. Because
think about what happens if you don’t have
that rule. Well, all of us—not all of us, but a lot
of us who were trying to figure out how to save
some money would say, well, I’m not going to
worry about it until I get sick, and then right
when I’m diagnosed with something that’s go-
ing to be expensive, I’ll go to the insurance
company and say, you can’t prevent me from
getting health insurance just because I’ve got a
preexisting condition. So they could potentially
game the system, and it wouldn’t work.

So now what we’ve done is said you’ve got to
provide health insurance to anybody, all com-
ers, that’s the deal. The flip side of it is every-
body has got some responsibility, and we’ll
help you pay for it, to get health insurance.
And that’s where a lot of the misunderstand-
ings, the frustrations, about health care reform
came in.

I should add, by the way, that this was the
same proposition that was set up in Massachu-
setts under a Governor named Mitt Romney
that’s working really well. Ninety-nine percent

a very smart Republican, conservative 
ple. But it was the right one. The econom
it are true.

So, just to finish up the question, w
comes to businesses, if you’re already p
ing health insurance for your employees
great. You don’t have to do much othe
just make sure that you show us that you
health insurance for your employees.

If you have more than 50 employee
you’re not providing health insuran
them, you now have the opportunity to
pool of small businesses to get a bette
and a better deal on health insurance. 
eligible for tax credits in providing hea
surance to your employees. Up to 35 p
of the premiums for each employee wi
tax benefit—a tax credit—from the F
Government. But if you still aren’t pro
health insurance for your employees afte
then we’re going to go ahead and penali
for it.

And I can understand why some busi
wouldn’t want to pay for it. If they’re n
rently providing health insurance for the
ployees, what that means is that they’d
have those additional profits than mak
that their employees are getting a fair de

In some cases, they may be operating
some very small margins. But keep in
since people are—companies are exem
the average small business with 5 emp
mom-and-pop shop, 10 employees, they
under that requirement. So I’m not tha
pathetic to a company, typically, if it’s go
than 50 employees and generating some
icant revenue, we’re making it affordab
them to provide health insurance for the
ployees. They should do the right thing.

Former President Clinton. I agree wit
We have to close, but I think there’s one
sue we ought to deal with. The most imp
thing obviously is just to get people enro
this. We’ll work through it as we go alon

But the—you just heard the Preside
that so far in virtually every State, the
prices of the insurance are coming in q
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bit lower than they were originally estimated
to. With the original price estimates and with

Medicare Advantage that provides some addi-
tional options for Medicare recipients above
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the Government obligated to provide subsi-
dies—which costs money on the budget,
right?—it was, nonetheless, estimated that in
the first 10 years, this would keep the national
debt $110 billion lower than it otherwise would
have been, which means if we come in at even
less, we can bring the debt down more, or we
can subsidize more small businesses and get
more small businesses into this loop.

A lot of people come to me and say, now,
you sound like the people you used to criticize
who say we could cut taxes all day long, in-
crease spending and balance the budget. Don’t
give me that; this sounds too good to be true.
So I think on your—before you leave, you
should tell people how we can spend more—
not so much in direct spending, but in tax cred-
its—and still wind up reducing overall Federal
spending by $110 billion during this decade.

President Obama. Well, a couple of things
just in terms of how this whole thing got paid
for. First of all, I think it’s really important to
point out here that the total cost of the Afford-
able Care Act to provide health insurance for
every American out there at an affordable rate
is costing about the same amount over the
course of 10 years as the costs of the prescrip-
tion drug bill that President Bush passed; ex-
cept that wasn’t paid for. We felt obliged to ac-
tually pay for it and not just add to the deficit.

So what we did, it’s paid for by a combina-
tion of things. We did raise taxes on some
things. We, for example, said that for high-in-
come individuals, you can pay a slightly higher
Medicare rate—Medicare tax. So we bumped
that up a little bit. We said that for employers
who are currently providing a so-called Cadil-
lac health care plan, where there are so many
bells and whistles, there’s no incentive to actu-
ally spend wisely when it comes to health care,
we’re actually going to penalize you for that,
not only to raise a little bit of money, but also
to say you’re encouraging the worst aspects of a
health care system where you spend a lot of
money, you don’t get better outcomes.

I mentioned to you Medicare. We basically
said, there’s a program in Medicare called

and beyond standard Medicare. And it
popular with a lot of seniors. You get ey
es and other benefits. But it turned out
was so uncompetitive that we were pro
tens of billions of dollars of subsidies to 
surance companies under this Medica
vantage Plan without getting better out
health outcomes, for seniors.

So what we said was we’ll keep Me
Advantage and we’ll give them a small 
um if they’re providing better services 
niors, but we’re going to make you comp
it a little bit. And we’re going to save t
billions of dollars in the process, and th
go into paying for the Affordable Care A

So the bottom line is, through these v
mechanisms, we raised enough money 
for providing health insurance for thos
don’t have it, to provide these health—o
tax credits in the marketplace, and at th
time, because we’re driving down costs, 
tually end up saving a little money. It i
reduction of our deficit.

The irony of those who are talking ab
pealing Obamacare because it’s so wild
pensive is, if they actually repealed the 
would add to the deficit. It would add 
deficit.

Now, there have been a couple of Re
cans in the House who have been 
enough to say, we’re going to repeal 
benefits so that people—25, 30 millio
ple—don’t get health insurance, but we
ing to keep the taxes that Obama rais
just won’t talk about that. And then, th
we can say we reduced the deficit. Bu
ously, you’re doing some funny business
with the budget.

But look, nothing is free. The bottom
though, is, do we want to continue to li
society where we’ve got the most inef
health care system on Earth, leaving m
of people exposed to the possibilities th
could lose everything because they get si
we’ve got little children and families go
the emergency room once a week b
they’ve got asthma and other preve
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diseases, because their families aren’t linked
up with a primary care physician who is provid-

[Laughter] He said, we shouldn’t. If I can’t
make money on this business doing traditional
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ing them regular care? Where the costs to soci-
ety for reduced productivity, illnesses, et ce-
tera, all burden our businesses? Is that the kind
of society we aspire to?

And I think the answer is no. And the notion
that we would resist, or at least some would re-
sist as fiercely as they would—or as they have,
make this their number-one agenda, is perpet-
uating a system in which millions of people
across the country, hard-working Americans
don’t have access to health care, I think, is
wrong.

Former President Clinton. The—we have to
close. But I will close with a story. I told you all
this morning that the employee that our health
access program lost in the Kenyan mall shoot-
ing was a Dutch nurse. And I spend—we
spend a lot of time in the Netherlands. They—
we get a lot of support there. Oxi is one of the
biggest insurance companies in Europe.
They’re one of our partners here. I went to cel-
ebrate their 200th anniversary with them. They
had been—they started as a fire insurance
company with 39 farmers, 200 years ago.

And we were out there in this big farm field
with a—in a tent in the shadow of a 13th-cen-
tury church and a big Dutch windmill. And I
asked the chairman of the company, I said, do
you write health insurance? Because in the
Netherlands there’s no Medicare and no Med-
icaid, everybody is on an individual mandate,
and you just subsidize people based on their
incomes.

He said, yes, I write it; we all do. And he
looked at me, and he said, but we don’t make
any money on it. And he said, we shouldn’t.
This guy is running a huge insurance—can you
imagine somebody saying that in America?

insurance business, I’ve got no business
work. He said, look, health care is a 
good, and you’ve got to find a way to fin
for everybody. And he said, it’s just an in
diary function that somebody has to h
But in the end, it’s how it’s delivered, h
priced, and how healthy you can keep
people.

So the First Lady is trying to keep
healthier, and you’re trying to change t
livery and the pricing. And you have to
everybody to do it. I think this is a big st
ward for America. This will, over the ne
cade, not only make us healthier, but 
free up in the private sector largely fun
can then be reinvested in other areas o
nomic growth and give us a much mor
balanced economy. But first, we’ve got
everybody to sign up.

President Obama. Everybody, sign up
healthcare.gov. Thank you very much.

Former President Clinton. Thank you

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:02 p.m.
Metropolitan Ballroom of the Sheraton
York Times Square Hotel. In his rema
referred to Gov. Mickey D. Beebe of Ark
Gov. Steven L. Beshear of Kentucky
C.L. “Butch” Otter of Idaho; Carrie Ba
executive director, Kentucky’s Hea
Connection; Amy Dowd, director, Your 
Idaho; and former President George W.
Former President Clinton referred to 
President George W. Bush; and Elif Yav
nior vaccines researcher, Clinton Global
tive, who was killed in the September 
rorist attack at the Westgate Shopping M
Nairobi, Kenya. 

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in New York
September 24, 2013

Hello, everybody. Hello, hello, hello! Hello,
everybody. Please have a seat. Thank you.
Well, now, first of all, I had a chance to take
pictures with everybody, and I have to say, this

has to be one of the best looking crews I
er been with.

I do admit that being upstaged by a
cian is something that I try to avoid. [Lau
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Somebody told me that the face-painting guy is
coming in soon. [Laughter]

the newspapers—except he doesn’t feel over-
whelmed at all. [Laughter] He’s fine because
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But it really is wonderful just to have a
chance to be with families. And obviously, Ma-
lia and Sasha are starting to get a little bit old-
er, but I still remember when they were this
huggable. [Laughter] And I got a couple hugs
from some of you, so I very much appreciate
that. That made me feel good.

We’ve got some special guests here today.
First of all, your next mayor of New York City,
Bill de Blasio is here. We are thrilled with Bill.
His son Dante, who has the same hairdo I had
back in 1978—[laughter]—although I have to
confess, my Afro was never that good. [Laugh-
ter] It was a little unbalanced.

But we could not be prouder of the cam-
paign Bill ran, the way he gave voice to the val-
ues that make us Democrats. And we are confi-
dent that he is going to continue to move New
York in a direction where everybody has a
chance to get ahead. And so we’re very proud
of him and look forward to seeing him do a
great job as the mayor of New York City.

We also have here your outstanding Repre-
sentative: Carolyn Maloney is here. So give
Carolyn a big round of applause. And all of you
are here.

Now, some of you may be aware, I gave a re-
ally long speech at the U.N. today, so I’m going
to keep my remarks fairly brief; also because
some of you said you still had homework to do
and were trying to get me to sign a note excus-
ing you—[laughter]—but we think you will get
home in time to do your homework.

We live in such a challenging time. Interna-
tionally, we have crises like Syria, the challenge
of making sure that Iran’s nuclear program is
not weaponized in a way that threatens the re-
gion. Here, domestically, at home, although
we’re now growing again, we’ve got a lot of
people out there who are having trouble find-
ing work, are having difficulty making ends
meet. We have environmental challenges that
we’re concerned about for the next generation.
We continue to battle on behalf of equality for
all people.

And so sometimes, I think people tend to
feel a little overwhelmed by what they read in

he had some candy and is going to be up
late tonight. Yay! [Laughter]

But the good news is that when you 
the country and the direction we’re mov
what you see is a country that’s becoming
tolerant, a country that’s becoming more
sive, a country that understands there’s n
tradiction between growing the econom
conserving this planet for the next gene
We see a nation that in a few weeks is 
going to be in a position to make sure t
ery single person in America can get affo
health care when they need it.

What you see is people all across the c
from every walk of life who believe 
country deeply and understand that the 
butions they make every day in working
looking after their families, treating 
with respect, giving back to their comm
volunteering in their places of worship
that’s what perfects our Union over tim
it’s not always flashy, but it’s making a 
ence each and every day.

And sometimes, people ask me: “How
you don’t get more discouraged with so
the nonsense you see out of Washington
other than you getting gray hair, you see
you’re okay.” [Laughter] And the reaso
because I get a chance to see all of you
see your families and I see your contrib
and I know why I fight for the things I fig
Because I want to make sure that the 
that all of you stand for and that you’re p
on to your kids, that those are the valu
this whole country lives by.

But I can’t do it alone. The truth is, 
we could be doing a lot more. The c
could be growing faster. We could be p
more people to work. We could be reb
our roads and our bridges and our infr
ture. We could be putting in place early
hood education for every family in Am
We could be cutting our deficits in se
ways, not in ways that impede our grow
could be caring for those who are vuln
We could be opening up more oppor
We could be doing so much more if we
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Congress that was focused on you and not fo-
cused on politics day to day.

doing everything we can on behalf of working
families and building a middle class, but I’m al-
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And the only way that is going to happen is if
we’ve got a strong DNC and if we are able to
get our message out at a time when folks who
want to look backwards and roll back the clock
and don’t really have a lot of regard for people
who are struggling, if we’re able to counteract
their message with a message of hope.

We can’t beat a message of fear if that mes-
sage isn’t delivered, if it’s not projected, if it’s
not reaching people. And at a time when folks
naturally feel cynical about Washington and
politics and the possibilities of change, the only
way that we’re going to battle back against that
kind of cynicism is if all of you get involved.
And that’s what you’re doing here today.

So I am thankful to all of you. I intend to
work as hard as I can to make sure that we’re

so going to be working as hard as I can to
sure that we have a Congress that is able
last 2 years as President, to get as much
as we got done in our first 2 years and m
sure that America is the country that 
know it can be.

So God bless all of you. Thanks for sh
up. Appreciate it. Remember to do your 
work, those of you who didn’t do it. All
Thank you. God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:11 p.m.
John Jacob Astor Salon of the Waldorf A
New York hotel. In his remarks, he refe
Democratic mayoral candidate Bill de 
Audio was not available for verification
content of these remarks.

Remarks at Prince George’s Community College in Largo, Maryland
September 26, 2013

The President. Hello, Maryland! Hello,
PGCC! Well, it’s good to be back in PG County.

Give it up for one of the hardest working,
most effective Governors in the country, Gov-
ernor Martin O’Malley.

Well, it is great to be with all of you here to-
day——

Audience member. I love you!
The President. I love you back. It’s wonder-

ful being here. Wonderful.
We also have a few folks who work so hard

on behalf of the people of Maryland every sin-
gle day: Senator Ben Cardin is here, Congress-
man Steny Hoyer is here, and Congresswoman
Donna Edwards is here.

And all of you are here. Sometimes, you just
need to escape Beltway politics for a little bit,
even if you’re just a mile or two outside the
Beltway.

Now, I know that a lot of you have seen
some of the antics going on in Congress right
now. [Laughter] So I wanted to take a little bit
of time today to speak with you—the people
who send us to serve—about something that is
critical to our families, critical to our business-
es, critical to our economy. And that is the re-

forms that we are making to our healt
system.

There’s been a lot of things said, a lot 
information, a lot of confusion. But the
few things more fundamental to the eco
security of the middle class and eve
who’s trying to get into the middle clas
health care.

For a long time, America was the on
vanced economy in the world where 
care was not a right, but a privilege. We
more; we got less. We left tens of mill
Americans without the security of health
ance. By the time the financial crisis hit
folks’ premiums had more than doub
about a decade. About 1 in 10 American
got their health care through their em
lost that coverage. So the health care 
was not working. And the rising costs of
care burdened businesses and became th
gest driver of our long-term deficits.

But this has always been about mor
just statistics. Everywhere I went as I r
President back in 2007, 2008, everypla
gone as President, I would hear storie
folks just like you of insurers that de
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child coverage because he had a preexisting
condition like asthma, of cancer survivors that

us tooth and nail. Then Republicans decided it
was good politics to fight it, even though the
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had to choose between their home or their
health care, of small businesses who wanted to
do the right thing by their employees, but had
seen their insurance premiums go up so high
that they just couldn’t do it anymore.

And these stories were personal for me be-
cause I remember my mom worrying about
how she was going to deal with her finances
when she got very sick. I remember the fear
Michelle and I felt when Sasha was a few
months old and she got meningitis. And we
raced to the hospital, and they had to give her a
spinal tap. And we didn’t know what was
wrong, and we were terrified, never felt so
scared or helpless in all of my life. But we were
fortunate enough to have good health insur-
ance.

And I remember looking around that emer-
gency room and thinking, what about the par-
ents who aren’t that lucky? What about the
parents who get hit with a bill of $20,000 or
$30,000 and they’ve got no idea how to pay for
it? What about those parents whose kids have a
chronic illness like asthma and have to keep on
going back to the emergency room because
they don’t have a regular doctor and the bills
never stop coming? Who is going to stand up
for them?

In the wealthiest nation on Earth, no one
should go broke just because they get sick. In
the United States of America, health care is not
a privilege for the fortunate few, it is a right.
And I knew that if we didn’t do something
about our unfair and inefficient health care
system, it would keep driving up our deficits, it
would keep burdening our businesses, it would
keep hurting our families, and it would keep
holding back economic growth.

That’s why we took on a broken health care
system. That’s why, with the help of folks like
Steny and Ben and Donna, we got it through
Congress. That’s why we’ve been implement-
ing it. That’s why we are going to see it
through. The Affordable Care Act is here.

I don’t have to tell you, it was a challenge to
get it done. [Laughter] A lot of special interests
who liked the system just the way it was fought

plan we proposed drew on a lot of Repu
ideas.

But despite all the obstacles, the Affo
Care Act passed both Houses of Cong
signed it into law. The Supreme Court r
constitutional. Republicans in Congres
now voted more than 40 times to underm
repeal it. Their candidate for President 
a platform to repeal it. And at every
they’ve been unsuccessful.

Now, 5 days from now—5 days from 
on October 1, millions of Americans who
have health insurance because they’ve
priced out of the market or because the
denied access because of a preexisting 
tion, they will finally be able to buy qual
fordable health insurance. In 5 days.

Preexisting conditions, whether it’s
pain or allergies that were sticking yo
sky-high premiums, those no longer wi
vent you from getting affordable covera
you need. That’s going to happen in 5 da

Now, of course, the closer we’ve go
this date, the more irresponsible folks w
opposed to this law have become. Some
same Republicans who warned 3 years a
this law would be “Armageddon”—that’
they said, “Armageddon”—now they’re 
ening steps that actually would badly hu
entire economy, not because of the Affo
Care Act, but because of what they’re 
ening to do.

Some have threatened a Governmen
down if they can’t shut down this law. 
have actually threatened an economic
down by refusing to pay America’s bills 
can’t delay the law.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. That’s not going to hap

long as I’m President. The Affordable Ca
is here to stay. And so today I want to
plainly, clearly, honestly, about what it 
for you and for the people you care abou

Now, let’s start with the fact that ev
fore the Affordable Care Act fully takes 
about 85 percent of Americans alread
health insurance, either through their 
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through Medicare or through the individual
market. So if you’re one of these folks, it’s rea-

happening. That’s already in place today. It’s
been going on for several years.
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sonable that you might worry whether health
care reform is going to create changes that are
a problem for you, especially when you’re
bombarded with all sorts of fearmongering.

So the first thing you need to know is this: If
you already have health care, you don’t have to
do anything. In fact, for the past few years,
since I signed the Affordable Care Act, a lot of
you have been enjoying new benefits and pro-
tections that you didn’t before even if you
didn’t know they were coming from Obam-
acare.

Let me just give you a few examples. Be-
cause of the Affordable Care Act, more than
100 million Americans have gotten free pre-
ventive care like mammograms and contracep-
tive care with no copays. Because of the Af-
fordable Care Act, 3 million young adults un-
der age 26 have gained coverage by staying on
their parent’s plan. Because of the Affordable
Care Act, millions of seniors on Medicare have
saved hundreds of dollars on their prescription
medicine. They’ve been getting their prescrip-
tion drugs cheaper.

Because of the Affordable Care Act, just this
year, 8.5 million families actually got an aver-
age of a hundred dollars back from their insur-
ance companies because the insurance compa-
nies spent too much on things like overhead
and not enough on actual Medicare—medical
care. Because of the Affordable Care Act, in-
surance companies can no longer put lifetime
limits on the care your family needs or discrim-
inate against children with preexisting condi-
tions. And starting on January 1, they won’t be
able to charge women more for their insurance
just because they’re women. [Applause] That’s
a good thing.

So tens of millions of Americans are already
better off because of the benefits and protec-
tions provided by the Affordable Care Act.
Like I said, they may not know why that rebate
check came in the mail. [Laughter] They may
not notice that they’re not having to copay for
some preventive care that they received. But
they’re getting those benefits. That’s already

Those are the benefits of Obamacar
law that Republicans want to repeal. Alt
it’s interesting, when you ask Repu
whether they’d repeal the benefits I jus
tioned, when you say to them, well, d
think it’s the right thing to do to let youn
ple stay on their parents’ plans so th
keep insurance? Or do you want to prev
niors from getting more discounts on the
scription drugs? Then, they’ll say, no, n
we like those. Those things are okay. [L
ter] So they don’t like Obamacare in t
but some of the component parts, at leas
that poll well, they don’t mind.

But that’s already in place. Now, her
second thing you need to know. If you’
of over 40 million Americans who don
health insurance—including hundreds o
sands of folks right here in Maryland—s
on Tuesday, 5 days from now, you’ll 
have the same chance to buy quality, 
able health care as everybody else.

Audience member. Thanks, Mr. Presid
The President. And I want to brea

down for you. I want you to know exact
it works. The major reason why people
have health insurance is either they don
a job; or they do have a job, but their em
doesn’t offer health insurance; or they’r
employed. If you’ve ever tried to buy hea
surance on your own, you know it is rea
ally expensive.

Audience members. Yes!
The President. It’s even worse if you 

preexisting condition, and up to half 
Americans have a preexisting condition
the reason it’s really expensive if you’re 
it on your own is because you’re not pa
big group, you’re not part of a group pla
what groups do is they spread risk betwe
and healthy people, between older and 
er people. And groups—because ins
companies want the business of groups; t
lot of customers—they’ll negotiate a 
deal with a group than they will with a
vidual.
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So if you’re on your own, you’re out there
trying to negotiate with an insurance company,

to buy insurance on your own, I promise you,
this is a lot easier. It’s like booking a hotel or a
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they’re looking, and they’re saying, well, you
take it or leave it, I’m going to charge you a
whole lot of money. And if you’ve got a preex-
isting condition, they’ll say, we don’t even want
to insure you because we think you might get
sick later on and we don’t really want to pay,
we just want to take in premiums.

So if you’re not part of a group, you’re either
uninsurable, or you need to spend a small for-
tune on insurance that oftentimes is not very
good. That’s what’s happening right now. The
Affordable Care Act was designed to solve that
problem. And here’s how we do it.

Starting on Tuesday, every American can vis-
it healthcare.gov to find out what’s called the
insurance marketplace for your State. Here in
Maryland, I actually think it’s called maryland-
healthconnection.gov—marylandhealthconnec-
tion.gov. But if you go to healthcare.gov, you
can look and they’ll tell you where to go. They’ll
link to your State.

Now, this is real simple. It’s a website where
you can compare and purchase affordable
health insurance plans side by side, the same
way you shop for a plane ticket on Kayak—
[laughter]—same way you shop for a TV on
Amazon. You just go on, and you start looking,
and here are all the options.

It’s buying insurance on the private market,
but because now you’re part of a big group
plan—right, everybody in Maryland is all log-
ging in and taking a look at the prices—you’ve
got new choices. Now you’ve got new competi-
tion, because insurers want your business. And
that means you will have cheaper prices.

So you enter in some basic information
about yourself, what level of coverage you’re
looking for. After that, you’ll be presented with
a list of quality, affordable plans that are avail-
able in your area. It will say clearly what each
plan covers, what each plan costs. The price
will be right there. It will be fully transparent.

Before this law, only a handful of States re-
quired insurance companies to offer you in-
stant price quotes, but because of this law, in-
surers in all 50 States will have to offer you in-
stant price quotes. And so if you’ve ever tried

plane ticket.
And here’s another thing about thes

plans. If you’re one of those folks who 
preexisting condition, these plans have t
you coverage. They can’t use your medic
tory to charge you more than anybody e
you couldn’t afford coverage for your ch
cause he had asthma, he’s covered. 
couldn’t afford coverage because you we
heartburn was a preexisting condition, 
covered. [Laughter] If you’re one of 
million Americans with a mental illnes
are covered.

If you’re a young adult or entrep
striking out on your own, you’re cove
you’re a young couple who previously h
surance that didn’t include maternity b
and now suddenly you need some ma
benefits, you’re covered. If you lose yo
and your health care with it, you’re cove

So all those things that would deny yo
erage in the past, that were the cruelti
broken health care system, on January 1
these plans take effect——

Audience member. October 1!
The President. No, no, no, hold on. [L

ter] Hold on. I know what I’m talking 
You sign up starting on Tuesday. [Lau
The plan will take effect on January 1
when these plans take effect, all those 
change forever.

Now, what about choice and cost? In
where the Federal Government help
these marketplaces, the average Americ
have more than 50 different plans to 
from, with different levels of coverage. A
cause insurance companies are com
against one another for your business, a
Americans will pay significantly less fo
insurance than they do now. Premiums a
ing to be different in different parts 
country, depending on how much co
you buy. But 95 percent of uninsured A
cans will see their premiums cost less th
expected. And many families, including
than two-thirds of all young adults wh
health care through these online market
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are also going to be eligible for tax credits that
bring down the cost down even further.

ing as hard as Governor O’Malley to make the
Affordable Care Act work for their citizens.
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So let me be specific. Right here in Mary-
land, average 25-year-old—have we got any
25-year-olds here? All right, so we’ve got a few.
Some of you raised your hand, I’m not sure
you’re—[laughter]. All right. 

Here in Maryland, average 25-year-old mak-
ing $25,000 a year could end up getting cov-
ered for as little as $80 a month—$80 a month.
Here in Maryland, a family of four making
$60,000 a year could get covered for as little as
$164 a month.

It’s the same story across the country. In
Texas, average 27-year-old making $25,000
could get covered for as little as $83 a month.
In Florida, a family of four making $50,000
could get covered for as little as $104 a month.

And keep in mind the Government didn’t
set these prices. The insurance companies,
they proposed these prices because they want
to get in with these big groups, with all these
new customers. The insurance companies are
saying these marketplaces, this law, will work.
They’re putting money on the line because
they think it will work. Competition, choice,
transparency—all these things are keeping
costs down.

Now, knowing you can offer your family the
security of health care, that’s priceless. Now
you can do it for the cost of your cable bill,
probably less than your cell phone bill. [Laugh-
ter] Think about that. Good health insurance
for the price of your cell phone bill or less.

And let’s say you’re a young woman, you just
turned—I’m interested in this, because I’ve
got two daughters, right? Let’s say you just
turned 26. Let’s say you can’t stay on your par-
ent’s plan anymore. If you buy health care
through the marketplace, your plan has to cov-
er free checkups, flu shots, contraceptive care.
So you might end up getting more health care
each month than you’re paying for the premi-
ums.

All told, nearly 6 in 10 Americans without
health insurance today will be able to get cov-
ered for a hundred dollars or less. It would ac-
tually be 8 in 10 if every Governor were work-

Unfortunately, we’ve still got a few Re
can Governors who are so opposed to th
idea of the law—or at least they’re doin
the politics—that they haven’t lifted a fin
help cover more people. Some of them
actually tried to harm the law before it ta
fect.

But a lot of Republican Governors ar
ting politics aside and doing the right
You’ve got—and they deserve congratu
for that. It wasn’t easy for them. But you
conservative Governors in Ohio, in Mic
in Pennsylvania, and Arizona—about eig
publican Governors in all, they’ve deci
expand Medicaid through the Affordabl
Act to cover more people in their State
millions of Americans without insuran
get coverage through these programs.

So that’s what the Affordable Care 
That’s what all the fuss is about. We’re
more benefits and protections for folks w
ready have health insurance, and we cre
new market—basically, a big group pla
folks without health insurance so that th
a better deal, and then we’re providi
credits to help folks afford it.

You would think that would not be s
troversial. [Laughter] You would think 
would say, okay, let’s go ahead and let’s 
so everybody has health insurance cov
The result is more choice, more compe
real health care security.

And one question people ask: How is
sible to do all this and keep costs down?
part of what we did was build into the 
sorts of measures to assure that the gro
health care costs would start slowing 
And it has. See, under the old system, d
and hospitals, they were rewarded not 
quality of care, but for the quantity o
They’d get paid for the number of proc
they did instead of whether they were w
or not. Now there are penalties for ho
with high readmission rates. And last yea
prisingly enough, for the first time ever,
tal readmission rates for Medicare patie
tually fell. Right? That means fewer ta
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dollars go to providers that don’t serve their
patients well.

who does have health insurance. It’s like a hid-
den tax of a thousand dollars per family every
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Over the past 5 years, we’ve more than dou-
bled the adoption of electronic health records
for physicians. So that means they can track
what’s going on better and make fewer mis-
takes. New technology startup companies are
coming up with new inventions to monitor pa-
tient health, prevent infections. There’s inno-
vation going on all across the country. As a con-
sequence, today, Medicare costs per enrollee
are rising at the slowest rate in years. Employ-
er-based health care costs are growing at about
one-third the rate of a decade ago.

All told, since I signed the Affordable Care
Act into law, we have seen the slowest growth
in health care costs on record.

All right, so let’s think about this. If you’ve
got health insurance, you’re getting better pro-
tections, better benefits. If you don’t have
health insurance, you’re now getting to be part
of a group plan. And health care costs overall
are rising much more slowly than they did be-
fore we signed the law. So far, so good. So
what’s all the fuss about? What is it that every-
body—what is that these Republicans are just
so mad about?

Audience members. Boo!
The President. No, no, no, look, I want to be

honest. There are parts of the bill that some
folks don’t like. To help pay for the program,
the wealthiest Americans—families who make
more than $250,000 a year—will have to pay a
little bit more. Extremely costly health insur-
ance plans will no longer qualify for unlimited
tax breaks. And most people who can afford
health insurance now have to take responsibili-
ty to buy health insurance or pay a penalty.

Right? Now, the reason we do that is, when
uninsured people who can afford to get health
insurance don’t, and then they get sick or they
get hit by a car, and they show up at the emer-
gency room, who do you think pays for that?

Audience members. We do.
The President. You do, in the form of higher

premiums. Because the hospitals, they’ve got
to get their money back somehow. So if they’re
treating somebody who doesn’t have health in-
surance, they jack up premiums for everybody

year who has got health insurance. So
saying, well, that’s not fair. If you can af
get health insurance, don’t dump the co
us. The law also requires employers with
than 50 employees to either provide hea
surance for your workers or pay a penalt

Now, some folks say, well, that’s no
But if you are an employer, you can aff
provide health insurance, you don’t, you
ployees get sick, they go to the eme
room or they end up on Medicaid b
you’re not doing what you’re doing
should be doing, why is it everybod
should be bearing those costs?

Now, there are some folks who di
with me on this. They say that violates p
liberty, telling them they’ve got to get 
insurance. Well, I disagree. So did Co
when it passed this bill into law. It is un
folks to game the system and make the 
us pay for it. It’s unfair for responsible em
ers who are doing the right thing, givin
employees health insurance, to get un
by some operator that’s not providing 
insurance for their employees. That pu
employer who’s doing the right thing at
advantage, right?

So this idea that you’ve got respo
ties—everybody—that’s what Massach
did when they passed their health care 
few years ago. And by the way, today, in
sachusetts, almost everybody is covere
the system works pretty well. So—[appla

All right, let me just wrap up by sayin
Like any law, like any big product l
there are going to be some glitches 
thing unfolds. Folks in different parts 
country will have different experiences. 
ing to be smoother in places like Ma
where Governors are working to implem
rather than fight it. But somewhere arou
country, there’s going to be a computer
and the website’s not working quite the w
supposed to, or something happens 
there’s some error made somewhere; th
happen. That happens whenever you ro
new program. And I guarantee you
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opponents of the law, they’ll have their camer-
as ready to document anything that doesn’t go

game, basketball game, talk to them. Tell them
what the law means.
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completely right, and they’ll send it to the news
folks, and they’ll say, look at this, this thing’s
not working.

But most of the stories you’ll hear about how
Obamacare just can’t work, it’s just not based
on facts. Every time they have predicted some-
thing not working, it’s worked. I mean, they
said that these rates would come in real high
and everybody’s premiums would be sky high.
And it turns out, lo and behold, actually, the
prices came in lower than we expected, lower
than I predicted. That’s how well competition
and choice work.

They said this would be a disaster in terms
of jobs. There’s no widespread evidence that
the Affordable Care Act is hurting jobs. One of
John McCain’s former economic advisers ad-
mitted just this week—and I’m quoting here—
“I was expecting to see it. I was looking for it,”
but “it’s not there.” It’s not there.

So the reason is reforming health care is go-
ing to help the economy over the long term.
Not only will it help lower costs for businesses,
not only will it help families, it will free up en-
trepreneurship in this country. Because if
you’ve got a great idea for your own business,
but you’ve never tried it because your spouse
had a preexisting condition and you didn’t want
to lose your employer-based coverage, you’ve
got the ability now to get your own coverage.
That’s security. That’s freedom.

So we’re now only 5 days away from finish-
ing the job.

Audience member. Five days away.
The President. Five days. Starting on Tues-

day, you can sign up. But you don’t have to sign
up on Tuesday; you’ve got 6 months to enroll
in these new plans. You can go to the website;
you can check it out; you can see if what I’m
saying is true. [Laughter] You can sign up next
week. You can sign up next month. You can
sign up 2 months from now, 3 months from
now. But you can sign up.

Tell your friends, tell your classmates, tell
your family members about the new health
care choices. Talk to folks at your church, in
your classroom. You’re going to a football

And over the next few months, State a
cal leaders from across the country are g
hold events to help get the word out. G
there and join them. Secretary of Heal
Human Services Kathleen Sebelius is in
right now, working with folks on the gro
make sure this law works for Texas famil
across the country, people are getting 
All kinds of people are working hand in
because we’re all in this together. That’s
America is at its best. That’s what this c
is all about.

But we need you to spread the wor
you don’t have to take my word for it. 
talk to somebody who says, well, I don’t
I was watching Fox News, and they sa
was horrible—[laughter]—you can sa
know what, don’t take my word for it, go
website. See for yourself what the pric
see for yourself what the choices are
make up your own mind.

Just make—that’s all I’m asking. Ma
your own mind. I promise you, if you go 
website and it turns out you’re going t
$100, $200, $300 a month on your insura
you’ll be able to buy insurance for the firs
even if you didn’t vote for me—[laughte
bet you’ll sign up for that health care plan

So you don’t need to listen to the polit
You don’t need to listen to me. Just go c
out for yourself. Make up your own
whether this works for you.

And part of—look, part of the reason 
your help to make this law work is b
there are so many people out there work
make it fail. One of the biggest newspap
the country recently published an edito
thought, was pretty good. They said, th
publicans in Congress are poisoning O
acare, then trying to claim it’s sick. [Lau
That’s exactly what’s been happening.

I mean, they have tried to put up ever
ceivable roadblock. They cut funding 
forts to educate people about what’s in th
Some of them said if their constituents
them, we won’t even try to explain to
what’s in the law. They actually opened
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investigation into people who try to help
churches and charities understand how to help

The President. Just the other day, one Re-
publican in Congress said we need to shut this
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Some of the Tea Party’s biggest donors—

some of the wealthiest men in America—are
funding a cynical ad campaign trying to con-
vince young people not to buy health care at
all. I mean, think about it. These are billion-
aires several times over. You know they’ve got
good health care.

Audience members. Right!
The President. But they are actually spend-

ing money on television, trying to convince
young people that if you’ve got the choice be-
tween getting affordable health care or going
without health care, you should choose not
having any health care. Now, do you think if
you get sick or you get hurt and you get stuck
with a massive bill, these same folks, they’re
going to help you out?

Audience members. No!
The President. Are they going to pay for

your health care?
Audience members. No!
The President. It is interesting, though, how

over the last couple years, I’m—the Republi-
can Party has just spun itself up around this is-
sue. And the fact is the Republicans’ biggest
fear at this point is not that the Affordable
Care Act will fail. What they’re worried about
is, it’s going to succeed. I mean, think about it:
If it was as bad as they said it was going to be,
then they could just go ahead and let it hap-
pen, and then everybody would hate it so
much, and then everybody would vote to re-
peal it, and that would be the end of it.

So what is it that they’re so scared about?
Audience member. You!
The President. [Laughter] They have made

such a big political issue out of this, trying to
scare everybody with lies about “death panels”
and “killing granny”—[laughter]—right? I
mean that’s—“Armageddon.” So if it actually
works, they’ll look pretty bad. If it actually
works, that will mean that everything they
were saying really wasn’t true and they were
just playing politics.

Audience members. That’s right!

thing down before the marketplaces op
people get to see that they’ll be getting 
age and getting these subsidies because
I’m going to quote him here—he said, “I
ing to prove almost impossible to undo O
acare.” [Laughter] Right? So, in other 
we’ve got to shut this thing down befor
ple find out that they like it. [Laughter]
a strange argument. Don’t you think t
strange argument?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. And the closer we g

more desperate they get. I mean, over t
few weeks, the rhetoric has just been c
up to a place I’ve never seen before. On
gressman said that Obamacare is “the
dangerous piece of legislation ever p
[Laughter] Ever. In the history of Am
this is the most dangerous piece of legis
[Laughter] Providing—creating a marke
so people can buy group insurance pla
most dangerous ever.

You had a State representative some
say that it’s “as destructive to personal a
dividual liberty as the Fugitive Slave Act

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Think about that. Affo

health care is worse than a law that le
owners get their runaway slaves back.

Audience members. No!
The President. I mean, these are quot

not making this stuff up. And here’s one
that I’ve heard. I like this one: “We have
and I’m quoting here—“We have to repe
failure before it literally kills women, kil
dren, kills senior citizens.” Now, I h
say—that one was from 6 months ago—
want to point out we still have wo
[laughter]—we still have children, we sti
senior citizens.

All this would be funny if it wasn’t so
And a lot of it is just hot air. A lot of it
politics. I understand that. But now th
Party Republicans have taken it to a who
level, because they’re threatening eit
shut down the Government or shut dow
entire economy by refusing to let Ameri
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its bills for the first time in history unless I
agree to gut a law that will help millions of peo-

And that’s why I will not negotiate on any-
thing when it comes to the full faith and credit
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ple.
Audience members. Boo!
The President. Think about this. Shutting

down the Government just because you don’t
like a law that was passed and found constitu-
tional and because you don’t like the idea of
giving people new access to affordable health
care, what kind of idea is that?

I mean, think about how that would impact
Maryland. This is an area where lots of people
would be badly hurt by a Government shut-
down. A lot of people around here wake up
and go to serve their country every single day
in the Federal Government: civilians who work
at military bases, analysts, scientists, janitors,
people who process new veterans’ and survi-
vors’ benefit claims. They’d all have to stay
home and not get paid. And it—we all know it
would badly damage the economy.

I mean, whatever effect Obamacare might
have on the economy is far less than even a few
days of Government shutdown. I mean, even if
you believed that Obamacare somehow was
going to hurt the economy, it won’t hurt the
economy as bad as a Government shutdown.
And by the way, the evidence is that it’s not go-
ing to hurt the economy. Obamacare is going
to help the economy. And it’s going to help
families and help businesses.

As for not letting America pay its bills, I
have to say, no Congress before this one has
ever—ever—in history been irresponsible
enough to threaten default, to threaten an eco-
nomic shutdown, to suggest America not pay
its bills, just to try to blackmail a President into
giving them some concessions on issues that
have nothing to do with a budget.

I mean, this is the United States of America.
We’re not a deadbeat nation. We don’t run out
on our tab. We don’t not pay our note. We are
the world’s bedrock economy, the world’s cur-
rency of choice. The entire world looks to us to
make sure that the world economy is stable.
You don’t mess with that. [Applause] You don’t
mess with that.

of the United States of America.
We’re not going to submit to this kind

tal irresponsibility. Congress needs to p
bills on time. Congress needs to pass a b
on time. Congress needs to put an end 
erning from crisis to crisis. Our focu
country should be on creating new jo
growing our economy and helping youn
ple learn and restoring security for hard
ing, middle class families.

This is not about the fortunes of an
party. This is not about politics. This is
the future of our country. If Republic
not like the law, they can go through the
lar channels and processes to try to cha
That’s why we have elections. So they 
through the normal processes and proc
of a democracy, but you do not threat
full faith and credit of the United Sta
America.

And meanwhile, we’re going to keep 
menting the law.

Audience member. It’s the law!
The President. It’s the law. And like 

there are going to be some glitches alo
way. Every law has hiccups when it’s firs
ing off. People forget, by the way, Me
Part D—passed by my predecessor, G
Bush, passed by a Republican House of R
sentatives—the prescription drug bill 
into law 10 years ago was even more unp
than the Affordable Care Act before it to
to effect. Everybody was saying what a d
it was going to be. The difference was D
crats worked with Republicans to make i
even better. Steny remembers this. 
though Democrats weren’t happy that t
wasn’t paid for and was going to add hu
of billions of dollars to the deficit a
weren’t negotiating a better deal with th
companies, everybody worked—once 
the law—to try to make it work. And 
about 90 percent of seniors like their pr
tion drug coverage.

So we may not get that same level of c
ation from Republicans right now. B
good news is, I believe eventually they’l
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around. Because Medicare and Social Security
faced the same kind of criticism. Before Medi-

funded opponents. We may have some very
talkative opponents. But you’re going to be the
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care came into law, one Republican warned
that “one of these days, you and I are going to
spend our sunset years telling our children and
our children’s children what it once was like in
America when men were free.” That was Ron-
ald Reagan. And eventually, Ronald Reagan
came around to Medicare and thought it was
pretty good and actually helped make it better.

So that’s what’s going to happen with the Af-
fordable Care Act. And once it’s working really
well, I guarantee you, they will not call it
Obamacare. [Laughter]

Here is a prediction for you: A few years
from now, when people are using this to get
coverage and everybody is feeling pretty good
about all the choices and competition that
they’ve got, there are going to be a whole
bunch of folks who say, yes, I always thought
this provision was excellent. [Laughter] I voted
for that thing. You watch. [Laughter] It will not
be called Obamacare. [Laughter]

But I’m always willing to work with anybody
from either party. If you’ve got a serious idea
for making the Affordable Care Act better or
making our broader health care system better,
I’m happy to work with you, because that’s
what the majority of the American people
want. They don’t want posturing, they want
governing. They don’t want politics, they want
us to work together to make the lives of ordi-
nary Americans a little bit better, a little bit
more secure.

So, Maryland, I’m asking for your help. I
need your help. We may have some very well-

best, most credible messengers to spre
word about this law and all the benefi
the American people stand to get and
earned.

So tell your friends, tell your famil
covered. Get on that website. Answ
questions of folks who don’t know what
all about. Point them to healthcare.gov.
them how to use the website. Make sur
sign up. Let’s help our fellow America
covered.

Then, let’s keep on working to rebu
middle class. Let’s go and focus on cr
more good-paying jobs. Let’s build mo
ders of opportunity for everybody wil
work hard. Let’s make sure the United
of America keeps being a place where y
make it if you try.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you
bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a
the Novak Field House. In his remarks,
ferred to 2012 Republican Presidential
nee W. Mitt Romney; Gov. John R. Ka
Ohio; Gov. Richard D. Snyder of Mic
Gov. Thomas W. Corbett, Jr., of Pennsy
Gov. Janice K. Brewer of Arizona; Ma
Zandi, chief economist, Moody’s Analy
his capacity as economic adviser to 200
publican Presidential nominee Sen. Jo
McCain III; Sen. R. Edward “Ted” Cruz
John C. Fleming, Jr.; and State Rep. W
L. O’Brien of New Hampshire.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Manmohan Sing
India
September 27, 2013

Syria

The President. Well, I’ve asked for Prime
Minister Singh’s indulgence to begin my re-
marks on the issue of Syria. As many of you are
now aware, yesterday the United States and
Russia were able to hammer out an agreement,

partnering with the other members of th
and the Security Council, around Syria
nating its chemical weapons and ulti
having them destroyed by the intern
community.

This is something that we have long s
And the fact that we now have a fram
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that will be voted on, perhaps as soon as today,
perhaps over the weekend or Monday, that

ed Nations just this week: that we have an in-
ternational community that is not just gather-

ted ac-
 norms
luding
ople of

am to
e has
nited

tenure
ll of us
st de-
y long
sperity
al con-
 India.
e peo-
ricans
 Unit-
n, sci-
 of In-
 signal

ng the
rtainly
inister
at our
ration

hat ex-
oples.

e issue
, have
ays an
ement
ivilian

opera-
g that

ly con-
ism on
events
ntly as
suffer

 out to
1100

would be legally binding, that would be verifi-
able and enforceable, where there would be
consequences for Syria’s failure to meet what
has been set forth in this resolution, I think is a
potentially huge victory for the international
community.

Realistically, it’s doubtful that we would
have arrived at this point had it not been for a
credible threat of U.S. action in the aftermath
of the horrific tragedy that took place on Au-
gust 21, where chemical weapons killed over a
thousand people, including more than 400
children. But I’ve always expressed a prefer-
ence for resolving this diplomatically, and I ap-
preciate all our international partners in work-
ing very hard over the past several days to
make sure that we could arrive at a resolution
that not only deters and prevents additional
chemical use, but actually goes beyond what
could have been accomplished through any
military action, and that is the removal of
chemical weapons—one of the largest stock-
piles in the world—from Syria so that they can
actually be destroyed.

I think it’s also worth noting that in the Se-
curity Council resolution, there is an explicit
endorsement of the Geneva I process to try to
deal with the underlying conflict in Syria and
the need for a political transition there that can
bring about peace and allow the millions of
people who’ve been displaced and harmed by
this conflict to return to their homes and try to
rebuild their lives and to rebuild a country
that’s been shattered now by civil war.

So we are very hopeful about the prospects
for what can be accomplished, but obviously,
there is a lot of work to be done. I think rightly,
people have been concerned about whether
Syria will follow through on the commitments
that have been laid forth, and I think there are
legitimate concerns as to how, technically, we
are going to be getting those chemical weapons
out while there’s still fighting going on on the
ground.

Nevertheless, this represents potentially a
significant step forward and, I think, indicates
what I had hoped for when I spoke at the Unit-

ing to talk, but also is able to take concer
tion on behalf of enforcing international
and preserving everybody’s security, inc
those in the region and obviously the pe
Syria themselves.

India-U.S. Relations

Now, I also want to say how glad I 
have Prime Minister Singh here today. H
been a great friend and partner to the U
States and to me personally during his 
as Prime Minister of India. And I think a
recognize that as the world’s two large
mocracies, countries that have for a ver
time been invested in the peace and pro
of their own people, that there is a natur
vergence between the United States and
Part of that has to do with the incredibl
ple-to-people ties that exist. Indian Ame
make extraordinary contributions to the
ed States every single day—businessme
entists, academics. Now Miss America is
dian American descent, and I think it’s a
of how close our countries are.

And what we’ve been able to do duri
time that I’ve been President and ce
preceding me throughout Prime M
Singh’s tenure, is to try to make sure th
Government-to-Government coope
matches the great affection and affinity t
ists between the Indian and American pe

We’ve made enormous progress on th
of civilian nuclear power and, in fact
been able to achieve just in the last few d
agreement on the first commercial agre
between a U.S. company and India on c
nuclear power.

We have a wide-ranging security co
tion in battling terrorism and somethin
Prime Minister Singh obviously is deep
cerned about, given the impact of terror
India. All of us remember the horrible 
that took place in Mumbai, but as rece
the last few days, India continues to 
from terrorist attacks. And our hearts go
the families that have been impacted.
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We have enormous commercial ties be-
tween our two countries. And in fact, bilateral

America are indispensable partners. And dur-
ing the time that I have been Prime Minister
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trade between our two countries has gone up
by 50 percent just over the last several years,
indicating the degree of progress that has been
made. And India, as a significant not just re-
gional power, but world power, has worked
closely with us on a whole range of issues, from
climate change to how we can help feed the
world, alleviate poverty, and deal with disease.

We also had an opportunity to discuss the
tensions that continue to exist in the subconti-
nent. We both have a shared interest in making
sure that Afghanistan continues on its path to a
peaceful, democratic country, and both share
an interest in making sure that we help Af-
ghans stand up for the rights of all groups in-
side of Afghanistan, that the rights of women
and minority groups are protected, and that
the upcoming election happens in a way that
maintains and continues to strengthen stability
in that troubled country.

And we had a chance to discuss Pakistan and
our shared interest in seeing a peaceful reduc-
tion of tensions on the subcontinent, and we
want to very much thank Prime Minister Singh
for what has been a consistent interest in im-
proving cooperation between India and Paki-
stan.

So, across the board, Prime Minister Singh
has been an outstanding partner. India contin-
ues to grow at a amazing rate, but as Prime
Minister Singh indicates, obviously, there are a
lot of people in India that are still trapped in
poverty. His primary priority has been to alle-
viate that poverty and give all the people of In-
dia opportunity. And we want to make sure
that we’re strong partners in helping him to re-
alize that vision, because we believe that if
there’s a strong India, that that’s good for the
world and it’s ultimately good for the United
States of America.

So, Mr. Prime Minister, welcome. And
thank you so much for all your efforts to con-
tinue to strengthen ties between our two coun-
tries.

Prime Minister Singh. Mr. President, there
is very little that I can add to your eloquent
statement. I’ve always believed that India and

and particularly during the time that Pre
Obama and I have worked together, I
President Obama has made an outst
contribution to strengthening, widenin
deepening of our cooperation in diverse 

When I came to America in 2005, 
dressing the United States Congress, 
there are partnerships based on principl
partnerships based on pragmatism. And
said that in the case of Indo-American c
ation, both principles of our commitm
democracy, shared values, rule of law
pragmatism both combine to make us 
durable partners. And I’m very happy 
that in the last 5 years that I have work
gether with President Obama, that proc
strengthened in every possible way.

India and America are working toget
give our cooperation a new sense of pu
widening and deepening in diverse dire
We are cooperating in expanding the fr
of trade, investment, and technology. O
lateral trade today is $100 billion. Ameri
vestments in India are $80 billion. An
are growing despite the slowdown in the
economy.

And outside the area of trade, techn
and investment, we are exploring aven
cooperation in new areas—new areas li
ergy cooperation, clean coal technologi
ergy-efficient technologies, cooperation
field of environment, cooperation in th
of defense and security related, coope
with regard to intelligence gathering and
terterrorism. In all these areas, India nee
United States to be standing by our side
am very pleased to note that President O
has imparted a powerful impetus to th
cess of our two countries being on the
page.

The President briefed me about his
tives both with regard to Syria and with 
to Iran, and I complimented him for his 
for his courage in giving diplomacy yet a
chance. India fully supports these init
because 6 million Indians live in West A
the Middle East. They earn their live
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there, which is an important part of sustaining
our values of freedom. Therefore, anything

between our two countries. I explained to the
President that India is a poor country. Our ba-
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that contributes to peace and stability in the
Middle East, in Iran, in Syria, is something
which is in the interests of the global economy;
it is certainly in the interest of people in the re-
gion in which I and India is placed.

We also discussed our relations and our ap-
proach to dealing with Afghanistan and Paki-
stan. I explained to President Obama the diffi-
culties that we face given the fact that the epi-
center of terror still remains focused in Paki-
stan. And I look forward to meeting with
President Nawaz Sharif, even though the ex-
pectations have to be toned down given the
terror arm which is still active in our subconti-
nent.

Overall, I have come here to thank Presi-
dent Obama for all that he has done to
strengthen, to widen and deepen cooperation

sic task is to improve the standard of liv
our people, to get rid of mass poverty
rance, and disease, which still afflict m
and millions of our people. And in that
gle, we want America to stand by our sid
in the President, the United States has a
who realizes and recognizes the contri
that a resurgent India can make not o
fighting poverty, but also to global pea
prosperity.

President Obama. Thank you so much

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p
the Oval Office at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to Nina Davuluri, win
the 2014 Miss America pageant. Prime 
ter Singh referred to Prime Minister M
mad Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan.

Joint Statement by President Obama and Prime Minister Manmohan S
of India
September 27, 2013

The Prime Minister of India Dr. Manmohan
Singh and the President of the United States of
America Barack Obama met this morning fol-
lowed by a working luncheon at the White
House. Marking their third bilateral summit,
the two Leaders reflected proudly on the
transformation of United States-India relations
during the last decade, affirming that the part-
nership between the two democratic nations is
stronger today than at any point in its 67-year
history.

Rooted in common democratic values and
strong people-to-people ties, the United States
and India have developed a comprehensive
global strategic partnership, both in name and
in substance, that has made their citizens safer
and more prosperous.

President Obama and Prime Minister Singh
pledged to make the next decade equally as
transformative, challenging their governments
to reach the full potential of this partnership,
particularly in the areas of security coopera-
tion, bilateral trade and investment, energy

and environment, higher education, and
architecture.

The Leaders called for expanding s
cooperation between the United States a
dia to address 21st century challenges 
areas of counter-terrorism, cyber, spac
global health security. 

Applauding bilateral defense coope
including trade and military exercises,
dent Obama and Prime Minister Sin
pressed satisfaction with the progress ac
to date in defense relations. They emph
the need for more intensive defense co
tion on both sides. The Leaders reaf
their desire to further strengthen d
trade cooperation, endorsing a Joint D
tion on Defense Cooperation as a means
hancing their partnership in defense tec
gy transfer, joint research, co-develop
and co-production. President Obama e
aged the further participation of U.S. fi
partnering India’s efforts to enhance 
fense capacities. President Obama als
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comed India’s decision to participate in the
Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) naval exercise

dress all trade and investment policy issues of
bilateral concern so as to remove obstacles and
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hosted by U.S. Pacific Command in 2014.
Affirming their deep concern over the con-

tinuing threat posed by terrorism, President
Obama and Prime Minister Singh stressed the
need for joint and concerted effort, including
dismantling of terrorist safe havens, and dis-
rupting all financial and tactical support for
terrorism. The Leaders decided to significantly
expand information sharing and intelligence
cooperation to address threats to their respec-
tive nations, including strengthening the bilat-
eral relationship to exchange information on
known and suspected terrorists. The Leaders
emphasized the importance of expanding
homeland security cooperation to enhance ex-
changes on megacity policing strategies, secur-
ing the global supply chain and anti-counter-
feiting efforts. India welcomed the U.S. offer
of membership in the U.S. “Global Entry”
Trusted Traveler Network Program, to facili-
tate expedited entry of Indian travelers to the
United States. 

Noting that two-way trade has increased
fivefold since 2001 to nearly $100 billion, Pres-
ident Obama and Prime Minister Singh agreed
that there are no insurmountable impediments
to bilateral trade increasing an additional five-
fold. President Obama expressed confidence
that the ongoing Indian economic reforms and
policy measures to liberalize India’s economy
would accelerate economic growth, opening
greater avenues for trade and creating jobs in
both countries. In this respect, the Leaders
recognized in particular the role and contribu-
tion of the Indian and U.S. Information Tech-
nology (IT) industry and the IT enabled ser-
vice industry in strengthening India-U.S. trade
and investment relations. 

The Leaders reaffirmed their commitment
to concluding a high-standard Bilateral Invest-
ment Treaty that will foster openness to invest-
ment, transparency, and predictability, and
thereby support economic growth and job cre-
ation in both countries. The Leaders wel-
comed progress toward increased engagement
by experts from both governments, underlin-
ing the need for expeditious progress to ad-

improve the business environment in
countries. In this respect, both sides agr
consider establishing a Joint Committee
vestment in Manufacturing.

The Leaders also committed their o
to work toward a successful outcome 
World Trade Organization Ministerial C
ence in Bali.

The Leaders welcomed the robust co
tion in cutting-edge scientific researc
joint collaboration in science, innovatio
entrepreneurship, for the benefit of citiz
both countries. The United States wel
the invitation by India for the United St
be Partner Country in India’s Scienc
Technology Summit in 2014.

President Obama and Prime Minister
discussed ways to strengthen bilateral eff
promote energy efficiency, clean energ
address climate change.

In the civil nuclear power sector, Pre
Obama and Prime Minister Singh note
with government-to-government proc
agreed, commercial negotiations betwee
companies and the Nuclear Power Co
tion of India (NPCIL) are proceeding
welcomed the announcement that NPC
U.S. nuclear company Westinghouse hav
cluded a Preliminary Contract to develop
clear power plant in Gujarat in India. B
on this, the Leaders urged NPCIL an
companies Westinghouse and General
tric-Hitachi to expedite the necessary w
establish nuclear power plants in Gujar
Andhra Pradesh. Both sides reaffirm
commitment to the full and timely impl
tation of the India-U.S. Civil Nuclear Co
tion Agreement.

The U.S.-India Partnership to Ad
Clean Energy (PACE), launched by th
Leaders in 2009, is expected to pave th
for energy to millions of Indian househo
expand the availability of clean energy re
es to more people, President Obam
Prime Minister Singh endorsed the prop
launch Promoting Energy Access th
Clean Energy (PEACE), a PACE initiat
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rapidly deploy innovative renewable energy so-
lutions to those who currently lack access to

President Obama and Prime Minister Singh
emphasized the dangers that high oil prices
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energy.
Recognizing that climate change is a defin-

ing challenge of our time and that there are
mutual benefits to intensifying cooperation,
President Obama and Prime Minister Singh
announced the establishment of an India-U.S.
Climate Change Working Group to develop
and advance action-oriented cooperation, as
well as to begin an enhanced dialogue focusing
on working closely in developing an ambitious
climate change agreement for the post-2020
period, and on strengthening bilateral efforts
in this regard.

The two leaders agreed to immediately con-
vene the India-U.S. Task Force on hydrofluo-
rocarbons (HFCs) to discuss, inter alia, multi-
lateral approaches that include using the ex-
pertise and the institutions of the Montreal
Protocol to phase down the consumption and
production of HFCs, based on economically
viable and technically feasible alternatives, and
include HFCs within the scope of the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) and its Kyoto Protocol for
accounting and reporting of emissions. 

The Leaders are committed to support the
full implementation of the agreed outcomes
under the UNFCCC with its ongoing negotia-
tions. They strongly welcomed the efforts of
the Secretary-General of the United Nations to
mobilize political will through 2014 toward the
successful adoption of a protocol, another legal
instrument, or an agreed outcome with legal
force under the convention applicable to all
parties by 2015, during COP–21 that France
stands ready to host. They also supported com-
plementary initiatives, through multilateral ap-
proaches that include using the expertise and
the institutions of the Montreal Protocol to
phase down the production and the consump-
tion of HFCs, based on the examination of ec-
onomically viable and technically feasible alter-
natives. They will continue to include HFCs
within the scope of UNFCCC and its Kyoto
Protocol for accounting and reporting of emis-
sions.

can pose to the global economy and th
to increase oil market transparency and
gency response collaboration, through 
coordination and bilateral dialogue. 

President Obama and Prime Minister
believe that the United States and India 
look to each other as partners of first re
addressing global challenges. 

The Leaders reflected on the imp
strategic partnerships the United State
India have formed with Afghanistan, re
ing their commitment to supporting a s
security and political transition. The L
recognized that violent extremists conti
pose challenges to Afghanistan’s securi
stability and, in this context, emphasiz
need for coordinated international supp
help build the capacity of Afghan Nation
fense and Security Forces. They note
both India and the United States will r
committed to contribute to peace, st
and development in Afghanistan durin
critical transformation decade (2015–202

President Obama and Prime Minister
strongly condemned the September 26 
ist attack in Samba in Jammu and Ka
They reiterated their condemnation of 
ism in all its forms and reaffirmed thei
mitment to eliminating terrorist safe 
and infrastructure, and disrupting terror
works including Al-Qa’ida and the Lash
Taiba. The Leaders called for Pakistan t
toward bringing the perpetrators of th
vember 2008 Mumbai attacks to justice.

In the spirit of their continuing non-pr
ation cooperation, the Leaders review
close cooperation of the United States a
dia to realize India’s intention of joini
multilateral export control regimes. The
dent reaffirmed the United States supp
India’s early membership in these g
Looking ahead to the 2014 Nuclear S
Summit in The Hague, India and the U
States also will deepen their cooperati
cluding through the 2010 Memorand
Understanding with India’s Global Cen
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Nuclear Energy Partnership, to strengthen
global nuclear security.

Building on ongoing consultations between
India and the United States on East Asia, Cen-
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The Leaders stressed the need for diploma-
cy to resolve outstanding issues relating to
Iran’s nuclear program, and called on Iran to
comply with its IAEA and UN Security Coun-
cil obligations. 

The two Leaders also deplored the use of
chemical weapons in Syria, stressing that the
global norm against the use of chemical weap-
ons by anyone and anywhere must be main-
tained. 

Consistent with the U.S. rebalance to Asia
and India’s Look East policy, the Leaders ex-
pressed a desire to partner more closely with
other Asia-Pacific countries, including greater
coordination with Japan, China and ASEAN,
among others, including through the evolving
institutional architecture of the region. The
Leaders share a commitment to support re-
gional multilateral institutions as they continue
to develop into effective bodies built on inter-
national rules and norms that can address
shared challenges.

Noting the contributions of Indian peace-
keepers to global peace and stability for 60
years, the Leaders decided to expand their
United Nations peacekeeping cooperation, in-
cluding capacity-building efforts with third
countries. Reaffirming that in the years ahead,
the United States looks forward to a reformed
UN Security Council with India as a perma-
nent member, President Obama and Prime
Minister Singh agreed that both their nations
bear a responsibility to ensure that the Security
Council continues to effectively play the role in
maintaining international peace and security
envisioned in the United Nations Charter.

tral Asia, and West Asia, and the trilater
logue mechanisms with Afghanistan and
respectively, the Leaders agreed to e
their consultations to include a dialogue 
Indian Ocean Region, to deepen coord
on cross-cutting issues including mariti
curity and conservation of natural resour

The Leaders resolved to work toget
end extreme poverty, including throu
panding efforts to end preventable
deaths through the Child Survival Call 
tion. Fifty years after the launch of India
agricultural “Green Revolution,” the L
applauded their countries’ work togethe
African partners Kenya, Malawi, and Lib
provide capacity building and exchang
practices for food security. 

Looking forward, President Obam
Prime Minister Singh recognized th
creased cooperation in these area
strengthen the United States-India st
partnership, highlighting shared dem
values and the capabilities the United 
and India have to work together acros
and around the globe. The two countrie
crossed a threshold in their relations 
both recognize that successes at hom
abroad are further advanced by their co
tion. 

Today’s meeting demonstrates that t
terests of the United States and India co
to converge, and this partnership will 
be a defining one for the 21st century.

NOTE: An original was not available for
cation of the content of this joint stateme

Joint Statement—United States-India Joint Declaration on De
Cooperation
September 27, 2013

India-United States defense cooperation
and engagement has increased significantly
over the past decade, in step with the overall
deepening of India-U.S. relations. We contin-
ue to work toward achieving the full vision of

expanded defense cooperation set forth
2005 New Framework Agreement.

In this context, India and the United
endorse the following general princip
fulfilling this vision:
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• The United States and India share com-
mon security interests and place each

which would further facilitate technology
sharing.
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other at the same level as their closest
partners. This principle will apply with
respect to defense technology transfer,
trade, research, co-development and co-
production for defense articles and ser-
vices, including the most advanced and
sophisticated technology. They will work
to improve licensing processes, and,
where applicable, follow expedited li-
cense approval processes to facilitate this
cooperation. The United States and India
are also committed to protecting each
other’s sensitive technology and informa-
tion.

• The United States continues to fully sup-
port India’s full membership in the four
international export control regimes,

• The two sides will continue their 
to strengthen mutual understand
their respective procurement s
and approval processes, and to a
process-related difficulties in d
trade, technology transfer, and coll
tion.

The two sides look forward to the iden
tion of specific opportunities for coop
and collaborative projects in advanced d
technologies and systems, within the nex
Such opportunities will be pursued b
sides in accordance with their national p
and procedures, in a manner that would 
the full potential of the relationship.

NOTE: An original was not available for
cation of the content of this joint stateme

Remarks on the Federal Budget
September 27, 2013

Good afternoon, everybody. Before I discuss
the situation in Congress, let me say a few
things about two important opportunities in
our foreign policy.

Iran

Just now I spoke on the phone with Presi-
dent Rouhani of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
The two of us discussed our ongoing efforts to
reach an agreement over Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram. I reiterated to President Rouhani what I
said in New York: While there will surely be
important obstacles to moving forward and
success is by no means guaranteed, I believe
we can reach a comprehensive solution.

I’ve directed Secretary Kerry to continue
pursuing this diplomatic effort with the Iranian
Government. We had constructive discussions
yesterday in New York with our partners, the
European Union, the United Kingdom,
France, Germany, Russia, and China, together
with the Iranian Foreign Minister. Going for-
ward, President Rouhani and I have directed

our teams to continue working expedit
in cooperation with the P–5-plus-1, to 
an agreement. And throughout this p
we’ll stay in close touch with our friends 
lies in the region, including Israel.

Now, we’re mindful of all the cha
ahead. The very fact that this was the firs
munication between an American and I
President since 1979 underscores the
mistrust between our countries, but it a
dicates the prospect of moving beyond th
ficult history.

I do believe that there is a basis for a 
tion. Iran’s Supreme Leader has issued a
against the development of nuclear we
President Rouhani has indicated that Ir
never develop nuclear weapons. I’ve 
clear that we respect the right of the I
people to access peaceful nuclear energy
context of Iran meeting its obligations. 
test will be meaningful, transparent, and
able actions, which can also bring relie
the comprehensive international sanctio
are currently in place.
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Resolving this issue, obviously, could also
serve as a major step forward in a new relation-

situation that’s developed over the past few
weeks on Capitol Hill.
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ship between the United States and the Islamic
Republic of Iran, one based on mutual interest
and mutual respect. It would also help facili-
tate a better relationship between Iran and the
international community, as well as others in
the region, one that would help the Iranian
people fulfill their extraordinary potential, but
also help us address other concerns that could
bring greater peace and stability to the Middle
East.

A path to a meaningful agreement will be
difficult, and at this point, both sides have sig-
nificant concerns that will have to be over-
come. But I believe we’ve got a responsibility
to pursue diplomacy and that we have a unique
opportunity to make progress with the new
leadership in Tehran. I also communicated to
President Rouhani my deep respect for the
Iranian people.

Syria

Now, as I said before, this comes on the
same day that we can accomplish a major dip-
lomatic breakthrough on Syria, as the United
Nations Security Council will vote on a resolu-
tion that would require the Asad regime to put
its chemical weapons under international con-
trol so they can ultimately be destroyed. This
binding resolution will ensure that the Asad re-
gime must keep its commitments or face con-
sequences. We’ll have to be vigilant about fol-
lowing through, but this could be a significant
victory for the international community and
demonstrate how strong diplomacy can allow
us to secure our country and pursue a better
world.

Federal Budget

Now, America’s security and leadership
don’t just depend on our military strength or
our alliances or our diplomacy. First and fore-
most, America’s strength depends on a strong
economy where our middle class is growing
and everyone who works hard has a chance to
get ahead. So let me say a few words about the

Here at home, the United States Co
has two pressing responsibilities: pass a b
on time and pay our bills on time.

If Congress chooses not to pass a bud
Monday—the end of the fiscal year—th
shut down the Government, along with
vital services that the American people d
on. The good news is, within the past cou
hours, the United States Senate, Dem
and Republicans, acted responsibly by 
to keep our Government open and del
the services the American people expec
it’s up to Republicans in the House of R
sentatives to do the same. I say that b
obviously Democrats have a great inte
making sure that these vital services co
to help the American people.

So far, the Republicans in the Ho
Representatives have refused to move fo
And here’s the thing: Unlike the last tim
threatened this course of action, this 
isn’t really about deficits. In fact, our d
are falling at the fastest pace that they h
60 years. By the end of this year, we wi
cut our deficits by more than half since
office. So that’s not what this is about. 
fact, if you’ve been following the disc
the Republicans in the House don’t even
a pretense that that’s what this is about.

Instead, the House Republicans are s
cerned with appeasing the Tea Part
they’ve threatened a Government shutd
worse unless I gut or repeal the Affo
Care Act.

I said this yesterday; let me repeat it:
not going to happen. More than a hundre
lion Americans currently, already hav
benefits and protections under the la
Tuesday, about 40 million more America
be able to finally buy quality, affordable
care, just like anybody else. Those mark
es will be open for business on Tuesd
matter what, even if there’s a Gover
shutdown. That’s a done deal.

As I’ve said before, if Republicans hav
cific ideas on how to genuinely impro
law, rather than gut it, rather than de
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rather than repeal it, I’m happy to work with
them on that through the normal democratic

urged Republicans to knock it off, pass a bud-
get, and move on. Let’s get this done.
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processes. But that will not happen under the
threat of a shutdown.

So, over the next 3 days, House Republicans
will have to decide whether to join the Senate
and keep the Government open or shut it
down because they can’t get their way on an is-
sue that has nothing to do with the deficit.

I realize that a lot of what’s taking place
right now is political grandstanding. But this
grandstanding has real effects on real people.
If the Government shuts down on Tuesday,
military personnel, including those risking
their lives overseas for us right now, will not
get paid on time. Federal loans for rural com-
munities—small-business owners, families
buying a home—will be frozen. I’m already
starting to get letters from people worried that
this will have an impact on them directly. Criti-
cal research into lifesaving discoveries will be
immediately halted.

The Federal Government has a large role
across the country and touches the lives of mil-
lions of people, and those people will be
harmed. And even the threat of a shutdown al-
ready is probably having a dampening effect on
our economy; we saw that the last time these
kinds of shenanigans were happening up on
Capitol Hill.

So to any Republican in Congress who’s cur-
rently watching, I’d encourage you to think
about who you’re hurting. There are probably
young people in your office right now who
came to work for you, without much pay, be-
cause they believed that public service was no-
ble. You’re preparing to send them home with-
out a paycheck. You’ve got families with kids
back in your districts who serve their country
in the Federal Government, and now they
might have to plan how they’re going to get by
if you shut the Government down.

Past shutdowns have disrupted the econo-
my, and this shutdown would as well. It would
throw a wrench into the gears of our economy
at a time when those gears have gained some
traction. And that’s why many Republican Sen-
ators and many Republican Governors have

Now, this brings me to Congress’s s
responsibility. Once they vote to keep th
ernment open, they also have to vote 
the next couple of weeks to allow the Tr
to pay the bills for the money that Co
has already spent. I want to repeat: Rais
debt ceiling is simply authorizing the Tr
to pay for what Congress has already 
rized.

Failure to meet this responsibility wo
far more dangerous than a Governmen
down. It would effectively be an eco
shutdown, with impacts not just her
around the world. We don’t fully unde
what might happen, the dangers involve
cause no Congress has ever actually thre
default. But we know it would have a pro
destabilizing effect on the entire econom
the world economy, because America 
bedrock of world investment. The dollar
reserve currency. The debt that is issued
Treasury is the foundation for our capita
kets. That’s why you don’t fool with it.

Now, some Republicans have suggeste
unless I agree to an even longer list 
mands—not just gutting the health car
but cutting taxes for millionaires or rollin
rules on big banks and polluters or oth
projects that they’d like to see and t
been trying to get passed over the last 
of years—that they would push the b
throw America into default for the first t
history, and risk throwing us back into a
sion.

Now, I am willing to work with anybod
wants to have a serious conversation abo
fiscal future. I’ve demonstrated that by p
forward serious reforms to tax and entitl
programs that would bring down our lon
deficits. I have said in the past—and I w
tinue to say—that I’m willing to make a
bunch of tough decisions, ones that may
entirely welcomed by my own party.

But we’re not going to do this und
threat of blowing up the entire economy
not negotiate over Congress’s responsib
pay the bills that have already been rack
230-207_Text_.pdf   336 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Sept. 28

1109

Voting for the Treasury to pay America’s bills is
not a concession to me. That’s not doing me a

open for a few months. The continuing resolu-
tion, the bill that’s designed to avert a Govern-
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favor. That’s simply carrying out the solemn re-
sponsibilities that come with holding office up
there. I don’t know how I can be more clear
about this. Nobody gets to threaten the full
faith and credit of the United States just to ex-
tract political concessions. No one gets to hurt
our economy and millions of innocent people
just because there are a couple of laws that you
do not like.

It has not been done in the past; we’re not
going to start doing it now. I’m not going to
start setting a precedent—not just for me, but
for future Presidents—where one Chamber in
Congress can basically say, each time there
needs to be a vote to make sure Treasury pays
its bills, we’re not going to sign it unless our
particular hobbyhorse gets advanced.

Imagine if you had a Republican President
and a Democratic Speaker, and the Democrat-
ic Speaker said, well, we’re not going to pass a
debt ceiling unless we raise corporate taxes by
40 percent or unless we pass background
checks on guns or whatever other list of agenda
items Democrats were interested in. Does any-
body actually think that we would be hearing
from Republicans that that was acceptable be-
havior?

That’s not how our constitutional system is
designed. We are not going to do it. The Amer-
ican people have worked too hard to recover
from a bunch of crises—several of them now
over the last couple of years inflicted by some
of the same folks in Congress that we’re talking
about now—to see extremists in Congress
cause another crisis.

And keep in mind, by the way, this whole
thing has to do with keeping the Government

ment shutdown, basically just funds the
ernment for another couple months, 
could be doing this all over again. I’m su
American people are thrilled about that.

And that’s why we’ve got to break this
My message to Congress is this. Do no
down the Government. Do not shut do
economy. Pass a budget on time. Pay ou
on time. Refocus on the everyday conce
the American people.

There will be differences between D
crats and Republicans. We can have al
of conversations about how to resolve
differences. There will be areas where w
work together. There will be areas whe
disagree. But do not threaten to bu
house down simply because you haven’t 
a hundred percent of your way. That’s n
our democracy is supposed to work.

Every day that this goes on is anoth
that we’re not focused on doing what w
to be focused on, which is rebuilding thi
country of ours so that our middle c
growing and everybody has got opportu
they’re willing to work hard. That’s wh
focused on. That’s what Congress should
cused on as well. All right?

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:42 p.m.
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room 
White House. In his remarks, he refer
Minister of Foreign Affairs Mohammad
Zarif-Khonsari and Supreme Leader Ay
Ali Hoseini-Khamenei of Iran; and Pre
Bashar al-Asad of Syria.

The President’s Weekly Address
September 28, 2013

Hi, everybody. This Tuesday is an important
day for families, businesses, and our economy.
It’s the day a big part of the Affordable Care
Act kicks in and tens of millions of Americans
will finally have the same chance to buy quali-
ty, affordable health care as everybody else.

It’s also the day that a group of far
Republicans in Congress might cho
shut down the Government and pote
damage the economy just because
don’t like this law. I’ll get to that in 
ond. 
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But first, here’s what the Affordable Care
Act means for you. If you’re one of the vast ma-

Monday, the end of the fiscal year, the Govern-
ment shuts down, along with many vital servic-
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jority of Americans who already have health
care, you already have new benefits you didn’t
before, like free mammograms and contracep-
tive care with no copay and discounts on pre-
scription medicine for seniors. You’ve already
got new protections in place too, like no more
lifetime limits on your care, no more discrimi-
nating against children with preexisting condi-
tions like asthma, or being able to stay on your
parent’s plan until you turn 26. That’s all in
place and available to Americans with health
insurance right now.

If you don’t have health insurance, or if you
buy it on the individual market, then starting
this Tuesday, October 1, you can visit health-
care.gov to find what’s called the health insur-
ance marketplace in your State.

This is a website where you can compare in-
surance plans side by side, the same way you’d
shop for a TV or a plane ticket. You’ll see new
choices and new competition. Many of you will
see cheaper prices, and many of you will be el-
igible for tax credits that bring down your costs
even more. Nearly 6 in 10 uninsured Ameri-
cans will be able to get coverage for a hundred
dollars or less.

If you’re one of the up to half of Americans
with a preexisting condition, these new plans
mean your insurer can no longer charge you
more than anybody else. They can’t charge
women more than men for the same coverage.
And they take effect on January 1.

So get covered at healthcare.gov and spread
the word. These marketplaces will be open for
business on Tuesday, no matter what. The Af-
fordable Care Act is one of the most important
things we’ve done as a country in decades to
strengthen economic security for the middle
class and all who strive to join the middle class.
And it is going to work.

That’s also one of the reasons it’s so disturb-
ing that Republicans in Congress are threaten-
ing to shut down the Government—or worse—
if I don’t agree to gut this law. 

Congress has two responsibilities right now:
pass a budget on time, and pay our bills on
time. If Congress doesn’t pass a budget by

es the American people depend on. On F
the Senate passed a bill to keep the G
ment open. But Republicans in the 
have been more concerned with appeas
extreme faction of their party than work
pass a budget that creates new jo
strengthens the middle class. And in th
couple of days, these Republicans will h
decide whether to join the Senate and ke
Government open or create a crisis th
hurt people for the sole purpose of adv
their ideological agenda.

Past Government shutdowns have dis
the economy. This shutdown would too
moment when our economy has s
gained traction and our deficits have bee
ing faster than at any time in 60 years, 
down would be a purely self-inflicted w
And that’s why many Republican Senato
Republican Governors have urged Re
cans in the House of Representatives to
it off, pass a budget, and move on.

This brings me to a second respon
that Congress has. Once they vote to ke
Government open, they also have to vote
in the next couple weeks to allow the Tr
to pay the bills for the money that Co
has already spent. Failure to meet this r
sibility would be far more dangerous 
Government shutdown, it would be a
nomic shutdown, with impacts not jus
but around the world.

Unfortunately, some Republicans hav
gested that unless I agree to an even lon
of demands—not just gutting the healt
law, but things like cutting taxes for m
aires or rolling back rules on big banks an
luters—they’ll push the button, th
America into default for the first time in
ry, and risk throwing all of us back into
sion.

I will work with anyone who wants to 
serious conservation about our econom
ture. But I will not negotiate over Con
responsibility to pay the bills it has a
racked up. I don’t know how to be mor
about this: no one gets to threaten the fu
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and credit of the United States of America just
to extract ideological concessions. No one gets

That’s what I’m focused on. That’s what I’ll
keep fighting for.
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to hurt our economy and millions of innocent
people just because there are a couple laws
that you don’t like. It hasn’t been done in the
past, and we’re not going to start doing it now.

The American people have worked too hard
to recover from crises to see extremists in their
Congress cause another one. And every day
this goes on is another day that we can’t contin-
ue the work of rebuilding the American middle
class. Congress needs to pass a budget in time,
pay its bills on time, and refocus on the every-
day concerns of the people who sent them
there.

Thanks so much.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 4:15 p.m. on September 27 in th
Dining Room at the White House for 
cast on September 28. In the address, th
ident referred to H.J. Res. 59. The tra
was made available by the Office of the
Secretary on September 27, but was e
goed for release until 6 a.m. on Septemb
The Office of the Press Secretary also re
a Spanish language transcript of this add

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya
Israel and an Exchange With Reporters
September 30, 2013

President Obama. Well, it’s a pleasure to
welcome Prime Minister Netanyahu back to
the Oval Office. I think I’ve had the pleasure of
hosting him more often than just about any
other world leader, and hopefully, this will pro-
vide just some small measure of repayment for
the wonderful visit that I had in Israel this
spring. And I want to thank him and his family
and his entire team for the tremendous hospi-
tality that we had when we were there.

The Prime Minister and I were just talking
about the fact, these are hectic times, and no-
where is that more true obviously than in the
Middle East. And so we had an opportunity for
a wide-ranging discussion about a range of is-
sues.

I commended him for entering into good-
faith negotiations with the Palestinian Authori-
ty in discussing how we can resolve what has
been obviously one of the biggest challenges
for a very long time in the region. And both
Prime Minister Netanyahu and President Ab-
bas have assigned outstanding negotiators.
They have been engaging in serious conversa-
tions. And our goal continues to be to help fa-
cilitate—not dictate, but facilitate—the kinds
of genuine negotiations that will result in two
states living side by side in peace and security.

And we have a limited amount of ti
achieve that goal, and I appreciate the 
Minister’s courage in being willing to st
ward on behalf of that goal.

We had an opportunity to discuss the
tion in Syria. Obviously, we have a broad
strategic concerns in Syria. We are
pleased that there is the possibility of 
getting chemical weapons stockpiles 
Syria. But I think we both share a dee
cern that we have to be able to verify a
force what has now been agreed to at the
ed Nations. Chemical weapons inside o
obviously have threatened Syrian civilia
over the long term, also pose a threat to
And we want to make sure that we get th
discriminate, horrible weapons out of th

And so we’ll—we are consulting with 
ternational community on these issues,
shared with the Prime Minister our beli
we have to move with speed and dispa
actually making sure that the agreemen
was arrived at in the United Nations 
lowed through on.

In addition, we have the larger ques
how to deal with the civil war that’s 
place in Syria. And given Israel’s signific
terests in the spillover effects of ac
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there, we will be consulting very closely with
them.

But we enter into these negotiations very
clear eyed. They will not be easy. And anything
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We had an opportunity to discuss Egypt,
and I shared with him what I said at the United
Nations just a week ago, which is that we con-
tinue to have concerns about what has hap-
pened in Egypt, but we also are committed to a
constructive relationship with Egypt, in part
because of the important role that the Camp
David Accords and the Egypt-Israeli peace
serve not only for the stability and security in
both those countries, but also for security in
the region and U.S. security. So we will contin-
ue to work with the Egyptian Government, al-
though urging them and pushing them in a di-
rection in—that is more inclusive and that
meets the basic goals of those who originally
sought for more freedom and more democracy
in that country.

And we had an opportunity obviously to dis-
cuss Iran. Both the Prime Minister and I agree,
since I came into office, that it is imperative
that Iran not possess a nuclear weapon. That is
important for American security; it is impor-
tant for Israeli security; it’s important for world
security because we do not want to trigger a
nuclear arms race in the most volatile region in
the world. And given the statements and ac-
tions from the Iranian regime in the past—the
threats against Israel, the acts against Israel—it
is absolutely clear that words are not sufficient,
that we have to have actions that give the inter-
national community confidence that, in fact,
they are meeting their international obligations
fully and that they are not in a position to have
a nuclear weapon.

What I also shared with the Prime Minister
is that, because of the extraordinary sanctions
that we have been able to put in place over the
last several years, the Iranians are now pre-
pared, it appears, to negotiate. We have to test
diplomacy. We have to see if, in fact, they are
serious about their willingness to abide by in-
ternational norms and international law and in-
ternational requirements and resolutions. And
we in good faith will approach them, indicating
that it is our preference to resolve these issues
diplomatically.

that we do will require the highest stand
verification in order for us to provide th
of sanctions relief that I think they are l
for.

So we will be in close consultation wit
el and our other friends and allies in the 
during this process, and our hope is th
can resolve this diplomatically. But as
dent of the United States, I’ve said befo
I will repeat that we take no options off 
ble, including military options, in ter
making sure that we do not have a—n
weapons in Iran that would destabilize 
gion and potentially threaten the United
of America.

In all of this, our unshakeable bond w
Israeli people is stronger than ever. Ou
mitment to Israel’s security is stronger th
er. And we are very much looking forw
continuing to work with our friends in Is
make sure that U.S. security interests ar
Israel’s security interests are met, but ho
ly, that we can also bring about greater
and greater stability in a region that ha
wracked with violence and tensions for 
long.

And I appreciate the Prime Minister’s
He is always candid, and we’re always a
have not only a good working relations
the Prime Ministerial level, but also beca
the outstanding work that our staffs do.

So, Mr. Prime Minister, welcome. 
you very much.

Prime Minister Netanyahu. Thank yo
President, thank you for welcoming me a
delegation on what I know is a very bu
for you in Washington today.

There are many things on your plate
know that you know and the American 
know that there is no better ally—mor
able, more stable, more democratic—
than Israel in a very broad, dangerous pla
I welcome the opportunity that we’re ha
discuss how we work closely together 
dress the enormous challenges that fac
of us. And I think of those, the most imp
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challenge is preventing Iran from developing
nuclear weapons.
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I appreciate deeply the fact that you have
made clear that you remain committed to this
goal. I also appreciate the statement you made
that Iran’s conciliatory words have to be
matched by real actions: transparent, verifi-
able, meaningful actions.

Iran is committed to Israel’s destruction. So,
for Israel, the ultimate test of a future agree-
ment with Iran is whether or not Iran disman-
tles its military nuclear program. We have a
saying in Hebrew. We call it mivchan hatot-
za’a. You would say it in English, “What’s the
bottom line?” And the bottom line, again, is
that Iran fully dismantles its military nuclear
program.

In this regard, I wanted to express my ap-
preciation to you for the enormous work that’s
been done to have a sanctions regime in place
to thwart Iran’s pursuit of nuclear weapons. I
believe that it’s the combination of a credible
military threat and the pressure of those sanc-
tions that has brought Iran to the negotiating
table.

I also believe that if diplomacy is to work,
those pressures must be kept in place. And I
think they should not be lessened until there is
verifiable success. And in fact, it is Israel’s firm
belief that if Iran continues to advance its nu-
clear program during negotiations, the sanc-
tions should be strengthened. It’s the combina-
tion, I believe, that has guided your policy and
our policy so far, that has put a credible mili-
tary threat and strong sanctions—I think is still
the only formula that can get a peaceful resolu-
tion of this problem.

Mr. President, we discussed many of these,
but I want to use this opportunity to thank you,
Secretary of State Kerry, and others in your ad-
ministration for helping to advance peace be-
tween Israel and the Palestinians. I remain
committed to that peace. And I hope that our
efforts—our common efforts—would lead to a
secure and lasting peace.

We know that for peace to endure, it must
be based on Israel’s capacity to defend itself by
itself. And I hope that we can achieve a historic
transformation that will give a better future for

well.
So I want to thank you again for your

tality, for your efforts, and it’s very, ver
to see you again.

President Obama. Thank you so much

Federal Government Shutdown

Q. Mr. President, are you resigned to 
ernment shutdown at this point? And
how close we are to the midnight de
have you had any conversations with S
Boehner over the past few days?

President Obama. I am not at all res
And I’ll have a chance to obviously speak
to this. I’m going to have a Cabinet m
this afternoon and may have some f
thoughts for the press as the day goes o
the bottom line is that the Senate has pa
bill that keeps the Government open, do
have a lot of extraneous issues to it, that
us then to negotiate a longer term budg
address a range of other issues, but th
sures that we’re not shutting down the G
ment and we’re not shutting down the 
my at a time when a lot of families ou
are just getting some traction and d
themselves out of the hole that we’ve h
consequence of the financial crisis.

I’ve said before, Congress has two res
bilities: Pass a budget; pay the bills. An
not only open to, but eager to have, n
tions around a long-term budget that 
sure that we’re investing in middle clas
lies, helping the economy grow, giving 
who are working hard a leg up and grea
curity and stability, and deals with some
long-term challenges in terms of debt an
cits.

But the only way to do that is for eve
to sit down in good faith without threaten
harm women and veterans and children
Government shutdown. And certainly, w
have any kind of meaningful negotiatio
der the cloud of potential default, the 
U.S. history.

There’s not a world leader, if you took
who would say that it would be respons
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consistent with America’s leadership in the
world for us not to pay our bills. We are the

But there’s a pretty straightforward solution
to this. If you set aside the short-term politics

 it sim-
ly and

ybody.

.m. in
his re-

 Tour-
ational
 to the
imme-
unities
ational
out of

ations
 every-
ent is
2 mil-

ve Du-
round
t shut-
edicat-
will do
usand
ly fur-

ed are
tgages,
These

s go to
. They
re the
untry.

 a con-
should
overn-

onom-
t shut-
ficant-
1114

foundation of the world economy and the
world financial system. And our currency is the
reserve currency of the world. We don’t mess
with that. And we certainly don’t allow domes-
tic policy differences on issues that are unrelat-
ed to the budget to endanger not only our
economy, but the world economy. So I suspect
that I will be speaking to the leaders today, to-
morrow, and the next day.

and you look at the long term here, what
ply requires is everybody to act responsib
do what’s right for the American people.

All right? Thank you very much, ever
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:39 p
the Oval Office at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to H.J. Res. 59.

Remarks on the Federal Budget
September 30, 2013

Good afternoon, everybody. Of all the re-
sponsibilities the Constitution endows to Con-
gress, two should be fairly simple: pass a bud-
get and pay America’s bills.

But if the United States Congress does not
fulfill its responsibility to pass a budget today,
much of the United States Government will be
forced to shut down tomorrow. And I want to
be very clear about what that shutdown would
mean: what will remain open and what will not.

With regard to operations that will continue:
If you’re on Social Security, you will keep re-
ceiving your checks. If you’re on Medicare,
your doctor will still see you. Everyone’s mail
will still be delivered. And Government opera-
tions related to national security or public safe-
ty will go on. Our troops will continue to serve
with skill, honor, and courage. Air traffic con-
trollers, prison guards, those who are with bor-
der control—our Border Patrol will remain on
their posts, but their paychecks will be delayed
until the Government reopens. NASA will shut
down almost entirely, but Mission Control will
remain open to support the astronauts serving
on the Space Station.

I also want to be very clear about what
would change. Office buildings would close.
Paychecks would be delayed. Vital services that
seniors and veterans, women and children,
businesses and our economy depend on would
be hamstrung. Business owners would see de-
lays in raising capital, seeking infrastructure
permits, or rebuilding after Hurricane Sandy.
Veterans who have sacrificed for their country

will find their support centers unstaffed.
ists will find every one of America’s n
parks and monuments—from Yosemite
Smithsonian to the Statue of Liberty—
diately closed. And of course, the comm
and small businesses that rely on these n
treasures for their livelihoods will be 
customers and out of luck.

And in keeping with the broad ramific
of a shutdown, I think it’s important that
body understand, the Federal Governm
America’s largest employer. More than 
lion civilian workers and 1.4 million Acti
ty military serve in all 50 States and all a
the world. In the event of a Governmen
down, hundreds of thousands of these d
ed public servants who stay on the job 
so without pay, and several hundred tho
more will be immediately and indefinite
loughed without pay.

What, of course, will not be furlough
the bills that they have to pay: their mor
their tuition payments, their car notes. 
Americans are our neighbors. Their kid
our schools. They worship where we do
serve their country with pride. They a
customers of every business in this co
And they would be hurt greatly—and as
sequence, all of us will be hurt greatly—
Congress choose to shut the people’s G
ment down.

So a shutdown will have a very real ec
ic impact on real people right away. Pas
downs have disrupted the economy signi
230-207_Text_.pdf   342 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Sept. 30

1115

ly. This one would too. It would throw a
wrench into the gears of our economy at a time

with the fear that one illness could send them
into bankruptcy, Americans who’ve been
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when those gears have gained some traction.
Five years ago right now, our economy was

in meltdown. Today, our businesses have cre-
ated 7½ million new jobs over the past 3½
years, the housing market is healing, and our
deficits are falling fast. The idea of putting the
American people’s hard-earned progress at risk
is the height of irresponsibility.

And it doesn’t have to happen. Let me re-
peat this: It does not have to happen. All of this
is entirely preventable if the House chooses to
do what the Senate has already done, and that’s
the simple act of funding our Government
without making extraneous and controversial
demands in the process, the same way other
Congresses have for more than 200 years.

Unfortunately, right now House Republi-
cans continue to tie funding of the Govern-
ment to ideological demands, like limiting a
woman’s access to contraception or delaying
the Affordable Care Act, all to save face after
making some impossible promises to the ex-
treme right wing of their party.

So let me be clear about this: An important
part of the Affordable Care Act takes effect to-
morrow no matter what Congress decides to
do today. The Affordable Care Act is moving
forward. That funding is already in place. You
can’t shut it down. This is a law that passed
both Houses of Congress, a law that bears my
signature, a law that the Supreme Court up-
held as constitutional, a law that voters chose
not to repeal last November, a law that is al-
ready providing benefits to millions of Ameri-
cans in the form of young people staying on
their parent’s plan until they’re 26; seniors get-
ting cheaper prescription drugs; making sure
that insurance companies aren’t imposing life-
time limits when you already have health insur-
ance; providing rebates for consumers when
insurance companies are spending too much
money on overhead instead of health care.
Those things are already happening.

Starting tomorrow, tens of millions of Amer-
icans will be able to visit healthcare.gov to shop
for affordable health care coverage. So Ameri-
cans who’ve lived—for years in some cases—

priced out of the market just because t
been sick once, they’ll finally be able to
coverage, quality coverage, many of the
the first time in their lives.

Some of them may be sick as we spea
this is their best opportunity to get some
rity and some relief. Tens of thousa
Americans die every single year becaus
don’t have access to affordable health
Despite this, Republicans have said tha
lock these Americans out of affordable 
care for one more year—if we sacrifi
health care of millions of Americans—
they’ll fund the Government for a cou
more months. Does anybody truly belie
we won’t have this fight again in a couple
months? Even at Christmas?

So here’s the bottom line: I’m always 
to work with anyone of either party to
sure the Affordable Care Act works bet
make sure our Government works bette
always willing to work with anyone to gr
economy faster or to create new jobs fas
get our fiscal house in order for the lon
I’ve demonstrated this time and time aga
tentimes to the consternation of my own
But one faction of one party in one Ho
Congress in one branch of Gover
doesn’t get to shut down the entire G
ment just to refight the results of an elec

Keeping the people’s Government o
not a concession to me. Keeping vital s
running and hundreds of thousands of A
cans on the job is not something you give
other side. It’s our basic responsibilit
something that we’re doing for our milita
our businesses and our economy and 
hard-working people out there: the 
working for the Agricultural Departme
in some rural community who’s out there
ing some farmers make sure that they’re
ing some modest profit for all the hard
they’re putting in. They’re the person w
for HUD who’s helping somebody buy a
for the first time. They’re somebody in a 
fice who’s counseling one of our vets wh
PTSD.
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That’s who we’re here to serve. That’s why
we’re supposed to be carrying out these re-

don’t bring the entire Government to a halt or
the entire economy to a halt just because of
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sponsibilities. It’s why we should be avoiding
these kinds of constant brinksmanship. It’s
something that we do in the ordinary process
of this extraordinary system of Government
that we have. You don’t get to extract a ransom
for doing your job, for doing what you’re sup-
posed to be doing anyway, or just because
there’s a law there that you don’t like.

The American people sent us here to gov-
ern. They sent us here to make sure that we’re
doing everything we can to make their lives a
little bit better: to create new jobs, to restore
economic security, to rebuild the prospects of
upward mobility. That’s what they expect.

And they understand that there are differ-
ences between the parties, and we’re going to
be having some tough fights around those dif-
ferences. And I respect the fact that the other
party is not supposed to agree with me a hun-
dred percent of the time, just like I don’t agree
with them. But they do also expect that we

those differences.
And that’s what they deserve. T

worked too hard, for too long to recove
previous crises just to have folks here in 
ington manufacture yet another one tha
have to dig themselves out of.

So Congress needs to keep our Gover
open, needs to pay our bills on time, and
ever threaten the full faith and credit 
United States of America. And time is ru
out. My hope and expectation is that 
eleventh hour, once again, that Congre
choose to do the right thing and that the 
of Representatives, in particular, will 
the right thing.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5 p.m. 
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room 
White House. In his remarks, he refer
H.J. Res. 59.

Remarks Prior to a Cabinet Meeting
September 30, 2013

This is my Cabinet. And we’re going to be
discussing the impacts, potentially, of the shut-
down and how all these various agencies will
be managing to make sure the core essential
functions continue, but also, obviously, to help
try to manage what’s going to be a very difficult
potential situation for the employees of all
these agencies, who are doing outstanding and
very difficult work all across the country.

So I appreciate all the members of the Cabi-
net who are here. They have been doing a lot

of planning. I wish they were spending
time focusing on how to grow jobs an
economy as opposed to having to spen
figuring out how they manage a Gover
shutdown. But as always, they’re pre
And we’ll be getting a full briefing from t
tire crew during the course of this meeti

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:19 p.m.
Cabinet Room at the White House.

Remarks on the Federal Government Shutdown and the Patient Prote
and Affordable Care Act
October 1, 2013

Good morning, everybody. At midnight last
night, for the first time in 17 years, Republi-
cans in Congress chose to shut down the Fed-
eral Government. Let me be more specific:
One faction of one party in one House of Con-

gress in one branch of Government shu
major parts of the Government, all b
they didn’t like one law.

This Republican shutdown did not h
happen. But I want every American to 
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stand why it did happen. Republicans in the
House of Representatives refused to fund the

the things we need to do to grow the economy
and create jobs and get our fiscal house in or-
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Government unless we defunded or disman-
tled the Affordable Care Act. They’ve shut
down the Government over an ideological cru-
sade to deny affordable health insurance to
millions of Americans. In other words, they de-
manded ransom just for doing their job.

And many Representatives, including an in-
creasing number of Republicans, have made it
clear that had they been allowed by Speaker
Boehner to take a simple up-or-down vote on
keeping the Government open, with no parti-
san strings attached, enough votes from both
parties would have kept the American people’s
Government open and operating.

Now, we may not know the full impact of
this Republican shutdown for some time. It
will depend on how long it lasts. But we do
know a couple of things. We know that the last
time Republicans shut down the Government
in 1996, it hurt our economy. And unlike 1996,
our economy is still recovering from the worst
recession in generations.

We know that certain services and benefits
that America’s seniors and veterans and busi-
ness owners depend on must be put on hold.
Certain offices, along with every national park
and monument, must be closed. And while last
night, I signed legislation to make sure our 1.4
million Active Duty military are paid through
the shutdown, hundreds of thousands of civil-
ian workers—many still on the job, many
forced to stay home—aren’t being paid, even if
they have families to support and local busi-
nesses that rely on them. And we know that the
longer this shutdown continues, the worse the
effects will be. More families will be hurt.
More businesses will be harmed.

So, once again, I urge House Republicans to
reopen the Government, restart the services
Americans depend on, and allow the public
servants who have been sent home to return to
work. This is only going to happen when Re-
publicans realize they don’t get to hold the en-
tire economy hostage over ideological de-
mands.

As I’ve said repeatedly, I am prepared to
work with Democrats and Republicans to do

der over the long run. Although I shoul
this shutdown isn’t about deficits or sp
or budgets. After all, our deficits are fal
the fastest pace in 50 years. We’ve cut th
half since I took office. In fact, many of t
mands the Republicans are now making
actually raise our deficits.

So no, this shutdown is not about d
It’s not about budgets. This shutdown is
rolling back our efforts to provide health
ance to folks who don’t have it. It’s all
rolling back the Affordable Care Act
more than anything else, seems to be wh
Republican Party stands for these days. 
it’s strange that one party would make k
people uninsured the centerpiece of
agenda, but that apparently is what it is.

And of course, what’s stranger still 
shutting down our Government doesn
complish their stated goal. The Affo
Care Act is a law that passed the Ho
passed the Senate. The Supreme Court r
constitutional. It was a central issue 
year’s election. It is settled, and it is h
stay. And because of its funding sourc
not impacted by a Government shutdow

And these Americans are here with 
day because, even though the Governm
closed, a big part of the Affordable Care
now open for business. And for them, an
lions like them, this is a historic day for 
reason. It’s been a long time coming, b
day, Americans who have been forced
without insurance can now visit healthca
and enroll in affordable new plans tha
quality coverage. That starts today.

And people will have 6 months to si
So over the next 6 months, people are go
have the opportunity—many times—in
cases, for the first time in their lives—to
fordable coverage that they desperately n

Now, of course, if you’re one of the 8
cent of Americans who already have hea
surance, you don’t need to do a thing. 
already benefiting from new benefits an
tections that have been in place for som
under this law. But for the 15 perc
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Americans who don’t have health insurance,
this opportunity is life changing.

Most uninsured Americans will find that they
can get covered for a hundred dollars or less.
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Now, let me just tell folks a few stories that
are represented here today. A few years ago,
Amanda Barrett left her job in New York to
take care of her parents. And for a while, she
had temporary insurance that covered her
multiple sclerosis. But when it expired, many
insurers wouldn’t cover her because of her MS.
And she ended up paying $1,200 a month.
That’s nowhere near affordable. So starting to-
day, she can get covered for much less, be-
cause today’s new plan can’t use your medical
history to charge you more than anybody else.

Sky-high premiums once forced Nancy
Beigel to choose between paying her rent or
paying for health insurance. She’s been unin-
sured ever since. So she pays all of her medical
bills out of pocket, puts some on her credit
card, making them even harder to pay. Nancy
says: “They talk about those who fall through
the cracks. I fell through the cracks 10 years
ago, and I’ve been stuck there ever since.”
Well, starting today, Nancy can get covered
just like everybody else.

Trinace Edwards was laid off from her job a
year ago today. Six months ago, she was diag-
nosed with a brain tumor. She couldn’t afford
insurance on the individual market, so she
hasn’t received treatment yet. Her daughter
Lenace, a student at the University of Mary-
land, is considering dropping out of school to
help pay her mom’s bills. Well, starting today,
thanks to the Affordable Care Act, Trinace can
get covered without forcing her daughter to
give up on her dreams.

So if these stories of hard-working Ameri-
cans sound familiar to you, well, starting today,
you and your friends and your family and your
coworkers can get covered too. Just visit
healthcare.gov, and there you can compare in-
surance plans, side by side, the same way you’d
shop for a plane ticket on Kayak or a TV on
Amazon. You enter some basic information;
you’ll be presented with a list of quality, afford-
able plans that are available in your area, with
clear descriptions of what each plan covers and
what it will cost. You’ll find more choices, more
competition, and in many cases, lower prices.

And you don’t have to take my word
Go on the website, healthcare.gov, check
for yourself. And then show it to your 
and your friends and help them get co
just like mayors and churches and comm
groups and companies are already fanni
to do across the country.

And there’s a hotline where you can
over the phone and get help with the appl
or just get questions that you have answe
real people in 150 different languages. So
give you that number. The numb
1–800–318–2596; 1–800–318–2596. Che
healthcare.gov. Call that number. Show
family and friends how to use it. And we c
America covered, once and for all, so th
struggles that these folks have gone throu
millions around the country have gone th
for years finally get addressed.

And let me just remind people why 
this is so important. I heard a striking s
yesterday. If you get cancer, you are 70 p
more likely to live another 5 years if yo
insurance than if you don’t. Think abou
That is what it means to have health insu

Set aside the issues of security and fi
and how you’re impacted by that, the str
volved in not knowing whether or not 
going to have health care. This is life-or
stuff. Tens of thousands of Americans di
year just because they don’t have health
ance. Millions more live with the fea
they’ll go broke if they get sick. And tod
begin to free millions of our fellow Ame
from that fear. 

Already, millions of young adults hav
able to stay on their parents’ plans unt
turn 26. Millions of seniors already have 
a discount on their prescription medicin
ready, millions of families have actua
ceived rebates from insurance compani
didn’t spend enough on their health ca
this law means more choice, more co
tion, lower costs for millions of American

And this law doesn’t just mean econom
curity for our families. It means we’re 
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addressing the biggest drivers of our long-term
deficits. It means a stronger economy.

So, in that context, I’ll work with anybody
who’s got a serious idea to make the Affordable
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Remember, most Republicans have made a
whole bunch of predictions about this law that
haven’t come true. There are no “death pan-
els.” Costs haven’t skyrocketed, they’re grow-
ing at the slowest rate in 50 years. The last 3
years since I signed the Affordable Care Act
into law are the three slowest rates of health
spending growth on record.

And contrary to Republican claims, this law
hasn’t destroyed our economy. Over the past 3½
years, our businesses have created 7½   million
new jobs. Just today we learned that our manu-
facturers are growing at the fastest rate in 2½
years. They have factored in the Affordable
Care Act. They don’t think it’s a problem.
What’s weighing on the economy is not the Af-
fordable Care Act, but the constant series of cri-
ses and the unwillingness to pass a reasonable
budget by a faction of the Republican Party.

Now, like every new law, every new product
rollout, there are going to be some glitches in
the signup process along the way that we will
fix. I’ve been saying this from the start. For ex-
ample, we found out that there have been
times this morning where the site has been
running more slowly than it normally will. The
reason is because more than 1 million people
visited healthcare.gov before 7 in the morning.

To put that in context, there were five times
more users in the marketplace this morning
than have ever been on medicare.gov at one
time. That gives you a sense of how important
this is to millions of Americans around the
country, and that’s a good thing. And we’re go-
ing to be speeding things up in the next few
hours to handle all this demand that exceeds
anything that we had expected.

Consider that just a couple of weeks ago,
Apple rolled out a new mobile operating sys-
tem. And within days, they found a glitch, so
they fixed it. I don’t remember anybody sug-
gesting Apple should stop selling iPhones or
iPads or threatening to shut down the company
if they didn’t. That’s not how we do things in
America. We don’t actively root for failure. We
get to work, we make things happen, we make
them better, we keep going.

Care Act work better. I’ve said that repe
But as long as I am President, I will not 
to reckless demands by some in the Re
can Party to deny affordable health ins
to millions of hard-working Americans.

I want Republicans in Congress to 
These are the Americans you’d hurt if w
you were allowed to dismantle this law. A
cans like Amanda, Nancy, and Trinace
now finally have the opportunity for basi
rity and peace of mind of health care ju
everybody else, including Members of
gress. The notion that you’d make a con
for reopening the Government that I
sure these folks don’t have health car
doesn’t make any sense. It doesn’t ma
sense.

Now, let me make one closing poin
Republican shutdown threatens our ec
at a time when millions of Americans a
looking for work and businesses are star
get some traction. So the timing is not go
course, a lot of the Republicans in the 
ran for office 2 years ago promising t
down the Government, and so, appa
they’ve now gotten their wish. But as I’
before, the irony that the House Repu
have to contend with is, they’ve shut d
whole bunch of parts of the Governme
the Affordable Care Act is still open fo
ness.

And this may be why you’ve got ma
publican Governors and Senators and 
growing number of reasonable Repu
Congressmen who are telling the extrem
of their party to knock it off, pass a b
move on.

And I want to underscore the fact tha
gress doesn’t just have to end this shu
and reopen the Government, Congress 
ally has to stop governing by crisis. The
to break this habit. It is a drag on the eco
It is not worthy of this country.

For example, one of the most imp
things Congress has to do in the next 
weeks is to raise what’s called the debt c
And it’s important to understand what 
230-207_Text_.pdf   347 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Oct. 1 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

This is a routine vote. Congress has taken this
vote 45 times to raise the debt ceiling since

something that they don’t want to do. That’s
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Ronald Reagan took office. It does not cost tax-
payers a single dime. It does not grow our defi-
cits by a single dime. It does not authorize any-
body to spend any new money whatsoever. All
it does is authorize the Treasury to pay the bills
on what Congress has already spent.

Think about that. If you buy a car and you’ve
got a car note, you do not save money by not
paying your car note. You’re just a deadbeat. If
you buy a house, you don’t save money by not
authorizing yourself to pay the mortgage.
You’re just going to be foreclosed on your
home. That’s what this is about.

It is routine. It is what they’re supposed to
do. This is not a concession to me. It is not
some demand that’s unreasonable that I’m
making. This is what Congress is supposed to
do as a routine matter. And they shouldn’t wait
until the last minute to do it. The last time Re-
publicans even threatened this course of ac-
tion—many of you remember, back in 2011—
our economy staggered, our credit rating was
downgraded for the first time. If they go
through with it this time and force the United
States to default on its obligations for the first
time in history, it would be far more dangerous
than a Government shutdown, as bad as a shut-
down is. It would be an economic shutdown.

So I’ll speak more on this in the coming
days, but let me repeat: I will not negotiate
over Congress’s responsibility to pay bills it’s
already racked up. I’m not going to allow any-
body to drag the good name of the United
States of America through the mud just to re-
fight a settled election or extract ideological
demands. Nobody gets to hurt our economy
and millions of hard-working families over a
law you don’t like.

There are a whole bunch of things that I’d
like to see passed through Congress that the
House Republicans haven’t passed yet, and I’m
not out there saying, well, I’m not—I’m going
to let America default unless Congress does

how our Government should operate
that’s true whether there’s a Democrat 
office or a Republican in this office. D
matter whether it’s a Democratic Ho
Representatives or a Republican-con
House of Representatives. There are 
rules that everybody abides by becau
don’t want to hurt other people just b
we have a political disagreement.

So my main—my basic message to Co
is this: Pass a budget. End the Gover
shutdown. Pay your bills. Prevent an eco
shutdown. Don’t wait. Don’t delay. Do
our economy or our people through th
longer.

I am more than happy to work with th
all kinds of issues. I want to get back to
on the things that the American people s
here to work on: creating new jobs
growth, new security for our middle clas

We’re better than this. Certainly, the A
can people are a lot better than this. An
lieve that what we’ve accomplished for 
da and Nancy and Trinace and tens of m
of their fellow citizens on this day prov
even when the odds are long and the ob
are many, we are and always will be a c
that can do great things together.

Thank you very much, everybody. Go
you. Thank you, all of you, for the grea
that you’re doing. And thank you, Kathle
belius, for the outstanding work that sh
ing making sure that millions of America
get health insurance.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:01 p.m.
Rose Garden at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to Washington, DC
dent Amanda Barrett; Beltsville, MD, re
Nancy J. Beigel; and Temple Hills, MD
dent Trinace Edwards.
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Remarks at M. Luis Construction Company in Rockville, Maryland
October 3, 2013
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The President. Hello, everybody! Good to
see all of you. Please, please have a seat. Well,
hello, Rockville!

Let me start by recognizing three public ser-
vants who fight hard every day for Maryland
families and businesses. Now, first of all, Con-
gressman Chris Van Hollen is here. Yay, Chris!
Congressman John Delaney is here. And we
have the acting head of the Small Business Ad-
ministration, Jeanne Hulit is here.

And I also want to give a big thanks to your
bosses, Cidalia and Natalia, for being such gra-
cious hosts. I had a chance to meet them at the
White House, and—[applause]. Thank you.
Now I know where they got their good looks
from, because I had a chance to meet mom
and dad, and their beautiful families. So I’m so
glad to be here. And I had a chance to learn a
little bit about their story. So when their par-
ents brought them from Portugal to America
almost 40 years ago, no one in the family spoke
a word of English. But that didn’t stop their fa-
ther Manuel and their mother Albertina from
having a big dream, believing that if they
worked hard, they could get ahead and that
even though they’d never had any schooling,
maybe their daughters could go to college.
Maybe in America you could make it if you
tried. That’s what they believed.

So they started their own construction com-
pany with a pickup truck and a wheelbarrow.
And when Cidalia and Natalia turned 14, they
began to help: cleaning tools, translating docu-
ments. And they became the first in their fami-
ly to go to college. And after graduation, they
started their own business, and later, they
bought the family business from their parents.
So today, M. Luis Construction is a $60 million
company with about 250 employees. And I un-
derstand you’re opening your fourth office at
the end of this month. So this story is what
America is all about. You start off, maybe you
don’t have a lot, but you’re willing to work
hard, you put in the time, opportunities out
there, and you’re able to pass on an even better

life to your family, your children, your 
children.

And it’s good news that after how ha
construction industry got hit during the
sion, things are starting to get a little 
Remember, it was just 5 years ago th
economy was in a free fall. Businesse
shedding hundreds of thousands of jobs
single month, and the recession ultimate
millions of Americans their jobs, their h
their savings—everything they had w
hard to build.

Today, over the last 3½ years, our bu
es have added 7½ million new jobs. Ou
cits are falling. Our housing market is h
which means construction is improving. 
facturing is growing. The auto industry i
America is on pace to become the numb
energy producer in the world this year.
small businesses have gotten loans so th
grow and they can hire, just like M. Lu
with the help of the Small Business Jo
that I signed 3 years ago. So that’s part o
allowed this company to grow.

So we still have a long way to go. We’
got a lot of work to do, especially to rebu
middle class. But we’re making steady
ress. And the reason I’m here is, we ca
ford to threaten that progress right now
now hundreds of thousands of Ame
hard-working Americans, suddenly are
ceiving their paycheck. Right now they’r
rying about missing the rent or their mo
or even making ends meet. We can all re
that. Imagine if suddenly you weren’
whether you were going to get your ne
check, with all the bills that might be mo
up. Well, that’s what’s happening right 
hundreds of thousands of Americans acr
country.

Companies like this one worry tha
businesses are going to be disrupted, b
obviously—particularly in an area like 
land, Virginia, where there are a lot of F
workers—you don’t know how that’s go
impact the economy. Veterans, s
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women—they’re all worrying that the services
they depend on will be disrupted too.

guing, so neither side is behaving properly. I
want everybody to understand what’s hap-
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And the worst part is, this time it’s not be-
cause of a once-in-a-lifetime recession. This
isn’t happening because of some financial cri-
sis. It’s happening because of a reckless Re-
publican shutdown in Washington.

Audience member. That’s right!
The President. Now, we’ve all seen the offic-

es locked down, the monuments closed. We’ve
heard about services denied; we’ve heard
about benefits that are delayed. But the im-
pacts of the shutdown go way beyond those
things that you’re seeing on television. Those
hundreds of thousands of Americans—a lot of
whom live around here—don’t know when
they’re going to get their next paycheck, and
that means stores and restaurants around here
don’t know if they’ll have as many customers.

Across the country, you’ve got farmers in ru-
ral areas and small-business owners who de-
serve a loan, but they’re being left in the lurch
right now. They might have an application
pending as we speak, but there’s nobody in the
office to process the loan. The SBA gives a bil-
lion dollars of loans a month to small business-
es. A billion dollars a month goes to small busi-
nesses all across the country. Right now those
can’t be processed because there’s nobody
there to process them.

Veterans who deserve our support are get-
ting less help. Little kids who deserve a Head
Start have been sent home from the safe places
where they learn and grow every single day.
And of course, their families then have to
scramble to figure out what to do. And the lon-
ger this goes on, the worse it will be. And it
makes no sense.

The American people elected their repre-
sentatives to make their lives easier, not hard-
er. And there is one way out of this reckless
and damaging Republican shutdown: Congress
has to pass a budget that funds our Govern-
ment with no partisan strings attached.

Now, I want everybody to understand what’s
happened, because sometimes when this gets
reported on, everybody kind of thinks, well,
you know, both sides are just squabbling;
Democrats and Republicans, they’re always ar-

pened here. The Republicans passed a t
rary budget for 2 months at a funding lev
we, as Democrats, actually think is way t
because we’re not providing help for
small businesses, doing more for early
hood education, doing more to rebuild 
frastructure. But we said, okay, while we
trying to figure out this budget, we’re pr
to go ahead and take the Republican b
levels that they proposed.

So the Senate passed that with no stri
tached, not because it had everythin
Democrats wanted. In fact, it had ver
that the Democrats wanted. But we sai
go ahead and just make sure that other 
aren’t hurt while negotiations are still 
place.

So that’s already passed the Senate. A
know there are enough Republicans and
ocrats to vote in the House of Represen
for the same thing. So I want everybody
derstand this: There are enough Repu
and Democrats in the House of Repre
tives today that, if the Speaker of the H
John Boehner, simply let the bill get 
floor for an up-or-down vote—every Con
man could vote their conscience—the
down would end today.

The only thing that is keeping the G
ment shut down, the only thing prev
people from going back to work and ba
search starting back up and farmers and
business owners getting their loans—th
thing that’s preventing all that from happ
right now, today, in the next 5 minutes—
Speaker John Boehner won’t even let t
get a yes-or-no vote, because he doesn’
to anger the extremists in his party. Tha
That’s what this whole thing is about.

We’ve heard a lot from congression
publicans in the past couple of days sayin
don’t want this shutdown. Well, there’s 
ple way to prove it. Send the bill to the
Let everybody vote. It will pass. Send m
bill. I will sign it. The shutdown will be
and we can get back to the business of g
ing and helping the American people.
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It could happen in the next half hour. Na-
tional parks, monuments, offices would all re-

thing out of this. And I don’t know what that
even is.” Think about that.
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open immediately. Benefits and services would
resume again. Hundreds of thousands of dedi-
cated public servants who are worrying about
whether they’re going to be able to pay the
mortgage or pay the car note, they’d start going
back to work right away. So my simple message
today is: Call a vote. Call a vote.

Audience members. Call a vote!
The President. Put it on the floor, and let ev-

ery individual Member of Congress make up
their own minds. And they can show the Amer-
ican people, are you for a shutdown or not? If
you’re not for a shutdown, you’ll vote for the
bill; if you’re for a shutdown, you won’t vote for
a bill. We don’t have to twist anybody’s arms.
But that way, the American people will be
clear about who is responsible for the shut-
down. Or alternatively, more hopefully, they’d
be clear that this is something that doesn’t
make sense and we should go ahead and make
sure that we’re looking out for the American
people. It should be that simple.

But as I said, the problem we’ve got is that
there’s one faction of one party in one half of
one branch of Government that so far has re-
fused to allow that yes-or-no vote unless they
get some massive partisan concessions in ex-
change for doing what they’re supposed to be
doing anyway, in exchange for doing what ev-
erybody else agrees is necessary. And they
won’t agree to end the shutdown until they get
their way. And you may think I’m exaggerating,
but just the other day, one Tea Party Republi-
can called the idea of a shutdown “wonderful.”
Another said that a shutdown is “exactly what
we wanted.” Well, they got exactly what they
wanted. Now they’re trying to figure out how
to get out of it.

Just yesterday one House Republican said—
I’m quoting here, all right, because I want to
make sure people understand I didn’t make
this up—one House Republican said: “We’re
not going to be disrespected. We have to get
something out of this. And I don’t know what
that even is.” That was a quote. “We’re not go-
ing to be disrespected. We’ve got to get some-

You have already gotten the opportu
serve the American people. There is no 
honor than that. You’ve already gotten t
portunity to help businesses like thi
workers like these. So the American peo
en’t in the mood to give you a goodie ba
with it. What you get is our intelligence p
sionals being back on the job. What you
our medical researchers back on the job
you get are little kids back into Head
What you get are our national parks and 
ments open again. What you get is the 
my not stalling, but continuing to grow
you get are workers continuing to be 
That’s what you get. That’s what you sho
asking for. Take a vote, stop this farce, an
this shutdown right now.

If you’re being disrespected, it’s beca
that attitude you got: that you deserve 
something for doing your job. Everybod
just does their job, right? You don’t—if
working here and in the middle of the d
just stopped and said, you know what, I w
get something, but I don’t know exactl
I’m going to get. [Laughter] But I’m jus
to stop working until I get something. I
ing to try—I’m going to shut down the
plant until I get something.

Audience member. You’d get fired.
The President. You’d get fired. [App

Right? Because the deal is, you’ve alread
ten hired. You’ve got a job. You’re ge
paycheck. And so you also are getting the
of doing a good job and contributing to 
ness and looking out for your fellow w
That’s what you’re getting. Well, it sho
be any different for a Member of Congr

Now, unlike past shutdowns—I w
make sure everybody understands th
cause, again, sometimes, the tendency is
well, both sides are at fault—this one ha
ing to do with deficits or spending or bu
Our deficits are falling at the fastest pac
years. We’ve cut the deficits in half since
office. And some of the things that the R
licans are asking for right now would a
add to our deficits. Seriously.
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So this is not about spending. And this isn’t
about fiscal responsibility. This whole thing is

voters rejected the Presidential candidate that
ran on a platform to repeal it. So the Afford-
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about one thing: the Republican obsession
with dismantling the Affordable Care Act and
denying affordable health insurance to millions
of Americans. That’s all this has become about.
That seems to be the only thing that unites the
Republican Party these days.

Through this whole fight, they’ve said the
American people don’t want Obamacare, so we
should shut down the Government to repeal it
or delay it. But here’s the problem: The Gov-
ernment is now shut down, but the Affordable
Care Act is still open for business. So they’re
not even accomplishing what they say they
want to accomplish. And by the way, in the first
2 days since the new marketplaces—basically,
big group plans that we’ve set up—the first two
2 that they opened, websites where you can
compare and purchase new affordable insur-
ance plans and maybe get tax credits to reduce
your costs, millions of Americans have made it
clear, they do want health insurance.

More than 6 million people visited the web-
site healthcare.gov the day it opened. Nearly
200,000 people picked up the phone and called
the call center. In Kentucky alone—this is a
State where I didn’t—I didn’t win Kentucky.
[Laughter] So I know they weren’t doing it for
me. In Kentucky, nearly 11,000 people applied
for new insurance plans in the first 2 days. Just
in one State, Kentucky. And many Americans
are finding out when they go on the website
that they’ll save a lot of money or get health in-
surance for the first time.

So my—I would think that if in fact this was
going to be such a disaster that the Republi-
cans say it’s going to be, that it was going to be
so unpopular, they wouldn’t have to shut down
the Government. They could wait, nobody
would show any interest, there’d be, like, two
people on the website—[laughter]—and ev-
erybody would then vote for candidates who
want to repeal it.

It’s not as if Republicans haven’t had a
chance to debate the health care law. It passed
the House of Representatives. It passed the
Senate. The Supreme Court ruled it constitu-
tional. You remember all this. Last November,

able Care Act has gone through every
democratic process, all three branches o
ernment. It’s the law of the land. It’s h
stay.

I’ve said to Republicans, if there are s
things you think can improve the law to m
even better for people as opposed to ju
ting it and leaving 25 million people w
health insurance, I’m happy to talk 
about that. But a Republican shutdown
change the fact that millions of people
health insurance and that the Affordabl
Act is being implemented. The shutdow
not change that. All the shutdown is d
making it harder for ordinary Americans
by and harder for businesses to create jo
time when our economy is just starting 
traction again.

You’ve heard Republicans say that O
acare will hurt the economy, but the ec
has been growing and creating jobs. The
greatest threat to our economy and to ou
nesses like this one is not the Affordabl
Act, it’s the unwillingness of Republic
Congress to stop refighting a settled elec
making the demands that have nothing
with the budget. They need to move on
actual business of governing. That’s wh
help the economy. That’s what will gro
economy. That’s what will put people b
work.

And more than that, House Repu
need to stop careening from one crisis 
other in everything they do. Have you n
that? Since they’ve taken over the Ho
Representatives, we have one of these
every 3 months. Have you noticed? An
keep on thinking, all right, well, this is g
be the last one; they’re not going to d
again. And then they do it again.

I know you’re tired of it. I’m tired o
doesn’t mean that they’re wrong on eve
gle issue. I’ve said I’m happy to negotiat
you on anything. I don’t think any one
has a monopoly on wisdom. But you do
gotiate by putting a gun to the other p
head or, worse yet, by putting a gun 
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American people’s head by threatening a shut-
down.

ning. The last time the House Republicans
flirted with not raising the debt ceiling, back in
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And by the way, even after Congress re-
opens your Government, it’s going to have to
turn around very quickly and do something
else, and that’s pay America’s bills. I want to
spend a little time on this. It’s called—it’s
something called raising the debt ceiling. And
it’s got a lousy name, so a lot of people end up
thinking, I don’t know, I don’t think we should
raise our debt ceiling, because it sounds like
we’re raising our debt. But that’s not what this
is about.

It doesn’t cost taxpayers a single dime. It
doesn’t grow our deficits by a single dime. It
doesn’t allow anybody to spend any new money
whatsoever. So it’s not something that raises
our debt. What it does is allow the U.S. Trea-
sury, the U.S. Government to pay the bills that
Congress has already racked up. I want you to
think about this.

If you go to a restaurant, you order a meal,
you eat it. Maybe you have some wine. Maybe
you have two glasses of wine, great meal. And
then you look at the tab—it’s pretty expen-
sive—and you decide, I’m not going to pay the
bill. Well, you’re not saving money. You’re not
being frugal. You’re just a deadbeat, right?
[Laughter] If you buy a house and you decide,
man, this month, I’d rather go on vacation
somewhere, so I’m not going to pay my mort-
gage, you didn’t just save yourself some money.
You’re just going to get foreclosed on.

So you don’t save money by not paying your
bills. You don’t reduce your debt by not paying
your bills. All you’re doing is making yourself
unreliable and hurting your credit rating. And
you’ll start getting those phone calls and those
notices in the mail. And the next time you try
to borrow, somebody is going to say, uh-uh, be-
cause you don’t pay your bills; you’re a dead-
beat. Well, the same is true for countries.

The only thing that the debt ceiling does is
to let the U.S. Treasury pay for what Congress
has already bought. That’s why it’s something
that has been routine. Traditionally, it’s not a
big deal. Congress has raised it 45 times since
Ronald Reagan took office. This is just kind of
a routine part of keeping the Government run-

2011—some of you remember this—our
omy took a bad hit. Our country’s credit
was downgraded for the first time, ju
you’d be downgraded if you didn’t pa
mortgage.

This time, they are threatening to a
force the United States to default on its 
tions for the very first time in history.
you’ll hear John Boehner and Mitch M
nell and these other Republicans say, we
want to default. But everybody know
written about in all the papers—that th
sic theory is, okay, if the shutdown d
work, then we are going to try to get so
tra concessions out of the President. We
like a long laundry list, all the things t
want that we can’t get passed on our ow
if we don’t get it, we’ll tell them we don
won’t vote to pay the country’s bills. W
the country default.

I’m not just making this up. I mea
common knowledge. Every reporter
knows it. And I want you to understa
consequences of this. As reckless as a G
ment shutdown is, as many people as b
as are being hurt by a Government shu
an economic shutdown that results fro
fault would be dramatically worse. In a
ernment shutdown, Social Security chec
go out on time. In an economic shutdo
we don’t raise the debt ceiling, they do
out on time.

In a Government shutdown, disability
fits still arrive on time. In an economic
down, they don’t. In a Government shu
millions of Americans—not just Federal
ers—everybody faces real economic ha
In an economic shutdown, falling pensio
home values and rising interest rates on
like mortgages and student loans—all
things risk putting us back into a bad rec
which will affect this company and those
ers and all of you. And that’s not my an
That’s—every economist out there is 
the same thing. We’ve never done it befo

And the United States is the center 
world economy. So if we screw up, eve
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gets screwed up. The whole world will have
problems, which is why generally nobody has

and along with each check, they included a
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ever thought to actually threaten not to pay our
bills. It would be the height of irresponsibility.
And that’s why I’ve said this before; I’m going
to repeat it: There will be no negotiations over
this. The American people are not pawns in
some political game. You don’t get to demand
some ransom in exchange for keeping the Gov-
ernment running. You don’t get to demand
ransom in exchange for keeping the economy
running. You don’t get to demand ransom for
doing your most basic job.

And the sooner that the Republicans in
Congress heed the warnings not just of me or
Democrats like Chris and John, but heed the
warnings of the Chamber of Commerce and
CEOs and economists and a whole lot of Re-
publicans outside of Congress; they’re all say-
ing, do not do this. They’re all saying to Con-
gress, do your job. And the sooner you do your
job, the less damage you’ll do to our economy
and to businesses like this one.

So pass a budget, end the Government shut-
down. Pay our bills. Prevent a economic shut-
down. Just vote and end this shutdown. And
you should do it today so we can get back to
growing this economy, creating jobs, and
strengthening our middle class.

Let me close just by sharing a story I heard
as I was getting ready to come here today.
Many of you already know it. Two years ago, a
mulch factory next to M. Luis’s main equip-
ment storage facility caught fire, and most of
the company’s equipment was destroyed, caus-
ing millions of dollars in damage. But even
while the fire was still burning, dozens of em-
ployees rushed over to the facility and tried to
save as much as they could. Some of you were
probably there. And when they finished cut-
ting fire lines and spraying down the perimeter
of their own property, they went over to help
their neighbors.

And afterwards, even though all the employ-
ees here at M. Luis are on salary, even though
the company had just taken a big financial hit,
Cidalia and Natalia paid everyone overtime,

had appreciated the efforts of the w
And Cidalia said, everybody says the b
asset to a business is employees. Some 
mean it; some people don’t. We actually

So this company right here is full of fol
do right by each other. They don’t try to
they can work every angle. They don’t lie
each other. They don’t try to undermin
other. They understand they’re supposed
on the same team. You pitch in, you look 
one another. When somebody gets kn
down, you help them back up. You do
what can you get out of this, because you
that success doesn’t depend on one of 
depends on all of you working together.

Well, America is no different. I se
same spirit in so many cities and towns
visit all across the country. It is alive an
all across the country. It’s alive and well
community where restaurants and bus
are rallying around their regulars, and 
looking out for all the dedicated publ
vants who have been furloughed. You’v
reading stories about restaurants who a
ing, you know what, while you’re on fur
come on, we’ll give you a burger, we’ll gi
a meal, we’ll help you out.

That’s the American ideal. It says,
working together, looking out for one an
meeting our responsibilities, doing ou
thinking about future generations. And
why I believe, ultimately, reason and co
sense will prevail. That spirit, at some
will infiltrate Washington as well. Bec
think the American people are so good 
decent, they’re going to get better be
from their Government than this. And
once again make sure this is a country 
you can make it if you try.

So thank you, everybody. God bles
God bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:49 a
his remarks, he referred to Cidalia
Akbar, president, and Natalia Luis, vice
1126
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dent, M. Luis Construction Co. Inc., and their
parents Albertina and Manuel Luis; Reps. Mi-

and 2012 Republican Presidential nominee
W. Mitt Romney. He also referred to H.J.
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The President’s Weekly Address
October 5, 2013

Good morning. Earlier this week, the Re-
publican House of Representatives chose to
shut down a Government they don’t like over a
health care law that they don’t like. Now, I’ve
talked a lot about the real-world consequences
of this shutdown in recent days: the services
disrupted, the benefits delayed, the public ser-
vants kicked off the job without pay.

But today I want to let the Americans deal-
ing with those real-world consequences have
their say. And these are just a few of the many
heartbreaking letters I’ve gotten from them in
the past couple weeks, including more than
30,000 over the past few days.

Kelly Mumper lives in rural Alabama. She
works in early education, and she has three
kids of her own in the Marines. Here’s what
she wrote to me on Wednesday:

Our Head Start agency was forced to stop
providing services on October 1 for over
770 children, and 175 staff were fur-
loughed. I’m extremely concerned for the
welfare of these children. There are par-
ents who work and who attend school.
Where are they leaving their children? Is
it a safe environment? Are [they] getting
the food that they receive at their Head
Start program?

On the day Julia Pruden’s application to buy
a home for her and her special needs children
was approved by the USDA’s rural develop-
ment direct loan program, she wrote me from
Minot, North Dakota:

We put in an offer to purchase a home
this weekend, and it was accepted. If
funding does not go through, our chances
of the American Dream [are] down the
drain. We’ve worked really hard to get
our credit to be acceptable to purchase a

home. If it weren’t for the direct l
program provided by the USD
would not qualify to buy the hom
found.

These are just two of the many lette
received from people who work hard,
make ends meet, try to do right by thei
lies. They’re military or military s
who’ve seen commissaries closed on the
es. They’re veterans worried the s
they’ve earned won’t be there. They’re
ness owners who’ve seen their contract
the Government put on hold, worried 
have to let people go. I want them to k
read the stories you share with me.

These are our fellow Americans. The
the people who sent us here to serve. 
know that Republicans in the House of R
sentatives are hearing the same kinds of 
too.

As I made clear to them this week, 
only one way out of this reckless and dam
shutdown: pass a budget that funds ou
ernment with no partisan strings attache
Senate’s already done this. And the
enough Republican and Democratic vo
the House of Representatives willing to 
same and end this shutdown immediate
fortunately, the far right of the Repu
Party won’t let Speaker Boehner give tha
yes-or-no vote. Take that vote. Stop this
End this shutdown now.

The American people don’t get to d
ransom in exchange for doing their job
ther does Congress. They don’t get to ho
democracy or our economy hostage over
tled law. They don’t get to kick a child
Head Start if they don’t agree to take h
ent’s health insurance away. That’s no
our democracy is supposed to work.
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That’s why I won’t pay a ransom in exchange
for reopening the Government. And I certainly

These Americans and millions of others are
counting on Congress to do the right thing.
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won’t pay a ransom in exchange for raising the
debt ceiling. For as reckless as a Government
shutdown is, an economic shutdown that
comes with default—with America not paying
its bills—would be dramatically worse.

I’ll always work with anyone of either party
on ways to grow this economy, create new jobs,
and get our fiscal house in order for the long
haul. But not under the shadow of these
threats to our economy. So my message is sim-
ple: Pass a budget. End this Government shut-
down. Pay our bills. Prevent an economic shut-
down.

And I will do everything I can to mak
they do.

Thanks.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 3 p.m. on October 4 in the Dipl
Reception Room at the White Hou
broadcast on October 5. In the addre
President referred to H.J. Res. 59. The
script was made available by the Office
Press Secretary on October 4, but was e
goed for release until 6 a.m. on October 

Remarks on the Federal Government Shutdown
October 7, 2013

Okay. I’m here at FEMA for a couple of rea-
sons. First of all, I want to thank Craig Fugate,
his entire team, and the incredible workers
who are here at FEMA. They are having to,
under less than optimal situations, still respond
to Mother Nature, which doesn’t stop just be-
cause the Government has shut down.

I wanted to get initially a briefing on what
had happened with Hurricane Karen, became
Tropical Storm Karen, and then fortunately
dissipated, so we dodged a bullet there. In the
meantime, we’re on tornado watch here in the
Mid-Atlantic States because of severe weather
patterns. And we’ve got blizzards up north;
we’ve got some weather patterns in the middle
of the country that we’re still monitoring. And
so I just want to say thank you to all of you for
the incredible work that you’re doing.

I think it’s important to understand that the
people here at FEMA have been doing every-
thing they can to respond to potential events.
Here at FEMA, they’re in touch with their
State and local partners in case resources are
needed. FEMA remains prepared for natural
disasters year around, with supplies preposi-
tioned in distribution centers across the coun-
try.

But their job has been made more difficult.
Thanks to the folks at FEMA, we were pre-
pared for what might have happened down in

Florida. Nevertheless, the Government
shut down, services are still interrupte
hundreds of thousands of hard-working 
servants, including many FEMA profess
are still furloughed without pay, or they
allowed to work at all.

So Craig was just explaining to me, h
FEMA, about 86 percent of the FEMA
force is furloughed. In response to the 
tial event that might have happened do
Florida and along the coasts, Craig calle
200 of those workers. Keep in mind, 
them back doesn’t mean they were g
paid, it just means they had the privil
working without pay to make sure tha
were doing everything they can to resp
the potential needs of their fellow citizen

Now that this particular storm has di
ed, Craig is going to have to refurlough a
a hundred of those folks who were called
So think about that. Here you are, som
who’s a FEMA professional dedicated to
your job; at a moment’s notice, you’re 
to show up here in case people got in t
and respond to them, even though you
getting paid, even though you don’t hav
tainty. And now you’re being put back o
lough because the Government is shut 
That’s no way of doing business.
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That, by the way, just speaks to the day-to-
day emergencies that may come up and that is

result if Congress chose to default on Ameri-
ca’s obligations.
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FEMA’s job to respond to. Craig was also ex-
plaining the fact that when it comes to training
first responders, for example, we have on a
weekly basis already scheduled training for
first responders that now have to be resched-
uled. It will probably end up ultimately costing
the Government more money for us to put
those things back together again. And so not
only is this shutdown hurting FEMA workers,
not only is it making it more difficult for us to
respond to potential natural disasters, but it
may actually end up costing taxpayers more
than it should.

Right now Congress should do what’s in the
best interests of the economy and the Ameri-
can people, and that’s move beyond this manu-
factured crisis and work together to focus on
growth, jobs, and providing the vital services
that Americans all across the country depend
on, including the services that FEMA pro-
vides.

I heard a lot of talk over the weekend that
the real problem is, is that the President will
not negotiate. Well, let me tell you something:
I have said from the start of the year that I’m
happy to talk to Republicans about anything
related to the budget. There’s not a subject
that I am not willing to engage in, work on, ne-
gotiate, and come up with commonsense com-
promises on.

What I’ve said is that I cannot do that under
the threat that if Republicans don’t get a hun-
dred percent of their way, they’re going to ei-
ther shut down the Government or they are
going to default on America’s debt, so that
America for the first time in history does not
pay its bills. That is not something I will do.
We’re not going to establish that pattern.

We’re not going to negotiate under the
threat of further harm to our economy and
middle class families. We’re not going to nego-
tiate under the threat of a prolonged shutdown
until Republicans get a hundred percent of
what they want. We’re not going to negotiate
under the threat of economic catastrophe that
economists and CEOs increasingly warn would

Now, the other thing I heard over the
end was this notion that Congress doesn
the capacity to end this shutdown. The t
the matter is, there are enough Repu
and Democratic votes in the House of R
sentatives right now to end this shutdow
mediately with no partisan strings att
The House should hold that vote today.
publicans and Speaker Boehner are 
there are not enough votes, then they 
prove it. Let the bill go to the floor and le
what happens. Just vote. Let every Mem
Congress vote their conscience, and th
determine whether or not they want t
the Government down.

My suspicion is—my very strong sus
is—that there are enough votes there. A
reason that Speaker Boehner hasn’t ca
vote on it is because he doesn’t, appa
want to see the Government shutdown 
the moment unless he’s able to extract c
sions that don’t have anything to do w
budget. Well, I think the American 
simply want Government to work. And 
no reason that there has to be a shutdo
order for the kinds of negotiations S
Boehner says he wants to proceed. H
vote. Call a vote right now, and let’s se
happens.

The second thing Congress needs to d
raise the debt ceiling next week so the
sury can pay the bills that Congress has a
spent. That’s what most Americans do 
buy something. If they buy a car or if th
a house, if they put something on a credi
they understand they’ve got to pay the b

This is something routine. It’s been
more than 40 times since Ronald Reag
President. It has never before been used
kind of ways that the Republicans are 
about using it right now. We can’t th
economic catastrophe in the midst of b
negotiations.

So authorize the Treasury to pay Am
bills. Pass a budget, end the Governmen
down, pay our bills, and prevent an eco
shutdown.
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And as soon as that happens, I am eager and
ready to sit down and negotiate with Republi-

sure that everybody was staying on the job and
fulfilling all of their various functions.
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cans on a whole range of issues: How do we
create more jobs? How do we grow the econo-
my? How do we boost manufacturing? How do
we make sure our kids are getting a first-class
education? All those things will be on the table.
I’m happy to talk about health care, happy to
talk about energy policy, how do we deal with
our long-term fiscal situation.

All those things I’ve been eager and anxious
to talk to Republicans about for the last 7
months, and I’ve put out a budget that specifi-
cally lays out my vision for how we’re going to
grow this economy. And I expect the Republi-
cans should do the same, and we can negotiate
it. But we shouldn’t hurt a whole bunch of peo-
ple in order for one side to think that they’re
going to have a little more leverage in those ne-
gotiations.

Last point I’m going to make: The bill that is
being presented to end the Government shut-
down reflects Republican priorities. It’s the
Republican budget. The funding levels of this
short-term funding bill, called the CR, is far
lower than what Democrats think it should be.
Nevertheless, Democrats are prepared to put
the majority of votes on to reopen the Govern-
ment. So when you hear this notion that Dem-
ocrats aren’t compromising, we’re compromis-
ing so much we’re willing to reopen the Gov-
ernment at funding levels that reflect Republi-
can wishes, don’t at all reflect our wishes.

For example, here at FEMA, they’re still
subject to the sequester, so even before the
shutdown, they were having trouble making

We need to get that sequester lifted
been hanging over the head of the ec
and Federal agencies during the course 
entire year. This short-term legislation
open the Government doesn’t even a
that. That has to be done in a broader b
framework.

So Democrats have said we are wil
pass a bill that reflects the Republicans’ 
ties in terms of funding levels. That’s a
significant compromise. What we’re not 
to do is to create a permanent pattern in
unless you get your way, the Governm
shut down or America defaults. That’s n
we do business in this country, and we
going to start now.

So again, I want to thank everyb
FEMA here for the extraordinary wor
we’re—that you’re doing. You show eac
every day that you take your responsibili
riously. You do your jobs with consu
professionalism. And hopefully, you’re 
a good example for Members of Co
They need to be doing the same thing. 
they do, then there’s no reason why we a
move forward and make sure that we’re
care of America’s business. All right?

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:30 p
Federal Emergency Management A
Headquarters. In his remarks, he refer
H.J. Res. 59.

The President’s News Conference
October 8, 2013

The President. Good afternoon, everybody. I
am eager to take your questions, so I’ll try to be
brief at the top.

This morning I had a chance to speak with
Speaker Boehner, and I told him what I’ve
been saying publicly, that I am happy to talk
with him and other Republicans about any-
thing, not just issues I think are important, but
also issues that they think are important. But I

also told him that having such a conver
talks, negotiations, shouldn’t require h
the threats of a Government shutdown o
nomic chaos over the heads of the Am
people.

Think about it this way. The America
ple do not get to demand a ransom for
their jobs. You don’t get a chance to ca
bank and say, “I’m not going to pay my
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gage this month unless you throw in a new car
and an Xbox.” If you’re in negotiations around

And that is not how our Government is sup-
posed to run.
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buying somebody’s house, you don’t get to say,
“Well, let’s talk about the price I’m going to
pay, and if you don’t give me the price, then
I’m going to burn down your house.”

That’s not how negotiations work. That’s not
how it happens in business; it’s not how it hap-
pens in private life. In the same way, Members
of Congress—and the House Republicans, in
particular—don’t get to demand ransom in ex-
change for doing their jobs. And two of their
very basic jobs are passing a budget and mak-
ing sure that America is paying its bills.

They don’t also get to say, “Unless you give
me what the voters rejected in the last election,
I’m going to cause a recession.” That’s not how
it works. No American President would deal
with a foreign leader like this. Most of you
would not deal with either coworkers or busi-
ness associates in this fashion, and we
shouldn’t be dealing this way here in Washing-
ton.

And I’ve heard Republicans suggest that,
well, no, this is reasonable, this is entirely ap-
propriate. But as I’ve said before, imagine if a
Democratic Congress threatened to crash the
global economy unless a Republican President
agreed to gun background checks or immigra-
tion reform? I think it’s fair to say that Repub-
licans would not think that was appropriate.

So let’s lift these threats from our families
and our businesses, and let’s get down to work.

It’s not like this is a new position that I’m
taking here. I had Speaker Boehner and the
other leaders in just last week. Either my Chief
of Staff or I have had serious conversations on
the budget with Republicans more than 20
times since March. So we’ve been talking all
kinds of business. What we haven’t been able
to get are serious positions from the Republi-
cans that would allow us to actually resolve
some core differences. And they have decided
to run out the clock until there’s a Government
shutdown or the possibility of default, thinking
that it would give them more leverage. That’s
not my characterization; they’ve said it them-
selves. That was their strategy from the start.

It’s not just me, by the way, who has
the position that we’re willing to have c
sations about anything. Senate Democra
asked to sit down with House Republica
hash out a budget, but have been rejec
the House Republicans 19 times. At the 
ning of this year, Speaker Boehner said
we want is regular order and a serious b
process, so the Senate should pass a b
the House should pass a bill. And then, 
mittee comes together and they hash ou
differences, and they send a bill to the
dent. Well, that’s exactly what Democra
Except, somewhere along the way, Hou
publicans decided they wouldn’t appoin
ple to the committee to try to negotiate 
19 times, they’ve rejected that.

So even after all that, the Democrats
Senate still passed a budget that effectiv
flects Republican priorities, at Repu
budget levels, just to keep the Gover
open. And the House Republicans could
that either.

The point is, I think not only the 
House, but also Democrats in the Sena
Democrats in the House have shown
than ample willingness to talk about any
that the Republicans are concerned abou
we can’t do it if the entire basis of the Re
can strategy is, we’re going to shut dow
Government or cause economic chaos
don’t get 100 percent of what we want.

So my suggestion to the Speaker has
and will continue to be, let’s stop the e
Let’s take a vote in the House. Let’s en
shutdown right now. Let’s put people b
work. There are enough reasonable Re
cans and Democrats in the House who a
ing to vote yes on a budget that the Sena
already passed. That vote could take pl
day. The shutdown would be over. Then
ous negotiations could proceed around
item in the budget.

Now, as soon as Congress votes to r
the Government, it’s also got to vote to
our country’s commitments—pay our
raise the debt ceiling. Because as reckle
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Government shutdown is, the economic shut-
down caused by America defaulting would be

which is why Members of Congress in both
parties don’t like to vote on it, because it makes
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dramatically worse.
And I want to talk about this for a minute,

because even though people can see and feel
the effects of a Government shutdown—
they’re already experiencing it right now—
there are still some people out there who don’t
believe that default is a real thing. And we’ve
been hearing that from some Republicans in
Congress, that default would not be a big deal.
So let me explain this.

If Congress refuses to raise what’s called the
debt ceiling, America would not be able to
meet all of our financial obligations for the first
time in 225 years. And because it’s called “rais-
ing the debt ceiling,” I think a lot of Americans
think it’s raising our debt. It is not raising our
debt. This does not add a dime to our debt. It
simply says, you pay for what Congress has al-
ready authorized America to purchase. Wheth-
er that’s the greatest military in the world or
veterans benefits or Social Security—whatev-
er it is that Congress has already authorized—
what this does is make sure that we can pay
those bills.

Now, the last time that the Tea Party Re-
publicans flirted with the idea of default 2
years ago, markets plunged, business and con-
sumer confidence plunged, America’s credit
rating was downgraded for the first time. And a
decision to actually go through with it, to actu-
ally permit default, according to many CEOs
and economists, would be—and I’m quoting
here—“insane,” “catastrophic,” “chaos.” These
are some of the more polite words.

Warren Buffett likened default to a nuclear
bomb, a weapon too horrible to use. It would
disrupt markets. It would undermine the
world’s confidence in America as the bedrock
of the global economy. And it might perma-
nently increase our borrowing costs, which, of
course, ironically, would mean that it would be
more expensive for us to service what debt we
do have, and it would add to our deficits and
our debt, not decrease them. There’s nothing
fiscally responsible about that.

Now, preventing this should be simple. As I
said, “raising the debt ceiling” is a lousy name,

you vulnerable in political campaigns. 
does not increase our debt. It does no
our deficits. It does not allow for a singl
of increased spending. All it does is allo
Treasury Department to pay for what
gress has already spent.

But as I said, it’s always a tough vote. 
don’t like doing it, although it has been
45 times since Ronald Reagan took offic
body in the past has ever seriously thre
to breach the debt ceiling until the last 2
And this is the creditworthiness of the U
States that we’re talking about. This 
word. This is our good name. This is rea

In a Government shutdown, millio
Americans face inconvenience or o
hardship. In an economic shutdown,
American could see their 401(k)s and
values fall; borrowing costs for mortgag
student loans rise. And there would be a
icant risk of a very deep recession at 
when we’re still climbing our way out 
worst recession in our lifetimes. The Am
people have already fought too hard a
long to come back from one crisis only t
handful of more extreme Republicans 
House of Representatives precipitate a
one.

Now, the good news is, over the p
years, our businesses have created 7.5 m
new jobs. Our housing market is h
We’ve cut the deficit in half since I took
The deficit is coming down faster tha
time in the last 50 years. America is po
become the number-one energy produ
the world this year. This year, for the fir
in a very long time, we’re producing m
than we’re importing.

So we’ve got a lot of good things go
us. But the uncertainty caused by just 1
of this nonsense so far has caused busine
reconsider spending and hiring. You’v
consumer confidence plunge to the lowe
el since 2008. You’ve seen mortgages h
by thousands of home buyers who weren
about the economic situation out there. A
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this adds to our deficits; it doesn’t subtract
from it.

And if reasonable Republicans want to talk
about these things again, I’m ready to head up
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So we can’t afford these manufactured crises
every few months. And as I said, this one isn’t
even about deficits or spending or budgets.
Our deficits are falling at the fastest pace in 60
years. The budget that the Senate passed is at
Republican spending levels. It’s their budget
that Democrats were willing to put votes on
just to make sure the Government was open
while negotiations took place for a longer term
budget.

And what’s happened—the way we got to
this point was one thing and one thing only,
and that was Republican obsession with dis-
mantling the Affordable Care Act and denying
health care to millions of people. That law,
ironically, is moving forward.

So most Americans—Democrats and Re-
publicans—agree that health care should not
have anything to do with keeping our Govern-
ment open or paying our bills on time, which is
why I will sit down and work with anyone of
any party not only to talk about the budget, I’ll
talk about ways to improve the health care sys-
tem. I’ll talk about ways that we can shrink our
long-term deficits. I’ll also want to talk about
how we’re going to help the middle class and
strengthen early childhood education and im-
prove our infrastructure and research and de-
velopment. There are a whole bunch of things
I want to talk about in terms of how we’re go-
ing to make sure that everybody is getting a fair
shake in this society and that our economy is
growing in a broad-based way and building our
middle class.

And by the way, if anybody doubts my sin-
cerity about that, I’ve put forward proposals in
my budget to reform entitlement programs for
the long haul and reform our Tax Code in a
way that would close loopholes for the wealthi-
est and lower rates for corporations and help
us invest in new jobs and reduce our deficits.
And some of these were originally Republican
proposals, because I don’t believe any party
has a monopoly on good ideas. So I’ve shown
myself willing to go more than halfway in these
conversations.

to the Hill and try. I’ll even spring for 
again. But I’m not going to do it until the
extreme parts of the Republican Part
forcing John Boehner to issue threats
our economy. We can’t make extortion r
as part of our democracy. Democracy d
function this way.

And this is not just for me. It’s also 
successors in office, whatever party 
from. They shouldn’t have to pay a rans
ther for Congress doing its basic job. We
to put a stop to it.

Last point I’ll make: Already this w
had to miss critical meetings in Asia t
mote American jobs and businesses. A
though—as long as we get this fixed—
not long-term damage, whenever we do
things, it hurts our credibility aroun
world. It makes it look like we don’t ha
act together. And that’s not somethi
should welcome. The greatest nation on
shouldn’t have to get permission from a 
responsible Members of Congress ever
ple of months just to keep our Gover
open or to prevent an economic catastro

So let’s pass a budget. Let’s end thi
ernment shutdown. Let’s pay our bills
avert an economic shutdown. Let’s dr
gimmicks, put aside what’s good for any 
ular party, and let’s focus on what’s go
the American people, because they know
got a lot of work to do.

All right? So with that, let me take a 
of questions, and I will start with Julie P
AP.

Bipartisanship/Federal Government Shutdow
lic Debt Limit

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Obvio
Congress does pass a clean CR and a
debt ceiling bill, those may just be shor
measures.

The President. Yes.
Q. If that happens, does your offer to

tiate with them on issues like health ca
spending and deficit reduction still stand
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intervening weeks if they pass measures that
are just perhaps 6 weeks or 2 months long?

means that in addition to debt collectors call-
ing, you’re going to have trouble borrowing in
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The President. Absolutely. I mean, what I’ve
said is that I will talk about anything. What will
happen is, we won’t agree on everything. I
mean, the truth is, is that the parties are pretty
divided on a whole big—bunch of big issues
right now. Everybody understands that. And
by the way, voters are divided on a lot of those
issues too. And I recognize that there are some
House Members, Republican House Mem-
bers, where I got clobbered in the last election,
and they don’t get politically rewarded a lot for
being seen as negotiating with me. And that
makes it harder for divided Government to
come together.

But I am willing to work through all those is-
sues. The only thing that our democracy can’t
afford is a situation where one side says, unless
I get my way and only my way, unless I get
concessions before we even start having a seri-
ous give-and-take, I’ll threaten to shut down
the Government or I will threaten to not pay
America’s bills.

So I will not eliminate any topic of conversa-
tion. And I’ve shown myself willing to engage
all the parties involved, every leader, on any is-
sue.

Q. And that applies no matter how long the
time frame is on the debt ceiling bill that they
would pass?

The President. The only thing that I will say
is that we’re not going to pay a ransom for
America paying its bills. That’s something that
should be nonnegotiable. And everybody
should agree on that. Everybody should say,
one of the most valuable things we have is
America’s creditworthiness. This is not some-
thing we should even come close to fooling
around with.

And so when I read people saying, “Oh, this
wouldn’t be a big deal, we should test it out.”
“Let’s take default out for a spin and see how it
rides.” And I say, imagine in your private life if
you decided that, I’m not going to pay my
mortgage for a month or two. First of all,
you’re not saving money by not paying your
mortgage; you’re just a deadbeat. And you can
anticipate that will hurt your credit, which

the future. And if you are able to borrow
future, you’re going to have to borrow
higher rate.

Well, what’s true for individuals is als
for nations, even the most powerful nat
Earth. And if we are creating an atmosph
which people are not sure whether or n
pay our bills on time, then that will hav
vere long-term impact on our economy 
America’s standard of living. And tha
something that we should even be in a c
sation about. That is not something th
should be using as leverage.

Okay. Julianna Goldman [Bloomberg N

Public Debt Limit

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You la
the economic consequences of default,
we were to get to that point, would you 
tize and pay bondholders first to mainta
semblance of credit or—rather than Soc
curity recipients or military service me
women? And how would you go ahea
make that determination?

The President. I am going to continue
very hopeful that Congress does not pu
that position. And I think if people unde
what the consequences are, they will s
potential scenario aside.

I do know that there have been som
have said that if we just pay bondholders
just pay people who have bought Tr
bills, that we really won’t be in default b
those interest payments will be made. A
them, what I have to remind them is we
a lot of other obligations, not just peop
pay Treasury bills. We’ve got senior c
who are counting on their Social S
check arriving on time. We have veteran
are disabled who are counting on their
fits. We have companies who are doing
ness for our Government and for our m
that have payrolls that they have to meet
they do not get paid on time, they may h
lay off workers. All those folks are pote
affected if we are not able to pay all of o
on time.
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What’s also true is if the markets are seeing
that we’re not paying all our bills on time, that

mean, think about it. The only reason that the
Republicans have held out on negotiations up
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will affect our creditworthiness even if some
people are being paid on time. So again, just to
boil this down to personal examples, if you’ve
got a mortgage, a car note, and a student loan
that you have to pay, and you say, well, I’m go-
ing to make sure I pay my mortgage, but I’m
not going to pay my student loan or my car
note, that’s still going to have an impact on
your credit. Everybody is still going to look at
that and say, you know what, I’m not sure this
person is that trustworthy. At a minimum, pre-
sumably, they’re going to charge a higher in-
terest rate. That’s what would happen to you if
you made those decisions. Well, the same is
true for the Federal Government.

So we are exploring all contingencies. I
know that Secretary Lew, the Secretary of the
Treasury, will be appearing before Congress
on Thursday, and he can address some of the
additional details about this. But let me be
clear: No option is good in that scenario.
There’s no silver bullet. There’s no magic wand
that allows us to wish away the chaos that could
result if, for the first time in our history, we
don’t pay our bills on time.

And when I hear people trying to downplay
the consequences of that, I think that’s really
irresponsible. And I’m happy to talk to any of
them individually and walk them through ex-
actly why it’s irresponsible. And it’s particularly
funny coming from Republicans, who claim to
be champions of business. There’s no business-
person out here who thinks this wouldn’t be a
big deal. Not one. You go to anywhere from
Wall Street to Main Street and you ask a CEO
of a company, or ask a small-businessperson
whether it would be a big deal if the United
States Government isn’t paying its bills on
time, they’ll tell you it’s a big deal. It would
hurt.

And it’s unnecessary. That’s the worst part
of it. This is not a complicated piece of busi-
ness. And there’s no reason why, if in fact Re-
publicans are serious about wanting to negoti-
ate, wanting to have a conversation, wanting to
talk, there’s no reason why you have to have
that threat looming over the conversations. I

until the last week or so is because
thought it was a big enough deal tha
would force unilateral concessions out of
ocrats and out of me. They said so. The
cally said, you know what, the Presiden
responsible that if we just hold our brea
say we’re going to threaten default, the
give us what we want and we won’t have 
anything in return. Again, that’s not m
count of the situation. You can read state
from Republicans over the last several m
who said this explicitly.

And so for them now to say, well, it wo
be a big deal if it happens, that’s no
they’ve been acting over the last 
months. And if it’s not a big deal, the
would I give them concessions now to av
It is a big deal. And nobody should be 
concessions for making sure that the fu
and credit of the United States is retaine

Sam Stein [Huffington Post].

Federal Government Shutdown/Gover
Spending Reductions/Head Start Progra

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. With S
Boehner so far unwilling to hold a vot
clean CR, what assurances can you g
those affected by a shutdown who ar
cerned about an even longer impasse
how worried are you, personally, that you
ferred solution to this is a clean CR at s
tration levels that may do harm to the N
economy and your second term agenda?

The President. Well, I mean, Sam, 
making an important point, which is
we’re asking of the Republicans right no
keep the Government open at funding
that Democrats think are very harmful 
economy and inadequate to make sure th
economy is growing faster, more peop
put back to work, and the middle class is
ing. We’re willing to pass at least a shor
budget that opens up the Government 
rent funding levels. It doesn’t even addr
harm that’s been done because of seq
tion.
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Now, the Democrats have a budget that
would eliminate sequestration—this meat

The President. Absolutely. I mean, that’s
how we’ve always done it.
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cleaver approach to deficit reduction—and
make sure that we’re adequately funding basic
medical research and Head Start programs and
VA programs and a whole range of things that
have been really hard hit this year. But we rec-
ognize that there are going to have to be some
compromises between the Democratic posi-
tion and the Republican position. And in the
meantime, we shouldn’t hurt the economy
even worse by shutting down the Government.

So let me just give you an example, very spe-
cific. Because of sequestration, because of the
meat cleaver cuts that have been taking place
over the course of this year, thousands of fami-
lies have lost Head Start slots for their chil-
dren. So you’ve had parents all across the
country who’ve been scrambling trying to fig-
ure out how can I find some decent, quality
childcare for my kids. Now, the Government
shutdown means several thousand more are
going to be losing their slots.

If we vote today or tomorrow or the next day
in the House of Representatives to go ahead
and reopen the Government, at least those ad-
ditional several thousand people will be spared
the difficulties of trying to scramble and figure
out where your kid is going to be when you’re
trying to go to work. But it doesn’t solve the
broader problems. And if we were going to
have real negotiations, the Democrats would
say, let’s solve the bigger problem: What about
all those thousands who have been hurt by se-
quester?

The Democrats aren’t making that demand
right now. We understand there’s going to
have to be some give and take. What we are
saying is, don’t hurt more people while we’re
trying to resolve these differences; let’s just at
least make sure that we keep the lights on
while we’re having these conversations.

Backpay for Furloughed Federal Employees

Q. Do you support backpay for furloughed
workers?

The President. Excuse me?
Q. Do you support backpay for furloughed

Federal workers?

Roberta Rampton [Reuters].

International Reaction to Potential U.S
Default

Q. Thanks. You talked a bit about the
credibility around the world that this im
has caused. I’m wondering what you an
administration are telling worried foreign
itors—China and Japan—who are callin
asking about whether the United States
ing to avoid defaulting on its debt.

The President. Well, I won’t disclo
specific conversations. But obviously, m
sage to the world is the United States 
has paid its bills and it will do so again
think they’re not just looking at what
they’re looking at what Congress doe
that ultimately is up to Speaker Boehner

This will not get resolved, we’re not g
calm creditors until they see Speaker Bo
call up a bill that reopens the Governme
authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury
our bills on time. And until they see
there’s going to be a cloud over U.S. eco
credibility.

But it is not one from which we can’t
er. I mean, we’ve been through this b
Every country—every democracy, in p
lar—has tussles over the budget, and I
most world leaders understand it. They,
selves, have been through it if they’re in
mocracy. What you haven’t seen bef
think, from the vantage point of a lot of
leaders is the notion that one party in Co
might blow the whole thing up if they do
their way. They’ve never seen that befor
that does make them nervous, particular
en what happened in 2011.

I mean, keep in mind, we’ve been he
fore, right? We saw what happened in 2
think the assumption was that the Ame
must have learned their lesson; that
would be budget conflicts, but nobody
would threaten the possibility that we 
default. And when they hear Members
Senate and Members of Congress 
“Maybe default wouldn’t be that bad,” 
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that makes them nervous. It makes me ner-
vous.

you’re not sure whether the seller has title to
the house, you’re going to be pretty nervous
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It should make the American people ner-
vous, because that’s irresponsible. It is out of
touch with reality. It is based on a flawed anal-
ysis of how our economy works. You cannot
pay some bills and not others, and think some-
how that the fact that you’re paying some bills
protects you from a loss of creditworthiness.
That’s not what happens in our own personal
lives. I don’t know why people think that that’s
how it works for the United States Govern-
ment.

President’s Authority To Raise Public Debt Limit

Q. Do you think you might have emergency
powers that you could use after any default sit-
uation?

The President. We have used a lot of our
emergency powers. Jack Lew has used extraor-
dinary measures to keep paying our bills over
the last several months. But at a certain point,
those emergency powers run out, and the clock
is ticking. And I do worry that Republicans, but
also some Democrats, may think that we’ve got
a bunch of other rabbits in our hat. There
comes a point in which, if the Treasury cannot
hold auctions to sell Treasury bills, we do not
have enough money coming in to pay all our
bills on time. It’s very straightforward.

And I know there’s been some discussion,
for example, about my powers under the 14th
Amendment to go ahead and ignore the debt
ceiling law. Setting aside the legal analysis,
what matters is, is that if you start having a situ-
ation in which there’s legal controversy about
the U.S. Treasury’s authority to issue debt, the
damage will have been done even if that were
constitutional, because people wouldn’t be
sure. It would be tied up in litigation for a long
time. That’s going to make people nervous.

So a lot of the strategies that people have
talked about—well, the President can roll out a
big coin, or he can resort to some other consti-
tutional measure—what people ignore is that,
ultimately, what matters is, what do the people
who are buying Treasury bills think?

And again, I’ll just boil it down in very per-
sonal terms. If you’re buying a house and

about buying it. And at minimum, you’d 
much cheaper price to buy that house b
you wouldn’t be sure whether or not you
ing to own it at the end. Most of us wou
walk away, because no matter how mu
like the house, we’d say to ourselves, t
thing I want is to find out after I’ve bo
that I don’t actually own it.

Well, the same thing is true if I’m 
Treasury bills from the U.S. Governmen
here I am sitting here, what if there’s
preme Court case deciding that these
valid, that these aren’t valid legal instru
obligating the U.S. Government to pa
I’m going to be stressed, which means
not purchase them. And if I do purchase
I’m going to ask for a big premium.

So there are no magic bullets here. T
one simple way of doing it, and that i
gress going ahead and voting. And the fa
right now there are votes, I believe, 
ahead and take this drama off the table 
at least be tested. Speaker Boehner ke
saying he doesn’t have the votes for 
what I’ve said is, put it on the floor, se
happens, and at minimum, let every M
of Congress be on record. Let them v
keep the Government open or not, an
can determine where they stand and d
that vote to their constituencies. And le
vote on whether or not America should 
bills or not.

And if in fact some of these folks rea
lieve that it’s not that big of a deal, th
vote no, and that will be useful informat
voters to have. And if it fails, and we do e
defaulting, I think voters should know 
who voted not to pay our bills so that th
be responsible for the consequences tha
with it.

Ari Shapiro [NPR].

Campaign Finance Laws

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You
tioned the Supreme Court, and the term
ed today with the campaign finance ca
sort of picks up where Citizens United l
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You’ve called Citizens United “devastating to
the public interest,” so I wonder if you could

about a general election where they’ve got to
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weigh in on this latest case.
The President. Well, the latest case would go

even further than Citizens United. I mean, es-
sentially it would say anything goes, there are
no rules in terms of how to finance campaigns.
There aren’t a lot of functioning democracies
around the world that work this way, where
you can basically have millionaires and billion-
aires bankrolling whoever they want, however
they want, in some cases undisclosed. And
what it means is ordinary Americans are shut
out of the process.

And Democrats aren’t entirely innocent of
this in the past. And I had to raise a lot of mon-
ey for my campaign, so I—there’s nobody who
operates in politics that has perfectly clean
hands on this issue. But what is also true is that
all of us should bind ourselves to some rules
that say the people who vote for us should be
more important than somebody who’s spend-
ing a million dollars, $10 million, or $100 mil-
lion dollars to help us get elected. Because we
don’t know what their agendas are, we don’t
know what their interests are.

And I continue to believe that Citizens Unit-
ed contributed to some of the problems we’re
having in Washington right now. You have
some ideological extremist who has a big bank-
roll, and they can entirely skew our politics.
And there are a whole bunch of Members of
Congress right now who privately will tell you,
“I know our positions are unreasonable, but
we’re scared that if we don’t go along with the
Tea Party agenda or some particularly extrem-
ist agenda that we’ll be challenged from the
right.” And the threats are very explicit, and so
they toe the line. And that’s part of why we’ve
seen a breakdown of just normal, routine busi-
ness done here in Washington on behalf of the
American people.

And all of you know it. I mean, I’m not tell-
ing you anything you don’t know, because it’s
very explicit. You report on it. A big chunk of
the Republican Party right now is—are in ger-
rymandered districts where there’s no compe-
tition, and those folks are much more worried
about a Tea Party challenger than they are

pendent votes. And in that environmen
lot harder for them to compromise.

Mark Landler [New York Times].

Cancellation of the President’s Travel to As
eral Government Shutdown/Public Debt L

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. This we
President of China has visited several 
Asian countries that you were going to vi
have had to skip because of the shutdow

The President. Right.
Q. He’s also taken a big role at the t

gional summits, both of which your admi
tion has made a pretty big priority of as 
the broader Asia pivot. Does China b
from the chaos in Washington? And
more broadly, you’ve said in general th
hurts the reputation of the United State
seas. Are there specific things that yo
point to where you already have seen
damage? And one that occurs to me 
trade deal that you’ve tried to do in Asi
leaders today announced that they still w
wrap it up, but they no longer are able
they want to wrap it up by the end of thi
Had you been there, do you think you
have gotten that additional push?

The President. I think that’s a great ex
and we don’t know, but it didn’t help
wasn’t there to make sure that we went
and closed a trade deal that would op
markets and create jobs for the United
and make sure that countries were tradin
ly with us in the most dynamic, fastest g
market in the world. I should have been 

But I can tell you—because I had to 
gize to some of the host countries—tha
understood that the most important thin
do for them, and the most important t
can do for the bilateral relationship and A
ca’s reputation, is making sure that we r
our Government and we don’t default.

So I don’t think it’s going to do lasting
age. As I said, if we deal with this the w
should, then folks around the world wil
bute this to the usual messy process of A
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can democracy, but it doesn’t do lasting dam-
age.

So here we already went through this once
back in 2011. And then, at the end of last year,
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In the short term, I would characterize it as
missed opportunities. We continue to be the
one indispensable nation. There are countries
across Asia who have welcomed our pivot be-
cause they want to do business with us. They
admire our economy. They admire our entre-
preneurs. They know that their growth is going
to be contingent on working with us. They care
about the security environment that we’ve
maintained—helped maintain, and the free-
dom of navigation and commerce that is so im-
portant to them. So it’s not as if they’ve got
other places to go. They want us to be there,
and they want to work with us.

But in each of these big meetings that we
have around the world, a lot of business gets
done. And in the same way that a CEO of a
company, if they want to close a deal, aren’t go-
ing to do it by phone, they want to show up and
look at somebody eye to eye and tell them why
it’s important and shake hands on a deal, the
same thing is true with respect to world lead-
ers.

And the irony is our teams probably do
more to organize a lot of these multilateral fo-
rums and set the agenda than anybody. I mean,
we end up being engaged much more than
China, for example, in setting the agenda and
moving this stuff forward. And so when—it’s
almost like me not showing up to my own par-
ty. I think it creates a sense of concern on the
part of other leaders. But as long as we get
through this, they’ll understand it, and we’ll be
able to, I believe, still get these deals done.

The last point I’d make, though, is we can’t
do it every 3 months. Right? Back in the nine-
ties, we had a Government shutdown. That
happened one time, and then after that, the
Republican Party and Mr. Gingrich realized
this isn’t a sensible way to do business, that we
shouldn’t engage in brinksmanship like this,
and then they started having a serious conver-
sation with President Clinton about a whole
range of issues. And they got some things that
they wanted. They had to give the Democrats
some things that the Democrats wanted. But it
took on a sense of normal Democratic process.

right after my election, we went through
thing similar with the so-called fisca
where Republicans wouldn’t negotiate
taxes, despite the fact that taxes actuall
up anyway, even though they refused to
tiate. And they could actually have gotten
things from us that they wanted if the
been willing to engage in normal negotia

So we’ve got to stop repeating this pat
know the American people are tired of 
to all the American people, I apologiz
you have to go through this stuff e
months, it seems like. And Lord know
tired of it. But at some point, we’ve got t
of break these habits and get back to the
where everybody understands that in n
tions there is give and there is take, and 
not hold people hostage or engage in ra
taking to get 100 percent of your way.

And you don’t suggest that some
health care bill that you don’t agree with
stroying the Republic or is a grand s
scheme. If you disagree with certain asp
it, tell us what you disagree with, and let’
on it. If you’re concerned about lon
debt, that’s a good thing to be con
about, but don’t pretend as if America is
bankrupt at a time when the deficits hav
cut in half.

That’s what the American people, I
expect, is just civility, common sense, gi
take, compromise. Those aren’t dirty 
There’s nothing wrong with them. And 
the American people understand I may—
“may”—I have flaws. Michelle will te
One of them is not that I’m unwilling to
promise. I’ve been willing to comprom
entire political career. And I don’t belie
I have the answers to everything and 
way or the highway. But I’m not go
breach a basic principle that would weak
Presidency, change our democracy, a
great damage to ordinary people, just in
to go along with what the House Repu
are talking about.
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Cancellation of the President’s Travel to
Asia/China-U.S. Trade Relations

there are things that we will try to do. But I will
repeat: I don’t think any option is good.
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Q. Sir, just one follow-up: I did ask specifi-
cally about China, and I’m wondering wheth-
er—to what extent is our loss their gain.

The President. I’m sure the Chinese don’t
mind that I’m not there right now in the sense
that there are areas where we have differences
and they can present their point of view and
not get as much of a pushback as if I were
there—although Secretary of State Kerry is
there, and I’m sure he’s doing a great job.

But I’ve also said that our cooperation with
China is not a zero-sum game. There are a lot
of areas where the Chinese and us agree. On
trade, in particular, though, here is an area
where part of what we’re trying to do is raise
standards for, for example, intellectual proper-
ty protection, which sometimes is a big prob-
lem in China. And if we can get a trade deal
with all the other countries in Asia that says
you’ve got to protect people’s intellectual prop-
erty, that will help us in our negotiations with
China.

Richard McGregor [Financial Times].
Q. Up here.
The President. There you go, Rick.

Public Debt Limit

Q. Could I go back to the issue of debt
privatization?

The President. Yes.
Q. What are your legal liabilities—[inaudi-

ble]—what is your legal advice? That foreign
creditors must be paid first, particularly as it’s a
sovereign credit issue, or——

The President. Richard, you know what I’m
going to do is I’m going to let Jack Lew, the
Secretary of the Treasury, make a formal pre-
sentation on Thursday before the Senate com-
mittee, because this is obviously sensitive
enough, and I think people would be paying
close enough attention, that details count. And
I think prepared remarks from Secretary Lew
on that topic would probably be more appro-
priate.

But as I indicated before, we plan for every
contingency. So obviously, worst-case scenario,

Steven Dennis [Roll Call].

Federal Government Shutdown/Public
Limit

Q. Mr. President, I’m wondering 
could talk a little bit about budget proc
the past, you’ve negotiated along with th
ceiling with the Blue Dogs, for instan
2009, 2010—along with a debt ceiling in
then. Pay-as-you-go reform, you named 
commission. The Republicans today are 
about maybe another committee that 
work out our differences over the ne
weeks. Is that something that you cou
about on the side, something that wo
necessarily be a concession, but somethi
would be a format for getting a deal don

The President. Yes, here’s the thing, S
I know that Speaker Boehner has talked
setting up some new process or some n
percommittee or what have you. The l
up in Congress, they can work through w
er processes they want. But the bottom
either you’re having good-faith negotiat
which there’s give and take, or you’re no

Now, there is already a process in
called the Budget Committees that could
together right now—Democrats have
asking for 19 months to bring them toge
make a determination how much shou
Government be spending next year. Th
propriations Committees could go throu
list, and here’s how much we’re going
spending for defense and here’s how 
we’re going to be spending for educatio
that’s a process that’s worked reasonab
for the last 50 years. I don’t know that w
to set up a new committee for a proce
that to move forward.

What has changed, or what seems to b
tivating the idea we have to have a new p
is, Speaker Boehner, or at least some fac
the Republicans in the House and maybe
in the Senate, are holding out for a nego
in theory, but in fact, basically, Democra
a lot of concessions to Republicans, Re
cans don’t give anything, and then 
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dubbed as compromise. And the reason that
Democrats have to give is because they’re wor-

Usually, people in both parties want to have
some cover, something that they can point to
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And again, that—you can dress it up any way
you want. If that’s the theory that the Republi-
cans are going forward with, then it’s not going
to work.

So let me just give you one specific example.
I’ve heard at least—and I can’t confirm this—
that one of the ideas of this new committee is,
you could talk about reductions in discretion-
ary spending, you could talk about entitlement
reform and reductions in mandatory spending,
you could talk about how long you’d extend the
debt ceiling, but you couldn’t talk about clos-
ing corporate loopholes that aren’t benefiting
ordinary folks economically and, potentially, if
you closed them, would allow us to pay for
things like better education for kids.

Well, I don’t know why Democrats right
now would agree to a format that takes off the
table all the things they care about and is con-
fined to the things that the Republicans care
about.

So again, I don’t know that that’s exactly
what’s being proposed. My simple point is this:
I think Democrats in the Senate and the
House are prepared to talk about anything. I’m
prepared to talk about anything. They can de-
sign whatever formats they want. What is not
fair and will not result in an actual deal is ran-
som-taking or hostage-taking, and the expecta-
tion that Democrats are paying ransom or pro-
viding concessions for the mere act of reopen-
ing the Government or paying our bills. Those
are not things that you do for me, and they’re
not things that you do for the Democrats.

Q. But is there room here where it’s not
necessarily a concession; where it is you would
negotiate what the negotiations are going to
look like? You don’t have to agree to overturn
Obamacare, but you can actually negotiate
what the talks are going to look like so every-
body is comfortable. And you know, you’ve
mentioned yourself, this is a tough vote for all
these House Republicans. You’re asking them
to take a very tough vote for the debt ceiling.

and say——
The President. Which is fine.
Q. ——“Hey, I want some budget p

reform——
The President. Yes, yes.
Q. ——before I approve another 

dollars in debt.”
The President. Which is fine. And so 

want to do that, reopen the Governme
tend the debt ceiling. If they can’t do i
long time, do it for the period of time in
these negotiations are taking place. Wh
that we’ve got hundreds of thousands of 
who aren’t working right now in order fo
you just described to occur? That doesn’
any sense.

The Small Business Administration giv
a billion dollars’ worth of loans every mo
small businesses all across the country. 
not happening right now. So there are
businesses in every State that are countin
loan to get their business going, and you
the party of small business saying, the
Business Administration can’t do it—
what they call themselves. And yet they’
fering.

You’ve got farmers who are waiting fo
right now. Those loans cannot be proc
The Republican Party says they’re the
that looks out for farmers. I happen 
agree; I think farmers have done real go
der my administration, but having said
why would you keep the Governmen
down and those farmers not getting thei
while we’re having the discussions that y
talked about?

The Republicans say they’re very con
about drilling. They say, Obama has be
stricting oil production, despite the fact t
production is at its highest levels that it’
in years and is continuing to zoom up. Bu
say the Democrats are holding back oil p
tion in this country. Well, one of the thin
happens when the Government shut do
new drilling permits aren’t processed. S
would the Republicans say to the folks w
interested in drilling for oil, sorry, we ca
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those things be processed until we have some
negotiations and we have some cover to do

Qaida that had been operating primarily be-
tween Afghanistan and Pakistan, but you now
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what we’re supposed to be doing anyway? That
doesn’t make sense.

If there’s a way to solve this, it has to include
reopening the Government and saying Ameri-
ca is not going to default, it’s going to pay our
bills. They can attach some process to that that
gives them some certainty that, in fact, the
things they’re concerned about will be topics of
negotiation, if my word is not good enough, but
I’ve told them I’m happy to talk about it. But if
they want to specify all the items that they
think need to be a topic of conversation, happy
to do it.

If they want to say part of that process is
we’re going to go through line by line all the
aspects of the President’s health care plan that
we don’t like and we want the President to an-
swer for those things, I’m happy to sit down
with them for as many hours as they want. I
won’t let them gut a law that is going to make
sure tens of millions of people actually get
health care, but I’m happy to talk about it. All
right?

Q. Mr. President, can I ask you a question
about——

The President. Stephen Collinson [Agence
France-Presse].

Q. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. I’m just going through my

list, guys. Talk to Jay. [Laughter]

U.S. Counterterrorism Strategy/U.S. Counter-
terrorism Operations in Libya and Somalia

Q. The operations in Africa this weekend
suggest that the continent is now the central
front in the campaign against terrorism, and if
we’re going to see U.S. military operations all
around the continent, how does that square
with your contention that American cannot be
at war forever?

The President. Well, if you look at the
speech I gave at the National Defense College
several months ago, I outlined how I saw the
shift in terrorism around the world and what
we have to do to respond to it. And part of
what I said is, is that we had decimated core Al

had these regional groups, some of whi
explicitly tied to Al Qaida or that ide
some of which are more localized. F
them have the ability to project beyond
borders, but they can do a lot of damage
their borders.

And Africa is one of the places whe
cause, in some cases, a lack of capacity 
part of the Governments, in some cas
cause it is easier for folks to hide out 
terrains that are sparsely populated, that
seeing some of these groups gather. And
going to have to continue to go after the

But there’s a difference between us
after terrorists who are plotting directly
damage to the United States and us be
volved in wars. The risks of terrorism an
rorist networks are going to continue fo
time to come. We’ve got to have a lon
plan that is not just military based, we’ve
engage in a war of ideas in the region a
gage with Muslim countries and try to 
radical elements that are doing more d
to Muslims than they’re doing to anybod
We’ve got to think about economic de
ment, because although there’s not a 
correlation between terrorism and the 
my, there’s no doubt that if you’ve got a
unemployed, uneducated young men in 
ies, that there’s a greater likelihood that 
ist recruits are available.

But where you’ve got active plots and
networks, we’re going to go after them
prefer partnering with countries where
taking place wherever we can, and we w
build up their capacity. But we’re not go
farm out our defense.

And I have to say, by the way, the ope
that took place both in Libya and Somali
examples of the extraordinary skill and d
tion and talent of our men and women
Armed Forces. They do their jobs ext
well, with great precision, at great risk to
selves. And I think they are pretty good
ples for how those of us here in Wash
should operate as well.
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October 5 Capture of Suspected Al Qaida Op-
erative Abu Anas al-Libi by U.S. Special Forces

So that’s where the budget discussions take
place. Now, if there are some things that the
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Q. Mr. President, did the capture of Mr. Li-
bi comply with international law?

The President. We know that Mr. al-Libi
planned and helped to execute plots that killed
hundreds of people, a whole lot of Americans.
And we have strong evidence of that. And he
will be brought to justice.

Mark Knoller [CBS News].

Federal Government Shutdown

Q. Mr. President, while you’re waiting for
the shutdown to end, why is it that you can’t go
along with any of the bills the House is passing
funding the FDA and FEMA—where you
were yesterday—and veterans benefits and
Head Start? You’ve got to be tempted to sign
those bills and get funding to those programs
that you support.

The President. Of course, I’m tempted, be-
cause you’d like to think that you could solve at
least some of the problem if you couldn’t solve
all of it. But here’s the problem. What you’ve
seen are bills that come up where, wherever
Republicans are feeling political pressure, they
put a bill forward. And if there’s no political
heat, if there’s no television story on it, then
nothing happens. And if we do some sort of
shotgun approach like that, then you’ll have
some programs that are highly visible get fund-
ed and reopened, like national monuments,
but things that don’t get a lot of attention, like
those SBA loans, not being funded.

And we don’t get to select which programs
we implement or not. There are a whole bunch
of things that the Republicans have said are
law that we have to do. And I don’t get a
chance to go back and say, you know what, this
cockamamie idea that this Republican Con-
gressman came up with, I really don’t like, so
let’s not implement that. Once you have a bud-
get and a Government with a set of functions,
you make sure that it’s all operating. We don’t
get to pick and choose based on which party
likes what.

Republicans don’t like, they should arg
eliminating those programs in the b
come up with an agreement with the D
crats. Maybe the Democrats will agre
those things won’t be funded. But you d
a piecemeal approach like that when 
dealing with a Government shutdown. O

Q. Mr. President, would you be willin

[At this point, several reporters began sh
questions.]

The President. I’m going to take one
question. And right here, you’ve been
hand—persistence has worked. [Laughte

Lessons Learned From 2011 Budget N
tions

Q. Persistence pays off, yes. Mr. Pre
you’ve talked about the political dynami
leave House Republicans feeling tha
don’t want to negotiate with you, they
want to come together. I wanted to ask y
things about that. Looking back at the 20
fault discussions and the budget dra
there anything that you wish that you ha
differently in 2011? And after this, wh
call this nonsense, has ended, what do y
pect the political dynamics might—ho
they have changed to move forward?

The President. Well, I think it’s an in
ing question. In 2011, I entered into goo
negotiations with John Boehner. He h
won the Speakership. It was at a time 
because we were still responding to the
sion, deficits were high, people were
cerned about it, and I thought it was my 
tion to meet him halfway. And so we 
whole series of talks. And at that point, a
nobody had any belief that people would
close to potential default.

I don’t regret having entered into tho
gotiations, and we came fairly close
whenever I see John Boehner to this day
say, you should have taken the deal tha
fered you back then, which would have
with our long-term deficit problems, wou
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have impeded growth as much, would have re-
ally boosted confidence. But at that time, I

Federal Government Shutdown/Public Debt
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think House Republicans had just taken over.
They were feeling their oats and thinking, we
don’t have to compromise. And we came pretty
close to default, and we saw the impact of that.

I would have thought that they would have
learned the lesson from that, as I did, which is,
we can’t put the American people and our
economy through that ringer again. So that’s
the reason why I’ve been very clear, we’re not
going to negotiate around the debt ceiling.
That has to be dealt with in a reasonable fash-
ion.

And by the way, I often hear people say,
well, in the past, it has been dealt with all the
time. The truth of the matter is, if you look at
the history, people posture about the debt ceil-
ing frequently, but the way the debt ceiling of-
ten got passed was, you’d stick the debt ceiling
onto a budget negotiation once it was complet-
ed. Because people figured, well, I don’t want
to take a bunch of tough votes to cut programs
or raise taxes and then also have to take a debt
ceiling vote, let me do it all at once.

But it wasn’t a situation in which, what if I
don’t get what I want, then I’m going to let us
default. That’s what’s changed. And that’s what
we learned in 2011. And so, as a consequence,
I said we’re not going to do that again, not just
for me, but because future Presidents, Repub-
lican or Democrat, should not be in a position
where they have to choose between making
sure the economy stays afloat and we avoid
worldwide catastrophe or we provide conces-
sions to one faction of one party in one House.

But let me tell you a lesson I did not learn. I
did not learn a lesson that we shouldn’t com-
promise. I still think we should. I still think
there are all kinds of issues that we should be
talking about, and I don’t expect to get 100
percent of my way. And I’m still very open to
having conversations with not just the Speaker,
but any Republican over there.

So—go ahead.

Q. Just to clarify this, if you enter int
ries of short-term funding bills or a debt 
bill, you will be back in the same plac
sumably, with these—the same Memb
Congress. 

The President. Yes, I think that——
Q. So what has changed in the politi

namic if you do the short-term——
The President. Well, I think wha

changed is they’re aware of the fact th
not budging when it comes to the full fai
credit of the United States; that that ha
dealt with; that you don’t pay a ransom
don’t provide concessions for Congress
its job and America paying its bills.

And I think most people understand 
was at a small business the other day an
ing to a bunch of workers, and I said,
you’re at the plant and you’re in the mid
your job, do you ever say to your bos
know what, unless I get a raise right no
more vacation pay, I’m going to just shu
the plant; I’m not just going to walk off t
I’m going to break the equipment? I sai
do you think that would go? They all th
they’d be fired.

And I think most of us think that. T
nothing wrong with asking for a raise or
for more time off, but you can’t burn do
plant or your office if you don’t get you
Well, the same thing is true here. And 
most Americans understand that. All righ

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference
at 2:15 p.m. in the James S. Brady Press
ing Room at the White House. In his re
he referred to Warren E. Buffett, chief 
tive officer and chairman, Berkshire Hat
Inc.; and former Speaker of the House o
resentatives Newton L. Gingrich. He a
ferred to H.J. Res. 59. A reporter refer
President Xi Jinping of China.
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Remarks on the Nomination of Janet L. Yellen To Be Chair of the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System
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The President. Good afternoon. Over the
past 5 years, America has fought its way back
from the worst recession since the Great De-
pression. We’ve passed historic reforms to pre-
vent another crisis and to protect consumers.
Over the past 3½ years, our businesses have
created 7.5 million new jobs. Our housing mar-
ket is rebounding. Manufacturing is growing.
The auto industry has come roaring back. And
since I took office, we’ve cut the deficit in half.

I think everybody understands we’ve still got
a lot of work to do to rebuild the middle class,
but we’ve made progress. And we shouldn’t do
anything to threaten that progress, for these
hard-won gains have made a difference to mil-
lions of Americans. And in part, we can thank
the extraordinary grit and resilience of the
American people; in part, we can thank the dy-
namism of our businesses. But a lot of it also
has to do with the choices we’ve made as a na-
tion to create more jobs and more growth. And
one of the most important contributors to this
whole process has been the Federal Reserve
under the strong leadership of Ben Bernanke.

For nearly 8 years, Ben has led the Fed
through some of the most daunting economic
challenges of our lifetime. For some time now,
he’s made it clear that he intends to finish his
service as Chairman at the end of his term,
which is this January. So today I just want to
take a minute to pay tribute to Ben for his ex-
traordinary service. But I also want to an-
nounce my choice for the next Chair of the
Federal Reserve—one of the Nation’s fore-
most economists and policymakers—current
Vice Chairman Janet Yellen.

After I became President, I was proud to
nominate Ben for a second term. And while
the Fed is, and must always be, independent, I
want you to know, Ben, I’m personally very
grateful to you for being such a strong partner
in helping America recover from recession.

Perhaps it’s no surprise—as the son of a
pharmacist and a schoolteacher—that Ben
Bernanke is the epitome of calm. And against

the volatility of global markets, he’s b
voice of wisdom and a steady hand. 
same time, when faced with a potential
economic meltdown, he has displayed tr
dous courage and creativity. He took bo
tion that was needed to avert another d
sion: helping us stop the free fall, stabi
nancial markets, shore up our banks, get
flowing again.

And all this has made a profound diff
in the lives of millions of Americans. A
people aren’t necessarily sure what the 
man of the Federal Reserve does, but tha
this man to the left of me, more famil
able to afford their own home, more
businesses are able to get loans to expan
hire workers, more folks can pay their
gages and their car loans. It’s meant
growth and more jobs.

And I’d add that with his commitm
greater transparency and clarity, he’s a
lowed us to better understand the work
Fed. Ben has led a new era of “Fedspea
been a little more clear about how the 
works. And that is good for our democra

And I have to tell you, as I travel arou
world, the job of the Fed Chair is not ju
top monetary policymaker. The world lo
the American Fed Chair for leadersh
guidance. And the degree to which Ben
mired and respected and the degree to
central bankers all across the world look 
for sound advice and smart policymakin
markable. He has truly been a stabilizing
not just for our country, but for the 
world. And I could not be more grateful
extraordinary service.

And so, Ben, to you and your wife An
your children Joel and Alyssa, I want to
you for your outstanding service. Thank 
much.

Now, as I’ve said, the decision on w
succeed Ben is one of the most importan
nomic decisions that I’ll make as Presi
one of the most important appointmen
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any President can make—because the Chair of
the Fed is one of the most important policy-

human costs when Americans can’t find a job.
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makers in the world, and the next Chair will
help guide our economy after I’ve left office.

Now, I’ve considered a lot of factors. Fore-
most among them is an understanding of the
Fed’s dual mandate: sound monetary policy to
make sure that we keep inflation in check, but
also increasing employment and creating jobs,
which remains our most important economic
challenge right now.

And I’ve found these qualities in Janet Yel-
len. She’s a proven leader, and she’s tough, not
just because she’s from Brooklyn. [Laughter]
Janet is exceptionally well qualified for this
role. She’s served in leadership positions at the
Fed for more than a decade. As Vice Chair for
the past 3 years, she’s been exemplary and a
driving force of policies to help boost our eco-
nomic recovery.

Janet is renowned for her good judgment.
She sounded the alarm early about the housing
bubble, about excesses in the financial sector,
and about the risks of a major recession. She
doesn’t have a crystal ball, but what she does
have is a keen understanding about how mar-
kets and the economy work, not just in theory,
but also in the real world. And she calls it like
she sees it.

Janet also knows how to build consensus.
She listens to competing views and brings peo-
ple together around a common goal. And as
one of her admirers says, “She’s the kind of
person who makes everybody around her bet-
ter.” Not surprisingly, she is held in high es-
teem by colleagues across the country and
around the world who look to the United
States, as I said, and the Fed for leadership.

Janet is committed to both sides of the Fed’s
dual mandate, and she understands the neces-
sity of a stable financial system where we move
ahead with the reforms that we’ve begun: to
protect consumers, to ensure that no institu-
tion is too big to fail, and to make sure that tax-
payers are never again held—left holding the
bag because of the mistakes of the reckless
few.

And at the same time, she’s committed to in-
creasing employment, and she understands the

to me. The toll is simply terrible on the 
and physical health of workers, on thei
riages, on their children.” So Janet under
this. And America’s workers and their fa
will have a champion in Janet Yellen.

So, Janet, I thank you for taking on th
assignment. And given the urgent eco
challenges facing our Nation, I urge the 
to confirm Janet without delay. I am abs
confident that she will be an exceptiona
of the Federal Reserve. I should add tha
be the first woman to lead the Fed in i
year history. And I know a lot of Ameri
men and women—thank you for not on
example and your excellence, but also b
role model for a lot of folks out there.

It’s been said that Janet found love 
Federal Reserve, literally. [Laughter] T
where she met her husband George, a
brated economist in his own right. And
son Robert is an economist as well. So y
imagine, the conversation around the 
table might be a little different than
[Laughter] In fact, I’ve been told their 
a great family vacation is the beach with
case full of economics books. [Laughte
this is a family affair. We thank Georg
Robert for their support as Janet begi
journey.

Again, I want to thank Ben Bernanke 
outstanding work that he’s done, and ob
ly, he will continue to help keep our ec
moving forward during the remainder 
tenure here. So we’ll probably have oc
for additional good-byes. And I know t
net is very much counting on him to give
good advice to her as she moves into the 
man spot. 

But with this, I’d like to give Janet a c
to say a few words. 

Chair-designate Yellen. Thank you
President. I’m honored and humbled 
faith that you’ve placed in me. If confirm
the Senate, I pledge to do my utmost t
that trust and meet the great responsi
that Congress has entrusted to the Fede
serve: to promote maximum employmen
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ble prices, and a strong and stable financial sys-
tem.

and build a better life. We can ensure that in-
flation remains in check and doesn’t under-
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I’d also like to thank my spouse George and
my son Robert. I couldn’t imagine taking on
this new challenge without their love and sup-
port.

The past 6 years have been tumultuous for
the economy and challenging for many Ameri-
cans. While I think we all agree, Mr. President,
that more needs to be done to strengthen the
recovery, particularly for those hardest hit by
the great recession, we have made progress.
The economy is stronger and the financial sys-
tem sounder.

As you said, Mr. President, considerable
credit for that goes to Chairman Bernanke, for
his wise, courageous and skillful leadership. It
has been my privilege to serve with him and
learn from him.

While we have made progress, we have far-
ther to go. The mandate of the Federal Re-
serve is to serve all the American people, and
too many Americans still can’t find a job and
worry how they’ll pay their bills and provide for
their families. The Federal Reserve can help if
it does its job effectively. We can help ensure
that everyone has the opportunity to work hard

mine the benefits of a growing economy
We can and must safeguard the fin

system. The Fed has powerful tools to
ence the economy and the financial s
But I believe its greatest strength rests
capacity to approach important decision
expertise and objectivity, to vigorously 
diverse views, and then to unite behind
sponse.

The Fed’s effectiveness depends o
commitment, ingenuity, and integrity 
Fed staff and my fellow policymakers
serve America with great dedication.

Mr. President, thank you for giving m
opportunity to continue serving the F
Reserve and carrying out its important w
behalf of the American people.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:16 p.m.
State Dining Room at the White House.
remarks, he referred to Edna Friedma
nanke, mother of Federal Reserve Cha
Ben S. Bernanke; and George Akerlo
band, and Robert Akerlof, son, of 
designate Yellen.

The President’s Weekly Address
October 12, 2013

Good morning. Over the past few days, I’ve
met with Republicans and Democrats from
both Houses of Congress in an effort to reopen
your Government and remove the dangers of
default from our economy.

It’s a positive development that House Re-
publicans have agreed on the need to avoid the
economic consequences of not meeting our
country’s commitments. Because once the
debt ceiling is raised and the shutdown is over,
there’s a lot we can accomplish together.

We’ve created 7½ million new jobs in the
past 3½ years. Now let’s create more. We’ve
cut our deficits in half over the past 4 years.
Now let’s do it in a smarter, balanced way that
lets us afford to invest in the things we need to
grow.

The truth is, there’s a lot we can agr
But one thing we have to agree on is tha
is no good reason anyone should keep su
through this shutdown. I met with some
innovative small-business owners on 
who’ve already lost contracts, lost cust
and put hiring on hold because the pain
Republican shutdown has trickled do
their bottom lines. It’s hurting the very c
that our Government exists to serve. 
why a growing number of reasonable Re
cans say it should end now.

And it wouldn’t be wise, as some sugg
just kick the debt ceiling can down the ro
a couple months and flirt with a first-e
tentional default right in the middle of th
iday shopping season. Because dama
America’s sterling credit rating wouldn
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cause global markets to go haywire. It would
become more expensive for everyone in Amer-
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ica to borrow money: students paying for col-
lege, newlyweds buying a home. It would
amount to a new tax—a Republican default
tax—on every family and business in America.

It doesn’t have to be this way. It’s not sup-
posed to be this way. Manufacturing crises to
extract massive concessions isn’t how our de-
mocracy works, and we have to stop it. Politics
is a battle of ideas, but you advance those ideas
through elections and legislation, not extortion.

I know you’re frustrated by what you see in
your Nation’s Capital right now. But because
it’s easy to get lost in or give up on the political
back-and-forth, I want you to remember: This
is not normal. Our Government is closed for
the first time in 17 years. A political party is
risking default for the first time since the
1700s. This is not normal, and that’s why we
have to put a stop to it. Not only because it’s
dangerous, but because it saps everyone’s faith
in our extraordinary system of self-govern-
ment. And that hurts us all.

Whether it’s the work of creating jobs, grow-
ing the economy, or getting our fiscal house in
order for the long haul, we’ve got a lot of work
to do, and constant brinksmanship doesn’t let
us do it. It inflicts real pain on real people. It
creates spasms of uncertainty for business
owners. It threatens our Nation’s credit and
standing in the world. And the longer it goes
on—the more frequently this brinksmanship is
inflicted—the more we’ll see markets react,
businesses put off plans to spend and hire, and
unemployment claims tick up. The hundreds

they won’t be able to cover their bills an
their own creditworthiness will be ruin
no good reason at all.

And I want to thank all the neighbors 
cal business owners who’ve shown acts o
ness to these Americans who serve their
try. I ask that same spirit of citizenship
lenders who do business with these fol
cause they’re being punished enough th
no fault of their own.

So let’s pass a budget, put people b
work, and end this Republican shutdown
pay our bills and prevent an economic
down. Then, let’s get back to the work
American people. Because there is so
else we should be focusing our energ
right now. We’ve got to create more
We’ve got kids to educate. We’ve got an
gration system to fix. We’ve got more tro
bring home and a middle class to rebui
opportunity to restore. There’s so much 
ica has going for it in this new century. 
always, this country works better wh
work together.

Thank you, and have a great weekend

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 5:55 p.m. on October 11 in the
Dining Room at the White House for 
cast on October 12. The transcript was
available by the Office of the Press Sec
on October 11, but was embargoed for r
until 6 a.m. on October 12.

Remarks on Presenting the Medal of Honor to Captain William D. Swe
October 15, 2013

Good afternoon, everybody. Please have a
seat. On behalf of Michelle and myself, wel-
come to the White House.

Last month, the United States Army released
a remarkable piece of video. It’s from the com-
bat helmet cameras of a medevac helicopter
crew in Afghanistan. And it’s shaky, and it’s
grainy, but it takes us to the front lines that our
troops face every single day, and it’s useful to

remember that there is still a whole lot 
troops in Afghanistan in harm’s way. In th
eo, as the helicopter touches down by a r
village, you see, out of a cloud of dust, an
ican soldier. He’s without his helmet, st
in the open, exposing himself to enem
standing watch over a severely wounded s

He helps carry that wounded soldier
helicopter and places him inside. And
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amidst the whipping wind and the deafening
roar of the helicopter blades, he does some-

what our country can be at its best: a nation of
citizens who look out for one another, who
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thing unexpected. He leans in and kisses the
wounded soldier on the head, a simple act of
compassion and loyalty to a brother in arms.
And as the door closes and the helicopter takes
off, he turns and goes back the way he came,
back into the heat of battle.

In our Nation’s history, we have presented
our highest military decoration, the Medal of
Honor, nearly 3,500 times for actions above
and beyond the call of duty. But this may be
the first time that we can actually bear witness
to a small fraction of those actions for our-
selves. And today we honor the American in
that video—the soldier who went back in—
Captain William Swenson.

And not far away that day was then-Corporal
Dakota Meyer, to whom we presented the
Medal of Honor 2 years ago. Today is only the
second time in nearly half a century that the
Medal of Honor has been awarded to two sur-
vivors of the same battle. Dakota is not here to-
day, but I wanted to welcome some of the sol-
diers and marines who fought alongside both
these men—and the families of those who gave
their lives that day.

I want to welcome all of our distinguished
guests, including members of the Medal of
Honor Society, whose ranks today grow by one
more. Most of all, I want to welcome Will’s
wonderful parents Julia and Carl and Will’s girl-
friend Kelsey. Had a chance to visit with them.
Both Carl and Julia are former college profes-
sors, so instead of a house full of GI Joes, Will
grew up in Seattle surrounded by educational
games. [Laughter] I’m told that even when Will
was little, his mom was always a stickler for
grammar, always making sure he said “to
whom” instead of “to who.” [Laughter] So I’m
going to be very careful today. [Laughter]

I just had a chance to spend some time with
them, and I have to say, Will is a pretty low-key
guy. His idea of a good time isn’t a big ceremo-
ny like this one. He’d rather be somewhere up
in the mountains or on a trail, surrounded by
cedar trees instead of cameras. But I think our
Nation needs this ceremony today. Moments
like this, Americans like Will, remind us of

meet our obligations to one another, n
when it’s easy, but also when it’s hard. 
especially when it’s hard.

Will, you’re an example to everyone 
city and to our whole country of the p
sionalism and patriotism that we should
for—whether we wear uniform or no
just on particular occasions, but all the ti

For those who aren’t familiar with th
of the battle that led Will to be here to
want to take you back to that September
ing 4 years ago. It’s around sunrise. A c
of Afghan soldiers and their American a
are winding their way up a narrow trail to
a village to meet with elders. But just 
first soldier reaches the outskirts of the v
all hell breaks loose.

Almost instantly, four Americans—
marines, one Navy—at the front of the c
are surrounded. Will and the soldiers 
center of the column are pinned down.
et-propelled grenades, mortar, machin
fire—all of this is pouring in from three 

As he returns fire, Will calls for air su
But his initial requests are denied; Will a
team are too close to the village. And the
learns that his noncommissioned office
geant First Class Kenneth Westbroo
been shot in the neck. So Will breaks ac
meters of open space, bullets biting all a
Lying on his back, he presses a band
Kenneth’s wounds with one hand and c
a medevac with the other, trying to ke
buddy calm.

By this time, the enemy has gotten
closer, just 20 or 30 meters away, and ov
radio, they’re demanding the Americans 
render. So Will stops treating Kennet
enough to respond by lobbing a grenade

And finally, after more than an hour
half of fighting, air support arrives. Will 
them to nearby targets. Then, it’s ti
move, so exposing himself again to enem
Will helps carry Kenneth the length of
than two football fields, down steep terra
that helicopter. And then, in the m
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captured by those cameras, Will leans in to say
goodbye.

Will also reached out to the families of the
four Americans who gave their lives that day.
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But more Americans and more Afghans are
still out there. So Will does something incredi-
ble. He jumps behind the wheel of an unar-
mored Ford Ranger pickup truck. A marine
gets in the passenger seat. And they drive that
truck—this is a vehicle designed for the high-
way—straight into the battle.

Twice they pick up injured Afghan soldiers,
bullets whizzing past them, slamming into the
pickup truck. Twice they bring them back.
When the truck gives out, they grab a Humvee.
The marine by Will’s side has no idea how they
survived. But, he says: “By that time it didn’t
matter. We weren’t going to leave any soldiers
behind.”

Finally, a helicopter spots those four missing
Americans, hours after they were trapped in
the open ambush. So Will gets in another
Humvee, with a crew that includes Dakota
Meyer. And together, they drive. Past enemy
fighters, up through the valley, exposed once
more. And when they reach the village, Will
jumps out, drawing even more fire, dodging
even more bullets. But they reach those Amer-
icans, lying where they fell. Will and the others
carry them out, one by one. They bring their
fallen brothers home.

Scripture tells us, “The greatest among you
shall be your servant.” Captain Will Swenson
was a leader on that September morning. But
like all great leaders, he was also a servant: to
the men he commanded, to the more than a
dozen Afghans and Americans whose lives he
saved, to the families of those who gave their
last full measure of devotion on that faraway
field. As one of his fellow soldiers later said,
“Will did things that nobody else would ever
do, and he did it for his guys and for everybody
on the ground, to get them out.”

And that’s why, after I called Will to tell him
he’d be receiving this medal, one of the first
things he did was to invite to this ceremony
those who fought alongside him. And I’d like
all of those who served with such valor along-
side Will, both Army and Marines, who fought
for each other, please stand and be recognized.
[Applause] Thank you.

To them he wrote, and I’m quoting Wi
“We have never met. We have never s
But I would like to believe that I know
thing about each of you through the act
your loved ones on that day. They were 
a team. And you are now part of that tea

So I would ask the members of this t
the families of First Lieutenant Michae
son, Gunnery Sergeant Edwin Johnson
nery Sergeant Aaron Kenefick, and Ho
man Third Class James Layton, as well
family of Kenneth Westbrook—to 
stand.

Kenneth was the soldier Will delive
the safety of that helicopter. And after
airlifted out, he made it to Walter Ree
started rehab and spent time with hi
Charlene, who joins us here today. She s
members the first time she spoke to Will
he called from Afghanistan to check in o
neth.

Soon after that phone call, however
neth took a turn for the worse. He succu
to complications from his treatment. 
think it’s fair to say that Charlene will 
be grateful for the final days she was a
spend with her husband. And even n
month rarely goes by when Will doesn’t
text, checking in with Charlene and her
boys. “That’s the kind of man he is,” Ch
says about Will. “You don’t have to ask W
help. He just knows when to be there fo

So Will Swenson was there for his br
He was there for their families. As a nati
thank God that patriots like him are th
us all.

So, Will, God bless you and all the me
you fought alongside and everythin
you’ve done for us. God bless all our m
women in uniform. And God bless the U
States of America.

With that, I’d like my Military Aide t
the citation, please.

[At this point, Lt. Cmdr. Tiffany F. Hill
Navy Aide to the President, read the ci
The President then presented the medal,
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ed by Maj. Michael P. Wagner, USA, Army
Aide to the President. Following the presenta-

I’m going to be exiting with Will and Mi-
chelle first. We’ll take a couple of pictures. But
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Well, let me say once again, not only to Will,
but all our men and women in uniform who
have served us with such incredible courage
and professionalism, that America is grateful
for you. To the families of those we’ve lost, we
will never forget.

And, Will, you are a remarkable role model
for all of us, and we’re very grateful for your
service.

We are going to have a reception after this. I
hear the food’s pretty good around here.
[Laughter] And so I hope all of you have a
chance to stay, and those of you who have a
chance to say thank you to Will, personally, ob-
viously, that’s very welcome.

enjoy yourselves this afternoon.
God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m.
East Room at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to Julia Buchholz an
Swenson, parents, and Kelsey Long, girl
of Capt. Swenson; 1st Lt. Ademola D. F
USMC, operations officer, Marine Emb
Training Team; Sgt. Kevin Duerst, USA
copter crew chief, California National G
and Charlene Westbrook, wife, and Za
Joshua, and Joseph, sons, of SFC Ke
Westbrook, who died on October 7, 2009
wounds sustained in Afghanistan on Se
ber 8, 2009. The transcript released by t
fice of the Press Secretary also includ
reading of the citation and the prayer s
Maj. Gen. Rutherford.

Statement on the Observance of the Hajj and Eid al-Adha
October 15, 2013

Michelle and I extend our best wishes for a
joyous Eid al-Adha to Muslims around the world
and congratulate those performing the Hajj this
year. As our Muslim neighbors and friends gath-
er for Eid celebrations, Muslim Americans are
among the more than 3 million pilgrims joining
one of the world’s largest and most diverse gath-
erings, which serves as a reminder of the shared
roots of the world’s Abrahamic faiths.

To commemorate Eid al-Adha, Muslims
around the world are joining other faith com-

munities in offering their assistance to
suffering from hunger, disease, and co
Their service is a powerful example of th
itive role that faith can play in motivatin
munities to work together to address 
challenges.

On behalf of the American people, 
tend our warmest greetings during thi
season. Eid Mubarak and Hajj Mabrour.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency 
Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia
October 16, 2013

To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emergen-
cies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the
automatic termination of a national emergen-
cy unless, within 90 days prior to the anniver-
sary date of its declaration, the President pub-

lishes in the Federal Register and transm
the Congress a notice stating that the 
gency is to continue in effect beyond t
niversary date. In accordance with this
sion, I have sent to the Federal Regis
publication the enclosed notice statin
the national emergency with respe
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significant narcotics traffickers centered in
Colombia declared in Executive Order 12978

that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared in Executive Order 12978
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of October 21, 1995, is to continue in effect
beyond October 21, 2013.

The circumstances that led to the declara-
tion on October 21, 1995, of a national emer-
gency have not been resolved. The actions of
significant narcotics traffickers centered in Co-
lombia continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security, for-
eign policy, and economy of the United States
and to cause an extreme level of violence, cor-
ruption, and harm in the United States and
abroad. For these reasons, I have determined

with respect to significant narcotics traf
centered in Colombia.

BARACK OB

The White House,
October 16, 2013.

NOTE: An original was not available for
cation of the content of this message. T
tice is listed in Appendix D at the end 
volume.

Remarks on Senate Passage of Legislation To End the Federal Govern
Shutdown and Increase the Public Debt Limit and an Exchange 
Reporters
October 16, 2013

The President. Good evening, everybody.
Tonight the Republicans and Democrats in
Congress have come together around an agree-
ment that will reopen our Government and re-
move the threat of default from our economy.

The Senate has now voted to approve this
agreement, and Democrats and Republicans in
the House still have an important vote to take,
but I want to thank the leaders of both parties
for getting us to this point. Once this agree-
ment arrives on my desk, I will sign it immedi-
ately. We’ll begin reopening our Government
immediately, and we can begin to lift this cloud
of uncertainty and unease from our businesses
and from the American people.

I’ll have more to say about this tomorrow.
And I’ve got some thoughts about how we can
move forward in the remainder of the year and
stay focused on the job at hand, because
there’s a lot of work ahead of us, including our
need to earn back the trust of the American
people that’s been lost over the last few weeks.
And we can begin to do that by addressing the
real issues that they care about.

I’ve said it before; I’ll say it again: I am will-
ing to work with anybody, I am eager to work
with anybody—Democrat or Republican,
House or Senate Members—on any idea that

will grow our economy, create new
strengthen the middle class, and get ou
house in order for the long term. I’ve nev
lieved that Democrats have a monop
good ideas. And despite the difference
the issue of shutting down our Govern
I’m convinced that Democrats and Re
cans can work together to make progr
America.

In fact, there are things that we kno
help strengthen our economy that we co
done before this year is out. We still n
pass a law to fix our broken immigratio
tem. We still need to pass a farm bill. An
the shutdown behind us and budget co
tees forming, we now have an opportu
focus on a sensible budget that is respo
that is fair, and that helps hard-working 
all across this country.

And we could get all these things don
this year if everybody comes together in 
of how are we going to move this count
ward and put the last 3 weeks behind us.
what I believe the American people are
ing for: not a focus on politics, not a fo
elections, but a focus on the concrete
that can improve their lives. That’s going
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my focus. I’m looking forward to Congress do-
ing the same.

So, hopefully, that’s a lesson that will be in-
ternalized, and not just by me, but also by
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But once again, I want to thank the leader-
ship for coming together and getting this done.
Hopefully, next time, it won’t be in the elev-
enth hour. One of the things that I said
throughout this process is, we’ve got to get out
of the habit of governing by crisis. And my
hope and expectation is, everybody has learned
that there’s no reason why we can’t work on
the issues at hand, why we can’t disagree be-
tween the parties while still being agreeable
and make sure that we’re not inflicting harm
on the American people when we do have dis-
agreements.

Democrats and Republicans; not only th
ers, but also the rank and file.

Thanks very much, everybody.

Federal Budget

Q. Mr. President, isn’t this going to h
all over again in a few months?

The President. No. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:28 p.m.
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room 
White House. In his remarks, he refer
H.R. 2775.

Remarks on the End of the Federal Government Shutdown
October 17, 2013

Good morning, everybody. Please have a seat.
Well, last night I signed legislation to reopen

our Government and pay America’s bills. Be-
cause Democrats and responsible Republicans
came together, the first Government shutdown
in 17 years is now over. The first default in
more than 200 years will not happen. These
twin threats to our economy have now been
lifted. And I want to thank those Democrats
and Republicans for getting together and ulti-
mately getting this job done.

Now, there’s been a lot of discussion lately
of the politics of this shutdown. But let’s be
clear: There are no winners here. These last
few weeks have inflicted completely unneces-
sary damage on our economy. We don’t know
yet the full scope of the damage, but every ana-
lyst out there believes it slowed our growth.

We know that families have gone without
paychecks or services they depend on. We
know that potential home buyers have gotten
fewer mortgages and small-business loans have
been put on hold. We know that consumers
have cut back on spending and that half of all
CEOs say that the shutdown and the threat of
shutdown set back their plans to hire over the
next 6 months. We know that just the threat of
default, of America not paying all the bills that

we owe on time, increased our bor
costs, which adds to our deficit.

And of course, we know that the Am
people’s frustration with what goes on 
town has never been higher. That’s not
prise that the American people are com
fed up with Washington. At a moment
our economic recovery demands more
more momentum, we’ve got yet anothe
inflicted crisis that set our economy bac
for what?

There was no economic rationale for
this. Over the past 4 years, our econom
been growing, our businesses have been
ing jobs, and our deficits have been cut i
We hear some Members who pushed f
shutdown say they were doing it to sa
American economy, but nothing has
more to undermine our economy these
years than the kind of tactics that create
manufactured crises.

And you don’t have to take my word
The agency that put America’s credit rat
watch the other day explicitly cited all o
saying that our economy “remains mo
namic and resilient” than other advanced
omies and that the only thing putting us
is—and I’m quoting here—“repeated b
manship.” That’s what the credit rating 
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said. That wasn’t a political statement, that was
an analysis of what’s hurting our economy by

jobs, strengthen the middle class, educate our
kids, lay the foundation for broad-based pros-
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people whose job it is to analyze these things.
That also happens to be the view of our dip-

lomats, who’ve been hearing from their coun-
terparts internationally. Some of the same folks
who pushed for the shutdown and threatened
default claim their actions were needed to get
America back on the right track, to make sure
we’re strong. But probably nothing has done
more damage to America’s credibility in the
world, our standing with other countries, than
the spectacle that we’ve seen these past several
weeks. It’s encouraged our enemies, it’s em-
boldened our competitors, and it’s depressed
our friends, who look to us for steady leader-
ship.

Now, the good news is, we’ll bounce back
from this. We always do. America is the bed-
rock of the global economy for a reason. We
are the indispensable nation that the rest of the
world looks to as the safest and most reliable
place to invest, something that’s made it easier
for generations of Americans to invest in their
own futures. We have earned that responsibili-
ty over more than two centuries because of the
dynamism of our economy and our entrepre-
neurs, the productivity of our workers, but also
because we keep our word and we meet our
obligations. That’s what full faith and credit
means: You can count on us.

And today I want our people and our busi-
nesses and the rest of the world to know that
the full faith and credit of the United States re-
mains unquestioned.

But to all my friends in Congress, under-
stand that how business is done in this town
has to change. Because we’ve all got a lot of
work to do on behalf of the American people,
and that includes the hard work of regaining
their trust. Our system of self-government
doesn’t function without it. And now that the
Government is reopened and this threat to our
economy is removed, all of us need to stop fo-
cusing on the lobbyists and the bloggers and
the talking heads on radio and the professional
activists, who profit from conflict, and focus on
what the majority of Americans sent us here to
do, and that’s grow this economy, create good

perity, and get our fiscal house in order 
long haul. That’s why we’re here. That 
be our focus.

Now, that won’t be easy. We all kno
we have divided Government right
There’s a lot of noise out there, and the
sure from the extremes affect how a 
Members of Congress see the day-to-da
that’s supposed to be done here. And le
it, the American people don’t see ever
the same way. But that doesn’t mean w
make progress. And when we disagre
don’t have to suggest that the othe
doesn’t love this country or believe in fr
terprise, or all the other rhetoric that se
get worse every single year. If we disag
something, we can move on and focus 
things we agree on and get some stuff do

Let me be specific about three places
I believe we can make progress righ
First, in the coming days and weeks, we 
sit down and pursue a balanced approac
responsible budget, a budget that grow
economy faster and shrinks our long-term
cits further.

At the beginning of this year, that’
both Democrats and Republicans com
to doing. The Senate passed a budget; 
passed a budget; they were supposed to
together and negotiate. And had one si
decided to pursue a strategy of brinksma
each side could have gotten together a
ured out, how do we shape a budget th
vides certainty to businesses and peopl
rely on Government, provides certainty
vestors in our economy? And we’d be g
faster right now.

Now, the good news is, the legisla
signed yesterday now requires Congress
exactly that, what it could have been do
along. And we shouldn’t approach this p
of creating a budget as an ideological ex
just cutting for the sake of cutting. The i
not growth versus fiscal responsibility; w
both. We need a budget that deals with 
sues that most Americans are focused o
ating more good jobs that pay better wag
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And remember, the deficit is getting small-
er, not bigger. It’s going down faster than it has

let’s not leave this problem to keep festering
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in the last 50 years. The challenge we have
right now are not short-term deficits, it’s the
long-term obligations that we have around
things like Medicare and Social Security. And
we want to make sure those are there for fu-
ture generations.

So the key now is a budget that cuts out the
things that we don’t need, closes corporate tax
loopholes that don’t help create jobs, and frees
up resources for the things that do help us
grow, like education and infrastructure and re-
search. And these things historically have not
been partisan. And this shouldn’t be as difficult
as it’s been in past years because we already
spend less than we did a few years ago. Our
deficits are half of what they were a few years
ago. The debt problems we have now are long
term, and we can address them without short-
changing our kids or shortchanging our grand-
kids or weakening the security that current
generations have earned from their hard work.
So that’s number one.

Number two, we should finish fixing the job
of our—let me say that again. Number two, we
should finish the job of fixing a broken immi-
gration system. There’s already a broad coali-
tion across America that’s behind this effort of
comprehensive immigration reform, from
business leaders to faith leaders to law enforce-
ment. In fact, the Senate has already passed a
bill with strong bipartisan support that would
make the biggest commitment to border secu-
rity in our history; would modernize our legal
immigration system; make sure everyone plays
by the same rules; make sure that folks who
came here illegally have to pay a fine, pay back
taxes, meet their responsibilities. That bill has
already passed the Senate. And economists es-
timate that if that bill becomes law, our econo-
my would be 5-percent larger two decades
from now. That’s $1.4 trillion in new economic
growth.

The majority of Americans think this is the
right thing to do. And it’s sitting there waiting
for the House to pass it. Now, if the House has
ideas on how to improve the Senate bill, let’s
hear them. Let’s start the negotiations. But

and should get done by the end of this y
Number three, we should pass a far

one that American farmers and ranche
depend on, one that protects vulnerabl
dren and adults in times of need, one tha
rural communities opportunities to gro
the long-term certainty that they deserve

Again, the Senate’s already passed a so
partisan bill. It’s got support from Dem
and Republicans. It’s sitting in the Hous
ing for passage. If House Republican
ideas that they think would improve th
bill, let’s see them. Let’s negotiate. Wh
we waiting for? Let’s get this done.

So passing a budget, immigration r
farm bill—those are three specific thin
would make a huge difference in our ec
right now. And we could get them done
end of the year if our focus is on what’
for the American people. And that’s ju
big stuff. There are all kinds of other 
that we could be doing that don’t get as
attention.

I understand we will not suddenly ag
everything now that the cloud of cris
passed. Democrats and Republicans a
apart on a lot of issues. And I recognize
are folks on the other side who think th
policies are misguided—that’s putting i
ly. That’s okay. That’s democracy. That’s
works. We can debate those differences
ously, passionately, in good faith, throu
normal democratic process.

And sometimes, we’ll be just too far a
forge an agreement. But that should no
back our efforts in areas where we do 
We shouldn’t fail to act on areas that 
agree or could agree just because we
think it’s good politics, just because t
tremes in our party don’t like the word
promise.

I will look for willing partners wher
can to get important work done. And the
good reason why we can’t govern respo
despite our differences, without lurchin
manufactured crisis to manufactured cr
fact, one of the things that I hope all of u
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learned these past few weeks is that it turns
out, smart, effective Government is important.

pay these past few weeks, including most of my
own staff: Thank you. Thanks for your service.
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It matters. I think the American people during
this shutdown had a chance to get some idea of
all the things, large and small, that Govern-
ment does that make a difference in people’s
lives.

We hear all the time about how Govern-
ment is the problem. Well, it turns out we rely
on it in a whole lot of ways. Not only does it
keep us strong through our military and our
law enforcement, it plays a vital role in caring
for our seniors and our veterans, educating our
kids, making sure our workers are trained for
the jobs that are being created, arming our
businesses with the best science and technolo-
gy so they can compete with companies from
other countries. It plays a key role in keeping
our food and our toys and our workplaces safe.
It helps folks rebuild after a storm. It conserves
our natural resources. It finances startups. It
helps to sell our products overseas. It provides
security to our diplomats abroad.

So let’s work together to make Government
work better, instead of treating it like an ene-
my or purposely making it work worse. That’s
not what the Founders of this Nation envi-
sioned when they gave us the gift of self-gov-
ernment. You don’t like a particular policy or a
particular President? Then argue for your posi-
tion, go out there and win an election, push to
change it, but don’t break it. Don’t break what
our predecessors spent over two centuries
building. That’s not being faithful to what this
country is about.

And that brings me to one last point. I’ve got
a simple message for all the dedicated and pa-
triotic Federal workers who’ve either worked
without pay or been forced off the job without

Welcome back. What you do is import
matters.

You defend our country overseas. You
er benefits to our troops who’ve earned
when they come home. You guard our bo
You protect our civil rights. You help bu
es grow and gain footholds in oversea
kets. You protect the air we breathe a
water our children drink. And you pu
boundaries of science and space, an
guide hundreds of thousands of peopl
day through the glories of this country. 
you. What you do is important. And do
anybody else tell you different. Especia
young people who come to this city to
believe that it matters: Well, you know
you’re right. It does.

And those of us who have the privil
serve this country have an obligation to 
job as best we can. And we come from 
ent parties, but we are Americans firs
that’s why disagreement cannot mean dy
tion. It can’t degenerate into hatred
American people’s hopes and dreams ar
matters, not ours. Our obligations are to
Our regard for them compels us all, D
crats and Republicans, to cooperate and
promise and act in the best interests of o
tion—one Nation under God, indivisibl
liberty and justice for all.

Thanks very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. 
State Dining Room at the White House
2775, approved October 17, was assigne
lic Law No. 113–46.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Enrico Letta of Ita
October 17, 2013

The President. Well, it’s wonderful to wel-
come Prime Minister Letta to the Oval Of-
fice. We have had a chance to get to know
each other over the last several international
summits that we’ve attended, and I couldn’t
be more impressed with the Prime Minis-

ter’s integrity and thoughtfulness and l
ship.

I want to congratulate him on having
vote of confidence and passing a bud
think it’s clear that Italy is moving in th
direction in stabilizing its finances and em
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ing on reforms that will make it more competi-
tive. And we spent a lot of our time discussing

And I think that we both share an interest in
finding ways in which we can help the Libyans

leased
ut also
 weap-
y sup-
ve that

or at
he hu-
ple are
tor to
ant to

nly re-
t a po-
 return
s been

ghani-
ary in
ing to
d safe
preci-

litaries
enuine
nd we
e sure
ghani-
a posi-
t has a
a gov-
 all its
omen

ter op-
e past

n peo-
icular,
nk ev-
een It-
use of

ecause
ple-to-
ntries.

helped
aspect
ver go
the importance of European growth, that with
high unemployment—particularly youth un-
employment—and the challenges that have
been created since 2008, as well as the chal-
lenges within the euro zone, I think it’s impor-
tant for all of us to coordinate. And the United
States obviously is not part of Europe, but we
have a great interest in Europe because if Eu-
rope is doing well, that means that we’re doing
well also.

So we discussed how we could partner on a
strong growth agenda. Part of that growth
agenda is the Transatlantic Partnership agree-
ment [Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership],* the trade agreement that we’re
trying to shape between the European Union
and the United States. We’ve had several
meetings already on that, and I know Prime
Minister Letta is a strong proponent of ex-
panding what is already a very important trade
relationship between the United States and
Europe. So given the fact that he will be as-
cending to the Presidency of the European
Commission, it’s a great opportunity for his
leadership to assert itself during those negotia-
tions. 

We also talked about our security coopera-
tion, and Italy has been an outstanding partner.
A NATO ally on issues ranging from Libya to
Syria, to counterterrorism efforts, consistently,
Italy has been a strong partner, and obviously,
it’s been an outstanding host to our men and
women who serve in the region. And so we
very much thank the Italian people as well as
the Prime Minister for their strong support
there.

On Libya, we agreed that we want to contin-
ue to work with other international partners to
strengthen the security capacity of the Libyan
Government. There’s enormous potential and
hope for the Libyan people, but what they
need now is a Government that is representa-
tive and inclusive and can provide the basic se-
curity, as well as the basic services, that will
help the Libyan people achieve that potential.

move forward.
With respect to Syria, we have been p

to see not only the U.N. resolution, b
now the concrete efforts to get chemical
ons out of Syria. And Italy has been ver
portive of that effort. And we both belie
it’s important to build off that success—
least that good start—to also talk about t
manitarian suffering that the Syrian peo
experiencing. Italy has been a contribu
the humanitarian efforts there, and we w
partner with them to find ways to not o
lieve the suffering, but also to implemen
litical transition that can allow people to
to their homes and end the killing that’
taking place there.

And we had a chance to talk about Af
stan. Italian troops have been extraordin
their sacrifice and their efforts in help
create an Afghanistan that is secure an
for the Afghan people. We very much ap
ate it. We talked about how well our mi
coordinate with each other and the g
partnership that has been created. A
both reaffirmed our commitment to mak
that when we end combat activities in Af
stan at the end of 2014, that we are in 
tion to leave behind an Afghanistan tha
strong professional security service and 
ernment that is meeting its obligations to
people, including all ethnic groups and w
and others who have started to see grea
portunities and greater freedoms over th
several years.

And again, I want to say to the Italia
ple, and to Prime Minister Letta, in part
we’re grateful for your friendship. I thi
erybody understands the closeness betw
aly and the United States is not just beca
a friendship between leaders, but also b
of the incredible history and the peo
people relations between our two cou
Italian Americans in this country have 
to make America what it is and in every 
of life, and that bond is one that will ne

 * White House correction.
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away and, hopefully, will continue to be
strengthened during the time that you and I

So it’s very important to continue on having
budget under control, but we need to push

slature
 of the
based,
TIP is
t. My
th, to-
re the

st pro-
 G–20
on po-
on, fis-
ction-

ied to
ncerns
ms, of
ilitary
 days,
ant to
iterra-

 failed
, and
 work
ion as
eneva

 there,
 I will
ghani-
is very
a.
tened,
lt. It’s

re will
n, and
re will
. And

ard in
first of
ission,

k you

.m. in
1158

have the chance to work together. I’m sure it
will be.

The last point I want to make is that the
Prime Minister is from Tuscany, from Pisa,
and he has extended an invitation to me to
come and visit and eat some very good food.
[Laughter] I don’t know whether I’m going to
be able to take as much time as I want while
I’m still President, but Michelle and I, having
been to Tuscany before I was President and
seeing how spectacular and wonderful it is, I
told the Prime Minister that he will not have to
twist my arm to try to get me to come to Tusca-
ny again sometime in the near future.

So thank you very much for the wonderful
visit. Thank you. 

Prime Minister Letta. Thank you very much.
Of course, the invitation to Tuscany is for now,
for the future, for whenever you want: Flor-
ence, Pisa, Sienna, or Lucca. 

First of all, I congratulated President
Obama, for yesterday’s success is his success,
but it is also our success, because yesterday’s
decision was very important for the stability in
the markets in the world, in Europe and in Ita-
ly, first of all. We need stability because we
have such a big debt, so we need to have low
interest rates. 

Yesterday we had the lowest interest rates in
Italy since 2 years and half. That was for us a
very important achievement, demonstration of
the fact that we are in the right path. And we
have to continue that, and to continue on this
path, we need to have an alliance, alliance of
growth, first of all.

Next year, Italy will be President of the Eu-
ropean Council. For—in the second semester,
we will start the new European legislature.
The present European legislature is linked to
the word austerity. Austerity without growth,
it’s a big problem for us. This is why we passed,
in Italy, a budget with the budget under con-
trol, with the debt decreasing, the deficit de-
creasing, public spending decreasing, and the
level of taxes on families and entrepreneurs de-
creasing for the first time since many years.

growth. This is why the European legi
that will start with the Italian Presidency
European Council will be a legislature 
first of all, on growth. And of course, T–
one of the most important achievemen
dream will be to sign this agreement, bo
gether, before the end of next year, befo
end of the Italian Presidency next year. 

It is important we have to fight again
tectionism. In—both in the G–8 and the
meeting, we have very important comm
sitions in fighting against the fiscal evasi
cal avoidance, fiscal havens, against prote
ism, and T–TIP is so important.

For the Mediterranean concern, I tr
present to President Obama all our co
about the situation, the migration proble
course the mission—the humanitarian m
mission—that Italy raised in these very
“Mare Nostrum,” because we don’t w
have Mediterranean as a dead sea. Med
nean has to be a sea of life.

And of course, we have a problem of
states in Africa. We have to help them
first of all, Libya, of course. We have to
together on Syria to apply the resolut
soon as possible. And we want to have G
II as soon as possible too. And of course,
our work will be all together. And also
thank President Obama’s words on Af
stan, of course. Our joint commitment 
important for the stabilization of the are

So I am very glad for the words I lis
but I’m very glad for the yesterday’s resu
very important for our future. Our futu
be a future of friendship, of cooperatio
next legislature, next European legislatu
be—has to be—a legislature of growth
we, the Italians, we will work very h
reaching this goal because growth and, 
all, jobs for youth is my mission, our m
and we will work together on that.

President Obama. All right. Than
again. Thank you, everybody. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:32 p
the Oval Office at the White House. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders Regarding Designation of Funds for
Overseas Contingency Operations and Global Counterterrorism
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Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

In accordance with section 114(c) of the
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2014 (CR), I
hereby designate for Overseas Contingency
Operations/Global War on Terrorism all fund-
ing (including the rescission of funds) so desig-
nated by the Congress in section 114(a) of the
CR pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985, as amended, as outlined in the
enclosed list of accounts.

The details of this action are set forth
enclosed memorandum from the Direc
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

BARACK OB

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jo
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Repre
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President
Senate. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Certifying the Public Debt Limit Incre
October 17, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Pursuant to section 1002(b) of the Continu-
ing Appropriations Act, 2014, I hereby certify
that absent a suspension of the limit under sec-
tion 3101(b) of title 31, United States Code,
the Secretary of the Treasury would be unable
to issue debt to meet existing commitments. 

Sincerely,

BARACK OB

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jo
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Repre
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President
Senate.

Remarks on the Nomination of Jeh C. Johnson To Be Secretary of Hom
Security
October 18, 2013

The President. Good afternoon, everybody.
Please have a seat. As President, my most sol-
emn responsibility is the safety and security of
the American people. And we’ve got an out-
standing team here of folks who work every
single day to make sure that we’re doing every-
thing we can to fulfill that responsibility. And
that means that our entire Government—our
law enforcement and homeland security pro-
fessionals, our troops, our diplomats, our intel-
ligence personnel—are all working together. It
means working with State and local partners to
disrupt terrorist attacks, to make our borders
more secure, respond to natural disasters, and

make our immigration system more ef
and fair.

Now, addressing any one of these cha
is a tall order. Addressing all of them at 
a monumental task. But that’s what the
cated men and women of the Departm
Homeland Security do every day. And
I’m proud to announce my choice t
them, an outstanding public servant wh
known and trusted for years, Mr. Jeh Joh

Now, we are, of course, enormously g
to Secretary Janet Napolitano. Janet co
be here today; she’s already made her m
her new position in sunny Cali
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overseeing the higher education system in that
great State. And I know that she’s going to do

how to get folks who don’t always agree to
work towards a common goal.
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an outstanding job there with the incredible
young people that are in our largest State. But
we all deeply appreciate the terrific job that
she did over the last 4½   years. I want to thank
Rand Beers for his service and for stepping in
as Acting Secretary after Janet left.

Thanks in no small part to Janet’s leader-
ship, her team, we’ve done more to protect our
homeland against those who wish to do us
harm. We’ve strengthened our borders. We’ve
taken steps to make sure our immigration sys-
tem better reflects our values. We’ve helped
thousands of Americans recover from hurri-
canes and tornados, floods and wildfires. And
we’ve worked to clean up a massive oil spill in
the Gulf as well as address a flu pandemic.

In Jeh Johnson, we have the right person to
continue this important work. From the mo-
ment I took office, Jeh was an absolutely criti-
cal member of my national security team, and
he demonstrated again and again the qualities
that will make him a strong Secretary of
Homeland Security.

Jeh has a deep understanding of the threats
and challenges facing the United States. As
Pentagon’s—as the Pentagon’s top lawyer, he
helped design and implement many of the pol-
icies that have kept our country safe, including
our success in dismantling the core of Al Qaida
in the FATA.

When I directed my national security team
to be more open and transparent about how
our policies work and how we make decisions,
especially when it comes to preventing terror-
ist attacks, Jeh was one of the leaders who
spoke eloquently about how we meet today’s
threats in a way that are consistent with our
values, including the rule of law.

Jeh also knows that meeting these threats
demands cooperation and coordination across
our Government. He’s been there in the Situa-
tion Room at the table in moments of decision,
working with leaders from a host of agencies to
make sure everyone is rowing in the same di-
rection. And he’s respected across our Govern-
ment as a team player, somebody who knows

Jeh has experience leading large, co
organizations. As a member of the Pent
senior management team, first unde
Gates and then under Leon Panetta, he 
oversee the work of more than 3 millio
tary and civilian personnel across the c
and around the world. And I think it’s 
say that both former Secretaries Gates a
netta will attest to the incredible profes
ism that Jeh brings to the job and the b
san approach that, appropriately, he
when it comes to national security.

He’s also earned a reputation as a co
calm leader. Jeh appreciates that any org
tion’s greatest asset is its people, and 
Pentagon, he guided the report explainin
allowing our men and women in unifo
serve their country openly would not w
our military. Congress ended up using t
port that Jeh helped to craft to justify rep
“don’t ask, don’t tell.” And America an
military are stronger because we did, i
because of Jeh’s determined leaders
know he will bring that same commitm
our hard-working folks at DHS.

And finally, Jeh believes, in a deep an
sonal way, that keeping America safe re
us also upholding the values and civil li
that make America great. Jeh tells the s
his uncle who was a member of the leg
Tuskegee Airmen during World War I
he and his fellow airmen served with 
even when their country didn’t treat the
the dignity and the respect that they des
And it was a lesson that Jeh never forgo
must adopt legal positions that compor
common sense,” Jeh says, “consistent wi
we are as Americans.” Jeh is a pretty goo
yer, so he knows what that means.

And Jeh understands that this cou
worth protecting, not because of what w
or what we own, but because of who w
And that’s what sets us apart. That’s wh
nation, we have to keep adapting to ch
threats, whether natural or manmade. W
to stay ready when disaster strikes an
Americans recover in the aftermath. We
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to fix our broken immigration system in a way
that strengthens our borders and modernizes

Thank you for the tremendous honor of this
nomination and the trust you have placed in
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legal immigration and makes sure everybody is
playing by the same rules.

And I’m confident that I could not make a
better choice in Jeh, somebody who I’m confi-
dent is going to be moving not just the agency
forward, but helping to move the country for-
ward.

So, Jeh, thank you so much for agreeing to
take on this very difficult and extraordinary
mission. You’ve got a great team over at DHS,
and I know that they’re looking forward to hav-
ing you over there. I urge the Senate to con-
firm Jeh as soon as possible. And I thank you,
as well as your family, to agreeing to serve.
Your wife Susan and your daughter Natalie
and—couldn’t be here because they’re visiting
Jeh, Jr., out at Occidental College, which, by
the way, I went to for 2 years when I was
young. It’s a fine college. I’m sorry I couldn’t
be there to say hi to him. But your son chose
well.

So, ladies and gentlemen, I’d like to invite
Jeh Johnson to say a few words, hopefully, our
next Secretary of the Department of Home-
land Security.

Secretary-designate Johnson. Thank you
very much, Mr. President.

As you noted, my wife and two kids are not
here because it’s parents’ weekend at Occiden-
tal, and thanks to the cost of a nonrefundable
airline ticket—[laughter]—they could not be
in two places at once. They wish they could be
here.

me to carry out this large and importa
sponsibility as Secretary of Homeland Se
I was not looking for this opportunity.
left Government at the end of last year a
settling back into private life and priva
practice. But when I received the call, I
not refuse it.

I am a New Yorker, and I was pres
Manhattan on 9/11, which happens to 
birthday, when that bright and beautif
was—a day something like this—was sha
by the largest terrorist attack on our hom
in history. I wandered the streets of New
that day and wondered and asked, wha
do? Since then, I have tried to devote my
answering that question. I love this cou
care about the safety of our people. I bel
public service. And I remain loyal to yo
President.

If confirmed by the Senate, I promis
my energy, focus, and ability toward the 
safeguarding our Nation’s national and 
land security.

Thank you again, sir.
The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:06 p.m.
Rose Garden at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to Susan M. DiMarc
of Secretary-designate Johnson, and the
dren Natalie Johnson and Jeh Johnson, 
also referred to the Federally Admin
Tribal Areas (FATA) of Pakistan.

Statement on the Death of Former Speaker of the House of Representa
Thomas S. Foley
October 18, 2013

Today America has lost a legend of the
United States Congress. For 30 years, Tom
Foley represented the people of Washington’s
Fifth District with skill, dedication, and a
deep commitment to improving the lives of
those he was elected to serve. Tom’s straight-
forward approach helped him find common
ground with members of both parties, eventu-

ally leading to his election as the 57th S
of the House. After his career in Con
Tom served as the U.S. Ambassador to 
where his poise and civility helped stren
our relationship with one of our closest
Michelle and I send our thoughts and p
to Tom’s wife Heather and the entire
family.
230-207_Text_.pdf   389 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Oct. 18 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

Statement on the Death of Representative C. William Young
October 18, 2013
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Michelle and I were saddened to learn of
the passing of Congressman C.W. “Bill”
Young. For over 50 years Bill served the
people of Florida, both in the State legisla-
ture and as the longest serving Republican
in the U.S. House of Representatives. He

will be remembered for his advocac
support for the Armed Forces, service
bers, and their families as well as his 
manship and long history of working 
the aisle to keep our country movin
ward.

The President’s Weekly Address
October 19, 2013

Hi, everybody. This week, because Democrats
and responsible Republicans came together, the
Government was reopened, and the threat of de-
fault was removed from our economy.

There’s been a lot of discussion lately of the
politics of this shutdown. But the truth is, there
were no winners in this. At a time when our
economy needs more growth and more jobs,
the manufactured crisis of these last few weeks
actually harmed jobs and growth. And it’s un-
derstandable that your frustration with what
goes on in Washington has never been higher.

The way business is done in Washington has
to change. Now that these clouds of crisis and
uncertainty have lifted, we need to focus on
what the majority of Americans sent us here to
do: grow the economy, create good jobs,
strengthen the middle class, lay the foundation
for broad-based prosperity, and get our fiscal
house in order for the long haul.

It won’t be easy. But we can make progress.
Specifically, there are three places where I be-
lieve that Democrats and Republicans can
work together right away.

First, we should sit down and pursue a bal-
anced approach to a responsible budget, one
that grows our economy faster and shrinks our
long-term deficits further. There’s no choice
between growth and fiscal responsibility; we
need both. So we’re making a serious mistake
if a budget doesn’t focus on what you’re fo-
cused on: creating more good jobs that pay
better wages. If we’re going to free up resourc-
es for the things that help us grow—education,
infrastructure, research—we should cut what

we don’t need and close corporate tax
holes that don’t help create jobs.
shouldn’t be as difficult as it’s been i
years. Remember, our deficits are shr
not growing.

Second, we should finish the job of
our broken immigration system. Ther
ready a broad coalition across America
behind this effort, from business lead
faith leaders, to law enforcement. It 
grow our economy. It would secure ou
ders. The Senate has already passed a b
strong bipartisan support. Now the 
should too. The majority of Americans 
this is the right thing to do. It can and 
get done by the end of this year.

Third, we should pass a farm bill, on
America’s farmers and ranchers can d
on, one that protects vulnerable childre
adults in times of need, and one that give
communities opportunities to grow an
longer term certainty they deserve.

We won’t suddenly agree on everythin
that the cloud of crisis has passed. B
shouldn’t hold back on places where 
agree just because we don’t think it’s goo
itics or just because the extremes in our 
don’t like compromise. I’ll look for willin
ners from either party to get importan
done. There’s no good reason why we
govern responsibly, without lurching
manufactured crisis to manufactured 
Because that isn’t governing, it’s just h
the people we were sent here to serve.
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Those of us who have the privilege to serve
this country have an obligation to do our job

Thanks, everybody, and have a great weekend.
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the best we can. We come from different par-
ties, but we’re Americans first. And our obliga-
tions to you must compel all of us, Democrats
and Republicans, to cooperate and compro-
mise and act in the best interests of this coun-
try that we love.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approx
ly 4:45 p.m. on October 18 in the Blue R
the White House for broadcast on Octob
The transcript was made available by the O
the Press Secretary on October 18, but w
bargoed for release until 6 a.m. on October

Remarks on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
October 21, 2013

The President. Everybody, have a seat.

[At this point, Shelbyville, DE, resident Janice
Baker, a beneficiary of the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act, made brief remarks,
concluding as follows.]

Ms. Baker. Thank you all. And I am now
honored to introduce the President of the
United States.

The President. Great job.
Ms. Baker. Thank you. Thank you.
The President. Thank you. Thank you, ev-

erybody. Well, thank you, Janice. And thanks
to everybody here for coming on this beautiful
day. Welcome to the White House.

About 3 weeks ago, as the Federal Govern-
ment shut down, the Affordable Care Act’s
health insurance marketplaces opened for
business across the country. Well, we’ve now
gotten the Government back open for the
American people, and today I want to talk
about how we’re going to get the marketplaces
running at full steam as well. And I’m joined
today by folks who have either benefited from
the Affordable Care Act already or who are
helping their fellow citizens learn about what
this law means for them and how they can get
covered.

Of course, you’ve probably heard that
healthcare.gov—the new website where peo-
ple can apply for health insurance and browse
and buy affordable plans in most States—
hasn’t worked as smoothly as it was supposed
to work. And the number of people who have
visited the site has been overwhelming, which

has aggravated some of these underlying
lems.

Despite all that, thousands of peop
signing up and saving money as we 
Many Americans with a preexisting con
like Janice, are discovering that they can
get health insurance like everybody else.

So today I want to speak to every Am
who’s looking to get affordable health
ance. I want you to know what’s availa
you and why it may be a good deal for yo
for those who’ve had some problems w
website, I want to tell you what we’re do
make it work better and how you can sign
get covered in other ways.

But before I do that, let me remind 
body that the Affordable Care Act is no
website. It’s much more. For the vast m
of Americans—for 85 percent of Ame
who already have health insurance th
your employer or Medicare or Medicaid
don’t need to sign up for coverage thro
website at all. You’ve already got cov
What the Affordable Care Act does for
to provide you with new benefits and p
tions that have been in place for some
You may not know it, but you’re already
fiting from these provisions in the law.

For example, because of the Affo
Care Act, young people like Jasmine Je
and Jessica Ugalde and Ezra Salop—
whom are here today—they’ve been a
stay on their parents’ plans until they
Millions of other young people are cu
benefiting from that part of the law. A
part of the Affordable Care Act is provid
niors with deeper discounts on 
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prescription medicine. Billions of dollars have
been saved by seniors already. That’s part of

your business. And so insurers have created
new health care plans with more choices to be
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the law. It’s already in place. It’s happening
right now.

Already, because of the Affordable Care
Act, preventive care like mammograms and
birth control are free through your employers.
That’s part of this law. So there are a wide
range of consumer protections and benefits
that you already have if you’ve got health insur-
ance. You may not have noticed them, but
you’ve got them, and they’re not going any-
where. And they’re not dependent on a web-
site.

Here’s another thing that the Affordable
Care Act does. In States where Governors and
legislatures have wisely allowed it, the Afford-
able Care Act provides the opportunity for
many Americans to get covered under Medic-
aid for the first time. So, in Oregon, for exam-
ple, that’s helped cut the number of uninsured
people by 10 percent just in the last 3 weeks.
Think about that. That’s 56,000 more Ameri-
cans who now have health care. That doesn’t
depend on a website.

Now, if you’re one of the 15 percent of
Americans who don’t have health insurance—
either because you can’t afford it or because
your employer doesn’t offer it or because
you’re a small-businessperson and you have to
go out on the individual market and buy it on
your own and it’s just too expensive—October
1 was an important date. That’s when we
opened the new marketplaces where people
without health insurance or who can’t afford
health insurance or who aren’t part of a group
plan can finally start getting affordable cover-
age.

And the idea is simple. By enrolling in what
we’re calling these marketplaces, you become
part of a big group plan, as if you were working
for a big employer: a statewide group plan that
spreads risk between sick people and healthy
people, between young and old, and then bar-
gains on your behalf for the best deal on health
care. What we’ve done is essentially created
competition where there wasn’t competition
before. We created these big group plans, and
now insurers are really interested in getting

made available through these marketpla
And as a result of this choice and thi

petition, prices have come down. Whe
add the new tax credits that many peop
eligible for through the law, then the 
come down even further. So one study
that through new options created by t
fordable Care Act, nearly 6 in 10 uni
Americans will find that they can get c
for less than a hundred dollars a month.
about that. Through the marketplaces, y
get health insurance for what may b
equivalent of your cell phone bill or you
bill, and that’s a good deal.

So the fact is, the product of the Affo
Care Act for people without health insur
quality health insurance that’s affordabl
that product is working. It’s really good.
turns out, there’s a massive demand for
far, the national website, healthcare.go
been visited nearly 20 million times
plause] Twenty million times. And 
great demand at the State level as we
cause a lot—there are a bunch of Stat
are running their own marketplaces. 

We know that nearly one-third of the 
applying in Connecticut and Maryland, 
ample, are under 35 years old. They 
stand that they can get a good deal at low
have the security of health care, and this
just for old folks like me, that everybody
good quality health insurance. And al
more than half a million consumers acro
country have successfully submitted a
tions through Federal and State market
And many of those applications aren’t j
individuals, it’s for their entire famili
even more people are already looking to 
tially take advantage of the high quality, 
able insurance that is provided through t
fordable Care Act.

So let me just recap here. The prod
good. The health insurance that’s being p
ed is good. It’s high quality, and it’s affor
People can save money, significant mon
getting insurance that’s being pr
through these marketplaces. And we kno
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the demand is there. People are rushing to see
what’s available. And those who’ve already had

purchase the insurance is not working the way
it should for everybody. And there’s no sugar-
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a chance to enroll are thrilled with the result.
Every day, people who were stuck with sky-
high premiums because of preexisting condi-
tions are getting affordable insurance for the
first time or finding, like Janice did, that
they’re saving a lot of money. Every day, wom-
en are finally buying coverage that doesn’t
charge them higher premiums than men for
the same care. Every day, people are discover-
ing that new health insurance plans have to
cover maternity care, mental health care, free
preventive care.

So you just heard Janice’s story. She owns
her own small business. She recently became
the first woman to enroll in coverage through
Delaware’s exchange. And it’s true, it took her
a few tries, but it was worth it after being
turned down for insurance three times due to
minor preexisting conditions. So now she’ll be
covered, she’ll save 150 bucks a month, and
she won’t have to worry that one illness or acci-
dent will cost her her business that she’s
worked so hard to build.

And Janice is not alone. I recently received a
letter from a woman named Jessica Sanford in
Washington State. And here’s what she wrote:
“I am a single mom, no child support, self-em-
ployed, and I haven’t had insurance for 15 years
because it’s too expensive. My son has ADHD
and requires regular doctor visits, and his meds
alone cost $250 per month. I have had an ongo-
ing tendinitis problem due to my line of work
that I haven’t had treated. Now, finally, we get
to have coverage because of the ACA for $169
per month. I was crying the other day when I
signed up. So much stress lifted.”

Now, that is not untypical for a lot of folks
like Jessica who have been struggling without
health insurance. That’s what the Affordable
Care Act is all about. The point is, the essence
of the law—the health insurance that’s avail-
able to people—is working just fine. In some
cases, actually, it’s exceeding expectations: The
prices are lower than we expected, the choice
is greater than we expected.

But the problem has been that the website
that’s supposed to make it easy to apply for and

coating it. The website has been too slow
ple have been getting stuck during the a
tion process. And I think it’s fair to say th
body is more frustrated by that than I a
cause—precisely because the product is
I want the cash registers to work. I wa
checkout lines to be smooth. So I want 
to be able to get this great product. And 
no excuse for the problems, and it’s—
problems are getting fixed.

But while we’re working out the kinks
system, I want everybody to understan
nature of the problem. First of all, even w
the problems at healthcare.gov, the web
still working for a lot of people, just 
quick or efficient or consistent as we wan
although many of these folks have foun
they had to wait longer than they wanted
they complete the process, they’re very
with the deal that’s available to them, ju
Janice is.

Second, I want everybody to rememb
we’re only 3 weeks into a 6-month open 
ment period, when you can buy thes
plans. Keep in mind, the insurance d
start until January 1; that’s the earliest th
insurance can kick in. No one who dec
purchase a plan has to pay their first pre
until December 15. And unlike the da
Thanksgiving sales for the latest PlaySta
flat-screen TVs, the insurance plans do
out. They’re not going to sell out. The
available through the marketplace throu
the open enrollment period. The prices t
surers have set will not change. So eve
who wants insurance through the marke
will get insurance, period. [Applause] 
body who wants insurance through the m
place will get insurance.

Third, we are doing everything we can
bly do to get the websites working bette
er, sooner. We’ve got people working
time, 24/7, to boost capacity and addre
problems. Experts from some of Americ
private sector tech companies who, by th
have seen things like this happen befor
want it to work. They’re reaching out. T
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offering to send help. We’ve had some of the
best IT talent in the entire country join the

the wait, it’s the safety and security of health
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team. And we’re well into a tech surge to fix
the problem. And we are confident that we will
get all the problems fixed.

Number four, while the website will ulti-
mately be the easiest way to buy insurance
through the marketplace, it isn’t the only way.
And I want to emphasize this. Even as we re-
double our efforts to get the site working as
well as it’s supposed to, we’re also redoubling
our efforts to make sure you can still buy the
same quality, affordable insurance plans avail-
able on the marketplace the old-fashioned way:
offline, either over the phone or in person.

And by the way, there are a lot of people
who want to take advantage of this who are
more comfortable working on the phone any-
way or in person. So let me go through the spe-
cifics as to how you can do that if you’re having
problems with the website or you just prefer
dealing with a person.

Yesterday we updated the website’s home
page to offer more information about the other
avenues to enroll in affordable health care until
the online option works for everybody. So
you’ll find information about how to talk to a
specialist who can help you apply over the
phone or to receive a downloadable application
you can fill out yourself and mail in.

We’ve also added more staff to the call centers
where you can apply for insurance over the
phone. Those are already—they’ve been work-
ing. But a lot of people have decided first to go to
the website. But keep in mind, these call centers
are already up and running. And you can get
your questions answered by real people, 24
hours a day, in 150 different languages. The
phone number for these call centers is
1–800–318–2596. I want to repeat that:
1–800–318–2596. Wait times have averaged less
than 1 minute so far on the call centers, although
I admit that the wait times probably might go up
a little bit now that I’ve read the number out
loud on national television. [Laughter]

But the point is, the call centers are avail-
able. You can talk to somebody directly, and
they can walk you through the application pro-
cess. And I guarantee you, if one thing is worth

ey that you can save by buying health ins
through the marketplaces.

Once you get on the phone with a t
representative, it usually takes about 2
utes for an individual to apply for cov
about 45 minutes for a family. Once you
for coverage, you will be contacted by 
by e-mail or postal mail about your co
status.

But you don’t have to just go throu
phone. You can also apply in person w
help of local navigators. These are peop
cially trained to help you sign up for 
care, and they exist all across the coun
you can go to community health cente
hospitals. Just visit localhelp.healthcare
find out where in your area you can ge
and apply for insurance in person.

And finally, if you’ve already tried to
through the website and you’ve been
somewhere along the way, do not worry.
coming weeks, we will contact you d
personally, with a concrete recommen
for how you can complete your appli
shop for coverage, pick a plan that mee
needs, and get covered once and for all.

So here’s the bottom line. The produ
health insurance, is good. The prices are
It is a good deal. People don’t just w
they’re showing up to buy it. Nobody i
der than me about the fact that the w
isn’t working as well as it should, which 
it’s going to get fixed. [Laughter]

And in the meantime, you can bypa
website and apply by phone or in pers
don’t let problems with the website det
from signing up or signing your family
showing your friends how to sign up, bec
is worth it. It will save you money. If you
have health insurance, if you’ve got a pr
ing condition, it will save you money, and
give you the security that your family ne

In fact, even with the website issues,
actually made the overall process of buy
surance through the marketplace a lot sm
er and easier than the old way of buying
ance on your own. Part of the challenge 
230-207_Text_.pdf   394 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Oct. 21

1167

that a lot of people may not remember what
it’s like to buy insurance the traditional way.

surance. And if the launch of this website
proves anything, it’s that people across the
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The way we’ve set it up, there are no more
absurdly long application forms. There’s no
medical history questionnaire that goes on for
pages and pages. There’s no more getting de-
nied because you’ve had a preexisting condi-
tion. Instead of contacting a bunch of different
insurers once—one at a time, which is what
Janice and a lot of people who are shopping on
the individual market for health insurance had
to do, there’s one single place you can go shop
and compare plans that have to compete for
your business. There’s one single phone num-
ber you can call for help. And once the kinks in
the website have been ironed out, it will be
even smoother and even easier. But in the
meantime, we will help you sign up, because
consumers want to buy this product and insur-
ance companies want to sell it to you.

Now, let me close by addressing some of the
politics that have swirled around the Afford-
able Care Act. I recognize that the Republican
Party has made blocking the Affordable Care
Act its signature policy idea. Sometimes, it
seems to be the one thing that unifies the party
these days. [Laughter] In fact, they were will-
ing to shut down the Government and poten-
tially harm the global economy to try to get it
repealed. And I’m sure that given the prob-
lems with the website so far, they’re going to
be looking to go after it even harder. And let’s
admit it, with the website not working as well
as it needs to work, that makes a lot of support-
ers nervous because they know how it’s been
subject to so much attack, the Affordable Care
Act generally.

But I just want to remind everybody, we did
not wage this long and contentious battle just
around a website. That’s not what this was
about. We waged this battle to make sure that
millions of Americans in the wealthiest nation
on Earth finally have the same chance to get
the same security of affordable quality health
care as anybody else. That’s what this is about.
And the Affordable Care Act has done that.

People can now get good insurance. People
with preexisting conditions can now afford in-

country don’t just need that security, the
that security. They want it. And in the 
time—I’ve said many times—I am wil
work with anyone on any idea to make t
perform even better. But it’s time for f
stop rooting for its failure, because hard
ing, middle class families are rooting 
success. And if the product is good, 
willing to be patient.

Now, I got a letter last week from a se
ployed man named John Mier in Lee
Pennsylvania. He used the new marketp
get himself and his wife covered and sav
of money. And here’s what he said, bec
pretty much sums up my message today
the website really stank for the first 
[Laughter] “But instead of paying $1,6
month for a group insurance plan, we 
plan that will only cost us $692 a month
ings of $900 per month.” John said that
he saw—when he saw what they’d be p
he turned to his wife and told her: “We
just pull through. We can afford this
John eventually predicted that “the w
will work like a champ.”

So John’s—he was frustrated by the w
but he’s feeling a little less frustrated o
found out that he was saving 900 bucks a 
on his health insurance. And John is rig
website is going to get fixed and the law 
That’s why we fought so hard to pass this 
save folks like John money; to give peop
don’t have health insurance the chance t
for the first time; to lift from the America
ple the crushing burden of unaffordable
care; to free families from the pervasiv
that one illness——

[A participant standing behind the Pre
began to faint.]

The President. There you go, you’re
I’m right here. I’ve got you. [Laughter] N
you’re okay. This happens when I talk to
[Laughter] You’ll be okay. Here, why do
go. You got her?
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[The participant was escorted into the White
House.]
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The President. Good catch, by the way, who-
ever was here. [Laughter]

But that’s always our goal, to free families
from the pervasive fear that one illness or one
injury might cost you everything that you dedi-
cated a lifetime to build. Our goal has always
been to declare that in this country the security
of health care is not a privilege for a fortunate

promise. And I intend to deliver on that
ise.

Thank you very much, everybody. Go
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:33 a.m
Rose Garden at the White House. The
script released by the Office of the Press
tary also included the remarks of Ms. Bak

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Mohammad N
Sharif of Pakistan
October 23, 2013

President Obama. It’s a great pleasure to
welcome Prime Minister Sharif to the Oval Of-
fice. He was reminding me that the last time
he visited here was quite some time ago, and
we’re glad to have him back after a historic
election that took place in Pakistan.

To see a peaceful transition from one demo-
cratically elected Government to another was
an enormous milestone for Pakistan and a tes-
timony to the Pakistani people’s desire for de-
mocracy. And so we are very glad to be able to
partner with the people of Pakistan and the
Pakistani Government on a whole range of is-
sues that are of common interest and common
concern to us.

We had an excellent conversation on a wide
range of issues. And at the outset, I empha-
sized that the United States considers Pakistan
to be a very important strategic partner. We
believe that if Pakistan is secure and peaceful
and prosperous, that’s not only good for Paki-
stan, it’s good for the region, and it’s good for
the world. And we want to do everything that
we can to help the Prime Minister as he moves
forward on a bold agenda to achieve that vi-
sion.

We spent a lot of time talking about the
economy. I know that the Prime Minister is
very deeply concerned about making sure that
the energy sector inside of Pakistan is function-
ing efficiently and that industry and jobs and
greater opportunity exist for all of the people
of Pakistan and all regions of Pakistan. And we

discussed how the United States could 
tially be helpful on energy projects, on
structure projects.

I applauded the Prime Minister for so
the reform steps that he’s already take
all of them are easy, but they promise 
Pakistan’s finances and economy on a
stable footing. And the Prime Minister e
sized how trade can be a powerful eng
growth as well. And we’re going to be e
ing ways that we can continue to deepen
between our two countries.

We talked about security and the co
that both of us have about senseless vio
terrorism, and extremism. And we agree
we need to continue to find constructiv
to partner together, ways that respect
stan’s sovereignty, that respect the conc
both countries.

And I’m optimistic that we can conti
make important strides in moving forwa
cause both the Pakistani people and the 
ican people have suffered terribly from 
ism in the past. More Pakistani civilian
been killed, obviously, from some of the
rorist attacks than anybody, and so I kno
the Prime Minister is very much commi
trying to reduce these incidents of ter
inside of Pakistan’s borders and the deg
which these activities may be exported to
countries.

It’s a challenge. It’s not easy, and w
committed to working together and m
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sure that rather than this being a source of ten-
sion between our two countries, that it can be a

taught me how to cook dal and keema and oth-
er very good Pakistani food. And it was a won-

recia-
ople.
 in the
 to the
States,
people
espite
tween

under-
at the
tween
eople,
ments’
 make

Thank
 excel-

 very
ur gra-
ccord-
gation.
cy and

 I just
ve ex-
n mat-
gional
nt the
ple of
nited

s have
in de-
terna-
 histo-
mmon
emoc-

, I ap-
ic and
ssed a
l coop-
during
of mu-
 best.
source of strength for us, working together in a
constructive and a respectful way.

We had an opportunity to discuss Afghani-
stan. Obviously, Pakistan is deeply interested
in how Afghanistan transitions as the United
States and other coalition forces end their
combat role next year and Afghanistan is fully
responsible for its own security. And I pledged
to fully brief the Prime Minister and his gov-
ernment as we make progress in not only Af-
ghan elections, but also a long-term strategy
for stability in the region.

And the Prime Minister and I both agreed
that it is in America and Pakistan’s interests for
Afghanistan to be stable and secure, its sover-
eignty respected. The Prime Minister has had
very good meetings with President Karzai, and
I know that President Karzai very much appre-
ciated many of the gestures that Prime Minis-
ter Sharif has made. And I’m confident that,
working together, we can achieve a goal that is
good for Afghanistan, but also helps to protect
Pakistan over the long term.

And we had an opportunity to discuss India,
and the Prime Minister had the opportunity to
meet with Indian Prime Minister Singh in New
York. I think he is taking a very wise path in ex-
ploring how decades of tension between India
and Pakistan can be reduced, because, as he
points out, billions of dollars have been spent
on an arms race in response to these tensions.
And those resources could be much more prof-
itably invested in education and social welfare
programs on both sides of the border between
India and Pakistan and would be good for the
entire subcontinent and good for the world.

And so I very much appreciate all of the
work that Prime Minister Sharif has already
done. He has great challenges ahead of him,
but he is somebody who, I think, understands
where Pakistan needs to go. And we want to be
fully supportive of continued success and con-
tinued democracy inside of Pakistan.

And I shared with him that I had the oppor-
tunity, back in 1980, when I was a very young
man, to visit Pakistan, because I had two Paki-
stani roommates in college and whose mothers

derful trip for me and created a great app
tion and a great love for the Pakistani pe

I know that Pakistani Americans here
United States are enormous contributors
growth and development of the United 
and so we have these strong people-to-
connections. And my hope is, is that—d
what inevitably will be some tensions be
our two countries and occasional mis
standings between our two countries—th
fundamental good will that is shared be
the Pakistani people and the American p
that that will be reflected in our govern
relationships and that we will continue to
progress in the coming years.

So, Mr. Prime Minister, welcome. 
you for an excellent conversation and an
lent visit.

Prime Minister Sharif. Thank you
much. Thank you, Mr. President, for yo
cious invitation and the warm welcome a
ed to me and members of my dele
Thank you for your support to democra
good wishes for the people of Pakistan.

Ladies and gentlemen of the press,
had a most cordial and comprehensi
change of views with President Obama o
ters of bilateral interest and issues of re
concern. I have conveyed to the Preside
warm and cordial greetings of the peo
Pakistan for the friendly people of the U
States of America.

Over the past 65 years, our two nation
traveled together as friends and allies 
fense of freedom and the pursuit of in
tional peace and security. Besides shared
ry, our two countries are bound by a co
commitment to the cherished values of d
racy.

In today’s meeting with the President
prised him of my government’s domest
foreign policy priorities. We also discu
common vision to build a robust bilatera
eration. A broad-based, stable, and en
partnership founded on the principles 
tual respect and mutual interest serve us
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At the domestic level, my government is fo-
cused on four key areas, and I have discussed

unwavering. As in the past, we will continue to
engage the United States of America in build-
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this with Mr. President: that is economy, ener-
gy, education, and combating extremism. We
both agreed that progress in these core areas is
indispensable for creating new opportunities
and building a hopeful future for our next gen-
eration.

Energy security is another high priority for
my government. I have conveyed our deep ap-
preciation to President Obama for the United
States support in this sector. Forging a strong,
great economic and investment partnership
with the United States is of paramount impor-
tance for us. In this regard, we have discussed
a number of ideas and look forward to further
discussions between our experts in the coming
weeks and months.

Pakistan and the United States have a strong
ongoing counterterrorism cooperation. We
have agreed to further strengthen this coopera-
tion. I also brought up the issue of drones in
our meeting, emphasizing the need for an end
to such strikes.

On the regional plane, I apprised President
Obama of my efforts to build a peaceful and
prosperous neighborhood. In particular, I
highlighted our recent initiatives with regard to
Afghanistan and India.

As regards Afghanistan, let there be no
doubt about our commitment for a peaceful
and stable Afghanistan. This resolve remains

ing a united, peaceful, and stable Afghan
I told President Obama about my s

commitment to build a cordial and coop
relationship with India and our effo
peacefully resolve all our outstanding 
including Kashmir. Terrorism constit
common threat. It is as much a concern
as it is for India. We need to allay our r
tive concerns through serious and sinc
forts, without indulging into any blame g
also assured the President that as a respo
nuclear state, Pakistan would continue
with maximum restraint and work to
strengthening strategic stability in South

Mr. President, I admire your statesma
your wisdom, and your commitment t
values of peace and stability around the 
I thank you once again and look forw
welcoming you and Mr. Obama—and
Obama in Pakistan. And keema and dal i
ing for you. [Laughter]

The President. Thank you very much,
body.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:16 p.m.
Oval Office at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to Muhammad H. Ch
and Wahid Hamid, who accompanie
President on a visit to Karachi, Pakis
1981.

Joint Statement by President Obama and Prime Minister Mohammad N
Sharif of Pakistan
October 23, 2013

At the invitation of President Obama, Prime
Minister Sharif paid an official visit to Wash-
ington from October 20 to 23, 2013, marking
the commitment of both Leaders to strengthen
U.S.-Pakistan relations and advance shared in-
terests in a stable, secure, and prosperous Pak-
istan and region.

President Obama and Prime Minister Sharif
held wide-ranging discussions at the White
House today about the importance of a U.S.-
Pakistan partnership built on a foundation of

mutual interest and respect. They ac
edged the substantial progress in the b
relationship over the last year and noted
silient nature. The President and the 
Minister affirmed U.S.-Pakistan friendsh
close cooperation and recalled our p
contributions to international peace and
rity at crucial junctures during the Col
and in the post-9/11 period. Reaffirmi
strong relationship between the two cou
they stressed that our enduring partner
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based on the principles of respect for sover-
eignty and territorial integrity. They expressed

bility, and Non-Proliferation; and 5) the De-
fense Consultative Group. 
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their conviction that an enduring U.S.-Pakistan
partnership is vital to regional and internation-
al security and recognized their shared interest
in Pakistan’s economic growth and develop-
ment, regional stability, and mutually deter-
mined measures to counter terrorism. Presi-
dent Obama conveyed appreciation for Paki-
stan’s internal and regional security challenges
and affirmed that a peaceful, prosperous, and
democratic Pakistan was an essential partner
for the United States in the advancement of
shared goals of peace, security, and socio-eco-
nomic development in South Asia.

Shared Democratic Values

President Obama congratulated Prime Min-
ister Sharif on being elected to office in the
historic May elections, observing that the
smooth democratic transition between two
elected governments was a milestone for the
democratic institutions in Pakistan. Affirming
that both the United States and Pakistan are
committed to democracy, human rights, free-
dom, and respect for international law, Presi-
dent Obama and Prime Minister Sharif dedi-
cated themselves to deepening and enhancing
the relationship between the peoples of the
United States and Pakistan.

An Enduring Partnership

Both leaders welcomed the resumption of
the U.S.-Pakistan Strategic Dialogue and reaf-
firmed its importance as the suitable frame-
work for guiding the bilateral relationship.
They emphasized that the dialogue should fo-
cus on people-centered initiatives and on re-
sults-oriented outcomes in support of the long-
term stability, prosperity, and security of both
the United States and Pakistan. They discussed
the forthcoming Ministerial-level Strategic Di-
alogue, which Secretary Kerry would be host-
ing in Washington by March 2014. They also
decided on the strategic priorities for the five
working groups including: 1) Law Enforce-
ment and Counterterrorism; 2) Economics and
Finance; 3) Energy; 4) Security, Strategic Sta-

The Leaders underscored the importa
further reinforcing the positive momen
the bilateral relationship by promoting p
to-people contacts, including parliament
changes. In this context, they also laud
valuable role played by the Pakistani Di
in the United States in bringing the two
tries together.

Economic Growth, Energy, and Social 
Cooperation

Prime Minister Sharif highlighted h
ernment’s efforts for economic growth, 
security, social development, and good 
nance. He thanked President Obama f
important contribution the United Stat
made in supporting Pakistan’s developm
forts, including through the Enhanced
nership with Pakistan Act of 2009. The
ers discussed the Prime Minister’s deep
mitment to increasing economic grow
Pakistan and to taking the steps neces
put Pakistan on a path of long-term eco
growth and stability. The President ga
assurance that the United States would s
ly support efforts to enlarge and stren
Pakistan’s economy, particularly in the 
sector, as this sector could play a critical 
ensuring the well-being and prosperity 
people of Pakistan.

President Obama reiterated U.S. s
for ongoing programs to strengthen Pak
economy and increased agricultural prod
ity. He also pledged continued support t
Pakistan address its energy shortfall, a k
cus of U.S. assistance to Pakistan. Notin
resolving Pakistan’s energy crisis is a top
ty for his government, Prime Minister 
expressed his commitment to expand 
generation capacity, promote the efficie
of energy resources, and better utilize
stan’s domestic natural gas, hydroelectr
renewable resources.

The Leaders emphasized that both
should work together on a range of opt
enable Pakistan to overcome its energ
ciencies and that both sides will hold f
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discussions in the working groups on Energy
and Security, Strategic Stability, and Non-Pro-

and expansion of small and medium size busi-
nesses in Pakistan.
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liferation. President Obama noted that U.S. as-
sistance in the energy sector has added over
1,000 megawatts of power to Pakistan’s nation-
al grid, helping over 16 million Pakistanis.
Prime Minister Sharif expressed appreciation
for U.S. assistance toward the construction and
rehabilitation of Gomal Zam, Satpara, Mangla,
and Tarbela dams and the modernization of
Guddu, Jamshoro, and Muzaffargarh power
plants, and the Leaders highlighted the recent
Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OP-
IC) loan for private sector wind development
in Sindh. Prime Minister Sharif also thanked
President Obama for U.S. support toward the
Diamer-Bhasha and Dasu dams, which are
critical to meeting Pakistan’s long-term energy
and water needs. He also welcomed the an-
nouncement of funding for the Kaitu Weir Hy-
droelectric and Irrigation Project, which will
increase Pakistan’s overall energy production,
expand the amount of irrigated land, and pro-
vide livelihood options for residents of North
Waziristan. The two Leaders looked forward to
the meeting of the Working Group on Energy
in November 2013, followed by a U.S.-orga-
nized Pakistani trade mission to Houston, Tex-
as, to meet with major U.S. energy companies.
In preparation for this working group, the two
Leaders instructed their teams to develop a
U.S. technical assistance program to support
the development of Pakistan’s domestic natu-
ral gas reserves.

President Obama also reaffirmed U.S. sup-
port in key areas such as economic growth, ag-
riculture, health, and education. The President
highlighted that the United States remains
Pakistan’s largest export market and one of the
largest sources of foreign direct investment in
Pakistan. The Prime Minister welcomed U.S.
support to private sector–led growth and job
creation in Pakistan, including through the
Pakistan Private Investment Initiative (PPII)
launched at the jointly sponsored Pakistan
Business Opportunities Conference in Dubai
in June 2013, which would make a matching
investment of $100 million in the development

Prime Minister Sharif highlighted hi
interest in expanding bilateral trade and 
ment, and the two Leaders reaffirmed
commitment to this end. The two L
pledged to continue this discussion th
the Strategic Dialogue process and note
the United States-Pakistan Trade and I
ment Framework Agreement (TIFA) is t
vehicle to promote U.S. investments in
stan. The President announced that U
States Trade Representative Michael F
would invite his counterpart to Washing
a TIFA Council meeting, at which these
could be discussed in greater depth. Th
Leaders directed their senior officials to
op a joint action plan to expand trade a
vestment flows between the United Stat
Pakistan over the next five years and exp
their intention to hold the third U.S.-P
Economic Opportunities Conference 
next year. Both leaders affirmed their co
ment to the multilateral trading system 
a successful 9th Ministerial Conference
World Trade Organization in Bali.

Expressing satisfaction at the implem
tion of the 2003 Agreement on Scienc
Technology Cooperation between the U
States and Pakistan and acknowledging 
nificance in promoting a decade of inte
cooperation between the two countrie
two Leaders decided to extend the agre
through 2018. They also discussed the 
tance of investing in Pakistan’s growing
population through high-quality edu
programs. President Obama reiterate
U.S. assistance for education in Pakist
built or rehabilitated over 600 schools, p
ed 12,000 university scholarships to Pa
students, trained more than 10,000 te
and school administrators, and provided
U.S.-funded scholarships under the pres
Fulbright program in Pakistan than any
else in the world. These investments he
pare Pakistan’s younger generation to en
job market and become leaders in their
try and communities, and the two Lead
pressed their shared intent to further pr
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educational and research opportunities for
Pakistani students, scholars, and researchers in

significance of effective border coordination
mechanisms between Pakistan and Afghani-
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U.S. institutions. President Obama also high-
lighted the announcement of the USAID
Reading Initiative, which is aimed at helping
over 3.2 million Pakistani school children learn
to read.

Defense Cooperation

Taking note of the robust bilateral defense
cooperation between their two countries—in-
cluding recent military engagements, exercis-
es, and consultations on regional security—
President Obama and Prime Minister Sharif
expressed satisfaction with the positive mo-
mentum achieved in defense relations and re-
affirmed that this partnership should continue
to grow and endure. The two Leaders noted
with satisfaction that the Ground Lines of
Communication (GLOCs) are facilitating the
movement of U.S. and International Security
Assistance Force (ISAF) cargo through Paki-
stan.

Prime Minister Sharif conveyed apprecia-
tion for U.S. security assistance in support of
Pakistan’s counterterrorism, counterinsurgen-
cy, counternarcotics, and maritime security op-
erations and expressed hope of broadening bi-
lateral defense cooperation in areas that serve
mutual interest. To bolster these efforts, the
United States plans to continue providing as-
sistance and support, including training and
equipment to Pakistan’s military and security
services. The two Leaders decided to strength-
en their cooperation, including in regional
maritime security. President Obama noted
Pakistan’s positive efforts to counter impro-
vised explosive devices (IEDs) and both lead-
ers resolved to continue working together to
disrupt the threat posed by these devices. Pres-
ident Obama commended the resolve of the
government and people of Pakistan, armed
forces, and law enforcement agencies to defeat
terrorists and praised Pakistan for its military
campaign. They shared their mutual conviction
that a stable and peaceful Pakistan-Afghanistan
border was important for the success of coun-
terterrorism, counterinsurgency, and counter-
IED efforts, and they underscored the critical

stan in achieving these objectives.

Counterterrorism

Both President Obama and Prime M
Sharif condemned terrorism in all its 
and manifestations. The Prime Minister 
his perspective on effective counterter
cooperation to achieve the mutual objec
defeating terrorism. President Obama th
Prime Minister Sharif for Pakistan’s eff
help defeat al-Qa’ida, and both Leade
pressed their deep appreciation for the
fices of military personnel and civilians
fight against terrorism and extremism. T
Leaders emphasized that no country’s te
should be used to destabilize its neig
Further, the Leaders noted that extr
and terrorism represent a common cha
for humanity and that the solution lies 
laboration and joint efforts by the intern
community.

Nonproliferation, Nuclear Security and 
gic Stability

President Obama and Prime Minister
emphasized that nuclear terrorism is one
most challenging threats to internationa
rity. President Obama appreciated Pak
constructive engagement with the Nucle
curity Summit process and its cooperatio
the International Atomic Energy Agen
other international forums, while ackno
ing Pakistan’s efforts to improve its st
trade controls and enhance its engag
with multilateral export regimes. L
ahead to the 2014 Nuclear Security Sum
the Hague, the two Leaders reaffirm
commitments of the 2012 Nuclear S
Summit in Seoul, strengthening nuclear
rity; reducing the threat of nuclear terr
preventing terrorists, criminals, or other
thorized actors from acquiring nuclear m
als; and working closely for the object
the Summit. They acknowledged the 
tance of regional balance and stability in
Asia and pursuing increased transparen
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uninterrupted dialogue in support of peaceful
resolutions of all outstanding issues. Prime

region. They welcomed the ongoing security
transition in Afghanistan and Afghan-led prep-
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Minister Sharif affirmed Pakistan’s support for
the universal objectives of non-proliferation
and disarmament. The two Leaders under-
scored that all sides should continuously act
with maximum restraint and work jointly to-
ward strengthening strategic stability in South
Asia. Prime Minister Sharif expressed Paki-
stan’s desire to join the multilateral export re-
gimes. President Obama reiterated his confi-
dence in Pakistan’s commitment and dedica-
tion to nuclear security and recognized that
Pakistan is fully engaged with the international
community on nuclear safety and security is-
sues.

Regional Cooperation

President Obama and Prime Minister Sharif
renewed their determination to promote
peace, stability, and transparency throughout
the region. They committed to work together
to combat international terrorism and extrem-
ism and to promote peace and prosperity.

The two leaders welcomed progress on the
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India
(TAPI) pipeline project, and tasked the Energy
Working Group to explore possible further
U.S. support for the Central Asia-South Asia
electricity line, CASA–1000, in close collabora-
tion with the World Bank. Prime Minister
Sharif expressed appreciation for the develop-
ment and rehabilitation by the U.S. govern-
ment of roads in Pakistan’s border areas, in-
cluding the four major transit routes between
Afghanistan and Pakistan. Both sides empha-
sized the need to maintain and enhance the
GLOCs’ relevant infrastructure, and Prime
Minister Sharif welcomed the recently signed
agreement between Pakistan’s National High-
way Authority and USAID to rehabilitate 247
kilometers of the Kalat-Chaman road, which
will help pave the way for regional trade by
linking Kandahar to Quetta and to the port of
Karachi.

The President and Prime Minister reaf-
firmed that a peaceful, stable, independent,
and united Afghanistan is in the interest of the

arations for next April’s presidential ele
The two Leaders recognized the imp
role of countries in the region in supp
Afghanistan’s progress toward stabilit
prosperity and stressed that continued e
ment by the international community 
ghanistan’s economic and social develo
and reconstruction would be essential 
suring the long-term security and prospe
the Afghan people. Prime Minister Sha
underlined that the support of the intern
al community in the repatriation of Afgh
ugees from Pakistan and their reintegra
Afghanistan was of critical importance to
stan. The two Leaders emphasized the
port for a policy of non-interference in A
istan.

The Leaders affirmed their commitm
the Afghan-led and Afghan-owned pea
reconciliation process as the surest way 
violence and bring lasting stability to Af
stan and the region. Acknowledging Pak
efforts to support an inclusive reconc
process in which Afghans determine the
of their country, both Leaders called 
Taliban to join the political process and
into dialogue with the Afghan governme

The two Leaders stressed that improv
in Pakistan-India bilateral relations 
greatly enhance prospects for lasting re
peace, stability, and prosperity, as it wou
nificantly benefit the lives of citizens o
sides of the border. In this context, Pre
Obama welcomed recent engagemen
tween Prime Minister Sharif and Prime 
ter Singh and expressed hope that this 
mark the beginning of a sustained di
process between the two neighbors, aim
building lasting peace in South Asia and 
ing all outstanding territorial and othe
putes through peaceful means. Pre
Obama welcomed steps taken by Pakist
India to improve their economic relatio
cluding by exploring electricity and gas 
agreements, developing a reciprocal v
gime, and expanding bilateral trade. 
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Conclusion during relationship between the United States
and Pakistan that should serve as a foundation
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President Obama thanked the Prime Minis-
ter for visiting the United States, and both
Leaders committed themselves to remaining in
close contact and to continuing their efforts to
build a strong, broad-based, long-term, and en-

for the stability and prosperity of the 
and around the globe. 

NOTE: An original was not available for
cation of the content of this joint stateme

Statement on the 30th Anniversary of the Terrorist Attack on the U
States Marine Barracks in Beirut, Lebanon
October 23, 2013

Thirty years ago today, 220 marines, 18 sail-
ors, and 3 soldiers lost their lives to a Hizballah
suicide bomber who attacked the Marine bar-
racks in Beirut, Lebanon. Minutes later, 58
French paratroopers lost their lives when a
second Hizballah suicide bomber attacked the
French barracks. This despicable act of terror-
ism was the deadliest single day death toll for
the U.S. Marine Corps since the World War II
Battle of Iwo Jima.

Our marines and their fellow servicemem-
bers were serving in Beirut as part of a multi-
national force during the Lebanese civil war to
help bring stability to a troubled region and to
defend our strategic interests in the Middle
East. They came in peace.

Our 241 servicemembers will be remem-
bered in ceremonies at Camp Lejeune in
North Carolina, at the U.S. Embassy in Leba-
non, and in homes around the United States.
We join with the families and their loved ones
in paying tribute to the fallen and in sharing
our deep appreciation for the ultimate sacrifice

made in service to our Nation. We also
the courage and bravery of those warrio
survived the attack and spent days d
their brothers out of the rubble. They
faithful to their comrades in arms and 
with honor and distinction in the finest
tion of the U.S. military.

The proud history of the U.S. militar
tinues today as our servicemembers ris
lives around the world to promote fr
and security and to deter terrorism. W
grateful for their sacrifices and honor
their commitment to defending our N
our citizens, and our values.

We also renew our commitment to p
ing Lebanon’s stability, sovereignty, and
pendence and to our partnership with th
anese Armed Forces. We continue to s
the Lebanese people as they seek to f
government that reflects their aspiratio
that will strengthen Lebanon’s ability 
fend its national interests and meet its in
tional obligations.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emerg
With Respect to the Situation in or in Relation to the Democratic Rep
of the Congo
October 23, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary

date of its declaration, the President pu
in the Federal Register and transmits 
Congress a notice stating that the emerg
to continue in effect beyond the anniv
date. In accordance with this provision, 
sent to the Federal Register for publicati
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enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to the situation in or in rela-

it is necessary to continue the national emer-
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tion to the Democratic Republic of the Congo
declared in Executive Order 13413 of October
27, 2006, is to continue in effect beyond Octo-
ber 27, 2013.

The situation in or in relation to the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo, which has been
marked by widespread violence and atrocities
that continue to threaten regional stability,
continues to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the foreign policy of the United
States. For this reason, I have determined that

respect to the situation in or in relation
Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Sincerely,

BARACK OB

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jo
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Repre
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendi
the end of this volume.

Remarks on Immigration Reform
October 24, 2013

The President. Thank you very much. Well,
please have a seat, everybody. Good morning,
and welcome to the White House. Today I’m
here with leaders from business, from labor,
from faith communities who are united around
one goal: finishing the job of fixing a broken
immigration system.

This is not just an idea whose time has
come, this is an idea whose time has been
around for years now. Leaders like all of you
have worked together with Republicans and
Democrats in this town in good faith for years
to try to get this done. And this is the moment
when we should be able to finally get the job
done.

Now, it’s no secret that the American people
haven’t seen much out of Washington that they
like these days. The shutdown and the threat of
the first default in more than 200 years inflict-
ed real pain on our businesses and on families
across the country. And it was a completely un-
necessary, self-inflicted wound, with real costs
to real people, and it can never happen again.

But even with the shutdown over and the
threat of default eliminated, Democrats and
Republicans still have some really big disagree-
ments; there are some just fundamentally dif-
ferent views about how we should move for-
ward on certain issues. On the other hand, as I
said the day after the shutdown ended, that’s
no reason that we shouldn’t be able to work to-
gether on the things that we do agree on.

We should be able to work together o
sponsible budget that invests in the thin
we need to grow our economy and crea
even while we maintain fiscal disciplin
should be able to pass a farm bill that he
ral communities grow and protects vuln
Americans in hard times.

And we should pass immigration r
[Applause] We should pass immigrati
form. It’s good for our economy. It’s go
our national security. It’s good for our p
And we should do it this year.

Everybody knows that our current im
tion system is broken. Across the politica
trum, people understand that. We’ve kn
for years. It’s not smart to invite some 
brightest minds from around the wo
study here and then not let them star
nesses here; we send them back to their
countries to start businesses and creat
and invent new products someplace else

It’s not fair to businesses and middl
families who play by the rules when we
companies that are trying to undercut th
work in the shadow economy, to hire f
lower wages or no benefits, no overtim
that somehow they get a competitive
from breaking the rules. That doesn’t
sense.

It doesn’t make sense to have 11 m
people who are in this country illegally w
any incentive or any way for them to com
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of the shadows, get right with the law, meet
their responsibilities, and permit their families

Now, obviously, just because something is
smart and fair and good for the economy and
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then to move ahead. It’s not smart. It’s not fair.
It doesn’t make sense. We have kicked this
particular can down the road for too long.

Now, the good news is, this year, the Senate
has already passed an immigration reform bill
by a wide, bipartisan majority that addressed
all of these issues. It’s a bill that would contin-
ue to strengthen our borders. It would level
the playing field by holding unscrupulous em-
ployers accountable if they knowingly hire un-
documented workers.

It would modernize our legal immigration
system so that even as we train American work-
ers for the jobs of the future, we’re also attract-
ing highly skilled entrepreneurs from beyond
our borders to join with us to create jobs here
in the United States.

It would make sure that everybody plays by
the same rules by providing a pathway to
earned citizenship for those who are here ille-
gally: one that includes passing a background
check, learning English, paying taxes, paying a
penalty, getting in line behind everyone who is
trying to come here the right way.

So it had all the component parts. It didn’t
have everything that I wanted, it didn’t have
anything—everything that anybody wanted,
but it addressed the core challenges of how we
create a immigration system that is fair, that’s
just, that is true to our traditions as a nation of
laws and a nation of immigrants. And that’s
passed the Senate by a bipartisan majority.

So here’s what we also know: that the bill
would grow the economy and shrink our defi-
cits. Independent economists have shown that
if the Senate bill became law, over the next two
decades, our economy would grow by $1.4 tril-
lion more than it would if we don’t pass the
law. It would reduce our deficits by nearly a
trillion dollars.

So this isn’t just the right thing to do, it’s the
smart thing to do. Securing our borders, mod-
ernizing our legal immigration system, provid-
ing a pathway to earned, legalized citizenship,
growing our economy, strengthening our mid-
dle class, reducing our deficits—that’s what
commonsense immigration reform will do.

fiscally responsible and supported by bu
and labor—[laughter]—and the evan
community and many Democrats and
Republicans, that does not mean that it w
tually get done. [Laughter] This is Washi
after all.

So everything tends to be viewed thr
political prism, and everybody has been
ing at the politics of this. And I know tha
are some folks in this town who are prim
think, “Well, if Obama is for it, the
against it.” But I’d remind everybody th
Republican predecessor was also for it
he proposed reforms like this almost a d
ago, and I joined with 23 Senate Repu
back then to support that reform. I’d r
you that this reform won more than a 
Republican votes in the Senate in June.

I’m not running for office again. I ju
lieve this is the right thing to do. [Appl
just believe this is the right thing to do.
also believe that good policy is good pol
this instance. And if folks are really tha
sumed with the politics of fixing our b
immigration system, they should look—
closer look at the polls, because the Am
people support this. It’s not something th
ject; they support it. Everybody wins her
work together to get this done. In f
there’s a good reason not to pass this com
sense reform, I haven’t heard it.

So anyone still standing in the way of t
partisan reform should at least have to e
why. A clear majority of the American 
think it’s the right thing to do.

Now, how do we move forward? D
crats—Democratic leaders have introd
bill in the House that is similar to the b
san Senate bill. So now it’s up to Repu
in the House to decide whether refor
comes a reality or not.

I do know—and this is good news
many of them agree that we need to 
broken immigration system across these
that we’ve just discussed. And what I’ve 
them, and I’ll repeat today, is if House R
licans have new and different, additiona
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for how we should move forward, then we
want to hear them. I’ll be listening. I know that

comes to this issue. And I want to tell you,
you’ve got to keep it up. Keep putting the pres-
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Democrats and Republicans in the Senate,
those who voted for immigration reform al-
ready, are eager to hear those additional ideas.
But what we can’t do is just sweep the problem
under the rug one more time, leave it for
somebody else to solve sometime in the future.

Rather than create problems, let’s prove to
the American people that Washington can ac-
tually solve some problems. This reform comes
as close to anything we’ve got to a law that will
benefit everybody now and far into the future.
So let’s see if we can get this done. And let’s
see if we can get it done this year.

Now, the—we’ve got the time to do it. Re-
publicans in the House, including the Speaker,
have said we should act. So let’s not wait. It
doesn’t get easier to just put it off. Let’s do it
now. Let’s not delay. Let’s get this done, and
let’s do it in a bipartisan fashion.

To those of you who are here today, I want
to just say one last thing, and that is, thank you.
I want to thank you for your persistence. I want
to thank you for your activism. I want to thank
you for your passion and your heart when it

sure on all of us to get this done. There a
ing to be moments—and there are alwa
ments like this in big efforts at reform—
you meet resistance and the press will d
something dead, it’s not going to happe
that can be overcome.

And I have to say, Joe, as I look out 
room, these don’t look like people who a
ily deterred. [Laughter]

Vice President Joe Biden. No, I don’
so.

The President. They don’t look like
who are going to give up. You look fired
make the next push. And whether you’re
publican or a Democrat or an Indepen
want you to keep working—and I’m go
be right next to you—to make sure we g
migration reform done. It is time. Let’s 
it done.

Thank you very much, everybody. All 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:47 a
the East Room at the White House. 

Remarks at Pathways in Technology Early College High School in New
City
October 25, 2013

The President. Hello, Brooklyn! How you
doing?

Audience members. Good!
The President. Well, it is good to be back in

Brooklyn. Good to be in New York City. And it
is good to see some friends who stick up for
students and teachers and education every day.
We’ve got your Governor; Andrew Cuomo is in
the house. Give him a big round of applause.
We’ve got your Senator, Chuck Schumer. Out-
standing Secretary of Education, Arne Dun-
can. We’ve got a—your outstanding congres-
sional delegation is here. Give them a big
round of applause. We’ve got your Public Ad-
vocate and my friend, Bill de Blasio is here.
We’ve got the outstanding leader of one of
America’s iconic companies, IBM CEO Ginni

Rometty. And I want to give a special 
out to a man who’s been an extraordinar
or for this city; he’s been a leader throu
the country for the past 12 years. Mr. M
Bloomberg is here.

And I want to thank your principal h
P–TECH, Rashid Davis, who, I am pret
fident, is the coolest looking principal in 
ica. [Laughter] I mean, there just are n
many principals with dreadlocks and 
kicks. There aren’t that many of them. I
there may be some, but there aren’t that
[Laughter]

And I had a wonderful time visiting w
of your teachers, Ms. Seiluffah—Seifulla
fullah? Ms. Seifullah. She was outstandin
welcomed me into her classroom. She s
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me around. I want to thank all of you for letting
me spend some time here. In return, you got

I want to—I want us to do everything we
can to give every single young person the same
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out of class a little early on Friday, which I
know always gets a little applause, although, in
this school maybe not, because you guys are
enjoying learning so much. [Applause] That’s
worth applauding, that you’re enjoying learn-
ing so much.

Now, part of the reason I’m glad to be here
is because I used to live in Brooklyn, and I ac-
tually landed Marine One in Prospect Park; I
used to live across the street from Prospect
Park and—[applause]. But mainly, I’m here
because I wanted to talk—I wanted to come
here ever since I talked about you in my State
of the Union Address this year because what’s
going on here at P–TECH is outstanding, and
I’m excited to see it for myself.

I know Brooklyn in general is blowing up
right now. It—when I was living here, Brook-
lyn was cool, but not this cool. [Laughter] Bar-
clays Center hadn’t been built yet. I know the
Nets just picked up Paul Pierce and Kevin
Garnett offseason, which is a lesson to all the
young people: Old people can still play.
[Laughter] We’ve still got some gas in the tank.

But this whole borough is where generations
of hopeful, striving immigrants came in search
of opportunity: a chance to build better lives
for themselves and for their kids. And that’s
been true for decades. And I’m here today to
talk about what we need to do as a country to
build the same kind of opportunity for your
generation, for the next generation, and for
your kids and for future immigrants.

This country should be doing everything in
our power to give more kids the chance to go
to schools just like this one. We should be do-
ing everything we can to put college within the
reach of more young people. We should be do-
ing everything we can to keep your streets safe
and protect you from gun violence. We should
be doing everything we can to keep families
from falling into poverty and build more lad-
ders of opportunity to help people who are
willing to work hard climb out of poverty. We
should be doing everything we can to welcome
new generations of hopeful, striving immi-
grants.

kind of opportunity that this country ga
and gave Chuck and gave Governor C
and gave Mayor Bloomberg and gave
principal. That’s what I’m focused on.

Yes, by the way, if you have chairs, go
and sit down. [Laughter] If you don’
chairs, then don’t sit down because you
[Laughter] I didn’t realize everybod
chairs there. I would have told you to si
earlier. [Laughter]

So that’s what we can achieve togeth
possible. We know we can do it. P–TE
proof of what can be accomplished, but
got to have the courage to do it. The Am
people work hard, and they try to do rig
in and day out. And that resilience an
toughness helped to turn our economy a
after one of the hardest periods that we’v
faced as a country. But what we also n
some political courage in Washingto
don’t always see that.

Right now we need to all pull togeth
need to work together to grow the eco
not shrink it; to create good jobs, not eli
jobs. We’ve got to finish building a new
dation for shared and lasting prosperity 
everybody who works hard, everybod
studies hard at a school like this one or s
all across the country have a chance 
ahead. That’s what we need to do. That
I’m focused on.

And that all begins with the educatio
we give young people. Because all of y
growing up in changing times, especia
the economy. The world you’re growing
is different than the one that previous g
tions here in Brooklyn knew and here—
across the country knew.

In the old days, a young person, they
have just followed their parents’ footste
gotten a job in their parents’ line of work
that job for 30, 40 years. If you were wil
work hard, you didn’t necessarily need 
education. If you’d just gone to high 
you might get a job at a factory or in th
ment district. Or you might be able to ju
job that allowed you to earn your wages
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pace with people who had a chance to go to
college. But those days are over, and those

leads to a good job. And most important, you’ll
graduate with a high school diploma and an as-
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days are not coming back.
We live in a 21st-century global economy.

And in a global economy, jobs can go any-
where. Companies, they’re looking for the best
educated people, wherever they live, and
they’ll reward them with good jobs and good
pay. And if you don’t have a well-educated
workforce, you’re going to be left behind. If
you don’t have a good education, then it is go-
ing to be hard for you to find a job that pays a
living wage.

And by the way, other countries know this.
In previous generations, America’s standing
economically was so much higher than every-
body else’s that we didn’t have a lot of compe-
tition. Now you’ve got billions of people from
Beijing to Bangalore to Moscow, all of whom
are competing with you directly. And they’re—
those countries are working every day to oute-
ducate and outcompete us.

And every year brings more research show-
ing them pulling ahead, especially in some of
the subject matter that this school specializes
in: math and science and technology. So we’ve
got a choice to make. We can just kind of shrug
our shoulders and settle for something less, or
we can do what America has always done,
which is adapt. We pull together, we up our
game, we hustle, we fight back, we work hard,
and we win.

We have to educate our young people—ev-
ery single person here, but also all the young
people all across Brooklyn, all across New York
City, all across New York State, and all across
this country—so that you’re ready for this glob-
al economy. And schools like P–TECH will
help us do that.

Here at P–TECH, you’ve got folks from
IBM, City Tech, City University of New York,
City Department of Education; everybody is
pulling together to make sure a high school ed-
ucation puts young people on a path to a good
job. So you guys have opportunities here that
you don’t find in most high schools yet. You
can take college-level courses in math and sci-
ence. You can work with mentors from IBM so
you’re learning specific skills that you know

sociate’s degree in computer systems o
tromechanical engineering. And that 
you’ll be in demand. Companies will w
hire you. IBM has even said that P–
graduates will be first in line when you
for jobs once you graduate.

And at a moment when the cost of 
education’s—keeps going up—and Arne
are working hard to make sure that we’re
everything we can to reduce the burden
dent loans on young people—here’s how
2 years of college will cost P–TECH st
and their families: Zero. Nothing. [App
Nothing. I noticed some of the parent
the first to clap. They’re all, like, 
[Laughter] They like that. 

But that’s a huge burden. I mean,
thousands of dollars that you’re savin
that means when you start working, you
ing to have that much less of a burden in
of debt, which means you can afford to
house sooner, you can afford to start you
ness sooner. Radcliffe was saying ho
thinking about starting his own busines
that kind of attitude is a lot easier when
not burdened with a lot of student loans

So this is a ticket into the middle cla
it’s available to everybody who’s willing t
for it. And that’s the way it should be. 
what public education is supposed to d
the great thing is that what started small
growing. So Governor Cuomo, he’s open
P–TECH model schools in districts throu
the State—[applause]—throughout the
So all those schools together, they’re go
prepare more than 6,000 high school st
for good, high-skilled jobs.

Back in my hometown of Chicago, 
Rahm Emanuel is opening up schools li
one. He’s opening up a school, for ex
called Sarah E. Goode STEM Aca
And—you’ve got a little Chicago person
[Applause] Yes, there you go. [Lau
Across the country, companies like V
and Microsoft and ConEd and Cisco, th
what IBM was doing, and they said, well
a good idea, we can do this too. So 
230-207_Text_.pdf   408 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Oct. 25

1181

working with educators and States to replicate
what you’re already doing here. And you guys

vide pathways of excellence for teachers so that
they’re treated like the professionals that they
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should feel good about that. You’re starting
something all across the country.

So as a country, we should all want what all
of you are receiving right now, the same
chance for a great education. Here’s what I
think we should do as a country to make sure
they’ve got the same opportunities you do.
First of all, we’ve got to give every child an ear-
lier start at success by making high-quality pre-
school available to every 4-year-old in America.

We should give every student access to the
world’s information. When I went into the
classroom today, young people were working
off computers, and the problem is, a lot of
places, even if they’ve got computers, they’re
not hooked up to wireless. So what we’re doing
is having the Federal agencies moving forward
on a plan to connect 99 percent of America’s
students to high-speed Internet within 5 years.
We were already moving on that front.

We need to bring down the cost of college
and give more young people the chance to go
to college. So a couple of months ago, I put
forward an ambitious new plan to do that, to
reduce the cost of college.

We need to redesign more of our high
schools so that they teach young people the
skills required for a high-tech economy. So I’ve
been meeting with business leaders and inno-
vative educators to spread the best ideas. 

And I also want to congratulate Governor
Cuomo and all of you in New York for having
the courage to raise your standards for teaching
and learning to make sure that more students
graduate from high school ready for college and
a career. It’s not easy, but it’s the right thing to
do. It’s going to prepare more young people for
today’s economy. We should stay at it.

And here’s one more thing we should do,
and that is just remember, none of this works
unless we’ve got outstanding teachers, which
means we’ve got to make sure that we’re fund-
ing education so that teachers have the support
that they need so that they can support their
own families so that they’re not having to dig
into their pockets for school supplies. And
we’ve got to show them the respect and pro-

are. It is a hard job, and we’ve got to mak
we’re investing in them.

Now, some of these ideas I’ve laid o
fore; some of them I’m just going ahea
doing on my own. Some of them do r
Congress to do something. [Laughter] A
way we can start is by Congress passing 
get that reflects our need to invest in our
people. I know that budgets aren’t the m
teresting topic for a Friday afternoon, ev
school where young people like math. A
the way, I just sat in on a lesson calle
world math, which got me thinking w
it’s too late to send Congress here—[
ter]—for a remedial course. 

But a budget is important, because 
budget does is, it sets our priorities. It t
what we think is important, what our pr
are. And the stakes for our middle class
not be higher. If we don’t set the right 
ties now, then many of you will be pu
competitive disadvantage compared to
countries. If you think education is exp
wait until you see how much ignorance
So we’ve got to invest.

So we need a budget that is responsib
is fiscally prudent, but a budget that cut
we don’t need, closes wasteful tax loo
that don’t create jobs, freeing up resou
invest in the things that actually do h
grow: things like education and scienti
search, and infrastructure, roads, bridge
ports. This should not be an ideologica
cise. We should use some common sense

What’s going to help us grow, what’s
to create jobs, what is going to expand ou
dle class, what’s going to give more opp
ty to young people—those are the thin
should be putting money into. That’s w
need to do.

And we’ve got enough resources to d
we stop spending on things that don’t wo
don’t make sense, or if we make sure tha
ple aren’t wiggling out of their taxes th
these corporate loopholes that only a fe
ple at the very top can take advantage of
just do everything in a fair, commonsens
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we’ve got the resources to be fiscally responsi-
ble and invest in our future.

on in the streets of Crown Heights some-
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And this obsession with cutting just for the
sake of cutting hasn’t helped our economy
grow, it’s held it back. It won’t help us build a
better society for your generation. And by the
way, it’s important to remember—for those
who are following the news—our deficits are
getting smaller. They’ve been cut in half since
I took office. All right? So that gives us room to
fix longer term debt problems without sticking
it to your generation. We don’t have to choose
between growth and fiscal responsibility; we’ve
got to do both. And the question can’t just be
how much more we can cut, it’s got to be how
many more schools like P–TECH we can cre-
ate. That should be our priority.

And after the manufactured crisis that Con-
gress—actually, a small group in the House of
Representatives just put us through, shutting
down the Government and threatening to po-
tentially default on our debt—I don’t want to
hear the same old stuff about how America
can’t afford to invest in the things that have al-
ways made us strong. Don’t tell me we can af-
ford to shut down the Government, which cost
our economy billions of dollars, but we can’t
afford to invest in our education systems. Be-
cause there’s nothing more important than
this.

In fact, what I’d like to do is have every
Member of Congress—maybe Chuck can ar-
range, and the congressional delegation can ar-
range, some tours for some of their colleagues.
Come here. Come to Brooklyn. Meet some of
these young people. They ought to meet some
of the young people here.

Meet somebody like Leslieanne John, young
woman who sang the national anthem this af-
ternoon. Leslieanne is in the 11th grade, she’s
already taken eight college classes, which is
about as many as I took when I was in college.
[Laughter] She knows she has a great opportu-
nity here; she’s working hard to make the most
of it. Eventually, she plans to become a lawyer.

And Leslieanne is clear eyed about the chal-
lenges that the students here face. She put it in
a way that a lot of people can relate to; she
said, “We see a whole bunch of craziness going

that being here at P–TECH taught her
thing important: “There’s more for us th
the streets.” And she said that “At the 
the day, we’ve got to make something o
selves.” And that’s important, that’s impo

It’s not just what the government or
can do for you, it’s also what you can 
yourselves. And that sense of respons
that sense that you set the bar high for
self, that’s what America is all about. 
been the history of New York: people w
hard, but also working together to mak
that everybody has got a fair shot; to mak
you don’t have to be born wealthy, you
have to be born famous; that if you’ve go
drive and some energy, then you can g
school that teaches you what you ne
know. You can go to college even if you
have a lot of money. You can start you
business even if you didn’t inherit a busi

Making something of ourselves, that’
we do in this country. That’s a message
sending to Washington. No more gam
more gridlock, no more gutting the thin
help America grow and give people the t
make something of themselves. That’s
this is about. That’s what P–TECH repr
that’s what Brooklyn represents.

And as long as I have the privilege
your President, I’m going to keep figh
make sure that no matter who you are, 
you come from, what you look like, this
try will always be a place where you can
it if you try.

So thank you, Brooklyn. God bless yo
bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:55 p.m.
remarks, he referred to Jamillah Se
teacher, Pathways in Technology Early C
High School; Paul Pierce, strong forwar
Kevin Garnett, power forward, Nationa
ketball Association’s Brooklyn Nets; and
cliffe Saddler, student, Pathways in Tec
gy Early College High School, who intro
the President.
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Remarks at a Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee Fundraiser
in New York City
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October 25, 2013

Good to see you. Thank you, everybody,
thank you! Everybody, have a seat. Have a seat,
have a seat. It is wonderful to be here. Thank
you so much to all of you, not just for what
you’re doing now for the Democratic Party,
but what so many of you have done in the past.

There are a couple of people I want to ac-
knowledge. Obviously, first of all, Dennis and
Karen, thank you so much for your incredible
hospitality. To Ken and Kathryn, thank you so
much for everything that you do as well. Our
outstanding leader in the House of Represen-
tatives and inductee into the Women’s Hall of
Fame, Nancy Pelosi. Steve Israel, for the
thankless, but critical job that he has done,
thank you. And then three outstanding mem-
bers of the delegation—Nita Lowey, Tim Bish-
op, and Paul Tonko—thank you, guys, for the
great work that you guys do.

I want to spend most of my time just an-
swering questions and having a good conversa-
tion with you. But today I had this wonderful
visit in the afternoon—some of you may have
seen—I went over to P–TECH, a high school
collaboration with not only the New York pub-
lic school system, but also with IBM and the
city colleges and the CUNY system. And the
concept is that we can get young people en-
gaged in STEM education—science, technolo-
gy, engineering, math—and create a pathway
for them so that they enter in ninth grade and
they can go through, effectively, grade 14, and
by the time they finish, not only have they
completed their high school degree, they’ve
completed an associate’s degree. And IBM has
basically designed the curriculum in such a
way where these young people are at the front
of the line in applying for jobs with IBM.

And there are mentorship programs, and
these young people—I had a chance to spend
time in the classroom, and they were incredi-
ble. And they were doing projects, and they
were working on computers, and they had a
peer teaching system. And I asked them if they
could help me help Malia with some math

homework because—[laughter]—I don’
if some of you have experienced this, 
you get to the point where your childr
you for help and you suddenly realize yo
no idea what’s going on. [Laughter]

And the enthusiasm and the sense of
bility that these young people expressed
you incredibly optimistic about the co
And that’s what we should be thinking
every single day. That’s what Wash
should be about every single day. B
there are young people like that all acro
country where, when you meet them, 
optimistic. Regardless of the news, reg
of the blogs, when you see what’s hap
on the ground, it reminds you of why thi
greatest country on Earth.

Now, that spirit obviously hasn’t alway
reflected in Washington, and we just
through an episode that expressed Wa
ton’s dysfunctions in ways that we haven
in quite some time. I don’t have to com
on it too much. I think everybody saw h
structive it was. But it was a symptom of
er challenge that we have, and that’s th
often, our politics have become detache
the day-to-day lives of ordinary people an
ology ends up overcoming common sens
folks are more determined to beat the
side than they are to actually deliver f
people who sent them there. And that
the stakes for next year are high, and tha
the commitment that all of you have exp
by being here tonight is so important.

If you scan this room and you talk to p
my suspicion is there are a wide range o
on a lot of issues: on social issues, on eco
issues. We’re not uniform. And one 
great things about the Democratic Party
ways been that there is a lot of room f
sent. It’s not always pleasant for me and
cy, but it’s healthy, because our basic pr
is, how do we get at the right answer, h
we figure out a problem in front of u
make sure that in everything we do,
230-207_Text_.pdf   411 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Oct. 25 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

keeping uppermost in our minds providing op-
portunity and growing the economy and creat-

reflect our priorities. And if we’re not investing
in places like P–TECH, if we’re not investing
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ing jobs and building a middle class. And we
don’t assume that we have a monopoly on wis-
dom, and so we want that debate and that dis-
cussion.

So not everybody here agrees on everything,
but we agree on the vision of what this country
should be, that it is one in which opportunity
and prosperity should be broad based. We be-
lieve that every child should have a chance, re-
gardless of what they look like, where they
come from, what their last name is. We believe
in treating everybody fairly, regardless of what
they look like or who they love or what God
they worship. And we believe that government
has a role to play. And part of what the debate
and the battle has been about over the last sev-
eral years—what role do we have as a country,
collectively, to create the platform and the
tools for people to succeed.

So the shutdown was about more than just
health care. It was about sort of a contrast in vi-
sions about what our obligations are to each
other as fellow citizens. And we’ve got the bet-
ter side of that argument, one that’s truer to
our history. But we’re going to have to contin-
ue to push. We’re going to have to continue to
fight.

As we close out the new year, we still have a
chance to get immigration reform done and a
chance to affirm that we’re a nation of laws and
a nation of immigrants. As we come to the end
of the year, we still have a chance to do some-
thing like the farm bill that is important for ru-
ral America, but is also important for making
sure that kids don’t go hungry in this country
and we’ve got a budget that is going to have to

in science and technology, if we’re not m
sure that we’re rebuilding our roads an
bridges and our airports—if we’re not
those things, then we’re not true to the
that allowed a lot of us to be in a room li
even though we weren’t born into a roo
this.

So the stakes are high. And the one
I’m absolutely confident about is that
work hard, that we can make a case 
American people and we can win. B
what we care about—and what was exp
in that school that I was in today—is wh
country is all about. And what I also kno
that when Nancy Pelosi is Speaker 
House of Representatives, she acts on be
that vision, even when it’s hard and even
it’s inconvenient and even when it run
trary to the politics and the polls. I’ve 
before, and I’ll see it again. But I’ll only b
to see it because of all of you.

So thank you so much, everybody. Ap
ate it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:38 p.m.
residence of Dennis and Karen Mehiel.
remarks, he referred to Kenneth I. Ch
chairman and chief executive officer, Am
Express Co., and his wife Kathryn; and
Steven J. Israel, in his capacity as chairm
the Democratic Congressional Cam
Committee. He also referred to Pathw
Technology Early College High 
(P–TECH) in New York City. Audio w
available for verification of the content o
remarks.

The President’s Weekly Address
October 26, 2013

Hi, everybody. A few weeks ago, we launched
an important new part of the Affordable Care
Act. It’s called the marketplace. And for Ameri-
cans without health insurance and Americans
who buy insurance on their own because they
can’t get it at work, it’s a very big deal.

If you’re one of those people, the Affo
Care Act makes you part of a big grou
for the first time. The marketplace is 
you can apply and shop for affordabl
health insurance choices. It gathers in
under one system to compete for you
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ness. And that choice and competition have ac-
tually helped bring prices down.

down the Government and threatened default
over it.
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Ultimately, the easiest way to buy insurance
in this marketplace will be a new website,
healthcare.gov. But as you may have heard, the
site isn’t working the way it’s supposed to yet.
It’s frustrating for all of us who have worked so
hard to make sure everyone who needs it gets
health care. And it’s especially frustrating for
the Americans who have been trying to get
covered. The site has been visited more than
20 million times so far. Nearly 700,000 people
have applied for coverage already. And that
proves just how much demand there is for
these new, quality, affordable health care
choices. And that’s why, in the coming weeks,
we are going to get it working as smoothly as
it’s supposed to. We’ve got people working
overtime, 24/7, to boost capacity and address
these problems, every single day.

But even as we improve the website, re-
member that the website isn’t the only way to
apply for coverage under these new plans.
We’ve updated healthcare.gov to offer more
information about enrolling over the phone, by
mail, or in person with a specially trained navi-
gator who can help answer your questions. Just
call 1–800–318–2596 or visit localhelp.health-
care.gov. And don’t worry: These plans will not
sell out. We’re only a few weeks into a 6-month
open enrollment period, and everyone who
wants insurance through the marketplace will
get it.

Now, some people have poked fun at me
this week for sounding like an insurance sales-
man. And that’s okay. I’d still be out there
championing this law even if the website were
perfect. I’ll never stop fighting to help more
hard-working Americans know the economic
security of health care. That’s something we
should all want.

That’s why it’s also interesting to see Repub-
licans in Congress expressing so much concern
that people are having trouble buying health
insurance through the new website, especially
considering they’ve spent the last few years so
obsessed with denying those same people ac-
cess to health insurance that they just shut

As I’ve said many times before, I’m 
to work with anyone, on any idea, who’s 
ly willing to make this law perform bette
it’s well past the time for folks to stop r
for its failure, because hard-working, m
class families are rooting for its success.

The Affordable Care Act gives peop
have been stuck with sky-high premium
cause of preexisting conditions the cha
get affordable insurance for the first tim
law means that women can finally buy 
age that doesn’t charge them higher pre
than men for the same care.

And everyone who already has health
ance—whether through your employer,
care, or Medicaid—will keep the benef
protections this law already has put in
Three million more young adults have 
insurance on their parents’ plans beca
the Affordable Care Act. More than 6 m
people on Medicare have saved an avera
thousand dollars on their prescription 
cine because of the Affordable Care Act

Last year, more than 8 million Ame
received half a billion dollars in refund
their insurers because of the Affordabl
Act. And for tens of millions of women
ventive care like mammograms and birt
trol are free because of the Affordable
Act. That’s all part of this law, and it’s h
stay.

We did not fight so hard for this refo
so many years just to build a website. We
to free millions of American families fro
awful fear that one illness or injury—to y
or your child—might cost you everything
worked so hard to build. We did it to c
the principle that in this country, the secu
health care is not a privilege for a fortuna
but a right for every one of us to enjoy.
already delivered on part of that promis
we will not rest until the work is done.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 2:15 p.m. on October 24 in the
evelt Room at the White House for bro
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on October 26. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on

October 25, but was embargoed for release un-
til 6 a.m. on October 26.
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Remarks at an Installation Ceremony for James B. Comey, Jr., as Direc
the Federal Bureau of Investigation
October 28, 2013

Thank you. Thank you, FBI. Thank you so
much. Please, everybody, be seated, those of
you who have seats. [Laughter]

Well, good afternoon, everybody. I am so
proud to be here and to stand once again with
so many dedicated men and women of the
FBI. You are the best of the best. Day in and
day out, you work tirelessly to confront the
most dangerous threats our Nation faces. You
serve with courage; you serve with integrity.
You protect Americans at home and abroad.
You lock up criminals. You secure the home-
land against the threat of terrorism. Without a
lot of fanfare, without seeking the spotlight,
you do your jobs, all the while upholding our
most cherished values and the rule of law.

Fidelity, Bravery, Integrity: That’s your mot-
to. And today we’re here to welcome a remark-
able new leader for this remarkable institution,
one who lives those principles out every single
day: Mr. Jim Comey.

Before I get to Jim, I want to thank all the
predecessors who are here today. We are
grateful for your service. I have to give a spe-
cial shout-out to Bob Mueller, who served lon-
ger than he was supposed to, but he was such
an extraordinary leader through some of the
most difficult times that we’ve had in national
security. And he—I consider him a friend, and
I’m so grateful for him and Ann being here to-
day. Thank you very much.

Now, Jim has dedicated his life to defending
our laws, to making sure that all Americans can
trust our justice system to protect their rights
and their well-being. He’s the grandson of a
beat cop. He’s the prosecutor who helped
bring down the Gambinos. He’s the relentless
attorney who fought to stem the bloody tide of
gun violence, rub out white-collar crime, deliv-
er justice to terrorists. It’s just about impossi-
ble to find a matter of justice he has not tack-

led, and it’s hard to imagine somebody 
not more uniquely qualified to lead a b
that covers all of it: traditional threats li
lent and organized crime to the con
changing threats like terrorism and cybe
rity. So he’s got the résumé.

But of course, Jim is also a famous
character; he’s the calmest in the room 
a crisis. Here’s what a fellow former pros
said about him. He said, “You know tha
yard Kipling line—‘If you can keep you
when all about you are losing theirs’—
Jim.”

There’s also a story from the time dur
prosecution of the Gambino crime famil
of the defendants was an alleged hi
named Lorenzo. And during the trial, Ji
an award from the New York City Bar A
tion. When the court convened the next
ing, everybody was buzzing about it, an
denly, a note was passed down from the 
dant’s table across the aisle to the prose
table. It was handed to Jim, and it read:
Jim, congratulations on your award. N
deserves it more than you. You’re a tru
fessional. Sincerely, Lorenzo.” [Laughter

“Sincerely, Lorenzo.” Now, we don’t
how sincere he was. [Laughter] We don’
whether this was a veiled threat or a plea
niency or an honest compliment. But I t
is fair to say that Jim has won the resp
folks across the spectrum, including Lo
[Laughter]

He’s the perfect leader for an organ
whose walls are graced by the words of
endary former Director: “The most ef
weapon against crime is cooperation.” J
worked with many of the more than 
men and women of the FBI over the co
his long and distinguished career. And 
admiration and respect for all of you, ind
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ally, his recognition of the hard work that you
do every day, sometimes under extraordinarily

nary candidates for this job, all with sterling
credentials. But what gave me confidence that
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difficult circumstances—not just the folks out
in the field, but also folks working the back
rooms, doing the hard work, out of sight—his
recognition that your mission is important is
what compelled him to answer the call to serve
his country again.

The FBI joins forces with our intelligence,
our military, and homeland security profes-
sionals to break up all manner of threats, from
taking down drug rings to stopping those who
prey on children, to breaking up Al Qaida cells,
to disrupting their activities, thwarting their
plots. And your mission keeps expanding be-
cause the nature of the threats are always
changing.

Unfortunately, the resources allotted to that
mission has been reduced by sequestration. I’ll
keep fighting for those resources because our
country asks and expects a lot from you, and we
should make sure you’ve got the resources you
need to do the job. Especially when many of
your colleagues put their lives on the line on a
daily basis, all to serve and protect our fellow cit-
izens, the least we can do is make sure you’ve got
the resources for it and that your operations are
not disrupted because of politics in this town.

Now, the good news is, things like courage,
leadership, judgment, and compassion, those
resources are—potentially, at least—inex-
haustible. That’s why it’s critical that we seek
out the best people to serve: folks who have
earned the public trust, who have excellent
judgment, even in the most difficult circum-
stances; those who possess not just a keen
knowledge of the law, but also a moral compass
that they—and we—can always count on.

And that’s who we’ve got in Jim Comey. I’ll
tell you, I interviewed a number of extraordi-

this was the right man for the job wasn’t 
grees and it wasn’t his résumé, it was in 
to him and seeing his amazing family, a
that this is somebody who knows what’
and what’s wrong and is willing to act o
basis every single day. And that’s why 
grateful that he’s signed up to serve agai

I will spare you yet another joke abou
today no one stands taller. [Laughter] I 
want to thank Jim for accepting this 
want to thank Patrice and the five rema
children that they’ve got, because jobs li
are a team effort, as you well know.

And I want to thank most all the me
women of the FBI. I’m proud of your
I’m grateful for your service. I’m abs
confident that this agency will contin
flourish with Jim at the helm. And if it—
gets lost in the building, I want you g
help him out. [Laughter] Because I gua
you that he’s going to have your back;
sure you’ve got his back as well.

Thank you very much, everybody. God ble

[At this point, FBI Deputy Director Se
Joyce introduced Director Comey, who
brief remarks.]

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:34 p
FBI Headquarters. In his remarks, he re
to Ann Mueller, wife of former FBI D
Robert S. Mueller III; Lorenzo Ma
member, Gambino crime family; and P
Comey, wife, and Maurene, Katherine, 
Claire, and Abby, children, of Director C
The transcript released by the Office 
Press Secretary also included the rema
Deputy Director Joyce and Director Com

Statement on the Death of Former Representative Isaac N. “Ike” Skelto
October 28, 2013

For 34 years, Ike Skelton served the people of
Missouri in the United States Congress. He was
beloved and respected by his colleagues on both
sides of the aisle, and as chairman of the Armed
Services Committee, Ike was a devoted advocate

for our men and women in uniform. To m
Congress and across Missouri, Ike was a m
and a friend, and he will be missed. M
and I send our thoughts and prayers to h
Patty, his family, and loved ones.
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Remarks at a Memorial Service for Former Speaker of the House of
Representatives Thomas S. Foley
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October 29, 2013

To Heather and the Foley family; to Tom’s
colleagues and friends; President Clinton; Vice
President Mondale; former Speakers; and
those who preceded me: I am honored to join
you today to remember a man who embodied
the virtues of devotion and respect for the in-
stitution that he led, for the colleagues that he
served alongside, and most importantly, for the
citizens that he had the honor to represent.

Unlike so many of you, I did not have the
privilege of knowing Tom personally; I ad-
mired him from afar. But like millions of
Americans, I benefit from his legacy. Thanks to
Tom, more children get a Head Start on suc-
cess in school and in life. More seniors receive
better health care. More families breathe easi-
er because they know their country will be
there for them in times of need. And all of
them—all of us—are indebted to that towering
man from Spokane.

I think, in listening to the wonderful memo-
ries that have been shared, we get a sense of
this man, and we recognize his humility. He of-
ten attributed much of his success to good
luck, and he may have had a point. Leader Mc-
Connell told the story about his first race;
there were a couple of details that got left out.
On the way to Olympia to file the paperwork
for his first congressional campaign, apparent-
ly, Tom blew out a tire. [Laughter] So he and
some friends hitchhiked to a service station to
get it fixed. And then, as they approached the
outskirts of the city, they ran out of gas. So they
pushed the car up the hill, coasting into town
just before the deadline. And Tom went on to
win that race by a resounding 54 votes.

So there’s no question that there may have
been some luck of the Irish operating when it
came to Tom Foley, as well as incredible stam-
ina. But what led him to make history as the
first Speaker of the House from west of the
Rockies was not luck. It was his hard work and
his deep integrity and his powerful intellect,
and as Bob Michel so eloquently and movingly

stated, his ability to find common groun
his colleagues across the aisle. And it w
personal decency that helped him bring 
and order to a Congress that demande
and still does.

Which brings me to a final point: At 
when our political system can seem mo
larized and more divided than ever bef
can be tempting to see the possibility of
tisan progress as a thing of the pas
school,” as Bob said. It can be tempt
wonder if we still have room for leade
Tom, whether the environment, the med
way that districts are drawn, and the pre
that those of us in elected office are 
somehow preclude the possibility of that
of leadership. Well, I believe we have 
our way back there.

Now more than ever, America needs 
servants who are willing to place problem
ing ahead of politics, as the letter that
dent Clinton held up indicates, as the 
of the crime bill shows. We are sent her
what’s right, and sometimes, doing what
is hard. And it’s not free. And yet tha
measure of leadership.

It’s important for us who feel a respo
ty to fight for a cause to recognize th
cause is not advanced if we can’t also
achieve compromise, the same way our F
ers saw it: as a vital part of our democra
very thing that makes our system of se
ernment possible. That’s what Tom Fol
lieved. That’s what he embodied. Tha
legacy that shines brightly today.

Now, on the last day that he presi
Speaker, Tom described what it shou
like to serve the American people in th
He spoke about coming to work in the m
and catching a glimpse of the Capitol. A
said that it ought to give anyone a thrill, a
not only of personal satisfaction, “bu
deep gratitude to our constituents for th
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or of letting us represent them.” And Tom nev-
er lost that sense of wonder.

sense of gratitude. What a privilege, he felt it
was, to serve. And he never forgot why he
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It’s interesting—as I read that passage, what
he wrote—the first time I visited Capitol Hill,
Tom Foley was Speaker. I was a very young
man and I was doing community work, and I
remember seeing that Capitol and having that
same sense of wonder. And I think now about
Tom Foley being here doing that work and in-
spiring what might have ultimately led me to
be interested in public service as well.

When we’re standing outside these magnifi-
cent buildings, we have that sense of wonder
and that sense of hope. And sometimes, the
longer you’re here, the harder it is to hang on
to that. And yet Tom Foley never lost it—nev-
er lost that sense of wonder, never lost the

came here: on behalf of this Nation a
State and the citizens that he loved a
spected so much.

And so, as a country, we have to be g
to him. And to Heather and to the peo
the great State of Washington, thank 
much for sharing Tom with us.

God bless Tom Foley. God bless the U
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:11 p.m.
National Statuary Hall at the U.S. Capi
his remarks, he referred to Heather S. 
wife of former Speaker Foley; and forme
Robert H. Michel. 

Statement on the First Anniversary of Hurricane Sandy
October 29, 2013

One year ago, Hurricane Sandy’s landfall
devastated communities up and down the East
Coast, a tragedy that demanded massive res-
cue, recovery, and rebuilding efforts. Today we
remember our fellow Americans who lost their
lives to that storm, and we comfort the families
who grieve them still. And while there are still
homes to rebuild and businesses to reopen, the
last year has also served as a reminder of the
strength and resilience of the American peo-
ple. We’ve seen first responders act with hero-
ism, strangers lend a helping hand, and entire
communities come together to heal. There’s
more work to do, but that’s the spirit with
which we’ll continue to do it for our fellow
Americans who still need a hand.

Over the past year, my administration has
fought for these communities throughout the
response, and the Federal Government will re-
main by their side as our fellow citizens re-

build. We’ve provided billions of dollars
sistance to hundreds of thousands of 
and small-business owners through dire
grants, and loans. We’ve helped thousa
families stay in their homes, communit
through redtape, and bureaucracy to r
the help they need and worked with Sta
local officials to open 97 percent of 
beaches before Memorial Day, send
strong message to the country that the
was open for business. Through a F
commitment to a long-term rebuilding 
our roads, bridges, hospitals, and bus
are coming back stronger than before.

That’s who we are as Americans: W
care of our own; we leave nobody behin
as long as our fellow Americans conti
travel the long and sometimes difficult r
recovery, their country will stay with the
ery step of the way.

Remarks at Faneuil Hall in Boston, Massachusetts
October 30, 2013

[Governor Deval L. Patrick of Massachusetts made
brief opening remarks, concluding as follows.]

Gov. Patrick. So, Mr. President, welco
the capital of Red Sox Nation. And we
230-207_Text_.pdf   417 10/18/18   3:42 PM
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also to the future of affordable, accessible
health care for everybody.

And as Deval just said, it worked. It worked.
Health care——
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Ladies and gentlemen, the President of the
United States.

The President. Hello, Boston! It’s good to be
back in Boston. It’s good to be back in Boston,
because one of America’s best Governors in-
troduced me, Deval Patrick. Give him a big
round of applause. It’s good to see Congress-
man Bill Keating here. Give Bill a big round of
applause. I want to praise somebody who’s not
here—I just left him—but he wears his heart
on his sleeve. He loves this city so much, and it
shows in what he’s been doing for years now:
one of America’s best mayors, Tom Menino.
[Applause] Couldn’t be prouder of him.

And it’s good to see all of you. I was just at
the airport—Deval was kind enough to meet
me, along with Mayor Menino. And Mayor
Menino went back to City Hall to work so he
could wrap up in time for the first pitch. I un-
derstand that. [Laughter] I am well aware that
a Presidential visit is not the biggest thing go-
ing on today in Boston. [Laughter] I under-
stand that. I tried to grow a beard, but Mi-
chelle, she wasn’t having it. [Laughter]

I am also old enough to remember a time
when the Red Sox were not in the World Se-
ries three times in 10 years. [Laughter] But I
know the chance to win one at home for the
first time since 1918 is a pretty special thing.
So I promise we will be done here in time—
[laughter]—for everybody to head over to Fen-
way and maybe see Big Papi blast another
homer.

And maybe the other Sox will do better next
year. [Laughter] I’m just—you know, you can
hope. You can dream. [Laughter]

The reason I’m here, though, is because this
is the hall where, 7 years ago, Democrats and
Republicans came together to make health re-
form a reality for the people of Massachusetts.
It’s where then-Governor Mitt Romney, Dem-
ocratic legislators, Senator Ted Kennedy, many
of the folks who are here today joined forces to
connect the progressive vision of health care
for all with some ideas about markets and com-
petition that had long been championed by
conservatives.

Audience members. Mr. President, 
Keystone XL. Stop climate change. For ou
eration, stop the pipeline! Mr. President—

The President. Okay. We’re talking
health care today, but we will——

Audience members. ——reject Ke
XL. Stop climate change. Stop climate c
For our generation——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. No, no, no, that’s

The—that is the wrong rally. [Laughter]
got—we had the climate change rally b
the summer. [Laughter] This is the heal
rally. [Applause] Now——

So health care reform in this State was
cess. That doesn’t mean it was perfec
away. There were early problems to 
There were changes that had to be made
body here who was involved in it can t
that. As Deval just said, enrollment w
tremely slow. Within a month, only a
hundred people had signed up—a hu
But then 2,000 had signed up and then
more thousand after that. And by the 
the year, 36,000 people had signed up.

And the community all came togethe
even had the Red Sox help enlist people
them covered. And pretty soon, the num
young uninsured people had plumm
When recession struck, the financial secu
health care sheltered families from d
hardship. And today, there is nearly un
coverage in Massachusetts, and the vast 
ity of its citizens are happy with their cov

And by the way, all the parade of hor
the worst predictions about health care 
in Massachusetts never came true. They
same arguments that you’re hearing now
nesses didn’t stop covering workers, the
of employers who offered insurance incr
People didn’t get left behind, racial disp
decreased. Care didn’t become unaffor
costs tracked what was happening in
places that wasn’t covering everybody.

Now, Mitt Romney and I ran a lon
spirited campaign against one another, b
always believed that when he was Go
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here in Massachusetts, he did the right thing
on health care. And then Deval did the right

you and gives you freedom to pursue whatever
you want, without fear that accident or illness

Insur-
t busi-
w. But
ebsite

o over
conse-
nce to
health
 really

ealth-
or and
see all
 com-

rage it
ing it,
 many
 happy
ricans

 to fig-
as pos-
ke full
 fixed
rove it

buying
couple
will be
 single
to get

 apply
l or in
g and
dable,
out of

 there
hter] I
r] But

tplaces
shown
t’s be-
e] We
thing by picking up the torch and working to
make the law work even better. And it’s be-
cause you guys had a proven model that we
built the Affordable Care Act on this template
of proven, bipartisan success. Your law was the
model for the Nation’s law.

So let’s look at what’s happened. Today, the
Affordable Care Act requires insurance com-
panies to abide by some of the strongest con-
sumer protections this country has ever known:
a true patient’s bill of rights. No more discrimi-
nating against kids with preexisting conditions.
No more dropping your policy when you get
sick and need it most. No more lifetime limits
or restrictive annual limits. Most plans now
have to cover free preventive care like mam-
mograms and birth control. Young people can
stay on their parents’ plans until they turn 26.
All of this is in place right now. It is working
right now.

Now, the last element of this began on Oc-
tober 1. It’s when the Affordable Care Act cre-
ated a new marketplace for quality, private in-
surance plans for the 15 percent or so of Amer-
icans who don’t have health care and for the 5
percent of Americans who have to buy it on
their own and they’re not part of a group,
which means they don’t get as good a deal.

And this new marketplace was built on the
Massachusetts model. It allows these Ameri-
cans who have been locked out to get a better
deal from insurers; they’re pooling their pur-
chasing power as one big group. And insurers
want their business, which means they give
them a better deal, and they compete for that
business. And as a result, insurers in the mar-
ketplace, they can’t use your medical history to
charge you more. If you’ve been sick, you final-
ly have the same chance to buy quality, afford-
able health care as everybody else.

A lot of people will qualify for new tax cred-
its under this law that will bring down costs
even further, so that if you lose your job or you
start a new business or you’re self-employed or
you’re a young person trying several jobs until
you find that one that sticks, you’re going to be
able to be insured: insurance that goes with

will derail your dreams.
Now, this marketplace is open now. 

ance companies are competing for tha
ness. The deal is good; the prices are lo
let’s face it, we’ve had a problem. The w
hasn’t worked the way it’s supposed t
these last couple of weeks. And as a 
quence, a lot of people haven’t had a cha
see just how good the prices for quality 
insurance through these marketplaces
are.

Now, ultimately, this website, h
care.gov, will be the easiest way to shop f
buy these new plans, because you can 
these plans right next to each other and
pare prices and see what kind of cove
provides. But look, it’s—there’s no deny
right now, the website is too slow, too
people have gotten stuck. And I am not
about it. And neither are a lot of Ame
who need health care, and they’re trying
ure out how they can sign up as quickly 
sible. So there’s no excuse for it. And I ta
responsibility for making sure it gets
ASAP. We are working overtime to imp
every day. Every day.

And more people are successfully 
these new plans online than they were a 
of weeks ago, and I expect more people 
able to buy conveniently online every
day as we move forward. We’re going 
these problems resolved.

Now, in the meantime, you can still
for coverage over the phone or by mai
person, because those plans are waitin
you’re still able to get the kind of affor
reliable health insurance that’s been 
reach for too many people for too long.

So I am old enough to remember when
was not such a thing as a website. [Laug
know that’s shocking to people. [Laughte
the point is, I’m confident these marke
will work, because Massachusetts has 
that the model works, and we know wha
ing offered by these insurers. [Applaus
know it’s going to work.
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And so far, choice and competition in the
new national marketplaces have helped keep

ance; new tax credits to help folks afford it;
more choice, more competition; real health
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costs lower than even we projected. In fact,
nearly half of all single, uninsured 18-to-34-
year-olds may be able to buy insurance for 50
bucks a month or less. Less than your cell
phone bill, less than your cable bill. And one
study shows that nearly 6 in 10 uninsured
Americans may find coverage for a hundred
bucks a month or less, even if they’re older
than 34.

And frankly, if every Governor was working
as hard as Deval—or Governor O’Malley in
Maryland or Governor Cuomo in New York—
to make this law work for their citizens, as op-
posed to thinking politically, about 8 in 10
Americans would be getting health insurance
for less than a hundred bucks a month.

And by the way, it’s not just in Massachu-
setts. Look at Kentucky. Governor Steve Bes-
hear, who’s a Democrat, is like a man pos-
sessed with helping more people get covered.
He thinks it’s the right thing to do. Keep in
mind, I did not win in Kentucky. [Laughter]
But there are a lot of uninsured people in Ken-
tucky, and they’re signing up.

Oregon has covered 10 percent of its unin-
sured citizens already because of the Afford-
able Care Act. Ten percent of the uninsured
have already gotten coverage. Arkansas—I
didn’t win that State either—[laughter]—has
covered almost 14 percent of its uninsured al-
ready. That’s already happened. And that—
you’ve got some Republican Governors, like
Governor Kasich of Ohio, who’ve put politics
aside, and they’re expanding Medicaid through
this law to cover millions of people.

Now, unfortunately, there are others that
are so locked in to the politics of this thing that
they won’t lift a finger to help their own peo-
ple, and that’s leaving millions of Americans
uninsured unnecessarily. That’s a shame. Be-
cause if they put as much energy into making
this law work as they do in attacking the law,
Americans would be better off. [Applause]
Americans would be better off.

So that’s the Affordable Care Act: better
protections for Americans with insurance; a
new marketplace for Americans without insur-

care security not just for the uninsured 
derinsured, but for all of us, because w
more in premiums and taxes when Ame
without good insurance visit the eme
room. We get taxed.

And since we all benefit, there are p
this law that also require everybody to c
ute, that require everybody to take som
sure of responsibility. So to help pay f
law, the wealthiest Americans—familie
make more than $250,000 a year—they
to pay a little bit more. The most exp
employer health insurance plans no 
qualify for unlimited tax breaks. Some fo
en’t happy about that, but it’s the right t
do.

Just like in Massachusetts, most peop
can afford health insurance have to ta
sponsibility to buy health insurance or
penalty. And employers with more than 5
ployees are required to either provide 
insurance to their workers or pay a p
again, because they shouldn’t just dum
those costs onto the rest of us. Everybo
got some responsibilities.

Now, it is also true that some Ame
who have health insurance plans tha
bought on their own through the old ind
market are getting notices from their ins
companies suggesting that somehow b
of the Affordable Care Act, they may be
their existing health insurance plans. Th
been the latest flurry in the news. Ther
cause there’s been a lot of confusion and
formation about this, I want to expla
what’s going on.

One of the things health reform w
signed to do was to help not only the
sured, but also the underinsured. And
are a number of Americans—fewer than
cent of Americans—who’ve got cut-rate
that don’t offer real financial protection
event of a serious illness or an acciden
member, before the Affordable Car
these bad-apple insurers had free rein
single year to limit the care that you re
or use minor preexisting conditions to j
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your premiums or bill you into bankruptcy. So
a lot of people thought they were buying cover-

Audience member. ——reject the Keystone
Pipeline! For our generation—[inaudible]—
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Before the Affordable Care Act, the worst of

these plans routinely dropped thousands of
Americans every single year. And on average,
premiums for folks who stayed in their plans
for more than a year shot up about 15 percent
a year. This wasn’t just bad for those folks who
were—who had these policies, it was bad for
all of us, because, again, when tragedy strikes
and folks can’t pay their medical bills, every-
body else picks up the tab.

Now, if you had one of these substandard
plans before the Affordable Care Act became
law and you really liked that plan, you were
able to keep it. That’s what I said when I was
running for office. That was part of the prom-
ise we made. But ever since the law was
passed, if insurers decided to downgrade or
cancel these substandard plans, what we said
under the law is, you’ve got to replace them
with quality, comprehensive coverage, because
that, too, was a central premise of the Afford-
able Care Act from the very beginning.

And today, that promise means that every
plan in the marketplace covers a core set of
minimum benefits, like maternity care and
preventive care and mental health care and
prescription drug benefits and hospitalization.
And they can’t use allergies or pregnancy or a
sports injury or the fact that you’re a woman to
charge you more. They can’t do that anymore.
[Applause] They can’t do that anymore.

If you couldn’t afford coverage because your
child had asthma, well, he’s now covered. If
you’re one of the 45 million Americans with a
mental illness, you’re now covered. If you’re a
young couple expecting a baby, you’re covered.
You’re safer. The system is more secure for
you, and it’s more secure for everybody.

So if you’re getting one of these letters, just
shop around in the new marketplace. That’s
what it’s for. Because of the tax credits we’re
offering——

Audience member. Mr. President——
The President. ——and the competition——

and the students.
The President. The—because of t

credits that we’re offering and the comp
between insurers, most people are going
able to get better, comprehensive healt
plans for the same price or even cheape
projected. You’re going to get a better de

Now, there’s a fraction of American
higher incomes who will pay more on th
end for better insurance with better b
and protections like the patient’s bill of 
And that will actually save them from fin
ruin if they get sick. But nobody is losin
right to health care coverage. And no ins
company will ever be able to deny you 
age or drop you as a customer altog
Those days are over. And that’s the truth
plause] That is the truth.

So for people without health insu
they’re finally going to be able to get it. F
vast majority of people who have health
ance that works, you can keep it. For the
than 5 percent of Americans who buy
ance on your own, you will be getting a
deal.

So anyone peddling the notion that in
are canceling people’s plan without me
ing that almost all the insurers are encou
people to join better plans with the same
er and stronger benefits and stronger p
tions, while others will be able to get 
plans with new carriers through the m
place, and then, many will get new help
for these better plans and make them a
cheaper—if you leave that stuff out, you
ing grossly misleading, to say the least.

But frankly, look, you saw this in Mas
setts—this is one of the challenges of 
care form—health care is complicated, a
very personal, and it’s easy to scare folk
it’s no surprise that some of the same fo
ing to scare people now are the same
who’ve been trying to sink the Affordabl
Act from the beginning. And frankly, I
understand it. Providing people with 
care, that should be a no-brainer. 
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people a chance to get health care should be a
no-brainer.

able Care Act, which will actually help lower
the deficit.
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And I’ve said before, if folks had actually
good ideas—better ideas than what’s happen-
ing in Massachusetts or what we’ve proposed
for providing people with health insurance—
I’d be happy to listen. But that’s not what’s
happening. And anyone defending the rem-
nants of the old, broken system as if it was
working for people, anybody who thinks we
shouldn’t finish the job of making the health
care system work for everybody—especially
when these folks offer no plan for the unin-
sured or the underinsured or folks who lose
their insurance each year—those folks should
have to explain themselves.

Because I don’t think we should go back to
discriminating against kids with preexisting
conditions. I don’t think we should go back to
dropping coverage for people when they get
sick or because they make a mistake on their
application. I don’t think we should go back to
the daily cruelties and indignancies—indigni-
ties and constant insecurity of a broken health
care system. And I’m confident most Ameri-
cans agree with me.

So yes, this is hard, because the health care
system is a big system, and it’s complicated.
And if it was hard doing it just in one State, it’s
harder to do it in all 50 States, especially when
the Governors of a bunch of States and half of
the Congress aren’t trying to help. Yes, it’s
hard. But it’s worth it. It is the right thing to
do, and we’re going to keep moving forward.
We are going to keep working to improve the
law, just like you did here in Massachusetts.

We are just going to keep on working at it.
We’re going to grind it out, just like you did
here in Massachusetts, and by the way, just like
we did when the prescription drug program for
seniors known as Medicare Part D was passed
by a Republican President a decade ago. That
health care law had some early challenges as
well. There were even problems with the web-
site. [Laughter] And Democrats weren’t happy
with a lot of the aspects of the law because, in
part, it added hundreds of billions of dollars to
the deficit; it wasn’t paid for, unlike the Afford-

Now—but you know what, once it w
law, everybody pitched in to try to m
work. Democrats weren’t about to punis
lions of seniors just to try to make a p
settle a score. So Democrats worked wi
publicans to make it work. And I’m pr
Democrats for having done that. It w
right thing to do. Because now about 9
cent of seniors like what they have. T
gotten a better deal.

Both parties working together to get t
done, that’s what we need in Washingto
now. [Applause] That’s what we need in 
ington right now.

You know, if Republicans in Congres
as eager to help Americans get cove
some Republican Governors have 
themselves to be, we’d make a lot of pr
I’m not asking them to agree with me on
thing, but if they’d work with us like Mitt
ney did, working with Democrats in Mas
setts—or like Ted Kennedy often did wi
publicans in Congress, including on th
scription drug bill—we’d be a lot further

So the point is, we may have politic
agreements; we do, deep ones. In some
we’ve got fundamentally different 
about where we should take the countr
the people who elect us to serve
shouldn’t pay the price for those dis
ments. Most Americans don’t see 
through a political lens or an ideologica
This debate has never been about right 
It’s been about the helplessness that a 
feels when she can’t cover a sick child 
impossible choices a small business fac
tween covering his employees or keep
doors open.

I want to give you just—I want to clos
an example. So a person named Alan S
fer, Prattsburgh, New York, and he’s go
ry to tell about sacrifice, about giving 
own health care to save the woman he lo
Alan wrote to me last week, and he told 
story.

Four years ago, his wife Jan, who happ
be a nurse, was struck with cancer, and s
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to stop working. And then, halfway through her
chemo, her employer dropped coverage for

you, we are going to see this through. [Ap-
plause] We’re going to see this through. We
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both of them. And Alan is self-employed; he’s
got an antique business. So he had to make
sure his wife had coverage, obviously, in the
middle of cancer treatments, so he went with-
out insurance.

Now, the great news is, today, Jan is cancer-
free. She’s on Medicare, but Alan’s been unin-
sured ever since. Until last week, when he sat
down at a computer and—I’m sure after multi-
ple tries—[laughter]—signed up for a new
plan under the Affordable Care Act, coverage
that can never be taken away if he gets sick.

So I just want to read you what he said in
this letter. He says, “I’ve got to tell you, I’ve
never been so happy to pay a bill in my entire
life.” [Laughter] “When you don’t have insur-
ance at my age, [it can] really feel like a time
bomb waiting to go off. The sense of relief
from knowing I can live out my days longer and
healthier, that’s just a tremendous weight off
my shoulders.”

So, 2 days later, Alan goes over to his buddy
Bill’s house. He sits Bill down, and his wife Di-
ana, at their computer. And after several
tries—[laughter]—Alan helped lift that weight
from their shoulders by helping them to sign
up for a new plan also. And compared to their
current plan, it costs less than half as much and
covers more.

See, that’s why we committed ourselves to
this cause: for Alan and Jan; for Bill, Diana.

Audience member. Annie.
The President. For Annie. For anyone who

wrote letters and shared stories and knocked
on doors because they believed, what could
happen here in Massachusetts could happen
all across the country. And for them and for

are going to see this through.
This hall is home to some of the earli

bates over the nature of our Governme
appropriate size, the appropriate role 
Government. And those debates contin
day, and that’s healthy. They’re debates
the role of the individual and society a
rugged individualism and our sense of se
ance, our devotion to the kind of fre
whose first shot rang out not far from he
they are also debates tempered by a re
tion that we’re all in this together; an
when hardship strikes—and it could stri
of us at any moment—we’re there for o
other; and that as a country, we can acco
great things that we can’t accomplish 
We believe that. [Applause] We believe 

And those sentiments are expressed
painting right here in this very hall: “L
and Union, now and forever, one and ins
ble.” That’s the value statement Dev
talking about. That’s what health care ref
about. That’s what America is about. We
this together, and we are going to 
through.

Thank you. God bless you. God ble
United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m.
remarks, he referred to David A. “Big
Ortiz, first baseman, Major League Bas
Boston Red Sox; 2012 Republican Presi
nominee W. Mitt Romney; and former
dent George W. Bush. The transcript re
by the Office of the Press Secretary a
cluded the remarks of Gov. Patrick.

Remarks at a Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee Fundr
in Weston, Massachusetts
October 30, 2013

Thank you so much. Everybody, have a seat.
Thank you. Well, first of all, that was an aston-
ishingly succinct introduction by Al. [Laugh-
ter] And let me just say, Al and Susan have

been such extraordinary friends to so m
us for so long, and that alone would ma
grateful. But the service that they rende
our representatives in one of our
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important allies has been extraordinary. And
we’re glad to have them back, but we’re also

tragedy of Newtown, which I’ve said before
continues to be probably the toughest day of
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grateful for the great job that they did while
they were there. You made us proud. So thank
you very much.

Governor Deval Patrick is who I want to be
when I grow up—[laughter]—love that man.
And he is just doing such an extraordinary job.
So we’re very proud of him.

We have several other folks here. Steve Isra-
el, who is a great Congressman, has taken on
the thankless task of traveling all across the
country to make sure that we’re recruiting
some of the best candidates ever for the House
of Representatives. Please give Steve Israel a
big round of applause.

Your own Congressman, John Tierney, is
here. Where’s John? Doing a great job; very
proud of him. You’ve got an interloper from
Rhode Island, but it’s close enough. He’s a
good friend: David Cicilline, outstanding
Member of Congress, former mayor. And
someone who is looking slim and cheerful and
good humored, has a glow in his cheeks—
[laughter]—this is what, I guess, getting out of
Congress looks like—[laughter]—Barney
Frank is in the house.

And finally, the person we’re actually here
for, to some extent, somebody who is now in
the Women’s Hall of Fame, somebody who has
just constantly surprised me by just how good,
how tough, how visionary, and how committed
she is and dedicated to the well-being of not
just her own constituents, but the American
people, our former Speaker and, hopefully,
soon-to-be Speaker once again, Nancy Pelosi.

Now, in these settings, especially with folks
who have been friends for a while—I know
many of you supported my campaigns; many of
you, we’ve fought together on critical issues—I
don’t want to spend too much time on speech-
es. I want to have a conversation, so I’ll save
most of the time for questions. I do have to get
out of here in time so as not to delay the Red
Sox game, because if I do, I might never be
able to come to Massachusetts again. [Laugh-
ter] So we’re on a fairly tight schedule.

This has been a challenging year. Since my
reelection, we started with the heartbreaking

my Presidency. Then we had the bomb
Boston, which was handled with such gr
Deval and Mayor Menino and all the pe
this incredible city. And we would have 
that coming out of those two tragedies t
would see a new spirit in Congress of 
pulling together and rolling up sleeve
working on at least the things that a 
spectrum of Americans agree on.

But that’s not what we got. Instead, w
more obstruction and more resistance 
ting anything done, most recently culm
in a shutdown that was entirely unnec
and that hurt our economy, punished F
workers, who are out there every day tr
help veterans and trying to make sure th
air is clean and our water is clean and tr
help small businesses.

And so I think it’s fair to say that, ho
low people’s estimations of Washington
before the shutdown, they’re lower now.
may be that the other side is comfortab
that because their operating theory ha
that government is the problem and the 
al Government, in particular, is a proble
that we don’t need dedicated people in 
service and we don’t need collective 
around the challenges that we face.

But the American people know bette
we know better. We know that we are en
into an extraordinarily promising, but als
lenging time in this country. Intern
competition is fierce. We have an ec
that’s never been more productive or m
novative. But what we’ve also seen is an 
my that produces a winner-take-all sit
and folks like those in this room, who are
very well. There are a whole bunch of fo
there who are struggling. You’ve got a m
class that is anxious about whether the
dren will be able to replicate their su
There are questions as to whether, if yo
hard in this country, you can still make it

We’ve got enormous challenges like c
change that transcend borders. And alt
because of our extraordinary military a
men and women in uniform, we don’t ha
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state-to-state peer when it comes to our na-
tional security, the threats of climate change

frustrating. But what keeps me optimistic is,
when I get out of Washington and I travel
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and terrorism and cybersecurity are all things
that we can’t manage on our own.

And so sometimes, people ask me, man, how
do you stay optimistic? It just seems like there
are a bunch of problems piling up on your
desk, and it doesn’t seem like you’re getting a
lot of help from the other side. And it is true
that I’m much grayer than I was when I first
came to Al Solomont’s house. And there is this
enormous frustration sometimes when you can
see—Deval and I were just talking about this.
We know what the punch list is of things that
need to get done. We know if we invest in in-
frastructure, we can put people back to work
and strengthen our economy. We know that if
we are investing in early childhood education,
then our children are going to better be able to
compete. We know that there’s no contradic-
tion between a smart energy policy that boosts
growth and an environmental policy that pass-
es on a clean planet to the next generation. We
know that making sure job training programs
work and basic research in science will ensure
that not only do we have the most innovative,
dynamic economy in the world, but we’re also
going to have the workers who can take those
jobs.

We know all these things. And so when you
see it and you say to yourself, “These aren’t
even ideological questions, these aren’t histori-
cally left-right questions, these are just com-
monsense questions,” and you see the fact that
you get so much resistance from the other side
on things that they used to be for, it can be

across the country and I meet the Am
people, their resilience, their strength
optimism, their stick-to-it-ness, their co
for one another continues to be evid
makes you optimistic.

Our job is to align our politics with the
ness of the American people. And I don’
that’s a partisan agenda; I don’t think t
Democratic or Republican agenda. I
that’s an American agenda. But what 
know is the interests of the American 
will be better served if I’ve got Nancy
standing by my side and we get the a
done.

That’s why you’re here. I’m grateful
We’re going to need your support not jus
but for the long haul.

Thank you very much, everybody.
I think we’re going to start taking que

but I think we’re going to allow the fou
tate to get some food. [Laughter] I hop
guys are getting some food, at least
snacks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:50 p.m.
residence of Alan D. and Susan Lewis
mont. In his remarks, he referred to Re
vid N. Cicilline, in his former capacity as
of Providence, RI; Rep. Steven J. Israel
capacity as chairman of the Democratic
gressional Campaign Committee; and 
Rep. Barney Frank. Audio was not availa
verification of the content of these rema

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency 
Respect to Sudan
October 30, 2013

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the automat-
ic termination of a national emergency unless,
within the 90-day period prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes in

the Federal Register and transmits to th
gress a notice stating that the emergenc
continue in effect beyond the anniversary d
accordance with this provision, I have sent
Federal Register for publication the enclos
tice stating that the Sudan emergency is 
tinue in effect beyond November 3, 2013. 
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The crisis constituted by the actions and
policies of the Government of Sudan that led

have determined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared with
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to the declaration of a national emergency in
Executive Order 13067 of November 3, 1997,
and the expansion of that emergency in Exec-
utive Order 13400 of April 26, 2006, and with
respect to which additional steps were taken
in Executive Order 13412 of October 13,
2006, has not been resolved. These actions
and policies are hostile to U.S. interests and
continue to pose an unusual and extraordi-
nary threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. Therefore, I

respect to Sudan and maintain in for
sanctions against Sudan to respond t
threat.

BARACK OB

The White House,
October 30, 2013.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendi
the end of this volume.

Remarks at the SelectUSA 2013 Investment Summit
October 31, 2013

Thank you. Well, please have a seat.
To my great friend Penny Pritzker, thank

you for the kind words, but more importantly,
thank you for your outstanding leadership, for
bringing us all together today, and being such a
strong voice for America’s workers and Ameri-
ca’s businesses.

I want to acknowledge Acting Deputy Sec-
retary Patrick Gallagher, Under Secretary
Francisco Sanchez, and Vinai Thummalapally
and their team at SelectUSA. And I want to es-
pecially thank all of you, State and local offi-
cials from across the country, and business
leaders from around the world.

As President, I have gone all over the world
to go to bat for American exports and Ameri-
can workers. I’ve been to many of your coun-
tries, and I’ve said that when we do business
together, and when we trade and forge new
partnerships, it’s good for all of us. I want more
American products being sold in your coun-
tries and I want your companies investing
more here in the United States of America be-
cause it advances my top priority as President:
creating good-paying American jobs and
strengthening and broadening our middle
class. There’s nothing more important right
now.

And I’m here because I want your compa-
nies to know—I want companies around the
world to know—that I believe there is no bet-
ter place in the world to do business than the

United States of America. Think about i
balization and technology means you c
just about anywhere. But there are a wh
of reasons you ought to come here.

We’re not just the world’s largest m
we’re growing. Thanks to the grit and
ience of the American people, we’ve c
away the rubble from the financial cris
over the past 3½ years, our businesse
created more than 7½ million new
Thanks to tough decisions we’ve made t
le our long-term challenges, America 
coming more competitive from a bu
standpoint. We’re reforming a broken 
care system, and as a consequence, heal
costs are rising at their slowest rate in 50
We’ve cut our deficits by more than half 
took office, and they keep going down. 
pursued an all-of-the-above energy st
and we are producing more traditional e
more renewable energy than ever before
natural gas than anyone in the world, a
have cut our carbon pollution in the proc

So while the case for doing busin
America has always been strong, we’ve m
stronger. And of course, you will find no
workers than American workers. Our p
tivity is rising. We have the world’s best u
sities, its most innovative entrepreneur
have its strongest intellectual property p
tions to go along with a rule of law that m
es up with anyone. And thanks in part to
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initiative focused on exports and the new trade
agreements that I’ve signed, we sell more

parts plant in Cartersville, Georgia. The Cana-
dian company Bombardier is investing more
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products made in America to the rest of the
world than ever before.

So as you’ve heard repeatedly today and you
will hear undoubtedly after I leave this stage,
America is open for business. And businesses
have responded. After a decade in which many
jobs left the United States to go overseas, now
we’re seeing companies starting to bring jobs
back because they’re seeing the advantages of
being located here. Caterpillar is bringing jobs
back from Japan. Ford is bringing jobs back
from Mexico. After locating plants in other
countries like China, Intel is opening its most
advanced plant right here in the United States. 

And there are a whole range of factors in-
volved. People are looking at lower energy
costs here. They’re looking at stability. They’re
looking at the increased productivity of our
workers. All these things are adding up. And
people are saying, why would we want to be
outside the world’s largest market when we can
get our products made effectively here and this
is a great platform from which we can export
all around the world?

And it’s not just companies based in the
United States. Honda is betting on America by
expanding production operations in Ohio, in
Alabama, and Indiana. And today, more Hon-
das are made in America than anyplace else in
the world. Samsung is betting on America by
revamping their plant in Austin, Texas, a $4
billion investment. Siemens is betting on
America by hiring hundreds of new workers in
North Carolina and putting $50 million a year
into training its U.S workforce.

And that’s the kind of investment we’ve al-
ways welcomed as a nation, but the reason for
SelectUSA is we know we can do more. We
know we can be better. So, 2 years ago, I acted
on a recommendation from the CEOs on my
Jobs Council, and we created SelectUSA to en-
courage more foreign companies to invest and
create jobs right here in the United States. And
we’ve shown that this works.

As Penny mentioned earlier this morning,
with help from SelectUSA, the Austrian com-
pany Voestalpine is creating 220 jobs at an auto

than 600 million to expand its Learjet fac
Wichita, Kansas. ASCO, a Belgian co
that makes high-tech aircraft parts, reop
shuttered factory in Stillwater, Oklahom
they’re expected to create 380 good jobs
end of 2015. And the list goes on.

And I want to see even more of thes
cess stories told across this country, 
means I want to make sure we are doing
thing we can so that companies like your
to set up shop here in the United State
for all the U.S. States and cities who are
sented here today, we want to provide yo
the tools you need to close those deals an
ate those jobs.

So that’s why today I’m proud to ann
that I’m expanding and enhancing Sele
to create the first-ever fully coordinate
Government effort to recruit businesses
vest and create new jobs in the United 
To do that, I’m taking four new steps to
more good jobs to our shores.

First, building on the great work th
diplomats and Embassies do every da
making attracting foreign investment a 
part of the portfolio for our Ambassado
their teams around the world. Now, I
with our dedicated Embassy staffs wher
go. All of them are great ambassado
America, and they’re building bridges an
nections every day. Well, I want them
even more to help foreign companies
those bridges and come here. And as the
on this expanded economic mission ov
we’ll make sure that they’ve got the s
that they need here at home.

Which brings me to the second point
cials at the highest levels, up to and inc
me, are going to do even more to ma
case for investing in America. Now, I a
do this everywhere I go around the wo
public and private. I joked with a few A
can companies that I will deserve at least
watch at the end of my tenure from 
[Laughter] I’ve racked up some pretty
sales. But as a country, we don’t always
our case in a coordinated way that lin
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teams overseas to the right senior officials in
Washington. And we’re going to change that,

crises that we’ve seen come out of Washington,
because I assume if you ask any CEO here if
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make our advocacy more efficient, more effec-
tive, and more connected so that businesses
who are making decisions about where to in-
vest are getting timely answers and know that
they’re going to have all the help that they
need.

Number three, we’ll make sure that for the
first times, companies who want to do business
in America have a single point of contact at the
Federal level to cut through redtape. So we’re
going to help you navigate national, State, local
rules and regulations so that you can invest
faster, open facilities faster, create jobs faster.

And finally, we’ll help States, cities, regions
across America up their game by giving them
more tools they need to compete, from the lat-
est research and analysis to events that link
them directly with potential investors. This is a
big country, and for a lot of foreign investors, it
may be sometimes hard to navigate and figure
out what exactly is going to fit the needs of
your company. Well, we can help you do that,
and we can help make sure that State and local
governments and regional offices, they’re best
equipped to make their case, and we can get a
good fit that’s good for the company and good
for those communities.

So a new focus at our Embassies on attract-
ing investment, more outreach from Washing-
ton, coordinated advocacy to bring more jobs
here, new ways to cut through redtape, and
new tools for State and local leaders—that’s
what an expanded SelectUSA will mean for
businesses and for our partners in U.S. States
and cities. And ultimately, I believe that will
translate into more good middle class jobs for
America, my number-one priority.

I will be asking Congress to do its part. A lot
of this is coordination. It’s not necessary to
spend a lot of money, it’s important for us to do
what we do more wisely. But making America
even more attractive to investment should be
something that everybody can agree on, Dem-
ocrats and Republicans. And we’ve got to work
together to get that done.

At the macro level, that means getting be-
yond gridlock and some of the manufactured

shutting down the Government makes
more confident about wanting to bring 
America, the answer will probably be n
notion of not paying our bills on time d
inspire confidence. So it’s time for Cong
focus on what the American people a
cused on and what I’m focused on, w
creating good jobs that pay good wag
creating a good environment for investm

We do need to fully fund the Sele
program so that more middle class folks
chance to earn a decent living. We n
make sure that we are resourcing the eff
make sure that our workers can earn th
that they need to compete in the global 
my. We’ve got—one of the crown jewels
education system is our community c
system. Not everybody is going to be tr
at MIT or Stanford, but these commun
leges means that we can partner with bu
es, help defray some of the training cost
design with businesses what exactly they
ing to need in terms of people getting
And we’ve got the resources to do it. We
how to do it. But we’ve got to make sur
gress is supportive of that.

We’ve got to fix a broken immigratio
tem so that we are welcoming more ta
workers and entrepreneurs from aroun
world, and so if companies are coming h
locate and they’ve got a key individual th
need to bring over to make sure that th
pany is doing what it needs to do, that it’
tangle of redtape. And the good news 
know we’ve got bipartisan support for 
gration reform, we just have to make su
get it done this year.

We’ve got to continue to make smart 
ments in research and development, 
tion, infrastructure, all the things that h
cally have made America the most att
place on the planet for businesses to 
We’ve got to build on that success. That
we are as a country. And we have a tr
here of tackling new challenges, adapt
new circumstances, seizing new opportu
And that’s one of the reasons that 
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shows over the last two centuries that when
you bet on America, that bet pays off.

the world’s best workers, some of the world’s
most innovative entrepreneurs. You’ll find a
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So to all the business leaders here today and
around the world: We want to be your partner
in helping to write the next chapter in our his-
tory. We want you to join the generations of
immigrants and entrepreneurs and foreign in-
vestors who have discovered exactly what it
means when we say we are the land of oppor-
tunity. That is not a myth, it’s a proven fact.

There are a lot of wonderful countries out
there. But this is a place where you can do
business, create great products, deliver great
services, make money, and do good at the same
time. So you should find out why there’s no
substitute for those proud words: Made in
America. And here’s three more words: Select
the U.S.A. When you do, you’ll find some of

government and a President who is com
to helping you create more good jobs f
middle class and helping you succeed we
the 21st century.

We are open for business, and we’re l
forward to partnering with all of you 
months and years ahead.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m.
Washington Marriott Wardman Park ho
his remarks, he referred to Vinai K. 
malapally, Executive Director, SelectUS
tiative at the International Trade Admi
tion, Department of Commerce.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of
and an Exchange With Reporters
November 1, 2013

President Obama. Well, I want to welcome
back Prime Minister Maliki to the White
House. It’s been 2 years since the last U.S.
troops left from Iraq, but the strategic partner-
ship between our two countries remains very
strong.

We honor the lives that were lost, both
American and Iraqi, to bring about a function-
ing democracy in a country that previously had
been ruled by a vicious dictator. And we appre-
ciate Prime Minister Maliki’s commitment to
honoring that sacrifice by ensuring a strong,
prosperous, inclusive, and democratic Iraq.

We had a wide-ranging discussion about
economic issues, regional issues, and security
issues. And much of our discussion centered
on the fact that, although Iraq’s made signifi-
cant progress in areas like oil production and a
range of other reforms that have taken place,
unfortunately, Al Qaida has still been active
and has grown more active recently. So we had
a lot of discussion about how we can work to-
gether to push back against that terrorist orga-
nization that operates not only in Iraq, but also

poses a threat to the entire region and 
United States.

I emphasized that in addition to cont
counterterrorism support and partnershi
we were encouraged by the work that 
Minister Maliki has done in the past to 
that all people inside of Iraq—Sunni, Sh
Kurd—feel that they have a voice in the
ernment. And one of the most importa
pressions of that will be elections next 
encouraged that Iraq pass an election la
that that moves forward so that people 
stand that when they have differences
can express them politically, as oppo
through violence.

I also appreciated the efforts that 
Minister Maliki has made recently to r
stronger relationships with its neighbo
cluding Kuwait and Turkey and some 
other Gulf States, and expressed my inte
providing whatever support is necess
make sure that Iraq is working cooper
and effectively with its neighbors.

We spent considerable amount of tim
ing about Syria, where the spillover eff
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the chaos and Asad’s horrific treatment of his
own people has had spillover effects in Iraq as

We discussed many issues that are very im-
portant for Iraq, for the region, and for the
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well. And we agreed that it’s in the interest of
both countries to try to bring about a political
settlement, a political transition, inside of Syria
that allows the Syrian people to make decisions
about their own lives, while at the same time,
isolating extremist factions that could end up
not only threatening people inside of Syria, but
throughout the region as well.

And I shared with the Prime Minister our
efforts to resolve the Iranian nuclear issue in a
peaceful way, but emphasized to him how im-
portant it is that Iran seize this opportunity to
take the right path in accordance with previous
international norms and resolutions. My hope
is, is that we can arrive at a resolution, but I
emphasized to the Prime Minister how serious
we are about preventing a nuclear arms race in
a region that would only add to the dangers
that so many people there already face.

Throughout this discussion, the main theme
was, is that the United States wants to be a
strong and effective partner with Iraq and we
are deeply invested in seeing an Iraq that is in-
clusive, that is democratic, and that is prosper-
ous. And I communicated to the Prime Minis-
ter that anything that we can do to help bring
about that more hopeful future for Iraq is
something that we want to work on.

So, welcome, Mr. Prime Minister. Thank
you so much for coming.

Prime Minister Maliki. Thank you very
much, Mr. President. In the name of God, the
Merciful. Mr. President, you went into the de-
tails of all the issues that we discussed, and the
dialogue was very good. So we mentioned
many, many issues that are of common impor-
tance for us, and we agreed on them. It was a
very positive, very deep, and very strategic dia-
logue.

We had an agreement that we signed be-
tween Iraq and the United States, as you know,
and we have a friendship agreement, and we
have a strategic framework agreement. And we
need to activate them. And this was one of the
main purpose of our visit. We need to enhance
our bilateral relations and to enhance these
agreements.

whole world. And this clearly tends to
that the strategic framework agreemen
essence for the cooperation between the
ed States and Iraq for the interests of all

And in our discussions today, we wan
take the strategic framework agreeme
our bilateral relation, sort of, out from th
lateral security and military assistance th
United States provided to us. We wan
move to a multilayer relation at the po
economic level. And we—[inaudible
United States and the United States co
and economy to participate in the rebu
and developing area.

We had a common vision about all the
that we discussed when it comes to diag
the return of terrorism to the Middle
And we talked about the way of counteri
rorism, and we had similar positions and
lar ideas. We discussed the details of our
eration, but the people who are in char
discuss further details about this. Wh
want is for Iraq and the region to be a
work together. And we are working in 
the security level, intelligence level, soc
el; at all the level, we are mobilizing our 
in order to fight Al Qaida, because
scourge for Iraq and the Middle East.

And I told the President that we imp
our relation and are still working on imp
our relation with all the countries in the r
And we are aiming at creating a mode
front in order to fight the sectarian fro
the violence and the terrorism. And this 
important. And we, as Iraqis, will act res
bly at all the necessary levels—political, 
ty, and military—to do so.

We do know that the democratic expe
in Iraq is nascent and fragile, but it wa
very strong. And we need to continue e
ing it and consolidating it, because dem
is very important. We also want to ha
mechanism of democracy such as ele
and we want to hold the elections on t
and the Government is committed to d
alongside with other issues like enhanci
national identity. Democracy needs 
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strong, and we are going to strengthen it be-
cause it only will allow us to fight terrorism.

Shooting at Los Angeles International Airport
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And as the President said, we were in total
agreement when it comes to finding a peaceful
solution to the crisis in Syria, a solution
through dialogue. So we are very supportive of
Geneva II. We want the Syrian people to have
the right to self-determination and to choose
its leader. And also, we want a peaceful solu-
tion to the Iranian nuclear problem. We do
hope to avert nuclear wars in the region, and
we also want to avoid chemical—the use of
chemical weapons because we and the Syrians
suffered a lot from these weapons.

And we will continue with our good rela-
tions, bilateral relations, and with the strategic
framework agreement. We want them to be
strong, and we will continue working on that. 

Thank you very much, Mr. President.
President Obama. Thank you, guys.

Q. Mr. President, anything on the
shooting? Any thoughts on the LAX shoo

The President. Obviously, we’ve been
toring, and we’re concerned about it. B
let the law enforcement folks talk abou
rectly.

All right? Thank you, everybody. Than
guys. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:03 p.m.
Oval Office at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to President Bashar a
of Syria. Prime Minister Maliki referred
proposed Geneva II international conf
on the civil war and sectarian conflict in
Prime Minister Maliki spoke in Arabic, a
remarks were translated by an interprete

Joint Statement by President Obama and Prime Minister Nuri al-Mal
Iraq
November 1, 2013

In their meeting today at the White House,
President Obama and Prime Minister Nouri
al-Maliki reaffirmed the strategic partnership
between the United States and the Republic of
Iraq and pledged to advance common interests
to support a stable, secure, and prosperous
Iraq and Middle East. They also discussed
their shared commitment to enhance coopera-
tion under the Strategic Framework Agree-
ment (SFA). 

The two leaders noted that it has been near-
ly two years since the final American troops de-
parted Iraq and the United States and Iraq en-
tered a new phase of their relationship, based
on mutual respect and a shared commitment
to build a strategic partnership between two
sovereign nations. They recalled the thousands
of Americans and Iraqis who have given their
lives in our common fight against terrorism
and extremism in Iraq. The President and
Prime Minister renewed their determination
to honor the memory and sacrifice of those
killed by strengthening our joint long-term

strategic partnership across the fields c
by the SFA, including security, diplo
trade, education, energy, culture, scienc
justice. 

Following the President’s meeting w
Prime Minister, Vice President Bide
Prime Minister Maliki convened the H
Coordination Committee (HCC). This w
fourth meeting of the HCC since it was
lished in 2008 under the SFA.

Regional Integration

The U.S. and Iraqi delegations dis
Iraq’s position as an emerging democr
the region, leading energy producer, an
tion representing a diversity of social cu
religions, and ethnicities. The Iraqi dele
described the challenges Iraq faces due
geography and the legacy of the former r
after decades of wars and internationa
tion. In this regard, both delegations wel
the full restoration of relations betwee
and Kuwait, expanding energy, securit
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commercial ties with Jordan, and improving re-
lations with Turkey. Both delegations also wel-

charter of social peace signed last month by
political and religious leaders from across Iraq.
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comed ongoing exchanges of high-level visits
with Turkey, as well as a strategic dialogue to
be held later this month between the United
States, Iraq, and other regional partners, with
an emphasis on supporting moderates and iso-
lating extremists in the region.

The Iraqi delegation noted that with seven-
teen Arab embassies open in Baghdad, the
Government of Iraq recently renewed an invi-
tation to other Arab countries to open an em-
bassy as soon as possible. In this regard, the
United States welcomed the participation of
the Iraqi Security Forces in joint exercises with
regional partners over the past six months, in-
cluding the Eager Lion exercise in Jordan, and
surface warfare and mine countermeasures ex-
ercise in Bahrain. The United States pledged
its ongoing diplomatic coordination under the
SFA in these and other areas. 

Countering Al-Qaida Affiliated Groups

The two delegations shared an assessment of
al Qaida affiliated groups threatening Iraq,
with particular emphasis on the Islamic State
of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). 

The Iraqi delegation confirmed a compre-
hensive strategy to isolate ISIL and other ex-
tremist groups through coordinated security,
economic, and political measures. This strategy
includes security operations coordinated with
local officials, and renewed efforts to empower
local security structures, such as the Sons of
Iraq, to mitigate extremist infiltration. Both
sides emphasized—on an urgent basis—the
need for additional equipment for Iraqi forces
to conduct ongoing operations in remote areas
where terrorist camps are located. The Iraqi
delegation stressed its desire to purchase U.S.
equipment as a means of strengthening long-
term institutional ties with the United States,
and confirmed its commitment to ensure strict
compliance with U.S. laws and regulations on
the use of such equipment.

Both delegations further confirmed the
need for aggressive political outreach as a
means to isolate and defeat ISIL and other ex-
tremist networks. They welcomed the national

Both parties welcomed calls to reject vi
and sectarian incitement, and discusse
critical role of religious leaders as a fo
moderation in the region. 

Both delegations also noted the recen
lution from the Iraqi Council of Repre
tives stating that national elections wo
held no later than April 30, 2014. The
delegation confirmed its commitment to
ing these elections on time. Both parti
phasized the importance of the Iraqi g
ment’s determination to hold elections o
and its support to the High Electoral Co
sion to ensure that the elections are we
pared. The United States offered its tec
support in full coordination with the G
ment of Iraq and the United Nations.

Energy

The U.S. and Iraqi delegations reit
the importance of Iraq’s future energy 
development and economic growth so al
is can share equitably from its resour
well as the valuable role that Iraq plays 
viding a steady flow of energy resour
global markets. In this regard, the Iraq
presented Iraq’s new five-year $357 billi
velopment plan and their long-term vis
developing strategic infrastructure tha
vides energy system resilience and new
mercial opportunities, with multiple oil 
routes through the Arabian Gulf, Red Se
Mediterranean. The delegations welcom
opportunity to expand cooperation on e
including steps to advance these proje
the next Energy Joint Coordination Co
tee in early 2014.

Syria

The Iraqi delegation confirmed its s
for the Geneva II process and efforts to 
diplomatic settlement to the ongoing c
in Syria. The United States took note of t
portant role Iraq can play in helping to
conditions conducive to a peaceful p
settlement. The Iraqi delegation expres
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increasing concern about weapons coming into
Iraq from Syria for use against the Iraqi peo-

eration. They noted that twenty-five percent of
their population—nearly 8 million Iraqis—was
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ple, emphasizing the need to take increasing
measures to police its borders and airspace
against the transit of weapons or cargo pro-
scribed by applicable U.N. Security Council
Resolutions, and called on all neighboring
states to cooperate fully. 

Trade

The Iraqi delegation stressed their desire to
harness the U.S. private sector to advance mu-
tual interests in Iraq and the United States.
The delegations noted the signing earlier this
year of the Trade and Investment Framework
Agreement, which will help increase American
exports to Iraq and provide more economic op-
portunities for the Iraqi people. Both delega-
tions welcomed the steady increase in U.S.
companies doing business in Iraq—including
major corporations such as Citibank, Ford,
General Electric, and Boeing. The Iraqi dele-
gation expressed hope that U.S. businesses can
have a prominent role in their country’s rapidly
developing energy, transportation, banking,
and health sectors. In this regard, both delega-
tions looked forward to mutual trade events to
be held over the coming months.

Education and Exchange Programs

The Iraqi delegation discussed their vision
to strengthen their nation through education
and exchange programs with an emerging gen-

born after 2003, and that the Governm
Iraq is determined to give this generatio
cational opportunities inside Iraq and a
including at American colleges and un
ties. Both delegations agreed that the be
to honor our shared sacrifice over the p
cade is to provide these young Iraqis w
portunities never enjoyed by other g
tions. The U.S. delegation noted that 
the SFA and the educational programs
lished through bilateral Joint Coord
Committees, the number of Iraqi st
studying in the United States has gro
nearly 1,000—and that a university fa
month in Baghdad attracted 30 U.S. un
ties and 2,000 Iraqi scholarship students

Conclusion

The two delegations closed the meetin
a shared commitment to increase the nu
of Iraqis studying in the United States, in
tion to strengthening other institution
beyond government-to-government ties
clude cultural, artistic, and scientific ex
es. Both sides again reflected on the sa
that has made this progress possible, whi
ognizing the very serious challenges tha
be confronted together. 

NOTE: An original was not available for
cation of the content of this joint stateme

Statement on the Observance of Diwali
November 1, 2013

For the Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, and Buddhists
celebrating Diwali this weekend, the festival
of lights reaffirms the things in life that matter
most. Dancing, celebration, and good food re-
mind us that life’s greatest joys are the simple
pleasures that come from spending time with
people we love. Contemplation and prayer re-
mind us that that people of all faiths have an
obligation to perform seva, or service to oth-
ers. And the flame of the diya, or lamp, re-

minds us that light will ultimately tr
over darkness. Here in the United Stat
wali also reminds us that our Nation is
to many faiths and traditions, and that o
versity makes us stronger, which I wh
proud that this year Democrats and Re
cans in Congress joined together for th
ever celebration of Diwali on Capito
Over the last 5 years, Michelle and 
been honored to have the chance to o
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this ancient holiday both at the White House
and in India, and we wish all those celebrating

this weekend a happy Diwali and Saal
Mubarak.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the District of Colum
Fiscal Year 2014 Budget Request
November 1, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to my constitutional authority and
as contemplated by section 446 of the District
of Columbia Self-Government and Govern-
mental Reorganization Act as amended in
1989, I am transmitting the District of Colum-
bia’s fiscal year (FY) 2014 Budget and Finan-
cial Plan. This transmittal does not represent
an endorsement of the contents of the D.C.
government’s requests.

The proposed FY 2014 Budget and Fin
Plan reflects the major programmatic obj
of the Mayor and the Council of the Dis
Columbia. For FY 2014, the District est
total revenues and expenditures of $12.2 

Sincerely,

BARACK OB

NOTE: An original was not available for
cation of the content of this letter.

The President’s Weekly Address
November 2, 2013

Hi, everybody. On Thursday, I addressed a
conference for business leaders from around
the world. And my pitch was simple: Choose
America, invest in America, create jobs in
America. It speaks to my top priority as Presi-
dent: growing our economy, creating good
jobs, strengthening security and opportunity
for the middle class.

Over the past 3½ years, our businesses have
created over 7½ million new jobs. And this
week, the Treasury confirmed that since I took
office, we’ve cut our deficits by more than half.
But we have more work to do. We need to
grow and create more good jobs faster. That’s
my driving focus. And I’ll go anywhere and do
anything to make it happen.

That has to be Washington’s driving focus as
well. But I know that what you often hear out
of Washington can sound like Charlie Brown’s
teacher: a jumble of unfocused noise that’s out
of touch with the things you care about. So to-
day I want to cut through that noise and talk
plainly about what we should do right now to
keep growing this economy and creating new
jobs.

It begins by ending what has done
than anything else to undermine our ec
over the past few years, and that’s the co
cycle of manufactured crises and self-in
wounds. I was glad to hear the Repu
leader in the Senate say this week tha
won’t pursue another Government shu
or threaten another default on our deb
cause we shouldn’t be injuring ourselves
few months, we should be investing i
selves.

And one way to do that is through th
get that Congress started working o
week. Now, budgets can be a boring top
pecially on the weekend. But they can a
revealing because they expose what our 
ties are as a country for everybody to see

Think about it. We can keep wasteful 
rate tax giveaways that working folks don
or we could close those loopholes and u
money to pay for things that actually 
jobs. We can keep harmful cuts to edu
programs or we could give more kids a
Start, hire more teachers in math and s
and help more kids afford a college edu
We can keep doling out corporate wel
230-207_Text_.pdf   434 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Nov. 3

1207

big oil companies or we could keep investing in
the renewable energy that creates jobs and

that helps us grow. Investing in science and
technology, research that keeps our businesses

t’s vital
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Priorities. Choices. That’s what this is about.

And the stakes for the middle class couldn’t be
higher. If we don’t pick the right priorities
now, make the right choices now, we could
hinder growth and opportunity for decades
and leave our children with something less.

That includes the obsession with cutting just
for the sake of cutting. That hasn’t helped our
economy grow, it’s held it back.

Remember, our deficits are getting smaller,
not bigger. On my watch, they’re falling at the
fastest pace in 60 years. So that gives us room
to fix our long-term debt problems without
sticking it to young people or undermining our
bedrock retirement and health security pro-
grams or ending basic research that helps us
grow.

Here’s the bottom line. Congress should
pass a budget that cuts things we don’t need
and closes wasteful tax loopholes that don’t
help create jobs so that we can free up resourc-
es for the things that actually do create jobs
and growth.

Building new roads and bridges and schools
and airports, that creates jobs. Educating our
kids and our workers for a global economy,

and our military on the cutting edge, tha
for our economic future.

So the question isn’t between grow
fiscal responsibility. We need both. The
tion can’t be how much more we can c
got to be how many more jobs we can 
how many more kids we can educate, an
much more shared prosperity we can gen

Because in America, our economy d
grow from the top down. It grows fro
middle class out. And as long as I am
dent, our national mission will remain bu
an America where everyone belongs a
eryone who works hard has a chance 
ahead.

Thanks, everybody, and have a great
end.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 4:35 p.m. on November 1 in th
Room at the White House for broadc
November 2. In the address, the Presid
ferred to Senate Minority Leader A. M
McConnell. The transcript was made av
by the Office of the Press Secretary on N
ber 1, but was embargoed for release 
a.m. on November 2.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally for Gubernatorial Candidate Terenc
McAuliffe in Arlington, Virginia
November 3, 2013

The President. Terry McAuliffe. Hey! Hello,
Washington-Lee! Hello, Virginia! How are you
doing? Are you fired up? 

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to vote on

Tuesday?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Well, it is good to be back in

Virginia with the next Governor of the great
Commonwealth of Virginia, Terry McAuliffe.

Now, let me just say, before I start saying
nice things about Terry—[laughter]—that, like
me, he married up. [Laughter] Those of you
who have had a chance to meet Dorothy know

that Terry clearly was very persisten
whatever he did, it worked. And as a 
quence, they’ve got unbelievable childre
are doing outstanding things on their ow
are also on the campaign trail. So please
up for the family because they make som
sacrifices. And Dorothy is going to be a
First Lady of the Commonwealth.

I want to thank Terry for the introd
Over the last few weeks, a lot of peopl
been coming out and campaigning for 
and I was tired of having other people h
the fun—[laughter]—Bill Clinton and 
Washington and all these folks. And I th
230-207_Text_.pdf   435 10/18/18   3:42 PM
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I want to get in on the action. And so did Joe
Biden, who I understand is going to be out

have people stay at home when so much is at
stake. I hope you’re ready to fight for Terry,
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here tomorrow doing some campaigning.
Mr. McAuliffe. Yes.
The President. But we’ve also got some folks

here who are doing outstanding work in their
own right, and I want to acknowledge them.
They’re fighting every single day for you. First
of all, your wonderful Senator and former Gov-
ernor, Mark Warner. Three outstanding Mem-
bers of Congress who are fighting for you every
single day: Gerry Connolly, Jim Moran, Bobby
Scott. Your next Lieutenant Governor, Ralph
Northam. And your next attorney general,
Mark Herring in the house.

So you’ve got an all-star team here. There
are no weak links. Everybody is ready to work
on behalf of Virginia. But obviously, at the top
of the ticket is this man. And so let me just say
a few things about Terry.

First of all, I think it’s clear that he’s not shy.
[Laughter] This is a man who knows how to
work, and he knows how to push through ob-
stacles. And he cares deeply about the oppor-
tunities that this country has given him, and he
wants to make sure that those opportunities
are there for everybody, not just for a few. He
knows what it’s like to work hard and struggle
to get ahead.

You may know that Terry started his own
business when he was 14. He started 42 all to-
gether [He’s been in business 42 years all to-
gether],* but the first one was when he was 14,
paving driveways to help pay for college. And
he’s brought that same grit and that same de-
termination to everything he’s done, from pub-
lic service to business, to being a husband and
a father to the extraordinary children of the
McAuliffe family.

So he knows what it’s like to work hard. And
when it comes to creating good jobs, when it
comes to investing in education, when it comes
to giving more Virginians the opportunities
that they deserve, Terry understands what
folks are going through. He knows how to get
things done. And that’s why I hope you guys
are fired up on Tuesday, because we cannot

because he’s ready to fight for you for th
4 years.

And this election is going to say a lot
Virginia’s future and about the countr
ture. It’s only been a few years since w
through a punishing recession. Jobs wer
Too many people lost their homes, thei
rity, their savings, including a lot of folk
in Virginia. Now, thanks to some tough
sions that we made, we’re in a much di
place. Over the past 3½ years, we’ve c
more than 7½ million new jobs. Our d
have been cut by more than half since I
into office. Health care costs are slowin
housing market is rebounding. The Am
auto industry is back on the move.

So we’ve made progress, but what Te
derstands, what everybody on this tick
derstands, is that there’s still too man
out there who are hurting, too many fa
who are struggling, too many people w
in the middle class that worry that may
life chances of their children won’t be a
as theirs, and too many folks not yet in th
dle class who no matter how hard they
don’t feel like those ladders of opportun
still there for them.

And that’s what this election is about.
what the great political contest in this c
is all about. Are we going to put in plac
cies that make sure that anybody in this
try, no matter what you look like, no 
where you come from, no matter who yo
that people can make it if they try here
United States of America? And are we g
give each other the support that people
to succeed? That’s what’s at stake.

So that’s been my priority as Presid
grow the economy, to create good jobs, t
broad-based prosperity. Because Ameri
always succeeded when everybody suc
That’s good for folks at the top and go
folks at the bottom. When everybody h
opportunity to get a good job if they’re 
to work hard, that’s good for business

 * White House correction.
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cause now they’ve got more customers. Every-
body does well when our growth is from the

not how you govern and that is not how you
move America forward.
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middle out and from the bottom up, not just
from the top down.

And Terry understands that. That’s what I
focus on every day. That’s what Terry will fo-
cus on when he’s Governor.

Now, as has been pointed out, unfortunate-
ly, that doesn’t seem to be the focus of too
many folks on the other side of the aisle. You
know, no party has a monopoly on wisdom.
And I’m a Democrat, and I’m proud to be a
Democrat, but historically, in our two-party
system, there’s always been the capacity for
folks on both sides of the aisle to work and find
compromise on issues like the environment or
issues like building roads and educating our
workforce and funding basic research. There’s
been a broad consensus that these are things
that are important for America to do.

But lately, instead of rolling up their sleeves
and working on the things that we can agree on
together, you’ve seen an extreme faction of the
Republican Party that has shown again and
again and again that they’re willing to highjack
the entire party—and the country and the
economy—and grind progress to an absolute
halt if they don’t get a hundred percent of what
they want. 

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Now, this isn’t just specula-

tion. We just saw it last month. Here in Virgin-
ia, you felt the pain of the first Government
shutdown in 17 years. And there aren’t a lot of
States that felt more of the pain than folks right
here in Virginia. Paychecks were delayed.
Families were forced to go without the services
that they depended on. Business owners took it
on the chin when customers cut back on their
own spending.

And as Terry mentioned, his opponent says
he’s perfectly happy with it. Now he says it’s in
the rearview mirror. Well, it can’t be in the
rearview mirror if this is your operative theory
of politics. If you embrace the very politics that
led to this shutdown, then I guarantee you, it’s
not in the rearview mirror of voters in Virginia.
They remember. They understand that that is

This isn’t a game. And there are ve
consequences when you operate ideolo
the way some of these folks do. There ar
tical consequences when you operate th
And Terry understands that. During the
down, he called on Speaker Boehner to
up to the Tea Party, reopen the Gover
so Virginians could go back to work. He
up for you. Instead of joining him, Terr
ponent sided with the people who woul
er hurt folks to make a point. Rather tha
down, Terry’s opponent doubled down.

Well, Virginia, look, I know sometime
in Congress can get away with acting irr
sibly, acting like compromise is a bad
Maybe it’s good for their political pro
maybe it’s good for their political distri
you cannot afford to have a Governor
thinking the same way. The Governo
that’s a practical job. That’s about makin
schools are funded. That’s about makin
that roads are built. That’s about makin
that research is funded, that universiti
operating at full capacity. That’s what a G
nor does. They can’t afford to be ideol
They’ve got to be able to work with eve
and compromise and get the job done
that’s who Terry McAuliffe is, and that
you’ve got to vote for him on Tuesday.

When hard-working families come l
for some support, when communities
looking for a way to create new jobs in th
ea, when folks are looking for some job tr
that can actually get them into that new
try that is growing here in Virginia, 
looking to the Governor. And the Go
can’t be waving around a whole bunch o
ries that have nothing to do with people
nary lives. It’s got to be somebody who i
and understands them, is willing to wo
them. 

That’s what Mark Warner did. That’
Tim Kaine did. And that’s what Terry M
liffe will do. He is part of that legacy.

And by the way, that’s why you’ve 
many Republican business men and w
Republican mayors and State legislators
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of whom never supported a Democrat before,
who are stepping up in this race and saying,

that we’re not only investing in energy sources
of the past, but also energy sources of the fu-
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Terry McAuliffe is the right man for the job.
They understand that the job of Governor is
not tearing stuff down, it is building folks up,
building communities up, moving forward,
bringing people together. And they know that
Terry can do that.

So we—this is all about moving forward. It’s
not about going backwards. It’s about building,
not destroying. And, Virginia, I’m asking you to
choose progress. Because the truth is, what’s
holding us back right now is not a lack of good
ideas. I’ve got to tell you, I spend a lot of time
on policy, and I’m in a lot of meetings, and
there are some very tough problems that the
world faces and that the country faces, but so
much of what needs to be done for us to make
progress is right there. Everybody knows what
it is. Everybody understands what we need.

For example, here in Virginia, if we invest in
our roads and our bridges, if all across the
country we invest in our ports and our infra-
structure, we can put more people back to
work right now. We can strengthen our econo-
my in the long term. That is not a Republican
or a Democratic idea, that’s just common
sense. We’ve done it in the past; we can do it
again. And Terry has got a plan to make it hap-
pen right here in Virginia.

We know—the research has been done—if
we invest in early childhood education and ev-
ery young person, when they go to school, they
are already ready to learn and they’re getting
the support that they need, that you see drastic
improvement and that those young people be-
come productive citizens. We know that. Terry
understands it. That’s not Democrat or Repub-
lican, that’s common sense. Let’s make those
investments.

We know that if we make sure that college is
affordable for young people, those States that
educate their workforce, they’re going to at-
tract more companies, more businesses. We
know that. It’s not a Democratic or Republican
idea, that’s common sense. Terry understands
that.

We know that there’s no contradiction be-
tween a smart energy policy that makes sure

ture; that we’re caring for our environme
we’re thinking about what kind of legacy
leaving to our children and we can stil
and be at the cutting edge of those c
here in Virginia and all across the countr
ry understands that.

We know that investing in basic res
science, makes sense for America. It 
has. And, Virginia, part of the reason wh
ginia has grown so much during your lif
is because this has been a centerpiece
search and development, particularly u
in Northern Virginia. We’ve seen it.

So that makes our economy work bett
makes our businesses thrive and allows th
compete all across the world. It makes o
itary outstanding. That innovative drive
part of what makes America special.

Now, Terry’s opponent, I guess he’s g
er ideas in mind. But I can tell you, we w
create jobs when you focus on things l
tacking Social Security. Now, that doesn
ate jobs. It doesn’t create jobs when you
ter scientists and you try to offer your o
ternative theories of how things work—[
ter]—and engage in litigation around stu
isn’t political. It has to do with what’s t
has to do with facts. You don’t argue with

You don’t create jobs and help the pe
Virginia by trying to restrict the healt
choices that women make. Women are c
of making those choices by themselves.
not going to create jobs. Trying to cut of
ing for Planned Parenthood, that’s not 
thing that will grow our economy. Tha
going to help middle class families get 
It doesn’t even help—it sure doesn’t help
ing sure that our daughters have the sam
portunities as our sons. That’s not—[app

So look, here’s the bottom line. You d
a Governor who wants to move this Com
wealth forward, not backwards; a Go
who believes that we’re better than the k
ideological politics that we see all too
somebody who understands that even
don’t agree on everything, there’s no rea
can’t make progress on the issues that 
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agree on—and by the way, that we can dis-
agree without being disagreeable.

The President. Are you willing to talk to your
friends and your neighbors and your cowork-
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Now, Terry McAuliffe will be that Gover-
nor. And you know that. Otherwise, you
wouldn’t be at this rally. Right? You know that
Terry is the right man for the job. That’s why
you’ve devoted so much time and energy and
effort to get him elected, because you want
somebody in the statehouse who is going to be
waking up every single day thinking about you.

But here’s the thing: You’ve got to finish the
job. You are just a few hours away from when
the polls open here in the Commonwealth.
And—I know Terry feels this—nothing makes
me more nervous than when my supporters
start feeling too confident, so I want to put the
fear of God in all of you. [Laughter] All right?
Virginia, historically, has always been a swing
State. And this race will be close, because past
races in Virginia have always been close. And
the question is going to be whether or not you
are willing to outwork the other side.

In these closing hours, are you willing to
knock on some more doors?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you willing to make some

more phone calls? 
Audience members. Yes!

ers?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you willing to mak

that those family members who don’t 
vote during off-year elections are getting
polls? Are you willing to make your case
single hour, every single minute, every
second? Are you going to be willing to ou
and outhustle the other folks? Because 
antee you Terry McAuliffe is going to b
working and outhustling the other guy ov
next few hours.

You can bring this home. You can ma
happen. But you’ve got to make sure th
erybody goes out on Tuesday and cho
better future for Virginia and chooses a
future for America and chooses Terry M
liffe to be the next Governor of the great
monwealth of Virginia!

Thank you very much, everybody. Go
you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:28 p
Washington-Lee High School. In his re
he referred to Dori, Jack, Mary, Sally, and
McAuliffe, children of Mr. McAuliffe
Kerry Washington; and Republican gube
rial candidate Kenneth T. Cuccinelli of V

Remarks Honoring the 2013 Stanley Cup Champion Chicago Blackhaw
November 4, 2013

The President. Please, everybody, have a
seat. It is my pleasure to welcome back the
Chicago Blackhawks to the White House. We
have some very proud Blackhawks fans here. A
couple I want to point out in particular: Sena-
tor Dick Durbin from Illinois and Congress-
man Mike Quigley, who actually still has an old
man’s hockey game that he’s in all the time.
[Laughter] Any false teeth, Mike? Just a cou-
ple, all right. But this guy is a serious hockey
player. So Mike Quigley.

Now, since I took office, we’ve hosted a lot
of championship teams from Boston and New
York, Pittsburgh, Miami, but since I’ve been
President, only one team has brought a world

championship to my hometown of Ch
And now the Blackhawks have done it
[Applause] Twice!

Three years ago, the Hawks won the
Stanley Cup in 49 years. And keep in min
Cubs have been waiting for 105—[laugh
so 49 might have not seemed so bad. Bu
ly, the second Stanley Cup came just a li
quicker.

From the very beginning of last s
when these guys won their first six gam
row, we had a feeling that this was a te
the move. And we were right.

With Coach Q behind the bench, 
dominated the regular season. In the pl
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Captain Jonathan Toews led the team all the
way for the second time, and he’s still only, by

And when I had a chance to have some of our
wounded warriors in the room with these guys
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the way, 25 years old. Now, I don’t remember
everything I was doing when I was 25, but I
wasn’t doing that. [Laughter] That I’m pretty
certain of. Incredible leadership on his part.

Patrick Kane, the playoff MVP, helped to
send this team to the finals in an incredible
double overtime. I will say, some of the games
were just stressful though. [Laughter] I was
getting a little tense

Duncan Keith had an interesting first round:
scored a goal in game three. Then he flew
home to Chicago to be with his wife for the
birth of their son Colton. Then, he flew back to
Minneapolis the same day, arrived 2 hours be-
fore the drop of the puck, helped lead the team
to a win that put them up 3 to 1 in the series.
And about 6 weeks later, Colton may have be-
come the youngest person ever to be hoisted
by the Cup. [Laughter] That hadn’t been hap-
pening before.

Finally, we’ve got Bryan Bickell and Dave
Bolland. With less than 2 minutes left in game
six of the finals—the Hawks down by just one
goal—teamed up to score two goals in just 17
seconds to bring the Cup back to Chicago—17
seconds. Now, that’s the kind of clutch perfor-
mance that would make Jordan proud, which is
why the statue was wearing a Blackhawks jer-
sey, I think, during the playoffs.

So this team is a great example of what Chi-
cago is all about. It’s not just, by the way, be-
cause of what they’ve done on the ice. In game
six, Andrew Shaw got hit in the face by a puck.
It earned him more than a few stitches, but af-
ter the game, he decided to make the best of a
painful situation. When those stitches came
out, he auctioned every one of them off.
[Laughter] Now, it does raise the question,
like, who’s buying sutures? [Laughter] Right?
Somebody bid on this stuff. He raised almost
$20,000 for the V Foundation to help cancer
research.

And he’s not the only guy with a big heart
back here. This morning the entire team paid a
visit to our wounded warriors of Walter Reed,
helping to raise the spirits of men and women
who have sacrificed so much for this country.

beforehand, I said, I love the Blackha
love all my sports teams, but obvious
best team, our most important team are
folks who every day serve us in unifor
keep us free. So we really just are grat
them.

So these are not just good hockey p
they are good guys. And that helps expla
2 million Chicago fans came out to Gran
to celebrate bringing home the Cup. Sp
of Grant Park, we were originally going
Corey Crawford say a few words to
[laughter]—but we thought we’d kee
family event family friendly. [Laughte
guys have been hanging out with Rahm 
uel too much. [Laughter] 

So congratulations again to the Black
To the Bulls, Bears, Cubs, White Sox—
term limited, so you guys have got to ge
ing. I need to see you here soon. Cham
ships belong in Chicago. So, to the 
hawks, thank you for bringing it back 
Thanks for bringing the Stanley Cup. 

Chairman Wirtz, do you want to say
thing?

Chairman W. Rockwell Wirtz. Than
Mr. President. On behalf of the C
Blackhawks, thank you for this incredibl
or. I can assure you, these fine players, 
ning with Captain Jonathan Toews, will
take these visits for granted. You can be
the way that these players play for your
team—hockey team.

More than that, they are gifted athlet
not only win championships, but go a lon
in breaking gridlock if you allow them
Congress. [Laughter]

The President. That’s true. I should
hockey stick—during the shutdown—[
ter]—I should have just seen how that w

Mr. Wirtz. But thank you once ag
behalf of the team and our fans, and 
accept this jersey as a gesture for our
tude.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m.
East Room at the White House. In 
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marks, he referred to Joel Quenneville, head
coach, Jonathan Toews, Dave Bolland, and An-

go Blackhawks; Kelly-Rae Keith, wife, and
Colton Keith, son, of Mr. Keith; Michael Jor-
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drew Shaw, centers, Patrick Kane, right wing,
Duncan Keith, defenseman, Bryan Bickell, left
wing, and Corey Crawford, goaltender, Chica-

dan, former guard, National Basketball A
ation’s Chicago Bulls; and Mayor Ra
Emanuel of Chicago, IL. 

Remarks at the Organizing for Action Obamacare Summit
November 4, 2013

Hello, everybody! Hey! Thank you, every-
body. Have a seat, have a seat. [Applause] Hey!
It is good to see you. And thank you to—give
Leslie a big round of applause for the wonder-
ful introduction. Leslie is an example of folks
on the ground who are just working day in, day
out, through rain and—I guess no snow in
Florida, but—[laughter]—rain or hot sun. But
it’s just a real honor to have somebody like
Leslie introduce me, because that’s what not
only our health reform effort is all about, but
that’s what our politics is all about. She’s just a
great example, as are all of you.

I want to thank two leaders who have been
working really hard to do the same on behalf of
people that they serve. First of all, Governor
Deval Patrick in Massachusetts, who we love.
And Congressman Eliot Engel, who’s been do-
ing outstanding work. Give Eliot a big round of
applause.

And I am proud to be with all of you. Some
of your groups who are represented here have
made access to affordable health care your
mission. That’s what you do. You’ve been orga-
nizing, even before I was President, because
you understood how important it was. Some of
you have made this the cause of your lives. So
today I’m here to simply say thank you. We
could not have passed this law without you,
and we’re not going to be able to get the job
done without you.

It was 5 years ago today that I had the honor
of being elected President. Some of you re-
member, I had no gray hair—[laughter]—and
Malia came up to here—[laughter]—and Sa-
sha was about here. And across so many fronts,
we’ve made just incredible progress. In other
areas, we’ve still got more work to do. But
there’s not a day that goes by that I am not in-

credibly humbled by this extraordinary
lege to be able to serve the American pe

And it fills me with resolve—every 
meet folks like you each and every day,
me with resolve—to make sure that ever
ute, every hour of every day that I’m in t
fice, I am working hard to make sure tha
lives and your children’s lives and gran
dren’s lives are just a little bit better.

Audience member. Thank you!
The President. And during the camp

made you a promise. I promised that 
end of my first term, I would have 
health care reform into law. I would
signed that bill. And thanks to your he
did that. We got it done.

Now, let’s face it, a lot of us didn’t 
that passing the law was the easy part. [L
ter] But there’s been so much noise 
much misinformation and this incredible
nized effort to block the notion that eve
should have affordable health care i
country that I think it’s important for us 
back and take a look at what’s already be
complished, because a lot of times, it d
make news. Controversies make new
what’s happened quietly across the c
over the last 3 years hasn’t got a lot of
tion. In fact, a lot of the people who are
fiting don’t even know it.

Because of you, the insurance marke
has the strongest consumer protection
this country has ever known: no more di
nating against kids with preexisting cond
no more dropping your policy when y
sick, no more lifetime limits on the ca
you can receive. All of that and more is 
a new patient’s bill of rights that’s smack
the middle of the Affordable Care Act, a
helping people right now.
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Because of you, there are 3 million young
adults under the age of 26 that are getting cov-

price even further. For a young person who’s
trying several jobs until they find that one that
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erage by staying on their parent’s plan right
now, including Leslie’s son. That happened be-
cause of you. Because of you, millions of se-
niors on Medicare have saved hundreds of dol-
lars on their prescription medicine. It’s already
happened. They may not be aware of it, but
that’s already taking place. They’re saving
money because of the work that you did.

More than a hundred million Americans
have gotten free preventive care like mammo-
grams and contraceptive care with no copays.
That’s all part of the law. Because of you, mil-
lions of Americans will soon know the security
of health care, in some cases for the first time,
in States where Governors have chosen to ex-
pand Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act.
Arkansas has covered almost 14 percent of its
uninsured already. Think about that: Fourteen
percent of the uninsured in Arkansas are al-
ready covered just because of the work that
you did. Oregon has covered 10 percent of its
uninsured already. [Applause] Got some Ore-
gon folks in the house. [Laughter]

The—and what’s been encouraging is,
you’ve got some conservative Republican Gov-
ernors who, in some cases, have put aside poli-
tics to do the same. They’ve recognized, this is
too good a deal for the people of our State for
us to pass up even if it’s not convenient politics
for us. And I’m proud of them for doing that.
And I hope more will too. Because nobody de-
serves to be denied health care because of pol-
itics.

And because of you, the Affordable Care
Act created new marketplaces where Ameri-
cans without health care and Americans who
buy it on their own can shop and buy quality
private insurance plans. Insurers in the mar-
ketplace can no longer use your medical histo-
ry to charge you more. If you’ve got a preexist-
ing condition, they’ve got to take you. Folks
who’ve been sick have finally the same chance
to buy quality, affordable health care as every-
body else. And that’s happening because of
you.

A lot of folks are going to qualify for new tax
credits that will immediately bring down the

sticks, that means they’re going to be a
buy insurance that gives them the freed
pursue the careers that they want witho
that an illness or an accident will dera
dreams.

And most of the young people in this
try who don’t have health insurance cur
they’re going to be able to get it for les
their cell phone bill, less than their cab
That’s happening because of you.

So it’s important sometimes to just ste
and say, all that stuff is already happen
lot of it got underreported, kind of crept
people. And as we move forward, you’ve
keep that in mind.

Now, there have been some tough
let’s face it. The truth of the matter is, 
while ultimately, healthcare.gov, the web
going to be the easiest place to shop f
buy these new plans—and it’s getting
and more stable—it’s not where it need
yet. I’m not happy about it, as you might
ine. [Laughter] I’m not happy about it, b
I know that people need health care and
the right place to get it.

I know you’re not happy about it beca
long as the website is not working the 
should, it makes it harder for you to help
get covered. And that’s unacceptable, a
taking responsibility to make sure that 
fixed. And it will be fixed. We’re working
time to get it fixed.

But in the meantime, as you go back t
home States, I just want to remind eve
that they can still apply for coverage by 
by mail, in person. There was a time wh
Internet didn’t exist. [Laughter] It wasn
long ago. A lot of programs like Medica
don’t operate electronically. And so the
ways for us to still work to make sure tha
ple are getting the opportunity to buy 
able, quality health care.

And remember, we’re only 1 month in
month open enrollment period. Eve
who wants to get insurance through th
ketplace, they’ll be able to get it. It’s no
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this is a 1-day sale or something. [Laughter]
Right? So we’ve just got to keep on working.

Now, if you have or had one of these plans
before the Affordable Care Act came into law
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Now, the other news that people have fo-
cused on lately has to do with notices that
some Americans have gotten from their insur-
ance companies suggesting that, because of the
Affordable Care Act, they may be losing the
plan that they bought. Now, while virtually ev-
ery insurer is offering new, better plans and
competing for these folks’ business, I realize
that can be scary for people if they just get
some notice like that. So we’ve got to make
sure that we’re getting them the right informa-
tion.

Remember that one of the reasons that we
took up health care reform was not just to help
the uninsured, but also the underinsured or
the badly insured. People forget how unfair
and unaffordable the status quo has been for
millions of Americans, millions of hard-work-
ing families who live in constant fear that just
one illness or accident could cost them their
home or their life savings. Sometimes, by the
way, they don’t know how vulnerable they are
because when you look at the fine print, it
turns out that a whole bunch of things that
people think are covered aren’t covered. We
know because we heard the stories of people
saying, I’d been paying premiums all these
years, and suddenly, I found out that I’ve got
all these out-of-pocket expenses that I can’t af-
ford, and I’m going broke. That’s part of what
health care reform was about. We did this to
put an end to the days when the individual
market had almost no standards, when every
year thousands of Americans would be
dropped from their coverage.

People are acting like this is some new phe-
nomenon. Every year, there was churn in this
individual market. The average increase was
double digits on premiums in this same mar-
ket, with or without affordable—the Afford-
able Care Act. People were getting oftentimes
a very bad deal. And as a consequence, what
you had is Americans who’d be dropped from
coverage, exposed to massive double-digit pre-
mium increases, or most frequently, they’d just
be denied access altogether because of some
preexisting condition.

and you really like that plan, what we sa
you could keep it if it hasn’t changed sin
law was passed. So we wrote into the A
able Care Act, you’re grandfathered in o
plan.

But if the insurance company chan
then what we’re saying is, they’ve got to c
it to a higher standard. They’ve got to m
better. They’ve got to improve the qua
the plan that they’re selling. That’s part
promise that we made too. That’s why w
out of our way to make sure that the 
lowed for grandfathering, but if we h
lowed these old plans to be downgrad
sold to new enrollees once the law had a
passed, then we would have broken an
more important promise: making sur
Americans gain access to health car
doesn’t leave them one illness away from
cial ruin.

So the bottom line is, is that we are m
the insurance market better for ever
And that’s the right thing to do. That
right thing to do.

So today, that promise means that
plan in the marketplace has to cover a c
of minimum benefits, like maternity ca
preventive care, mental health care, pr
tion drug benefits, hospitalization. Pree
conditions like allergies or heartburn—[
ter]—can’t be an excuse for you being c
more. Being a woman can’t be used as 
cuse to be charged more.

Which means if you couldn’t afford co
before for a child with asthma, well, no
covered. If you’re one of the one in five A
cans with a mental illness, you’re cove
you’re a young couple that’s expecting a
congratulations. [Laughter] And by th
you’re covered. [Laughter]

So we should encourage any America
gets one of these letters to shop around
new marketplace. Now, I recognize tha
while the website isn’t working as fas
needs to, that makes it tougher and that
it scarier for folks. We want them imme
to get the information that they ne
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understand they’ve got more competition and
more options.

So I don’t want any of you to ever lose sight
of why we got involved in this thing in the first
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Now, insurers are offering these new op-
tions, and they don’t just want to keep their
current policyholders, they want to cover the
uninsured too. And because of the competition
between insurers and the new health care tax
credits, most people will be able to buy better
plans for the same price or even cheaper than
what they’ve gotten before.

Now, some Americans with higher incomes
will pay more on the front end for better insur-
ance with better benefits and better protec-
tions that could eventually help them a lot,
even if right now they’d rather be paying less.
But nobody is going to lose their right to health
insurance coverage. Nobody can be dropped
altogether. Those days are over. They’re not
coming back. That happened because of the
work that you did.

So the—[applause]. Look, here’s the bottom
line. I don’t need to tell any of you because
you’ve been on the frontlines on this. Change
isn’t easy, period. Change in this area is espe-
cially hard because it touches on everybody.
Everybody’s lives are impacted and it’s a very
personal issue. And when you’re undertaking
something this big, this important, like health
care reform, we knew we were going to get re-
sistance. Maybe not—[laughter]—to the same
degree as we’ve gotten. But there’s a reason
why this hasn’t gotten done before.

And by the way, there’s a reason why the op-
ponents of this law throughout have never
been able to actually offer a better alternative.
Right? Initially, they said they would. [Laugh-
ter] But they didn’t, because they understand
that it’s hard. But when the unexpected hap-
pens, when the unanticipated happens, we’re
just going to work on it, and we’re going to fix
things that aren’t working the way they should
be. We’re going to smooth this thing out, and
we’re just going to keep on going. We are go-
ing to keep on going because it is too important
to too many people, not just in this generation,
but in future generations. And we’ve got to
make sure that we stay on track to make this
work.

place. We did it for every mother who w
perate because of a child with a pree
condition. We did it for every hard-w
American who was forced to give up th
surance and hang his or her fortun
chance. We did it for the same reason th
lie did: because of our own experien
heartbreak under a broken health care s
We decided we need to build somethin
ter, no matter how hard it is.

And here’s the thing: Every day, the
new stories to tell. I hear them every
day. And I know you do too: when yo
folks enroll for new plans; when you
small-business owners cover their work
the first time; when you help a young w
get the coverage that she deserves.

A couple weeks ago, I got a letter fro
frey Huff, Lexington, Kentucky. Cur
Jeffrey and his girlfriend pay $1,500 a mo
cover their family of six. Once the mark
es opened, his girlfriend went online, en
in a new plan that will cut their month
by more than half, drop their deductibl
$3,000 to $500.

So he told me in his letter that it “br
life back into our family. We can’t wai
January 1.” He said if he could give on
sage to the American people, it’s th
works. Obamacare is working for people

Now, stories—let’s face it, stories lik
frey’s may not get all the media attentio
they’re why we did this. They’re what
fighting for. And I know you hear them 
I’m asking all of you to go out there and
these stories far and wide. Because it’s n
new to have a bunch of folks spreadin
and misinformation and confusion and
cism about this law; we’ve been facing t
4 years. We’re used to that.

What’s new is that today, there are A
cans with health care for the very firs
Today, there are Americans whose live
been saved by preventive care tha
wouldn’t have gotten before. Today, the
Americans who can breathe easy again
from the crushing fear that an illness o
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dent means they lose everything. So the rheto-
ric of reform is becoming the reality of reform.

For over a century, folks have argued that in
this country, the security of affordable health
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And we’re not going back.
So just remember this: I have run my last

political campaign, but I’ll tell you what,
we’ve—I’ve got one more campaign in me: the
campaign to make sure that this law works for
every single person in America. And I’m asking
for your help. I need your help to implement
this law. I need your help to educate folks
about this law. I—you need to keep knocking
on doors and making phone calls and traveling
all across your States.

care is a privilege. It’s not a privilege, 
right. We are making that right a reali
we’ve got to make sure that all of you sta
and you’re going to have me every step
way.

God bless you, everybody. God bless A
ca.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:58 p.m.
St. Regis Washington, D.C. hotel. In 
marks, he referred to Leslie Sheffield, 
teer, Organizing for Action, and her son 

Remarks at an Organizing for Action Dinner
November 4, 2013

Thank you, everybody! Thank you. Every-
body, have a seat, have a seat.

Jim claims that he always gives short intro-
ductions. That is not true. [Laughter] That’s
why I walked out here with him, to keep him
on point. [Laughter] But I can’t thank Jim
enough for everything that he’s done. He and I
were just reminiscing a little bit backstage.
Somebody had brought for me to sign a New
York Times article—New York Times Maga-
zine—dated November 2011. And it was
some—it has a picture of me on the cover and
some numbers and it says, “Is Obama Toast?”
[Laughter] And so Jim had that blown up, and
I’m signing that as well. [Laughter]

A couple other people I want to thank: Jon
Carson, who does extraordinary work every
day; we love Jon. We miss him over at the
White House, but he is in the right place be-
cause he’s one of the best organizers I have ev-
er met—of anything. And he is doing just
great, great work with OFA.

And then two elected officials—I see Con-
gressman Eliot Engel here, who is doing a
great job on behalf of his district back in New
York. And then somebody who is not just a
great colleague, but a great friend. When De-
val—Deval and I have sort of hopscotched a
little bit, because initially, I met Deval because
he came into Chicago to campaign for me
when I was still running for the U.S. Senate.

And we had a mutual friend who intro
us. And Deval, who had worked at the 
Department and had some modest cel
but also was just good-looking and sm
people like to hear him talk—[laughte
he came and did a little fundraiser for m
so then I won the Senate race. And then
in the Senate, and one day, he comes by
it, and he says, “I’m thinking about runn
Governor.” He said, “You’ve won a Senat
how hard can this be?” [Laughter]

And so then he ran a historic race for G
nor. And then when I decided to run for
dent, I sought his counsel and advice
there’s nobody who I’m not just more fo
but who I actually think is a better pub
vant anywhere in the country, than the G
nor of Massachusetts. So Deval Patrick.

So because I’ve got a bunch of friend
I’m not going to give a big windup. I w
basically spend some time in conversat
we usually do when we get together. I
make a couple of points.

Number one, the work that we’ve do
year has been challenging, to say the lea
cause of a Congress that has been resis
everything. And I know that sometime
causes great frustration, even when ther
a Government shutdown. But what I w
just remind people of is that this Gover
is an enormous enterprise, and so e
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sometimes we see ourselves getting stymied at
the congressional level, at the administrative

in this country can get affordable health care.
And we’re going to be driving down health care
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level, in the work that we’re doing, all kinds of
changes are happening. Whether it’s on cli-
mate change or education or speeding up ser-
vices to veterans or making sure that we are
creating the kind of job training programs that
are going to put people back to work or making
your tax dollars work more effectively to re-
build our infrastructure in this country, we’re
accomplishing a lot of stuff.

It doesn’t always get publicity, partly be-
cause a lot of times it’s not controversial. But
slowly, surely, we keep on making progress on
the things that you care very deeply about. And
I want you guys to understand that and know
that.

Number two, obviously, we’ve been very
frustrated—I, personally, have been frustrat-
ed—with the problems around the website on
health care. And it’s inexcusable, and there are
a whole range of things that we’re going to
need to do once we get this fixed: to talk about
Federal procurement when it comes to IT and
how that’s organized. But the model of provid-
ing health insurance for all Americans and us-
ing not just what government can do, but also
private sector competition and choice, that
model is working.

We have in most States massively expanded
the choices that people have available, and be-
cause of competition and these insurers having
to chase after folks’ business, premiums are
lower, the deals are better, and people ulti-
mately are going to be benefiting greatly across
the board. And the website will get fixed.

So there are going to be challenges and
bumps along this path—we always knew there
would be—because we are not only initiating
one of the largest changes in one of the largest
sectors of our economy in history, but we’re do-
ing so under a very hostile political environment.

Nevertheless, the mission is the right one,
and the plan is the right one. And we are going
to look back a year from now, 3 years from
now, 5 years from now, 10 years from now, and
the American people are going to understand
that in this country, finally, after decades, we
are going to make sure that every single person

costs at the same time. That’s point n
two.

Point number three, despite the res
of Congress, slowly, surely, we’re star
see some common sense starting to pre
hasn’t quite gotten over the hump, but 
starting to see in the Senate in particula
had already gotten the vote on immigrat
form, bipartisan vote. It’s ready to go. W
need help from the House, but there’s 
opportunity.

We’re seeing it, perhaps tonight, o
ENDA vote, which—nondiscrimination 
sexual orientation—where we think tha
probably get this done in the Senate. 
there is going to be resistance in the Hou
the more that we can continue at a gra
level to speak out on behalf of the values t
care about—they’re mainstream values. T
the values that 60, 70, 80 percent of the c
believe in. And they’re also the value
young people and future generations beli

And so I want everybody to understan
change in America has always been slo
sometimes, you take a step back for eve
steps you take forward. But inexorab
idea of a more tolerant, more prosperous
try that offers more opportunity to mor
ple, that’s an idea that the vast majo
Americans believe in.

And the challenge we’ve got is that 
Federal Government that has been grid
and a filter through which people see a
ceive information about government that
ed towards cynicism, I think sometimes p
particularly on our side, end up feeling fr
ed or despairing. And I’m here to te
we’ve got a righteous wind at our backs, a
are, on each of these fights, going to jus
on steadily making progress. And whe
journey is over—now, the journey of the
try is never over, but the journey of my
dency is over, and we look back, I think 
are going to be maybe even surprised 
selves at how much we’ve gotten done
that’s because of you and the support tha
you provide. So I’m grateful for it.
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And with that, let me start taking some
questions or suggestions.

Washington, D.C. hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to James A. Messina, national chair-
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NOTE: The President spoke at 7:06 p.m. in
the Decanter restaurant at the St. Regis

man, and Jon Carson, executive directo
ganizing for Action. He also referred
815.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Business Leaders To Discuss Immigr
Reform
November 5, 2013

In addition to talking about the Red Sox—
[laughter]—we are here to talk about immigra-
tion reform. We’ve got an outstanding group of
leaders here, a wide cross-section of industry.
We’ve got manufacturers, service sector, food,
high tech. And they represent just a small
cross-section of the businesses all across the
country who are deeply committed to making
sure that we get comprehensive immigration
reform done and done quickly.

Just last week, we had 600 business and faith
leaders who came to emphasize that this is
something that is not only the right thing to do,
but it’s also critical to our economy. We know
that the Senate bipartisan bill that already
passed would grow the economy by $1.4 tril-
lion above and beyond the growth that’s al-
ready taking place. We know it will reduce our
deficit by $850 billion. This is not—these ar-
en’t my estimates, these are independent esti-
mates that had been made about the salutary
effect that comprehensive immigration reform
will have on our economy. And these business-
es understand that.

They understand that if we are serious about
border security, if we do a better job of stream-
lining the legal immigration system, if we are
holding employers who aren’t doing the right
thing accountable, and we provide a pathway
to citizenship for those who have paid a fine,
learned English, are getting to the back of the
line, taking their responsibilities, that all to-
gether, these businesses are going to have
more customers, we’re going to see people
who are currently working here out of the
shadows, paying taxes, and getting right with
the law. We have the opportunity when young
people come to this country to study on our

dime, making sure that if they’re able an
ing, they can stay here, start businesses o
own, contribute to our economy, help o
ports.

So this is something that has strong b
san support. Keep in mind that my pre
sor, George W. Bush, was a strong suppo
this. We have a fascinating cross-sect
people—some unlikely bedfellows, som
liberal folks and very conservative folks
all believe that now is the time to get this
And as we saw in the Senate, there 
strong potential for bipartisan support.

So what I’m going to be talking to th
ness community about is how we can co
to amplify this issue in the coming 
There’s no reason why we can’t get thi
before the end of the year. And I conti
be hopeful that with the leadership of
who are around this table, who represen
dreds of thousands of employees and b
of dollars of assets, who are important i
communities all across the country, them
ing up with law enforcement, clergy, citiz
make the case, that ultimately, folks 
Capitol Hill will do the right thing.

And although right now there’s been
resistance from House Republicans, 
been encouraging is, is that there are a n
of House Republicans who have said, we
this is the right thing to do as well. And 
estimation that we actually have votes 
comprehensive immigration reform do
the House right now.

The politics are challenging for the S
and others, and we want to make it as e
him as possible. This is not an issue 
we’re looking for a political win. This 
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where we’re looking for a substantive win for
the U.S. economy and the American people

towards Capitol Hill, see if we can get this
done before the end of the year. All right?
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and the businesses that are represented here.
So I’m very grateful to all of you who have

joined us. But we’re going to be pushing to
make sure that we send out that clarion call up

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:38 a
the Roosevelt Room at the White House

Statement on the Passage of Marriage Equality Legislation in Illinois
November 5, 2013

Tonight I applaud the men and women of
the Illinois General Assembly, a body in which
I was proud to serve, for voting to legalize mar-
riage equality in my home State.

As President, I have always believed that gay
and lesbian Americans should be treated fairly
and equally under the law. Over time, I also
came to believe that same-sex couples should
be able to get married like anyone else. So to-
night Michelle and I are overjoyed for all the
committed couples in Illinois whose love will
now be as legal as ours and for their friends
and family who have long wanted nothing
more than to see their loved ones treated fairly
and equally under the law.

I also commend the members of the Gener-
al Assembly for approaching this issue in a fair
and open way and for recognizing the impor-

tance of our commitment to religious fr
by engaging the religious community 
conversation. Throughout this debate, t
made it clear that this is about civil ma
and civil laws and made sure that church
other institutions of faith are still free to
their own decisions that conform to the
teachings.

As I said in my Inaugural Address las
ary, our journey as a nation is not comple
til our gay brothers and sisters are treat
anyone else under the law, for if we ar
created equal, then surely the love we c
to one another must be equal as well. A
night I’m so proud that the men and w
elected to serve the people of the great S
Illinois have chosen to take us one step f
on that journey to perfect our Union.

Remarks at Temple Emanu-El in Dallas, Texas
November 6, 2013

The President. Thank you, Edna. Give Edna
a big round of applause. Well, it is wonderful
to see all of you. And let me just make some
special mention of some people in addition to
Edna who are here.

First of all, your outstanding mayor, Mike
Rawlings, is here. Outstanding county judge,
Clay Jenkins, who’s doing a great job on afford-
able care. Thank you, Clay. Wonderful Con-
gresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson is here.
And we want to thank Rabbi David Stern and
Rabbi Asher Knight of Temple Emanu-El for
hosting us here today.

And the main reason I’m here is to thank all
of you. Edna’s story is a story that is repeated
all across the country: people who got sick and

didn’t have health insurance; folks
thought they had health insurance; and
turned out, because of the fine print or
not filling something out right, they wer
of what they needed in terms of getting h

And when I ran for office, obvious
were in the midst of a great recession, a
number-one priority was making sure t
didn’t go into a great depression and m
sure that we started putting people b
work. We’ve now seen the economy be
recover, although sometimes, Washing
not helpful with things like the shu
We’ve seen 7½ million new jobs cr
We’ve seen exports at record levels. 
seen a lot of growth in places like Dalla
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people are starting to get their footing back,
home prices starting to recover.

But to finish the job, now what we’ve got to
do is sign up those folks who don’t have health
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But what I also understood was that if we
did not start tackling our health care system in
a serious way, it would continue to undermine
our economy, it would continue to hurt fami-
lies, and it would continue to hurt businesses.

And there’s a reason why it had never been
done before. Starting with Harry Truman, peo-
ple had talked about how we were going to
make sure that everybody had affordable, qual-
ity health care. But through Democratic and
Republican Presidents and Congresses, we
couldn’t get it done. And the reason is it’s hard.
It’s a big chunk of the economy, and a lot of
people, even if they don’t like what is going on,
are always nervous about change. So it was a
challenge. But we were able to get it done, in
part because of grassroots folks like you that
fought so hard to make sure that we were able
to deliver on universal health care.

And that is what this is all about. Ultimately,
all the politics, all the chatter sometimes leaves
out the fact that the system we had, the status
quo just wasn’t working for too many people.
And so it was important for us, as difficult and
challenging as it has been, to go ahead and
move forward to make sure that folks like Ed-
na, when they go to the hospital because
they’ve been stricken with an illness, know not
only that they’re going to get good care, but al-
so that their families aren’t going to go bank-
rupt just because somebody in the family got
sick. That’s what we’ve been fighting for.

Now, over the last 3 years, we’ve already put
a whole bunch of benefits in place. A lot of
people don’t know that they’re in place be-
cause of the Affordable Care Act, but they’re
already in place. So if you’ve got a child who’s
25, didn’t have health insurance, but now is on
the parent’s plan, the reason for that is because
of the Affordable Care Act. Seniors are getting
discounts on their prescription drugs, saving
hundreds of dollars because we deepened the
discount through the Affordable Care Act. In-
surance companies have to treat customers
right because of the Affordable Care Act. No
more lifetime limits, no more dropping people
just when they get sick.

insurance and improve insurance for
who are underinsured, who don’t hav
good insurance and have been subject 
whims of the insurance company. And
what this is all about. And that’s the cha
that we’ve got over the next month, 3 m
6 months, next year. And if we get that d
when we get that done—then we will ha
ated a stable system in which there’s no 
why people shouldn’t be getting health 
this country.

Now, I’m the first to say that the first 
I’ve not been happy with. [Laughter] You
heard about the website woes. Nothing
me more crazy than the fact that righ
there’s great insurance to be had out 
choice and competition, where people ca
money for a better product, except too
folks haven’t been able to get through th
site.

Now, this is like having a really good
uct in a store, and the cash registers don
and there aren’t enough parking spots a
body can get through the door. And so 
working overtime to get this fixed. An
website is already better than it was at t
ginning of October, and by the end 
month, we anticipate that it is going 
working the way it is supposed to. All
And folks are working 24/7 to make su
happens.

But remember, the insurance is a
there. And if people can’t get through th
site, they can get on the phone to the ca
ter and people can take their applicatio
walk them through this process, and 
can apply in person if they’ve got com
folks who are out there helping people 
up. And that’s what all of you have been
mitted to doing.

And it is so important, because the tr
the matter is, even if the website were w
a hundred percent, a lot of people wou
need help to navigate through this stuff. 
percentage of people who don’t have 
care also might not have ready access to 
puter right away, or it might be confus
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them, and they would need people to help
guide them through this process. And that’s

a no-brainer, why would not—why would we
not want to take advantage of this.
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true, by the way, if they were buying any kind
of insurance. Right? Sometimes, it’s a compli-
cated process.

So the commitment that all of you—that
congregations, that faith-based groups—are
engaged in is critically important. And it’s not
going to stop; even after the website is running
perfectly, we’re still going to need all of you to
be making these efforts. And I want to make
special mention of the mayor’s and Clay’s work
and Bernice—Eddie Bernice’s work to get
people signed up, because that’s the kind of
commitment that we’re going to need on the
ground on a day-to-day basis.

So my main job here today is to say thank
you. And as Clay has said, nothing is going to
stop us from getting this done, because we’re
on the right side of history. It is the right thing
to do. It is the right thing to do for our econo-
my, our businesses, and our families.

Now, the last point I want to make: I know
that sometimes, this task is especially challeng-
ing here in the great Lone Star State. [Laughter]

Audience member. We’re up to the task.
The President. But I think that all of you un-

derstand that there’s no State that actually
needs this more than Texas. Think about it. We
were just talking on the way over here that in
addition to signing people up for the market-
places so they can buy private insurance, part
of the Affordable Care Act was expanding the
number of working families who would qualify
for Medicaid. Now, because of a Supreme
Court ruling, it’s voluntary, which States de-
cide to expand Medicaid coverage, which
don’t.

Here in just the Dallas area, 133,000 people
who don’t currently have health insurance
would immediately get health insurance with-
out even having to go through the website if
the State of Texas decided to do it. There’s
over $500 million just for this county that
would come in to help families get health in-
surance—has nothing to do with the website—
if the State of Texas made this decision. And
your neighboring States have made that deci-
sion because they look at it and they say, this is

So the State of Arkansas has already re
its number of uninsured by 14 percent a
just in the first month, by signing people
expanded Medicaid—14 percent. State o
gon, 10-percent reduction in the num
uninsured already, in the first month
away, folks are signed up, just becau
Governor and the legislature there ma
right decision.

There’s no reason why this State can’t
same. 

Audience member. [Inaudible]
The President. And—well, I mentione

in the Dallas area it’s 133,000 peopl
stand to benefit. Across this State, you’v
million people—because this is a big St
million people, citizens, who don’t have
insurance that could get health insuranc
away if the State of Texas decided to ta
vantage of it.

So one of the things that sometimes g
a little frustrated, although I understand
cause I’m in politics, is folks who are com
ing about how the website is not workin
why isn’t Obama fixing this and all thes
ple are uninsured, and yet they’re lea
million people right now without health
ance that they could immediately fix. 

Audience member. That’s right. That’s
The President. There’s not a lot of lo

that.
But that’s okay, because we’ve gone th

barriers before; we have gone through
gles before. Eventually, though, if you
with doing the right thing, you get it d
will happen, all right?

And so I just want all of you to rem
that, as challenging as this may seem 
times, as frustrating as healthcare.gov m
sometimes, we are going to get this don
when we do—when we do, not if—wh
do, you’re going to have families all acro
great State of Texas who are going to ha
security and the well-being of high-qual
fordable health insurance. And that’s go
be good for business. It means that all th
viders around here, instead of having to 
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folks in the emergency room, they suddenly
have customers who have insurance. That

The President. I’m here to tell you that I’m
going to be right there with you the entire way

 Texas
ve the

. God
xas.

 In his
sident

ed the
f Ore-

er in

ard on
ichael

id re-
al, but
o saw

he day
 were
o con-
rough
 there
sident,
 could
 some

 exer-
rstand,
 was a
 more
Presi-

ember
 desk,
er]
orgive-
 me to
e, the
ivilege
 about
whole
y, and
means those of you who already have health in-
surance, your premiums will not be subsidizing
folks who don’t have health insurance. People
will get preventive care, which means that peo-
ple are likely to be healthier.

And that’s within our power. That’s within
our grasp. So this is a pretty motivated group.

Audience members. Yes!
The President. This looks like a group that’s

ready to go.
Audience members. Yes!

until we get this done and everybody in
and everybody all across this country ha
affordable health care that they need.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you
bless America. God bless the State of Te

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:36 p.m.
remarks, he referred to Dallas, TX, re
Edna Dean Pemberton, who introduc
President; and Gov. John A. Kitzhaber o
gon. 

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Fundrais
Dallas
November 6, 2013

The President. Thank you so much. Every-
body, have a seat, have a seat.

It is true, I remember being in this house
with Peter and Lisa. [Laughter] Now, I did not
recall having Peter and Lisa’s three young
sons, who are now towering over many of us.
[Laughter] So it is a chronicle of how much
time has passed. But Peter and Lisa have been
great friends to the Democratic Party, to the
Senate, efforts that we’ve had for a very long
time. And we just want to say thank you for
your incredible hospitality and friendship. It
means a lot.

A couple of other people I want to acknowl-
edge. First of all, your outstanding mayor,
Mike Rawlings, is in the house. Your former
mayor and my golf buddy, Ron Kirk, is gone.
[Laughter] I’m tempted to talk about him
while he’s not here. [Laughter] But it might
get back to him, so I’m not going to say any-
thing about him other than, obviously, we love
him.

And you have with you here today some-
body who I genuinely consider one of the best
public servants in the country, period, and the
fact that he took on this thankless job of run-
ning around the country, helping to raise mon-
ey and recruit outstanding candidates for the
Senate is just a testimony to not only how
much respect everybody in the Senate has for

him, but also his willingness to work h
behalf of the greater good. So we love M
Bennet, Senator from Colorado.

Lisa’s really generous introduction d
mind me of a story that may be apocryph
I like to think it’s true. Some of you wh
the movie “Lincoln” know that back in t
when Honest Abe was President, there
visiting hours at the White House. And s
stituents who happened to come th
Washington, they’d wait their turn, and
were office hours essentially for the Pre
and somebody could come in and they
ask for a Postmaster’s appointment or
other appointment.

And one day, a guy comes in—very
cised—and he says: “You need to unde
Mr. Lincoln, that I’ve worked for you. I
delegate in the nomination. Nobody is
responsible for getting you elected as 
dent than I am. And I expect you to rem
that.” And Lincoln looked up from his
and he said, “Sir, I forgive you.” [Laught

Now, I don’t know if Lisa needs f
ness—[laughter]—for having convinced
do this. But the longer I’m in this offic
more humbled I am by the incredible pr
of serving. And one of the great things
being President is you get to see the 
country, and you get to meet everybod
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you get to hear from everybody. And not ev-
erything you hear is going to be flattering to

appellate court, we’re just a little bit behind,
and we’re just going to keep on focused on it.
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you, but you really see the panorama of Ameri-
can life.

And I was talking to Michael as we were fly-
ing over here about the frustrations and chal-
lenges that we’ve experienced in Congress. But
I’ve got to tell you, I’m actually more optimistic
now than when I ran. Now, that may seem
puzzling to some folks, because obviously, I’ve
got a bunch of dings and bruises and gray hair
to show for everything that’s happened over
the last 5 years. But there is a goodness and de-
cency at the core of the American people that
sooner or later ends up coming to the fore.

And you see this in their communities and in
their workplaces and in their places of worship.
And the more I’m in this office, the more my
goal is to simply reflect in our Government
that same core decency and goodness and fel-
low feeling that Americans feel towards each
other and their resilience and their strength
and their capacity.

Now, when I look back over the last 5 years,
the amount we’ve gotten done is actually pretty
remarkable. We came in at a time when the
country was careening towards a Great De-
pression, and we were able to arrest it. And
now, over the last 3½ years, we’ve seen 7.5 mil-
lion new jobs created. We were able to reform
our financial system so that the likelihood of
taxpayer-funded bailouts is a lot less than it
was. We were able to expand funding for
young people going to college. We were able to
expand national service for young people who
want to serve. We fought long and hard for
consumer protections that weren’t there be-
fore.

As Lisa mentioned, we are remaking the
courts. I know that we’ve got some lawyers
here, and here in Texas, sometimes people feel
a little frustrated about the pace of appoint-
ments here in Texas. But you should know that
in addition to the Supreme Court, we’ve been
able to nominate and confirm judges of ex-
traordinary quality all across the country on
Federal benches. We’re actually, when it
comes to the district court, matching the pace
of previous Presidents. When it comes to the

And so in ways large and small, we’v
able to have a substantial impact, an
country is better off than it was when we
in. But what I also know—and this 
something Michael and I talked about—
we’ve sure got a lot of work to do.

The nature of the economy, because 
balization and technology, has changed. 
although some of us are doing better tha
before—probably better than any group
dividuals in human history—we also h
middle class that is anxious and scare
have not fully recovered from that rec
We now have a couple of decades in wh
come and wages are stagnant, even t
those at the very top are doing better th
er. Folks are worried about whether the
dren can match the same upward mobil
success that they achieved. There are p
of poverty all across this country tha
been stubbornly resistant to the program
have been put in place.

And so in the 3 years that I have rem
I am intent on squeezing every last bit of
bility to make sure that we’re movin
country forward: to make us more comp
to put business in a position to succe
make sure we’re creating more jobs; tha
exporting more; that we stay on the c
edge of science and research; that we e
our kids better than anybody else in the
does; and that our kids aren’t loaded dow
debt when they get that high-quality 
tion; that we keep our people safe; that 
wound down two wars, we make sure t
are judicious in terms of how we use m
force around the world. So we’ve still go
of stuff on our agenda.

Now, all this stuff is achievable. And 
almost everything we’ve proposed garne
jority support from the American p
When we talk about immigration reform
to take one example and an example tha
big impact here in Texas, we’ve got the
ness community, we’ve got clergy, we’
law enforcement, we’ve got educators al
ing at the fact that comprehensive immig
230-207_Text_.pdf   452 10/18/18   3:42 PM
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reform—fixing a broken system—can be trans-
formative. We could increase our economic

ing to do the hard work and the compromise
necessary to move the country forward.
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growth by well over a trillion dollars. We could
reduce our deficits by $800 million. We could
make sure that every young person who’s al-
ready in this country is able to achieve their
dreams and continue to renew this great Amer-
ican story. And we’ve got bipartisan support.

When it comes to most of the agenda that
we’ve put forward—whether it’s having a sen-
sible fiscal policy that deals with our long-term
debt challenges, but still makes investments in
education; when it comes to early childhood
education, because we know the science tells
us that if young people are getting that good
head start, that they’re more likely to succeed
and fewer folks are likely to end up in prison or
out of work, and that our society saves money
in the long term—all those things have majori-
ty support.

So what’s missing in our agenda is not that
we aren’t aligned with the American people.
It’s not that we’re proposing things that are too
far left or out of the mainstream. It has to do
with the fact that we’ve got a Congress right
now that’s been dysfunctional. And the truth is
that the only way that we are going to move
this country forward so it can adapt to this rap-
idly changing world is if we have folks in Con-
gress who want to get stuff done and are basing
decisions not on short-term politics, but on the
evidence, on facts, on what’s best for us long
term, who are thinking about the next genera-
tion and not just the next election.

And there are some Republicans who I
think feel that way, but unfortunately, their
voices are drowned out in their party right
now. We know—Michael and I could name
you, although we wouldn’t do it in front of the
press—[laughter].

Senator Michael F. Bennet. I did it before
you got here. [Laughter]

The President. But we could name for you a
whole bunch of Republicans who are good and
decent people who are as frustrated as we are
in some ways about what’s happened to their
party. But right now at least, there’s a group
that—and a few of them are from Texas, I’ve
got to admit—[laughter]—who just aren’t will-

And so in that environment, it is abs
critical that we transform Congress. And
not going to happen without you. That
going to happen without you. Because th
the political system works right now, it
ased and skewed away from common 
The electorate has gotten more polarize
media has gotten more polarized. Bei
treme, being controversial tends to get 
TV and get your name out there. If you
being sensible and saying, well, let’s try t
together across the aisle, then you know
going to live in obscurity. [Laughter] B
of super PACs now, the capacity for 
handful of folks to influence elections 
diminish the role of democracy and or
voters has never been greater.

And so we’re going to need folks like 
step up and make sure that we can go ou
and tackle the problems that are so imp
to tackle. Now, the great thing is, is t
part because of Michael Bennet, we j
cruited some outstanding candidates f
Senate. And we’ve got some incumben
have been heroic and courageous unde
difficult circumstances. But they’re go
need help. And if we don’t give them th
that they need, then we could end up 
situation in which we’ve got a majority R
lican Senate, along with a majority Repu
House. And if you think things are grid
and challenging right now, wait until tha
pens.

So we’re going to have to push. This
going to just fall in our laps. The map i
cult for the Senate this year. And the
news is, I’m confident that if our cand
are well funded and you guys and your 
and colleagues not just here, but across
and across the country are doing what y
do, I think we’re going to win. I think w
well.

And let me just wrap up by using two
rate examples of both the challenges a
opportunities. The first is with the shu
We had not only a shutdown of several 
we had the possibility of defaulting for th
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time in 200 years. That is not a mainstream—
or at least, historically, has not been a main-
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stream—Republican position. That’s not a
business-friendly position. That’s a radical po-
sition, and it’s a destructive position.

And frankly, I think there were a whole
bunch of Republican Senators, at least, and a
number of House Members who knew it was a
bad idea, but because of the dynamic in their
party right now, they felt obliged to go along
with that kind of strategy. Well, we’ve got to
liberate those reality-based Republicans from
some of the extreme impulses in that party.
And part of the way is—doing that is sending a
clear message: This is not how we govern. This
is not what America is about. We can have dis-
agreements on budget. We can have disagree-
ments on policy. But what we don’t do is hurt
the American people or the American econo-
my just for an ideological point.

But if they don’t see a cost for those kinds of
strategies, then they’ll keep doing it. And the
only way to extract a cost when it comes to pol-
iticians is during election time.

Now, I’ll give you the second example of
what precipitated—according to at least one
Senator from Texas—the necessity for the
shutdown, and that is the Affordable Care Act.
Now, I think it’s fair to say that right now I am
not happy with some IT people in Washington.
[Laughter] The website has not functioned.
Nobody is angrier than I am about it. And
we’ve got to make sure that we get it fixed, and
we’re going to get it fixed by the end of this
month.

But what the mayor and I were just talking
about when we went over to Temple Emanu-
El—because we had a whole bunch of volun-
teers there—is to remind everybody what’s at
stake here. In the State of Texas, you’ve got
more uninsured people than anyplace in the
country. Higher percentage of people are un-
insured here than anywhere else. Setting the
website aside, if the Governor and the legisla-
ture chose to do so, right now they could in-
sure a million people in Texas. A million peo-
ple could have health insurance; 133,000 could
have health insurance in Dallas alone, 133,000
people who right now aren’t getting regular

room, cost every one of you money in te
higher premiums because the hospita
providers got to get their money back
somewhere. And the only reason we’re n
ing it is ideology.

It’s not a technical problem. That’s
website problem. That’s just a decision
not going to expand Medicaid despite t
that it is a good deal for the State of Tex

Neighboring Arkansas has reduced its
sured by 14 percent in the last month 
expanding Medicaid. Oregon reduced it
percent. Why wouldn’t the State of Texa
to do the same thing? Well, it’s because i
gy has taken precedence over common
and helping people.

In each instance, the question is goin
whether that kind of bullheadedness, th
of strategy is rewarded. I don’t think it 
be. And I don’t think—I don’t even thin
Democratic or Republican issue. I think
an issue of what kind of country do we w
live in. Why would we purposely want to
sure that people don’t have health insura

The website will get fixed. The ins
plans that are out there for people for th
time are going to save lives and save 
money. But that attitude is somethin
we’ve got to change, and you have the po
change it.

So just to finish up here, whether 
here because you care about Federal 
you care about women’s reproductive fre
whether you care about making sure
child is educated, whether you’re con
about making sure that we’ve got a safe
for our seniors, whether you’re con
about staying on the forefront of resear
science, whether you’re concerned abou
ing sure our veterans are properly care
whatever it is that brings you here—or w
er you just came here because Peter to
to—[laughter]—more importantly, Lis
you to—[laughter]—the stakes are high
it’s not easy.

Sometimes, I worry, because everybo
such a fun experience in ’08, at least that
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it seemed in retrospect. [Laughter] And “yes,
we can,” and the slogans and the posters, et ce-

because ordinary folks decided they were go-
ing to fight for it and they supported candi-
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tera, sometimes, I worry that people forget,
change in this country has always been hard.
Every step of the way—women’s rights, work-
ers’ rights, civil rights, Medicare, Social Securi-
ty—everything we value in terms of making
sure that everybody has a fair shot in this coun-
try required a fight. And it was bumpy, and it
was difficult, and it was controversial. But over
time, we got it done.

And that got done not just because of who
was President at any given time. It got done
not just because of brilliant policy. It got done

dates who were willing to fight as wel
that struggle continues. That journey c
ues. And I’m just glad that I’ve got all 
along for the ride.

Thank you. I appreciate you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7 p.m. 
residence of Peter A. and Lisa V. Kraus.
remarks, he referred to Sen. R. Edward
Cruz; and Gov. J. Richard Perry of Texa
dio was not available for verification of th
tent of these remarks.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Fundrais
Highland Park, Texas
November 6, 2013

The President. Thank you so much. Well,
I’m going to be very brief on the front end be-
cause I want to spend some time getting ques-
tions and comments. 

First, I just want to say thanks to Russell and
Dorothy for their hospitality. This is not the
first time that they have hosted us here. I think
the first time I was here, I was still running for
the Senate, or at least I had—maybe I had
been elected to the Senate and I was helping
the DSCC, although I’m trying to remember
who was the chair at the time.

Fundraiser host Russell W. Budd. It was No-
vember of 2005, and we also had Senator Joe
Biden——

The President. And Harry Reid.
Mr. Budd. And Harry Reid.
The President. It was a powerful combina-

tion. [Laughter]
Mr. Budd. Yes, it was. 
The President. But the Budds couldn’t have

been more gracious then and have continued
to be supportive in so many efforts throughout
the years. So we appreciate their friendship
and their support.

Some of you I know well; some of you I’m
meeting for the first time. I hope all of you get
a chance to know Michael Bennet, because al-
though he’s not your Senator—he’s the Sena-

tor from Colorado—he is not only head
the DSCC, but he’s also one of the best
servants that we’ve got in the country
we’re really proud of all the great work h
ing, so give him a big round of applause.

We have had an interesting year, m
cently, a Government shutdown, and we
close to defaulting for the first time 
years. And I think it’s fair to say that th
a—just a symptom of a larger challeng
we’ve got, which is that although the Am
people are full of common sense and i
workplaces and in their families and the
gregations, on the soccer fields and all th
ous parts of their life, they’re looking o
one another, and they’re making good
sions and are resilient in the face of chall
that’s not very often reflected in Washin

And we’ve got two parties, but one pa
become captive, I think, to a fairly extrem
tion that thinks compromise is a dirty wo
has not thought of government service
the Federal Government in particular
potential engine for individuals acro
country making it if they work hard and 
act responsibly.

Traditionally, we had a bipartisan con
that this country runs because of individ
and self-reliance, but that we also 
230-207_Text_.pdf   455 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Nov. 6 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

various ladders of opportunity so anybody any-
where, no matter what they look like, where

And I think that will eventually happen. Vot-
ers have an ability, I think, to help parties self-
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they come from, who they love, they can make
it; that there are certain things that we do in
common. We make sure there are schools for
every child. We make sure that we have regula-
tions to keep our air and water clean. We build
transportation hubs and networks so that busi-
nesses can move products and goods, not just
across the country, but around the world. We
invest in research and development so that we
can stay on the cutting edge. We enforce our
laws so that everybody has equal access to jus-
tice.

And historically, those things have been
struggles, but at least in most of my lifetime,
you had both Democrats and Republicans who
would affirm those values even if they had dif-
ferences in tactics or different particular politi-
cal programs. That’s not what we have right
now. And the result is not just gridlock, but it’s
actually a little more destructive than that.

I mean, the shutdown cost this country
money. It was bad for business. It was bad for
families. And yet it still happened. Default
would have been worse, could have triggered a
financial crisis worse than the one we had in
2008. And yet that was a real possibility.

The only way that we can realign our politics
so that it matches up with the decency and
goodness of the American people is if elections
matter and we’re able to both deliver a mes-
sage and organize ourselves so that folks who
aren’t acting responsibly pay a consequence
and that we’re lifting up and rewarding candi-
dates who are serious about the challenges this
country faces and are willing to work together
in a spirit that is constructive in order to deliv-
er for the American people.

So that’s what 2012 was about, and that’s
what 2014 was about, and I suspect that’s what
2016 is going to be about. And I have to say
that I’m a proud Democrat and am committed
to the values that the Democratic Party repre-
sents, but I’m also interested in getting the Re-
publican Party back in a functioning state. Be-
cause this country has two parties, and we need
both of them operating in a way that allows us
to move forward. 

correct, although sometimes, it takes
than one cycle to do it. But in the mea
we can’t just be standing still.

So on issues like immigration reform,
we know we’ve got a bipartisan consens
the majority of the people support it and
already passed it through the Senate, M
Bennet worked with folks like Marco 
and John McCain and Jeff Flake, Repu
who recognize we’ve got a broken syste
we need to fix it. On issues like early chil
education, where some of the reddest St
the country are making these investmen
doing the right thing, there’s no reaso
that should be a partisan issue.

On issues like rebuilding our infrastru
putting people back to work right now, m
research that can provide cures to thin
cancer and Alzheimer’s, these are all
where we should be able to get things
But that’s going to require that not o
maintain a Democratic Senate, but also t
send a message that empowers some 
more commonsense Republicans to d
right thing.

So I’m optimistic that over the long
Washington starts working better, but I
to tell you, it’s not going to happen 
we’ve got a strong showing in this el
And you can’t ignore the short term be
for example, Supreme Court Justices, F
bench decisions that ultimately are goin
made about women’s reproductive 
about how we treat our gay and lesbian 
ers and sisters, those are decisions that a
ing to be made based on my ability to no
qualified candidates and make sure that 
get them through.

So this is important. This counts. B
know that; otherwise, you wouldn’t be he
I just want to say thank you for ever
you’ve already done, but I want to remi
erybody the work is not yet done. We’v
long way to go. And I’m confident we
there, but we’re going to need your help

Thank you.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 7:53 p.m. at the
residence of Russell W. and Dorothy A. Budd.

Audio was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.
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Statement on Senate Passage of Legislation To Prevent Employ
Discrimination Against Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Person
November 7, 2013

For more than two centuries, the story of
our Nation has been the story of more citizens
realizing the rights and freedoms that are our
birthright as Americans. Today a bipartisan
majority in the Senate took another important
step in this journey by passing the Employ-
ment Non-Discrimination Act, which would
help end the injustice of our fellow Americans
being denied a job or fired just because they
are lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender. Just
as no one in the United States can lose their
job simply because of their race, gender, reli-
gion, or a disability, no one should ever lose
their job simply because of who they are or
who they love.

Today’s victory is a tribute to all those who
fought for this progress ever since a similar bill
was introduced after the Stonewall riots more
than three decades ago. In particular, I thank
Majority Leader Reid, Chairman Harkin, Sen-
ators Merkley and Collins for their leadership,
and Senator Kirk for speaking so eloquently in

support of this legislation. Now it’s up 
House of Representatives. This bill h
overwhelming support of the America
ple, including a majority of Republican 
as well as many corporations, small busi
and faith communities. They recogniz
our country will be more just and more
perous when we harness the God-given 
of every individual.

One party in one House of Congress 
not stand in the way of millions of Ame
who want to go to work each day and sim
judged by the job they do. Now is the t
end this kind of discrimination in the
place, not enable it. I urge the House Re
can leadership to bring this bill to the fl
a vote and send it to my desk so I can sig
to law. On that day, our Nation will take 
er historic step toward fulfilling the fou
ideals that define us as Americans.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 815.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emerg
With Respect to Weapons of Mass Destruction
November 7, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergen-
cies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the
automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, within the 90-day period prior
to the anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Register
and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accor-
dance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice, stating that the national emergency

with respect to the proliferation of we
of mass destruction that was declared 
ecutive Order 12938, as amended, is t
tinue in effect for 1 year beyond Nov
14, 2013.

Sincerely,

BARACK OB

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jo
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Repre
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendi
the end of this volume.
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Remarks at the Port of New Orleans in New Orleans, Louisiana
November 8, 2013
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The President. Hello, Big Easy! Everybody,
give it up for Nancy for that great introduction.
It is good to be back in New Orleans. I can’t—
this is what passes for winter here in New Or-
leans, huh? [Laughter] Folks got all their coats
on and all that. Come on. You need to go to
Chicago to know what it’s like to be cold.

It is great to be here. It is especially happy
for my staff. They love coming to New Orleans.
But we did schedule the event early because I
figured there’s a limit to how much trouble
they could get into. [Laughter] They can’t get
over to Bourbon Street fast enough if we did a
daytime event. And I know that there are prob-
ably a couple of my staff that are LSU fans. I
wouldn’t mind staying for the game tomorrow
night. I know we’ve got the president here; I
just saw him a minute ago, and I wished him all
the best.

I also want to acknowledge a couple of other
people who are here. You’ve got your Gover-
nor, Bobby Jindal is here. We’ve got the Secre-
tary of Transportation Anthony Foxx, who is
here. We have Cedric Richmond, your out-
standing Congressman. Cedric then brought
down a whole bunch of his colleagues from the
Congressional Black Caucus for some impor-
tant work that they’re doing, not that they’re
going to enjoy themselves at all while they’re
here. [Laughter] But we are thrilled to see
them all here.

You have one of the best mayors in the
country in Mitch Landrieu. And I just flew
down with your Senator, who, by coincidence,
has the same name: Mary Landrieu. She’s trav-
eling around the State today and doing unbe-
lievable work on behalf of the people of Louisi-
ana. And I just want to say, nobody is a tougher
advocate on behalf of the working people of
Louisiana than Mary Landrieu. So we’re very,
very proud of the work that she does. 

Now, finally, I want to thank Mr. Larry—
Gary LaGrange, Keith Palmisano, and Chris
Hammond. They showed me around the port.
And this is one of the—by the way, anybody
who’s got a seat, feel free. I noticed that a few

folks are standing up. If you don’t have 
then keep on standing. I don’t want you
ing yourself.

This is one of the busiest port compl
the entire world. You move millions of 
steel and chemicals and fuel and food
single year. I just found out, you also ha
lot of the country’s coffee, which means
responsible for keeping the White 
awake at all times. [Applause] Got some
folks here. [Laughter]

And in so many ways, this port is repre
tive of what ports all around the coun
They help to keep our economy going: m
products, moving people, making sur
businesses are working. You’ve got cor
wheat that’s coming down from my hom
of Illinois down the river, ending up her
then going all around the world. And it
of the reason why we’ve been able to in
exports so rapidly, is because we’ve got s
the best natural resources and waterwa
facilities in the world.

Now, growing our economy, creatin
jobs, helping middle class families re
sense of stability and security so they ca
good jobs and make sure that their kids a
ing even better than they did—now, th
ways been what America is about. But 
many people, that sense that you can m
here if you try, that sense has been sl
away. And my driving focus has been to r
that sense of security, and it should be 
ington’s focus, regardless of party. That’
everybody in Washington should be th
about every day.

So today I want to just offer a cou
ideas about what we could do right n
gether that would help our economy
now. Now, the good news is, over the p
months, our businesses have created 7
lion new jobs. Since I took office, we’ve c
deficits in half. [Applause] That’s right. 
way, you wouldn’t know this sometimes
ing to folks on TV, but the deficits are
down, they’re not going up. They’ve be
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in half. And they are—they keep on going
down.

be focused on is helping more businesses sell
more products to the rest of the world. And the

gh fa-
one of
nks in

d with
a and
ds and
ns jobs
ca.
s sup-
s right
n new
or our
ke this

nd the
ere in

oducts
erica,”
d sell

, creat-
atic or
s that
e able

tion to
xports,
 I be-

oin to-

a farm
d pro-
, Con-
d pass
n, now
 this is
. Ports
s com-
e right
selling
or this
re.
en im-
or our
od for
o de-

.4 tril-
early a
Over the past 3 years, health care costs have
risen at the slowest pace on record. Exports are
up. The housing market is up. The American
auto industry is roaring back. So we’ve got a lot
of good things to build on, but we’ve got a lot
more work to do. And what we should start do-
ing—the first thing we should do—is stop do-
ing things that undermine our businesses and
our economy over the past few years, this con-
stant cycle of manufactured crises and self-in-
flicted wounds that have been coming out of
Washington.

For example, we learned yesterday that over
the summer, our economy grew at its fastest
pace in a year. That’s the good news. The bad
news is that the very day that the economic
quarter ended, some folks in Washington de-
cided to shut down the Government and
threatened to default on America’s obligations
for the first time in more than 200 years. And
it’s like, the gears of our economy, every time
they are just about to take off, suddenly, some-
body taps the brakes and says, not so fast.

Audience member. Tell it! [Laughter]
The President. Now, our businesses are re-

silient. We’ve got great workers. And so, as a
consequence, we added about 200,000 new
jobs last month. But there’s no question that
the shutdown harmed our jobs market. The
unemployment rate still ticked up. And we
don’t yet know all the data for this second—
this final quarter of the year, but it could be
down because of what happened in Washing-
ton. Now, that makes no sense. These self-in-
flicted wounds don’t have to happen. They
should not happen again.

We should not be injuring ourselves every
few months, we should be investing in our-
selves. We should be building, not tearing
things down. Rather than refighting the same
old battles again and again and again, we
should be fighting to make sure everybody who
works hard in America and hard right here in
New Orleans, that they have a chance to get
ahead. That’s what we should be focused on.

Which brings me to one of the reasons I’m
here at this port. One of the things we should

only way those products get out is throu
cilities like this. Right now exports are 
the brightest spots in our economy. Tha
part to new trade deals that we signe
countries like Panama and Colombi
South Korea, we now export more goo
services than ever before. And that mea
right here in the United States of Ameri

Last year, every $1 billion in export
ports nearly 5,000 jobs, including job
here at this port. So we’re working o
trade deals that will mean more jobs f
workers and more business for ports li
one.

And by the way, I—when I travel arou
world, I’m out there selling. I’ll go anywh
the world to make sure that those pr
stamped with those words “Made in Am
that we can open up those markets an
them anywhere.

So helping American businesses grow
ing more jobs—these are not Democr
Republican priorities, they are prioritie
everybody, regardless of party, should b
to get behind. And that’s why, in addi
working with Congress to grow our e
I’ve put forward additional ideas where
lieve Democrats and Republicans can j
gether to make progress right now.

Number one, Congress needs to pass 
bill that helps rural communities grow an
tects vulnerable Americans. For decades
gress found a way to compromise an
farm bills without fuss. For some reaso
Congress can’t even get that done. Now,
not something that just benefits farmers
like this one depend on all the product
ing down the Mississippi. So let’s do th
thing: Pass a farm bill. We can start 
more products. That’s more business f
port. And that means more jobs right he

Number two, we should fix our brok
migration system. This would be good f
national security, but it would also be go
our economic security. Over the next tw
cades, it would grow our economy by $1
lion. It would shrink our deficits by n
230-207_Text_.pdf   459 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Nov. 8 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

trillion dollars. This is—this should not be a
partisan issue. President Bush proposed the

take root and grow wherever there’s the fast-
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broad outlines of commonsense immigration
reform almost a decade ago. When I was in the
Senate, I joined 23 of my Republican col-
leagues to back those reforms. This year, the
Senate has already passed a bill with broad bi-
partisan support.

So all we’re doing now is waiting for the
House to act. I don’t know what the holdup is.
But if there’s a good reason not to do it, I ha-
ven’t heard it. There’s no reason both parties
can’t come together: Get this done this year.
[Applause] Get it done this year.

Number three, Democrats and Republicans
should work together on a responsible budget
that sets America on a stronger course for the
future. We shouldn’t get caught up in the same
old fights. And we shouldn’t just cut things just
for the sake of cutting things. Remember, I
want to remind you: What’s happening to the
deficits? They’re going down. They’re shrink-
ing. They’re falling faster than they have in 60
years.

So what we have to do now is do what Amer-
ica has always done: make some wise invest-
ments in our people and in our country that
will help us grow over the long term. We
should close wasteful tax loopholes that don’t
help our jobs, don’t grow our economy, and
then invest that money in things that actually
do create jobs and grow our economy. And one
of those things is building new roads and bridg-
es and schools and ports. That creates jobs. It
puts people to work during the construction
phase. And then it creates an infrastructure for
our economy to succeed moving forward.

Educating our kids, training our workers so
they’re prepared for the global economy, that
helps us grow. We should be investing in that.
And Mayor Landrieu has been doing a great
job in improving education here in New Or-
leans. 

Investing in science and research and tech-
nology, that keeps our businesses and our mili-
tary at our cutting edge. That’s the kind of in-
vestment we should be making. 

I mean, think about our infrastructure. In
today’s global economy, businesses are going to

cations networks; they can go anywhe
China is investing a whole lot in infrastru
Europe is investing a whole lot in infr
ture. And Brazil is investing a whole lot
frastructure. What are we doing?

We’re doing some good things locally
The State and city are trying to do some
but nationally, we’re falling behind. We’r
ing on old stuff. I don’t think we shoul
just old stuff, we should have some new
that is going to help us grow and keep
with global competition.

Rebuilding our transportation and co
nications networks is one of the fastest w
create good jobs. And consider that just
ple of years from now, we’re going to hav
supertankers that are going to start c
through the Panama Canal, and these t
can hold three times as much cargo as t
If a port can’t handle those superta
they’ll go load and unload cargo some
else. So there’s work that we can start d
terms of dredging and making the passag
deeper, which means the supertanke
have more stuff on them, which mean
can unload and load more stuff, which 
this port more competitive.

So why wouldn’t we put people to wo
grading them? Why wouldn’t we do th
not just our ports either. One in nine 
bridges is rated structurally deficient.
than 40 percent of our major highways ar
gested; so is our airspace. Everybody wh
ting on a tarmac wondering why it 
you’re not taking off and getting aggr
when you go fly someplace, part of the 
is, we’ve got this antiquated air traffic c
system. We need the next-generation air
control system. It would reduce time tr
would reduce delays. It reduces fuel co
airlines. It reduces pollution in the sk
know how to do it, we just haven’t done 

That shouldn’t be a Democratic or a R
lican issue. That’s just smart to go ahea
do it, something that people across the p
spectrum should be able to agree on.
here’s the thing: All these opportuniti
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challenges, they’re not going to magically fix
themselves. We’ve got to do it. And anybody

these things were important to our economy.
And we’ve got to get back to that mindset.
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h, is a
who says we can’t afford to pay for these things
needs to realize we’re already paying for them.

I’ll give you an example. A lot of trucking
companies now reroute their shipments to
avoid traffic and unsafe bridges. So they’re go-
ing longer than they need to; that costs them
money. So you’re paying for it. Those costs
then get passed on to consumers. Or it means
companies aren’t making as much of a profit
and maybe they’ve got fewer employees. So di-
rectly or indirectly, we’re paying for it. And the
longer we delay, the more we’ll pay.

So the sooner we take care of business, the
better. And I know that if there’s one thing that
Members of Congress from both parties want,
it’s smart infrastructure projects that create
good jobs in their district.

So that’s why, last year, I took the step—
without Congress—to speed up the permitting
process for big infrastructure projects like up-
grading our ports. Just cut through the
redtape, get it done faster. This year, rebuild-
ing our infrastructure could be part of a bipar-
tisan budget deal. A couple months ago, I put
forward an idea to try to break through some of
the old arguments, a grand bargain for middle
class jobs. And what I said was, we’ll simplify
our corporate Tax Code, close some—close
wasteful tax loopholes, end incentives to ship
jobs overseas, lower tax rates for businesses
that create jobs here in the United States, and
use some of the money we save by switching to
a smarter tax system to create good construc-
tion jobs building the things that our business-
es need right here in America. It’s a pretty sen-
sible deal.

So we—if we took that step, we could mod-
ernize our air traffic control system to keep
planes running on time, modernize our power
grids and pipelines so they survive storms,
modernize our schools to prepare our kids for
jobs of the future, modernize our ports so they
can accommodate the new ships.

Point is, rebuilding our infrastructure or ed-
ucating our kids, funding basic research—they
are not partisan issues, they’re American is-
sues. There used to be a broad consensus that

We’ve got to move forward on these thi
gether. It doesn’t mean that there aren’
to be disagreements on a whole bunch o
but let’s work on the things we agree on.

Now, I’m going to make one last poin
area where we haven’t made much bip
progress—at least not as much as I’d l
fixing our broken health care system. 
took up this cause knowing it was hard—
was a reason why no other President had
it—to make sure every American has ac
quality, affordable health care and to
sure that no American ever again has 
one illness is going to bankrupt them.

And the work we’ve already done has 
ed in, over the past 3 years, health car
rising at the slowest pace on record. 
care costs for businesses are growing
one-third of the rate they were a decad
and we want those trends to continue.

Now, we’ve had this problem with th
site. I’m not happy about that. But we’re
ing overtime to make sure that it gets fix
cause right now we’ve put in place a sys
marketplace, where people can get affo
health care plans. I promise you, nobo
been more frustrated. I wanted to go in 
it myself, but I don’t write code, so—[lau

But to every American with a pree
condition who’s been waiting for the da
could be covered just like everybody el
folks who couldn’t afford to buy their o
surance because they don’t get it on th
we’re going to fix the website. Because 
surance plans are there. They are goo
millions of Americans are already findin
they’ll gain better coverage for less cos
it’s the right thing to do.

Now, I know that’s—I know health 
controversial, so there’s only going to 
much support we get on that on a bip
basis; until it’s working really well, an
they’re going to stop calling it Obam
[Laughter] They’re going to call it som
else.

One thing, though, I was talking to
mayor and your Governor about, thoug
230-207_Text_.pdf   461 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Nov. 8 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

separate issue, which is, one of the things that
the Affordable Care Act does is allow States to

together—Democrats and Republicans—the
better off we’re going to be.
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expand Medicaid to cover more of their citi-
zens. 

And here in Louisiana, that would benefit
about 265,000 people. And already, you’ve
seen States—Arkansas has covered—taken this
up, and they’re covering almost 14 percent of
their uninsured. Republican Governors in
States like Ohio and Nevada, Arizona, they’re
doing it too. Oregon has already reduced the
number of uninsured by about 10 percent. And
some of these folks opposed Obamacare, but
they did support helping their citizens who
can’t get coverage.

So we want to work with everybody—mayor,
Governor, insurance—whoever it is that wants
to work with us here in Louisiana to make sure
that even if you don’t support the overall plan,
let’s at least go ahead and make sure that the
folks who don’t have health insurance right
now and can get it through an expanded Med-
icaid. Let’s make sure we do that. [Applause]
It’s the right thing to do.

And one of the reasons to do it is—I’ve said
this before; sometimes, people don’t fully ap-
preciate it—we already pay for the health care
of people who don’t have health insurance, we
just pay for the most expensive version, which
is when they go to the emergency room. Be-
cause what happens is, the hospitals have to
take sick folk. They’re not just going to leave
them on the streets. But people who are sick,
they wait till the very last minute. It’s much
more expensive to treat them. Hospitals have
to figure out how to get their money back,
which means, they jack up costs for everybody
who does have health insurance by about a
thousand dollars per family.

So, as a consequence, what happens is,
you’re already paying a hidden tax for a broken
health care system. Community hospitals
struggle to care for the uninsured who can’t
pay their bills when they get sick. So it’s the
right thing to do for the health of our econo-
mies as a whole. It is a practical, pragmatic rea-
son to do it. It has nothing to do with politics or
ideology. And the more States that are working

So bottom line is, New Orleans, w
work together to do these things, b
we’ve done them before. We did not b
the greatest nation on Earth just by c
just by accident. We had some advantag
ally nice real estate here in the United 
But what we also had were people wh
spite their differences—and we come fr
erywhere and look different and have di
traditions—we understand that this c
works best when we’re working togethe
we decided to do what was necessary f
businesses and our families to succeed. 
we did it in the past, we can do it again.

So let’s make it easier for more busine
expand and grow and sell more goods m
America to the rest of the world. Let’s
sure we’ve got the best ports and road
bridges and schools. Let’s make sure our
people are getting a great education. Le
everybody a chance to get ahead, not jus
at the top, but everybody, because if 
that, if we help our businesses grow an
communities thrive and our children r
little higher, then the economy is going t
faster.

We’ll rebuild our middle class stronge
American Dream will be real and achie
not just for a few, but for everybody; n
today, but for decades to come. That’
we’re fighting for. That’s what you’re all
here at this port and here in New Orlean
I’m looking forward to working with 
make sure we keep that up. All right?

Thank you. God bless you. God ble
United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:32 p
the Nashville Avenue Break Bulk Ter
In his remarks, he referred to Nancy Ri
employee, and Gary P. LaGrange, pre
and chief executive officer, Port of Ne
leans; F. King Alexander, president and
cellor, Louisiana State University; 
Palmisano, general manager, Ports Am
Louisiana; Christopher Hammond, stev
International Longshoremen’s Assoc
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former President George W. Bush; Gov. John
R. Kasich of Ohio; Gov. Brian E. Sandoval of

Nevada; and Gov. Janice K. Brewer of Arizo-
na.
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Statement on the Resignation of Heather R. Zichal as Deputy Assista
the President for Energy and Climate Change
November 8, 2013

For more than 5 years, I have been fortu-
nate to have Heather Zichal as a trusted advis-
er. She crafted my energy and climate change
agenda in the 2008 campaign, then again on
my Presidential transition, and as my top ener-
gy and climate adviser at the White House, she
has been a strong and steady voice for policies
that reduce America’s dependence on foreign
oil, protect public health and our environment,
and combat the threat of global climate
change. 

Heather has overseen some of our biggest
achievements in energy and climate change,
including establishing historic new fuel econo-

my standards that save consumers mon
ducing mercury pollution from power pl
keep our kids safe, supporting the gro
homegrown clean energy that creates
new jobs, and enacting my Climate Actio
that will help us leave a safer planet f
children. Above all, Heather’s efforts
proven that strengthening America’s 
security does not have to be a choice be
economic growth or good environmenta
ardship, it can mean both. I am grate
Heather’s service, and I wish her the b
her next endeavors.

Statement on the 75th Anniversary of Kristallnacht
November 8, 2013

I join millions of people in the United States
and around the world in marking the 75th an-
niversary of the tragedy of Kristallnacht, “the
Night of Broken Glass.” On November 9 and
10, 1938, Nazi paramilitaries marched under
the cover of darkness throughout the towns
and villages of Germany and Austria smashing
Jewish storefronts, arresting Jewish men en
masse, ransacking Jewish homes, burning
books, and littering the streets with the parch-
ment of sacred Judaic texts. Throughout the 2-
day wave of violence, hundreds of synagogues
and thousands of businesses owned by Jews
were destroyed or damaged. At least 91 Jews

were killed, while another 30,000 were 
concentration camps.

Kristallnacht foreshadowed the syst
slaughter of 6 million Jews and millions o
innocent victims. Seventy-five years 
Kristallnacht now signifies the tragic conse
es of silence in the face of unmitigated hat

As we mark this anniversary, let us 
keeping with the lessons of that dark ni
speaking out against anti-Semitism and i
ance, standing up to indifference, and r
mitting ourselves to combating prejudi
persecution wherever it exists. In so doi
honor the memories of those killed an
firm that timeless call: “Never again.” 

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Fundrais
Pinecrest, Florida
November 8, 2013

Wow, if Jorge wasn’t so good at business, we
might have to run him for something—[laugh-

ter]—because I was inspired just listen
him. To Jorge and Aleyda and the entir
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family, thank you so much for the incredible
hospitality in this beautiful setting and to all of

Now, as Jorge mentioned, he is also a great
businessman. And his family has a great tradi-
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you who are here.
Everything that Jorge said is true, and I re-

member as if it was yesterday, although, we
noted that both of us have gotten a little grayer
since the first time we met. [Laughter] When I
first met Jorge, I was obviously the underdog
in a Presidential campaign. And I had taken a
deep interest in Florida and a deep interest in
Cuban politics. But the truth is, I hadn’t had
occasion to campaign a lot in Florida, with the
exception of making sure that Florida reelect-
ed one of the finest Senators we have in this
country, Bill Nelson, who is here tonight.

But one of the things I was confident about
was, given my history and concern on issues of
freedom, democracy, civil society, my own
background as a grassroots organizer, that the
policies that the United States pursued would
be ones that would focus on the idea of liberty
and how do we build that from the bottom up.
And Jorge immediately was able to share with
me his vision and his views. And as a conse-
quence, we were in a position, I think, to make
changes that empowered, that opened the pos-
sibility of greater penetration and contact from
Cuban families here in remittances and in trav-
el.

And we’ve started to see changes on the is-
land. Now, I think we all understand that, ulti-
mately, freedom in Cuba will come because of
extraordinary activists and the incredible cour-
age of folks like we see here today. But the
United States can help, and we have to be cre-
ative, and we have to be thoughtful. And we
have to continue to update our policies. Keep
in mind that when Castro came to power, I was
just born. So the notion that the same policies
that we put in place in 1961 would somehow
still be as effective as they are today in the age
of the Internet and Google and world travel
doesn’t make sense.

And I think that partly because we’re of the
same generation, we recognize that the aims
are always going to be the same. And what we
have to do is to continually find new mecha-
nisms and new tools to speak out on behalf of
the issues that we care so deeply about.

tion of business in this country. And the 
sector is one that is an enormous advant
the United States. We’re starting to see 
es in geopolitics, in part because of the in
ble production of both traditional 
sources and new energy sources. It’s in
ing. I was having a meeting with the C
American leaders when I was in Costa
And the single thing they wanted to tal
about was energy and how could the U
States help them on their energy cost
that gives you a sense of why the kind of
public policies combined with outstandi
trepreneurs and business leaders like Jor
make an enormous difference in our p
in the world over the long term.

Now, I wish that I could say that Wa
ton always runs on the basis of common
But Washington is a political place. An
we’ve seen over the last several years is 
stant ratcheting up of partisanship tha
vents us from moving forward on things
think, most people would say aren’t Dem
or Republican ideas. They’re just good
monsense, American ideas. Energy ind
dence is one of them; making sure that
investing in the best schools so that ou
dren can compete in this new global eco
rebuilding our infrastructure, not just o
ergy infrastructure, but our ports and ou
and our bridges and our air traffic contr
tems so that we stay on the cutting edge
ing sure we’re investing in research and
opment. Those are all things that are cr
important and should not be the subject 
ological debates.

Unfortunately, what we’ve seen is, aga
again, those efforts blocked. And in fact,
times, what we’ve seen is, Washington hu
economy instead of helping, most recent
the shutdown and the threat that for th
time in over 200 years, America would
its debts.

So we have a whole drawer full o
ideas. And some of them I can do on m
administratively. But ultimately, I’ve 
have a Congress that is prepared to mo
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ward, to work on those issues where we agree,
even as we understand there are some issues

ple support it. It’s being held up because
there’s a small faction in the other party that
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where we’re going to disagree. And that’s why
you being here tonight is so important.

One of my favorite people and one of the
finest public officials that we have in this coun-
try is here tonight: Michael Bennet. He is the
Senator from Colorado. And Michael has the
thankless job of traveling all around the coun-
try and raising money and recruiting candi-
dates on behalf of the Democratic Senate
Committee. And I have to tell you that when
Michael and I—we traveled down to Dallas to-
gether just a couple of days ago—we both sat
there, and we agreed that the horizon and the
possibilities are limitless for the United States
in this next generation.

We are better positioned than any country
on Earth to succeed in the 21st century, just
like we were in the 20th century. But the only
way it’s going to happen is if we solve some of
the political dysfunction that exists in Washing-
ton. And that’s where you come in, because we
can’t make it happen without you. And that’s
why I’m so grateful to Jorge for the support
that he has provided.

I’ll give you just one specific example to in-
dicate what can happen if we focus not on the
next election, but we focus on the next genera-
tion. We’ve been talking about immigration re-
form for decades now. Almost a decade ago,
my predecessor, George W. Bush, said that
comprehensive immigration reform that would
strengthen our borders, improve our legal im-
migration system, and do something about
those who are here on an undocumented basis,
that that would be good for the economy. And
it was embraced by a large number of Republi-
cans as well as Democrats.

We have seen the Senate most recently—
Michael Bennet was part of a group, bipartisan
group, that helped to pass a comprehensive bill
that we know would add over a trillion dollars
of economic growth to our country, would re-
duce our deficit by $800 million, is supported
by law enforcement, clergy, business, immigra-
tion rights activists. And right now it’s being
held up. It’s being held up not because it’s not
a good idea. The majority of the American peo-

has decided we don’t want to do anythi
our main goal is obstruction.

The only way we can continue to plac
sure to get that bill done is by making su
the other side, or at least that small fact
the other side, understands there’s a p
pay when you don’t act on the basis of 
terests of the American people. And so
something that I hope we can still get d
the end of this year.

And by the way, if the Republicans d
to pass it—and nobody would be happie
me, even though it would be to their p
advantage to do it, because ultimately, I
my last election. And along with the gra
what comes with being President is th
take the long view and you start thinking
10 years from now or 20 years from now
years from now.

And when I’m, hopefully, playing with
grandkids, but not too soon—[laughter
cause Malia and Sasha are only 15 and
want to know that what I did made the w
better place for them. I want them to
that because of the decisions we made
we’re more energy independent and tha
improving our environment. I want th
know that not just they and their friend
great education, but children all across A
ca got a great education. I want them to
that the same liberty and freedom that th
joy here is enjoyed in other parts of the 
including Cuba.

That’s what motivates me. That’s wh
me up every day. I want to make sure th
delivering for them. And I know Jorge fe
same way. And I know all of you feel the
way. That’s what we’re fighting for. That
this is about.

And so I know that sometimes politics
messy and ugly. And sometimes, it can 
couraging. And the path of progress ty
involves two steps forward and then on
back. And it doesn’t always move in a s
line. That’s true for those who are still fi
for their freedom. That’s true for those w
ready enjoy their freedom. But wha
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confident about is, if we stay persistent and we
keep our eye on the prize, that we’ll get to

So thank you very much, everybody. God
bless you.
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where we need to go.
And I’m just grateful to all of you for joining

us in this process. And I want you to know that
if we’ve got Senators like Bill Nelson in our
Senate and Michael Bennet in our Senate,
then that’s going to help me deliver on the
promises that I’ve made.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:25 p.m.
residence of Jorge Mas Santos and 
Mas. In his remarks, he referred to 
President Fidel Castro Ruz of Cuba. 
was not available for verification of the c
of these remarks.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Fundrais
Pinecrest
November 8, 2013

The President. Thank you, everybody. Well,
I told Leslie we should all just jump in the
pool. [Laughter] But she thought that might
not be appropriate. I just want to say to Leslie
and her remarkable children, thank you so
much for the hospitality and the support.

Two other people I want to acknowledge:
first of all, your Senator, one of the finest pub-
lic servants we know, Mr. Bill Nelson. By the
way, Bill, did you see “Gravity”?

Senator C. William Nelson. It is terrific.
The President. It is terrific. But I need to get

a sense of what astronauts think about it. I al-
ways told Bill that I was mildly impressed that
he was a U.S. Senator, much more impressed
that he was an astronaut—[laughter]—and just
a great public servant. The other person I want
to make sure I acknowledge is somebody who
has the thankless job of recruiting great candi-
dates and helping to make sure that we main-
tain a democratic majority in the Senate. He is
a wonderful friend and somebody—by the
way, Leslie—who used to be superintendent of
schools and transformed the Denver school
system. That’s how I first met and knew him.
He is a wonderful man, Mr. Michael Bennet.

So I’m going to keep the remarks very brief
because I just want to spend most of the time
interacting, getting questions and suggestions.
We’ve gone through enormous challenges over
the last 4 or 5 years: the worst recession since
the Great Depression, oil leaks in the Gulf,
transformative changes taking place through-
out the Middle East, challenges around how

we build an economy that works for ever
the need to transform our education s
the challenges of climate change. And as
sequence, I think sometimes people ar
ried about what’s the future for our kids
to be like. Are we going to be able to pas
them the same incredible opportunities
lot of us enjoyed as we were coming up?

And the main message I want to del
everybody is, I have never been more op
tic about America’s possibilities for the 
The 21st century is one in which our 
house, our skillset is perfectly adapted
global, interconnected world, we’re the
innovative people on Earth. We’ve g
most entrepreneurial spirit of anybo
Earth. We’ve got incredible natural res
and energy. We have the best universi
Earth, a community college system that
derappreciated in terms of how we ca
and create new skills for folks, the best w
in the world.

We’ve got a lot of stuff going for us. 
the one thing that’s been holding us back
Government and the seeming incapac
people to come together and move forw
commonsense solutions. We’ve seen rec
amples of that. Just as the economy ke
trying to get traction, we have threats o
down and then shutdown and then thr
default, all of which dampens business en
asm and retards our ability to create mor
jobs.
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Immigration reform—Michael Bennet, Bill
Nelson and others supported a bipartisan,

mon sense. But they’re only going to do it if
our politics is reflected—or elections reflect
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comprehensive effort to move a bill forward
that would transform our economy, cut our
deficit, give young people opportunity and at-
tract the best and the brightest. Right now it’s
stalled because of politics. We saw tragic
deaths in Sandy Hook, Newtown. And the ma-
jority of the American people agreed that we
could have some commonsense legislation that
would prevent people with mental illnesses,
criminals from purchasing weapons. That
stalled because of politics.

Here in Florida, we have the possibility of
making sure that over a million people who
don’t have health insurance could get it right
now and wouldn’t have to go through a web-
site. We’re working on that, but in the mean-
time, Medicaid expansion is something that
you’ve already seen a number of States have
done. And right away, you’ve got hundreds of
thousands of people who have health insurance
that didn’t have it before. We could be doing it
right now. It’s not happening because of poli-
tics.

And so the challenge that we have is how do
we get the wisdom and common sense and
hard work of the American people reflected in
our political process? And look, I’m a Demo-
crat. So, obviously, I’m a little biased here. But
I don’t claim that Democrats have all the an-
swers or that we’re perfect. But I will say that if
you just looked objectively at what the Demo-
cratic Party and Democratic Senators stand for
right now, it’s a lot more aligned with what the
American people believe and what they care
about than what a small faction of the other
party is trying to promote.

And I’m confident that there’s going to be
an adjustment process where the Republican
Party, kind of, moves back to reason and com-

that common sense. And if they’re rew
for cooperation and it—when they aren’
ing out for the interests of the America
ple, there are some consequences. And
why elections matter. That’s why they co

Those of you who care about whethe
es are going to protect our core freedom
cluding women’s ability to control the
health care decisions, that’s going to d
on whether or not Bill Nelson and M
Bennet and others still stay in the m
Whether we’re going to be able to dea
climate change in a serious way, that’s g
depend on whether Bill Nelson and M
Bennet are still in the majority. So what
doing here matters a lot.

And I just want you to know that, bec
know a lot of you around the table, I
you’re already—you’ve worked on behalf
in the past. I’ve run my last election. B
capacity to do what needs to be done ov
next 3 years is going to be dependent on 
a great team in Washington. And that’
we’re going to be fighting for over the ne
eral months, at the same time as we’re f
to govern in a way that delivers for middl
families and working families all acro
country. They deserve a Governmen
works for them. That’s what I want to p
And I know that’s what Bill and Mich
the candidates that Michael has rec
want to provide as well.

So thank you for being here, ever
God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:29 p.m.
residence of Leslie Miller Saiontz. Aud
not available for verification of the con
these remarks.

The President’s Weekly Address
November 9, 2013

Hello, everybody. Veterans Day weekend is
a chance for all of us to say two simple words:
“Thank you.” Thank you to that greatest gener-
ation who fought island by island across the Pa-

cific and freed millions from fascism 
rope. Thank you to the heroes who risk
erything through the bitter cold of Kor
the stifling heat of Vietnam. And thank 
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all the heroes who have served since, most re-
cently our 9/11 generation of veterans from

they’ve committed to hiring over 400,000
more.
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Iraq and Afghanistan.
Now that more of them are coming home,

we need to serve them as well as they serve us,
and that requires more than a simple thank
you, especially from those of us who’ve been
elected to serve.

I’ve often said that my top priority is grow-
ing the economy, creating new jobs, and re-
storing middle class security. And a very im-
portant part of that is making sure that every
veteran has every chance to share in the oppor-
tunity he or she has helped defend. In addition
to the care and benefits they’ve earned—in-
cluding good mental health care to stay
strong—that means a good job, a good educa-
tion, and a home to call their own.

If you fight for your country overseas, you
should never have to fight for a job when you
come home. I’ve made sure the Federal Gov-
ernment leads by example, and since I took of-
fice, we’ve hired about 300,000 veterans to
keep serving their country. Our new transition
assistance program is helping veterans and
their spouses find that new job and plan their
career. And I’m going to keep calling on Con-
gress to do the right thing and pass the veter-
ans jobs corps. Put our veterans to work re-
building America.

Our troops gain unmatched skills while serv-
ing in harm’s way. So we’re also doing every-
thing we can to connect more businesses with
highly skilled veterans: more help with job
searches, more tools to connect veterans to job
openings, more chances to earn licenses and
credentials for civilian jobs, and new tax credits
for companies that hire veterans and wounded
warriors, tax credits which Congress should
make permanent.

And America’s businesses have worked with
Michelle and Jill Biden’s Joining Forces cam-
paign to help returning heroes find jobs in the
private sector. They’ve already hired or trained
290,000 veterans and military spouses, and

We’re also committed to giving today
erans and their families the same sho
great education this country gave my gr
ther when he came home from World W
We’re helping more of them earn their d
under the post-9/11 GI bill. We’ve w
with thousands of schools across the cou
set new standards to protect against dis
recruiting and predatory lending practic
target our veterans. And we’re helping
dreds of community colleges and unive
do more to welcome and encourage our
ans on campus.

Thanks to these efforts and the efforts
private sector, we’ve made progress getti
vets back to work. But we’ve got a lot m
do. And as more than a million of our 
return to civilian life, we’re going to h
work even harder. Because the skill, d
tion, and courage of our troops is unma
and when they come home, we all benef
their efforts to build a stronger America
brighter future for our kids.

So to all our veterans, on behalf our
Nation, thank you for everything you’ve
and will continue to do for our count
your Commander in Chief, I’m proud o
service and grateful for your sacrifice. A
long as I’m your President, I will make
mission to make sure that America ha
back, not just on one day or one weeken
365 days a year.

Thanks. God bless you, and have a
weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 5:10 p.m. on November 7 in th
Office at the White House for broadc
November 9. In the address, the Presid
ferred to Jill T. Biden, wife of Vice Pre
Joe Biden. The transcript was made av
by the Office of the Press Secretary on N
ber 8, but was embargoed for release 
a.m. on November 9.
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Statement on Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda)
November 10, 2013

to the
stating

phoon
e as-
heric,
s Ad-

ple to

gener-
. They
e that

ey put
at the

 world
 is the
hat we

so that
y they
ettys-

nation
hes of
 from
st and
of the
 anni-

ea, we
ved in

Desert
s, they

since
ember
d that
enera-
s ever
Michelle and I are deeply saddened by the
loss of life and extensive damage done by Su-
per Typhoon Yolanda. But I know the incredi-
ble resiliency of the Philippine people, and I
am confident that the spirit of bayanihan will
see you through this tragedy. The United
States is already providing significant humani-
tarian assistance, and we stand ready to further
assist the Government’s relief and recovery ef-

forts. Our thoughts and prayers go out 
millions of people affected by this deva
storm.

NOTE: The statement referred to Ty
Haiyan as Typhoon Yolanda, the nam
signed to it by the Philippine Atmosp
Geophysical and Astronomical Service
ministration.

Remarks at a Veterans Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia
November 11, 2013

The President. Thank you. Please be seated.
Good morning, everyone.

Audience members. Good morning.
The President. Thank you, Secretary Shinse-

ki, for your lifetime of service to our Nation
and for being a tireless advocate on behalf of
America’s veterans, including your fellow Viet-
nam veterans. To Vice President Biden and
Dr. Jill Biden; Secretaries Hagel and Perez;
Admiral Winnefeld; Major General Buchanan;
most of all, to our outstanding veteran service
organizations, our men and women in uniform,
and to the proud veterans and family members
joining us in this sacred place: Michelle and I
are incredibly honored to be with you all here
today again.

To the Gold Star families and the brothers-
and sisters-in-arms who walk the paths of these
hallowed grounds and the cemeteries around
the world, we join you as you remember your
loved ones who wore America’s uniform. And
here at Arlington and Section 60, we’ve en-
sured that you can continue to bring the small
mementos of your love and affection to the fi-
nal resting place of these American heroes.

Today we gather once more to honor patri-
ots who have rendered the highest service any
American can offer this Nation: those who
fought for our freedom and stood sentry for
our security. On this hillside of solemn remem-
brance and in veterans halls and in proud pa-

rades across America, we join as one peo
honor a debt we can never fully repay.

In the life of our Nation, across every 
ation, there are those who stand apart
step up, they raise their hands, they tak
oath, they put on the uniform, and th
their lives on the line. They do this so th
rest of us might live in a country and a
that is safer, freer, and more just. This
gift they’ve given us. This is the debt t
owe them.

They fought on a green at Lexington 
we could make independent the countr
imagined. They fought on the fields of G
burg so that we could make whole a 
torn asunder. They fought on the beac
Europe and across Pacific islands. And
their sacrifice we emerged the stronge
most prosperous nation in the history 
world. And this year, as we mark the 60th
versary of the end of the fighting in Kor
pay special tribute to all those who ser
the Korean war.

From the jungles of Vietnam to 
Storm, to the mountains of the Balkan
have answered America’s call. And 
America was attacked on that clear Sept
morning, millions more have assume
mantle, defining one of the greatest g
tions of military service this country ha
produced.
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On tour after tour after tour in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, this generation—the 9/11 genera-

military in the world. We have to devote just as
much energy and passion to making sure we
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tion—has met every mission we have asked of
them. And today we can say that because of
their heroic service, the core of Al Qaida is on
the path to defeat, our Nation is more secure,
and our homeland is safer.

They’re men and women like the soldier—
and soon to be veteran—I met a few months
ago, Jacare Hogan. Jacare deployed to Iraq
twice, and she survived not one, but two—ex-
cuse me, three—separate IED explosions. And
when she was well enough, she deployed again,
this time to Afghanistan, where she was often
the only woman at our forward operating bas-
es. She proudly wears the Combat Action
Badge. And today, Jacare is committed to help-
ing other wounded warriors recover from the
trials of war. “Helping the troops,” she says, “is
what I’m all about.” And, my fellow Americans,
that’s what we should be all about.

Our work is more urgent than ever, because
this chapter of war is coming to an end. Soon,
one of the first marines to arrive in Afghanistan
12 years ago, Brigadier General Daniel Yoo,
will lead his Camp Pendleton marines as they
become one of the last major groups of ma-
rines to deploy in this war. And over the com-
ing months, more of our troops will come
home. This winter, our troop levels in Afghani-
stan will be down to 34,000. And by this time
next year, the transition to Afghan-led security
will be nearly complete. The longest war in
American history will end.

As is true after every conflict, there’s a risk
that the devoted service of our veterans could
fade from the forefront of our minds, that we
might turn to other things. But part of the rea-
son we’re here today is to pledge that we will
never forget the profound sacrifices that are
made in our name. Today reminds us of our sa-
cred obligations. For even though this time of
war is coming to a close, our time of service to
our newest veterans has only just begun.

Think about it: Our troops wear the uniform
for a time, yet they wear another proud title,
the title of “veteran,” for decades, for the rest
of their lives. As a nation, we make sure we
have the best led, best trained, best equipped

have the best cared for, best treated, b
spected veterans in the world.

So when we talk about fulfilling our p
es to our veterans, we don’t just mean fo
years, we mean now, tomorrow, and fo
and not just for generations past, but f
generation of veterans and all who will fo

And that’s why, as Commander in Chi
going to keep making sure we’re providi
precedented support to our veterans. E
we make difficult fiscal choices as a 
we’re going to keep making vital inves
in our veterans. We’re going to keep imp
veterans health care, including mental 
care so you can stay strong. We’re makin
that veterans not covered by the VA can 
quality, affordable health insurance.

We’re going to keep reducing the 
backlog. We’ve slashed it by a third
March, and we’re going to keep at it so y
get the benefits that you have earned an
you need, when you need them. We’re g
keep helping our newest veterans and
families pursue their education under th
9/11 GI bill. We just welcomed our 1 mi
student veteran, and we’re ready for al
who come next.

And we’re going to keep demanding th
rights and dignity of every veteran are u
including by pushing for the Disabilities 
so that our disabled veterans enjoy the
opportunities to travel and work and
around the world as everybody else. An
the help of Michelle and Dr. Jill Bide
Joining Forces, we’re going to keep figh
give every veteran who has fought for A
the chance to pursue the American Dr
fair shot at the jobs and opportunity you
to help us rebuild and grow here at hom
cause you’re bringing home the skills a
work ethic and leadership necessary t
companies and serve your communitie
take care of your fellow veterans.

And that’s our promise to you and a
have served: to be there, to support you
you come home, every step of the way. 
a nation, we will strive to be worthy of th
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rifices that you’ve made. That’s what we owe
all our veterans. That’s what we owe veterans

the oldest living veterans of World War II bear
witness to a day—to the progress of a nation—
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like Richard Overton, who served in the Army
in World War II. He was there, at—[ap-
plause]—now, everybody, I want you to know a
little something about Mr. Overton here. He
was there at Pearl Harbor, when the battle-
ships were still smoldering. He was there at
Okinawa. He was there at Iwo Jima, where, he
said, “I only got out of there by the grace of
God.”

When the war ended, Richard headed home
to Texas to a nation bitterly divided by race.
And his service on the battlefield was not al-
ways matched by the respect that he deserved
at home. But this veteran held his head high.
He carried on and lived his life with honor and
dignity. He built his wife a house with his own
two hands. He went back to work in the furni-
ture business. In time, he served as a courier in
the Texas State Capitol, where he worked for
four Governors and made more friends than
most of us do in a lifetime. 

And today, Richard still lives in the house
that he built all those years ago. He rakes his
own lawn. And every Sunday he hops in his
1971 Ford truck and drives one of the nice la-
dies in his neighborhood to church. [Laughter]
So this is the life of one American veteran, liv-
ing proud and strong in the land he helped
keep free.

And earlier this year, the great folks at Hon-
or Flight Austin brought Richard to Washing-
ton, DC, for the first time. And he and his fel-
low veterans paid their respects at the World
War II Memorial. And then, they visited the
memorial to Martin Luther King, Jr. And as
Richard sat in a wheelchair beneath that great
marble statue, he wept. And the crowd that
gathered around him wept too to see one of

he thought might never come.
Richard Overton, this American vete

107 years old. And we are honored th
here with us today. So let’s ask Rich
stand again, because he can stand.

And this is how we’ll be judged: not 
how well we care for our troops in batt
how we treat them when they come hom
by the America we build together; by w
do with the security and peace that the
helped grant us; by the progress that allo
izens from Richard Overton to Jacare Ho
play their part in the American story.

Today our message to all those who ha
er worn the uniform of this Nation is th
will stand by your side, whether you’re 
out or, like Richard, 70 years out. Becaus
in America, we take care of our own. We
the sacrifices that has been made in our
for this Nation that we love. And we c
ourselves to standing by these veteran
their families, for as long as we’re bles
walk this Earth.

God bless you all. God bless our ve
God bless our men and women in un
And God bless these United States of Am
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a
the Memorial Amphitheater at Arlingto
tional Cemetery. In his remarks, he refe
Maj. Gen. Jeffrey S. Buchanan, USA,
manding general, National Capital Regi
Military District of Washington; S. Sgt. 
Hogan, USA; and Brig. Gen. Danie
USMC, commanding general, I Marine
ditionary Force.

Remarks on the Nomination of Timothy G. Massad To Be Chairman o
Commodity Futures Trading Commission
November 12, 2013

The President. All right. Good afternoon, ev-
erybody. Have a seat. Well, 5 years ago today,
we were in some of the darkest days of one of

the worst economic crises in our history
nancial catastrophe on Wall Street was 
fueling a punishing recession on Main 
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We were looking over the horizon and seeing
the potential for a Great Depression, not

Our economy was bleeding 800,000 jobs a
month. The truth is, nobody knew where the

ary sat
ecome
Schap-
of the
w pad

reform
ry has

 of any
g con-
ody to
watch,
 secre-
 bring-
nspar-
and in
umers
h Sec-
 com-

y $1.8
s that
orked
 can’t

ing or
n. And
cial in-
ossible
r once
ut: the
ged to
cessor,
is out-

irman
e Pres-
s.]

also a
e. We
sump-
n after
xt, be-
 taking
f out-
e of
1244

merely a great recession. And so we prepared
steps to rescue our economy and put people
back to work. But one of our top priorities was
also to make sure that a crisis like this never
happened again.

And the result was historic Wall Street re-
form that put in place smarter, tougher, com-
monsense rules of the road to protect consum-
ers and to end taxpayer-funded bailouts once
and for all. Now, 5 years later, our economy is
growing. Our businesses are creating jobs. Our
markets have hit record highs and there’s no
doubt, our financial system is more stable. And
a big reason for that stability is the work of a
small, but mighty independent agency: the
Commodity Futures Trading Commission. 

[At this point, Commodity Futures Trading
Commission Chairman Gary S. Gensler ges-
tured in approval.]

Was that a little—[laughter].
The CFTC has many responsibilities. Under

Wall Street reform, one of them is to guard
against some of the most reckless and irrespon-
sible practices at the heart of the financial cri-
sis. And this includes making sure big banks
can’t make risky bets with their customers’ de-
posits, something we call the Volcker rule. It
also includes oversight of risky trading in deriv-
atives, some of the complex products that were
part of what precipitated the crisis 5 years ago
and products that Warren Buffett once called
“financial weapons of mass destruction” even
before they nearly brought down AIG and
sparked the financial wildfire on Wall Street.

So these reforms will protect consumers and
make financial systems stronger, more compet-
itive, helping to restore confidence in our mar-
kets, confidence that markets around the world
depend on. And that’s why the CFTC has
worked tirelessly to implement these reforms.
But they need the resources and the regulators
to finish the job, and so that’s why we’re here
today.

When I named Gary Gensler to lead the
CFTC, I hadn’t even taken office yet. We were
about a month and a half into my transition.

bottom would be. Around that time, G
down with Tim Geithner, who would b
my Treasury Secretary, as well as Mary 
iro, who would become Chairperson 
SEC, and began sketching out on a yello
the early outlines of what financial 
would look like. And ever since, Ga
worked tirelessly to make it real.

Gary has one of the smallest budgets
of the agencies charged with protectin
sumers, but he’s done as much as anyb
implement financial reform. Under his 
the CFTC has transformed what was a
tive and shadowy derivatives market by
ing large parts of it onto exchanges to tra
ent trading. And CFTC is working h
hand with other agencies to protect cons
by implementing the Volcker rule, whic
retary Lew has called on regulators to
plete by the end of the year.

They’ve successfully imposed nearl
billion in penalties against financial firm
engaged in rate-fixing schemes. They w
to make sure that an irresponsible few
hurt consumers by illegally manipulat
rigging energy markets for their own gai
they’ve done it all while a swarm of spe
terest lobbyists have done everything p
to thwart their every move. Gary’s neve
let his team forget what this is all abo
American people, folks we are so privile
serve. So before I introduce his suc
please join me in thanking Gary for h
standing service.

[As audience members applauded, Cha
Gensler spoke briefly to the President. Th
ident then continued his remarks as follow

Gary, as always a team player, says 
whole bunch of CFTC people are her
want to congratulate you. My working as
tion is a bunch of them will be here eve
Tim goes and does whatever he does ne
cause the next person who is going to be
over is going to need a whole bunch o
standing, experienced regulators, som
whom are in this room.
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The man I’ve chosen to succeed Gary at the
CFTC is Timothy Massad. And for the past

So I urge the Senate to confirm Tim as soon
as possible. Let him can get right into the vital
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few years, Tim has been charged with—let’s
face it—the thankless task of winding down a
program that no one ever particularly liked,
the Troubled Asset Relief Program, also
known as TARP. He’s quietly been very suc-
cessful at it. President Bush rightly began this
program to stop the downward spiral in late
2008. And we continued that effort, modifying
the program to rescue the American auto in-
dustry as well.

Now, under Tim’s watch, not only have the
banks that benefited from TARP repaid nearly
every single dollar, but he has secured a posi-
tive return of nearly $30 billion to the Ameri-
can taxpayer. He has worked tirelessly to im-
prove TARP programs that help more strug-
gling homeowners stay in their homes, more
hard-hit communities remove the blight of va-
cant homes from their neighborhoods. At the
Treasury Department, he has launched new
online tools that allow American consumers to
track where the funds went and what—when
they were repaid. And that’s a commitment to
transparency and openness that I know that he
wants to continue at the CFTC.

Tim started at Treasury as the right-hand
man to his predecessor Herb Allison, who
passed away earlier this year and was an out-
standing CEO as well as a public servant and
whose work guiding our financial stability re-
forms we honor today. Tim was the right man
to succeed Herb, and with a record that re-
flects a deep commitment to a reform agenda,
which is why he’s the right man to succeed
Gary as well. Tim’s a guy who doesn’t seek the
spotlight, but he consistently delivers. He gets
a high return for American taxpayers without a
lot of fanfare.

I have every confidence that he is the right
man to lead an agency designed to prevent fu-
ture crises, because I think it’s safe to say that
he never wants to have to manage something
like TARP again. [Laughter]

And I just found out that his lovely mother
skydived on her 80th birthday—[laughter]—
which to me is just very cool. [Laughter] She’s
very proud of him right now also.

work of protecting America’s economy a
American people.

And while I’m at it, I would urge Co
to give Tim and the CFTC the resou
needs to do the job. Now, ever since we 
Wall Street reform, its opponents have t
starve funding for the agencies responsi
carrying it out. The men and women 
CFTC are charged with protecting us fr
nancial harm, but they are undermanned
are outgunned. They are working ove
The sequester cuts have made it even 
for them to do their job. They’ve lost 5 p
of their team this year.

Recently, Gary announced that som
to drop—that they have to drop some op
forcement cases because Congress won’
them the resources required to do the
and complete these cases. Now, I mean,
like not having enough cops on the be
having enough prosecutors to pro
crimes. This makes us safer. It makes 
nancial system work better, and it’s fool
us not to adequately resource it.

The Republican leader in the Senate
while back that the less we fund these
cies, the better America will be. That is j
true. We know that’s not true. We’ve g
scars to prove it, given what happened i
and 2008. And that’s why we can’t let an
of lobbyists and their allies in Congress
defund, dismantle the rules that were de
to protect consumers and protect a crisi
happening again. We can’t go back to th
when bad behavior could nearly bring
the entire economy unless taxpayers step
to rescue it. And anybody who is workin
to dismantle any of these reforms will h
explain to the American people why th
that when and if a crisis ever does h
again.

Now, it’s important to realize that fin
reform is not about punishment, it’s 
making sure that everybody plays by the
set of clear and transparent rules that e
age responsible innovation and comp
and discourage fraud and manipulatio
230-207_Text_.pdf   473 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Nov. 12 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

above all, protect the American people. And
these regulations can work when people allow

making sure everyone plays by the same set of
rules, preserving trust in the integrity of our
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it to work.
Let me just give you one example: One of

the things we did was pass a credit card bill of
rights that imposed a new standard of fairness,
transparency, and accountability on credit card
companies. And that means a simpler bill with
no more hidden fees, no more shifting dead-
lines or sudden changes of terms or “any time,
any reason” rate hikes. That wasn’t designed to
punish credit card companies. They provide a
valuable service; they deserve to turn a profit.
A recent study by independent economists
show that these new protections are saving
consumers more than $20 billion a year.

Now, the men and women who work for
agencies like the CFTC, charged with financial
reform in consumer protection, this is the work
that they do: save consumers money and pre-
vent systemic risk from happening again.
They’ve exposed deceptive mortgage schemes,
abusive debt collection practices that prey on
Americans who were hit hard by the recession.
They’ve partnered with States to secure a $50
billion settlement for 600,000 homeowners
who were targeted by some of these mortgage
schemes. The new consumer watchdog agency
we set up is working to empower students and
veterans and families with the straightforward
information they need to make sound financial
choices like buying a home or paying for col-
lege. And so far, it has secured more than $700
million in refunds to more than nearly 8 mil-
lion hard-working American consumers who
were abused by unfair or abusive practices.

So that’s what financial reform is all about.
That’s what a well-functioning CFTC is all
about: protecting hard-working Americans by

markets and our financial system, preve
crisis like the one we endured from eve
pening again. And we’ve come too far a
American people have sacrificed too m
go back to the old days. Our economy is
ing, our businesses are creating jobs, and
of us who have been sent here to serve 
be doing everything we can to strength
middle class, strengthen the financial m
and rebuild an economy where everybod
works hard has a chance to get ahead.

That has been what Gary has been up
entire time that he’s served at the CFT
couldn’t be prouder of the work that 
done. I’m confident that as soon as Co
confirms Tim and allows him to carry o
important work, he is going to be ca
those same values with him, with the ou
ing team that we have at this agency.

So to both of you, thanks for being
public servants. 

Chairman Gensler. Thank you, Mr. 
dent.

The President. Gary, good luck to yo
Tim, congratulations. 

Chairman-designate Massad. Thank y
The President. Let’s get you confirm

right?

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:28 p.m.
State Dining Room at the White House.
remarks, he referred to Warren E. B
chief executive officer and chairman, 
shire Hathaway Inc.; former President G
W. Bush; and Senate Minority Lead
Mitchell McConnell. 

Statement on the Passage of Marriage Equality Legislation in Hawaii
November 12, 2013

I want to congratulate the Hawaii State Leg-
islature on passing legislation in support of
marriage equality. With today’s vote, Hawaii
joins a growing number of States that recog-
nize that our gay and lesbian brothers and sis-
ters should be treated fairly and equally under

the law. Whenever freedom and equal
affirmed, our country becomes strong
giving loving gay and lesbian couples th
to marry if they choose, Hawaii exemplif
values we hold dear as a nation. I’ve 
been proud to have been born in Hawa
230-207_Text_.pdf   474 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Nov. 13

1247

today’s vote makes me even prouder. And Mi-
chelle and I extend our best wishes to all those

in Hawaii whose families will now be now giv-
en the security and respect they deserve.
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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency 
Respect to Iran
November 12, 2013

To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within the 90-day period prior to the anni-
versary date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to Iran that was declared in
Executive Order 12170 of November 14, 1979, is
to continue in effect beyond November 14, 2013.

Because our relations with Iran have 
returned to normal, and the process of 
menting the agreements with Iran, dated
ary 19, 1981, is still under way, I have 
mined that it is necessary to continue t
tional emergency declared in Executive
12170 with respect to Iran.

BARACK OB

The White House,
November 12, 2013.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendi
the end of this volume.

Remarks at the Tribal Nations Conference
November 13, 2013

Thank you, everybody. Everybody, please,
have a seat. Thank you, Karen, for the kind in-
troduction.

A couple of people I want to introduce, or at
least acknowledge. First of all, give it up for
our outstanding new Secretary of the Interior,
Sally Jewell. We’re joined by several other
members of my Cabinet, which reflects how
much my administration values your partner-
ship, the partnership with your communities. I
want to thank the Members of Congress who
are here.

I want to give, also, a special shout-out to
one of my closest advisers, one of my oldest
friends. But he’s also a great friend to all of
you, and he doesn’t get a lot of credit, because
he hates credit. He just likes to work behind
the scenes. But he worked with many of you
when he worked in the Senate. He has been a
key adviser on Native American affairs for me
throughout this process, and I could not be

prouder of him: Mr. Pete Rouse. So gi
Pete Rouse a big round of applause.

Now, most of all, I want to thank all 
especially the tribal leaders who are he
day. And I understand, actually, we’
more tribal leaders here than we ever h
any of these conferences. So it just ke
growing each year, which is wonderful
You represent more than 300 tribal n
each of you with your own extraordinar
tage, each a vital part of a shared Am
family. And as a proud adopted member
Crow Nation, let me say kaheé—welcom
all of you.

Now, after I became President, I sai
given the painful chapters and broken p
es in our shared history, I’d make su
country kept its promises to you. I pro
that tribal nations would have a stronge
in Washington, that as long as I was 
White House, it would be your house to
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for the past 5 years, my administration has
worked hard to keep that promise, to build a

groundwork for our democracy. The Iroquois
called their network of alliances with other
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new relationship with you based on trust and
respect.

And this new relationship wasn’t just about
learning from the past. It was also about the
here and now, recognizing the contributions
that your communities make to enrich the
United States every single day. Native Ameri-
cans are doctors and teachers and business
men and women and veterans and service-
members. And they get up every morning and
help make America stronger and more pros-
perous and more just.

And I want to build on our true govern-
ment-to-government relationship as well. So
I’m proud to have Native Americans serving
with dedication in my administration, includ-
ing Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Indi-
an Affairs Kevin Washburn of the Chickasaw
Nation; my Senior Adviser for Native Ameri-
can Affairs, Jodi Gillette of the Standing Rock
Sioux Tribe; our Governmental [Intergovern-
mental]* Affairs office, we’ve got Charlie Gal-
braith of the Navajo Nation. And I look for-
ward to—so they worked so incredibly hard to
make this conference possible, and I look for-
ward to it every year.

I had the privilege of some of you coming to
the White House yesterday. As we made clear
in the Executive order earlier this year that es-
tablished the White House Council on Native
American Affairs, we have a unique legal and
political relationship, one that’s been affirmed
many times in treaties, in statutes, and in the
Constitution.

That’s the unique relationship we honor to-
day. That’s the relationship we’re called upon
to sustain for the progress of all of our peoples.
And while we should be proud of what we’ve
achieved together in recent years, we also
should be focused on all the work that we still
have to do.

I know we’ve got members of the Iroquois
Nations here today. And I think we could learn
from the Iroquois Confederacy, just as our
Founding Fathers did when they laid the

tribes and European nations a “co
chain.” Each link represented a bond of
and friendship. But that covenant chain
sustain itself. It needed constant care so
would stay strong. And that’s what we’re
to do, to keep the covenant between us f
generation and for future generations
there are four areas in particular where 
we need to focus.

First, let’s keep our covenant stro
strengthening justice and tribal sover
We’ve worked with you in good faith to r
longstanding disputes like establishin
Land Buy-Back Program to consolidate 
lands and restore them to tribal trust 
We’ve reauthorized the Violence A
Women Act so tribes can prosecute thos
commit domestic violence in Indian Co
whether they’re Native American or 
signed changes to the Stafford Act, to let
directly request disaster assistance, b
when disasters like floods or fires strik
shouldn’t have to wait for a middleman
the help you need.

But there’s more we can do to return
control to your communities. And that
I’m urging Congress to reauthorize the 
American Housing Assistance and Self-
mination Act, because your communitie
your affordable housing needs bette
Washington does. It’s why we’ll keep p
Congress to pass the Carcieri fix, so tha
tribal nations can put their land into F
trust. And we’ve heard loud and clea
frustrations when it comes to the prob
being fully reimbursed by the Federal G
ment for the contracted services you p
so we’re going to keep working with yo
Congress to find a solution. That’s all go
be part of making sure that we’re resp
the nation-to-nation relationship.

Now, second, we’ve got to keep our
nant strong by expanding opportunity f
tive Americans. We’ve created jobs bu
new roads and high-speed Internet to c

 * White House correction.
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more of your communities to the broader
economy. We’ve made major investments in

years, and now his son is also doing the same.
And that’s creating more quality health care,

ations.
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job training and tribal colleges and universities.
But the fact remains, Native Americans face
poverty rates that are higher by far than the na-
tional average. And that’s more than a statistic,
that’s a moral call to action. We’ve got to do
better.

So I said to some of you that I met with yes-
terday, growing our economy, creating new
jobs is my top priority. We’ve got to stop the
self-inflicted wounds in Washington. Because
for many tribal nations, this year’s harmful se-
quester cuts and last month’s Government
shutdown made a tough situation worse. Your
schools, your police departments, child welfare
offices are all feeling the squeeze. That’s why
I’m fighting for a responsible budget that in-
vests in the things that we need in order to
grow, things like education, and job training,
and affordable housing and transportation, in-
cluding for Native American communities.
And we’re going to work to make sure Native
American–owned businesses have greater ac-
cess to capital and to selling their goods over-
seas. So we’ve got to build the economy, create
more opportunity.

Number three, we’ve got to keep our cove-
nant strong by making sure Native Americans
have access to quality, affordable health care
just like everybody else. That’s one of the rea-
sons we fought hard to pass the Affordable
Care Act, and we’re working overtime to make
sure the law works the way it’s supposed to.
For Native Americans, this means more access
to comprehensive, affordable coverage. It per-
manently reauthorizes the Indian Health Care
Improvement Act, which provides care to so
many in your communities.

And let me just give you one example of how
this law is already working for tribal nations.
Thanks to the ACA, the Puyallup Tribal Health
Authority in Washington State created the
country’s first tribal family medicine residency
program. Patients are cared for in a culturally
sensitive way, often by Native American staff.
And we’re seeing results: a young physician
caring for a revered tribal elder; a doctor who
has delivered babies in the community for

but also sustaining bonds between gener
That’s progress that we need to build on

And then, the fourth area that we’ve
work on is, let’s keep our covenant stro
being good stewards of native home
which are sacred to you and your fam
saw the beauty of Crow Agency, Mo
when I was a candidate for this office
year, I’ll make my first trip to Indian C
as President.

The health of tribal nations depends 
health of tribal lands. So it falls on all o
protect the extraordinary beauty of those
for future generations. And already, m
your lands have felt the impacts of a ch
climate, including more extreme floodin
droughts. That’s why, as part of the clim
tion plan I announced this year, my ad
tration is partnering with you to identify
your lands are vulnerable to climate c
how we can make them more resilient.

And working together, we want to d
the energy potential of tribal lands in a r
sible way and in accordance with tribal w
Over the last 4 years, we’ve more than d
oil and gas revenues on tribal lands, a b
son why the United States is now more 
independent. So we’re working with tr
get more renewable energy projects, lik
and wind, up and running. Because you
and your economies can be a source of r
able energy and the good local jobs tha
with it.

So standing up for justice and tribal 
eignty, increasing economic opportuni
panding quality health care, protecting
homelands—this is the foundation w
build on. This is the progress that we can
together.

And we don’t have to look far for inspi
Some of you know, Monday obviously w
erans Day, a time to honor all who have
America’s uniform. I know everyone h
proud that Native Americans have such
enlistment rate in our military. And we’v
generations of patriotic Native American
have served with honor and courage.
230-207_Text_.pdf   477 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Nov. 13 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

We draw strength from the Navajo Code
Talkers whose skill helped win the Second
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World War. We draw strength from Woodrow
Wilson Keeble, who many years after his death
was finally awarded the Medal of Honor for his
heroism in the Korean War. We draw strength
from—and I want to make sure I get this
right—Lori Piestewa, who during the Iraq war
was the first known Native American woman to
give her life in combat for the United States.
And we draw strength from all our men and
women in uniform today, including two pilots I
rely on when I step onto Marine One—Major
Paul Bisulca, from the Penobscot Nation, and
Major Eli Jones, of the Shoshone Bannock.
And those guys are carrying me around, keep-
ing me safe.

So, on this Veterans Day week, even though
it’s technically not Veterans Day, I want to ask
all the veterans in the audience—including
several legendary Navajo Code Talkers who
are here— if you can, please stand, accept our
gratitude.

For generations, these men and women
have helped keep our covenant strong. So now
we’ve got to keep strong what they’ve built, for
this and generations to come. It falls to us to
keep America the place where no matter

you work hard. And I know that that’s w
all of you are working hard. That’s wh
represent as leaders of the communitie
are represented here from coast to c
want you to know, that’s what I’m worki
That’s the partnership that I cherish, and
cherish as long as I have the honor of ser
your President.

So thank you. God bless you. God bl
United States of America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:57 p.m.
Department of the Interior. In his rema
referred to Karen R. Diver, chairwoman
business committee, Fond du Lac Ba
Lake Superior Chippewa; Jodi Archam
Gillette, Senior Policy Adviser for 
American Affairs, Domestic Policy C
Charles Galbraith, Associate Director, 
of Intergovernmental Affairs and Publ
gagement; Alan Shelton, clinical directo
allup Tribal Health Authority, and his so
ic resident Austin Shelton; and Maj. P
Biscula, USMC, and Maj. Eli Jones, U
Marine Helicopter Squadron One (HM
He also referred to Executive Order 136

Statement on Typhoon Haiyan Recovery Efforts in the Philippines
November 13, 2013

Our thoughts and prayers continue to be
with the people of the Philippines as they
mourn so many loved ones and neighbors lost
in the awful destruction of Typhoon Haiyan.
Here in the United States, we’re offering our
support to our fellow Filipino Americans who
are worried for family and friends back home.
The friendship between our two countries runs
deep, and when our friends are in trouble,
America helps. That’s why, as I pledged to
President Aquino yesterday, the United States
will continue to offer whatever assistance we
can.

Our support is rooted in the compassion and
generosity of the American people who, time
and again, have stepped up and helped those
in need around the world. Today I encourage

Americans who want to help our F
friends to visit whitehouse.gov/typhoon,
offers links to organizations working 
Philippines and ways to support their e
With so many families and communities
Philippines in urgent need of food, wate
ter, and medicine, even small contrib
can make a big difference and help save 

Meanwhile, the U.S. Government con
to do our part. Our USAID and militar
sonnel are on the ground and working a
the clock. The first American planes ca
emergency supplies and food for 10,000
lies have arrived. U.S. ships, including t
craft carrier USS George Washington, 
their way to the scene to help expand 
and rescue operations, provide logistica
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port and medical care, and provide a platform
for helicopters to move supplies to remote ar-

and Filipinos sacrificed together to liberate the
Philippines during World War II. Today our
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Recovering from one of the strongest storms

ever recorded will take years. But the strength,
resilience, and faith of the Filipino people are
legendary and the areas affected by this storm
are some of the same places where Americans

message to our Filipino allies is that we
with you once more. In the difficul
ahead, we’ll do our part to help you re
And as you rebuild from this terrible 
you will continue to have a friend and p
in the United States of America.

Statement on Signing the School Access to Emergency Epinephrine Ac
November 13, 2013

I just want to thank all of the outstanding
legislators who are here and advocates. This is
something that will save children’s lives. Some
people may know that Malia actually has a pea-
nut allergy. She doesn’t have asthma, but obvi-
ously, making sure that EpiPens are available in
case of emergency in schools is something that
every parent can understand. And thanks to the

bipartisan work of the folks behind us a
advocacy communities that have been p
this so hard, we’re going to be giving Stat
more incentives to make sure that tha
pens. So I want to congratulate all of you

NOTE: H.R. 2094, approved November 1
assigned Public Law No. 113–48.

The President’s News Conference
November 14, 2013

The President. Good morning, everybody.
Good afternoon. Today I want to update the
American people on our efforts to implement
and improve the Affordable Care Act, and I’ll
take a couple of your questions. But before I
do, I just want to say a few words about the
tragedy that’s unfolded in the Philippines.

Over the past few days, I think all of us have
been shaken by the images of the devastation
wrought by Typhoon Haiyan. It’s a heartbreak-
ing reminder of how fragile life is, and among
the dead are several Americans. So our prayers
are with the Filipino people and with Filipino
Americans across our country who are anxious
about their family and friends back home.

One of our core principles is, when friends
are in trouble, America helps. As I told Presi-
dent Aquino earlier this week, the United
States will continue to offer whatever assis-
tance we can. Our military personnel and
USAID team do this better than anybody in
the world, and they’ve been already on the
ground working tirelessly to deliver food, wa-
ter, medicine, shelter, and to help with airlift.

Today the aircraft carrier USS George 
ington and other ships arrived to hel
search and rescue, as well as supplies, m
care, and logistical support. And more 
on the way.

America’s strength, of course, has 
been more than just about what our G
ment can do, it’s also about what our citize
do. It’s about the big-heartedness of the 
can people when they see other folks in t
So today I would encourage everybod
wants to help, to visit whitehouse.gov/typh
that’s whitehouse.gov/typhoon—and that 
fer you links to organizations that are work
the ground and ways that you can suppor
efforts. Our friends in the Philippines wil
long, hard road ahead, but they’ll conti
have a friend and partner in the United St
America.

Now, switching gears, it has now b
weeks since the Affordable Care Act
marketplaces opened for business. I th
fair to say that the rollout has been ro
far. And I think everybody understand
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I’m not happy about the fact that the rollout
has been wrought with a whole range of prob-

if the website were working as it’s supposed to,
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lems that I’ve been deeply concerned about.
But today I want to talk about what we know
after these first few weeks and what we’re do-
ing to implement and improve the law.

Yesterday I—the White House announced
that in the first month, more than 100,000
Americans successfully enrolled in new insur-
ance plans. Is that as high a number as we’d
like? Absolutely not. But it does mean that
people want affordable health care. The prob-
lems of the website have prevented too many
Americans from completing the enrollment
process. And that’s on us, not on them. But
there is no question that there’s real demand
for quality, affordable health insurance. 

In the first month, nearly a million people
successfully completed an application for
themselves or their families. Those applica-
tions represent more than 1.5 million people.
Of those 1.5 million people, 106,000 of them
have successfully signed up to get covered.

Another 396,000 have the ability to gain ac-
cess to Medicaid under the Affordable Care
Act. That’s been less reported on, but it
shouldn’t be. Americans who are having a diffi-
cult time, who are poor, many of them work-
ing, may have a disability—they’re Americans
like everybody else, and the fact that they are
now able to get insurance is going to be criti-
cally important.

Later today I’ll be in Ohio, where Governor
Kasich, a Republican, has expanded Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act. And as many as
275,000 Ohioans will ultimately be better off
because of it. And if every Governor followed
suit, another 5.4 million Americans could gain
access to health care next year.

So bottom line is, in just 1 month, despite all
the problems that we’ve seen with the website,
more than 500,000 Americans could know the
security of health care by January 1, many of
them for the first time in their lives. And that’s
life changing, and it’s significant.

That still leaves about 1 million Americans
who successfully made it through the website,
and now qualify to buy insurance, but haven’t
picked a plan yet. And there’s no question that

who have actually enrolled. So that’s pr
number one: making sure that the w
works the way it’s supposed to. It’s gotte
better over the last few weeks than it w
the first day, but we’re working 24/7 to
working for the vast majority of America
smooth, consistent way.

The other problem that has received 
attention concerns Americans who ha
ceived letters from their insurers that the
be losing the plans they bought in the ol
vidual market, often because they no 
meet the law’s requirements to cover
benefits like prescription drugs or docto
its.

Now, as I indicated earlier, I complet
how upsetting this can be for a lot of A
cans, particularly after assurances they
from me that if they had a plan that they
they could keep it. And to those Ameri
hear you loud and clear. I said that I wo
everything we can to fix this problem. A
day I’m offering an idea that will help do

Already, people who have plans that p
the Affordable Care Act can keep those p
they haven’t changed. That was already
law. That’s what’s called a grandfather 
It was included in the law. Today we’re
to extend that principle both to people 
plans have changed since the law took
and to people who bought plans since t
took effect.

So State insurance commissioners sti
the power to decide what plans can an
be sold in their States. But the bottom 
insurers can extend current plans that 
otherwise be canceled into 2014, and A
cans whose plans have been cancele
choose to reenroll in the same kind of pl

We’re also requiring insurers to exten
rent plans to inform their customers abo
things: one, that protections—what prote
these renewed plans don’t include; and
ber two, that the marketplace offers ne
tions with better coverage and tax credi
might help you bring down the costs.
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So if you’ve received one of these letters, I’d
encourage you to take a look at the market-

curity and peace of mind to millions of Ameri-
cans. It is a complex process. There are all
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place. Even if the website isn’t working as
smoothly as it should be for everybody yet, the
plan comparison tool that lets you browse costs
for new plans near you is working just fine.

Now, this fix won’t solve every problem for
every person. But it’s going to help a lot of peo-
ple. Doing more will require work with Con-
gress. And I’ve said from the beginning, I’m
willing to work with Democrats and Republi-
cans to fix problems as they arise. This is an ex-
ample of what I was talking about. We can al-
ways make this law work better.

It is important to understand, though, that
the old individual market was not working well.
And it’s important that we don’t pretend that
somehow that’s a place worth going back to.
Too often, it works fine as long as you stay
healthy; it doesn’t work well when you’re sick.
So year after year, Americans were routinely
exposed to financial ruin or denied coverage
due to minor preexisting conditions or
dropped from coverage altogether even if they
paid their premiums on time.

That’s one of the reasons we pursued this
reform in the first place. And that’s why I will
not accept proposals that are just another bra-
zen attempt to undermine or repeal the overall
law and drag us back into a broken system. We
will continue to make the case, even to folks
who choose to keep their own plans, that they
should shop around in the new marketplace
because there’s a good chance that they’ll be
able to buy better insurance at lower cost.

So we’re going to do everything we can to
help the Americans who have received these
cancellation notices. But I also want everybody
to remember there are still 40 million Ameri-
cans who don’t have health insurance at all. I’m
not going to walk away from 40 million people
who have the chance to get health insurance
for the first time. And I’m not going to walk
away from something that has helped the cost
of health care grow at its slowest rate in 50
years.

So we’re at the opening weeks of the project
to build a better health care system for every-
body, a system that will offer real financial se-

kinds of challenges. I’m sure there will b
tional challenges that come up. And it’s 
tant that we’re honest and straightforw
terms of when we come up with a pr
with these reforms and these laws, that 
dress them. But we’ve got to move forw
this.

It took a hundred years for us to even
the point where we could start talking
and implementing a law to make sure 
body has got health insurance. And my 
to the American people is, is that we’re
to solve the problems that are there, we
ing to get it right, and the Affordable Ca
is going to work for the American people

So with that, I’m going to take your
tions, and I’m going to start with Julie P
AP.

Public Opinion Toward the Federal G
ment/Patient Protection and Affordable Ca

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. The com
tion of the website problems and the co
over the policy cancellations has sparke
of worry within your own party.

The President. Right.
Q. And polls also show that you’re 

some hits with the public on both your 
job approval rating and also on factors lik
and honesty. Do you feel as though the 
health care rollout has led to a breach 
public trust and confidence in Govern
And if so, how do you plan to resolve tha

The President. There is no doubt that 
are frustrated. We just came out of a shu
and the possibility that for the first time 
200 years, we wouldn’t pay our bills. An
ple breathed a sigh of relief when that 
got done, and the next thing they know
that the President’s health care reform
get the website to work and that the
these other problems with respect to ca
tion notices.

And I understand why folks are frustr
would be too. Because sometimes, peop
at what’s taking place in Washington, an
say, not enough is getting done that he
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with my life. And regardless of what Congress
does, ultimately, I’m the President of the Unit-

plan, you can keep it.” You said after the law
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ed States, and they expect me to do something
about it. 

So, in terms of how I intend to approach it,
I’m just going to keep on working as hard as I
can around the priorities that the American
people care about. And I think it’s legitimate
for them to expect me to have to win back
some credibility on this health care law in par-
ticular, and on a whole range of these issues in
general.

And that’s on me. I mean, we fumbled the
rollout on this health care law. There are a
whole bunch of things about it that are working
really well, which people didn’t notice, right,
because they weren’t controversial: so making
sure kids could stay on their parents’ plans until
they were—through the age of 25, and making
sure that seniors got more discounts on their
prescription drugs. There were a whole bunch
of stuff that we did well over the first 3 years.

But we always knew that these marketplac-
es—creating a place where people can shop
and through competition get a better deal for
the health insurance that their families need—
we always knew that that was going to be com-
plicated and everybody was going to be paying
a lot of attention to it. And we should have
done a better job getting that right on day 1,
not on day 28 or on day 40.

I am confident that by the time we look back
on this next year, that people are going to say
this is working well, and it’s helping a lot of
people. But my intention in terms of winning
back the confidence of the American people is
just to work as hard as I can, identify the prob-
lems that we’ve got, make sure that we’re fixing
them. Whether it’s a website, whether it is
making sure that folks who got these cancella-
tion notices get help, we’re just going to keep
on chipping away at this until the job is done.

Major Garrett [CBS News].

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act/Health-
care.gov Website/Cancellation of Health Insurance
Plans

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You said while
the law was being debated, “If you like your

plan, you can keep it.” Americans believe
sir, when you said that to them over and

The President. Right.
Q. Do you not believe, sir, the Am

people deserve a deeper, more transpar
countability from you as to why you sa
over and over when your own statisti
lished in the Federal Register alerted you
cy staff—and I presume you—to the fa
millions of Americans would, in fact, pr
fall into the very gap you’re trying to ad
tratively fix now?

That’s one question. Second qu
[Laughter] You were informed, or sever
ple in this building were informed, 2 wee
fore the launch of the website that it was
the most basic tests internally, and yet 
sion was made to launch the website on
ber 1. Did you, sir, make that test? And
did you regret that?

The President. Okay, on the website
not informed directly that the website 
not be working the way it was suppos
Had I been informed, I wouldn’t be goi
saying, boy, this is going to be great.

I’m accused of a lot of things, but I
think I’m stupid enough to go around 
this is going to be like shopping on Ama
Travelocity a week before the website o
I thought that it wasn’t going to work. So
ly, we and I did not have enough awa
about the problems in the website. E
week into it, the thinking was that thes
some glitches that would be fixed with p
as opposed to some broader systemic pro
that took much longer to fix and we’
working on them.

So that doesn’t excuse the fact that th
don’t work. But I think it’s fair to say th
Garrett—Major, we would not have roll
something knowing very well that it was
ing to work the way it was supposed, gi
the scrutiny that we knew was going to
the website.

With respect to the pledge I made 
you like your plan, you can keep it, I t
and I’ve said in interviews—that there
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doubt that the way I put that forward unequiv-
ocally ended up not being accurate. It was not

ual market, and I just got a notice from the in-
surer, they dropped me after I had an illness;
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because of my intention not to deliver on that
commitment and that promise. We put a
grandfather clause into the law, but it was in-
sufficient.

Keep in mind that the individual market ac-
counts for 5 percent of the population. So
when I said you can keep your health care, I’m
looking at folks who’ve got employer-based
health care; I’m looking at folks who’ve got
Medicare and Medicaid, and that accounts for
the vast majority of Americans. And then for
people who don’t have any health insurance at
all, obviously that didn’t apply. My commit-
ment to them was, you’re going to be able to
get affordable health care for the first time.

You have an individual market that accounts
for about 5 percent of the population. And our
working assumption was—my working as-
sumption was—that the majority of those folks
would find better policies at lower costs or the
same costs in the marketplaces and that the
universe of folks who potentially would not
find a better deal in the marketplaces, the
grandfather clause would work sufficiently for
them. And it didn’t. And again, that’s on us.
Which is why we’re—that’s on me. And that’s
why I’m trying to fix it. And as I said earlier, I
guess last week, and I will repeat, that’s some-
thing I deeply regret, because it’s scary getting
a cancellation notice.

Now, it is important to understand that out
of that population, typically, there is constant
churn in that market. This market is not very
stable and reliable for people. So people have a
lot of complaints when they’re in that market-
place. As long as you’re healthy, things seem to
be going pretty good. And so a lot of people
think, I’ve got pretty good insurance, until they
get sick, and then suddenly, they look at the
fine print, and they’ve got a $50,000 out-of-
pocket expense that they can’t pay.

We know that on average, over the last de-
cade, each year, premiums in that individual
market would go up an average of 15 percent a
year. I know that because when we were talk-
ing about health care reform, one of the com-
plaints was: I bought health care in the individ-

or my premium skyrocketed by 20 or 3
cent, why aren’t we doing something
this?

So part of what our goal has been is to
sure that that individual market is stab
fair and has the kind of consumer prote
that make sure that people don’t get 
surprise when they really need health
ance. But if you just got a cancellation 
and so far you’re thinking, my prices are
good, you haven’t been sick, and it fit
budget, and now you get this notice, you
ing to be worried about it. And if the ins
saying the reason you’re getting this no
because of the Affordable Care Act
you’re going to be understandably aggr
about it.

Now, for a big portion of those peop
truth is they might have gotten a notice 
we’re jacking up your rates by 30 pe
They might have said, from here on out
not going to cover X, Y, and Z illnesses
changing the—because these were a
month policies. The insurance companie
under no obligation to renew the exac
policies that you had before.

But look, one of the things I unde
when we decided to reform the health
ance market, part of the reason why it
been done before and it’s very difficult to
that anything that’s going on that’s tough
health care market, if you initiated a r
can be attributed to your law. And so w
want to do is to be able to say to these
you know what, the Affordable Care Ac
going to be the reason why insurers h
cancel your plan.

Now, what folks may find is, the ins
companies may still come back and s
want to charge you 20 percent more th
did last year or we’re not going to cove
scription drugs now. But that will—th
the nature of the market that existed ear

Q. Did you decide, sir, that the simp
laration was something the American 
could handle, but this nuanced answer y
gave now was something that you co
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handle and you didn’t trust the American peo-
ple with a fuller truth?

leaving all options on the table to make sure
that we meet that goal.
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The President. No. I think, as I said earlier,
Major, my expectation was that for 98 percent
of the American people, either it genuinely
wouldn’t change at all or they’d be pleasantly
surprised with the options in the marketplace,
and that the grandfather clause would cover
the rest. 

That proved not to be the case. And that’s
on me. And the American people—those who
got cancellation notices do deserve and have
received an apology from me. But they don’t
want just words, what they want is whether we
can make sure that they are in a better place
and that we meet that commitment. 

And by the way, I think it’s very important
for me to note that there are a whole bunch of
folks up in Congress and others who made this
statement, and they were entirely sincere
about it. And the fact that you’ve got this per-
centage of people who have had this impact, I
want them to know that their Senator or Con-
gressman, they were making representations
based on what I told them and what this White
House and our administrative staff told them.
And so it’s not on them, it’s on us. But it is
something that we intend to fix. Good.

Steve Collinson [Agence France-Presse].

Iran

Q. Do you have reason to believe that Iran
would walk away from nuclear talks if Congress
draws up new sanctions? And would that—
would a diplomatic breakdown at this stage
leave you no option but military action? And
how do you respond to your critics on the Hill
who say that it was only tough sanctions that
got Iran to the table, but only tougher sanc-
tions will make it capitulate?

The President. Well, let me make a couple of
points. Number one, I’ve said before, and I will
repeat: We do not want Iran having nuclear
weapons. And it would be not only dangerous
to us and our allies, but it would be destabiliz-
ing to the entire region and could trigger a nu-
clear arms race that would make life much
more dangerous for all of us. So our policy is,
Iran cannot have nuclear weapons. And I’m

Point number two: The reason we’
such vigorous sanctions is because I a
administration put in place, when I cam
office, the international structure to ha
most effective sanctions ever. And so I
it’s fair to say that I know a little bit abou
tions, since we’ve set them up and mad
that we mobilize the entire internationa
munity so that there weren’t a lot of loo
and they really had bite. 

And the intention in setting up those
tions always was to bring the Iranians to 
ble so that we could resolve this issue pe
ly, because that is my preference. Tha
preference because any armed conflict h
to it, but it’s also my preference becau
best way to assure that a country does no
nuclear weapons is that they are making 
sion not to have nuclear weapons and w
a position to verify that they don’t have n
weapons.

So, as a consequence of the sanction
we put in place—and I appreciate all th
bipartisan help, that we received from
gress in making that happen—Iran’s ec
has been crippled. They had a negative
cent growth rate last year. Their cu
plummeted. They’re having significant
lems in just the day-to-day economy 
ground in Iran. And President Rouhani m
decision that he was prepared to com
have a conversation with the intern
community about what they could do to
this problem with us. 

We’ve now had a series of convers
and it has never been realistic that we 
resolve the entire problem all at once.
we have done is seen the possibility 
agreement in which Iran would halt ad
on its program; that it would dilute some
highly enriched uranium that makes it
for them to potentially produce a weapo
they are subjecting themselves to much
vigorous inspections so that we know 
what they’re doing at all their various fac
and that that would then provide tim
space for us to test, over a certain per
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months, whether or not they are prepared to
actually resolve this issue to the satisfaction of

the future—if we’re serious about pursuing di-
plomacy, then there’s no need for us to add
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the international community, making us confi-
dent that, in fact, they’re not pursuing a nucle-
ar weapons program.

In return, the basic structure of what’s been
talked about, although not completed, is that
we would provide very modest relief at the
margins of the sanctions that we’ve set up. But
importantly, we would leave in place the core
sanctions that are most effective and have most
impact on the Iranian economy, specifically, oil
sanctions and sanctions with respect to banks
and financing. And what that gives us is the op-
portunity to test how serious are they, but it al-
so gives us an assurance that if it turns out 6
months from now that they’re not serious, we
can crank—we can dial those sanctions right
back up.

So my message to Congress has been that,
let’s see if this short-term, phase one deal can
be completed to our satisfaction where we’re
absolutely certain that while we’re talking with
the Iranians, they’re not busy advancing their
program. We can buy some additional months
in terms of their breakout capacity. Let’s test
how willing they are to actually resolve this
diplomatically and peacefully.

We will have lost nothing if, at the end of
the day, it turns out that they are not prepared
to provide the international community the
hard proof and assurances necessary for us to
know that they’re not pursuing a nuclear weap-
on. And if that’s—turns out to be the case,
then not only is our entire sanctions infrastruc-
ture still in place, not only are they still losing
money from the fact that they can’t sell their
oil and get revenue from their oil as easily,
even throughout these talks, but other options
remain.

But what I’ve said to Members of Congress
is that if, in fact, we’re serious about trying to
resolve this diplomatically—because no matter
how good our military is, military options are
always messy, they’re always difficult, always
have unintended consequences and in this sit-
uation are never complete in terms of making
us certain that they don’t then go out and pur-
sue, even more vigorously, nuclear weapons in

new sanctions on top of the sanctions th
already very effective and that brought th
the table in the first place.

Now, if it turns out they can’t delive
can’t come to the table in a serious way a
this issue resolved, the sanctions c
ramped back up. And we’ve got that opti
right?

Roger Runningen [Bloomberg News]
er, it’s his birthday, by the way. So tha
the reason you got a question, but I tho
was important to note that.

Q. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. Happy birthday.

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act/
care.gov Website/Information Technology

Q. Back to health care. Can you gua
for the American people that the healt
website is going to be fully operational
people, not just the vast majority, by N
ber 30? And second, more broadly, this 
signature domestic piece of legislation. 

The President. Right.
Q. You hear criticism on the Hill th

and your White House team are too insu
that how this mess came to be?

The President. Well, I think there is g
be a lot of evaluation of how we got 
point. And I’m sure—I assure you th
been asking a lot of questions about tha
truth is that this is, number one, very c
cated. The website itself is doing a lot o
There aren’t a lot of websites out ther
have to help people compare their possi
surance options, verify income to find ou
kind of tax credits they might get, com
cate with those insurance companies s
they can purchase, make sure that all 
verified. Right? So there’s just a bunch o
es to it that made it challenging.

And you combine that with the fact th
Federal Government does a lot of things
well. One of the things it does not do we
formation technology procurement. T
kind of a systematic problem that we
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across the board. And it is not surprising then
that there were going to be some problems.

to, with relatively minor glitches, what we’re al-
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Now, I think we have to ask ourselves some
hard questions inside the White House as op-
posed to why we didn’t see more of these prob-
lems coming earlier on: A, so we could set ex-
pectations; B, so that we could look for differ-
ent ways for people to end up applying. 

So, ultimately, you’re right. This is some-
thing that’s really important to me, and it’s re-
ally important to millions of Americans who
have been waiting for a really long time to try
to get health care, because they don’t have it.
And I am very frustrated, but I’m also some-
body who, if I fumbled the ball, I’m going to
wait until I get the next play, and then I’m go-
ing to try to run as hard as I can and do right by
the team. So ultimately, I’m the head of this
team. We did fumble the ball on it, and what
I’m going to do is make sure that we get it
fixed.

In terms of what happens on November 30
or December 1, I think it’s fair to say that the
improvement will be marked and noticeable.
The website will work much better on Novem-
ber 30, December 1 than it worked certainly
on October 1, but that’s a pretty low bar. It will
be working a lot better than it is—it was last
week, and it will be working better than it was
this week, which means that the majority of
people who go to the website will see a website
that is working the way it’s supposed to.

I think it is not possible for me to guarantee
that a hundred percent of the people a hundred
percent of the time going on this website will
have a perfectly seamless, smooth experience.
We’re going to have to continue to improve it
even after November 30, December 1. But the
majority of people who use it will be able to see
it operate the way it was supposed to.

One thing that we’ve discovered, though, that
I think is worth noting: A lot of focus has been
on the website and the technology, and that’s
partly because that’s how we initially identified
it; these are glitches. What we’re discovering is
that part of the problem has been technology—
hardware and software—and that’s being up-
graded. But even if we get the hardware and
software working exactly the way it’s supposed

to buy.
And another mistake that we made, I

was underestimating the difficulties of 
purchasing insurance online and shopp
a lot of options with a lot of costs and a
different benefits and plans and someh
pecting that that would be very smooth
then they’ve also got to try to apply 
credits on the website.

So what we’re doing even as we’re tr
solve the technical problems is also, wh
we do to make the application a little b
pler? What can we do to make it in Eng
opposed to bureaucratese? Are there ste
we can skip while still getting the core in
tion that people need?

And part of what we’re realizing is th
are going to be a certain portion of peop
are just going to need more help and
handholding in the application process. 
I guess part of the continuous improv
that I’m looking at is not just a technica
It’s also, can we streamline the applicatio
cess? What are we doing to give people
assistance in the application process? H
the call centers and the people who are h
folks in person? How are they trained 
things can go more smoothly?

Because the bottom line ultimately is
want people to know what their options
a clear way. And buying health insura
never going to be like buying a song on i
It’s just a much more complicated trans
But I think we can continue to make it 
All of which is to say that on December 
vember 30, it will be a lot better, but the
still be some problems. Some of those w
be because of technological problem
though I’m sure that there will still be
glitches that have to be smoothed out. S
it’s going to be, how are we making this
cation process more user friendly for fol

And one good example of this, by th
just to use an analogy: When we came i
fice, we heard a lot of complaints about
nancial aid forms that families have to 
to get Federal financial aid. And I actua
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member applying for some of that stuff and re-
member how difficult and confusing it was.

this stuff in the past—2 years ago, as we were
thinking about this, we might have done more
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And Arne Duncan over at Education worked
with a team to see what we could do to simplify
it, and it made a big difference.

And that’s part of the process that we’ve got
to go through. And in fact, if we can get some
focus groups and we sit down with actual users
and see how well is this working, what would
improve it, what part of it didn’t you under-
stand, that all I think is part of what we’re go-
ing to be working on in the weeks ahead.

Q. What about the insularity criticism that
you hear on the Hill?

The President. I’ve got to say I meet with an
awful lot of folks, and I talk to an awful lot of
folks every day. And I have lunches with CEOs
and IT venture capitalists and labor leaders
and pretty much folks from all walks of life on a
whole bunch of topics. And if you looked at my
schedule on any given day, we’re interacting
with a whole lot of people.

And I think it’s fair to say that we have a
pretty good track record of working with folks
on technology and IT from our campaign
where, both in 2008 and 2012, we did a pretty
darn good job on that. So it’s not—the idea
that somehow we didn’t have access or were
interested in people’s ideas, I think isn’t accu-
rate. What is true is that, as I said before, our
IT systems, how we purchase technology in the
Federal Government is cumbersome, compli-
cated, and outdated. 

And so this isn’t a situation where—on my
campaign, I could simply say, who are the best
folks out there? Let’s get them around a table.
Let’s figure out what we’re doing, and we’re
just going to continue to improve it and refine
it and work on our goals. If you’re doing it at
the Federal Government level, you’re going
through 40 pages of specs and this and that and
the other, and there are all kinds of laws in-
volved, and it makes it more difficult. It’s part
of the reason why, chronically, Federal IT pro-
grams are over budget, behind schedule. 

And one of the—when I do some Monday
morning quarterbacking on myself, one of the
things that I do recognize is—since I know that
the Federal Government has not been good at

to make sure that we were breaking the
on how we were going to be setting th
But that doesn’t help us now. We’ve 
move forward. 

Jeff Mason [Reuters].

Cancellation of Health Insurance Plans/P
Protection and Affordable Care Act

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Toda
that you just announced leaves it up to
insurance commissioners and insurance
panies to ultimately decide whether to
old policies to be renewed for a year. Ho
fident are you that they will do that? An
ondly, how concerned are you that this 
rollout may hurt Democrats’ chances i
year’s midterm elections and your ability
vance other priorities such as immigrat
form?

The President. All right. On the first
tion, traditionally, State insurance comm
ers make decisions about what plans can
cannot be sold, how they interact with in
What we’re essentially saying is, the Affo
Care Act is not going to be the factor i
happens with folks in the individual m
And my guess is, right away you’re going
a number of State insurance commission
ercise it.

Part of the challenge is, the individua
kets are different in different States. The
some States that have individual ins
markets that already have almost all th
sumer protections that the Affordable Ca
does. They match up pretty good. It’s no
big jump for folks to move into the m
place. In others, they’re pretty low stan
so you can sell pretty substandard pl
those markets. And that’s where people
see a bigger jump in their premiums.

So I think there’s going to be some Sta
State evaluation on how this is handle
the key point is, is that it allows us to be 
say to the folks who received these n
Look, I, the President of the United 
and the insurance—that the insurance 
the Affordable Care Act, is not going
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getting in the way of you shopping in the indi-
vidual market that you used to have. Now, as I

My first and foremost obligation is the
American people, to make sure that they can

e darn
 out—
 allow
d give

rybody
en we
letting
 So my
to just
 get it

I think
ked to
downs
And I
, I am
erfect
le day
meri-

ho are
ilities,
e way

shot.
t com-
—con-
n’t be

se that
his of-
can to

at that
ena is,

rly fo-
e roll-
There
e kind
is one

at the
ct was
system
y had
rdable
ity; we
 get it
etimes
1260

said, there are still going to be some folks who
over time, I think, are going to find that the
marketplaces are better.

One way I described this to—I met with a
group of Senators when this issue first came
up, and it’s not a perfect analogy, but we made
a decision as a society that every car has to have
a seatbelt or airbags. And so you pass a regula-
tion. And there are some additional costs, par-
ticularly at the start of increasing the safety and
protections, but we make a decision as a soci-
ety that the costs are outweighed by the bene-
fits of all the lives that are saved. So what we’re
saying now is, if you’re buying a new car, you
got to have a seatbelt.

Well, the problem with the grandfather
clause that we put in place is it’s almost like we
said to folks, you got to buy a new car, even if
you can’t afford it right now. And sooner or lat-
er, folks are going to start trading in their old
cars. But we don’t need—if their life circum-
stance is such where, for now at least, they
want to keep the old car, even if the new car is
better, we should be able to give them that op-
tion. And that’s what we want to do.

Q. And the politics——
The President. And by the way, that’s what

we should have been able to do in drafting the
rules in the first place. So again, these are two
fumbles on something that—on a big game,
which—but the game is not over.

With respect to the politics of it, I’ll let you
guys do a lot of the work on projecting what
this means for various political scenarios.
There is no doubt that our failure to roll out
the ACA smoothly has put a burden on Demo-
crats, whether they’re running or not, because
they stood up and supported this effort
through thick and thin. And I feel deeply re-
sponsible for making it harder for them rather
than easier for them to continue to promote
the core values that, I think, led them to sup-
port this thing in the first place, which is, in
this country, as wealthy as we are, everybody
should be able to have the security of afford-
able health care. And that’s why I feel so
strongly about fixing it.

get what’s there—if we can just get th
website working and smooth this thing
which is plans that are affordable and
them to take advantage of tax credits an
them a better deal.

But I also do feel an obligation to eve
out there who supported this effort. Wh
don’t do a good job on the rollout, we’re 
them down. And I don’t like doing that.
commitment to them is, we’re going 
keep on doing better every day until we
done.

And in terms of the impact on me—
to some extent I addressed it when I tal
Julie—there are going to be ups and 
during the course of my Presidency. 
think I said early on when I was running
not a perfect man and I will not be a p
President, but I’ll wake up every sing
working as hard as I can on behalf of A
cans out there from every walk of life w
working hard, meeting their responsib
but sometimes are struggling because th
the system works isn’t giving them a fair 

And that pledge I haven’t broken. Tha
mitment, that promise, continues to be
tinues to hold: the promise that I would
perfect, number one, but also the promi
as long as I’ve got the honor of having t
fice, I’m just going to work as hard as I 
make things better for folks. And wh
means specifically in this health care ar
we can’t go back to the status quo.

I mean, right now everybody is prope
cused on us not doing a good job on th
out, and that’s legitimate, and I get it. 
have been times where I thought we wer
of slapped around a little bit unjustly. Th
is deserved. Right? It’s on us.

But we can’t lose sight of the fact th
status quo before the Affordable Care A
not working at all. If the health care 
had been working fine and everybod
high-quality health insurance at affo
prices, I wouldn’t have made it a prior
wouldn’t have been fighting this hard to
done, which is why, when I see som
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folks up on Capitol Hill, and Republicans in
particular, who have been suggesting repeal,

tive clergy who are deeply committed to immi-
gration reform. We’ve got the business com-
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Scotty
 a big
repeal, let’s get rid of this thing, I keep on ask-
ing what is it that you want to do? Are you sug-
gesting that the status quo was working? Be-
cause it wasn’t, and everybody knows it. It
wasn’t working in the individual market, and it
certainly wasn’t working for the 41 million peo-
ple who didn’t have health insurance. 

And so what we did was we chose a path that
was the least disruptive, to try to finally make
sure that health care is treated in this country
like it is in every other advanced country: that
it’s not some privilege that just a certain por-
tion of people can have, but it’s something that
everybody has some confidence about. And we
didn’t go far left and choose an approach that
would have been much more disruptive. We
didn’t adopt some more conservative proposals
that would have been much more disruptive.
We tried to choose a way that built off the ex-
isting system. But it is complicated, it is hard,
but I make no apologies for us taking this on,
because somebody sooner or later had to do it.
I do make apologies for not having executed
better over the last several months.

Immigration Reform

Q. And do you think that execution and the
flaws in the rollout will affect your ability to do
other things, like immigration reform and oth-
er policy priorities?

The President. Well, look, if it comes to im-
migration reform, there is no reason for us not
to do immigration reform. And we’ve already
got strong bipartisan support for immigration
reform out of the Senate. You’ve got—I met
with a number of traditionally very conserva-

munity entirely behind immigration refo
you’ve got a bunch of constituencies th
traditionally much more—have leaned
more heavily towards the Republicans w
behind this.

So if people are looking for an excuse
do the right thing on immigration reform
can always find an excuse: We’ve run 
time, or this is hard, or—the list goes o
on. But my working assumption is 
should want to do the right thing. And
you’ve got an issue that would strengthe
ders, make sure that the legal immigrati
tem works the way it’s supposed to, that
go after employers who have been doi
wrong thing when it comes to hiring un
mented workers and would allow folks w
here illegally to get right with the law and
fine and learn English and get to the b
the line, but ultimately join fully our Am
community—when you’ve got a law that
sense, you shouldn’t be looking for an 
not to do it. And I’m going to keep on p
to make sure it gets done. 

Am I going to have to do some work
build confidence around some of our 
tives? Yes. But part of this job is the thin
go right, you guys aren’t going to write 
the things that go wrong get prominent
tion. That’s how it has always been. Tha
unique to me as President. And I’m up
challenge. We’re going to get this done.

All right? Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference
at 12:02 p.m. in the James S. Brady
Briefing Room at the White House. 

Remarks at ArcelorMittal Cleveland in Cleveland, Ohio
November 14, 2013

The President. Hey! Hello, Ohio! Well, it is
good to be back in Cleveland. The last time I
was here was about a year ago, in the final days
of the campaign. I know how much you miss
hearing how I approve this message every night
on TV. [Laughter] I will say it is nice to be here

when the only real battle for Ohio 
Browns-Bengals game this Sunday. He’s 
Browns shirt right here, Browns cap. [Lau

Audience member. Yes, sir!
The President. The—I want to thank 

for that terrific introduction. Give him
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round of applause. He was a natural. I want to
thank your CEO, Lakshmi Mittal, for investing

got the call: Fire those furnaces back up, get
those workers back on the job. And over the
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in America and the Cleveland area. We appre-
ciate him. And I want to thank all of you for
having me here today.

Along with me, there are a couple of people
I just want to acknowledge. First of all, Ameri-
ca’s Secretary of Energy, Ernie Moniz, is here.
Right there. And Congresswoman Marcy Kap-
tur is here. Give Marcy a big round of ap-
plause. Fighting for working people every day.

And earlier this afternoon I had a chance to
see your mayor, Frank Jackson; your county ex-
ecutive, Ed FitzGerald. And I want—even
though they’re not here, I want to thank them
for the great work they’re doing on behalf of
working people throughout the region.

And then finally, I want to thank Mark and
Gary for showing me one of the biggest steel
plants in America. They told me that folks are
proud to have been making steel right here for
a century—a hundred years—right here. And
they explained that, today, you—the steel you
make is some of the strongest you’ll find any-
where in the world. This is one of the most
productive plants in the world. Best workers in
the world.

And what’s remarkable is, when you think
about it, go back to where this plant was just a
few years ago: Economy was in a free fall, auto
industry on the brink of collapse. And that
meant demand for steel had dried up. The
blast furnaces went quiet. About 1,200 steel-
workers punched out for what might have been
the last time. And that all came at the end of a
decade when the middle class was already
working harder and harder just to get by and
nearly one in three American manufacturing
jobs had vanished, a lot of them going overseas.
And that could have devastated this communi-
ty for good.

But we rolled up our sleeves, we made some
tough choices. We rescued and retooled the
American auto industry; it saved more than a
million jobs. We bet on American ingenuity
and American workers. And assembly lines
started humming again, and automakers start-
ed to make cars again. And just a few months
after this plant shut down, your plant manager

last 4 years, you’ve made yourselves one
most productive steel mills not just in Am
but in the world. [Applause] In the world

So you retooled to make the stronge
that goes into newer, better American ca
trucks. You created new partnership
schools and community colleges to mak
that folks who work here have the high 
high-tech skills they need for the hig
jobs, because I was looking around this f
and there’s a whole bunch of compute
going on and—[laughter].

One of your engineers—and I want to
sure I get Margaret’s name right here—M
ret Krolikowski. Did I get that right, Mar
Where’s Margaret? Where is she? There
back there. So I’m going to quote you, I
ing to quote you. Here’s what Margare
“When we came back, we wanted to mak
we were in a position where we neve
down again.” Never shut down again. An
means making sure that workers here ar
stantly upgrading their skills and inves
being made in the state-of-the-art techn

And it was interesting, when I was me
number of the folks who were giving m
tour—folks who have been here 30 ye
years—but obviously, the plant’s change
so during that period, they’ve had to u
their skills. That’s what’s happened
that—and the story of this plant is the s
America over the last 5 years. We haven
been recovering from a crisis, what we’v
trying to do is rebuild a new foundati
growth and prosperity to protect ou
from future crises. And because of the g
resilience and optimism of the America
ple, we’re seeing comeback stories like
all across America.

Over the last 44 months, our businesse
created 7.8 million new jobs. Last month,
er 200,000 Americans went back to work.
lot of those jobs are in manufacturing. S
we’ve got to do more to get those engines
economy churning even faster. But b
we’ve been willing to do some hard thing
just kick the can down the road—factor
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reopening their doors, businesses are hiring new
workers, companies that were shipping jobs

energy. All that saves businesses money on
their energy bills. Your plant is one of the hun-
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overseas, they’re starting to talk about bringing
those jobs back to America. We’re starting to see
that.

And let me give you an example, because we
were talking about this; Mr. Mittal and others
were talking about what’s different now. Take
a look at what we’ve done with American ener-
gy. For years, folks have talked about reducing
our dependence on foreign oil, but we didn’t
really do it. And we were just importing more
and more oil, sending more and more money
overseas. Gas prices keep on going up and up
and up. We finally decided we were going to
do something about it.

So we invested in new American technolo-
gies to reverse our addiction to foreign oil,
double wind power, double solar power, pro-
duce more oil, produce more natural gas, and
do it all in a way that is actually bringing down
some of our pollution, making our entire econ-
omy more energy efficient. Today, we generate
more renewable energy than ever. We produce
more natural gas than anybody in the world.
Just yesterday we learned that for the first time
since 1995, the United States of America pro-
duces more of our own oil here at home than
we buy from other countries. [Applause] First
time since 1995. And that’s a big deal. That’s
what America has done these past 5 years.

And that is a huge competitive advantage for
us. Part of the reason companies now want to
move—we were just talking about it—this
plant, if it’s located in Germany, energy costs
are double, maybe triple; same in Japan. So
this gives us a big edge. But this is also impor-
tant: We reached the milestone not just be-
cause we’re producing more energy, but also,
we’re wasting less energy. And this plant’s a
good example of it. We set new fuel standards
that double the distance our cars and trucks go
on a gallon of gas by the middle of the next de-
cade. That saves the average driver—every-
body here—more than $8,000 at the pump
over the life of a new car. You like that? [Ap-
plause] We launched initiatives to put people
to work upgrading our homes, and our busi-
nesses, and our factories so we’re wasting less

dreds to answer that call. And if you’re 
money on energy costs, that means you 
vest in equipment, invest in workers, hire
people, produce more product.

And here’s another thing: Between
clean energy, less wasted energy, the 
pollution that’s helping to warm the 
that actually starts going down. And that
news for anybody who cares about lea
planet to our kids that is as beautiful as t
we got from our parents and our grandp
So it’s a win-win. Our economy keeps gr
creating new jobs, which means that str
ening our energy security and increasing
gy efficiency doesn’t have to be a choi
tween the environment and the econom
can do both.

So we’ve tackled the way we use e
That’s making America more competi
order to attract good jobs. We’ve also t
our deficits. A lot of people have bee
cerned about deficits. Since I took offi
cut them in half. That makes America m
tractive when it comes to business inve
decisions.

And we’ve tackled a broken health ca
tem. Obviously, we’re not done yet. [App
Obviously, we’re not done yet. But ov
last 3 years, health care costs have grown
slowest pace on record. And this is a
place to work thanks to a great steelw
union and cooperation between manag
and labor. But just keep in mind that i
nesses’ health care costs are growing at
one-third the rate that they were a decad
that makes America a more affordable p
do business, and it also means that the
tors here, if they’re putting less mone
health care costs, they can put more mo
terms of hiring more workers and makin
that they’re getting good pay.

So that’s what all these tough decisio
about: reversing the forces that have hu
middle class for a long, long time and bu
an economy where anybody, if you work
you can get ahead. That’s what plants li
have always been about. It’s not that it
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work. But it means if you work hard, you’ve got
a chance to buy a home, you’ve got a chance to

We should do everything we can to revital-
ize American manufacturing. Manufacturing
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retire, you’ve got a chance to send your kids to
school, you have a chance to maybe take a little
vacation once in a while. That’s what people
strive for. And that’s what will make the 21st
century an American century, just like the last
century was.

But I didn’t run for President to go back to
where we were. I want us to go forward. I want
us to go towards the future. I want us to get us
to where we need to be. I want to solve prob-
lems, not just put them off. I want to solve
problems. And we’ve got to do more to create
more good, middle class jobs like the ones folks
have here.

That means we’ve got to do everything we
can to prepare our children and our workers
for the competition that they’re going to face.
We should be doing everything we can to help
put some sort of advanced education within
reach for more young people. Not everybody
has got to go to a 4-year college, but just look-
ing at the equipment around here, you’ve got
to have a little bit of advanced training. It may
come through a community college, or it may
come through a technical school, but we’ve got
to make sure you can get that education, your
kids can get that education, without going
broke—[applause]—without going broke,
without going into debt. So we’re working on
that.

Another thing we should be working on: fix-
ing a broken immigration system. When you
think about this whole region, a lot of folks for-
get, but almost everybody who worked in that
plant a hundred years ago came from some-
place else. And so we’ve got now a new genera-
tion of hopeful, striving immigrants; we’ve got
to make sure that they come legally and that we
do what we need to secure our borders, but
we’ve also got to make sure that we’re provid-
ing them opportunity just like your parents,
grandparents, great-grandparents received
when they arrived at this plant. And that’s im-
portant. And by the way, it will help our econo-
my grow, because then they’re paying taxes and
helping to invest and build here in America.

is—that’s the hub of our economy. Wh
manufacturing base is strong, the entire 
my is strong. A lot of service jobs depe
servicing manufacturing jobs. And typ
manufacturing jobs pay a little bit bet
that’s been a path, a ticket to the middle
So when we make steel and cars, make
here in America, that helps. Like I said
may be hard, but it gives you enough mo
buy a home and raise a kid, retire and
your kids to school.

And those kinds of jobs also tell us 
thing else. It’s not just how much you 
your paycheck, it’s also a sense of, “I’m m
something, and I’m helping to build this
try.” It helps establish a sense of—that
invested in this country. It tells us what
worth as a community. One of your cow
Mike Longa—where’s Mike?

Audience member. Right here.
The President. Is he back here? That’

right there. Mike grew up here. His mo
dad worked at this plant. This plant help
Mike and four brothers and/or sisters th
college. And once this plant started g
again, Mike got his chance to be a steelw
here and provide for his own two youn
So it’s a generational thing, and I want t
that going.

In my State of the Union Address, I
about how we created America’s first ma
turing innovation institute right here in
Marcy Kaptur has been a big proponent
because she knows how important manu
ing is. I want to create more of them: 
where businesses are working with unive
and they’re partnering to figure out wh
the new manufacturing techniques tha
us at the cutting edge so that China or G
ny don’t get ahead of us in terms of the 
ment that’s being invested. We want to
the cutting edge so what we’re producin
ways the best steel, it’s always the bes
But that requires research and investme

And your Senator, Sherrod Brown, 
us to create that first manufacturing h
Youngstown. And he’s now leading a bip
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effort with Senator Blunt of Missouri to move
more of these manufacturing innovation hubs
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all across the country. And Congress should
pass Sherrod’s bill. We should be doing every-
thing we can to guarantee the next revolution
in manufacturing happens right here in
Cuyahoga, happens right here in Ohio, hap-
pens right here in America.

And let me make one last point. We have to
do everything we can to make sure every
American has access to quality, affordable
health care, period. You may have read, we had
some problems last month with websites. I’m
not happy about that. And then I had a press
conference today, and I said, you know what,
we fumbled the ball in terms of the rollout.

But we always knew this was going to be
hard. There’s a reason why folks had tried to
do it for a hundred years and hadn’t done it.
And it’s complicated. There are a lot of players
involved. The status quo is entrenched. And so
yes, there’s no question, the rollout on the Af-
fordable Care Act was much tougher than we
expected. But I want everybody here to under-
stand, I am going to see this through. I want
millions of Americans to make sure that they’re
not going broke when they get sick and they
can go to a doctor when their kid gets sick. And
we’re not apologizing for that. We are going to
get this done.

So we’re going to get the website working
the way it’s supposed to. The plans are already
out there that are affordable, and people can
get tax credits. We’re going to help folks whose
old plans have been canceled by the insurers—
many of them weren’t very good—and we’re
going to make sure that they can get newer,
better options.

But we’re not going to go back to the old
system because the old system was broken.
And every year, thousands of Americans would
get dropped by—dropped from coverage or
denied their medical history or exposed to fi-
nancial ruin. You guys are lucky that you work
at a company with a strong union that gives you
good health benefits. But you know friends and
family members who don’t have it, and you
know what it’s like when they get sick. You
know what it’s—how scary it is for them when

sick, and suddenly, the insurance co
says: “Oh, I’m sorry, you owe $50,000. 
not covered.” Or they jack up your prem
you can’t afford it because you had som
of preexisting condition. That happens
day.

So we’re not going to let that happen.
not going to let folks who pay their pre
on time get jerked around. And we’re n
ing to walk away from the 40 million A
cans without health insurance. We are n
ing to gut this law. We will fix what need
fixed, but we’re going to make the Affo
Care Act work. And those who say they
posed to it and can’t offer a solution, we’
back.

I’ve got to give your Governor a little
credit. John Kasich, along with a lot o
legislators who are here today, they exp
Medicaid under the Affordable Care Ac
think about that. Just that one step me
many as 275,000 Ohioans are going to
health insurance. And it doesn’t depen
website. That’s already happening beca
the Affordable Care Act.

And I think it’s fair to say that the Go
didn’t do it because he just loves me so 
[Laughter] I mean, we don’t agree on 
but he saw: well, this makes sense
wouldn’t we do this? Why wouldn’t we
sure that hundreds of thousands of 
right here in Ohio have some security? 
the right thing to do. And by the way, i
Republican Governor did what Kasich di
rather than play politics about it, you’d
another 5.4 million Americans who cou
access to health care next year, regard
what happens with the website. That’
decision not to do it. And it’s the wrong
sion. They’ve got to go ahead and sign fo

So the bottom line is, sometimes, w
have to set aside the politics and foc
what’s good for people. What’s good to
our middle class? What’s going to help
plants like this growing? What’s going to
sure we’re putting more people back to
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What’s going to really make a difference in
terms of our kids getting a great education?

That’s pretty good. [Applause] That’s pretty
good.
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And look, we’ve done it before. That’s the
good news. The good news is that America is—
look, we make mistakes. We have our differ-
ences. Our politics get screwed up sometimes.
Websites don’t work sometimes. [Laughter]
But we just keep going.

Audience members. That’s right.
The President. We didn’t become the great-

est nation on Earth by accident. We did it be-
cause we did what it took to make sure our
families could succeed, make sure our busi-
nesses could succeed, make sure our commu-
nities could succeed. And if you don’t believe
me, listen to one of your coworkers.

So Sherrod Brown, earlier this year, brought
a special guest along with him to the State of
the Union Address, one of your coworkers,
Cookie Hall. Where’s Cookie? Is Cookie here? 

Audience member. No, she’s back at the hall.
The President. She’s back at the hall work-

ing. [Laughter] Well, let me say something
nice about her behind her back. [Laughter] So
Cookie said, one of—let me make sure I can
find this. She said—that night she said: “If I
get a chance to meet President Obama, I’ll tell
him my greatest pride is in our 12,000—2012
production record at Cleveland Works. We’re
the most productive steelworkers in the
world.” More than a ton of steel produced for
every single one of the workers at this plant.

So all of you are an example of what
when we put our minds to it. This pla
closed for a while. We go through hard
And a lot of our friends are still going th
hard times. But when we work at it, we
we can get to a better place, and we can r
some security to a middle class that was 
in plants just like this one and keep givin
ders of opportunity for folks who were 
to work hard to get into the middle
That’s what I’m about. That’s what this p
about. I’m proud to be with you.

And as long as I have the honor of
your President, I’m going to be waking 
ery single day thinking about how I can
on helping folks like the ones who work
plant. 

God bless you. Thank you. God bles
and God bless the United States of Am
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:38 p.m.
remarks, he referred to Thomas Sco
Cookie Hall, steelworkers, Lakshmi N. 
chairman and chief executive office, M
Kovach, finishing division manager, G
Grimes, Sr., safety advocate, and Margare
likowski, finishing quality manager, Arcel
tal.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Fundrais
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
November 14, 2013

The President. Thank you. Everybody, have
a seat. Thank you.

Now, I’ve got my own version of this.
[Laughter] If David and Rhonda had just host-
ed one of my first fundraisers after I’d been
elected to the United States Senate, that would
have been enough. Dayenu. [Laughter] If they
had been—just hosted one of my first Presi-
dential fundraisers, dayenu. [Laughter] I have
been here so much—[laughter]—the only
thing I haven’t done in this house is have Seder

dinner. [Laughter] But they have just
such great friends, and I’m so grateful to
and I really appreciate it.

In addition to David and Rhonda, I w
just acknowledge a couple of other folk
You’ve got an outstanding mayor here in
delphia, Mr. Michael Nutter. We’re ver
proud of him. And you also have in you
ence not just two of our best legislato
two of my favorite people, period. Th
gentlemen. They are in public service f
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right reasons. They are what’s called workhors-
es as opposed to show horses in Congress. And

try. I want to make sure that we are investing
in early childhood education that we know
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they’ve got wonderful families. Part of the rea-
son I may just like them so much is, they’ve got
a lot of daughters. [Laughter] And so we’ve got
that dad-bonding thing. But I’m so glad to call
them my friends, and we’re lucky to have
them: your own Bob Casey and Michael Ben-
net from Colorado. So thrilled to have them
here.

One of the benefits of this kind of format is
that I don’t have to make a long speech, but in-
stead we can have a dialogue, have an interac-
tion. So let me just make some brief remarks at
the top.

I think David made a critical point, which is,
as President of the United States, everybody
says, well, the most powerful office on Earth is
yours, and yet almost everything I do depends
on the hard work and cooperation of Members
of Congress. And that’s hard to find sometimes
in this political environment.

But we have been blessed with a Democratic
Senate that cares about the issues that so many
of you have been working for so long. We could
not have brought the economy back from the
brink had it not been for people like Bob and
Michael being in a position to take some very
tough votes. Right now the auto industry bail-
out is very popular. At the time, it polled at
about 10 percent. But they knew it was the
right thing to do. It was because of them that
we were able to make progress on issues like
health care reform. It’s because of them that
we were able to make sure that young people
got more help when it came to dealing with col-
lege costs. It was because of them that we were
able to get rid of “don’t ask, don’t tell.”

And so that list of accomplishments, obvi-
ously I take great pride in, but it is really a part-
nership. And particularly at a time when Wash-
ington is so polarized, if we do not have at min-
imum a Democratic Senate, it is very hard to
see how we can make some of the advances
that we need to make on work that is still un-
done. And I’ve got 3 years left in this office. In
addition to fixing a website—[laughter]—I
would—I want to make sure that we’re re-
building our infrastructure all across the coun-

gives us the biggest bang for the buck in
ing that every child in this country is pr
for a career in the 21st century.

I still want to make sure that we are b
on all the success we’ve had in promot
all-of-the-above energy strategy: not j
and gas, but solar and wind and biof
want to make sure that in our foreign
that we can continue to pursue peace a
plomacy, not just in the Middle Eas
around the world.

And to do all that, in addition to g
Deputy Assistant Secretaries of whatever
cy you want confirmed, I’ve got to h
Democratic Senate to do it. And the on
that we’re going to be able to succeed 
task is if all of you step up. The way the 
works, the way these elections work, the
cycles, and the maps are laid out, and
election cycle a certain number of Senat
up. And this time out, we’ve got what is c
ered a tough map. Most of the seats th
contested are Democratic seats in States
of which I won, some of which I lost, bu
which are tough. And so it’s going to b
important for us to be able to get our m
out over the next year. And for you guys 
up the way you have is extraordinary.

So I want to say thank you, but I also w
remind you of something that a dear fri
mine, Ab Mikva, that used to be a Con
man from the North Shore of Chicag
went on to be a Federal judge, White 
Counsel, has had a storied career—he w
of my early mentors when I was thinking
elective office. He said that being friend
a politician is like having a child perpetu
college. [Laughter] Every so often, yo
have to write this really big check. [Lau
And it seems like it never ends. In the ca
child in college, it does end; in the case o
ticians, it does not. [Laughter] So the a
breaks down. But we are going to need
you to really push hard because the 
could not be higher.

Last point I’ll make, and then I want t
it up for questions. Obviously, this ye
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over the last 3 years, we’ve seen a level of po-
larization that seems unique. But the truth is, is

Michael who are principled and strong, but al-
so recognize that before we became Demo-
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that as you travel around the country, the
country—ordinary folks aren’t as polarized as
Washington would make us think.

Audience member. Thank God.
The President. Thank God, yes. That’s im-

portant. But the only way that we advance the
issues that people around the country care
about is if we synch up the spirit and the good-
ness and the decency of the American people
with our politics. And there is a whole bunch of
stuff that mitigates against that: gerrymander-
ing and the way campaigns are financed and
super PACs and the Balkanization of the me-
dia. All of that pushes us apart.

What can bring us together is when we’ve
got people like Bob and we’ve got people like

crats or Republicans, we were American
so if we want that kind of politics, we’ve
fight for it, and we’ve got to pay for it. A
of you have stepped up in the past, an
grateful that you’re going to be willing 
up in the future as well.

So thank you very much, everybody. 
you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:24 p.m.
residence of David L. and Rhonda R. C
In his remarks, he referred to Sen. Mich
Bennet, in his capacity as chairman 
Democratic Senatorial Campaign Comm
Audio was not available for verification
content of these remarks.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Health Insurance Executives
November 15, 2013

Well, I want to welcome the executives who
are here from a lot of the insurance companies
that are participating in the marketplace. We
all share a similar value, which is, we want to
make sure that Americans have good, solid
coverage that gives them the security they
need for themselves and their family members
if and when they get sick. 

And we know the demand is out there for
that. We had, despite all the problems with the
website, over a million people apply. Many
multiples of that wanted to see what options
were available. Obviously, because of the prob-
lems with the website, some folks have been
blocked from seeing the well-priced benefits
that are available in the marketplace, and so
we’re working 24/7 to get it fixed. The website
is working a lot better now than it was a couple
of weeks ago.

And what we’re going to be doing is brain-
storming on how do we make sure that every-
body understands what their options are. Be-

cause of choice and competition, a whole
Americans who have always seen health
ance out of risk—or out of reach are go
be in a position to purchase it. And beca
the law, we’re also going to be able to p
them help even if they are still having t
purchasing that insurance. But they’ve 
know what those options are in order to b
cessful.

So I appreciate all these folks com
We’re going to be soliciting ideas from
This is going to be a collaborative proce
want to make sure that we get this done 
in the years to come, every American is
to have the kind of affordable health ca
they all deserve.

Thank you very much for being her
preciate you guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:31 p.m.
Roosevelt Room at the White House. 
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Statement on the Anniversary of the Birth of the Founder of Sikhism
November 15, 2013
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I want to extend my best wishes to all our
Sikh friends, across the United States and
around the world, who this weekend are ob-
serving the anniversary of the birth of Guru
Nanak Dev Ji, the first Sikh Guru. This sacred
time is an occasion to reflect on Guru Nanak’s
timeless teachings and the principles that are
at the heart of Sikhism, including the equality

of all human beings, the pluralism we c
in diverse societies, and the compassi
owe one another. Here in the United 
we’re grateful to the many Sikh America
give life to these values and enrich our c
every day, reminding us that these share
ciples are not only at the heart of the Sikh
they are central to who we are as Americ

The President’s Weekly Address
November 16, 2013

Hi, everybody. On Thursday, I visited a steel
plant in Cleveland, Ohio, to talk about what
we’re doing to rebuild our economy on a new
foundation for stronger, more durable eco-
nomic growth. One area where we’ve made
great progress is American energy. After years
of talk about reducing our dependence on for-
eign oil, we are actually poised to control our
own energy future.

Shortly after I took office, we invested in
new American technologies to reverse our de-
pendence on foreign oil and double our wind
and solar power. And today, we generate more
renewable energy than ever, with tens of thou-
sands of good, American jobs to show for it.
We produce more natural gas than anyone,
and nearly everyone’s energy bill is lower be-
cause of it. And just this week, we learned that
for the first time in nearly two decades, the
United States of America now produces more
of our own oil here at home than we buy from
other countries.

That’s a big deal. That’s a tremendous step
towards American energy independence.

But this is important too: We reached this
milestone in part not only because we’re pro-
ducing more energy, but because we’re wast-
ing less energy. We set new fuel standards for
our cars and trucks so that they’ll go twice as
far on a gallon of gas by the middle of the next
decade. That’s going to save an average driver
more than $8,000 at the pump over the life of a
new car. We also launched initiatives to put

people to work upgrading our homes
nesses, and factories so that they waste l
ergy. That’s going to save our businesse
ey on their energy bills. And that’s mone
can use to hire more workers.

Here’s another thing. Between more
energy and less wasted energy, our em
of dangerous carbon pollution are actua
ing. That’s good news for anyone who
about the world we leave to our kids.

And while our carbon emissions have
dropping, our economy has been growin
businesses have created 7.8 million new 
the past 44 months. It proves that the old
ment that we can’t strengthen the ec
and be good stewards of our planet at th
time is a false choice. We can do both. A
have to do both.

More good jobs. Cheaper and cleaner
es of energy. A secure energy future. Tha
the grit and resilience of American bus
and the American people, that’s where
heading. And as long as I’m President
where we’re going to keep heading: to lea
children a stronger economy and a safer 

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 4:15 p.m. on November 15 in the
net Room at the White House for broad
November 16. The transcript was made
able by the Office of the Press Secret
November 15, but was embargoed for r
until 6 a.m. on November 16.
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Statement on the Inauguration of Giorgi Margvelashvili as President of the
Republic of Georgia
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November 16, 2013

On behalf of the American people, I con-
gratulate the people of Georgia as they cele-
brate the Inauguration of a new President and
mark the first time a Presidential transition has
taken place as the result of a peaceful, demo-
cratic election. I extend my warm congratula-
tions to President Giorgi Margvelashvili on his
Inauguration day.

The path to this day was marked by the con-
tributions of many distinguished political lead-
ers over the past 20 years, including outgoing
President Mikheil Saakashvili and Prime Min-
ister Bidzina Ivanishvili, who have both played
a vital role in strengthening Georgia’s demo-
cratic institutions, together with civil society
and the people of Georgia. We appreciate what

these two leaders have accomplished 
their respective tenures and look forw
working with their successors to contin
strong and deep bonds that the United
and Georgia have enjoyed for over 20 ye

Georgia is making significant progr
consolidating democratic institutions, i
ing through its commitments under the
Government Partnership and its promo
women’s participation in public life, 
moving forward on the path to fulfilling 
ro-Atlantic aspirations. As we mark th
mentous political transition, I call on
Georgia’s political leaders to work togeth
continue to work with civil society to bu
this achievement.

Statement on Senate Action To Block the Nominations of Patricia A. M
Cornelia T.L. “Nina” Pillard, and Robert L. Wilkins To Be Judges o
United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
November 18, 2013

I am deeply disappointed that Senate Re-
publicans have once again refused to do their
job and give well-qualified nominees to the
Federal bench the yes-or-no votes they de-
serve. The DC Circuit, considered the Na-
tion’s second highest court, has three vacan-
cies. These are judgeships created by Con-
gress. Chief Justice John Roberts and the Judi-
cial Conference of the United States believe
that these vacancies should be filled, not re-
moved. And my constitutional duty as Presi-
dent is to nominate highly qualified individuals
to fill these vacancies.

Patricia Millett, Nina Pillard, and Judge
Robert Wilkins have all received the highest
possible rating from the nonpartisan American
Bar Association. They have broad bipartisan

support, and no one has questioned thei
it. Yet Senate Republicans have block
three from receiving a yes-or-no vote. T
struction is completely unprecedented
of my predecessor’s six nominees to th
Circuit were confirmed. Four of my five
nees to this court have been obstructed.

When it comes to judicial nomination
fulfilling my constitutional responsibili
Congress is not. Instead, Senate Repu
are standing in the way of a fully funct
judiciary that serves the American peopl

The American people and our judici
tem deserve better. A majority of the U
States Senate supports these three ext
nary nominees, and it is time for simple 
no votes without further obstruction or d
230-207_Text_.pdf   498 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Nov. 19

1271

Remarks to the Wall Street Journal CEO Council and a Question-and-
Answer Session

nd the
in the
gotten
cisions
cisions
 crisis,
for fu-

xports,
ds and
before
edding
 added
 by an
oaring

ce on
re re-
 more
nd for
a now
e buy

tion of
astruc-
, help-
 and a
 more
only 5
an on
e than

onomy
ample,
one of
e con-
 more
s than

roken
e roll-
ce has
 a mil-
health
’s after
November 19, 2013

The President. Thank you so much. Every-
body, please have a seat. Thank you.

Well, it is wonderful to be here, and I always
look forward to an opportunity to speak to
some of our top businesses across the country,
who are hiring people, investing in America,
making the economy run. And many of you
I’ve had a chance to interact with before. As
you know, oftentimes, when I do something
like this, I want to spend more time answering
questions and having a conversation than giv-
ing any formal remarks. Let me just provide a
little bit of an introduction.

Obviously, over the last couple of months,
most of the oxygen in this town has been con-
sumed with two things: one, the Government
shutdown and the possibility of default that
was ultimately resolved; and the second has
been the rollout of the Affordable Care Act
and the fact that my website is not working the
way it’s supposed to. [Laughter] And it’s en-
tirely legitimate that those have been issues of
great concern.

The impact of the shutdown and the threat
of default, I think, not only did some signifi-
cant damage to the economy at a time when
we didn’t need self-inflicted wounds, but it also
spoke to some of the larger problems we’ve
seen here in Washington and the sense of dys-
function and the seeming incapacity of both
parties in Congress to work together to ad-
vance an agenda that’s going to help us grow.

With respect to the Affordable Care Act, I
think people are legitimately concerned be-
cause we have a major problem with health
care in this country: 41 million people without
health insurance, a lot of people underinsured.
And once again, how we fix a health care sys-
tem that’s been broken for too many people for
too long, I think, ends up speaking to how
much confidence we have in Government and
whether we still have the capacity, collectively,
to bring about changes that are going to be
good for our economy, good for our business-
es, good for the American people.

I do want to say, though, that beyo
headlines, we have made real progress 
economy, and sometimes, that hasn’t 
enough attention. Some of the tough de
that we made early on have paid off, de
that helped us not only recover from a
but begin to lay a stronger foundation 
ture growth.

We refocused on manufacturing e
and today, our businesses sell more goo
services made in America than ever 
around the world. After a decade of sh
jobs, our manufacturing sector has now
about half a million new jobs, and it’s led
American auto industry that has come r
back after decades of decline.

We decided to reverse our dependen
foreign oil, and today, we generate mo
newable energy than ever before and
natural gas than anybody in the world. A
the first time in nearly 20 years, Americ
produces more of our own oil than w
from other countries.

When I took office, we invested a frac
what other countries did in wireless infr
ture, and today, it’s up nearly 50 percent
ing companies unleash jobs, innovation,
booming app economy that’s created
than 500,000 jobs. When I took office, 
percent of the world’s smartphones r
American operating systems. Today, mor
80 percent do.

And it’s not just in the high-tech ec
that we’re seeing progress. For ex
American farmers are on pace to have 
their best years in decades, and they hav
sistently been able to export more, make
profits, and help restore rural economie
when we came into office.

And yes, we decided to take on a b
health care system. And even though th
out of the new health care marketpla
been rough, to say the least, about half
lion Americans are now poised to gain 
care coverage beginning January 1. That
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only a month of signup. We also have seen
health care costs growing at the slowest rate in

building infrastructure that your businesses
depend on, but we haven’t gotten as much
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50 years. Employer-based health costs are
growing at about one-third of the rate of a de-
cade ago, and that has an impact on your bot-
tom line.

And after years of trillion-dollar deficits, we
reined in spending, wound down two wars, and
began to change a Tax Code that I believed
was too skewed towards the wealthiest among
us at the expense of the middle class. And since
office—since I took office, we have now cut
our deficits by more than half.

Add it all up, and businesses like yours have
created 7.8 million new jobs over the past 44
months. We’ve gone farther and recovered
faster than most other advanced nations. And
so in a lot of ways, America is poised for a
breakout. We are in a good position to com-
pete around the world in the 21st century.

Now, the question is, are we going to realize
that potential? And that means that we’ve still
got some more work to do. Our stock markets
and corporate profits are soaring, but we’ve got
to make sure that this remains a country where
everyone who works hard can get ahead. And
that means we’ve still got to address long-term
unemployment. We still have to address stag-
nant wages and stagnant incomes.

And frankly, we’ve got to stop governing by
crisis here in this town. Because if it weren’t
for Washington’s dysfunction, I think all of us
agree we’d be a lot further along. The shut-
down and the threat of default harmed our
jobs market; they cost our economy about $5
billion. And economists predict it will slow our
GDP growth this quarter. And it didn’t need to
happen. It was self-inflicted. We should not be
injuring ourselves every few months. We
should be investing in ourselves. And in a sen-
sible world, that starts with a budget that cuts
what we don’t need, closes wasteful loopholes,
and helps us afford to invest in the things that
we know will help businesses like yours and the
economy as a whole: education, infrastructure,
basic research and development.

We would have a grand bargain for middle
class jobs that combines tax reform with a fi-
nancing mechanism that lets us create jobs, re-

takeup from the other side as we’d like
so far. We have the opportunity for bip
authority to negotiate the best trade dea
sible so businesses and workers can ta
vantage of new markets that are open
around the world. We haven’t seen the k
takeup from the other side that we’d like
so far.

We’ve got the opportunity to fix a b
immigration system that strengthens our
omy and our national security. The good
here is, the Senate has already passed a b
san bill that economists say would gro
economy by $1.4 trillion and shrink our d
by nearly a trillion over the next two de
You wouldn’t turn down a deal that goo
Congress shouldn’t either. So I’m hopin
Speaker Boehner and the House of Rep
tatives can still work with us to get that d

And we need to be going all out to p
our kids and our workers for the deman
21st-century economy. I’ve proposed 
every child an early start at success by m
high-quality preschool available to ev
year-old in America. We know that y
more bang for the buck when it comes t
childhood education than just about an
else, and you’ve got great examples arou
country—oftentimes in red States—th
doing just that. We need to make that sa
vestment.

We’re working to bring down the cos
college degree so more young people ca
higher education. And one thing that I’m
excited about—and this has been a good
ple of a public-private partnership—is th
of redesigning our high schools to mak
that more young people get hands-on tr
and develop the skills that they need, p
larly in math, science, and engineerin
businesses are looking for. And in fact,
we’re announcing a competitive grant pr
that will encourage more high schools t
ner with colleges and local businesses to
prepare our kids for college or a career. 
December, I’ll be bringing together c
presidents and other leaders to figure ou
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to help more low-income students attend and
to succeed in college.

The President. Let’s do it. [Laughter] Let’s do
it.
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So just to sum up, my basic message is this:
We know what the challenges are. We know
what the solutions are. Some of them are
tough, but what’s holding us back is not a lack
of good policy ideas or even what used to be
considered good bipartisan policy ideas. We
just have to break through the stubborn cycle
of crisis politics and start working together.
More obstruction, more brinksmanship won’t
help anybody. It doesn’t help folks politically.
My understanding is, nobody in this town is
doing particularly well at the moment when it
comes to the opinions of the American people,
but it certainly doesn’t help anybody economi-
cally.

On many of the issues, I think you and I
would agree, and I want you to know that I’m
rooting for your success, and I look forward to
making sure that we are able in the remaining
3 years that I’m President to work together to
not only improve the business climate, but also
improve the prospects for Americans all across
the country who have been treading water, feel
like they’re losing ground, are anxious about
the future and their children’s futures, but I
think are still hopeful and still possess that fun-
damental American optimism. If they see lead-
ership working across the board on their be-
half, then I’m confident that we can make
enormous progress.

So with that, why don’t we get Jerry up here,
and I’ll start answering his questions. I hope
you’ve had some input. [Laughter] If he starts
asking me about what happened to the Kansas
City Chiefs, the—[laughter]. I’m not sure I’ll
have a good answer for that one.

Wall Street Journal Washington Bureau
Chief Gerald F. Seib. Well, thank you, Mr.
President. Let me start by thanking you offi-
cially for joining us today. I think you probably
see a lot of familiar faces out there, most
friendly, most of them. And I would also note
that you’re getting here a little late. Congress-
man Paul Ryan is coming later. He is going to
get here a little early. So if you guys overlap a
little bit, maybe we can just get some problems
solved right here. What do you think?

Patient Protection and Affordable Care A
eral Government Procurement Policies

Mr. Seib. It’s your chance. [Laughte
have talked amongst ourselves or tried 
of take the sense of the room. So I’m go
try to reflect some of the conversation
have been going on here in the questio
going to ask you. You’ll not be stunned th
going to ask you about health care first.

The President. Right.
Mr. Seib. You indicated there and you

dicated publicly quite clearly that the 
has been difficult. What do you think 
learned from this experience about the
ernment’s ability to do this sort of thing
the law itself, or about your own admi
tion?

The President. Well, there are a cou
things. Number one is that this has bee
problem for a very long time, and so it 
ways going to be challenging not just to
law, but also to implement it. There’s a 
why, despite a century of talking about 
body had been able to successfully try t
with some of the underlying problems 
health care system.

The good news is that many of the ele
of the Affordable Care Act are already in
and are working exactly the way they’r
posed to. So making sure that consume
have employer-based health insurance a
ting a better deal and that are protected
some of the fine print that left them 
lurch when they actually got sick, th
place. Making sure that young people 
the age of 26 can stay on their parent’
that’s helped 3 million children already.
making a difference. Helping seniors 
better prescription drug prices, that’s a
helped millions of seniors and billions 
lars in savings. Rebates for people who 
surance companies who are not sp
enough on actual care, more on adminis
costs or profits, they’re getting rebates
may not know it’s the Affordable Ca
that’s giving them rebates, but it’s happ
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So there were a number of things that were al-
ready in place over the last 3 years that got im-

with electronic medical records for our ser-
vicemen as they move into civilian life. Most of
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plemented effectively.
The other thing that hasn’t been talked

about a lot is cost. There was a lot of skepticism
when we passed the Affordable Care Act that
we were going to be giving a lot of people care,
but we weren’t doing anything about the un-
derlying costs. And in fact, over the last 3 years,
we have seen health care costs grow at the
slowest pace in 50 years. And that affects the
bottom lines of everybody here.

And there are a lot of smart delivery system
reforms that slowly, across the system, are be-
ing implemented, and they’re making a big dif-
ference. And that’s saving us money. That’s
why, by the way, some of the projections that
in terms of what the Affordable Care Act
would do to deficits have actually proved even
better than we had originally expected.

What I have learned, though, with respect to
setting up these marketplaces—which are es-
sentially mechanisms where people who are
currently in the individual market or don’t
have health insurance at all can join together,
shop, and insurance companies will compete
for their business—setting those things up is
very challenging just mechanically. The good
news is that choice and competition has actual-
ly worked and insurers came in with bids that
were even lower than people expected, about
16-percent lower than had originally been pro-
jected.

The challenge has been just making sure
that consumers are actually able to get on a
website, see those choices, and shop. And I
think that we probably underestimated the
complexities of building out a website that
needed to work the way it should.

There is a larger problem that I probably—
speak personally, but also as the administra-
tion—could have identified earlier, and that is,
the way the Federal Government does pro-
curement and does IT is just generally not very
efficient. In fact, there’s probably no bigger
gap between the private sector and the public
sector than IT.

And we’ve seen that in, for example, the VA
and the Department of Defense trying to deal

that stuff is still done on paper. We’ve
billions of dollars—I’m not saying “we
my administration; I mean we’ve no
about a decade of experimentation—spe
lions of dollars, and it’s still not worki
way it should.

So what we probably needed to do 
front end was to blow up how we procu
IT, especially on a system this complicate
did not do that successfully. Now, we a
ting it fixed, but it would have been be
do it on the front end rather than the bac

And the last point I’ll make is that in
of expectation setting, there’s no doubt 
an environment in which we had to figh
and nail to get this passed, it ended up
passed on a partisan basis, not for lack 
ing—because I met with an awful lot 
publicans to try to get them to go along
because there was just ideological resista
the idea of dealing with the uninsure
people with preexisting conditions. The
a price to that, and it was that what was a
going to be hard was operating within 
difficult political environment. And we 
have anticipated that that would create a
er rollout than if Democrats and Repu
were both invested in success.

One of the problems we’ve had is on
of Capitol Hill is invested in failure, an
makes, I think, the kind of iterative pro
fixing glitches as they come up and fine-
the law more challenging. But I’m opt
that we can get it fixed.

Patient Protection and Affordable 
Act/Healthcare.gov Website

Mr. Seib. Well, that’s the question I w
ing to ask next. Is it possible you’ve lost e
time here and enough potential custom
the exchanges that you’re not going to
the critical mass of signups that you n
make the marketplace work? Is that a 
that you have to worry about right now?

The President. Well, it’s something t
have to pay attention to. But keep in min
this model of marketplaces was based o
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was done in Massachusetts, and the experience
in Massachusetts was that in the first month, a

fending off efforts not to fix the problem, be-
cause if somebody wants to help us fix it, I’m
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hundred and fifty-three or sixty-three people
signed up out of an ultimate 36,000. I mean, it
was less than 1 percent signed up in that first
month, partly because buying insurance is a
complicated process for a lot of people. When
they have more choices, it means that they’re
going to take more time.

There’s no doubt that we’ve lost some time,
but the website is getting better each week. By
the end of this month, it will be functioning for
the majority of people who are using it. They’ll
be able to shop, see what their choices are. The
prices are good. The prices are not changing
for—during the open enrollment period that
goes out until March. And so I think that we’re
going to have time to catch up.

What’s also been expressed as a concern is
the mix of people that sign up. So we might
end up having millions of people sign up;
they’re happy with their new coverage, but
we’ve got more people who are older, more
likely to get sick than younger and healthier.

Mr. Seib. Right.
The President. We’ve got to monitor that

carefully. We always anticipated, though, that
younger folks would be the last folks in, just
because—it’s been a while since you and I
were young—but as I recall, you don’t think
that you’re going to get sick at that time.

So look, I am confident that the model that
we’ve built, which works off of the existing pri-
vate insurance system, is one that will succeed.
We are going to have to, A, fix the website so
everybody feels confident about that. We’re
going to have to obviously remarket and re-
brand, and that will be challenging in this polit-
ical environment.

But keep in mind, in the first month, we also
had 12 million people visit the site.

Mr. Seib. Yes.
The President. The demand is there. There

are 41 million people who have health—who
don’t have health insurance. The folks in the
individual market, many of them are going to
get a much better deal in the marketplaces.
And so we’ve just got to keep on improving the
customer experience and make sure that we’re

all game, but fending off efforts to com
undermine it.

Federal Budget/Deficit and National Deb

Mr. Seib. Let me turn to the econom
broader economy, probably the predom
concern of people in this room. We seem
stuck in an economic growth pattern o
but not great growth. Your friend Larry
mers was here earlier today and said esse
the problem—or one of the problems—
the system can’t do two things at once. I
cut deficits and spur growth. It needs to 
or the other. Right now it needs to
growth, should not worry so much abou
cits. Do you agree? And if you do agre
do you make that happen?

The President. Actually, Larry and 
most of my economic team—in fact, all
economic team—have consistently main
that there is a way to reconcile the co
about debt and deficits with the co
about growth.

What we know is, is that our fiscal pro
are not short-term deficits. Our discre
budget, that portion of the Federal budg
isn’t defense or Social Security or Medic
Medicaid—the entitlement programs—i
smallest level in my lifetime, probably
Dwight Eisenhower. We are not l
spending on a whole bunch of social pro
out there. And in many ways, a lot of the
grams have become more efficient and
effective.

Defense, we spent a lot from 2001 to
but generally, we are stabilizing. And th
tagon, working with me, have come u
plans that allow us to meet our security
while still bringing down some of the c
defense, particularly after having ende
war in Iraq and on the brink of ending t
in Afghanistan.

So when we talk about our deficit an
problems, it is almost entirely health care
You eliminate the delta, the differen
tween what we spend on health care an
every other country—advanced industr
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nation—spends on health care, and that’s our
long-term debt. And if we’re able to bend the

And we’ve reached out to him, and we’ve said
let’s get to work. We put forward a very specif-
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cost curve, we help solve the problem. 
Now, one way to do that is just to make

health care cheaper overall. That’s, I think, the
best way to do it, and that’s what we’ve been
doing through some of the measures in the Af-
fordable Care Act. There are some other provi-
sions that we could take that would maintain
our commitment to seniors, Medicare, Social
Security, the disabled, and Medicaid, while
still reducing very modestly the costs of those
programs.

If we do those things, that solves our real fis-
cal problem, and we could take some of that
money, a very modest portion on the front end,
and invest in infrastructure that puts people
back to work, improve our research and devel-
opment.

So the idea would be do some things in the
short term that focus on growth, do some
things in the long term that deal with the long-
term debt. That’s what my budget reflects.
That’s what a multiple series of negotiations
with John Boehner talked about, the so-called
grand bargain. We couldn’t quite get there in
the end, mainly because Republicans had a
great deal of difficulty with the idea of putting
in more revenue to balance out some of the
changes that were made on entitlements.

Tax Reform

Mr. Seib. I would guess a lot of people in
this room would say another way to make some
of those things happen would be to fix the cor-
porate Tax Code that everybody agrees is a
mess. You’ve got some companies that pay way
too much compared to their international com-
petitors; some companies don’t pay at all. It’s
not a good system, it’s not an efficient system,
everybody agrees, but it doesn’t ever seem to
change. Can you make it change? And can you
do something about repatriation of U.S. assets
overseas?

The President. Well, here is the good news,
is that both my administration and Republicans
have talked about corporate tax reform. And
Paul Ryan, who is going to be coming after me,
said he’s interested in corporate tax reform.

ic set of proposals that would lower the 
rate tax rate, broaden the base, close
loopholes. And in terms of internationa
panies and competitiveness, what we’ve 
rather than a whole bunch of tangled law
incentivize folks to keep money oversea
have a modest, but clear global minimu
get rid of some of the huge fluctuation
people experience. It will save com
money, make them more competitive, 
terms of transitioning to that system, a
allow some people to bring back money 
a one-time way, help us finance infrastr
and some other projects that need to get

I don’t expect Republicans to adopt 
the proposal that we’ve put forward
there’s not that much separation betwee
Democrats are talking about—I know 
man Max Baucus put out something tod
chairman of the Finance Committee—
Dave Camp over in the House has 
about. This should be bridgeable. 

The one thing I would caution is—an
said this to the Business Roundtable and
corporate leaders who I’ve talked to—
like the idea of corporate tax reform in t
In practice, if you want to make the cor
tax reform deficit neutral, then you a
have to close some loopholes. And peop
the idea of a simpler tax system until it’
particular loophole that’s about to get clo

And what we can’t afford to do is to k
the loopholes that are currently in pla
lower the corporate tax rate. We woul
blow another hole in the deficit that 
have to be filled. And what I’m not wil
do is to have higher rates on the middle c
order to pay for that.

Immigration Reform

Mr. Seib. Some of the CEOs here 
working group earlier today, the miss
which was to address the question of h
you stay competitive. Interestingly, at l
me, their first priority—first priority—w
immigration reform. “The U.S. needs im
tion reform to retain talented workers e
230-207_Text_.pdf   504 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Nov. 19

1277

ed in the U.S. and attract talent to the U.S. Im-
migration reform could provide an instant jolt

ing them a mechanism whereby they can get
right by our society. And that’s reflected in the
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to the U.S. economy which we need.”
I know you agree with that statement, but

it’s hard to see that happening right now.
You’ve got the Senate off on one track; it’s
passed a comprehensive bill the House won’t
even agree to take up. Democrats want to do
comprehensive reform; Republicans want to
do step-by-step reform. It’s a poisonous politi-
cal atmosphere. Can you make it happen?

The President. I am actually optimistic that
we’re going to get this done. I’m a—but I am a
congenital optimist. I would have to be. I’m
named Barack Obama; I ran for President.
[Laughter]

Mr. Seib. And won.
The President. And won twice. [Laughter]
So look, keep in mind, first of all, that what

the CEOs here said is absolutely right. This is a
boost to our economy. Everywhere I go, I meet
with entrepreneurs and CEOs who say, I’ve
got these terrific folks, they just graduated
from CalTech or MIT or Stanford, they’re
ready to do business here, some of them have
these amazing new ideas that we think we can
commercialize, but they’re being dragged back
to their home countries, not because they want
to go, but because the immigration system
doesn’t work.

The good news is that the Senate bill was a
bipartisan bill. And we know what the compo-
nent parts of this are. We’ve got to have strong
border security. We’ve got to have better en-
forcement of existing laws. We’ve got to make
sure that we have a legal immigration system
that doesn’t cause people to sit in the queue
for 5 years, 10 years, 15 years, in some cases,
20 years. We should want to immediately say to
young people who we’ve helped to educate in
this country: You want to stay? We want you
here.

And we do have to deal with about 11 mil-
lion folks who are in this country, most of them
just seeking opportunity; they did break the
law by coming here or overstaying their visa,
and they’ve got to earn their way out of the
shadows—pay a fine, learn English, get to the
back of the line, pay their backtaxes—but giv-

Senate bill.
Now, I actually think that there are a

ber of House Republicans—including Pa
an, I think, if you ask him about it—who
with that. They’re suspicious of compreh
bills, but you know what? If they want t
that thing up into five pieces, as long as 
pieces get done, I don’t care what it look
as long as it’s actually delivering on thos
values that we talk about.

Immigration Reform/Bipartisanship

Mr. Seib. But Democrats have been
suspicious that all five pieces would get d

The President. And that’s the prob
mean, the key is, what we don’t want t
simply carve out one piece of it—let’s sa
cultural jobs, which are important, but 
er, frankly, or the high-skilled jobs that m
your audience here would immediately w
do—but leave behind some of the to
stuff that still needs to get done. We’re n
ing to have a situation in which 11 millio
ple are still living in the shadows and pot
ly getting deported on an ongoing basis.

So we’re going to have to do it all. 
conversations with the Republicans, I a
think the divide is not that wide. So w
just have to do is find a pathway where R
licans in the House, in particular, feel co
able enough about process that they c
ahead and meet us.

This, by the way, Jerry, I think is a go
ample of something that’s been striki
about our politics for a while. When you
other countries, the political divisions 
much more stark and wider. Here in Am
the difference between Democrats an
publicans, I—we’re fighting inside the 4
line, maybe in——

Mr. Seib. You’ve fooled most people o
in the last few months, I’d say, but—[lau

The President. No, no, but—well, no
would distinguish between the rhetoric a
tactics versus the ideological differen
mean, in most countries you’ve got—
call me a Socialist sometimes, but no, 
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got to meet real Socialists. [Laughter] You’ll
have a sense of what a Socialist is. [Laughter]

the system crossed a threshold in October and
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I’m talking about lowering the corporate tax
rate. My health care reform is based on the pri-
vate marketplace. The stock market is looking
pretty good last time I checked. And it is true
that I’m concerned about growing inequality in
our system, but nobody questions the efficacy
of market economies in terms of producing
wealth and innovation and keeping us competi-
tive.

On the flip side, most Republicans, even the
Tea Party—one of my favorite signs during the
campaign was folks hoisting a sign, “Govern-
ment, keep your hands off my Medicare.”
[Laughter] Think about that. [Laughter] I
mean, the—ideologically, they did not like the
idea of the Federal Government, and yet they
felt very protective about the basic social safety
net that had been structured.

So my simple point is this: If we can get be-
yond the tactical advantages that parties per-
ceive in painting folks as extreme and trying to
keep an eye always on the next election and,
for a while at least, just focus on governing,
then there is probably 70-percent overlap on a
whole range of issues. A lot of Republicans
want to get infrastructure done, just like I do.
A lot of them believe in basic research, just like
I do. A lot of them want to reform entitlements
to make sure that they’re affordable for the
next generation; so do I. A lot of them say they
want to reform our tax system; so do I.

There are going to be differences on the de-
tails, and those details matter, and I’ll fight
very hard for them. But we shouldn’t think that
somehow the reason we’ve got these problems
is because our policy differences are so great.

Federal Government Shutdown/Public Debt
Limit/U.S. Competitiveness

Mr. Seib. Well, the details are obviously im-
portant enough to shut down the Government
just a couple of weeks ago. And everybody
knows we’re headed back toward showdowns
again: January, budget; February, debt ceiling. 

The President. Right. 
Mr. Seib. Jack Lew was here earlier, your

Treasury Secretary, and said he thought maybe

that again. Are you confident it’s not go
go back and do that again? And by the w
OECD, the Organisation of Economic C
eration and Development, suggested 
that the U.S. just get rid of the debt ceili
tirely. Would you be in favor of that?

The President. I think that the way o
tem is set up is like a loaded gun, and
people thought we can get leverage on
disputes by threatening default, that was
traordinarily dangerous precedent. And t
principle that I had to adhere to, not j
me, but for the next President, that you
going to be able to threaten the entire U
world economy simply because you di
with me about a health care bill.

I’d like to believe that the Republica
ognize that was not a good strategy, and
probably better off with a system in whi
threat is not there on a perpetual basi
not foresee what we saw in October be
peated in January. But the broader point
that I think all of us have to take to hea
have to be able to disagree on policy
without resorting to the kinds of extrem
tics that end up hurting all of us.

And that’s been my main disagreemen
a lot of my Republican friends. And f
the American people agree with that.
don’t expect us to march in lockstep. Th
reason why we’ve got two parties in this
try. They do expect that we are con
thinking about how are we making sur
can find a job that pays well, that their k
go to college and afford it, that we are g
and competitive, that we are dealing w
fiscal position in a sensible way. And if w
them in mind consistently, then I think
going to be successful.

One thing—you’ve got some intern
CEOs here, and I think they’ll confirm
when I travel, what’s striking to me is, 
around the world think we’ve got a reall
hand. You just take the example of e
They say America is poised to change ou
politics entirely because of the advances
made in oil production and natural gas p
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tion. It means manufacturing here is much
more attractive than it used to be. That’s a

trade embargo; the U.S. had done some things
unilaterally. We did not have a strong, enforce-
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huge competitive advantage.
We’ve got the most productive workers just

about in the world, and we’ve—our workers
have become more and more productive, and a
lot of companies look at that and say we wish
we had workers who were able to operate the
way these folks do.

Our university systems, our research infra-
structure—all those things are the envy of the
world. And one of the great things about
America—sometimes, we get worried that
we’re losing traction and the sky is falling, and
back in the eighties, Japan was about to take
over, and then China, and obviously before
that, the Soviet Union—and we usually come
out okay because we change and we adapt. I
just want everybody to remember that we’re in
a very strong position to compete as long as our
political system functions. It doesn’t have to be
outstanding. This is sort of like Winston
Churchill, two cheers for democracy. And it’s
always going to be messy. But it’s got to func-
tion better than it has.

Iran

Mr. Seib. I’m in the red zone on the clock
here, but let me—I did want to ask a question
about international affairs. You’ve mentioned
the world and the U.S. position in it. There’s
the possibility this week of an agreement with
Iran, a preliminary, limited agreement in
which they would freeze some of their nuclear
activities in return for some relief on sanctions.
Your Israeli friends have been arguing, along
with some of your friends as well as your foes
in Congress, that if you give the Iranian regime
any relief on sanctions, the sanctions regime
will fall apart, countries that don’t want to be
there in the first place will head for the exits, it
will all come apart, and that’s the danger of
what you’re negotiating right now.

I know you talked to some Senators about
this very topic today. Is there going to be a
deal? And why can you ease sanctions without
having them fall apart?

The President. Well, just by way of back-
ground, when I came into office, we had a

able international mechanism to really p
squeeze on Iran around its nuclear pr
despite the fact that it had violated a ra
U.N. and nonproliferation treaty re
ments.

So we built, we constructed, with the 
Congress, the strongest sanctions regim
And it has put a bite on the Iranian eco
They have seen a 5-percent contraction t
year in their economy. It’s projected to 
other contraction this year. And in pa
cause the sanctions have been so effecti
were able to get Iran to seriously come
table and look at, how are they going to g
surances to the international communi
they are, in fact, not pursuing a nuclear
ons program?

I don’t know if we’ll be able to close
this week or next week. We have bee
firm with the Iranians even on the interi
about what we expect. And some of the r
ing out there has been somewhat inac
understandably, because the P–5-plus-
members of the—permanent members
Security Council in addition to—and Ge
as well—have kept the negotiations fairly

But the essence of the deal would b
they would halt advances on their nucle
gram; they would roll back some elemen
get them closer to what we call breako
pacity, where they can run for a weapon 
the international community has a cha
react; that they would subject themse
more vigorous inspections even than th
that are currently there, in some cases, d
spections.

In return, what we would do would
open up the spigot a little bit for a very m
amount of relief that is entirely subject t
statement if, in fact, they violated any 
this early agreement. And it would purc
period of time—let’s say, 6 months—
which we could see if they could get to t
state of a position where we, the Israe
international community could say with
dence, Iran is not pursuing a nuclear we
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Now, part of the reason I have confidence
that the sanctions don’t fall apart is because

the next 6 months we can resolve this in a dip-
lomatic fashion, while maintaining the essen-

ent of
ptions
apons.
ting.
t that
eek in
e pur-
erious
tering
d tak-

acks of

at, let
appre-

u very

 at the
In his
 Sum-
nomic

e hon-
y fam-
 excel-
to add

ho be-
heat of
d into
hat he
heads

 piped
’s play
n who
aking
yer to

reatest
 Ernie
e runs
s eter-
1280

we’re not doing anything around the most
powerful sanctions. The oil sanctions, the
banking sanctions, the financial services sanc-
tions—those are the ones that have really taken
a big chunk out of the Iranian economy. So oil
production and oil sales out of Iran have
dropped by more than half since these sanc-
tions were put in place. They’ve got over a
hundred billion dollars of oil revenue that is
sitting outside of their country. The rial, their
currency, has dropped precipitously. And all
those sanctions and the architecture for them
don’t go anywhere.

Essentially, what we do is, we allow them to
access a small portion of these assets that are
frozen. Keep in mind, though, that because the
oil and banking sanctions stay in place, they
will actually still be losing money even during
this 6-month period relative to the amount of
oil sales they had back in 2011.

So what we are suggesting both to the Israe-
lis, to Members of Congress here, to the inter-
national community, but also to the Iranians,
is, let’s look, let’s test the proposition that over

tial sanctions architecture, and as Presid
the United States, me maintaining all o
to prevent them from getting nuclear we
I think that is a test that is worth conduc

And my hope and expectation is no
we’re going to solve all of this just this w
this interim phase, but rather that we’r
chasing ourselves some time to see how s
the Iranian regime might be in reen
membership in the world community an
ing the yoke of these sanctions off the b
their economy.

Mr. Seib. Well, Mr. President, with th
me just thank you again for joining us. I 
ciate it very much.

The President. I enjoyed it. Thank yo
much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:28 p.m.
Four Seasons Hotel Washington, DC. 
remarks, he referred to Lawrence H.
mers, former Director, National Eco
Council.

Remarks on Presenting the Presidential Medal of Freedom
November 20, 2013

The President. Good morning! Good morn-
ing, everybody! Everybody, please have a seat.
Have a seat.

Well, on behalf of Michelle and myself, wel-
come to the White House. This is one of my fa-
vorite events every year, especially special this
year, as I look at this extraordinary group of in-
dividuals and our opportunity to honor them
with our Nation’s highest civilian honor: the
Presidential Medal of Freedom.

And this year, it’s just a little more special
because this marks the 50th anniversary of
President Kennedy establishing this award.
We’re honored, by the way, today to have with
us one of my favorite people, Ethel Kennedy,
and a pretty good basketball player, President
Kennedy’s grandson Jack.

Now, this medal has been bestowed on
more than 500 deserving people. Tonight I’m

looking forward to joining some of thes
orees, as well as members of the Kenned
ily, as we pay tribute to these 50 years of
lence. And this morning we’re honored 
16 new names to this distinguished list.

Today we salute fierce competitors w
came true champions. In the sweltering 
a Chicago summer, Ernie Banks walke
the Cubs locker room and didn’t like w
saw. “Everybody was sitting around, 
down, depressed,” he recalled. So Ernie
up and said: “Boy, what a great day! Let
two!” [Laughter] That’s “Mr. Cub,” a ma
came up through the Negro Leagues, m
$7 a day, and became the first Black pla
suit up for the Cubs and one of the g
hitters of all time. And in the process,
became known as much for his 512 hom
as for his cheer and his optimism and hi
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nal faith that someday, the Cubs would go all
the way. [Laughter]

Now, all of us have moments when we look
back and wonder, “What the heck was I think-
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And that’s serious belief. [Laughter] That is
something that even a White Sox fan like me
can respect. [Laughter] But he is just a won-
derful man and a great icon of my hometown.

Speaking of sports, Dean Smith is one of the
winningest coaches in college basketball histo-
ry, but his successes go far beyond X’s and O’s.
Even as he won 78 percent of his games, he
graduated 96 percent of his players. The first
coach to use multiple defenses in a game, he
was the pioneer who popularized the idea of
“pointing to the passer.” After a basket, players
should point to the teammate who passed
them the ball. And with his first national title
on the line, he did have the good sense to give
the ball to a 19-year-old kid named Michael
Jordan. [Laughter] Although, they used to joke
that the only person who ever held Michael
under 20 was Dean Smith. [Laughter]

While Coach Smith couldn’t join us today
due to an illness that he’s facing with extraordi-
nary courage, we also honor his courage in
helping to change our country. He recruited
the first Black scholarship athlete to North
Carolina and helped to integrate a restaurant
and a neighborhood in Chapel Hill. That’s the
kind of character that he represented on and
off the court.

We salute innovators who pushed the limits
of science, changing how we see the world and
ourselves. And growing up, Sally Ride read
about the space program in the newspaper al-
most every day, and she thought this was “the
coolest thing around.” When she was a Ph.D.
candidate at Stanford, she saw an ad for astro-
nauts in the student newspaper, and she seized
the opportunity. As the first American woman
in space, Sally didn’t just break the strato-
spheric glass ceiling, she blasted through it.
And when she came back to Earth, she devot-
ed her life to helping girls excel in fields like
math, science, and engineering. “Young girls
need to see role models,” she said. “You can’t
be what you can’t see.” Today, our daughters—
including Malia and Sasha—can set their sights
a little bit higher because Sally Ride showed
them the way.

ing?” I have that—[laughter]—quite a b
chologist Daniel Kahneman has mad
simple question his life’s work. In a stor
reer in Israel and America, he basically i
ed the study of human decisionmaking
helped us to understand everything fro
havioral economics to “Does living in C
nia make people happy?” It’s an inte
question. He’s also been called an exper
rational behavior, so I’m sure that he
shed some light on Washington. [Laught

But what truly sets Daniel apart is hi
osity. Guided by his belief that peop
“endlessly complicated and interesting,”
he’s still discovering new insights into h
think and learn, not just so we understan
other, but so we can work and live to
more effectively.

Dr. Mario Molina’s love of science sta
a young boy in Mexico City, in a hom
laboratory in a bathroom at home. An
passion for discovery led Mario to becom
of the most respected chemists of his e
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize—
Nobel Prize, rather, not only for his path
ing research, but also for his insistenc
when we ignore dangerous carbon emi
we risk destroying the ozone layer and e
gering our planet. And thanks to Mario’s
the world came together to address a co
threat, and today, inspired by his ex
we’re working to leave our planet saf
cleaner for future generations.

We also have to salute musicians, who
such joy to our lives. Loretta Lynn was 
first time she won the big—she won big
local fair. Her canned vegetables b
home 17 blue ribbons—[laughter]—and
her “Canner of the Year.” [Laughter] W
Loretta? Now, that’s impressive. [Laugh

For a girl from Butcher Hollow, Ken
that was fame. Fortunately for all of us, s
cided to try her hand at things other tha
ning. Her first guitar cost $17, and with 
coal miner’s daughter gave voice to a g
tion, singing what no one wanted to talk
and saying what no one wanted to think
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And now, over 50 years after she cut her first
record—and canned her first vegetables—

didn’t know was that the paper he was holding
was blank. [Laughter] He didn’t know how it
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[laughter]—Loretta Lynn still reigns as the
rule-breaking, record-setting queen of country
music.

As a young man in Cuba, Arturo Sandoval
loved jazz so much it landed him in jail. It was
the cold war, and the only radio station where
he could hear jazz was the Voice of America,
which was dangerous to listen to. But Arturo
listened anyway. Later, he defected to the
United States knowing he might never see his
parents or beloved homeland again. “Without
freedom,” he said, “there is no life.” And today,
Arturo is an American citizen and one of the
most celebrated trumpet players in the world.
“There isn’t any place on Earth where the peo-
ple don’t know about jazz,” he says, and that’s
true in part because musicians like him have
sacrificed so much to play it.

We salute pioneers who pushed our Nation
towards greater justice and equality. A Baptist
minister, C.T. Vivian was one of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s closest advisers. “Martin
taught us,” he says, “that it’s in the action that
we find out who we really are.” And time and
again, Reverend Vivian was among the first to
be in the action: in 1947, joining a sit-in to inte-
grate an Illinois restaurant; one of the first
Freedom Riders; in Selma, on the courthouse
steps to register Blacks to vote, for which he
was beaten, bloodied, and jailed. Rosa Parks
said of him, “Even after things had supposedly
been taken care of and we had our rights, he
was still out there, inspiring the next genera-
tion, including me,” helping kids go to college
with a program that would become Upward
Bound. And at 89 years old, Reverend Vivian is
still out there, still in the action, pushing us
closer to our founding ideals.

Now, early in the morning the day of the
March on Washington, the National Mall was
far from full and some in the press were begin-
ning to wonder if the event would be a failure.
But the march’s chief organizer, Bayard Rus-
tin, didn’t panic. As the story goes, he looked
down at a piece of paper, looked back up, and
reassured reporters that everything was right
on schedule. The only thing those reporters

was going to work out, but Bayard had 
shakable optimism, nerves of steel, and
importantly, a faith that if the cause is ju
people are organized, nothing can stand
way.

So for decades, this great leader, o
Dr. King’s side, was denied his rightful p
history because he was openly gay. No 
can change that, but today we honor B
Rustin’s memory by taking our place 
march towards true equality, no matter w
are or who we love.

Speaking of game-changers, disr
there was a young girl named Gloria St
who arrived in New York to make her m
a journalist, and magazines only wanted
write articles like “How To Cook Witho
ally Cooking for Men.” [Laughter] Glo
ticed things like that. [Laughter] She’
called a “champion noticer.” She’s aler
the ways, large and small, that wome
been and, in some cases, continue to be t
unfairly just because they’re women.

As a writer, a speaker, an activist, she
ened a vast and often skeptical public to
lems like domestic violence, the lack of 
able childcare, unfair hiring practices. A
cause of her work across America and a
the world, more women are afforded t
spect and opportunities that they deserv
she also changed how women thought
themselves. And Gloria continues to po
heart into teaching and mentoring. No
one piece of advice to young girls is—
this—“Do not listen to my advice. Listen
voice inside you and follow that.”

When Patricia Wald’s law firm asked i
come back after having her first child, sh
she’d like some time off to focus on her 
devoted almost 10 years to raising 5 ch
But Patricia never lost the itch to practi
So while her husband watched the k
home, she’d hit the library on weekends.
age of 40, she went back to the courtro
show the “young kids” a thing or two. 
first female judge on the DC Circuit, P
was a top candidate for Attorney Gener
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ter leaving the bench, her idea of retirement
was to go to the Hague to preside over the tri-

the first Black female billionaire, Oprah’s
greatest strength has always been her ability to
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als of war criminals. Patricia says she hopes
enough women will become judges that “it’s
not worth celebrating” anymore. But today we
celebrate her. And along with Gloria, she
shows there are all kinds of paths listening to
your own voice.

We salute communicators who shined a
light on stories no one else was telling. A veter-
an of World War II and more than a dozen Pa-
cific battles, Ben Bradlee brought the same in-
tensity and dedication to journalism. Since
joining the Washington Post 65 years ago, he
transformed that newspaper into one of the
finest in the world. With Ben in charge, the
Post published the Pentagon Papers, revealing
the true history of America’s involvement in
Vietnam; exposed Watergate; unleashed a new
era of investigative journalism, holding Ameri-
ca’s leaders accountable and reminding us that
our freedom as a nation rests on our freedom
of the press. When Ben retired, Senator Dan-
iel Patrick Moynihan put the admiration of
many into a poem: 

O rare Ben Bradlee
His reign has ceased
But his nation stands
Its strength increased

And I also indicated to Ben, he can pull off
those shirts, and I can’t. [Laughter] He always
looks so cool in them. [Laughter]

Early in Oprah Winfrey’s career, her bosses
told her she should change her name to Susie.
[Laughter] I have to pause here to say I got the
same advice. [Laughter] They didn’t say I
should be named “Susie,” but they suggested I
should change my name. [Laughter] People
can relate to Susie; that’s what they said. It
turned out, surprisingly, that people could re-
late to Oprah just fine.

In more than 4,500 episodes of her show,
her message was always: “You can. You can do,
and you can be, and you can grow, and it can
be better.” And she was living proof, rising
from a childhood of poverty and abuse to the
pinnacle of the entertainment universe. But
even with 40 Emmys, the distinction of being

help us discover the best in ourselves. M
and I count ourselves among her many 
ed fans and friends. As one of those fans
“I didn’t know I had a light in me until 
told me it was there.” What a great gift.

And finally, we salute public servants w
strengthened our Nation. Daniel Inouye
humble man and didn’t wear his Me
Honor very often. Instead, he liked to 
pin representing the Good Conduct Me
earned as a teenage private. “To behave
self takes special effort,” he said, “and I d
want to dishonor my family.” Danny 
honored his family and his country, even
his country didn’t always honor him.

After being classified as an enemy
Danny joined a Japanese American un
became one of the most decorated in 
War II. And as the second longest servin
ator in American history, he showed a g
tion of young people—including one kid
funny name growing up in Hawaii who n
that there was somebody, during some o
hearings in Washington, that didn’t loo
everybody else, which meant maybe I
chance to do something important to
taught all of us that no matter what yo
like or where you come from, this coun
a place for everybody who’s willing to
and work hard.

A proud Hoosier, Dick Lugar has 
America for more than half a century, 
young Navy lieutenant to a respected lea
the United States Senate. I’ll always be 
ful to Dick for taking me—a new, junior
tor—under his wing, including travels to
to review some of his visionary work, t
struction of cold war arsenals in the form
viet Union, something that doesn’t get a
public notice, but was absolutely crit
making us safer in the wake of the cold w

Now, I should say, traveling with Dic
get close to unexploded landmines, 
shells, test tubes filled with anthrax an
plague. [Laughter] His legacy, though,
thousands of missiles and bombers and s
rines and warheads that no longer threa
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because of his extraordinary work. And our Na-
tion and our world are safer because of this

tential that lives inside of all of us. I could not
be more happy and more honored to partici-
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statesman. And in a time of unrelenting parti-
sanship, Dick Lugar’s decency, his commit-
ment to bipartisan problem-solving, stand as a
model of what public service ought to be.

Now, last, but never least, we honor a lead-
er who we still remember with such extraordi-
nary fondness. He still remembers as a child
waving goodbye to his mom—tears in her
eyes—as she went off to nursing school so she
could provide for her family. And I think lift-
ing up families like his own became the story
of Bill Clinton’s life. He remembered what
his mom had to do on behalf of him, and he
wanted to make sure that he made life better
and easier for so many people all across the
country that were struggling in those same
ways and had those same hopes and dreams.
So as a Governor, he transformed education
so more kids could pursue those dreams. As
President, he proved that, with the right
choices, you could grow the economy, lift
people out of poverty. We could shrink our
deficits and still invest in our families, our
health, our schools, science, technology. In
other words, we can go farther when we look
out for each other.

And as we’ve all seen, as President, he was just
getting started. He doesn’t stop. He’s helped
lead relief efforts after the Asian tsunami, Hurri-
cane Katrina, the Haiti earthquake. His Founda-
tion and Global Initiative have helped to save or
improve the lives of literally hundreds of millions
of people. And of course, I am most grateful for
his patience during the endless travels of my Sec-
retary of State. [Laughter]

So I’m grateful, Bill, as well for the advice
and counsel that you’ve offered me on and off
the golf course—[laughter]—and most impor-
tantly, for your lifesaving work around the
world, which represents what’s the very best in
America. So thank you so much, President
Clinton.

So these are the recipients of the 2013 Pres-
idential Medal of Freedom. These are the men
and women who in their extraordinary lives re-
mind us all of the beauty of the human spirit,
the values that define us as Americans, the po-

pate in this ceremony here today.
With that, what I would like to do is inv

honorees to just sit there and let all of u
and give you a big round of applause. [App

Audience members. Hurray!
The President. Hey! Hey!
All right. I guess we should actuall

them the medals though. [Laughte
where are my—here we go. Lee, you w
hit it?

[At this point, Maj. S. Lee Meyer, USMC
rine Corps Aide to the President, read th
tions, and the President presented the m

The President. [Inaudible]—the Me
Freedom honorees, please. [Applause] H

All right. Well, that concludes the 
part of today’s ceremony. I want to than
you for being here. Obviously, we are 
indebted to those who we honor here 
And we’re going to have an opportunity 
some pictures with the honorees and
family members.

The rest of you, I understand, the
here is pretty good. [Laughter] So I ho
enjoy the reception, and I hope we carr
from this a reminder of what JFK unde
to be the essence of the American spir
it’s represented here. And some of us m
less talented, but we all have the oppo
to serve and to open people’s hear
minds in our smaller orbits. So I hope 
body has been as inspired, as I have
participating and being with these 
here today.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:17 a
the East Room at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to Ethel Kennedy, sis
law, and John Schlossberg, grandson, of 
President John F. Kennedy; Michael J
former guard, National Basketball A
tion’s Chicago Bulls; Charles Scott, 
guard, NBA’s Phoenix Suns; Daniel K
man, senior scholar, Woodrow Wilson 
of Public and International Affairs, Pri
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University; Mario J. Molina, professor of
chemistry and biochemistry, University of Cali-

fornia–San Diego; and former Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton.
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Remarks at a Dinner in Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary o
Presidential Medal of Freedom
November 20, 2013

Good evening, everybody. Please have a
seat. Michelle and I are so pleased to join you
tonight to honor the legacy of an American
leader in a building dedicated to the preserva-
tion of our American history.

And we are thrilled to be joined by so many
people whose accomplishments helped write
new chapters in that history. This morning I
recognized 16 brilliant, compassionate, wildly
talented people with the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, the Nation’s highest civilian award.
And that was intimidating enough. Tonight I’m
facing dozens of you.

To the Presidential Medal of Freedom re-
cipients of this year and years past, it is a great
honor to be with you for this anniversary cele-
bration. To Wayne Clough, thank you for host-
ing us and for all the Smithsonian does to en-
rich our cultural heritage. And to Jack, I have
to say that our new Ambassador to Japan, I’m
sure, would be pleased with how you per-
formed this evening. I’ll give her a full report.
[Laughter] To all the family members of the
Kennedy family, we are grateful for your pres-
ence and your enduring contributions to the
life of our country.

For centuries, awards have existed for mili-
tary valor. And 50 years ago, President John F.
Kennedy established a way to award extraordi-
nary civilian virtue: contributions to our coun-
try, service to our democracy, a dedication to
our humanity that has advanced the common
interest of freedom-loving people, both here at
home and around the world.

Since its creation, the Presidential Medal of
Freedom has paid tribute to the creativity of
writers, and artists, and entertainers. We’ve
recognized the leadership of elected officials
and civil rights organizers, the imagination of
scientists and business leaders, the grit and de-
termination of our astronauts and our athletes.

Because there is no one way to contrib
the success of America. What makes us g
that we believe in a certain set of valu
encourage freedom of expression and 
tion. We celebrate imagination and edu
and occasional rebellion. And we refuse
limits on what we can do or who we can 

And other peoples in other times
marked their history by moments of co
at war, by dominion over empires. But
arc of human history, the American expe
stands apart, because our triumph is not 
found in the exertion of our power, it’s
in the example of our people. Our par
genius over 237 years has been som
more than the sum of our individual 
lence, but rather a culmination of our co
endeavors.

It’s a truth that resonated with Pre
Kennedy when he said, “. . . I am certa
after the dust of centuries has passed ov
cities, we . . . will be remembered not f
victories or defeats in battle or in politi
for our contribution to the human spirit.

And that unbending belief that the po
make great a nation is found in its peop
in their freedom, that was his philosophy
is his legacy.

And it’s a legacy told in villages arou
world that have clean water or a new 
and a steady friend in the United States, 
to the volunteers of the Peace Corps. It’
acy found in the courage of all who serve
our proud flag, willing, like President Ke
himself, to pay any price and bear any b
for the survival and success of our liberty

It’s a legacy on display in the arts an
ture that he and Jackie championed as 
our national character, a legacy planted 
Moon that he said that we’d visit and t
did, in the stars beyond, but also 
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breakthroughs of the generations of scientists
that his audacious promise inspired.

pay tribute to that proud legacy. We had a
chance to lay a wreath at the gravesite at Ar-
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It’s a legacy continued by his brothers and
his sisters, who have left this a more gentle and
compassionate country. Jean, a Medal of Free-
dom recipient herself and a diplomat in every
sense, is with us tonight. Bobby, whose wife
Ethel is one of my dearest friends; as Jack not-
ed, we’d be celebrating Bobby’s 88th birthday
today. Eunice and Pat were devoted advocates
for Americans of all abilities. And Teddy, the
youngest brother with the biggest heart, he
was a happy warrior who never forgot who we
were sent here to serve and waged a decades-
long battle on behalf of those folks who sent us
here: for workers’ rights and immigrants’ rights
and the right to affordable health care. Tonight
our sympathies are with the love of Teddy’s
life, Vicki, as she mourns the loss of her father,
Judge Edmund Reggie.

And it’s all told a legacy of service that the
Kennedy family continues to this day: from
Caroline, who’s already drawing crowds of her
own as she settles into her role as Ambassador
in Japan; to his great-nephew, and Massachu-
setts’ newest Congressman, Joe Kennedy; to
the school of public service that bears the fam-
ily name and teaches its young leaders how
they too might one day pass the torch to a new
generation.

This is a legacy of a man who could have re-
treated to a life of luxury and ease, but who
chose to live a life in the arena, sailing some-
times against the wind, sometimes with it. And
that’s why, 50 years later, John F. Kennedy
stands for posterity as he did in life: young and
bold and daring. And he stays with us in our
imagination not because he left us too soon,
but because he embodied the character of the
people that he led: resilient, resolute; fearless
and fun-loving; defiant in the face of impossi-
ble odds; and most of all, determined to make
the world anew, not settling for what is, but
rather for what might be. And in his idealism—
his sober, square-jawed idealism—we are re-
minded that the power to change this country
is ours.

This afternoon Michelle and I were joined
by President Clinton and Secretary Clinton to

lington, where President Kennedy is sur
ed by his wife and younger brother
where he will rest in peace for all tim
membered not just for his victories in ba
in politics, but for the words he utte
those years ago: “We will be remember
our contribution to the human spirit.”

How blessed we are to live in a c
where these contributions overflow in
both heralded and not so heralded. The
sands of people in San Francisco who he
little boy recovering from cancer live o
superhero dreams, that’s part of that 
The Marines deploying relief after a de
ing typhoon and all across an ocean, 
checking on their neighbors after a to
the families across the country who will
Thanksgiving Day cooking feasts so othe
fortunate might eat—that’s part of the sp

That’s who we are: a people whose gre
comes not by settling for what we can a
in our own lives, but also because we d
ask what we can do, as citizens, to contrib
this grand experiment we call America.

And that’s what our Presidential Me
Freedom honorees embody, each and
one of them who are here today and tho
we remember posthumously. That’s the
legacy of the Kennedy family. And that
responsibility we all welcome, as Ame
for our lifetime on this planet.

We are extraordinarily blessed to be A
cans because we have the opportunity to
in ways that so many of you have serve
cause we have the opportunity to touch 
the ways that so many of you have to
lives.

God bless you all, and God bless the U
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:26 p.m.
National Museum of American History.
remarks, he referred to U.S. Ambassador
pan Caroline Bouvier Kennedy; Jean Ke
Smith, sister of former President John F
nedy; Ethel Kennedy, widow of former
ney General Robert F. Kennedy; forme
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Patrick J. Kennedy II; Victoria Reggie Kennedy,
widow of former Sen. Edward M. Kennedy; and

with the help of the Make-A-Wish Foundation,
was given an opportunity to be the superhero
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Miles Scott, a 5-year-old cancer patient who, “Batkid” for a day in San Francisco, CA.

Remarks on Procedural Rule Changes in the Senate
November 21, 2013

Good afternoon, everybody. It’s no secret
that the American people have probably never
been more frustrated with Washington. And
one of the reasons why that is, is that over the
past 5 years, we’ve seen an unprecedented pat-
tern of obstruction in Congress that’s prevent-
ed too much of the American people’s business
from getting done.

All too often, we’ve seen a single Senator or
a handful of Senators choose to abuse arcane
procedural tactics to unilaterally block biparti-
san compromises or to prevent well-qualified,
patriotic Americans from filling critical posi-
tions of public service in our system of Govern-
ment.

Now, at a time when millions of Americans
have desperately searched for work, repeated
abuse of these tactics have blocked legislation
that might create jobs. They’ve defeated ac-
tions that would help women fighting for equal
pay. They’ve prevented more progress than we
would have liked for striving young immigrants
trying to earn their citizenship. Or it’s blocked
efforts to end tax breaks for companies that are
shipping jobs overseas. They’ve even been
used to block commonsense and widely sup-
ported steps to protect more Americans from
gun violence, even as families of victims sat in
the Senate Chamber and watched. And they’ve
prevented far too many talented Americans
from serving their country at a time when their
country needs their talents the most.

It’s harmed our economy, and it’s been
harmful to our democracy. And it’s brought us
to the point where a simple majority vote no
longer seems to be sufficient for anything,
even routine business, through what is sup-
posed to be the world’s greatest deliberative
body.

Now, I realize that neither party has been
blameless for these tactics. They’ve developed
over years, and it seems as if they’ve continual-

ly escalated. But today’s pattern of obstr
it just isn’t normal. It’s not what our Fo
envisioned. A deliberate and determined
to obstruct everything, no matter wh
merits, just to refight the results of an el
is not normal. And for the sake of future 
ations, we can’t let it become normal.

So I support the step a majority of Se
today took to change the way that Wash
is doing business, more specifically, th
the Senate does business. What a majo
Senators determined by Senate rule 
they would restore the longstanding tr
of considering judicial and public service
inations on a more routine basis.

And here’s why this is important: On
President’s constitutional responsibilitie
nominate Americans to positions within 
ecutive and judicial branches. Over the 
cades before I took office, only 20 Presi
nominees to executive positions had to
come filibusters. In just under 5 years 
took office, nearly 30 nominees have
treated this way. Now, these are all pub
vants who protect our national security
out for working families, keep our air a
ter clean.

This year alone, for the first time in h
Senate Republicans filibustered a Pres
nominee for the Secretary of Defens
used to be a former Republican Senator
tried everything they could to hold up ou
Administrator. They blocked our nomin
our top housing regulator at a time wh
need more help for more families to a
home and prevent what has caused mo
meltdowns from happening again.

And in each of these cases, it’s not be
cause they opposed the person, that the
some assessment that they were unqu
that there was some scandal that had be
earthed. It was simply because they op
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the policies that the American people voted for
in the last election.

And I just want to remind everybody, what’s
at stake here is not my ability to fulfill my con-

ility of
utional
 privi-
r inac-
le de-
r elec-
ent is

 office
 as of-

s actu-
s year.
mon-

ration
rts. It’s
unities
egisla-
 being
So we
blican
 done.
 to me
Senate
a spo-
 com-

 spirit
t us to
gether
 And if
en de-
e their
f their

’s what
you’ve
some-

r jobs,
y who
 privi-

king as
 econ-

d jobs,
rtunity
at the

s well.
 work,
1288

And this obstruction gets even worse when
it comes to the judiciary. The Constitution
charges the President with filling vacancies to
the Federal bench. Every President has exer-
cised this power since George Washington first
named Justices to the Supreme Court in 1789.
But my judicial nominees have waited nearly
two and a half times longer to receive yes-or-
no votes on the Senate floor than those of Pres-
ident Bush. And the ones who eventually do
get a vote generally are confirmed with little, if
any, dissent.

So this isn’t obstruction on substance, on
qualifications. It’s just to gum up the works.
And this gridlock in Congress causes gridlock
in much of our criminal and civil justice sys-
tems. You’ve seen judges across the country,
including a Bush-appointed Chief Justice to
the Supreme Court, say these are vital vacan-
cies that need to be filled and this gridlock has
not served the cause of justice; in fact, it’s un-
dermined it.

Over the past 3 weeks, Senate Republicans
again denied a yes-or-no vote on three highly
qualified Americans to fill three vacancies on
the Nation’s second highest court, even though
they have the support of a majority of Senators.
Four of President Bush’s six nominees to this
court were confirmed. Four out of five of my
nominees to this court have been obstructed.

So the vote today, I think, is an indication
that a majority of Senators believe, as I believe,
that enough is enough. The American people’s
business is far too important to keep falling
prey, day after day, to Washington politics.

I’m a former Senator. So is my Vice Presi-
dent. We both value any Senate’s duty to ad-
vise and consent. It’s important, and we take
that very seriously. But a few now refuse to
treat that duty of advise and consent with the
respect that it deserves. It’s no longer used in a
responsible way to govern. It’s rather used as a
reckless and relentless tool to grind all business
to a halt. And that’s not what our Founders in-
tended, and it’s certainly not what our country
needs right now.

stitutional duty. What’s at stake is the ab
any President to fulfill his or her constit
duty. Public service is not a game, it is a
lege. And the consequences of action o
tion are very real. The American peop
serve better than politicians who run fo
tion telling them how terrible Governm
and then devoting their time in elected
to trying to make Government not work
ten as possible.

Now, I want to be clear, the Senate ha
ally done some good bipartisan work thi
Bipartisan majorities have passed com
sense legislation to fix our broken immig
system and upgrade our courts—our po
passed a farm bill that helps rural comm
and vulnerable Americans. It’s passed l
tion that would protect Americans from
fired based on their sexual orientation. 
know that there are folks there, Repu
and Democrat, who want to get things
And frankly, privately they’ve expressed
their recognition that the system in the 
had broken down and what used to be 
radic exercise of the filibuster had gotten
pletely out of hand.

I believe—I’m confident—that that
will have a little more space now. I wan
make sure that we can do more work to
to grow the economy and to create jobs.
there are differences in the Senate, th
bates should be had. People should vot
conscience. They should vote on behalf o
constituents. But they should vote. That
they’re there to do. And ultimately, if 
got a majority of folks who believe in 
thing, then it should be able to pass.

Americans work hard. They do thei
and they expect the same from everybod
got sent here. And as long as I have the
lege of being in this office, I’ll keep wor
hard as I know how to make sure that the
omy is growing, and we’re creating goo
and we’re widening prosperity and oppo
for everybody. And I know that that’s wh
majority of folks in the Senate believe a
But the gears of Government have to
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and the step that a majority of Senators took
today, I think, will help make those gears work

Rep. Melvin L. Watt, in his capacity as Direc-
tor-designate of the Federal Housing Finance
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Thanks very much, everybody. And now

Josh will answer all your questions.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:59 p.m. in the
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to

Agency; former President George W. 
Chief Justice of the United States Jo
Roberts, Jr.; Judge-designates Patricia A
lett, Cornelia T.L. “Nina” Pillard, and R
L. Wilkins, U.S. Court of Appeals for th
trict of Columbia Circuit; and Principal 
ty Press Secretary Joshua R. Earnest.

Remarks at an Event Celebrating the ConnectED Initiative’s Champio
Change
November 21, 2013

Well, hello, everybody. Have a seat, have a
seat. And thank you, Misa, for the introduction
and, more importantly, what you are doing in
the classroom every single day, which is mak-
ing such a big difference. And I want to wel-
come all of you who are here. This is one of my
favorite events we do periodically. It gives me
an opportunity to say thanks and recognize
people who are making extraordinary contribu-
tions in their local communities. And we’re
learning from you, seeing what works, seeing
what has an impact.

We call them Champions of Change: people
who have done some innovative work that,
hopefully, can be replicated in other parts of
the country once they have good models that
are having success. And today we are honoring
10 educators who use technology to support
one of our country’s top priorities, and that’s
preparing our kids and our workers for the
competition that they’re going to face in a 21st-
century global economy.

In an age when the world’s information is
just a click away, we’ve got to bring our schools
and our libraries into the 21st century. That’s
why 5 months ago I launched an initiative that
we’re calling ConnectED to bring high-speed
Internet to 99 percent of American students
over the next 5 years. And this is going to be a
top priority for me. It’s going to take some hard
work across my administration, but I’m com-
mitted to getting it done.

Because this is not just about wiring schools,
it’s about changing students’ lives. It’s about

using technology to give students a cha
learn at their own pace, whether they’re
ing up on a subject or moving ahead to th
level. It’s about giving teachers a bette
set so they can see exactly what’s worki
what isn’t for particular students. It’s abo
leashing a new market for educational d
and apps that will create jobs and spur i
tion.

And it’s about supporting outstanding
vative educators like our Champion
Change. Because of their work in North
ta, young people with autism are using 
tional apps to discover abilities that they
even know that they had. In Colorado
schoolers have now obtained access to a
discovery center that helps them to get 
education from the earliest age. In G
students at an afterschool technology cl
learning skills that are going to help the
ceed in college and throughout their c
And today’s Champions of Change are h
to give our students what every parent
for their child: the chance to go as far a
talents and hard work will take them.

So to all of our Champions for Chan
want to thank you for your extraordin
forts. As long as I’m President, I’m go
keep working not only to support the
work that educators and librarians are
across the country, but more fundament
make sure that young people are getting
opportunity that they deserve to thriv
succeed in this modern economy. And
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some young people here, and they look like
they’re doing pretty good. [Laughter] Al-

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:28 p.m. in the
South Court Auditorium of the Dwight D. Eisen-
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though, they may be bored by me making too
long a speech. [Laughter]

Thank you very much, everybody.

hower Executive Office Building. In his re
he referred to Misa Gonzales, English t
Desert View High School in Tucson, AZ.

Statement on Signing the HIV Organ Policy Equity Act
November 21, 2013

Earlier today I signed into law the HIV Or-
gan Policy Equity (HOPE) Act, a bipartisan
piece of legislation that allows scientists to car-
ry out research into organ donations from one
person with HIV to another. For decades,
these organ transplants have been illegal. It
was even illegal to study whether they could be
safe and effective. But as our understanding of
HIV and effective treatments have grown, that
policy has become outdated. The potential for
successful organ transplants between people
living with HIV has become more of a possibil-
ity. The HOPE Act lifts the research ban, and

in time, it could lead to live-saving organ
tions for people living with HIV while en
the safety of the organ transplant proce
strengthening the national supply of org
all who need them.

Improving care for people living with 
critical to fighting the epidemic, and it’s
goal of my National HIV/AIDS Strateg
HOPE Act marks an important step in th
direction, and I thank Congress for their 

NOTE: S. 330, approved November 21, w
signed Public Law No. 113–51.

Statement on the Upcoming State Visit of President François Hollan
France
November 22, 2013

Michelle and I look forward to welcoming
President Hollande and Valérie Trierweiler
on a state visit to the United States, to include
a state dinner at the White House on Febru-
ary 11, 2014. The United States and France
are close friends and allies, including through
NATO, and our countries have worked to-
gether to support democracy, liberty, and

freedom at home and abroad for mor
two centuries. During the visit, we w
cuss opportunities to further strength
U.S.-France security and economic pa
ship.

NOTE: The statement referred to Valér
erweiler, partner of President Hollande.

Joint Statement by President Obama and King Mohammed VI of Moro
November 22, 2013

In their meeting today at the White House,
President Obama and His Majesty King Mo-
hammed VI reaffirmed the strong and mutually
beneficial partnership and strategic alliance be-
tween the United States and the Kingdom of
Morocco. The two leaders stressed that this im-
portant visit provides an opportunity to map out

a new and ambitious plan for the strategi
nership and pledged to advance our shar
orities of a secure, stable, and pros
Maghreb, Africa, and Middle East. Th
leaders also emphasized our shared value
tual trust, common interests, and strong 
ship, as reflected throughout our partner
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Support for Democratic and Economic Re-
forms

highlighted the U.S. Agency for International
Development’s new development strategy for
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The President commended the action and
the leadership of His Majesty the King in
deepening democracy and promoting econom-
ic progress and human development during
the past decade. The President and His Majes-
ty the King reaffirmed their commitment to
work together to realize the promise of Moroc-
co’s 2011 constitution and explore ways in
which the United States can help strengthen
Morocco’s democratic institutions, civil soci-
ety, and inclusive governance. The President
welcomed the King’s commitment to end the
practice of military trials of civilians. The two
leaders reaffirmed their commitment to the
UN human rights system and its important role
in protecting and promoting human rights and
fundamental freedoms, and committed to
deepening the ongoing U.S.-Morocco dialogue
on human rights, which has been a productive
and valuable mechanism for the exchange of
views and information. Noting their shared
concern about migrants, refugees, and human
trafficking issues worldwide, the President ex-
pressed support for Morocco’s initiative to re-
form its asylum and immigration system based
on recommendations from Morocco’s National
Human Rights Commission. The President
welcomed Morocco’s intent to take concrete
steps to qualify for and join the Open Govern-
ment Partnership and to realize the vision of
the Equal Futures Partnership by ensuring
women fully participate in public life, and that
they lead and benefit from inclusive economic
growth.

Economic and Security Cooperation

The two leaders emphasized that the United
States and Morocco are dedicated to working
together to promote human and economic de-
velopment in Morocco. They noted the suc-
cessful conclusion, in September 2013, of Mo-
rocco’s first Millennium Challenge Compact,
and the Compact’s positive impact on job cre-
ation, economic growth, and human develop-
ment throughout Morocco. The President

2013–2017, designed to help the Mo
government achieve its reform goals a
spond to the needs of Moroccan citizen
strategy focuses on: enhancing the empl
ity of youth; increasing civic participat
governance; and enhancing educational 
ment for children at the primary level.

They noted that the two countries si
Customs Mutual Assistance Agreement o
vember 21, 2013 to expand bilateral co
tion on the detection of money laund
trade fraud, and other financial crime.
tionally, on November 21, 2013 the U
States and Morocco signed a Trade Facil
Agreement that furthers the U.S.-M
Free Trade Agreement and represents
ward-leaning, 21st century agreement o
toms reform and modernization. Moro
our first partner in the region to conclud
an agreement, as well as to endorse join
ciples on investment and information co
nication technology services trade. The
portant initiatives reflect our common co
ment to building stronger economic tie
and among the region.

The President and His Majesty the Ki
ognized the importance of Morocco as a
and investment platform for North Afri
Sub-Saharan Africa and the benefits of
taining an attractive business climate for 
ment in Morocco. Building on the Dec
2012 U.S.-Morocco Business Develo
Conference in Washington, DC, the Kin
ed that planning is underway for a secon
Conference to be held in Rabat in 201
2014 Business Development Conferenc
to build on business-to-business contacts
ation, the agriculture and food industr
energy to expand trade and promote 
ment, as well as regional economic integ
The President expressed appreciation 
King for offering to host the 2014 Glob
trepreneurship Summit, and both leader
lighted the importance of fostering 
based economic opportunity in the regio
ticularly for young people and women.
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Educational and Cultural Cooperation

Applauding their people-to-people ties, the
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President and His Majesty the King are com-
mitted to exploring further cooperation to pro-
mote mutual understanding and interfaith dia-
logue in Morocco and throughout the region.
They reiterated their commitment to enhance
and diversify exchange programs that include
the Moroccan American Commission for Edu-
cational and Cultural Exchange. The President
and His Majesty the King underscored the im-
portance of early ratification and implementa-
tion of the agreement between the two coun-
tries on the registration and status of the system
of American schools in Morocco. Both leaders
committed to strengthening ties and increasing
mutual understanding between Moroccan and
American youth. The President commended
His Majesty the King for graciously committing
to donate $1 million per year over the next 5
years to the J. Christopher Stevens Virtual Ex-
change Initiative, which hopes to connect youth
from all different age groups in the Middle East
and North Africa with youth in the United
States through virtual exchange.

The Issue of the Western Sahara

The President pledged to continue to sup-
port efforts to find a peaceful, sustainable, mu-
tually agreed-upon solution to the Western Sa-
hara question. U.S. policy toward the Western
Sahara has remained consistent for many years.
The United States has made clear that Moroc-
co’s autonomy plan is serious, realistic, and
credible, and that it represents a potential ap-
proach that could satisfy the aspirations of the
people in the Western Sahara to run their own
affairs in peace and dignity. We continue to
support the negotiations carried out by the
United Nations, including the work of the UN
Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy Ambassa-
dor Christopher Ross, and urge the parties to
work toward a resolution. The two leaders af-
firmed their shared commitment to the im-
provement of the lives of the people of the
Western Sahara and agreed to work together to
continue to protect and promote human rights
in the territory.

The leaders noted their partnership 
United Nations Security Council over th
two years in the advancement of intern
peace and security, including in Mali, t
hel, Syria, Libya, and the Middle East
reaffirmed their commitment to conti
deepen civilian and military cooperation
areas of non-proliferation and counter-
ism. To address their deep concern f
continuing threat posed by terrorism, the
ed States and Morocco intend to contin
operation to bolster democratic crimin
tice institutions and to counter the threa
olent extremism in the region. The leade
reinforced their commitment to regiona
eration initiatives.

The leaders are committed to cont
close cooperation in the Global Counter
ism Forum and to work to strengthen re
political, economic, and security ties 
North Africa and the Sahel, including th
a reinvigorated Arab Maghreb Union an
er regional forums.

The President encouraged Morocco 
the United States in founding the Intern
Institute of Justice and the Rule of Law i
ta, which intends to train a new genera
criminal justice officials across North,
and East Africa on how to address coun
rorism and related security challenges th
a rule of law framework.

Africa

His Majesty the King thanked the Pre
for the importance given to the promo
social development and economic pro
within Africa. The President acknow
His Majesty the King’s leadership and t
tions carried out by Morocco in the f
peace keeping, conflict prevention, hum
velopment, and the preservation of c
and religious identity.

In this context, both countries commi
explore joint initiatives to promote hum
velopment and stability through food se
access to energy, and the promotion o
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based on the existing Free Trade Agreement.
The two Heads of State were pleased to note

commitment to the special and longstanding
relationship between the United States and the

ecame
dence
a and
mmit-

nue on
t will

rategic
 of the
Rabat.
official
mmit-
anked

to visit
s that

orocco
istoric
ntury,
tury.

 verifi-
nt.

 come
w jobs,
ch, fu-
y. And
turing
t time
siness-
Amer-

to for-
enew-
s than
rly 20
an we

re sys-
e mar-
 plans
meri-

tarting
their common assessment of the critical role of
human and economic development in promot-
ing stability and security on the African conti-
nent, and committed to explore in greater de-
tail concrete options for pragmatic, inclusive
cooperation around economic and develop-
ment issues of mutual interest.

Middle East Peace

His Majesty commended the continuous
commitment of the President and the efforts of
the Secretary of State to advance Middle East
peace. The President acknowledged the contri-
bution of His Majesty, Chairman of the Al
Quds committee, to the efforts aiming to
achieve a two state solution.

Conclusion

The President and His Majesty the King
closed the meeting by emphasizing their shared

Kingdom of Morocco, which in 1777 b
the first nation to recognize the indepen
of the United States. President Obam
King Mohammed VI reaffirmed their co
ment to stay in close contact and to conti
a path of increased cooperation tha
strengthen the United States-Morocco st
partnership, including the next meeting
U.S.-Morocco Strategic Dialogue in 
They each intend to designate a senior 
to lead the implementation of the co
ments made today, and the President th
His Majesty the King for his invitation 
Morocco. Today’s meeting demonstrate
the interests of the United States and M
continue to converge, and that this h
partnership, which began in the 18th ce
continues to thrive well into the 21th cen

NOTE: An original was not available for
cation of the content of this joint stateme

The President’s Weekly Address
November 23, 2013

Hi, everybody. Over the past couple of
months, most of the political headlines you’ve
read have probably been about the Govern-
ment shutdown and the launch of the Afford-
able Care Act. And I know that many of you
have rightly never been more frustrated with
Washington. But if you look beyond those
headlines, there are some good things happen-
ing in our economy. And that’s been my top
priority since the day I walked into the Oval
Office.

After decades in which the middle class was
working harder and harder just to keep up, and
a punishing recession that made it worse, we
made the tough choices required not just to re-
cover from the crisis, but to rebuild on a new
foundation for stronger, more durable eco-
nomic growth. Five years later, we’ve fought
our way back. Our businesses have created 7.8
million new jobs in the past 44 months. Anoth-
er 200,000 Americans went back to work last

month. The American auto industry has
roaring back with more than 350,000 ne
jobs churning out and selling the high-te
el-efficient cars the world wants to bu
they’re leading the charge in a manufac
sector that has added jobs for the firs
since the 1990s, a big reason why our bu
es sell more goods and services made in 
ica than ever before.

We decided to reverse our addiction 
eign oil. And today, we generate more r
able energy than ever, more natural ga
anybody, and for the first time in nea
years, America now produces more oil th
buy from other countries.

We decided to fix a broken health ca
tem. And even though the rollout of th
ketplace where you can buy affordable
has been rough, so far about 500,000 A
cans are poised to gain health coverage s
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January 1. And by the way, health care costs
are growing at the slowest rate in 50 years.

I’ll look for any willing partners who want to
help.
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One more thing: Since I took office, we’ve
cut our deficits by more than half. And that
makes it easier to invest in the things that cre-
ate jobs: education, research, and infrastruc-
ture.

Imagine how much farther along we could
be if both parties were working together.
Think about what we could do if a reckless few
didn’t hold the economy hostage every few
months or waste time on dozens of votes to re-
peal the Affordable Care Act rather than try to
help us fix it.

In the weeks ahead, I’ll keep talking about
my plan to build a better bargain for the mid-
dle class: good jobs; a good education; a chance
to buy a home, save, and retire; and yes, the fi-
nancial security of affordable health care. And

Because of your hard work and tough
fices over the past 5 years, we’re pointed
right direction. But we’ve got more work
to keep moving that way. And as long 
President, I’ll keep doing everything I 
create jobs, grow the economy, and mak
that everyone who works hard has a cha
get ahead.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 5:20 p.m. on November 22 in the
evelt Room at the White House for bro
on November 23. The transcript was
available by the Office of the Press Sec
on November 22, but was embargoed 
lease until 6 a.m. on November 23.

Remarks on Iran
November 23, 2013

Good evening. Today the United States, to-
gether with our close allies and partners, took
an important first step toward a comprehensive
solution that addresses our concerns with the
Islamic Republic of Iran’s nuclear program.

Since I took office, I’ve made clear my de-
termination to prevent Iran from obtaining a
nuclear weapon. As I’ve said many times, my
strong preference is to resolve this issue peace-
fully, and we’ve extended the hand of diploma-
cy. Yet, for many years, Iran has been unwilling
to meet its obligations to the international
community. So my administration worked with
Congress, the United Nations Security Coun-
cil, and countries around the world to impose
unprecedented sanctions on the Iranian Gov-
ernment.

These sanctions have had a substantial im-
pact on the Iranian economy, and with the
election of a new Iranian President earlier this
year, an opening for diplomacy emerged. I
spoke personally with President Rouhani of
Iran earlier this fall. Secretary Kerry has met
multiple times with Iran’s Foreign Minister.
And we have pursued intensive diplomacy, bi-
laterally with the Iranians and together with

our P–5-plus-1 partners: the United Kin
France, Germany, Russia, and China, a
as the European Union.

Today that diplomacy opened up a ne
toward a world that is more secure, a fu
which we can verify that Iran’s nuclea
gram is peaceful and that it cannot build
clear weapon. While today’s announcem
just a first step, it achieves a great deal. F
first time in nearly a decade, we have 
the progress of the Iranian nuclear pr
and key parts of the program will be 
back. Iran has committed to halting 
levels of enrichment and neutralizing par
stockpiles. Iran cannot use its next-gene
centrifuges, which are used for enrichin
nium. Iran cannot install or start up ne
trifuges, and its production of centrifug
be limited. Iran will halt work at its plut
reactor. And new inspections will provi
tensive access to Iran’s nuclear facilities 
low the international community to 
whether Iran is keeping its commitment

These are substantial limitations, whi
help prevent Iran from building a n
weapon. Simply put, they cut off Iran’
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likely paths to a bomb. Meanwhile, this first
step will create time and space over the next 6

time to move forward on new sanctions, be-
cause doing so would derail this promising first
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months for more negotiations to fully address
our comprehensive concerns about the Iranian
program. And because of this agreement, Iran
cannot use negotiations as cover to advance its
program.

On our side, the United States and our
friends and allies have agreed to provide Iran
with modest relief, while continuing to apply
our toughest sanctions. We will refrain from
imposing new sanctions, and we will allow the
Iranian Government access to a portion of the
revenue that they have been denied through
sanctions. But the broader architecture of
sanctions will remain in place, and we will con-
tinue to enforce them vigorously. And if Iran
does not fully meet its commitments during
this 6-month phase, we will turn off the relief
and ratchet up the pressure.

Over the next 6 months, we will work to ne-
gotiate a comprehensive solution. We ap-
proach these negotiations with a basic under-
standing: Iran, like any nation, should be able
to access peaceful nuclear energy. But because
of its record of violating its obligations, Iran
must accept strict limitations on its nuclear
program that make it impossible to develop a
nuclear weapon.

In these negotiations, nothing will be agreed
to unless everything is agreed to. The burden is
on Iran to prove to the world that its nuclear
program will be exclusively for peaceful pur-
poses.

If Iran seizes this opportunity, the Iranian
people will benefit from rejoining the interna-
tional community, and we can begin to chip
away at the mistrust between our two nations.
This would provide Iran with a dignified path
to forge a new beginning with the wider world
based on mutual respect. If, on the other hand,
Iran refuses, it will face growing pressure and
isolation.

Over the last few years, Congress has been a
key partner in imposing sanctions on the Irani-
an Government, and that bipartisan effort
made possible the progress that was achieved
today. Going forward, we will continue to work
closely with Congress. However, now is not the

step, alienate us from our allies, and risk 
eling the coalition that enabled our san
to be enforced in the first place.

That international unity is on display
The world is united in support of our de
nation to prevent Iran from developing
clear weapon. Iran must know that s
and prosperity will never come throu
pursuit of nuclear weapons. It must be re
through fully verifiable agreements that
Iran’s pursuit of nuclear weapons impos

As we go forward, the resolve of the U
States will remain firm, as will our co
ments to our friends and allies, particula
rael and our Gulf partners, who have goo
son to be skeptical about Iran’s intention

Ultimately, only diplomacy can bring
a durable solution to the challenge po
Iran’s nuclear program. As Presiden
Commander in Chief, I will do what is 
sary to prevent Iran from obtaining a n
weapon. But I have a profound respon
to try to resolve our differences peac
rather than rush towards conflict. Tod
have a real opportunity to achieve a co
hensive, peaceful settlement, and I belie
must test it.

The first step that we’ve taken today
the most significant and tangible progre
we’ve made with Iran since I took offic
now we must use the months ahead to pu
lasting and comprehensive settlemen
would resolve an issue that has threaten
security—and the security of our allie
decades. It won’t be easy, and huge cha
remain ahead. But through strong and 
pled diplomacy, the United States of A
will do our part on behalf of a world of g
peace, security, and cooperation amon
tions.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:34 p
the State Dining Room at the White Ho
his remarks, he referred to Minister of F
Affairs Mohammad Javad Zarif-Khons
Iran.
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Remarks at a Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee Fundraiser
in Medina, Washington
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November 24, 2013

Thank you, guys. Sit down. You already did
that. Thank you. Thank you, everybody. Have a
seat. Have a seat.

Well, first of all, let me just thank Jon for the
second time for his incredible hospitality. And
I think it’s fair to say that between Nancy and
me and Steve Israel, we do a lot of events. I
will say that this particular space is one of the
more spectacular venues for an event. And we
couldn’t have a more gracious host. The only
problem when I come to Jon’s house is, I want
to just kind of roam around and check stuff
out, and instead, I’ve got to talk. [Laughter]
But, Jon, thank you for your friendship. We’re
very grateful.

A few other people I want to acknowledge.
First of all, our once Speaker and soon to be
Speaker again, Nancy Pelosi. We are thrilled to
be with her. Someone who has an incredibly
thankless job, but does it with energy and wis-
dom—and I was going to say joy, but I’m not, I
don’t want to, kind of, overdo it—[laughter]—
but is doing an outstanding job: Steve Israel,
who is heading up the DCCC. Thank you so
much, Steve, for the great job that you’re do-
ing.

We’ve got some outstanding Members of
Congress here. Congressman Rick Larsen is
here. Where’s Rick? There he is. Congress-
woman Suzan DelBene is here. Congressman
Derek Kilmer is here. Where’s Derek? There
he is—who just informed me that his 4-year-
old at the Christmas party is going to sing me
at least one patriotic song. [Laughter] And I’m
very excited about this. She has a repertoire of
five songs, and we’re trying to hone in on what
one song she is going to do.

And you’ve got a former outstanding Mem-
ber of Congress, who now is doing a great job
as the Governor of this great State; Governor
Jay Inslee is here. And Trudi, who’s keeping
him in line at all times. And I want to thank
John Frank, who also spent a lot of time on this
event. Thank you so much.

Now, the great thing about these ki
events is, I spend most of my time in a c
sation with you, as opposed to just ma
long speech. Let me make a couple of ob
tions. Number one, Jay claims he arran
but when we landed, we were flying
Mount Rainier, pulled into the airport
off the plane, and the sunset was lighti
mountain. And it was spectacular and re
ed me of why it is that I love the Pacific 
west so much.

Now, part of it—I was saying to som
part of it may also be that I always feel th
it of my mom here, because I graduate
Mercer Island High. But you guys have
good thing going here, and it’s not just t
ahawks. I just want to make that point.

Point number two: Obviously, the
such enormous challenges that we fa
across this country and internationally, a
year we’ve seen issues ranging from the
dy of Sandy Hook to disclosures at the N
the shutdown and the potential of defa
continuing issues surrounding the Midd
and peace there. And so it’s understand
think, that sometimes, people feel disco
or concerned about whether or not w
continue to make progress. And one thin
I always try to emphasize is that if you 
American history, there have been fre
occasions in which it looked like we had 
ble problems—either economic, politic
curity—and as long as there were thos
stayed steady and clear eyed and pers
eventually, we came up with an answer
tually, we were able to work through
challenges and come out better on the
end.

And that’s true today as well. After 
the worst economic crisis since the Gre
pression, we’ve now seen 44 straight mo
job growth. We’ve doubled our produc
clean energy. We are actually importing 
than ever before, producing more energ
ever before. We’ve reduced the pace 
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carbon emissions in a way that is actually better
than the vast majority of industrialized nations

that we’re leaving a planet that is as spectacular
as the one we inherited from our parents and
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over the last 5 years.
We’ve been able to not only create the pos-

sibility of all people enjoying the security of
health care, but we’ve also been driving down
the cost of health care, which benefits people’s
pocketbooks, their businesses. Our institutions
of higher learning continue to be the best in
the world. And you’re actually—because of the
productivity of our workers, we’re actually see-
ing manufacturing move back to America in
ways that we haven’t seen in decades.

A lot of the reason that we’re making prog-
ress is because of the inherent resilience and
strength of the American people, but a lot of it
is because folks like Nancy Pelosi and some of
the Members of Congress, or even former
Members of Congress, who are here made
some tough decisions early on in my adminis-
tration. And we’re starting to see those bear
fruit and pay off.

And so I’m incredibly optimistic about our
future. But I’m also mindful of the fact that we
have some barriers, some impediments to
change and progress. And the biggest barrier
and impediment we have right now is a Con-
gress—and in particular, a House of Represen-
tatives—that is not focused on getting the job
done for the American people, but is a lot
more focused on trying to position themselves
for the next election or to defeat my agenda.

And that’s unfortunate, because that’s not
what the American people are looking for right
now. And the truth is, is that there are a lot of
ideas—things like early childhood education or
rebuilding our infrastructure or investing in basic
science and research—there are a whole range
of—immigration reform—a whole range of
ideas, that if you strip away the politics, there’s
actually a pretty broad consensus in this country.

I’m not a particularly ideological person.
There are some things, some values I feel pas-
sionately about. I feel passionate about making
sure everybody in this country gets a fair shake.
I feel passionate about everybody being treat-
ed with dignity and respect regardless of what
they look like or what their last name is or who
they love. I feel passionate about making sure

our grandparents. I feel passionate about
ing for peace even as we are making su
our defenses are strong.

So there are values I care about. B
pretty pragmatic when it comes to how
get there. And so is Nancy, and so is Ja
so more than anything, what we’re look
is not the defeat of another party, what
looking for is the advancement of ideas t
going to vindicate those values that ar
and true and that have led this country
spectacular heights that we’ve seen in th

But to do that, we’re going to need Nan
losi as Speaker, because there’s just a lot o
to be done right now. Between now an
November, I’m going to do everything I c
look for every opportunity to work on a b
san basis to get stuff done. There will no
point in time where I’ve got an opportu
get something done where I don’t do it 
because of politics. But those opportunit
been few and far between over the last 
years, and the American people can’t af
wait in perpetuity for us to grow faster,
more jobs, strengthen our middle class
our environment, fix our immigration syst

And so if we don’t have partners on th
er side, we’re going to have to go ahead 
it ourselves. And so the support that 
providing today and the support that 
provided time and again is making all t
ference in the world. And it’s part of wha
me confidence that we’re going to be su
ful over the long term.

So thank you. We appreciate it. An
that, let me take some questions.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:24 p.m.
residence of Jon A. Shirley. In his rema
referred to Tess Kilmer, daughter of Rep
ek C. Kilmer; Trudi Inslee, wife of Gov.
Inslee of Washington; and John E. Fran
president and deputy general counsel, 
soft Corp. The transcript was released 
Office of the Press Secretary on Novemb
Audio was not available for verification
content of these remarks. 
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Remarks at the Betty Ann Ong Chinese Recreation Center in San Francisco,
California
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November 25, 2013

The President. Hello, everybody! Well, hel-
lo, San Francisco! It is great to be back in Cali-
fornia. It is great to be with all of you. I love
San Francisco. You’ve got great food. You’ve
got great people, beautiful scenery, no more
super villains because “Batkid” cleaned up the
streets. Love “Batkid.” [Laughter]

I want to start by thanking Geetha for the
wonderful introduction and the great work that
she’s doing. Give her a big round of applause. I
want to thank your Mayor, Ed Lee. Lieutenant
Governor Gavin Newsom. I want to recognize
some wonderful Members of Congress who
are fighting every day for the people of Califor-
nia: Mike Honda, Eric Swalwell, Judy Chu.
They are all doing great work every single day.

We have a special guest, Janet Napolitano,
who is now overseeing the entire UC system
and going to be doing a great job. We miss her
back in Washington, but she is going to be out-
standing leading the University of California.

Now, before I begin, I want to say a few
words about the news from the weekend. I’m
here to talk about immigration reform, but I’m
also here in my capacity as Commander in
Chief, and this weekend, together with our al-
lies and our partners, the United States
reached an agreement with Iran on a first step
towards resolving our concerns over its nuclear
program.

Now, some of you may recall that when I
first ran for President, I said it was time for a
new era of American leadership in the world,
one that turned the page on a decade of war
and began a new era of our engagement with
the world. And as President and as Command-
er in Chief, I’ve done what I said. We ended
the war in Iraq; we brought our troops home.
Usama bin Laden met justice; the war in Af-
ghanistan will end next year.

And as the strongest, most powerful nation
on the face of the Earth, we’ve engaged in
clear-eyed and principled diplomacy—even
with our adversaries—in order to begin to de-
stroy Syria’s chemical weapons and to place the

first real constraints in a decade on Iran
clear program. Because I firmly beli
what President Kennedy once said. H
“Let us never negotiate out of fear, but
never fear to negotiate.” I believe tha
this diplomacy, backed by the unpreced
sanctions we brought on Iran, has brou
the progress that was achieved this week

For the first time in a decade, we’ve 
the progress on Iran’s nuclear program
parts of the program will be rolled back.
national inspectors will have unpreced
access to Iran’s nuclear-related faciliti
this will help Iran from building a n
weapon. And over the coming months,
going to continue our diplomacy, with th
of achieving a comprehensive solutio
deals with the threat of Iran’s nuclear pr
once and for all.

And if Iran seizes this opportunit
chooses to join the global community, th
can begin to chip away at the mistrust th
isted for many, many years between o
nations. None of that is going to be easy
challenges remain. But we cannot clo
door on diplomacy. And we cannot ru
peaceful solutions to the world’s problem
cannot commit ourselves to an endless c
conflict. And tough talk and bluster may
easy thing to do politically, but it’s not th
thing for our security. [Applause] It is n
right thing for our security.

Now, this progress, and the potentia
fers, reminds us of what is possible wh
United States has the courage to lead, n
with the force of arms, but with the stren
our diplomacy and our commitment to 
That’s what keeps us strong. That’s what
us a beacon to the world. That’s how I’
tinue to lead so long as I’m President 
United States.

And that spirit—not just what we ca
cize or tear down or be against, but w
can build together—that’s what brings m
today. Because it’s long past time to 
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broken immigration system. We need to make
sure Washington finishes what so many Ameri-

der. The fact is, we’re blessed with immigrants
from all over the world who’ve put down roots
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And it’s fitting that we’re here in Chinatown,
just a few miles away from Angel Island. In the
early 1900s, about 300,000 people—maybe
some of your ancestors—passed through on
their way to a new life in America. And for
many, it represented the end of a long and ar-
duous journey; they’d finally arrived in a place
where, they believed, anything was possible.

And for some, it also represented the begin-
ning of a new struggle against prejudice in a
country that didn’t always treat its immigrants
fairly or afford them the same rights as every-
body else. Obviously, Asians faced this, but so
did the Irish, so did Italians, so did Jews. And
many groups still do today.

That didn’t stop those brave men and wom-
en from coming. They were drawn by a belief
in the power of opportunity, in a belief that
says, maybe I never had a chance at a good ed-
ucation, but this is a place where my daughter
can go to college. Maybe I started out washing
dishes, but this is a place where my son can be-
come mayor of San Francisco. Maybe I have to
make sacrifices today, but those sacrifices are
worth it if it means a better life for my family.

And that’s a family story that will be shared
by millions of Americans around the table on
Thursday. It’s the story that drew my great-
great-great-great-grandfather from a small vil-
lage in Ireland and drew my father from a
small village in Kenya. It’s the story that drew
so many of your ancestors here: that America is
a place where you can make it if you try.

And here’s something interesting: Today,
more than one in four residents born outside
the United States came here from Asian coun-
tries, many through our family immigration
system. They’re doctors, business owners, la-
borers, refugees. This rec center’s namesake,
Betty Ong, was a hero on 9/11. But she was al-
so the daughter of immigrants who grew up
not far from here. And we’re honored to have
her family with us here today.

But too often, when we talk about immigra-
tion, the debate focuses on our southern bor-

in every corner of this country. Here 
Francisco, 35 percent of business owne
immigrants, and your economy is amo
fastest growing in the country. That’s 
accident. That’s the impact that our ta
hard-working immigrants can have. Tha
difference they can make. They’re hung
they’re striving, and they’re working har
they’re creating things that weren’t the
fore.

And that’s why it is long past time to 
an immigration system that right now d
serve America as well as it should. We co
doing so much more to unleash our pote
we just fix this aspect of our system.

And I know out here in California th
watch the news and you share the countr
very sunny view of Washington these da
the last few months, you’ve seen a lot of
lines about gridlock and partisan bic
and too often one faction of one party 
House of Congress has chosen courses
tion that ended up harming our busine
our economy or our workers. Or they w
refight old political battles rather than 
jobs and grow the economy and strength
middle class or take 40 more votes to 
mine or repeal the Affordable Care 
[laughter]—instead of passing a single s
jobs bill, despite the fact that American
us to focus on jobs and business and g
And by the way, thousands of California
signing up every day for new health care
all across this State.

So even as we’re getting this darn w
up to speed—[laughter]—and it’s gettin
ter—States like California are proving t
works. People want the financial secu
health insurance. And even if you’re alre
sured, reach out to a friend or neighbor
not and help them get covered.

But when it comes to immigration r
we have to have the confidence to belie
can get this done. And we should get it
And by the way, most Americans agre
only thing standing in our way right now
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unwillingness of certain Republicans in Con-
gress to catch up with the rest of the country.

particular can down the road long enough. Ev-
erybody knows it.
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Now, I met the other day with the CEOs of
some of America’s business—biggest compa-
nies. And I’m positive, not all of them voted for
me. [Laughter] I’m pretty sure. Maybe some of
them, but definitely not all of them. But the
thing they wanted to talk about, their top prior-
ity was the fact that we invite the brightest
minds from around the world to study here—
many of them enrolled in the University of
California system—and then we don’t invite
them to stay. We end up sending them home
to create new jobs and start new businesses
someplace else. So we’re training our own
competition, rather than invite those incredibly
talented young people, like Geetha, to stay
here and start businesses and create jobs here.

I hear from folks who have been separated
from their families for years because of green
card backlogs, desperately want their loved
ones to be able to join them here in America. I
hear from young DREAMers who are Ameri-
cans through and through in every way but on
paper, and they just want a chance to study and
serve and contribute to the Nation that they
love.

I talk to business owners who play by the
rules, but get frustrated because they end up
being undercut by those who exploit workers
in a shadow economy: aren’t getting paid over-
time; aren’t required to meet the same obliga-
tions. And so those companies end up losing
out on business. 

Right now I’m seeing brave advocates who
have been fasting for 2 weeks in the shadow of
the Capitol, sacrificing themselves in an effort
to get Congress to act. And I want to say to
Eliseo Medina, my friend from SEIU, and the
other fasters who are there as we speak, I want
them to know, we hear you. We’re with you.
The whole country hears you.

And there are plenty of leaders—Democrat
and Republican—who don’t think it’s fair that
we’ve got 11 million people in this country, in-
cluding more than a million from Asia, with no
real way to come forward and get on the right
side of the law. It’s not smart. It’s not fair. It
doesn’t make sense. And we have kicked this

Now, the good news is, we know wh
solutions are. There is bipartisan hope 
ting it done. This year, the Senate pas
immigration reform bill by a wide, bip
majority, and it addresses the key issue
need to be addressed. It would strength
borders. It would level the playing fi
holding employers accountable if they 
ingly hire undocumented workers. It 
modernize our legal immigration syst
that we eliminate the backlog of famil
and make it easier to attract highly skill
trepreneurs from beyond our borders. It
make sure that everybody plays by the
rules by providing a pathway to earned c
ship for those who are living in the shad
path that includes passing a background
and learning English and paying taxes
penalty and getting in line behind ev
trying to come here the right way.

And each of these pieces would go 
way towards fixing our broken immigrati
tem. Each of them has been suppor
Democrats and Republicans in the
There’s no reason we can’t come togeth
get it done.

And what’s more, we know the immig
reform that we’re proposing would boo
economy and shrink our deficits. Indepe
economists have said that if the Senate b
came law, over the next two decades, our
omy would grow by $1.4 trillion more,
would reduce our deficits by $850 
more.

And you don’t have to be an economist
ure out that workers will be more produ
they’ve got their families here with them, 
not worried about deportation, they’re no
halfway around the world. This isn’t ju
right thing to do, it’s the smart thing to do

Of course, just because something is 
fair, good for the economy, and suppor
business, labor, law enforcement, and
leaders—[laughter]—Democratic and R
lican Governors, including the Governor
State—just because all that is in place d
mean we’ll actually get it done, because
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Washington, after all, that we’re talking about
and everything is looked through a political

it in one big bill, like the Senate did. That’s
okay. They can—it’s Thanksgiving; we can
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prism. And look, let’s be honest, some folks au-
tomatically think, well, if Obama’s for it, then
I’ve got to be against it even if I was—before
that, I was for it.

But I want to remind everybody, to his great
credit, my Republican predecessor, President
Bush, was for reform. He proposed reform like
this almost a decade ago. I was in the Senate. I
joined 23 Senate Republicans back then sup-
porting reform. It’s worth remembering that
the Senate bill that just passed won more than
a dozen Republican votes this past summer.
And some of them even forget that I’m—
sometimes, people forget, I’m not running for
office again. Michelle doesn’t forget. [Laugh-
ter] So you don’t have to worry about this
somehow being good for me. This is good for
the country. It’s the right thing to do for the
American people.

And I believe, ultimately—not always in the
short term—but ultimately, good policy is good
politics. Look at the polls right now, because
the American people support immigration re-
form by a clear majority. Everybody wins if we
get this done. So there’s no reason we
shouldn’t get immigration reform done right
now. None. If there is a good reason, I haven’t
heard it.

And by the way, if there’s a better plan out
there than the one that Democrats and Repub-
licans have already advanced together, if there
are additional ideas that would make it even
better, I’m always willing to listen to new ideas.
My door is always open. But right now it’s up
to Republicans in the House to decide if we
can move forward as a country on this bill. If
they don’t want to see it happen, they’ve got to
explain why.

The good news is, just this past week, Speak-
er Boehner said that he is “hopeful we can
make progress” on immigration reform. And
that is good news. I believe the Speaker is sin-
cere. I think he genuinely wants to get it done.
And that’s something we should be thankful
for this week. And I think there are a number
of other House Republicans who also want to
get this done. Some of them are hesitant to do

carve that bird into multiple pieces. [Lau
A drumstick here—[laughter]—breast
there. But as long as all the pieces ge
soon and we actually deliver on the core
we’ve been talking about for so long, I
everybody is fine with it. They’re not w
about the procedures, they just want the

But it’s going to require some co
There are some members of the Repu
caucus who think this is bad politics fo
back home. And they’re free to vote the
science, but what I’ve said to the Speak
others is, don’t let a minority of folks
something that the country desperately 
And we can’t leave this problem for a
generation to solve. If we don’t tackle th
then we’re undercutting our own future.

So my message to Congress is, rathe
create problems, let’s prove Washingto
get something done. This is something th
broad-based support. We’ve been work
it for a decade now. This reform comes a
as we’ve gotten to something that will b
everybody, now and for decades to com
it has the potential to enrich this coun
ways that we can’t even imagine.

And I’ll just give you one example to
up. Andrew Ly is here today. Where
drew? He’s around here somewhere. Th
is. Now, Andrew has got an amazing sto
drew grew up in Vietnam, and he and h
brothers tried three times to flee to the U
States. Obviously, the country was 
through all kinds of difficulties. So three
they tried; three times, they failed. O
fourth try, their boat, filled with 140
gees—is that right, Andrew?—was attac
pirates.

But the Lys and their family eve
made it to Malaysia, and then they eve
made it here to San Francisco. And
learned English, and they worked as 
men, and they worked as seamstresse
eventually, Andrew and his brothers 
enough money to buy a small bakery. An
started making doughnuts, and they 
selling them to Chinese restaurants. An
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a lot of hard work and a little luck, the Sugar
Bowl Bakery today is a $60 million business.

The President. ——most importantly, we
will live up to our character as a nation.
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[Applause] Right? 
So these humble and striving immigrants

from Vietnam now employ more than 300
Americans. They’re supplying pastries to Cost-
co and Safeway and almost every hotel and
hospital in San Francisco. And I don’t know if
Andrew brought me any samples, but—[laugh-
ter]—they must be pretty good. [Laughter]

And Andrew says: “We came here as boat
people, so we don’t take things for granted. We
know this is the best country in the world if you
work hard.” That’s what America is about. This
is the place where you can reach for something
better if you work hard. This is the country our
parents and our grandparents and waves of im-
migrants before them built for us. And it falls
on each new generation to keep it that way.
The Statue of Liberty doesn’t have its back to
the world. The Statue of Liberty faces the
world and raises its light to the world.

When Chinese immigrants came to this city
in search of Gold Mountain, they weren’t look-
ing just for physical riches, they were looking
for freedom and opportunity. They knew that
what makes us American is not a question of
what we look like or what our names are—be-
cause our—we look like the world. I mean, you
got a President named Obama. [Laughter]
What makes us American is our shared belief
in certain enduring principles, our allegiance
to a set of ideals, to a creed, to the enduring
promise of this country.

And our shared responsibility is to leave this
country more generous, more hopeful than we
found it. And if we stay true to that history—if
we get immigration reform across the finish
line, and it is there, just within our grasp; if we
can just get folks in Washington to go ahead
and do what needs to be done—we’re going to
grow our economy, we’re going to make our
country more secure, we’ll strengthen our fam-
ilies, and most importantly——

Audience member. Mr. Obama——
The President. ——most importantly, we

will live up——
Audience member. I need your help. My

family has been separated for Thanksgiving.

Audience member. I have not seen my
ly Thanksgiving week because my famil
separated. I need your help. There are
sands of——

The President. That’s exactly what
talking about here.

Audience member. ——undocument
migrants that are torn apart every single 

The President. That’s why we’re here.
Audience member. So, Mr. President,

use your Executive order to halt depor
for all 11.5 undocumented immigrants 
country right now.

The President. What we’re trying——
Audience member. We agree——
Audience member. Obama! Obama! O
Audience member. ——that we need 

comprehensive immigration reform. A
same time, we have a—you have a po
stop deportation for all—— 

The President. Actually, I don’t. 
Audience member. ——undocument

migrant families in this country. 
The President. And that’s why we’re h
Audience member. So, please, I nee

help.
The President. Okay——
Audience member. Stop deportations!
Audience members. Stop deportation

deportations!
The President. Thank you. All right.
Audience members. Stop deportation

deportations!
The President. What I’d like to do—n

don’t worry about it, guys. Okay, let me f
Audience members. Stop deportation

we can! Stop deportations!
The President. How about—these guy

need to go.
Audience member. [Inaudible]
The President. Let me finish. No, n

let—he can stay there. Let me—[app
Hold on a second. Hold on a second.

So I respect the passion of these youn
ple because they feel deeply about th
cerns for their families. Now, what you n
know, when I’m speaking as President 
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United States and I come to this community, is
that if, in fact, I could solve all these problems

That’s not our tradition. But the great thing
about this country is we have this wonderful
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without passing laws in Congress, then I would
do so. 

But we’re also a nation of laws. That’s part of
our tradition. And so the easy way out is to try
to yell and pretend like I can do something by
violating our laws. And what I’m proposing is
the harder path, which is to use our democratic
processes to achieve the same goal that you
want to achieve. But it won’t be as easy as just
shouting. It requires us lobbying and getting it
done.

So the—[applause]. So for those of you who
are committed to getting this done, I am going
to march with you and fight with you every
step of the way to make sure that we are wel-
coming every striving, hard-working immigrant
who sees America the same way we do: as a
country where no matter who you are or where
you—what you look like or where you come
from, you can make it if you try.

And if you’re serious about making that hap-
pen, then I’m ready to work with you. But it is
going to require work. It is not simply a matter
of us just saying we’re going to violate the law.

process of democracy, and sometimes
messy, and sometimes, it is hard, but ult
ly, justice and truth win out. That’s alway
the case in this country; that’s going to c
ue to be the case today.

Thank you very much, everybody. Go
you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a
his remarks, he referred to Miles Scot
year-old cancer patient who, with the h
the Make-A-Wish Foundation, was giv
opportunity to be the superhero “Batkid
day in San Francisco, CA; Geetha Valla
ni, chief executive officer, Luminix Inc
mer Secretary of Homeland Security Ja
Napolitano; Eliseo V. Medina, executiv
president, Service Employees Intern
Union; Gov. Edmund G. “Jerry” Brown,
California; former President George W.
and Andrew Ly, chairman, president, an
executive officer, his brothers Binh, Sam
Paul Ly, vice presidents, and his brothe
Ly, vice chairman, Sugar Bowl Bakery.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in San Franc
November 25, 2013

The President. Hello, San Francisco! Well,
hello, hello, hello! Thank you. Thank you. Ev-
erybody, have a seat, have a seat. Have a seat.
It is good to be back in San Francisco! Love
this place.

Audience member. I love you!
The President. I love you back. [Applause] I

love you back.
I always have fun in San Francisco. There’s

always something going on. Just even in the
rope line—[laughter]—I had some folks sing
to me, had a guy who took a photo with me
with the shoes with the little toes in them.
[Laughter] I am sure that’s the first time that’s
ever happened to a President. And they looked
very comfortable. But that doesn’t happen in
Chicago. [Laughter] There have been at least
five protests that I don’t know what they’re
protesting, but they’re yelling something.

[Laughter] That’s sort of par for the cou
San Francisco. [Laughter] I knew it was
thing.

Part of the reason, though, that I love
ing here is because I’ve got such great f
And I just want to acknowledge them, alt
I’m sure they’ve already been acknowl
First of all, your outstanding mayor, Ed 
here. Give Mayor Lee a big round of app
You’ve got your wonderful AG, your at
general; Kamala Harris is here. Outst
Members of Congress: Mike Honda is
Eric Swalwell is here; Barbara Lee is
[Applause] Barbara Lee!

I want to thank our cohosts Nicola 
and Robert Mailer Anderson. Give them
round of applause. And their fabulous ch
who are here and, I think, didn’t go to 
today. But that’s okay. [Laughter]
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The new person who is leading the Universi-
ty of California system—and we miss her in

never went to college. Michelle’s mom worked
as a secretary for most of her life when she
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Washington, but she’s going to do a great job
here—Janet Napolitano is here.

And one thing I did not like about today is
that I did not have a chance to hear some
friends of mine play—who, I’ve had them at
the White House and I try never to miss a per-
formance when I get a chance because they are
just fabulous—give it up for Herbie Hancock,
Alicia Moran, Jason Moran, Joshua Redman,
Esperanza Spalding.

And all of you are here, and I’m grateful for
that. I know you came basically for the music,
so I’m not going to speak long. [Laughter] But
I so appreciate you being here in support of
the Democratic Party and the Democrat Na-
tional Committee, because we’ve got a lot of
work to do.

Sometimes, people ask me, how do you
keep up with everything involved in this job of
yours, which is kind of a crazy job? There’s a
lot of stuff. [Laughter] And it’s all pretty com-
plicated, and nobody is ever entirely happy
with any decision that you make, and your hair
is a lot grayer than it used to be. [Laughter]
And what I tell them is that every morning, I
try to think back to how I got involved in public
service in the first place, and I think back to my
own family’s story. I think about my grandpar-
ents and my grandfather fighting in World War
II in Patton’s army and coming back and bene-
fiting from the GI bill.

And I think about my grandmother, who,
partly because of how women were treated
when she was growing up, wasn’t able to go to
college herself, but worked her way up from
being a secretary to being the vice president of
a bank and then hit the glass ceiling and proba-
bly could have gone a little further if it hadn’t
been for some of the bias that existed at the
time.

I think about my mom, single mom raising
two kids, and the help that scholarships provid-
ed her so that she could end up getting her ed-
ucation and then work around the world, help-
ing folks in need.

I think about Michelle and her family. Mi-
chelle’s dad, a blue-collar worker all his life,

wasn’t looking after the kids.
And then I look at my daughters, and 

about that progression, that trajector
what this country has done for my famil
then I travel around the country, and I s
same story repeated over and over ag
people who came here from different 
without a lot except hopes and dreams a
belief in an America where, if you w
hard, you could make it; that if you tried
regardless of what you looked like, whe
came from, what your last name was, w
loved, that you had a chance to succee
could pursue your own portion of the A
can Dream.

And why I feel so privileged in this job
cause in some small measure, every sing
I have an opportunity to advance that sto
to make sure that it’s there for not just
and Sasha, but for the next generation: fo
kids, your grandkids, and the kids and 
kids of folks who can’t afford a fundrais
this.

And we’ve made enormous progres
the last 5 years on a whole variety of 
most fundamentally, making sure th
didn’t slip into a great depression; makin
that we were able to expand financial
tance to young people who wanted to go
lege; making sure that, yes, in this cou
you get sick, you won’t go bankrupt, b
you have the possibility of getting affo
health care; making sure that we ended
ended one war, we’ll end another wa
year; that we realigned our security wi
values and our ideals.

We’ve made sure that we ended “don
don’t tell,” and we made sure that we st
the right side of history when it came to
ing everybody subject to the same righ
responsibilities as American citizens. An
ing an auto industry. You go down the li
it’s been pretty productive. [Laughter]

But I tell you—so that’s what I think
when I get up in the morning. [Laughte
is all while I’m just brushing my teeth
[laughter]. But what I think about at the
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the day is how much more has to be done.
What I think about at the end of the day is the

we’re not sure how much longer we can keep
going despite all these promising avenues that
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story that I hear in a letter or from somebody
in a rope line, who lost their job and, no matter
how hard they try, haven’t been able to get one
again and are worried now about losing their
home.

Or I think about somebody who is fortunate
enough to have a job, but hasn’t seen a raise in
5 years and are trying to figure out whether
they’re going to be able to retire. Or I think
about the young person who says, “I started
school, but I had to drop out because I just
couldn’t sustain the debt.” Or I think about the
young person who comes up to me and says:
“Mr. President, thank you for deferred action.
I was brought here when I was 5 years old, and
I consider myself as American as anybody else,
but I don’t have papers, and you helped me,
but I’m worried about my mom and my dad
and what might happen to them if we don’t get
immigration passed.”

I think about the military families that I
meet and the young men and women that I
meet at Walter Reed who have sacrificed so
much—in some cases, unimaginable sacri-
fice—for our security and our liberty. And I
think about the work that we still have to do to
make sure that our veterans are treated with
the honor and the respect and the support that
they have earned.

And I think about all these young kids run-
ning around, 3-year-olds and 4-year-olds, and
how much promise they’ve got and potential
and energy. And if we could just make sure
that they’re getting high-quality early child-
hood education when they’re young, it doesn’t
matter how poor they may be right now,
there’s nothing they can’t achieve. But I also
think about the fact that we’re nowhere close
to providing the kind of support that is re-
quired to make sure every child in America ac-
tually has opportunity.

I think about the amazing young scientists
and researchers who are coming up with cures
for Alzheimer’s or cancer or HIV, but who tell
me, you know what, we’re running out of re-
search money, and it seems like each year, few-
er and fewer research grants are available, and

we have.
And I think about the small-business

who are doing great work, but still feel a
Tax Code is tilted in favor of folks who ca
big-shot attorneys and big-shot accou
and somehow, they don’t feel like they’
ting a fair shake. And they can’t hire lo
to set up a bunch of loopholes for them.

And I think about the incredible beau
State like California, and I wonder whet
not we’re moving fast enough to deal w
mate change so that that same beauty 
available for our kids and our grandki
the generations to come. 

And so my day starts off with great pr
[Laughter] And my day ends, and I look
checklist of stuff I’ve got to do, and I’m
ing, man, we’ve still got a long way to go.
years will go like that. It will go like tha
those of us who have kids know how 
goes, because Malia and Sasha, they’
weeds. [Laughter] 

So the question then becomes, under
ing that we’re never going to be able to 
erything done that needs to get done
now, right away; that we live in a democ
a big, complex country and there’s a lot 
agreement and there’s a lot of ideas bein
tested and regional differences and c
differences that we experience; underst
that it’s not all going to happen overnigh
question becomes what during this mo
this week, this month, this year, next ye
next 3 years, what can we do to continue
vance this core idea that here in this cou
doesn’t matter what you look like, whe
come from, who you love, what your las
is, if you work hard, you can make it, a
you making it individually, somehow, al
are a little bit better off. How do we vin
that idea? How do we keep on pressing
ward?

Now, what’s hampering us right now
that we don’t have good policy ideas. We
what works. We know right now that if w
a budget that invested in rebuilding our
structure—our roads, our bridges, our
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smart grids, broadband lines—we know that
we’d create jobs right now and improve the
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economy right now and grow it faster right
now. And we’d be laying the groundwork for
growth for decades to come. We know that.
We know it’s true. We’ve done it before. It’s
part of how America became an economic su-
perpower.

We know that if we invest in basic research,
incredible companies like those in this region
are going to be created faster. We’re going to
be creating products and services that none of
us even imagined. We know that. We know if
we invest in early childhood education—bigger
bang for the buck than just about anything we
could do—every dollar we invest, we’d save
seven bucks on the other end, because young
people would have done better, less likely to
get into trouble, less likely to go to prison, less
likely to be dependent on the State. We know
it.

These things shouldn’t be controversial. We
know we can actually pay for it while bringing
down our deficit. The deficit has been cut in
more than half since I came into office. And—
[applause]—coming down faster than any time
since World War II.

So we know that we can bring down our def-
icits. But we could still invest in the things I
just talked about: closing a few tax loopholes,
making some modest reforms to make sure
that our social safety net is there for the long
term. And by the way, the things I’m talking
about, they’re not even particularly ideological.
You know? They’re just common sense.

So what’s stopping us from doing it? 
Audience member. Executive order.
The President. Well, it’s politics. What we

know is the fact that right now in this country,
there’s at least one faction of one party that has
decided they’re more interested in stopping
progress than advancing it and aren’t interest-
ed in compromise or engaging in solving prob-
lems; they’re more interested in scoring points
for the next election.

Now, look, I’m in public office. I know a lot
of politicians, and—[laughter]—it’s not as if
Democrats have no blemishes. Everybody who
is in public office is mindful of polls and mind-

to pay attention to what the people wh
you there are saying. You want to try to 
tention to their concerns.

But part of public service is also lead
It’s also saying there are certain things th
right. There are certain things that have
done even when they’re hard. There a
tain things where we actively seek to 
and to work with the other side, even
don’t agree with them on a hundred per
things. There’s 60 percent or 70 percen
percent of the things that we do agree o
go ahead and get those done. And then 
argue about the other stuff.

Audience member. Executive order.
The President. And that—[applause

somebody keeps on yelling, “Executive o
[Laughter] Is this the—well, it turns 
[laughter]. The reason—I’m going to a
pause on this issue because a lot of peopl
been saying this lately on every prob
[laughter]—which is, just sign an Execut
der, and we can pretty much do anythi
basically nullify Congress. And unfort
ly——

Audience member. Yes!
The President. Well, wait, wait, wait, 

everybody starts clapping—[laughter]. 
not how it works. We’ve got this Consti
We’ve got this whole thing about separa
powers and branches. And so we’ve go
there is no shortcut to politics. And the
shortcut to democracy. And there’s—w
to win on the merits of the argument w
American people. As laborious as it 
sometimes, as much misinformation as t
out there sometimes, as frustrating as it m
sometimes, what we have to do is just k
going, keep on pushing. And eventual
move in a better direction.

That’s been true for the first 5 years
administration. When folks said we co
end “don’t ask, don’t tell”—in fact, 
body—a bunch of people yelled, “Exe
order.” [Laughter] I decided, well, let’s
actually pass a law. And we did.
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It’s been true obviously with health care.
Folks have fought us every step of the way, but

a less violent place; a land of opportunity; a
place where, despite everything that’s hap-
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we have kept on going. And this website is go-
ing to get fixed. And we are going to be signing
people up, and we’re going to make sure that
everybody in California and everybody in
America who needs health care is going to get
it. We just kept on going. We don’t stop. [Ap-
plause] We don’t stop. We don’t stop. 

It’s true domestically, and it’s true on for-
eign policy. The Middle East is enormously
challenging. We got a deal signed this weekend
on Iran and for the first time halting the ad-
vancement of their nuclear program. But
there’s still enormous challenges ahead. We
haven’t solved this problem. We haven’t solved
the mistrust and the enmity and the funda-
mental challenges of Iran’s nuclear capacity.
But we’re testing diplomacy. We’re not resort-
ing immediately to military conflict. And we
create a space where there’s a possibility of re-
solving problems that have lingered for de-
cades.

It’s not easy. I can’t just sign an Executive
order. [Laughter] But it’s possible, and it’s
worth the effort.

And so let me just close by saying this.
The—what’s true today, what’s been true over
the last 5 years has been true throughout our
history: It was because we kept going that
emancipation happened. It was because we
kept on going that women won the right to
vote. It’s because we kept on going, despite ev-
ery trial and tribulation, that workers got their
rights. It’s because we kept on going that the
environment was cleaned up.

It’s because people were marching and or-
ganizing and pushing and prodding and suffer-
ing defeats and not being defeated by those de-
feats and just kept on going that, slowly but
surely, America has become a more fair place;
a more just place; our environment is cleaner;

pened, we continue to be a beacon for 
all around the world.

So that’s what gives me comfort befo
to bed. [Laughter] After I’ve got all thos
ries in my head about all the stuff that re
undone, at the end of the day when I r
head on that pillow, I think, this count
found a way. We’ve always found a wa
cause we don’t stop. We persevere, we k
going, and we keep in mind that nort
that focus, that direction, that we care so
ly about. Because that’s what the Am
story is all about.

And for all our flaws, that’s what the D
cratic Party is all about. And that’s what
fighting for alongside us. That’s what you
tributions are about. That’s what our Me
of Congress are fighting for. That’s wh
DNC is about.

And that’s why we need you. We ne
so we can keep on going, because we’ve
lot of work to do and I want to do it wit
And I’m not going to get all of it done
next 3 years, but I’m going to get an aw
of it done in the next 3 years because o
like you.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you
bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m.
San Francisco Jazz Center. In his rema
referred to Callum, Dashiell, Lucind
Frances Anderson, children of event c
Nicola Miner and Robert Mailer And
and former Secretary of Homeland S
Janet A. Napolitano. He also referred to 
ter Maya Soetoro-Ng, mother-in-law M
Robinson, and brother-in-law Craig M. 
son. 
230-207_Text_.pdf   535 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Nov. 25 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

Remarks at a Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee and
Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Fundraiser in Beverly Hills,

uldn’t
 friend

, play-

n Play-
nds.

s. You
ghter]
trophy
ghter]
 it’s a
s and
s bas-
ho is a
is is all
“What
t I said
career,
y think
credi-
gnosis

n’t just
hat ill-
lars in
moves
entire-
face of
ind of
rs can

e our
lessed
 sports
 build
eople,
eren’t

they’re
 to in-

at I’m
. Also
d bas-
y par-
1308

California
November 25, 2013

The President. Hello, everybody. Well, I am
just thrilled to be back in California, thrilled to
be back in L.A., and thrilled to be with my
great friend, Magic Johnson, and Cookie. We
thank them so much for their hospitality. This
is just an extraordinary place. But more impor-
tantly, they’ve just got an extraordinary spirit,
and to accommodate us for this cause means a
lot to us.

There are a couple other people I want to
acknowledge. First of all, Andre and Lisa and
Elisa, thank you so much for letting us crash
here also. [Laughter]

We’ve got some wonderful Members of
Congress who are here today, and I just want
you all to give them a big round of applause.
Janice Hahn is here. Mark Takano is here.
Scott Peters is here. Linda Sanchez is here.
And Alan Lowenthal is here. And they all do a
great job on behalf of the people of California.

Audience member. I love you.
The President. I love you back. [Laughter]
Now, a couple of things I just want to say

before I start talking issues and politics. On the
ride over, I’ve got a wonderful writer, David
Remnick, who’s following me around right
now. And he actually started as a sports report-
er before he became the editor of the New
Yorker. So not surprisingly, even though he
was supposed to be asking me about Iran, as
we were driving over here, he starts saying, “So
what about Magic?” [Laughter] And “What
does this mean to you?” And I said, first of all,
understand, I was a 76ers fan. [Laughter]

Audience members. No!
The President. No, look, I’m not one of

these people—hold on. I do not go to different
cities and tell them, man, I love the Lakers, I
love the Celtics. [Laughter] I’m not one of
those people who just says what you want to
hear. I was a 76ers fan because Dr. J, when I
was 12, 13, 14 years old, that was my guy. And
so when he went to the 76ers, I became a fan
of his. Now, I became a fan of Magic’s when he

was in college at Michigan State, but I co
just suddenly shift and be a fair-weather
to the Doctor. [Laughter]

So when Magic, in game 6, scores 42
ing center because Kareem was hurt——

Former National Basketball Associatio
er Earvin “Magic” Johnson, Jr. ——rebou

The President. I remember the stat
don’t need to remind me of that. [Lau
And if I didn’t, then down in Magic’s 
room, I promise, it’s all printed out. [Lau

So you watch this career unfold, and
magical career. And the championship
“Showtime,” and for anybody who love
ketball as much as me, there’s nobody w
bigger icon than Magic Johnson. But th
by way of saying, when David asked me, 
does this mean, being with Magic?” wha
is, as much as I admired his basketball 
what I think about Magic, what I actuall
about are two things. One is, when the in
bly difficult circumstances of his HIV dia
comes up, the way he handles that does
empower folks who are dealing with t
ness, doesn’t just help put research dol
there, doesn’t just educate the public, it 
the country and the world to think in an 
ly new way that ends up changing the 
this country and our attitudes with the k
grace and courage that only true leade
display. That’s number one.

And number two, Magic has becom
prime example of somebody who was b
with incredible fame and fortune from a
career and understood his next step is to
institutions and businesses and employ p
and go into communities that folks said w
worth anything and suddenly find that 
worth a whole lot if somebody is willing
vest in them.

And so it’s for those two reasons th
proud to call Magic Johnson a friend
keep in mind, the last time Magic playe
ketball was with me at my 49th birthda
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ty—[laughter]—and I just want to tell you, it
wasn’t pretty. [Laughter] But we all love him,

its own. It happens because, collectively, we
come together and we’re willing to work for it.
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and obviously, this city loves him. And now the
Dodgers love him. [Laughter] And he just con-
tinues to be the Prince of the City.

Now, the reason we’re here tonight, though,
is because this country has gone through some
very difficult times over the last 5 years, as
tough a stretch as we’ve seen in my lifetime: a
great recession that almost tipped into depres-
sion, a financial crisis that led to people losing
homes and jobs and made them less certain
about the future. We’ve gone through two
wars; terrorist attacks. We’ve got concerns
about climate change. We have worries about
whether or not our politics and our country can
work in a way that is up to all these challenges.

But I’m here to tell you I’m optimistic about
the future. And the reason I’m optimistic is,
when you look at American history, some way,
somehow, we always are able to confront our
challenges. Sometimes not right away, some-
times we take a couple steps back before we
move forward, but eventually, we come togeth-
er to reaffirm the ideals that helped build this
country in the first place. The idea that in this
country, it doesn’t matter what you look like,
where you come from, what your last name is,
who you love. If you’re willing to work hard, if
you embrace the values that are at the heart of
the American experience, then you can suc-
ceed. You can make it if you try in this country.

And all of us are invested in making sure
that everybody gets a fair shot. And whether
it’s been the struggle for civil rights or women’s
rights or workers’ rights, whether it’s been us
moving west and moving from an agricultural
society to an industrial society, now an infor-
mation society, we embrace change, and we
don’t shy away from it. And we just keep on go-
ing until eventually we find ourselves on the
other side more prosperous, more peaceful,
more diverse, more fair, more just than we
were before.

And I have no doubt that that’s going to be
true for this generation and for the next gener-
ation because that’s in our DNA. That’s who
we are. But that success, that achievement,
what makes us exceptional, doesn’t happen on

And more than anything, that’s what’s
ed right now: that sense that we’re in t
gether and that each of us can achieve in
ble individual success, but we have som
gations to each other. And most of the
ments that are taking place in Wash
right now have to do with whether or n
are going to continue to vindicate those
and those ideals that built this country.

When I talk about providing early chi
education to every child in America, tha
just an education issue. That is an econo
sue, and it is a moral issue. Are we willing
vest to make sure every child, whethe
kid’s name is Earvin or that kid’s na
Barack or José—it doesn’t matter—wi
child, if they’re willing to work hard, be 
succeed?

When I talk about rebuilding our infr
ture in this country—our roads, our b
our ports, our broadband lines, our 
grid—it’s not just a issue of what’s good 
economy and the fact that it would put 
back to work right now and lay the foun
for future economic growth. It’s also a re
tion that this generation has to invest s
future generations can succeed.

I just came from San Francisco, and 
over the Golden Gate Bridge. That didn
happen. There was a generation that sa
can imagine doing great things togeth
just for ourselves, but for future gener
When I talk about the Affordable Care A
the fighting that we’ve been having to 
not just a matter of dollars and cents an
it’s good for the economy to make sur
people aren’t going to emergency room
cause that’s the most expensive care—an
the only way we’re going to lower healt
costs over the long term is if we start del
health care smarter. It’s also a values qu
Do we want to live in a country as wea
we are, where if somebody gets sick, th
their home, they go bankrupt? They h
weigh, can I go right now to the eme
room, knowing that that may mean I ca
for my child’s school tuition?
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That’s not the country I want to live in. And
that’s not the country that you want to live in,

confident that all of us who have kids or nieces
or nephews, that we’re going to say to our-
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which means that we’ve got to fight for it. And
when we end “don’t ask, don’t tell,” it’s not just
because we won’t have an effective military un-
less we field the very best people regardless of
sexual orientation. It’s also a larger question of
whether or not in this country you can serve
the country you love regardless of who you
love. It’s a values question.

So most of the debates that we’re having
right now on budgets, on whether we’re invest-
ing in research and science, whether we are
going to pass immigration reform so that we
continue to be a land that welcomes strivers
from all around the world and continually re-
plenishing the vibrancy of this country, wheth-
er we’re talking about making sure that our civ-
il rights laws are enforced and making sure that
we’re protecting our planet from the potential
ravages of climate change—these aren’t just
technical questions, they’re values questions. It
has to do with what do we stand for, who are
we as a people, and what are we going to leave
for the next generation.

Because it turns out that, look, there are
some very hard, tough policy questions, but
most of the time, we’ve got good answers. We
know what works. And what’s stopping us is a
failure of our politics and a lack of ambition.
And we shy away from what might be hard.
And our politics all too often encourages peo-
ple to think selfishly or short-term. And that’s
what the debate in Washington is about, and
that’s what the debate in this country generally
is about right now.

Now, what makes me optimistic is every
time we come to these crossroads where we’ve
got to move forward, we eventually do. Some-
times, we try everything else until we do, but
we eventually do. And I have no doubt that
we’re going to do so this time as well. I’m con-
fident we’re going to get immigration reform
passed sooner or later, because it’s the right
thing to do. And I expect it to be soon.

I am confident that we are going to continue
to improve our education system and make
sure that every young person in America can
succeed in this 21st-century economy. I am

selves that we don’t want a planet that
stroyed because we haven’t been willing
crease fuel efficiency standards or 
down on clean energy or invest in the re
necessary to keep carbon out of the 
sphere. I’m absolutely sure we’re go
make sure this country provides affo
health care for every single American. A
have to fight for another 3 years to mak
that happens, I will do so.

And we’re going to make sure that we
an economy that doesn’t just benefit the
the top, but an economy that provides g
and broad-based prosperity. Magic h
come a great businessman, and some 
partners are here, but one thing they all 
stand is that if your customers are doin
then you’ll do well. If workers are gettin
a decent wage with decent benefits an
some sense of security, then that money
back to business.

And there are certain things we can
promote a growth agenda generally, bec
really is true that a rising tide can lift a
boats; it makes it a lot easier to lift all
boats. But it’s also true that we’ve got to
sure we’ve got an economy in which eve
from the boardroom down to the 
floor—the folks in the corner office, b
the folks cleaning the corner office—th
have a chance to make it.

And that’s what we’re fighting for. S
mately, the only way this happens, tho
with the support and faith and effort o
you. Every politician uses sports ana
even if they didn’t play sports. My bas
career ended in high school. [Laugh
probably could have finagled my way 
Division III team, but that was about as 
could have gone. But when I watch Ma
Sasha play sports—and I’ve encouraged
and occasionally coached them—one 
things I tell them is, even if you’re not ta
like Magic Johnson, what sports will tea
is the concept of team, the idea of a gr
individuals molding themselves into a 
230-207_Text_.pdf   538 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Nov. 25

1311

achieve a goal, to pursue something that is im-
portant and that individually we can’t achieve.

ing to be finished; there’s no shot clock on this.
You’ve just got to keep on going. [Laughter]

es per-
 confi-
e rea-
.

. Don’t

 at the
r., and
rks, he
r. and

n, son
d for-
layers

Abdul-
he Of-
er 26.

 of the

and
ls

r best
’re in a
r. And
erican
ountry
 of the
Speak-
 to see

 great
had an
e peo-
s jobs,

 public
ichael

 Israel
ant to
re do-

as just
r and
And part of what made Magic Johnson one
of the greatest of all time—there were folks
who scored more than he did, and there were
folks who were faster than he was, but nobody
played a team game better than he did. And
that’s, more than anything, what we need right
now in this country, is a sense that we are in
this together and we are pursuing this thing,
this objective: an America that is more pros-
perous and more peaceful and is growing to-
gether. That’s what we’re fighting for. And
that’s not a Democratic thing or a Republican
thing, that’s an American thing.

But I am very proud of the fact that those
values are at the heart of the Democratic Party
and all the Democrats who are here as Con-
gress—as Members of Congress. And so when
you support them, you are part of the team.

We’re going to need you, because this is go-
ing to be a big fight. And it’s not one that’s go-

And it requires endurance, and it requir
sistence. But at the end of the day, I’m
dent we’re going to be victorious. And th
son I’m confident is because of all of you

So thank you for your support tonight
let up. God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:47 p.m.
residence of Earvin “Magic” Johnson, J
Earlitha “Cookie” Johnson. In his rema
referred to Elisa Johnson, daughter of M
Mrs. Johnson; Andre and Lisa Johnso
and daughter-in-law of Mr. Johnson; an
mer National Basketball Association p
Julius W. “Dr. J” Erving II and Kareem 
Jabbar. The transcript was released by t
fice of the Press Secretary on Novemb
Audio was not available for verification
content of these remarks.

Remarks at a Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 
Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Fundraiser in Beverly Hil
November 25, 2013

Thank you. All right, everybody. Have a
seat. That’s enough, that’s enough. [Laughter]

Now, let me clarify something. First of all,
there was valet parking—[laughter]—for Cher-
yl. We thought it was appropriate for Haim to
get some exercise. [Laughter] Cheryl, being the
wonderful person that she is, declined the valet
parking, and so she might have joined him. But
I would have been happy to have her drive
right up into the South Lawn. [Laughter]

We are so grateful for Haim and Cheryl, not
just for this event, but for the extraordinary
friendship and their persistent advocacy on be-
half of so many issues that we all care about.
And not only to Cheryl and Haim, but Tifany
and Heidi and Ness and Tanya, and Cheryl’s
parents and her aunt who are here, we want to
say thank you for your generosity and thank
you for your friendship. We are thankful.

Now, I understand Harry Reid was here,
but Harry left. But I’ll tell you what, although

Harry may not win sort of any contest fo
sound bite on CNN—[laughter]—if you
fight, you want Harry Reid in your corne
nobody has fought harder for the Am
people and for working families in this c
than Harry, with the possible exception
person who has been one of the finest 
ers that we’ve ever had and who I intend
Speaker once again, Nancy Pelosi.

Harry and Nancy could not do the
work that they were doing unless they 
incredible team around them. Two of th
ple who have, let’s face it, fairly thankles
but also happen to be some of the finest
servants that we have in the country: M
Bennet, the head of the DSCC; Steve
leading the charge at the DCCC. We w
thank them for the great work that they a
ing.

And one of my favorite people who h
been an incredible source of laughte
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support for many years, including when I was
in the Senate, your own Senator Barbara Boxer

health care that you need. And I think it’s fair
to say I’m not happy about the fact that we
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is here. Three outstanding Members of Con-
gress—four, five—five outstanding Members
of Congress here. Karen Bass is here—where
is Karen? Judy Chu is here. Anna Eshoo is
here. Brad Sherman is here. And Adam Schiff
is here. And of course, you are all here. So I
want to thank you for your support.

Now, I have been working on behalf of
Steve Israel and Michael Bennet for quite
some time now—[laughter]—including today.
So rather than give a stock speech, what I want
to do is spend most of our time in a conversa-
tion. And this is a small enough group that I’ll
have a chance to answer some questions and
take some comments. But let me just say two
things, one about domestic policy, one about
foreign policy.

Over the last 5 years, thanks to the leader-
ship of Nancy and Harry and legislators who
are here, we have accomplished as much, if not
more, than any time in our history: saving an
economy from a Great Depression; revitalizing
an auto industry that is producing better cars
and has come roaring back like nobody be-
lieved; doubling our exports; drastically reduc-
ing our dependence on foreign oil; doubling
fuel efficiency standards; doubling our produc-
tion of clean energy; reducing the pace of our
carbon emissions; ending the war in Iraq;
about to end the war in Afghanistan; recenter-
ing our fight against terrorism in a way that re-
spects our values and our ideals; expanding ac-
cess to college for children all across this coun-
try; ending “don’t ask, don’t tell,” making sure
that we are vindicating the notion that every-
body should have a fair shot regardless of their
sexual orientation, as well as their race and
their gender; pushing for equal pay for women;
reinstituting research for stem cells. Across the
board, we’ve made changes that will be lasting,
some of which aren’t noticed, don’t get a lot of
headlines, but make a meaningful difference in
people’s lives every single day.

But I will tell you, of all those things, I am as
proud as I’ve ever been by the work we did to
make sure that in this country, if you get sick
you don’t go bankrupt and that you can get the

didn’t have a website that worked on the
was supposed to work. Although, it’s a
starting to work pretty well now, and it’s
to be working even better in the coming 
Here in California, though, you’re seein
spite all the glitches, thousands of people
day who are signing up, getting health c
some cases for the very first time.

And the difference it makes in their 
immeasurable. And the reason I wan
make that point is that so much of what
is measured through the prism of politic
on any given day, the notion is that who
and who is down and what’s on cable tel
should drive and determine our sense of
tion and sometimes even our sense of 
right and what’s wrong. But when you 
family who tells you that their kid is alive
because they got an early diagnosis b
they could finally go to a doctor wher
couldn’t before, I don’t need a poll to t
that’s the right thing to do. I don’t need a
line to tell me that that vindicates a core
that I believe in and that we, as Ame
should believe in. That’s a fight worth fi
I’m proud that we fought it, and we’re g
keep on fighting it.

And on foreign policy, obviously, the
lines of late have been about Iran. And 
say that when I came into office, there w
of bluster about Iran, but what was need
a plan, because the fact of the matter 
Iran was moving rapidly in building its n
capacity. And so, with the help of Memb
Congress, including the Members wh
here today, we constructed the toughest
sanctions ever. And we organized labo
over the course of 2 years around the wo
operation not just from allies, but also in
cases from folks who were very reluctant
ply sanctions, Russia and China. And we
lized international unity around sayin
had to meet its international responsibili

And as a consequence of the stren
those sanctions and the painstaking dipl
that we engaged in, Iran ultimately came
table and said, we are prepared in a s
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way to negotiate around our nuclear pro-
gram—for the first time in over a decade.

I make those two points simply to say this.
We are at an event here because we under-
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And as a consequence of the agreement that
John Kerry, who is doing a great job as Secre-
tary of State, was able to construct, we’ve seen
the first halt in the Iranian nuclear program in
a decade; the reduction to zero of the 20-per-
cent enriched uranium that was the biggest
threat to immediate breakout capacity; unprec-
edented inspections—in some cases, daily in-
spections—into what they’re doing through-
out the country with their nuclear program;
and the prospect that we may be able through
peaceful, diplomatic means remove this cloud
that has hovered over the Middle East and had
the potential, and continues to have the poten-
tial, of triggering a nuclear arms race in the
most volatile region of the world.

Now, that’s the right thing to do. That’s
good for the United States. It’s good for our al-
lies. It’s good for Israel. Because I’ve said, and
I will repeat, that I don’t take any options off
the table as Commander in Chief when it
comes to the security of the United States or
our allies. And I’ve also said we cannot accept
Iran having a nuclear weapon. But I spend too
much time at Walter Reed looking at kids, 22,
23, 24, 25 years old, who’ve paid the kind of
price that very few of us in this room can imag-
ine on behalf of our freedom, not to say I’m go-
ing to do every single thing that I can to try to
resolve these issues without resorting to mili-
tary conflict.

And that’s what you should expect from me
as President of the United States. That’s what
the times demand. This is not politics; these
are not games. And the stakes are extraordi-
narily high. And we make decisions like the
one we made—we don’t make them based on
political expedience; we don’t make them on
the basis of what might make a good headline
today or tomorrow. But we make them on the
basis of our judgment—my judgment—about
what we need to do to keep America safe. It is
the single most solemn responsibility I have as
President of the United States.

stand that part of our democracy—part 
amazing experiment we’re engaged 
we’ve got to run around and we’ve got t
money and we’ve got to make speech
we’ve got to go to rallies and we’ve got
folks fired up and we’ve got to engage 
process. And that’s a good thing. Th
healthy thing. That’s what our democ
about. But I also want everybody to rem
the stakes involved in these things: that
and that kid who’s sick, the people w
need to protect, the troops and their fa
back home.

Ultimately, this translates into real-lif
sequences. And I say that so that all of yo
ognize you are involved in a very importa
terprise, one that is passed on from gene
to generation, where we have an obliga
do the same thing that our parents an
grandparents and our great-grandparen
which is to chip away at what sometime
like intractable problems, but because 
persistence and that effort and that serio
of purpose and a willingness to stay true
values, no matter how tough the prob
we usually come out better on the othe
And I expect no less of this generation.

But sometimes it’s bumpy, and som
it’s hard, and sometimes there are se
And that’s okay because it’s worth it. 
hope that’s why you’re here today, bec
know that I can’t do it without all of you.

All right. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:16 p.m.
residence of Haim and Cheryl L. Saban.
remarks, he referred to Tifany Lenha
Heidi N. Lenhart, daughters of Mrs. 
and Ness Saban, son, and Tanya Saban, d
ter, of Mr. and Mrs. Saban. The transcri
released by the Office of the Press Sec
on November 26. Audio was not availa
verification of the content of these rema
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Remarks at the Headquarters of DreamWorks Animation SKG, Inc., in
Glendale, California
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November 26, 2013

The President. Hello, everybody! Oh, it is
good to be in L.A.! It is colder in DC at the
moment, colder in Chicago, and 70-degree
weather is something to be thankful for.

And it is great to be at DreamWorks Anima-
tion. I would like to work here. [Laughter] I
have asked Jeffrey. The only concern I had
was, the lights were kind of dim in the offices,
and—[laughter]—I’m pretty sure I’d fall
asleep. But there’s a natural connection be-
tween me and DreamWorks. I don’t know if
you know this, but my ears were one of the in-
spirations for “Shrek.” [Laughter] That’s true.
True story.

Mellody was being very modest when she
said she had a front-row seat. Mellody was one
of my earliest supporters back when nobody
could pronounce my name. And her and John
Rogers at Ariel Capital helped to cochair some
of my first fundraisers. And they’d have to drag
some straggly group in, kicking and screaming,
and write a check and listen to this young Sen-
ator who had a lot of ideas, but not necessarily
any realistic prospects to win. And she went
through a lot of ups and downs with me and
my career and is just a great, great friend. So I
want to thank her publicly for all the support
that she’s given us.

We’ve got some folks here who are fighting
for the people of South—Southern California
every single day, and I just want to acknowl-
edge them. We’ve got the mayor of Glendale,
Dave Weaver. We’ve got three of your out-
standing Members of Congress: Brad Sher-
man, Adam Schiff, Karen Bass. They are all do-
ing a great job. 

I want to thank all of you for being here.
And I want to thank your CEO, Jeffrey Katzen-
berg, for inviting me. Jeffrey, like Mellody, has
been a friend and a supporter through thick
and thin. And I think his place in the entertain-
ment industry is legendary; I don’t need to puff
him up too much. [Laughter] He has a healthy
sense of self. [Laughter] But he is a great
friend and somebody whose counsel and ad-

vice I value. And I’m incredibly gratefu
here at this wonderful institution th
helped to build. 

And I’ve come here today because 
one of America’s economic engines. N
DreamWorks, but this whole cluster of c
nies that generations have grown up kn
Disney and Warner and Universal and 
When you think about it, what financ
New York, what the auto industry is 
Midwest, what technology is to Norther
fornia, entertainment is to this part 
country. 

And most of us have spent a lot o
thinking about our favorite movies 
shows, but we don’t often think about t
tire infrastructure and industry behin
scenes. Hundreds of thousands of middl
jobs—they’re not always on the marq
jobs for electricians and carpenters and
mixers and makeup artists and designe
animators depend on this incredible in
here in Southern California. 

Entertainment is one of America’s b
exports. And every day, you sell a p
that’s made in America to the rest of the
Every time somebody buys movie tick
DVDs or distribution rights to a film, so
that money goes back to the local ec
right here.

And believe it or not, entertainment 
of our American diplomacy. It’s part o
makes us exceptional, part of what ma
such a world power. You can go anywh
the planet, and you’ll see a kid wearing a
agascar” T-shirt. [Laughter] You can say
the Force be with you”—they know
you’re talking about. [Laughter]

Hundreds of millions of people may
set foot in the United States, but thanks 
they’ve experienced a small part of what
our country special. They’ve learned 
thing about our values. We have sha
world culture through you. 
230-207_Text_.pdf   542 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Nov. 26

1315

And the stories that we tell transmit values
and ideals about tolerance and diversity and

Entertainment is one of the bright spots of
our economy. The gap between what we can
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overcoming adversity and creativity that are
part of our DNA. And as a consequence of
what you’ve done, you helped shape the world
culture in a way that has made the world bet-
ter. 

They might not know the Gettysburg Ad-
dress, but if they’re watching some old movie,
maybe “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner” or
“The Mary Tyler Moore Show” or “Will or
Grace”—“Will and Grace” and “Modern Fami-
ly,” they’ve had a front-row seat to our march
towards progress, even if their own nations ha-
ven’t made that progress yet. And young peo-
ple in countries all around the world suddenly
make a connection and have an affinity to peo-
ple who don’t look like them and maybe origi-
nally they might have been fearful of, and now
suddenly, they say, “Oh, this person is like me,”
which is one of the powers of art, but that’s
what you transmit.

And that is a remarkable legacy. Now, it’s al-
so a big responsibility. When it comes to issues
like gun violence, we’ve got to make sure that
we’re not glorifying it, because the stories you
tell shape our children’s outlook and their
lives. Earlier this year, leaders from this town
sat down with Vice President Biden to talk
about what Hollywood could do to help keep
our kids safe. This was in the wake of Sandy
Hook. And those conversations need to contin-
ue. The stories we tell matter. And you tell sto-
ries more powerfully than anybody else on the
Earth.

But I want to make clear, even as we think
long and hard about the messages we send, we
should never waver from our commitment to
the freedom that allows us to tell those stories
so well. Protecting our First Amendment
rights are vital to who we are. And it’s also
good business, because in the global race for
jobs and industries, the thing we do better than
anybody else is creativity. That’s something
that can’t be copied. It’s one of the reasons
why even with new markets and new technolo-
gies, there’s still no better place to make mov-
ies and television and music than right here in
the United States.

do and what other countries can do is
mous.

Audience member. Woo!
The President. Yes, that’s worth ch

for. [Applause] Yes. And that means that
got to do what it takes to make sure that 
dustry, and every great American in
keeps that competitive edge so that mor
can find career paths like many of you
and get good middle class jobs that allo
to support a family and get ahead.

Nothing is more important than tha
now. And as Mellody mentioned, when 
into office, we were going through a seve
sis. Five years later, America has largely 
our way back. We’ve made the tough c
required not just to help the economy re
but to rebuild it on a new foundation for
ger, more durable economic growth.

We refocused on manufacturing an
ports, and today, our businesses sell
goods and services made in this country
rest of the world than ever before. Our 
facturers are adding jobs for the first tim
the 1990s, led by an American auto in
that’s come roaring back. American cars 
ally good now. [Laughter]

We decided to reverse our dependen
foreign oil. So today, we generate more r
able energy than ever—doubled our r
able energy—more natural gas than an
For the first time in nearly 20 years, A
now produces more of our own oil than w
from other countries. [Applause] It’s
news.

When I took office, America invest
less than countries like China did in w
infrastructure, and we’ve now narrowe
gap, and we have helped companies u
jobs and innovation and become a bo
app economy that’s created hundreds o
sands of jobs. Six years ago, only 5 perc
the world’s smartphones ran on Americ
erating systems. Today, more than 80 p
do.

And yes, we decided to fix a broken 
care system. And it’s interesting—I was 
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to some of the studio execs here, and I said, look,
the rollout of the new health care marketplace

and family and neighbors who aren’t as lucky.
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was rough and nobody was more frustrated
about the problems with our website than I am.
And yet, here in Southern California and here
across this State, there are thousands of people
every single day who are getting health care for
the first time—for the first time—because of
this. And by the way, the website is continually
working better, so check it out. [Laughter]

But as a country, we’re now poised to gain
health coverage for millions of Americans,
starting on January 1, and that includes more
than 350,000 here in California who have al-
ready signed up. And thanks in part to the Af-
fordable Care Act, health care costs are grow-
ing at the slowest rate in 50 years. Employer-
based health care costs are growing at about
one-third the rate of a decade ago. And that
means that if the studios here or your employ-
ers aren’t having to spend as much on health
care, that they can hire more folks and reinvest
more in the business and come up with those
cool technologies that—I don’t exactly under-
stand how they work, but—[laughter]—were
really neat to look at. [Laughter]

And by the way, we’ve done all this while
bringing down our deficits. After years of tril-
lion-dollar deficits, we reined in spending. You
would think sometimes listening to folks in
Washington that we haven’t made any progress
on that front. We wound down two wars. We
changed a Tax Code that was too skewed to-
wards the wealthiest Americans at the expense
of the middle class. You add it all up, we’ve cut
our deficits by more than half, and they contin-
ue to go down faster than any time since World
War II.

So all told, our businesses created 7.8 mil-
lion new jobs over the past 44 months. America
has gone farther, recovered faster than most
other industrialized nations. But as Mellody
said, we’ve got more work to do. The stock
market is doing great, corporate profits soar-
ing, but too many Americans aren’t sharing in
that success. And everybody here who works at
DreamWorks—a really good place to work.
I’m going to ask Jeff if maybe I can work here
after—[applause]. But all of you have friends

are struggling out there. And my top pri
making sure that this country remains a
try where everybody who is willing to
hard can get ahead.

And we’d be a lot further along w
some of the dysfunction and obstruction
seen in Washington. We would be a lot f
along if we could just get folks to act with
sense—[laughter]—if we didn’t have on
of one party that was a little less obsesse
repealing health care for 40 million p
more concerned with making sure th
works. If they hadn’t spent 40 votes try
repeal the Affordable Care Act, they 
have actually taken some votes on reb
our infrastructure or instituting early 
hood education for young people acro
country or investing more money in ba
search that helps to create the amazing
nologies that many of you utilize. Any of 
rious proposals I’ve put forward that wo
creating jobs right now, they could hav
taking votes on that.

Instead of rooting for failure or refi
old battles, Republicans in Congress n
work with us to improve those things abo
Affordable Care Act that aren’t working 
as they should and implement polic
strengthen the middle class and create jo

I—a couple of weeks ago, House Re
can leaders handed out a piece of pa
their members, and on the top it said, “A
2014.” I’m not making this up. Below 
was blank. [Laughter] No, it was a blank
of paper: nothing to create jobs or gro
economy or strengthen the middle class.

And I’ve put forward my plans to crea
jobs and even the odds for the middle
And I’ve put forward plans that gives som
publicans some of the things that they w
exchange for ideas that will create goo
right now. And so far, they won’t co
them.

Some people have heard me say my
top five movies—“The Godfather,” I a
have to be on it. But it turns out, Marlon
do had it easy, because when it comes t
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gress, there’s no such thing as an “offer they
can’t refuse.” [Laughter] I mean, I just keep on

cause it’s always been this magnet of dreamers
and strivers and people coming from every di-
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coming back. [Laughter] I’m going to keep on
trying though. [Laughter] I am, because we’ve
got no choice.

The American people agree with us that
jobs, growing the economy should be our num-
ber-one priority. And we’ve got to make some
investments to make that happen. And we’ve
got to give a better bargain to the middle class
and everybody who is working to join the mid-
dle class. And that means building on those
cornerstones of what makes for a strong mid-
dle class: good jobs, a good education, a home
of your own, health care when you get sick, a
secure retirement even if you’re not rich. So
we can help manufacturers bring more jobs
back to America by investing in American
clean energy technology and putting people to
work building roads and bridges and schools
and high-speed broadband networks that at-
tract businesses from around the world.

We can prepare our children and our work-
ers for the global competition that they’ll face:
expanding high-quality preschool education,
redesigning our high schools, investing in com-
munity colleges and job training, and tackling
rising college costs so that young people can af-
ford it. We can help responsible homeowners
afford a mortgage or refinancing at today’s low
rates, help build a rock-solid housing system
for decades to come, instead of boom and bust.

We can bring the promise of a secure retire-
ment back to reach for middle class families,
finding new ways to make it easier for workers
to save and strengthening Social Security and
getting immigration reform done so that un-
documented workers are paying their full
share of taxes, but they’re not living in the
shadows, and we’re attracting the best and the
brightest from all around the world.

As I was getting a tour of DreamWorks, I
didn’t ask, but just looking at faces, I could tell,
there were some folks who are here not be-
cause they were born here, but because they
want to be here and they bring extraordinary
talents to the United States. And that’s part of
what makes America special. And that’s part of
what, by the way, makes California special, be-

rection saying to themselves, you kno
work hard there, I can have my piece 
American Dream.

We’re going to continue to make pr
on all those fronts. And yes, we are go
continue to implement the health car
The product is good. People want it. A
should not live in a country where peop
going bankrupt just because they get sic
anybody who is going to keep on p
against that, they will meet my resistan
cause I am willing to fix any problem
there are, but I’m not going to abandon 
to make sure that they’ve got health ins
in this country. That is not something we
ing to do. And the good news is, as I said
sands of Californians are already signing

I read a really powerful story over the
end—I just want to mention—about uni
folks in Kentucky who are signing up in 
in one of the poorest counties in the co
Some of them can’t imagine what 
health insurance would be like. And yo
these stories, and you realize how impo
is for folks in Kentucky—a State, by th
that did not vote for me—[laughter]—
Kentucky can do it, than every State sho
able to do it.

We should be able to expand Medic
across the country. There are millions o
ple who, right now, even under the law
not get health care that they deserve b
their Governors have refused to do it j
political reasons, expanding Medicaid. 
nately, California obviously is not one of
But this is a fight that we’re going to
fighting, because it’s worth fighting. And
what Mellody referred to.

It’s true. I’m not an ideological gu
there are some things I really believe i
part of what I believe in is that the esse
this country, what makes this place spe
this idea that Hollywood has glorified an
up—but I actually think it’s true—tha
more than anyplace else, no matter wh
look like, where you come from, what yo
name is, who you love, you should be a
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make it if you’re willing to work hard. That’s
what I believe.

lieve that Jeffrey’s kids should be able to aspire
to whatever they can dream of, but I also want
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And there’s certain values that make that a
reality. I have my critics, obviously, but since
were here in Hollywood, I want to think about
something that the late, great Chicago film
critic, Robert [Roger]* Ebert said—and I was
fortunate to get to know Roger Ebert and was
always inspired by how he handled some really
tough stuff. “Kindness,” he wrote, “covers all of
my political beliefs.” Kindness covers all of my
political beliefs. 

And when I think about what I’m fighting
for, what gets me up every single day, that cap-
tures it as much—just about as much as any-
thing. Kindness, empathy, that sense that I
have a stake in your success; that I’m going to
make sure, just because Malia and Sasha are
doing well, that’s not enough, I want your kids
to do well also. And I’m willing to help to build
good schools so that they get a great education,
even if mine are already getting a great educa-
tion. 

And I’m going to invest in infrastructure and
building things like the Golden Gate Bridge and
the Hoover Dam and the Internet—[laughter].

[At this point, the President winked at the au-
dience.]

Because I’m investing for the next genera-
tion, not just this one. And that’s what binds us
together, and that’s how we’ve always moved
forward, based on the idea that we have a stake
in each other’s success. And that’s what drives
me. And that’s what will continue to drive me.

I believe that our—every kid should have
opportunity. I believe our daughters should
have the same opportunities as our sons. I be-

to make sure that the person who’s clean
Jeffrey’s office, that their kid has that
possibility. 

And we may have different ideas and 
ent policies on how to do things, bu
shouldn’t—it shouldn’t negate that tha
vision is what we’re fighting for, and we 
be able to sit down together and to
dreaming and keep working and to mak
that the American Dream that’s bee
scribed here in Southern California 
tained for generations to come.

And what’s stopping us is not policy d
it’s not technical issues. It’s to summ
courage to put politics aside once in a
and remember that we’ve got more in co
than our politics would suggest. And as l
I’ve got the privilege of serving as your
dent, that’s what I’m going to keep on m
sure that I do: to put politics aside onc
while and work on your behalf. 

So thank you, DreamWorks, for wh
do. Thank you, Jeffrey, for your hosp
God bless you. God bless America. Can
to see your next movie. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:50 p
his remarks, he referred to Mellody H
chairman of the board of directors, D
Works Animation SKG, Inc., who intro
the President; John W. Rogers, Jr., cha
chief executive officer, and chief inve
officer, Ariel Investments, LLC; and 
and Laura Katzenberg, children of Jeffre
zenberg, chief executive office, cofounde
director, DreamWorks Animation.

Statement on the Death of Theodore J. Jemison
November 26, 2013

Michelle and I were saddened to hear about
the passing of Reverend T.J. Jemison. With vi-
sionary spirit and charisma, he led the coun-
try’s first boycott of segregated seating on pub-

lic buses 60 years ago, and he went on t
eradicate legal segregation and improve
rights laws for disenfranchised American
founding member of the Southern Ch

 * White House correction.
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Leadership Conference and former president
of the National Baptist Convention, he in-

remember the legacy of trailblazers like T.J.
Jemison and commit ourselves to carrying that
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spired Americans across our country with the
courage of his convictions and the depth of his
faith.

As we mark the 50th anniversary of the
March on Washington for Jobs and Justice, we

legacy forward in the years to come. O
tion is a better place because of Re
Jemison’s struggle and sacrifice, an
thoughts and prayers are with his 
friends, and loved ones.

Remarks at the Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation Ceremony
November 27, 2013

Good afternoon, everybody, and happy
Thanksgiving.

The office of the Presidency, the most pow-
erful position in the world, brings with it many
awesome and solemn responsibilities. This is
not one of them. [Laughter] But though—the
White House turkey pardon is a great tradi-
tion. And I know Malia loves it, as does Sasha.

Generally speaking, Thanksgiving is a bad
day to be a turkey. Especially at a house with
two dogs. So I salute our two guests of honor,
Caramel and Popcorn, for their bravery. They
came all the way from outside Badger, Minne-
sota, to be with us. They, like my Chief of Staff,
are Vikings fans. I’m not sure that they know
that——

[At this point, the turkeys gobbled.]

Uh-oh. [Laughter] Yes. See? I’m not sure
they know that my Bears are heading to Min-
nesota on Sunday, but in the spirit of Thanks-
giving, I’m going to give them a break. [Laugh-
ter]

We are also excited to have students from
Badger High School here. Where they are—
where are you guys? [Applause] There they
are, right there. And finally, let me say thank
you to John Burkel, chairman of the National
Turkey Federation. Give him a big round of
applause.

Now, 80 turkeys on John’s farm competed
for the chance to make it to the White House
and stay off the Thanksgiving table. It was,
quite literally, the “Hunger Games.” [Laugh-
ter] And then, after weeks of vocal practice and
prepping for the cameras, the two tributes,

Caramel and Popcorn, went head to he
gether for America’s vote as top gobbler

The competition was stiff, but we ca
cially declare that Popcorn is the winner
ing—[applause]. There you go. Provin
even a turkey with a funny name can 
place in politics. [Laughter] As for Ca
he’s sticking around, and he’s already bu
ing money for his next campaign. [Lau
Yes.

On a more serious note, later toda
chelle, Malia, Sasha, and I will bring a 
less fortunate turkeys to a great organ
that works to help out our neighbors h
DC who need it most. And I want to
Jaindl’s Turkey Farm in Orefield, Pen
nia, for donating those dressed birds f
fifth year in a row. This is a reminder th
is a season to not only be thankful for 
credible blessings that we have, but also
member the neediest and generously
those who are not as fortunate.

This is a quintessentially American h
and during this time, we give thanks 
friends and our family, for citizens who
compassion to those in need, and for nei
who help strangers they’ve never met. W
thanks for the blessings of freedom and 
tunity that previous generations work
hard to secure for. And we give thanks 
service and sacrifice of our brave me
women in uniform who serve our 
around the world. For those of you w
watching, you keep us safe, you ma
proud, and you remind us of our own 
tions to build on the work of our predec
and leave something better for our own 
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So, on behalf of the Obama family, I want to
wish everybody a very happy Thanksgiving. To-

from cranberry sauce and stuffing. We wish
you well. And we’re going to give Caramel a
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morrow, as we gather with our own friends and
family, we’ll count ourselves lucky that there’s
more to be thankful for than we can ever say
and more to be hopeful for than we can ever
imagine.

And now, before these turkeys get away:
With the power vested in me, I want to grant
Popcorn a full reprieve. Come on. [Laughter] I
want to—Popcorn, you have a full reprieve

break as well.
All right? So—[laughter]. Congratul

everybody. All right. Happy Thanksgivi
erybody. See you, Popcorn. Give them
round of applause. All right, get out of th
[Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m.
North Portico at the White House. 

Statement on the Observance of Hanukkah
November 27, 2013

Michelle and I send warm wishes to all
those celebrating Hanukkah.

For the first time since the late 1800s—and
for the last time until some 70,000 years from
now—the first day of Hanukkah falls on
Thanksgiving. It’s an event so rare some have
even coined it “Thanksgivukkah.” As we gather
with loved ones around the turkey, the meno-
rah, or both, we celebrate some fortunate tim-
ing and give thanks for miracles both great and
small.

Like the Pilgrims, the Maccabees at the cen-
ter of the Hanukkah story made tremendous
sacrifices so they could practice their religion
in peace. In the face of seemingly insurmount-
able odds, they reclaimed their historic home-

land. But the true miracle of Hanukka
what came after those victories almost
years ago: The Jewish Temple was cl
and consecrated, and the oil that was suf
for only 1 day lasted for 8. As the first H
kah candle is lit, we are reminded that o
is not only to secure the blessing of fre
but to make the most of that blessing on
secure.

In that spirit, Michelle and I look forw
joining members of the Jewish commu
America, in the State of Israel, and arou
world as we work together to build a 
that is bright and full of hope. From my
to yours, Chag sameach.

The President’s Weekly Address
November 28, 2013

Hi, everybody. On behalf of all the Obamas,
Michelle, Malia, Sasha, Bo, and the newest
member of our family, Sunny, I want to wish
you a happy and healthy Thanksgiving. We’ll
be spending today just like many of you, sitting
down with family and friends to eat some good
food, tell some stories, and watch a little foot-
ball, and most importantly, count our bless-
ings.

And as Americans, we have so much to be
thankful for. We give thanks for the men and
women who set sail for this land nearly four
centuries ago, risking everything for the

chance at a better life, and the peopl
were already here, our Native American
ers and sisters, for their generosity durin
first Thanksgiving. We give thanks for th
erations who followed, people of all rac
religions, who arrived here from every c
on Earth and worked to build something
for themselves and for us.

We give thanks for all our men and w
in uniform and for their families, who ar
ly missing them very much today. We’re
ful for their sacrifice too.
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We give thanks for the freedoms they de-
fend: the freedom to think what we want and

through no fault of their own, Americans who
have been trapped in poverty and just need

whose
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say what we think; to worship according to our
own beliefs; to choose our leaders and, yes,
criticize them without punishment. People
around the world are fighting and even dying
for their chance at these freedoms. We stand
with them in that struggle, and we give thanks
for being free.

And we give thanks to everyone who’s doing
their part to make the United States a better,
more compassionate nation, who spend their
Thanksgiving volunteering at a soup kitchen or
joining a service project or bringing food and
cheer to a lonely neighbor. That big-hearted
generosity is a central part of our American
character. We believe in lending a hand to
folks who need it. We believe in pitching in to
solve problems even if they aren’t our prob-
lems. And that’s not a 1-day-a-year belief, it’s
part of the fabric of our Nation.

And we remember that many Americans
need that helping hand right now: Americans
who’ve lost their jobs and can’t get a new one

that helping hand to climb out, citizens 
prayers and hopes move us to act.

We’re a people who are greater to
than we are on our own. And that’s wha
is about. That’s what every day shou
about. No matter what our differences
all part of one American family. We’r
other’s keepers. We are one Nation 
God. That core tenet of our American 
ence has guided us from the earliest d
our founding, and it will guide us to a 
that’s even brighter than today.

Thank you, God bless you, and fro
family to yours, happy Thanksgiving.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 3:20 p.m. on November 27 in th
Room at the White House for broadc
November 28. The transcript was made
able by the Office of the Press Secret
November 27, but was embargoed for r
until 6 a.m. on November 28.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Implementation Plan for the W
of-Government Vision Prescribed in the 2010 National Security Strateg
November 29, 2013

Dear __________:

In my National Security Strategy of 2010, I
addressed how the United States would
strengthen its global leadership position; end
the war in Iraq; disrupt, dismantle, and defeat
al-Qa’ida; and achieve economic recovery at
home and abroad. The Strategy recognized
that we faced a world in transition; that we
needed to reposition the United States to
shape that transition effectively to meet our in-
terests, and that, to be effective, a whole-of-
government approach was necessary. The Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act of 2012, sec-
tion 1072, reinforced the importance of whole-
of-government integration in this effort. In ac-
cordance with section 1072, I provided an im-
plementation plan in September 2012 detailing

our work to date to advance the whole-o
ernment effort.

I am writing to inform you of my in
release a new National Security Strat
early 2014. The new Strategy will upda
vision I provided in 2010 and describe m
ministration’s national security prioriti
the remainder of my term. Accordingly, 
submit a broader update on the whole-o
ernment implementation plan in the sp
reflect this new Strategy.

Sincerely,

BARACK OB

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Barb
Mikulski, chairman, and Richard C. S
ranking member, Senate Committee o
propriations; Carl M. Levin, chairman
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James M. Inhofe, ranking member, Senate
Committee on Armed Services; Patricia L.

on, chairman, and Adam Smith, ranking mem-
ber, House Committee on Armed Services;
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Murray, chairman, and Jefferson B. Sessions
III, ranking member, Senate Committee on
the Budget; Robert Menendez, chairman, and
Robert P. Corker, Jr., ranking member, Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations; Thomas R.
Carper, chairman, and Thomas A. Coburn,
ranking member, Senate Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs; Dianne Feinstein, chairman, and C. Sax-
by Chambliss, vice chairman, Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence; Patrick J. Leahy,
chairman, and Charles E. Grassley, ranking
member, Senate Committee on the Judiciary;
Harold D. Rogers, chairman, and Nita M.
Lowey, ranking member, House Committee
on Appropriations; Howard P. “Buck” McKe-

Paul D. Ryan, chairman, and Christoph
Hollen, Jr., ranking member, House Co
tee on the Budget; Edward R. Royce,
man, and Eliot L. Engel, ranking me
House Committee on Foreign Affairs; M
T. McCaul, chairman, and Bennie G. T
son, ranking member, House Commit
Homeland Security; Michael J. Rogers,
man, and Charles A. “Dutch” Ruppersb
ranking member, House Permanent 
Committee on Intelligence; Robert W. 
latte, chairman, and John J. Conyers, Jr.
ing member, House Committee on the
ciary; and Darrell E. Issa, chairman, and
E. Cummings, ranking member, House
mittee on Oversight and Government Re

Remarks on World AIDS Day
December 2, 2013

Thank you, everybody. Everybody, please
have a seat. Well, thank you, Grant, for your
outstanding leadership of the Office of Nation-
al AIDS Policy. And thanks to all of you for be-
ing here. This is a pretty distinguished crowd, I
have to say, and it is wonderful to be here.

I should say, actually, welcome back, be-
cause many of you have joined us before as
we’ve marked new milestones in our fight
against HIV and AIDS. And I’m honored that
you could join us in commemorating World
AIDS Day, which was yesterday. And this is a
time for remembering the friends and loved
ones that we’ve lost, celebrating the extraordi-
nary progress—thanks to some people in this
room—that we’ve been able to make, and most
importantly, recommitting ourselves to the
mission that we share, which is achieving an
AIDS-free generation.

I especially want to welcome ministers from
our partner countries; members of my admin-
istration, including Secretary Sebelius, Secre-
tary John Kerry; Congresswoman Barbara Lee;
Mark Dybul from the Global Fund To Fight
AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria. And we’ve
also got here Francis Collins from the National
Institutes of Health; Michel Sidibé from UN-

AIDS; Deborah von Zinkernagel, who’s
ing on the great work of Eric Goosby 
Acting Global AIDS Coordinator; an
many friends from the philanthropic wo
cluding Bill Gates. So thank you all for 
us here today.

Every year, this is a moment to refl
how far we’ve come since the early days
AIDS epidemic. And those of you who
through it remember all too well the fe
the stigma and how hard people with H
to fight to be seen or heard or to be t
with basic compassion. And you rem
how little we knew about how to prevent
or how to treat it. What we did know w
devastation that it inflicted, striking do
brant men and women in the prime o
lives and spreading from city to city and
try to country seemingly overnight.

Today, that picture is transformed. T
to the courage and love of so many of 
this room and around the world, awaren
soared, research has surged. Prevention
ment, and care are now saving millions o
not only in the world’s richest countries,
some of the world’s poorest countries a
And for many, with testing and access 
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right treatment, the disease that was once a
death sentence now comes with a good chance

So we’re making progress. But we’re all here
today because we know how much work re-
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at a healthy and productive life. And that’s an
extraordinary achievement.

As President, I’ve told you that in this fight,
you’ll have a partner in me. And I said that if
the United States wanted to be the global lead-
er in combating this disease, then we needed
to act like it, by doing our part and by leading
the world to do more together. And that’s what
we’ve done, in partnership with so many of
you. We created the first comprehensive na-
tional HIV/AIDS strategy, rooted in a simple
vision that every person should get access to
life-extending care, regardless of age or gen-
der, race or ethnicity, sexual orientation, gen-
der identity, or socioeconomic status.

We’ve continued to support the Ryan White
CARE Act to help underserved communities,
and we lifted the entry ban so that people with
HIV are no longer barred from the United
States, which led to the International AIDS
Conference being held here last year for the
very first time in over 20 years.

This summer, I issued an Executive order
creating the HIV Care Continuum Initiative to
boost our Federal efforts to prevent and treat
HIV. Last month, I signed the HIV Organ Pol-
icy Equity Act to finally allow research into or-
gan donations between people with HIV, a
step achieved with bipartisan support. And
thanks to the Affordable Care Act, millions of
insured Americans will be able to get tested
free of charge. Americans who were uninsured
will now be able to have access to affordable
health care coverage, and beginning in Janu-
ary, no American will be again denied health
insurance because of their HIV status.

On World AIDS Day 2 years ago, I an-
nounced an additional $35 million for the
AIDS Drug Assistance Program, which helps
people pay for lifesaving medications. At one
time, the need was so great that over 9,000
people were on the wait list. We vowed to get
those numbers down. And I’m proud to an-
nounce that as of last week, we have cleared
that wait list. We are down to zero. And we’re
going to keep working to keep it down.

mains to be done. Here in the United 
we need to keep focusing on investme
communities that are still being hit hard
cluding gay and bisexual men, African A
cans, and Latinos. We need to keep u
fight in our cities, including Washington
which in recent years has reduced diag
infections by nearly half.

And we’re going to keep pursuing sci
breakthroughs. Today I’m pleased to ann
a new initiative at the National Institu
Health to advance research into an HIV
We’re going to redirect a hundred millio
lars into this project to develop a new g
tion of therapies because the United 
should be at the forefront of new disco
into how to put HIV into long-term rem
without requiring lifelong therapies or, 
yet, eliminate it completely.

And of course, this fight extends far b
our borders. When I became Presiden
herited President Bush’s phenomena
gram, PEPFAR, which has helped m
around the world receive lifesaving trea
And we haven’t just sustained those e
we’ve expanded them, reaching and s
even more people, especially mothers an
dren. Earlier this year, PEPFAR reac
wonderful milestone: the 1 millionth
born without HIV. And that alongside th
id decline in new HIV infections and 
from AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa.

On my visit to South Africa this year, 
ed a clinic run by Bishop Desmond Tu
had the honor of spending time with so
their extraordinary young patients and co
ors and outreach workers and doctors.
day, they are doing extraordinary work
when you visit this facility, you cannot he
be inspired by what they do each and
day, in part thanks to the support of the U
States of America. They’re saving live
they’re changing the way their country a
world approaches this disease. And that’
that we have to continue to advance.

On World AIDS Day 2 years ago, I s
prevention and treatment targets for PE
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like increasing the number of mothers we
reach so that we prevent their children from

After all, none of the progress we’ve made
against AIDS could have been achieved by a

rpora-
untless
orking
ll, phi-
ociety,
k it’s

g with
ir sto-
d your
ght to

do its
—and

ent fu-
uldn’t
e can,

hat we
s Pres-

emain
V and

 of this
now is
rotect
ll peo-
tments
re are
S and

s once
e gen-

ghters.
r fam-
 fight-
se that
ourage
atever
 we’re
nt that

raordi-
s you.

 in the
ht D.
 his re-
1324

becoming infected and helping 6 million peo-
ple get treatment by the end of 2013. Today
I’m proud to announce that we’ve not only
reached our goal, we’ve exceeded our treat-
ment target. So we’ve helped 6.7 million peo-
ple receive lifesaving treatment. And we’re go-
ing to keep at it. Which is why, after I leave
here today, I’ll be proud to sign the PEPFAR
Stewardship and Oversight Act to keep this
program going strong. [Applause] Count on
the legislator to applaud legislation. [Laughter]

Now, looking ahead, it’s time for the world
to come together to set new goals. Right now
we’re working hard to get a permanent leader
in place at PEPFAR, and once we do, one of
our first items of business will be convening a
meeting early next year so the United States
and our partners worldwide—including gov-
ernments, the Global Fund, UNAIDS, and civ-
il society—can sit around one table and devel-
op joint HIV prevention and treatment goals
for the countries where we and the Global
Fund do business. We’ll hold each other ac-
countable, and we’ll continue to work to turn
the tide of this epidemic together.

And that includes keeping up our support
for the Global Fund. Its success speaks for it-
self. It’s helping over 6 million people in over
140 countries receive antiretroviral therapy.
And now it’s time to replenish the fund. The
United States will contribute $1 for every $2
pledged by other donors over the next 3 years,
up to $5 billion total from the United States.
And the United Kingdom has made a similar
promise.

So today I want to urge all those who are at-
tending the Global Fund’s replenishment
meetings both today and tomorrow to take up
this commitment. Don’t leave our money on
the table. It’s been inspiring to see the coun-
tries most affected by this disease vastly in-
crease their own contributions to this fight, in
some cases providing more than donor coun-
tries do. And that ought to inspire all of us to
give more, to do more, so we can save more
lives.

single government or foundation or co
tion working alone. It’s the result of co
people—including so many of you—w
together from countries large and sma
lanthropies, universities, media, civil s
activists. More than anything, I thin
thanks to the courageous people livin
HIV around the world who’ve shared the
ries. You’ve lent your strength, demande
dignity be recognized, and led the fi
spare others the anguish of this disease.

We can’t change the past or un
wrenching pain. But what we can do
what we have to do—is to chart a differ
ture, guided by our love for those we co
save. That allows us to do everything w
everything in our power to save those t
can. And that’s my commitment to you a
ident.

The United States of America will r
the global leader in the fight against HI
AIDS. We will stand with you every step
journey until we reach the day that we k
possible, when all men and women can p
themselves from infection; a day when a
ple with HIV have access to the trea
that extend their lives; the day when the
no babies being born with HIV or AID
when we achieve, at long last, what wa
hard to imagine, and that’s an AIDS-fre
eration.

That’s the world I want for my dau
That’s the world that all of us want for ou
ilies. And if we stay focused, if we keep
ing, and if we honor the memory of tho
we’ve lost—if we summon the same c
that they displayed—by insisting on wh
it takes, however long it takes, I believe
going to win this fight. And I’m confide
we’ll do so together.

So thank you very much for your ext
nary efforts. Appreciate it. God bles
Thank you. Thank you. Good work.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m.
South Court Auditorium of the Dwig
Eisenhower Executive Office Building. In
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marks, he referred to Grant Colfax, Director, Of-
fice of National AIDS Policy, who introduced

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation; former Presi-
dent George W. Bush; and Archbishop Emeritus
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the President; Mark Dybul, executive director,
Global Fund To Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and
Malaria; Michel Sidibé, Executive Director, UN-
AIDS; William H. Gates III, cochair and trustee,

Desmond M. Tutu of Cape Town, South 
He also referred to Executive Order 1364
S. 1545, which was approved December
assigned Public Law No. 113–56.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Juan Manuel Santos Cald
of Colombia
December 3, 2013

President Obama. Well, it’s wonderful to
welcome President Santos back to the White
House. This is not his first visit, but it is the
first time that I’m able to return the favor for
the extraordinary hospitality that he and the
Colombian people and his family showed me
when I had a chance to travel there for the very
successful Summit of the Americas.

We have had a excellent conversation, I
think, reflecting on the deepening of what have
already been very strong bilateral ties between
our two countries. Not only do we continue to
excel in security cooperation that has, I think,
helped to facilitate the tremendous progress
that’s taken place in Colombia over the last de-
cade, but precisely because of the success on
the security front, we’ve also been able to wid-
en our discussion to a wide—to a whole host of
issues: how we can improve education and eco-
nomic opportunity in Colombia, how we can
work together on energy projects that are vital
to the region, how we can take advantage of
new technologies to expand the ability for a ru-
ral child to be exposed to the world, and how
we can work in partnership together on many
of the key regional challenges that take place.

We also had an opportunity to talk about the
success so far of the free trade agreement and
its implementation. There’s still some details
that are being worked on. Nevertheless, what
we’ve seen is a 20-percent increase in trade be-
tween our two countries since its signing. That
creates jobs in Colombia; it creates jobs here in
the United States of America.

I congratulated President Santos on his bold
and brave efforts to bring about a lasting and
just peace inside of Colombia in his negotia-

tions with the FARC. Obviously, this ha
a longstanding conflict within Colombi
not easy; there are many challenges ahea
the fact that he has taken this step, I th
the right one because it sends a signal 
people of Colombia that it is possible 
leash the enormous potential if we can
beyond this conflict. But obviously, the
going to be some very challenging qu
moving forward. I’m pleased to see the
dent’s strong commitment on that fron
United States is supportive of those effo

And finally, I think what we’ve incre
seen is Colombia’s influence on the 
stage. We supported Colombia’s memb
in the OECD because it’s reflective of C
bia’s rise. It continues to have a strong
ence regionally. I emphasized to Pre
Santos that the work and the efforts th
made on issues like human rights and
rights inside of Colombia are not only go
the Colombian people—and we want 
courage them—but they also show a p
countries that have had, in some cases, 
cult history moving forward into a 21st c
that promises greater opportunity and pr
ity and peace. And the influence that Pre
Santos personally, as well as Colombia a
tion, has is only growing. And we think t
positive because we consider Colombia 
friend and a great success.

Finally, I think it’s worth mentionin
both Colombia and the United State
qualified for the World Cup. Obvious
wish both teams well. I think it’s fair to s
we will be rooting for our teams, so we
know if they’ll play each other, but I thin
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great sign of the excellent sportsmen that we
have in our countries, and the World Cup, I

could do today, work together to launch a new
alliance: an alliance for progress and peace,
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think, signifies also the bonds that all people
have. So we’re very excited to see how that
event goes in Brazil, and we congratulate Bra-
zil on hosting the World Cup.

So, Mr. President, welcome. And thank you
again for your great hospitality. More impor-
tantly, thank you for your friendship and your
leadership.

President Santos. Thank you so much, Presi-
dent Obama, for your welcome, and thank you
again for this invitation. As you well said, this is
not the first time that I’ve been in the White
House, and this time my visit comes under
very special circumstances.

The relations of our two countries are—find
themselves at their best moment ever. And as a
result, the agenda that we have discussed this
morning is much broader than it’s ever been.
We have gone well beyond the usual items that
we used to discuss, like security, like drug traf-
ficking, and we are now expanding it to topics
like education, energy, and mutual coopera-
tion: what we can do regionally.

And I want to thank you especially, Presi-
dent Obama, for all the support that you have
shown us in the process towards peace in Co-
lombia. It’s a process that is doing very well,
and it is my hope that this is a conflict that will
come to an end. We have been shedding blood
for over 50 years, and the support of the Unit-
ed States and the entire world is decisive in
reaching that peace we all want.

And I was telling President Obama that just
as 50 years ago President Kennedy visited Co-
lombia and launched the Alliance for Progress,
we should think of something similar that we

one that will help the entire region.
Circumstances are very different tod

portunities are different, and the tech
we have at our disposal is very differen
therefore, there are many fronts in wh
can work together. There are many syn
that we can generate as a result that will 
positive results.

And we also talked about the coope
that we have been carrying out toget
benefit third countries, in particular, co
of Central America and the Caribbean. W
be tripling the joint operations we’re go
be carrying out jointly. For example, ju
case, we have 17,000 officers who have
trained in Colombia, officers who com
these countries. And this is the kind o
we will continue doing together.

And finally, I also want to wish the U
States all success in the World Cup. It
hope, however, that our teams are not g
play—be playing each other very soon.
tainly hope they won’t meet in the first 
But we can maybe eliminate the U.S. tea
er on. [Laughter]

President Obama. All right, we’ll h
make a wager on that. [Laughter] We’l
that—the actual game comes up. Thank 

Thank you so much everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:13 p
the Oval Office at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to the Revolutionary 
Forces of Colombia (FARC) insurgent 
President Santos spoke in Spanish, and 
marks were translated by an interpreter.

Remarks on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
December 3, 2013

All right. Thank you, Monica. Well, thanks
to Monica, thanks to everybody standing be-
hind me, and thanks for everybody out there
who cares deeply about this issue. Monica’s
story is important, because for all the day-to-
day fights here in Washington around the Af-
fordable Care Act, it’s stories like hers that

should remind us why we took on this 
in the first place.

And for too long, few things left w
families more vulnerable to the anxieti
insecurities of today’s economy than a b
health care system. So we took up the fig
cause we believe that in America, n
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should have to worry about going broke just
because somebody in their family or they got

of our economy, whatever comes up we’re go-
ing to just fix it because we know that the ulti-
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sick. We believe that nobody should have to
choose between putting food on their kids’ ta-
ble or taking them to see a doctor. We believe
we’re a better country than a country where we
allow, every day, 14,000 Americans to lose
their health care coverage; or where every
year, tens of thousands of Americans died be-
cause they didn’t have health care; or where
out-of-pocket costs drove millions of citizens
into poverty in the wealthiest nation on Earth.
We thought we were better than that, and
that’s why we took this on.

And that’s what’s gotten lost a little bit over
the last couple of months. And our focus, right-
ly, had to shift towards working 24/7 to fix the
website, healthcare.gov, for the new market-
places where people can buy affordable insur-
ance plans. And today, the website is working
well for the vast majority of users. More prob-
lems may pop up, as they always do when
you’re launching something new. And when
they do, we’ll fix those too. But what we also
know is that after just the first month, despite
all the problems in the rollout, about half a mil-
lion people across the country are poised to
gain health care coverage through marketplac-
es and Medicaid beginning on January 1, some
for the very first time. We know that: half a
million people. And that number is increasing
every day, and it is going to keep growing and
growing and growing because we know that
there are 41 million people out there without
health insurance. And we know there are a
whole bunch of folks out there who are under-
insured or don’t have a good deal. And we
know the demand is there, and we know that
the product on these marketplaces is good and
it provides choice and competition for people
that allow them, in some cases for the very first
time, to have the security that health insurance
can provide.

The bottom line is, this law is working and
will work into the future. People want the fi-
nancial stability of health insurance. And we’re
going to keep on working to fix whatever prob-
lems come up. In any startup, any launch of a
project this big that has an impact on one-sixth

mate goal, the ultimate aim, is to mak
that people have basic security and the fo
tion for the good health that they need.

Now, we may never satisfy the law’s
nents. I think that’s fair to say. Some o
are rooting for this law to fail. That’s n
opinion, by the way; they say it pretty exp
[Laughter] Some have already con
themselves that the law has failed, reg
of the evidence. But I would advise th
check with the people who are here tod
the people that they represent all acro
country whose lives have been changed 
better by the Affordable Care Act.

The other day I got a letter from Julia
in California. Earlier this year, Julia wa
nosed with leukemia and lymphoma. “I ha
of things to worry about,” she wrote. “But
to the [Affordable Care Act], there are 
things I do not have to worry about, lik
whether there will be a lifetime cap on b
[or] whether my treatment will bankru
family. . . . I can’t begin to tell you how
that peace of mind means. . . .” That’s w
Affordable Care Act means to Julia. She 
had insurance, by the way, but because t
banned lifetime limits on the care you o
family can receive, she’s never going to h
choose between providing for her kids or 
herself well; she can do both.

Sam Weir, a doctor in North Carol
mailed me the other day. “The coming
will be challenging for all of us in family
cine,” he wrote. “But my colleagues and 
strength from knowing that beginning w
new year, the preventive care many of o
rent patients have been putting off will b
ered and the patients we have not yet se
finally be able to get the care that the
long needed.” That’s the difference th
Affordable Care Act will make for many
Weir’s patients. Because more than a hu
million Americans with insurance have 
access to recommended preventive ca
mammograms or colonoscopies or flu sh
contraception to help them stay healthy
out-of-pocket cost.
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At the young age of 23, Justine Ula is bat-
tling cancer for the second time. And the other

Look, I’ve always said I will work with any-
body to implement and improve this law effec-
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day, her mom Joann e-mailed me from Cleve-
land University Hospital where Justine is un-
dergoing treatment. She told me she stopped
by the pharmacy to pick up Justine’s medicine.
If Justine were uninsured, it would have cost
her $4,500. But she is insured because the Af-
fordable Care Act has let her and 3 million oth-
er young people like Monica gain coverage by
staying on their parent’s plan until they’re 26.
And that means Justine’s mom, all she had to
cover was the $25 copay.

Because of the Affordable Care Act, more
than 7 million seniors and Americans with dis-
abilities have saved an average of $1,200 on
their prescription medicine. This year alone,
8.5 million families have actually gotten an av-
erage of a hundred dollars back from their in-
surance company—you don’t hear that very of-
ten—[laughter]—because it spent too much
on things like overhead and not enough on
their care. And by the way, health care costs
are rising at the slowest rate in 50 years. So
we’re actually bending the cost of health care
overall, which benefits everybody.

So that’s what this law means to millions of
Americans. And my main message today is,
we’re not going back. We’re not going to be-
tray Monica or Julia or Sam or Justine or
Joann. I mean, that seems to be the only alter-
native that Obamacare’s critics have is, well,
let’s just go back to the status quo. Because
they sure haven’t presented an alternative. If
you ask many of the opponents of this law what
exactly they’d do differently, their answer
seems to be, well, let’s go back to the way
things used to be.

Just the other day, the Republican leader in
the Senate was asked what benefits people
without health care might see from this law.
And he refused to answer, even though there
are dozens in this room and tens of thousands
in his own State who are already on track to
benefit from it. He just repeated “repeal” over
and over and over again. And obviously, we’ve
heard that from a lot of folks on that side of the
aisle.

tively. I mean, if you’ve got good ideas
them to me. Let’s go. But we’re not rep
it as long as I’m President, and I want 
body to be clear about that.

We will make it work for all Americ
you don’t like this law—[applause]. So,
spite all the millions of people who are b
ing from it, you still think this law is a ba
then you’ve got to tell us specifically
you’d do differently to cut costs, cover
people, make insurance more secure. Yo
just say that the system was working w
million people without health insuranc
can’t just say that the system’s working
you’ve got a whole bunch of folks who th
they had decent insurance and then whe
got sick, it turned out, it wasn’t there fo
or they were left with tens of thousands 
lars in out-of-pocket costs that were imp
for them to pay.

Right now what that law is doing——

[At this point, a baby in the audience m
noise.]

Yes, you agree with me. [Laughter]
now what this law is doing is helping folk
we’re just getting started with the exch
just getting started with the marketplac
we’re not going to walk away from it. If I
to fight another 3 years to make sure th
works, then that’s what I’ll do. [App
That’s what we’ll do.

But what’s important for everybody 
member is not only that the law has a
helped millions of people, but that the
millions more who stand to be helped
we’ve got to make sure they know tha
I’ve said very clearly that our poor execu
the first couple months on the website c
the fact that there are a whole bunch of 
who stand to benefit. Now that the web
working for the vast majority of peop
need to make sure that folks refocus on
at stake here, which is the capacity for 
your families to be able to have the secu
decent health insurance at a reasonab
through choice and competition on thi
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ketplace and tax credits that you may be eligi-
ble for that can save you hundreds of dollars in

ketplaces, you’re going to be able to get on and
find the information that you need for your
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So we just need people to—now that we are

getting the technology fixed, we need you to go
back, take a look at what’s actually going on,
because it can make a difference in your lives
and the lives of your families. And maybe it
won’t make a difference right now if you’re
feeling healthy, but I promise you, if somebody
in your family, heaven forbid, gets sick, you’ll
see the difference. And it will make all the dif-
ference for you and your families.

So I’m going to need some help in spreading
the word. I’m going to need some help in
spreading the word. I need you to spread the
word about the law, about its benefits, about its
protections, about how folks can sign up. Tell
your friends. Tell your family. Do not let the
initial problems with the website discourage
you because it’s working better now and it’s
just going to keep on working better over time.
Every day, I check to make sure that it’s work-
ing better. [Laughter] And we’ve learned not
to make wild promises about how perfectly
smooth it’s going to be at all times, but if you
really want health insurance through the mar-

families at healthcare.gov.
So if you’ve already got health insura

you’ve already taken advantage of the A
able Care Act, you’ve got to tell your f
you’ve got to tell your family. Tell your co
ers. Tell your neighbors. Let’s help our
Americans get covered. Let’s give every 
ican a fighting chance in today’s econom
right?

Thank you so much, everybody. God
you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m.
South Court Auditorium of the Dwig
Eisenhower Executive Office Building.
remarks, he referred to Monica S. Week
ect coordinator, World Resources In
who introduced the President; Julia Ri
Walsh, instructor, University of Souther
fornia–Davis School of Gerontology; Sam
Weir, associate professor of family me
University of North Carolina School of 
cine; Poland, OH, residents Justine U
her mother Joann Russo; and Senate M
Leader A. Mitchell McConnell.

Statement on the Resignation of Nancy H. Sutley as Chair of the Coun
Environmental Quality
December 3, 2013

I want to thank Nancy Sutley for her coun-
sel and for her service to the American people
over the past 5 years. As one of my top advis-
ers, Nancy has played a central role in over-
seeing many of our biggest environmental ac-
complishments, including establishing histor-
ic new fuel economy standards that will save
consumers money, new national monuments
that permanently protect sites unique to our
country’s rich history and natural heritage,
our first comprehensive national ocean policy,

and our climate action plan that wil
leave our children a safer, healthier p
Under her leadership, Federal agenci
meeting the goals I set for them at the 
ning of the administration by using less
gy, reducing pollution, and saving ta
dollars. Her efforts have made it clear
healthy environment and a strong ec
aren’t mutually exclusive; they can go h
hand. I wish her all the best in her futu
deavors.
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Remarks at the Town Hall Education Arts Recreation Campus
December 4, 2013
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Thank you so much. Please, please have a
seat. Thank you so much. Well, thank you,
Neera, for the wonderful introduction and
sharing a story that resonated with me. There
were a lot of parallels in my life and probably
resonated with some of you.

Over the past 10 years, the Center for
American Progress has done incredible work to
shape the debate over expanding opportunity
for all Americans. And I could not be more
grateful to CAP not only for giving me a lot of
good policy ideas, but also giving me a lot of
staff. [Laughter] My friend, John Podesta, ran
my transition; my Chief of Staff, Denis Mc-
Donough, did a stint at CAP. So you guys are
obviously doing a good job training folks.

I also want to thank all the Members of
Congress and my administration who are here
today for the wonderful work that they do. I
want to thank Mayor Gray and everyone here
at THEARC for having me. This center, which
I’ve been to quite a bit and have had a chance
to see some of the great work that’s done
here—and all the nonprofits that call
THEARC home offer access to everything
from education to health care to a safe shelter
from the streets, which means that you’re har-
nessing the power of community to expand op-
portunity for folks here in DC. And your work
reflects a tradition that runs through our histo-
ry: the belief that we’re greater together than
we are on our own. And that’s what I’ve come
here to talk about today.

Now, over the last 2 months, Washington
has been dominated by some pretty conten-
tious debates; I think that’s fair to say. And be-
tween a reckless shutdown by congressional
Republicans in an effort to repeal the Afford-
able Care Act and admittedly poor execution
on my administration’s part in implementing
the latest stage of the new law, nobody has ac-
quitted themselves very well these past few
months. So it’s not surprising that the Ameri-
can people’s frustrations with Washington are
at an alltime high.

But we know that people’s frustratio
deeper than these most recent political b
Their frustration’s rooted in their own
battles: to make ends meet, to pay for c
buy a home, save for retirement. It’s roo
the nagging sense that no matter how
they work, the deck is stacked against
And it’s rooted in the fear that their kids
be better off than they were. They may n
low the constant back and forth in Wash
or all the policy details, but they experie
a very personal way the relentless, de
long trend that I want to spend some tim
ing about today. And that is a dangero
growing inequality and lack of upward m
that has jeopardized middle class Americ
sic bargain: that if you work hard, you 
chance to get ahead.

I believe this is the defining challenge
time: making sure our economy works 
ery working American. It’s why I ran for
dent. It was at the center of last year’
paign. It drives everything I do in this 
And I know I’ve raised this issue befor
some will ask why I raise the issue agai
now. I do it because the outcomes of t
bates we’re having right now—wheth
health care or the budget or reformin
housing and financial systems—all these
will have real, practical implications for
American. And I am convinced that the
sions we make on these issues over th
few years will determine whether or n
children will grow up in an America whe
portunity is real.

Now, the premise that we’re all c
equal is the opening line in the American
And while we don’t promise equal out
we’ve strived to deliver equal opportuni
idea that success doesn’t depend on bein
into wealth or privilege, it depends on
and merit. And with every chapter we’ve
to that story, we’ve worked hard to put
words into practice.

It was Abraham Lincoln, a self-des
“poor man’s son,” who started a system o
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grant colleges all over this country so that any
poor man’s son could go learn something new.

place in a dynamic market economy where ev-
eryone’s wages and incomes were growing.
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When farms gave way to factories, a rich man’s
son named Teddy Roosevelt fought for an 8-
hour workday, protections for workers, and
busted monopolies that kept prices high and
wages low. When millions lived in poverty,
FDR fought for Social Security and insurance
for the unemployed and a minimum wage.
When millions died without health insurance,
LBJ fought for Medicare and Medicaid.

Together, we forged a New Deal, declared a
War on Poverty and a Great Society. We built a
ladder of opportunity to climb and stretched
out a safety net beneath so that if we fell, it
wouldn’t be too far, and we could bounce back.
And as a result, America built the largest mid-
dle class the world has ever known. And for the
three decades after World War II, it was the
engine of our prosperity.

Now, we can’t look at the past through rose-
colored glasses. The economy didn’t always
work for everyone. Racial discrimination
locked millions out of poverty—or out of op-
portunity. Women were too often confined to a
handful of often poorly paid professions. And it
was only through painstaking struggle that
more women and minorities and Americans
with disabilities began to win the right to more
fairly and fully participate in the economy.

Nevertheless, during the post–World War II
years, the economic ground felt stable and se-
cure for most Americans, and the future
looked brighter than the past. And for some,
that meant following in your old man’s foot-
steps at the local plant, and you knew that a
blue-collar job would let you buy a home and a
car, maybe a vacation once in a while, health
care, a reliable pension. For others, it meant
going to college, in some cases, maybe the first
in your family to go to college. And it meant
graduating without taking on loads of debt and
being able to count on advancement through a
vibrant job market.

Now, it’s true that those at the top, even in
those years, claimed a much larger share of in-
come than the rest: The top 10 percent consis-
tently took home about one-third of our na-
tional income. But that kind of inequality took

And because of upward mobility, the g
the factory floor could picture his kid ru
the company some day.

But starting in the late seventies, this
compact began to unravel. Technology m
easier for companies to do more wit
eliminating certain job occupations. A
competitive world let companies ship job
where. And as good manufacturing job
mated or headed offshore, workers los
leverage, jobs paid less and offered fewe
efits.

As values of community broke dow
competitive pressure increased, busi
lobbied Washington to weaken unions a
value of the minimum wage. As a trickle
ideology became more prominent, taxe
slashed for the wealthiest, while investm
things that make us all richer, like schoo
infrastructure, were allowed to wither. A
a certain period of time, we could igno
weakening economic foundation, in pa
cause more families were relying on two
ers as women entered the workforce. W
on more debt financed by a juiced-up h
market. But when the music stopped a
crisis hit, millions of families were strip
whatever cushion they had left.

And the result is an economy that’s b
profoundly unequal and families that are
insecure. I’ll just give you a few statistics
1979, when I graduated from high scho
productivity is up by more than 90 perce
the income of the typical family has inc
by less than 8 percent. Since 1979, our 
my has more than doubled in size, but m
that growth has flowed to a fortunate few

The top 10 percent no longer takes i
third of our income, it now takes half. W
in the past, the average CEO made abou
30 times the income of the average work
day’s CEO now makes 273 times mor
meanwhile, a family in the top 1 percen
net worth 288 times higher than the 
family, which is a record for this country

So the basic bargain at the heart 
economy has frayed. In fact, this trend to
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growing inequality is not unique to America’s
market economy. Across the developed world,

their own, that should offend all of us, and it
should compel us to action. We are a better
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inequality has increased. Some of you may
have seen, just last week, the Pope himself
spoke about this at eloquent length. “How can
it be,” he wrote, “that it is not a news item
when an elderly homeless person dies of expo-
sure, but it is news when the stock market loses
two points?”

But this increasing inequality is most pro-
nounced in our country, and it challenges the
very essence of who we are as a people. Under-
stand, we’ve never begrudged success in
America, we aspire to it. We admire folks who
start new businesses, create jobs, and invent
the products that enrich our lives, and we ex-
pect them to be rewarded handsomely for it.
In fact, we’ve often accepted more income in-
equality than many other nations for one big
reason: because we were convinced that Amer-
ica is a place where even if you’re born with
nothing, with a little hard work, you can im-
prove your own situation over time and build
something better to leave your kids. As Lincoln
once said, “While we do not propose any war
upon capital, we do wish to allow the humblest
man an equal chance to get rich with every-
body else.”

The problem is that alongside increased in-
equality, we’ve seen diminished levels of up-
ward mobility in recent years. A child born in
the top 20 percent has about a 2-in-3 chance of
staying at or near the top. A child born into the
bottom 20 percent has a less than 1-in-20 shot
at making it to the top. He’s 10 times likelier to
stay where he is. In fact, statistics show not on-
ly that our levels of income inequality rank
near countries like Jamaica and Argentina, but
that it is harder today for a child born here in
America to improve her station in life than it is
for children in most of our wealthy allies: coun-
tries like Canada or Germany or France. They
have greater mobility than we do, not less.

The idea that so many children are born into
poverty in the wealthiest nation on Earth is
heartbreaking enough. But the idea that a child
may never be able to escape that poverty be-
cause she lacks a decent education or health
care or a community that views her future as

country than this.
So let me repeat: The combined tre

increased inequality and decreasing m
pose a fundamental threat to the Am
Dream, our way of life, and what we sta
around the globe. And it is not simply a
claim that I’m making here. There are pr
consequences to rising inequality and re
mobility.

For one thing, these trends are bad f
reconomy. One study finds that growth i
fragile and recessions are more frequ
countries with greater inequality. An
makes sense. When families have less to 
that means businesses have fewer cus
and households rack up greater mortga
credit card debt. Meanwhile, concen
wealth at the top is less likely to result
kind of broadly based consumer spendin
drives our economy, and together with l
ulation, may contribute to risky spec
bubbles.

And rising inequality and declining m
are also bad for our families and social
sion, not just because we tend to trust ou
tutions less, but studies show, we actual
to trust each other less when there’s grea
equality. And greater inequality is asso
with less mobility between generations
means it’s not just temporary; the effec
It creates a vicious cycle. For example, 
time she turns 3 years old, a child born
low-income home hears 30 million 
words than a child from a well-off 
which means by the time she starts 
she’s already behind, and that deficit can
pound itself over time.

And finally, rising inequality and de
mobility are bad for our democracy. Or
folks can’t write massive campaign che
hire high-priced lobbyists and lawyers 
cure policies that tilt the playing field i
favor at everyone else’s expense. And so 
get the bad taste that the system’s rigge
that increases cynicism and polarization,
decreases the political participation th
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requisite part of our system of self-govern-
ment.

income. So the fact is this: The opportunity gap
in America is now as much about class as it is
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So this is an issue that we have to tackle
head on. And if in fact the majority of Ameri-
cans agree that our number-one priority is to
restore opportunity and broad-based growth
for all Americans, the question is, why has
Washington consistently failed to act? And I
think a big reason is the myths that have devel-
oped around the issue of inequality.

First, there is the myth that this is a problem
restricted to a small share of predominantly
minority poor, that this isn’t a broad-based
problem, this is a Black problem or a Hispanic
problem or a Native American problem. Now,
it’s true that the painful legacy of discrimina-
tion means that African Americans, Latinos,
Native Americans are far more likely to suffer
from a lack of opportunity: higher unemploy-
ment, higher poverty rates. It’s also true that
women still make 77 cents on the dollar com-
pared to men. So we’re going to need strong
application of antidiscrimination laws. We’re
going to need immigration reform that grows
the economy and takes people out of the shad-
ows. We’re going to need targeted initiatives to
close those gaps.

But here’s an important point. The decades-
long shifts in the economy have hurt all groups:
poor and middle class, inner-city and rural
folks, men and women, and Americans of all
races. And as a consequence, some of the so-
cial patterns that contribute to declining mo-
bility that were once attributed to the urban
poor that’s a particular problem for the inner
city—single-parent households or drug
abuse—it turns out, now we’re seeing that pop
up everywhere.

A new study shows that disparities in educa-
tion, mental health, obesity, absent fathers, iso-
lation from church, isolation from community
groups—these gaps are now as much about
growing up rich or poor as they are about any-
thing else. The gap in test scores between poor
kids and wealthy kids is now nearly twice what
it is between White kids and Black kids. Kids
with working class parents are 10 times likelier
than kids with middle or upper class parents to
go through a time when their parents have no

about race, and that gap is growing.
So if we’re going to take on growing in

ity and try to improve upward mobility
people, we’ve got to move beyond the fa
tion that this is an issue exclusively of m
concern. And we have to reject a politi
suggests any effort to address it in a me
ful way somehow pits the interests of a d
ing middle class against those of an und
ing poor in search of handouts.

Second, we need to dispel the myth th
goals of growing the economy and reduc
equality are necessarily in conflict, whe
should actually work in concert. We know
our history that our economy grows bes
the middle out, when growth is more 
shared. And we know that beyond a 
level of inequality, growth actually slow
gether.

Third, we need to set aside the beli
government cannot do anything about 
ing inequality. It’s true that government 
prevent all the downsides of the techno
change and global competition that a
there right now, and some of those forc
also some of the things that are help
grow. And it’s also true that some progr
the past, like welfare before it was refo
were sometimes poorly designed, create
incentives to work.

But we’ve also seen how government 
time and again, can make an enormous 
ence in increasing opportunity and bol
ladders into the middle class. Investme
education, laws establishing collective b
ing, and a minimum wage—these all con
ed to rising standards of living for m
numbers of Americans. Likewise, when
ous generations declared that every citi
this country deserved a basic measure o
rity—a floor through which they cou
fall—we helped millions of Americans 
dignity and gave millions more the conf
to aspire to something better, by taking
on a great idea.

Without Social Security, nearly half 
niors would be living in poverty. Half. 
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fewer than 1 in 10 do. Before Medicare, only
half of all seniors had some form of health in-

stagnant. The fact is, if you’re a progressive and
you want to help the middle class and the
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surance. Today, virtually all do. And because
we’ve strengthened that safety net and expand-
ed prowork and profamily tax credits like the
earned income tax credit, a recent study found
that the poverty rate has fallen by 40 percent
since the 1960s. And these endeavors didn’t
just make us a better country, they reaffirmed
that we are a great country.

So we can make a difference on this. In fact,
that’s our generation’s task: to rebuild Ameri-
ca’s economic and civic foundation to continue
the expansion of opportunity for this genera-
tion and the next generation. And like Neera, I
take this personally. I’m only here because this
country educated my grandfather on the GI
bill. When my father left and my mom hit hard
times trying to raise my sister and me while she
was going to school, this country helped make
sure we didn’t go hungry. When Michelle, the
daughter of a shift worker at a water plant and
a secretary, wanted to go to college, just like
me, this country helped us afford it until we
could pay it back.

So what drives me as a grandson, a son, a fa-
ther—as an American—is to make sure that
every striving, hard-working, optimistic kid in
America has the same incredible chance that
this country gave me. It has been the driving
force between everything we’ve done these
past 5 years. And over the course of the next
year and for the rest of my Presidency, that’s
where you should expect my administration to
focus all our efforts.

Now, you’ll be pleased to know, this is not a
State of the Union Address. [Laughter] And
many of the ideas that can make the biggest
difference in expanding opportunity I’ve pre-
sented before. But let me offer a few key prin-
ciples, just a roadmap that I believe should
guide us in both our legislative agenda and our
administrative efforts.

To begin with, we have to continue to re-
lentlessly push a growth agenda. It may be true
that in today’s economy, growth alone does not
guarantee higher wages and incomes. We’ve
seen that. But what’s also true is, we can’t tack-
le inequality if the economic pie is shrinking or

working poor, you’ve still got to be con
about competitiveness and productivit
business confidence that spurs private 
investment.

And that’s why, from day one, we’ve w
to get the economy growing and help ou
nesses hire. And thanks to their resilien
innovation, they’ve created nearly 8 m
new jobs over the past 44 months. An
we’ve got to grow the economy even 
And we’ve got to keep working to make A
ca a magnet for good, middle class jobs
place the ones that we’ve lost in rece
cades: jobs in manufacturing and ener
infrastructure and technology.

And that means simplifying our cor
Tax Code in a way that closes wastefu
holes and ends incentives to ship jobs ov
We can—and by broadening the base, w
actually lower rates to encourage more c
nies to hire here and use some of the 
we save to create good jobs rebuildin
roads and our bridges and our airports 
the infrastructure our businesses need.

It means a trade agenda that grows e
and works for the middle class. It 
streamlining regulations that are outda
unnecessary or too costly. And it mean
ing together around a responsible budge
that grows our economy faster right no
shrinks our long-term deficits; one th
winds the harmful sequester cuts that h
made a lot of sense and then frees up res
to invest in things like the scientific re
that’s always unleashed new innovatio
new industries.

When it comes to our budget, we shou
be stuck in a stale debate from 2 years ag
years ago. A relentlessly growing deficit
portunity is a bigger threat to our futur
our rapidly shrinking fiscal deficit.

So that’s step one towards restoring m
ty: making sure our economy is growing
Step two is making sure we empower
Americans with the skills and educatio
need to compete in a highly competitive
economy.
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We know that education is the most impor-
tant predictor of income today, so we launched

laws function as they’re supposed to so unions
have a level playing field to organize for a bet-
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a Race to the Top in our schools. We’re sup-
porting States that have raised standards for
teaching and learning. We’re pushing for rede-
signed high schools that graduate more kids
with the technical training and apprenticeships
and in-demand, high-tech skills that can lead
directly to a good job and a middle class life.

We know it’s harder to find a job today with-
out some higher education, so we’ve helped
more students go to college with grants and
loans that go farther than before. We’ve made
it more practical to repay those loans. And to-
day, more students are graduating from college
than ever before. And we’re also pursuing an
aggressive strategy to promote innovation that
reins in tuition costs. We’ve got to lower costs
so that young people are not burdened by
enormous debt when they make the right deci-
sion to get higher education. And next week,
Michelle and I will bring together college pres-
idents and nonprofits to lead a campaign to
help more low-income students attend and
succeed in college.

But while higher education may be the sur-
est path to the middle class, it’s not the only
one. So we should offer our people the best
technical education in the world. That’s why
we’ve worked to connect local businesses with
community colleges so that workers, young and
old, can earn the new skills that earn them
more money.

And I’ve also embraced an idea that I know
all of you at the Center for American Progress
have championed—and by the way, Republi-
can Governors in a couple of States have cham-
pioned—and that’s making high-quality pre-
school available to every child in America. We
know that kids in these programs grow up like-
lier to get more education, earn higher wages,
form more stable families of their own. It starts
a virtuous cycle, not a vicious one. And we
should invest in that. We should give all of our
children that chance.

And as we empower our young people for
future success, the third part of this middle
class economics is empowering our workers.
It’s time to ensure our collective bargaining

ter deal for workers and better wages f
middle class. It’s time to pass the Pa
Fairness Act so that women will have
tools to fight pay discrimination. It’s t
pass the non—Employment Non-Discr
tion Act so workers can’t be fired for wh
are or who they love.

And even though we’re bringing ma
turing jobs back to America—we’re cr
more good-paying jobs in education and
care and business services—we know
we’re going to have a greater and greate
tion of our people in the service sector. A
know that there are airport workers an
food workers and nurse assistants and
salespeople who work their tails off and a
living at or barely above poverty. And
why it’s well past the time to raise a min
wage that in real terms right now is 
where it was when Harry Truman was in

This shouldn’t be an ideological ques
was Adam Smith, the father of free-m
economics, who once said, “They who
clothe, and lodge the whole body of the 
should have such a share of the prod
their own labor as to be themselves to
well fed, clothed, and lodged.” And for th
you who don’t speak old English—[laugh
let me translate. It means if you work har
should make a decent living. If you work
you should be able to support a family.

Now, we all know the arguments tha
been used against a higher minimum
Some say it actually hurts low-wage w
Business will be less likely to hire them
there’s no solid evidence that a higher
mum wage costs jobs, and research sh
raises incomes for low-wage worker
boosts short-term economic growth.

Others argue that if we raise the min
wage, companies will just pass those cost
consumers. But a growing chorus of bu
es, small and large, argue differently. A
ready, there are extraordinary compan
America that provide decent wages, sa
and benefits and training for their worke
deliver a great product to consumers.
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Interior used to run, offers retirement plans
and strives to cultivate a good work balance.
There are companies out there that do right by
their workers. They recognize that paying a de-
cent wage actually helps their bottom line, re-
duces turnover. It means workers have more
money to spend, to save, maybe eventually
start a business of their own.

A broad majority of Americans agree we
should raise the minimum wage. That’s why
last month voters in New Jersey decided to be-
come the 20th State to raise theirs even higher.
That’s why yesterday the DC Council voted to
do it too. I agree with those voters. I agree with
those voters, and I’m going to keep pushing
until we get a higher minimum wage for hard-
working Americans across the entire country.
It will be good for our economy. It will be good
for our families.

Number four, as I alluded to earlier, we still
need targeted programs for the communities
and workers that have been hit hardest by eco-
nomic change and the great recession. These
communities are no longer limited to the inner
city. They’re found in neighborhoods ham-
mered by the housing crisis, manufacturing
towns hit hard by years of plants packing up,
landlocked rural areas where young folks of-
tentimes feel like they’ve got to leave just to
find a job. There are communities that just ar-
en’t generating enough jobs anymore.

So we’ve put forward new plans to help
these communities and their residents, be-
cause we’ve watched cities like Pittsburgh or
my hometown of Chicago revamp themselves.
And if we give more cities the tools to do it—
not handouts, but a hand up—cities like De-
troit can do it too. So in a few weeks, we’ll an-
nounce the first of these Promise Zones, urban
and rural communities where we’re going to
support local efforts focused on a national goal,
and that is, a child’s course in life should not be
determined by the zip code he’s born in, but by
the strength of his work ethic and the scope of
his dreams.

And we’re also going to have to do more for
the long-term unemployed. For people who

catch-22. Companies won’t give their r
an honest look because they’ve been laid
long, but they’ve been laid off so long b
companies won’t give their résumé an 
look. [Laughter] And that’s why earli
year, I challenged CEOs from some of A
ca’s best companies to give these Amer
fair shot. And next month, many of the
join us at the White House for an ann
ment about this.

Fifth, we’ve got to revamp retirem
protect Americans in their golden ye
make sure another housing collapse d
steal the savings in their homes. We’ve a
to strengthen our safety net for a new ag
doesn’t just protect people who hit a run
luck from falling into poverty, but also p
them back out of poverty.

Today, nearly half of full-time worke
80 percent of part-time workers don’t 
pension or retirement account at the
About half of all households don’t have a
tirement savings. So we’re going to have
more to encourage private savings and
up the promise of Social Security for 
generations. And remember, these are p
es we made to one another. We don’t d
replace the free market, but we do it to 
risk in our society by giving people the
to take a chance and catch them if th
One study shows that more than half of A
cans will experience poverty at some poi
ing their adult lives. Think about that. 
not an isolated situation. More than h
Americans at some point in their lives w
perience poverty.

That’s why we have nutrition assista
the program known as SNAP, because it
a difference for a mother who’s working
just having a hard time putting food on 
ble for her kids. That’s why we have unem
ment insurance, because it makes a diff
for a father who lost his job and is out
looking for a new one that he can keep
over his kids’ heads. By the way, Chri
time is no time for Congress to tell more
million of these Americans that they ha
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their unemployment insurance, which is what
will happen if Congress does not act before

cans with insurance is up, the growth of health
care costs are down to their slowest rate in 50
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The point is, these programs are not typical-

ly hammocks for people to just lie back and re-
lax. These programs are almost always tempo-
rary means for hard-working people to stay
afloat while they try to find a new job or go into
school to retrain themselves for the jobs that
are out there or sometimes just to cope with a
bout of bad luck. Progressives should be open
to reforms that actually strengthen these pro-
grams and make them more responsive to a
21st-century economy. For example, we
should be willing to look at fresh ideas to re-
vamp unemployment and disability programs
to encourage faster and higher rates of reem-
ployment without cutting benefits. We
shouldn’t weaken fundamental protections
built over generations, because given the con-
stant churn in today’s economy and the disabil-
ities that many of our friends and neighbors
live with, they’re needed more than ever. We
should strengthen them and adapt them to
new circumstances so they work even better.

But understand that these programs of so-
cial insurance benefit all of us, because we
don’t know when we might have a run of bad
luck. We don’t know when we might lose a job.
Of course, for decades, there was one yawning
gap in the safety net that did more than any-
thing else to expose working families to the in-
securities of today’s economy: namely, our bro-
ken health care system.

That’s why we fought for the Affordable
Care Act, because 14,000 Americans lost their
health insurance every single day and even
more died each year because they didn’t have
health insurance at all. We did it because mil-
lions of families who thought they had cover-
age were driven into bankruptcy by out-of-
pocket costs that they didn’t realize would be
there. Tens of millions of our fellow citizens
couldn’t get any coverage at all. Dr. King once
said, “Of all the forms of inequality, injustice in
health care is the most shocking and inhu-
mane.”

Well, not anymore. Because in the 3 years
since we passed this law, the share of Ameri-

years. More people have insurance, and
have new benefits and protections: a hu
million Americans who have gained th
for free preventive care like mammogram
contraception; the more than 7 million A
cans who have saved an average of $1,2
their prescription medicine; every Am
who won’t go broke when they get sick b
their insurance can’t limit their care anym

More people without insurance have 
insurance: more than 3 million young A
cans who have been able to stay on the
ent’s plan, the more than half a million A
cans and counting who are poised to ge
ered starting on January 1, some for th
first time.

And it is these numbers—not the o
any poll—that will ultimately determi
fate of this law. It’s the measurable out
in reduced bankruptcies and reduced
that have been lost because somebody co
make it to work and healthier kids with
performance in schools and young ent
neurs who have the freedom to go out
and try a new idea—those are the thin
will ultimately reduce a major source 
equality and help ensure more America
the start that they need to succeed in t
ture.

I have acknowledged more than onc
we didn’t roll out parts of this law as wel
should have. But the law is already wor
major ways that benefit millions of Ame
right now, even as we’ve begun to slow t
in health care costs, which is good for 
budgets, good for Federal and State bu
and good for the budgets of businesses
and large. So this law is going to work. A
the sake of our economic security, it ne
work.

And as people in States as different a
fornia and Kentucky sign up every sing
for health insurance, signing up in d
they’re proving, they want that economic
rity. If the Senate Republican leader still
he is going to be able to repeal this som
he might want to check with the mor
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60,000 people in his home State who are al-
ready set to finally have coverage that frees

our government out of the way and let the un-
fettered market take care of it, for our experi-
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them from the fear of financial ruin and lets
them afford to take their kids to see a doctor.

So let me end by addressing the elephant in
the room here, which is the seeming inability
to get anything done in Washington these days.
I realize we are not going to resolve all of our
political debates over the best ways to reduce
inequality and increase upward mobility this
year or next year or in the next 5 years. But it is
important that we have a serious debate about
these issues. For the longer that current trends
are allowed to continue, the more it will feed
the cynicism and fear that many Americans are
feeling right now: that they’ll never be able to
repay the debt they took on to go to college;
they’ll never be able to save enough to retire;
they’ll never see their own children land a good
job that supports a family.

And that’s why, even as I will keep on offer-
ing my own ideas for expanding opportunity,
I’ll also keep challenging and welcoming those
who oppose my ideas to offer their own. If Re-
publicans have concrete plans that will actually
reduce inequality, build the middle class, pro-
vide more ladders of opportunity to the poor,
let’s hear them. I want to know what they are.
If you don’t think we should raise the mini-
mum wage, let’s hear your idea to increase
people’s earnings. If you don’t think every
child should have access to preschool, tell us
what you’d do differently to give them a better
shot.

If you still don’t like Obamacare—and I
know you don’t—[laughter]—even though it’s
built on market-based ideas of choice and com-
petition in the private sector, then you should
explain how exactly you’d cut costs and cover
more people and make insurance more secure.
You owe it to the American people to tell us
what you are for, not just what you’re against.
That way we can have a vigorous and meaning-
ful debate. That’s what the American people
deserve. That’s what the times demand. It’s not
enough anymore to just say we should just get

ence tells us, that’s just not true.
Look, I’ve never believed that gover

can solve every problem or should, and n
do you. We know that ultimately our st
is grounded in our people: individua
there, striving, working, making things h
It depends on community, a rich and ge
sense of community; that’s at the core o
happens at THEARC here every day. Y
derstand that turning back rising ine
and expanding opportunity requires p
taking responsibility for their kids, kids 
responsibility to work hard. It require
gious leaders who mobilize their congreg
to rebuild neighborhoods block by blo
quires civic organizations that can help
the unemployed, link them with busines
the jobs of the future. It requires com
and CEOs to set an example by providi
cent wages and salaries and benefits fo
workers and a shot for somebody who is
on his or her luck. We know that
strength: our people, our communitie
businesses.

But government can’t stand on the sid
in our efforts because government is us.
and should reflect our deepest values an
mitments. And if we refocus our energ
building an economy that grows for eve
and gives every child in this country 
chance at success, then I remain confide
the future still looks brighter than the pa
that the best days for this country we lo
still ahead.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you
bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:31 a
his remarks, he referred to Neera T
president, and John D. Podesta, chair, C
for American Progress; Pope Francis; 
Minority Leader A. Mitchell McConne
his sister Maya Soetoro-Ng and mother
Marian Robinson. He also referred to S.
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Remarks at the Affordable Care Act Youth Summit
December 4, 2013
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Hey! Hello, everybody. Hello, hello. Good
to see you. Everybody, sit down. Good after-
noon. Welcome to the White House. This is a
little bit of a rowdy bunch. [Laughter]

The—well, it is wonderful to be with all of
you, and I couldn’t be more appreciative of all
the stuff that you guys are doing all across the
country in your communities, in your organiza-
tions. There was a time when I was a young in-
vincible. [Laughter] After 5 years in this office,
people don’t call me that anymore. [Laughter]

But I just wanted to drop by and say thank
you for everything that you’ve done and will do
to spread the word about the Affordable Care
Act and what it means for young people. About
a year ago, I got a letter from a woman in her
twenties; she had just graduated from law
school. And she wrote: “Thank you for making
health care reform a priority. If you hadn’t, you
probably would have fewer gray hairs right
now.” [Laughter] That’s a good point. But her
story is a reminder that the law was worth a
few gray hairs, because she was one of the 3.1
million young people that this law helped to
cover because they could join their parent’s
plan. And that means that when she was diag-
nosed with a potentially deadly autoimmune
disorder, she got the care she needed: medica-
tions, blood transfusions, ultimately lifesaving
surgery.

She was able to stay in school, graduate first
in her class, find a job in her field. And in the
letter she wrote: “I’m grateful because the Af-
fordable Care Act saved my life. It saved my
family from bankruptcy, and it gave me a fu-
ture.” So that’s what this law is about: health
care that’s there for you when you need it, fi-
nancial protection for you and your family if
you get sick, the security of knowing that an ill-
ness or an accident is not going to completely
derail your dreams.

And there are a lot of benefits that are espe-
cially important to young people. Insurance
companies now have to provide free preventive
care that will help you stay healthy. They’ll
have to provide contraceptive care for women

at no extra cost. If you wanted to take a c
and start your own business or try multi
reers like many young people do—parti
in this economy—before you settle 
you’re not going to have to wonder whe
not you can do that because you’re w
about coverage. When you do settle dow
start a family, maternal care will be cove
you’re a woman, you won’t be charged tw
much as men because you’re the one ca
the baby.

So this law is already making a differen
millions of young people, and it’s about t
millions more. About half a million 
across the country already are poised t
coverage on January 1, some for the ve
time. One recent article reported that 
prisingly large number of young peop
signing up. And there’s a good reason fo
The law works. Most young people with
surance can now get covered for under 
dred bucks a month.

Now, I am not allowed, for security re
to have an iPhone. [Laughter] I don’t
what your bills are. I have noticed that
and Malia seem to spend a lot of time
[Laughter] My suspicion is that for a lot 
between your cable bill, your phone bill,
spending more than a hundred bucks a m
The idea that you wouldn’t want to mak
that you’ve got the health security and fin
security that comes with health insuran
less than that price, you guys are smarte
that. And most young people are as well.

The product is good. It’s affordable. 
want financial stability of health insu
We’re going to keep working through any
es, problems that may come up. Obvious
website, when it was first launched, wa
tiptop shape, to say the least. But we have
24/7, going at it. And now, for the vast m
of users, it’s working. And there will be
things that come up during the course 
next several months, because you’re start
a new program that has an impact on on
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of the economy. This is a “big deal,” to quote Joe
Biden. And so—[laughter].

hospital and you don’t have any coverage, then
somebody else is also going to be paying for it.
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But we’re just going to keep on working on
it and improving it and refining it. And if we
see a problem, we’re going to fix it. But we’re
not repealing it—not as long as I’m Presi-
dent—particularly because the folks who are
criticizing it don’t seem to have any ideas in
terms of how to reduce costs, ensure millions
of people get coverage for the first time, make
sure that insurance is more secure. Those are
things that the law is already doing.

And we’re going to have to just make sure
that people know about it. And that’s why I’m
here, because I need your help. That’s why
you’re here, because you know I need your
help. Believe it or not, there are actually orga-
nizations that are out there working to con-
vince young people not to get insurance.

Now, think about that. That’s a really bizarre
way to spend your money, to try to convince
people not to get health insurance, not to get
free preventive care, not to make sure that
they’re able to survive an accident or an illness.
If I had that much money, I wouldn’t be
spending it that way. And some of these ad
campaigns are backed by well-funded special
interest groups. I assume they’ve got great
health care.

And just remember and remind your friends
and your peers: Imagine what happens if you
get sick, what happens with the massive bills.
I—the people who are running those ads,
they’re not going to pay for your illness. You’re
going to pay for it, or your family is going to
pay for it. And that’s hard to imagine.

Look, I do remember what it’s like being 27
or 28, and aside from the occasional basketball
injury, most of the time I kind of felt like I had
nothing to worry about. Of course, that’s what
most people think until they have something to
worry about. But at that point, oftentimes it’s
too late. And sometimes in this debate, what
we’ve heard are people saying, well, I don’t
need this, I don’t want this. What’s—why are
you impinging on my freedom to do whatever I
want?

And part of what I say to folks when they tell
me that is, if you get sick and you get to the

It may be your family that can’t afford i
may be everybody else who does have 
insurance and is acting responsibly and
sentially subsidizing for your care. And
not what I think most young people want
want to be independent, and this is part o
ing and being, financially and from a 
perspective, secure.

So I’m going to need you all to spre
word about how the Affordable Care Ac
works, what its benefits are, what its p
tions are, and most importantly, how 
can sign up. I know people call this law O
acare. And that’s okay—[laughter]—bec
do care, and—[laughter]—I do. I care
you. I care about families. I care about A
cans.

But no matter how much I care, the tr
is that for your friends and your fami
most important source of information 
going to be me, it’s going to be you. Th
going to trust you. If you’re taking them
website, walking them through it, sayin
at the price you’re able to get, look at the
fits you’re able to get, that’s what’s going
making a difference.

So if you’re a student body president,
a conference on campus. If you work at 
profit, open your doors and use your e-m
to help people learn the facts. If you’ve
radio show, spread the word on air. If y
bartender, have a happy hour—[laugh
and also probably get health insuranc
cause a lot of bartenders don’t have i
something on your Facebook or Inst
You can tweet using the hashtag #getco
But do whatever it takes to make sure 
have the information they need to ma
decision that’s right for them.

If you’re in a State that has its own St
change, they’re probably doing a lot of
ties, and you should plug into those as w
you’re in a State that so far has not deci
set up a State exchange, then obviously, 
make sure that you have all the infor
you need to succeed. But the bottom 
I’m going to need you, and the country
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you. And a lot of your friends and peers, they
may not know that they need you, but if some-

lot of people aren’t worried about on a day-to-
day, constant basis, but then suddenly are des-
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thing happens somewhere down the road
where they really need to get to a hospital or a
doctor, the fact that you have talked to them
and gotten them involved is going to make all
the difference in the world.

And finally, let me just make a broader point
to all the young people here. This whole exer-
cise obviously has huge implications for this
country’s future, because if we can start bring-
ing down health care costs, make sure people
are covered, give people financial security,
that’s good for the economy, it’s good for busi-
nesses, it’s good for the Federal budget.

But I hope you haven’t been discouraged by
how hard it’s been, because stuff that’s worth
it’s always hard. The civil rights movement was
hard. Getting women the right to vote, that was
hard. Making sure that workers had the right
to organize, that was hard. It’s never been easy
for us to change how we do business in this
country and particularly to address needs that a

perately worried about it when a misha
pens.

So this has been the case for Social Se
for Medicare, for all the great social pr
that we’ve made in this country. And I w
to say all that just because my hope is n
that you work hard to help folks get sign
today and tomorrow and next week, but
around the room and I see a lot of leade
are going to be leading the charge well in
future on a whole range of issues. Do
discouraged. Be persistent. You may ge
gray hairs as a consequence—[laughter
I think at the end of the day, you’ll th
worth it. All right?

Thank you, guys. See you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m.
South Court Auditorium of the Dwig
Eisenhower Executive Office Building.

Remarks on the Death of Former President Nelson R. Mandela of S
Africa
December 5, 2013

At his trial in 1964, Nelson Mandela closed
his statement from the dock saying: “I have
fought against White domination, and I have
fought against Black domination. I have cher-
ished the ideal of a democratic and free society
in which all persons live together in harmony
and with equal opportunities. It is an ideal
which I hope to live for and to achieve. But if
needs be, it is an ideal for which I am prepared
to die.”

And Nelson Mandela lived for that ideal,
and he made it real. He achieved more than
could be expected of any man. And today he
has gone home. And we have lost one of the
most influential, courageous, and profoundly
good human beings that any of us will share
time with on this Earth. He no longer belongs
to us, he belongs to the ages.

Through his fierce dignity and unbending
will to sacrifice his own freedom for the free-

dom of others, Madiba transformed Sou
rica and moved all of us. His journey 
prisoner to a President embodied the p
that human beings and countries can c
for the better. His commitment to tr
power and reconcile with those who jaile
set an example that all humanity should
to, whether in the lives of nations or ou
personal lives. And the fact that he did
with grace and good humor and an ab
acknowledge his own imperfections
makes the man that much more rema
As he once said, “I am not a saint, unle
think of a saint as a sinner who keeps 
ing.”

I am one of the countless millions wh
inspiration from Nelson Mandela’s lif
very first political action—the first thing
did that involved an issue or a policy o
tics—was a protest against apartheid. I 
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study his words and his writings. The day he
was released from prison gave me a sense of

example to the world, and that’s Madiba’s lega-
cy to the nation that he loved. 
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what human beings can do when they’re guid-
ed by their hopes and not by their fears. And
like so many around the globe, I cannot fully
imagine my own life without the example that
Nelson Mandela set, and so long as I live, I will
do what I can to learn from him.

To Graça Machel and his family, Michelle
and I extend our deepest sympathy and grati-
tude for sharing this extraordinary man with
us. His life’s work meant long days away from
those who loved him most. And I only hope
that the time spent with him these last few
weeks brought peace and comfort to his family.

To the people of South Africa, we draw
strength from the example of renewal and rec-
onciliation and resilience that you made real. A
free South Africa at peace with itself, that’s an

We will not likely see the likes of N
Mandela again. So it falls to us, as best w
to forward the example that he set: to ma
cisions guided not by hate, but by love; t
er discount the difference that one pers
make; to strive for a future that is worthy
sacrifice. 

For now, let us pause and give thanks 
fact that Nelson Mandela lived: a ma
took history in his hands and bent the
the moral universe towards justice. Ma
bless his memory and keep him in peace

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:25 p.m.
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room 
White House. In his remarks, he refer
Graça Machel, wife of former President
dela.

Remarks at a Hanukkah Reception
December 5, 2013

The President. Hello, everybody! Welcome
to the White House. Now, normally, we just
have one Hanukkah reception, but this year,
we are hosting two, because we have so many
friends to celebrate with, we had to do it twice.
And I’ll be welcoming a whole other group this
evening. Don’t tell them, though, but you’re
my favorite group. [Laughter] It is our own lit-
tle Hanukkah miracle. The party that was sup-
posed to last only 1 hour will go on for 8.
[Laughter] You got that one? [Laughter] 

Now, this is the fifth time I’ve celebrated
Hanukkah as President. But this is my first
“Thanikkah.” Did I say that right? 

Audience member. Thanksgivukkah.
The President. This intersection of two won-

derful holidays has inspired a whole lot of peo-
ple across America; we are delighted to wel-
come a few of them here tonight.

We’ve got 10-year-old Asher Weintraub
from New York City—where’s Asher? Asher
came up with what we believe is the world’s
first-ever menorah shaped like a turkey. It is
called the “menurkey.” [Laughter] Where is
the menurkey? I had it just a second ago.

The First Lady. Wait. You just had it. 
is the menurkey?

The President. We’ve got to bring 
menurkey out here. I’ll continue spe
You’ve got to see this. Thank you, Ash
your spirit and your creativity.

We’ve got Dana Gitell. Where’s Dan
actually coined the term “Thanksgivu
Her sister Deborah—oh, here’s the men

Audience member. Team Thanksgivuk
here!

The President. There we go. [Laught
I’m going to keep this in a special place. 

So Dana, along with her sister Debor
pect this term to catch on around the co
Where are they? 

Hebrew SeniorLife Marketing Special
na Reichman Gitell. Right here. 

The President. There they are. Le
them. Hey, guys. How are you? They’ve
lot of fun with their project. But there is
ous side to it, because they’ve said they 
express their gratitude to America, a
where no matter who you are, you can 
celebrate your faith. And that same spiri
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flected in the menorah that we’re about to
light. 

cles, like the invention of the menurkey.
[Laughter] And then there are big miracles,
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It was designed by Manfred Anson, who was
born in Germany in 1922. And as a child, he
lived through the horrors of Kristallnacht and
later lost a brother to the Holocaust. But Man-
fred escaped, and like the Maccabees at the
center of the Hanukkah story, he fought
against tyranny, serving in the Australian army
during World War II. And like the Maccabees,
after the war was over, he sought a place where
he could live his life and practice his religion
free from fear. So for Manfred and millions
like him, that place was ultimately America. 

And Manfred passed away last year, but dur-
ing his life, he designed this special menorah,
with a model of the Statue of Liberty at the
base of each candle. I don’t know if you’ve no-
ticed that. In a few moments, all nine Lady
Liberties will be shining: a reminder that our
country endures as a beacon of hope and of
freedom wherever you come from, whatever
your faith.

And that beacon stays bright because of
families like the ones that will join me in light-
ing the menorah this evening: the Schmitters.
Now, dad, Jake, could not be here because he’s
deployed in Afghanistan. But we are joined by
his wonderful wife Drew, his daughters Lainey
and Kylie—go ahead and wave, guys. [Laugh-
ter] So, Drew, Lainey, Kylie, I want you to
know how proud we are of not only your dad,
but also of you. And we’re so grateful for the
sacrifices that you make on behalf of our coun-
try every single day.

And tonight we give thanks to all the men
and women in uniform and for their families.
They make tremendous sacrifices on our be-
half, on behalf of our freedom and our securi-
ty: not only of us, but our allies and friends
around the world, including our friends in the
State of Israel. And the commitment and the
courage of our men and women in uniform and
their families is itself a miracle for which we
give thanks.

As the Festival of Lights draws to a close,
let’s take one last chance to think about all the
miracles we’ve been lucky enough to experi-
ence in our own lives. There are small mira-

like the chance to be a part of this great
try. 

The first day of Hanukkah and Thank
won’t overlap again for more than 
years. So it’s safe to say that this was a on
a-lifetime event—[laughter]—unless 
a—really a scientific breakthrough th
don’t know about. But while we never m
again another Thanksgivukkah, I know 
we can show the same resilience as M
Anson and the same resourcefulness as
Asher, as well as Dana and Deborah, a
same strength as military families lik
Schmitters, we will be blessed with many
miracles for years to come.

So thank you, everybody. Happy Han
And now I want to welcome Rabbi A
Lurer, a lieutenant in our Navy, to say a
ing. 

Rabbi Amanda Lurer. Hanukkah fo
ends tonight as the Sun goes down th
ning. But it will always be appropriate fo
we gather to remind ourselves and the w
the meaning of this holiday. So in that sp
this wonderful gathering, we now kind
menorah and recite two blessings. And
kindle the lights, we’ll say—the first one
she-asa nissim blessing, thanking God f
miraculous capability to bring light to the
est corners of the world and for leade
are dedicated to strengthening religiou
doms in our days as in the day of the M
bees. 

The second blessing is shehecheyan
simple yet powerful prayer of thanksgivi
the blessing of life, the gift of light a
privilege to celebrate Hanukkah tog
Please join me. 

[At this point, a Hebrew prayer was s
second prayer was then recited.]

The President. All right. 

[The menorah was lit.]

The President. Well, thank you all ag
being here. We hope you have a won
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celebration. And we can’t stay to party because
I’ve got to go back to work. [Laughter] But I do

The President. Okay. Thank you. Enjoy, ev-
erybody. Thank you. 
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want to make sure that we get a chance to
shake hands with all of you briefly as we go by.
And again, we just want to thank the Schmit-
ters and make sure to tell dad we’re proud of
him too. 

Military spouse Drew Schmitter. Okay. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:31 p.m.
Grand Foyer at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to Deborah Gitel
president of client strategy, Awestruck M
ing Group.

Remarks at a Hanukkah Reception
December 5, 2013

The President. Good evening, everybody.
Welcome to the White House, and happy Ha-
nukkah. I should say that normally we just have
one Hanukkah reception, but this year, we’re
hosting two. We have so many friends to cele-
brate with, we had to do it twice. I welcomed a
whole other group this afternoon. But I want
you—don’t tell them, this is actually my favor-
ite group right here. [Laughter] It’s our own
little Hanukkah miracle: The party was only
last—supposed to last for 1 hour, and it’s lasted
for 8. [Laughter]

I want to welcome so many friends and lead-
ers from throughout the Jewish community.
We are honored to be joined by one-third of
our Supreme Court: Justice Ginsburg; Justice
Kagan, who is here somewhere—there she is;
and Justice Breyer is here. We’ve got some
outstanding Members of Congress, members
of my administration with us, including our
new Director of Jewish Outreach, Matt Nosan-
chuk. Where’s Matt? Matt’s out here some-
where.

I also want to welcome representatives from
the State of Israel who are joining us. I—some
of you recall, I had just an extraordinary, magi-
cal visit to Israel earlier this year and was
proud to reaffirm the alliance between our two
great democracies. I also had the opportunity
to go to an expo where I saw the best of Israeli
technology. And there’s been such a burst of
innovation and creativity that’s taking place, in-
cluding, by the way, I saw a robot that served
me matzah. [Laughter] We were thinking
about having that robot here to serve latkes,
but we couldn’t get him—[laughter]—so may-
be next year. 

Obviously, on a note of seriousness,
tonight our thoughts and prayers are w
Mandela family in South Africa. They’re
ing the loss of a man, a moral giant wh
bodied the dignity and the courage an
hope and sought to bring about justice n
in South Africa, but, I think, to inspire m
around the world. And he did that: th
that every single human being ought to b
and that oppression can end and justi
prevail. 

Supreme Court Associate Justice Rut
er Ginsberg. Yes.

The President. That’s what—[app
That was a Supreme Court Justice wh
“Yes.” [Laughter] So I—that’s what N
Mandela taught us, and it’s that same
that brings us here tonight. 

And over the last 8 days, Jews arou
world have gathered with friends and fa
light the menorah and retell the story th
been kept alive for more than 2,000 year
it’s a story of miracles, of a light that burn
8 days when it should have only lasted
and a people who surmounted overwh
odds to reclaim their historic homeland s
could live their lives in peace and practic
religion in peace.

It’s a story that has been repeated co
times throughout Jewish history. And 
light the candles tonight, we’re reminde
we’re still writing new chapters in that st
day. In 1922, Abraham and Hayyah E
donated this menorah to their congrega
a small town that’s now the Czech Re
And tragically, the Ettingers—and their 
hall—were lost in the Holocaust. 
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Yet even in the face of tragedy, Jewish com-
munities around the world kept alive a light

across the country and the many friends who
have been so supportive to Michelle and my-
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that would not be extinguished: the hope that
freedom would triumph over tyranny. And to-
night we’re honored that the menorah that
once belonged to the Ettingers will be lit by
two Holocaust survivors from the former
Czechoslovakia: Margit Meissner and Martin
Weiss. The triumph they represent and the tri-
umph this menorah represents, the progress
that it represents, the notion that we can join
together here tonight reminds us that we can
never take our blessings for granted and that
we always need to keep working for peace and
the freedom that we seek. 

And that’s why we continue to stand up for
our values around the world. That’s why we
stand alongside and partner with those allies
who share those values, including the State of
Israel. Together with our Israeli friends, we’re
determined to prevent Iran from obtaining a
nuclear weapon. And we’re testing whether it’s
possible through diplomacy to achieve that
goal, understanding that we have to remain
vigilant. 

For the first time in a decade, we’ve halted
the progress of Iran’s nuclear program. And
key parts of the program will be rolled back,
even though the toughest of our sanctions re-
main in place. And that’s good for the world,
and that’s good for Israel. Over the coming
months, we’re going to continue our diploma-
cy, with the goal of achieving a comprehensive
solution that deals with the threat of Iran’s nu-
clear weapons once and for all. And through it
all, as always, our commitment to Israel and its
security will remain iron clad and unshakeable. 

Now, building a future of security and peace
is not easy. But the story of Hanukkah, of sur-
vivors like Margit and Martin—leaders like
Nelson Mandela—remind us that those who
came before us overcame even greater obsta-
cles than those that we face. So let’s take
strength from their struggles and from their
sacrifice. Let’s give thanks for miracles, large
and small. Let’s recommit ourselves to build-
ing a future that shines with hope and freedom
and peace. I want to thank all of you for the
contributions you’ve made to communities

self during these years. 
And with that, I want to welcome 

Joshua Sherwin, a lieutenant in the U
States Navy, to say a blessing. 

Rabbi Joshua Sherwin. Thank you
President. As Hanukkah formally end
evening, it is appropriate for us to gather
mind ourselves and the world the true 
ing of this holiday. In that spirit, at thi
derful gathering, we now kindle the me
and recite two blessings as we kindle
lights: the she-asa nissim, thanking God 
miraculous capability to bring light to the
est corners of the world and for the l
who are dedicated to strengthening re
freedom in our days just as the Maccabe
in ancient ones. 

The second bracha: We’ll all join toge
the shehecheyanu, the simple yet po
prayer of thanks giving for the blessing 
for the gift of light, and for the privilege
ebrating this Hanukkah together. I invi
to join me. 

[At this point, a Hebrew prayer was s
second prayer was then recited, and the
rah was lit. A final blessing was sung. 
then began to play.]

The President. They came in a little la
that’s okay. [Laughter] There is only o
piece of business that I need to do. Th
prepared for us. Some of you may be
that Thanksgiving and the first day of H
kah converge only every 70,000 years. [L
ter] So presumably, this is the first and t
time that this may be used. [Laughter
was prepared for us. This is called a “m
key.” [Laughter] 

And I just wanted to make sure that th
you who were not familiar with the m
key—[laughter]—that we had our own h
the White House. [Laughter] Enjoy the 
tion, everybody. Thank you so much. Go
you. God bless America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:03 p.m.
Grand Foyer at the White House. 
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remarks, he referred to former President Nel-
son R. Mandela of South Africa, who died on

December 5; and Bethesda, MD, residents
Margit Meissner and Martin Weiss.
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Remarks on Lighting the National Christmas Tree
December 6, 2013

Merry Christmas, everybody! Well, this
show is always a great way to get in the holiday
spirit. Every year, I rehearse my own little act,
just in case. But it seems like, yet again, they
couldn’t find space to squeeze me into the pro-
gram. [Laughter] You are lucky I’m not sing-
ing. 

First of all, let me thank Secretary Jewell
and welcome her to her first Christmas tree
lighting. She is doing a great job for our nation-
al parks. She used to run one of America’s big-
gest outdoor recreation companies, and now
she’s charged with protecting the great out-
doors for all of us. So we appreciate her, and
we want to thank Neil Mulholland and the
whole National Park Foundation and National
Park Service team for helping to put this beau-
tiful production together.

Let’s also give it up for Jane Lynch and all
the great performers who are doing an incredi-
ble job putting us in a festive mood tonight.
And to all Americans who are here today and
watching at home, we are so glad to be part of
this wonderful holiday tradition.

For 91 years, the national Christmas tree has
stood as a beacon of light and of promise during
the holiday season. During times of peace and
prosperity, challenge and change, Americans
have gathered around our national tree to kick
off the holiday season and give thanks for ev-
erything that makes this time of year so magi-
cal: spending time with friends and family and
spreading tidings of peace and good will here at
home and around the world.

And this year, we give a special measure of
gratitude for Nelson Mandela, a man who
championed that generosity of spirit. In his life,
he blessed us with tremendous grace and unbe-
lievable courage. And we are all privileged to
live in a world touched by his goodness.

Each Christmas, we celebrate the birth of a
child who came into the world with only a sta-
ble’s roof to shelter Him. But through a life of

humility and the ultimate sacrifice, a life
ed by faith and kindness towards others,
assumed a mighty voice, teaching us less
compassion and charity that have lasted
than two millennia. He ministered to the
He embraced the outcast. He healed th
And in Him we see a living example of
ture that we ought to love others no
through our words, but also through our 

It’s a message both timeless and uni
No matter what god you pray to or if yo
to none at all, we all have a responsib
ourselves and to each other to make a 
ence that is real and lasting. We are our
er’s keeper. We are our sister’s keeper.

And so in this season of generosity
reach out to those who need help the m
this season of reflection, let’s make sur
our incredibly brave servicemembers an
families know how much we appreciat
sacrifice. And there are several military
lies and service men and women here to
We are so grateful to you for all that you

In this season of hope, let us come to
as one people, one family, to ensure tha
doing everything we can to keep Amer
land of endless opportunity and boundle
timism for which we’re so thankful.

So on behalf of Malia, Sasha, Maria
First Lady Michelle, plus Bo and Su
want to wish everybody a Merry Christm
a joyful holiday season. God bless you
bless our troops. God bless the United
of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:16 p.m.
Ellipse at the White House. In his rema
referred to Neil J. Mulholland, preside
chief executive officer, National Park Fo
tion; actor Jane Lynch; and former Pre
Nelson R. Mandela of South Africa, wh
on December 5. He also referred to his
er-in-law Marian Robinson.
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The President’s Weekly Address
December 7, 2013

 is one
ost our
 spend
stom-

 more
ploy-

m try-

ressio-
g ben-
nomic

rtment
dvisers
40,000
r fami-
rrently
ood.
e isn’t
es, it’s
And it
cades,
 seek-
t rate
t eco-

se Re-
 track
have

 fellow
ng for
oking.
attract
 grow.
ing we
nyone
d.
ekend.

proxi-
 Roos-
adcast
made
retary

for re-
Hi, everybody. The holiday season is a time
for remembering the bonds we share and our
obligations to one another as human beings.
But right now more than 1 million of our fel-
low Americans are poised to lose a vital eco-
nomic lifeline just a few days after Christmas if
Congress doesn’t do something about it.

Our top priority as a country should be re-
storing opportunity and broad-based economic
growth for all Americans. And yesterday we
learned that our businesses created about
200,000 jobs in the month of November. That’s
more than 8 million new jobs in the last 45
months. And the unemployment rate fell to its
lowest level in 5 years.

But we need to do everything we can to help
businesses create more good jobs that pay
good wages, even faster. Because the hole that
we’re still digging out of means that there are
still millions of Americans looking for work, of-
ten because they’ve been laid off through no
fault of their own. 

We also have to look out for the Americans
working hard to get those jobs. That’s why, as a
country, we offer temporary unemployment
insurance so that job seekers don’t fall into
poverty and so that when they get that job,
they can bounce back more quickly. 

For many families, it can be the difference
between hardship and catastrophe. It makes a
difference for a mother who suddenly doesn’t
know if she’ll be able to put food on the table for
her kids. It makes a difference for a father who
lost his job and is looking for a new one. Last
year alone, it lifted 2.5 million people out of pov-
erty and cushioned the blow for many more.

But here’s the thing: If Members of Congress
don’t act before they leave on their vacations,
1.3 million Americans will lose this lifeline.
These are people we know. They’re our friends
and neighbors; they sit next to us in church and
volunteer in our communities; their kids play
with our kids. And they include 20,000 veterans
who have served this country with honor. 

If Congress refuses to act, it won’t just hurt
families already struggling, it will actually harm

our economy. Unemployment insurance
of the most effective ways there is to bo
economy. When people have money to
on basic necessities, that means more cu
ers for our businesses and ultimately
jobs. And the evidence shows that unem
ment insurance doesn’t stop people fro
ing hard to find work.

Just this week, the nonpartisan Cong
nal Budget Office predicted that allowin
efits to expire will be a drag on our eco
growth next year. A report by the Depa
of Labor and my Council of Economic A
estimated that it could cost businesses 2
jobs. And without the ability to feed thei
lies or pay the bills, many people cu
looking for work could stop looking for g

So extending unemployment insuranc
just the right thing to do for our famili
the smart thing to do for our economy. 
shouldn’t be a partisan issue. For de
Congress has voted to offer relief to job
ers, including when the unemploymen
was lower than it is today. But now tha
nomic lifeline is in jeopardy, all becau
publicans in this Congress—which is on
to be the most unproductive in history—
so far refused to extend it.

So this holiday season, let’s give our
Americans who are desperately looki
work the help they need to keep on lo
Let’s make it easier for businesses to 
more customers and our economy to
And together, let’s keep doing everyth
can to make this country a place where a
who works hard has a chance to get ahea

Thanks, everybody, and have a great we

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 3:55 p.m. on December 6 in the
evelt Room at the White House for bro
on December 7. The transcript was 
available by the Office of the Press Sec
on December 6, but was embargoed 
lease until 6 a.m. on December 7.
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Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at the Saban Forum
December 7, 2013
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The President. Hello! 
Saban Capital Group Chairman and Chief

Executive Officer Haim Saban. How are you
doing?

The President. I’m good. Hello, everybody.
Mr. Saban. Good. One of your staffers said

you are in a great mood this afternoon, so——
The President. I am.
Mr. Saban. ——we’re doubly blessed here.

So that’s terrific.
I’d like to thank you very much for being

here today, Mr. President. The Forum, on its
10th anniversary, is honored to have you join
us in this conversation. And I am personally
honored that you insisted that I have this con-
versation with you, even though I never set
foot for any conversation for 10 years. [Laugh-
ter] So thank you. I’m very honored.

Shall we start with Iran?
The President. We should.

Iran

Mr. Saban. Okay, good. [Laughter] Mr.
President, polls indicate that 77 percent of Is-
raelis don’t believe this first nuclear deal will
preclude Iran from having nuclear weapons,
and they perceive this fact as an existential
matter for them. What can you say to the Israe-
li people to address their concern?

The President. Well, first, before I answer
the question, let me say to you, Haim, thank
you so much for the great work that you’ve
done. I think the Saban Forum and the Saban
Center has done outstanding work, and it pro-
vides us a mechanism where we don’t just
scratch the surface of these issues. Obviously,
the challenges in the Middle East are enor-
mous, and the work that’s being done here is
terrific.

So I want to also thank Strobe for hosting us
here today and all of you who are here, includ-
ing some outstanding members of the Israeli
Government and some friends that I haven’t
seen in a while. So thanks for having me.

Let me start with the basic premise th
said repeatedly. It is in America’s natio
curity interests, not just Israel’s national 
ty interests or the region’s national secu
terests, to prevent Iran from getting a n
weapon. 

And let’s remember where we were w
first came into office. Iran had gone fro
ing less than 200 centrifuges to having
sands of centrifuges, in some cases mo
vanced centrifuges. There was a progra
had advanced to the point where their 
out capacity had accelerated in ways th
had been concerned about for quite
time, and as a consequence, what I said
team and what I said to our internationa
ners was that we are going to have to be
more serious about how we change th
benefit analysis for Iran.

We put in place an unprecedented r
of sanctions that has crippled Iran’s eco
cut their oil revenues by more than hal
put enormous pressure on their currency
economy contracted by more than 5 p
last year. And it is precisely because of 
ternational sanctions and the coalition t
were able to build internationally that t
nian people responded by saying, we n
new direction in how we interact with 
ternational community and how we dea
this sanctions regime. And that’s what b
President Rouhani to power. He was no
essarily the first choice of the hardliners
of Iran.

Now, that doesn’t mean that we shoul
him or anybody else inside of Iran. This 
gime that came to power swearing opp
to the United States, to Israel, and to m
the values that we hold dear. But wh
consistently said is, even as I don’t take a
tions off the table, what we do have to
the possibility that we can resolve thi
diplomatically. And that is the deal that,
first stages, we have been able to get d
Geneva, thanks to some extraordinary w
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John Kerry and his counterparts in the P–5-
plus-1.

Mr. Saban. How do we prevent those who
work with us in Geneva, who are already de-
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So let’s look at exactly what we’ve done. For
the first time in over a decade, we have halted
advances in the Iranian nuclear program. We
have not only made sure that in Fordo and Na-
tanz that they have to stop adding additional
centrifuges, we’ve also said that they’ve got to
roll back their 20-percent advanced enrich-
ment. So we’re——

Mr. Saban. To how much?
The President. Down to zero. So you re-

member when Prime Minister Netanyahu
made his presentation before the United Na-
tions last year——

Mr. Saban. The cartoon with the red line?
The President. Well, the picture of a bomb.

He was referring to 20-percent enrichment,
which the concern was if you get too much of
that, you now have sufficient capacity to go
ahead and create a nuclear weapon. We’re tak-
ing that down to zero. We are stopping the ad-
vancement of the Arak facility, which would
provide an additional pathway, a plutonium
pathway, for the development of nuclear weap-
ons. 

We are going to have daily inspectors in
Fordo and Natanz. We’re going to have addi-
tional inspections in Arak. And as a conse-
quence, during this 6-month period, Iran can-
not and will not advance its program or add ad-
ditional stockpiles of advanced uranium—en-
riched uranium. 

Now, what we’ve done in exchange is kept
all these sanctions in place; the architecture re-
mains with respect to oil, with respect to fi-
nance, with respect to banking. What we’ve
done is, we’ve turned the spigot slightly, and
we’ve said, here’s maximum $7 billion out of
the over a hundred billion dollars of revenue of
theirs that is frozen as a consequence of our
sanctions, to give us the time and the space to
test whether they can move in a direction, a
comprehensive, permanent agreement that
would give us all assurances that they’re not
producing nuclear weapons.

Mr. Saban. I understand. A quick question
as it relates to the $7 billion, if I may.

The President. Please.

scended on Tehran looking for deals, to
the 7 to become 70? 

The President. Well, I——
Mr. Saban. Because we can control w

do, but what is the extent that we can c
the others?

The President. Well, Haim, this is pr
why the timing of this was right. One 
things we were always concerned abo
that if we did not show good faith in tr
resolve this issue diplomatically, then the
tions regime would begin to fray. 

Keep in mind that this was 2 years 
traordinary diplomatic work on behalf 
team to actually get the sanctions in 
They’re not just the unilateral sanction
are created by the United States. The
sanctions that are also participated in b
sia, by China, and some allies of ours like
Korea and Japan that find these sanction
costly. But that’s precisely why they’ve b
so effective.

And so what we’ve said is that we 
loosen any of the core sanctions; we pro
small window through which they can 
some revenue, but we can control it, an
reversible. And during the course of t
months, if and when Iran shows itself no
abiding by this agreement, not to be ne
ing in good faith, we can reverse the
tighten them even further.

But here is the bottom line. Ultimate
goal as President of the United States—
thing that I’ve said publicly and private
shared everywhere I’ve gone—is to p
Iran from getting a nuclear weapon. Bu
I’ve also said is, the best way for us to p
Iran from getting a nuclear weapons i
comprehensive, verifiable, diplomatic 
tion, without taking any other options 
table if we fail to achieve that.

It is important for us to test that prop
during the next 6 months, understandin
while we’re talking, they’re not secret
proving their position or changing c
stances on the ground inside of Iran. An
the end of 6 months, it turns out that w
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make a deal, we’re no worse off, and in fact, we
have greater leverage with the international

around the Iran nuclear program that is un-
precedented and unique. That doesn’t mean
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community to continue to apply sanctions and
even strengthen them.

Mr. Saban. Good.
The President. If, on the other hand, we’re

able to get this deal done, then what we can
achieve through a diplomatic resolution of this
situation is, frankly, greater than what we could
achieve with the other options that are avail-
able to us.

Mr. Saban. Let’s all hope we get there.
The President. Absolutely.

Nuclear Proliferation/Iran

Mr. Saban. You have hosted Passover din-
ners at the White House.

The President. I have.
Mr. Saban. And you know this famous say-

ing, “Why is this night different than any other
night?” In that context, I would like to ask you
a question.

The President. Please.
Mr. Saban. With best intentions and all ef-

forts, President Reagan vowed that Pakistan
would not go nuclear. Didn’t happen. With
best intentions and all efforts, President Clin-
ton vowed that North Korea—who are—won’t
go nuclear. Why is this nuclear deal different
than any other nuclear deal? [Laughter]

The President. Well, we don’t know yet. No,
we don’t know yet. I think it’s important for ev-
erybody to understand, this is hard. Because
the technology of the nuclear cycle, you can
get off the Internet; the knowledge of creating
a nuclear weapon is already out there. And
Iran is a large country, and it is a relatively
wealthy country, and so we have to take seri-
ously the possibility that they are going to try to
get a nuclear weapon. That’s what this whole
exercise is about. 

Having said that, if you look at the history,
by the time we got an agreement with North
Korea, they essentially already had a nuclear
weapon. With respect to Pakistan, there was
never the kinds of inspection regimes and in-
ternational sanctions and U.N. resolutions that
were in place. We have been able to craft an
international effort and verification mechanism

it’s easy. And that’s why we have to take 
ously.

But I think one of the things that I
peatedly said when people ask, why sho
try to negotiate with them, we can’t trust
we’re being naive, what I try to descr
them is not the choice between this de
the ideal, but the choice between this de
other alternatives. 

I mean, if I had an option, if we could
an option in which Iran eliminated every
nut and bolt of their nuclear program an
swore the possibility of ever having a n
program and, for that matter, got rid of
military capabilities, I would take it. But

Mr. Saban. Next question——
The President. But—sorry, Haim, I w

make sure everybody understands it—th
ticular option is not available. And so as
sequence, what we have to do is to mak
cision as to, given the options available, w
the best way for us to assure that Iran do
get a nuclear weapon. 

And the best way for us to assure it is
this diplomatic path, understanding th
not based on trust, it’s based on what w
verify. And it also, by the way, does not 
the fact that Iran is engaging in a whole 
of other behavior in the Middle Ea
around the world that is detrimental 
United States and detrimental to Israel. 

And we will continue to contest their 
where they’re engaging in terrorism, 
they’re being disruptive to our friends a
allies. We will not abide by any threats 
friends and allies in the region, and 
made that perfectly clear. And our co
ment to Israel’s security is sacrosanct, an
understand that. They don’t have any 
about that. 

But if we can negotiate on the nuclea
gram in the same way that Ronald Reag
able to negotiate with the Soviet Union
as we were still contesting them arou
world, that removes one more threat—
critical, existential threat—takes it out o
arsenal. And it allows us then to ultima
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think, win them—defeat some of their agenda
throughout the region without worrying that

But ultimately, it is my view, from a tactical
perspective, that we have to test out this prop-
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clear arms race in the most volatile part of the
world.

Israel/Iran

Mr. Saban. Unfortunately, you’re right: It
would. So Tom Friedman had an interesting
perspective in one of his columns. He said:
“Never negotiate with Iran without some le-
verage and some crazy on your side. We have
to outcrazy the crazies.” Do you think he has a
point? [Laughter] 

The President. Well, the—Tom is a very
smart observer. And I know that my friend, Bi-
bi, is going to be speaking later, and if Tom
wants to characterize Bibi the way you just de-
scribed, that’s his——

Mr. Saban. I didn’t say that.
The President. ——that’s his prerogative,

that’s not my view. [Laughter] 
Prime Minister Netanyahu and I have had

constant consultations on these issues through-
out the last 5 years. And something that I think
bears repeating: The United States military co-
operation with Israel has never been stronger.
Our intelligence cooperation with Israel has
never been stronger. Our support of Israel’s
security has never been stronger. Whether
you’re talking about Iron Dome, whether
you’re talking about trying to manage the situa-
tion in Gaza a little over a year ago, across the
board, our coordination on the concrete issues
facing Israel’s security has never been stron-
ger. And that’s not just my opinion, I think
that’s something that can be verified.

There are times where I, as President of the
United States, am going to have different tacti-
cal perspectives than the Prime Minister of Is-
rael, and that is understandable, because Israel
cannot contract out its security. In light of the
history that the people of Israel understand all
too well, they have to make sure that they are
making their own assessments about what they
need to do to protect themselves. And we re-
spect that. And I have said that consistently to
the Prime Minister. 

osition. It will make us stronger internati
and it may possibly lead to a deal that—
have to show to the world—in fact assu
that Iran is not getting a nuclear weapon

It’s not as if there’s going to be a lot
pacity to hide the ball here. We’re going
able to make an assessment, because th
be subject to the P–5-plus-1 and the in
tional community looking at the details
ery aspect of a potential final deal, and
consulting with all our friends, including
in terms of what would that end state loo
And if we can’t get there, then no deal is
than a bad deal. But presuming that it’s
to be a bad deal and, as a consequenc
even trying for a deal, I think, would be
mistake.

Mr. Saban. Well, personally, I find a
comfort in the fact that even though the
ed States and Israel may have red lines 
ferent places, we are on the same place
as the bottom line goes——

The President. Absolutely.
Mr. Saban. ——and Iran will not ha

clear weapons. Fair to say?
The President. Absolutely. That is mor

fair.
Mr. Saban. Good. Thank you. Shou

move to the Israeli-Palestinian situation?
The President. We should.
Mr. Saban. Okay. [Laughter] Very ob

President I have here today. [Laughter] 
The President. You—this is the Saba

rum, so you’re in charge. [Laughter]
Mr. Saban. I wish. [Laughter]
The President. Or Cheryl is in charge.
Mr. Saban. You’re more on now, Mr.

dent. 
The President. That’s exactly right.
Mr. Saban. It is Cheryl who is in char

Arab-Israeli Peace Process

Mr. Saban. Anyway. [Laughter] First
before I ask the first question, I would 
miss if I didn’t, from the bottom of my
thank you for your continuous effort to a
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peace in the Middle East. Thank you so very
much. 

even when it’s scary, you—it’s actually easier to
go up than it is to go down. And I think that
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The President. I appreciate it. Thank you.
Mr. Saban. So people talk about an imposed

American solution. We’ve heard these rumors
rumbling around for a while. The U.S. has al-
ways said it doesn’t want to impose. What
would you propose?

The President. Well, first of all, this is a chal-
lenge that we’ve been wrestling with for 60
years. And what I’ve consistently said is that
the only way this is going to be resolved is if the
people of Israel and the Palestinian people
make a determination that their futures and
the futures of their children and grandchildren
will be better off with peace than with conflict.
The United States can be an effective facilita-
tor of that negotiation and dialogue; we can
help to bridge differences and bridge gaps. But
both sides want—have to want to get there.

And I have to commend Prime Minister Ne-
tanyahu and President Abbas for the coura-
geous efforts that have led to very serious con-
versations over the last several months. They
are not easy. But they come down to what we
all know are going to be the core issues: territo-
ry, security, refugees, Jerusalem.

And there are not a lot of secrets or surpris-
es at this point. We know what the outlines of a
potential agreement might look like. And the
question then becomes, are both sides willing
to take the very tough political risks involved if
their bottom lines are met? 

For the Palestinians, the bottom line is that
they have a state of their own that is real and
meaningful. For the Israelis, the bottom line is,
to a large extent, is the State of Israel as a Jew-
ish state secure? And those issues have been
spoken about over the last several months in
these negotiations in a very serious way. And I
know Tzipi Livni is here and has been partici-
pating in that, and we’re very grateful for her
efforts there.

And I think it is possible, over the next sev-
eral months, to arrive at a framework that does
not address every single detail, but gets us to a
point where everybody recognizes, better to
move forward than move backwards. Some-
times, when you’re climbing up a mountain,

we’re now at a place where we can ach
two-state solution in which Israelis and
tinians are living side by side in peace a
curity. But it’s going to require som
tough decisions.

One thing I have to say, though, is, w
spent a lot of time working with Prime 
ter Netanyahu and his entire team to 
stand from an Israeli perspective what
quired for the security of Israel in such
nario. And we—going back to what I said
er—we understand that we can’t dict
Israel what it needs for its security. Bu
we have done is to try to understand 
then see through a consultative proce
there ways that, through technology, th
additional ideas, we can potentially prov
that. 

And I assigned one of our top former 
als, John Allen, who used to—most re
headed up the entire coalition effort 
ghanistan. He’s retired now, but he was 
to take on this mission, and he’s been w
to examine the entire set of challenges a
security. If——

Mr. Saban. Has he concluded anythin
The President. Well, he’s come up 

has arrived at the conclusion that it is p
to create a two-state solution that preser
rael’s core security needs.

Now, that’s his conclusion, but ultim
he’s not the decisionmaker here. Prime 
ter Netanyahu and the Israeli military a
telligence folks have to make that dete
tion. And ultimately, the Palestinians h
also recognize that there is going to be a 
tion period where the Israeli people can
pect a replica of Gaza in the West Bank
is unacceptable. And I think we believe t
can arrive at that point where Israel was
dent about that, but we’re going to have
whether the Israelis agree and whether
dent Abbas, then, is willing to understan
this transition period requires some re
on the part of the Palestinians as well
don’t get everything that they want on da
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And that creates some political problems for
President Abbas, as well.

that’s something that the young people of Ga-
za are going to want. And the pressure that
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Mr. Saban. Yes. Well, I’ll save my next ques-
tion of what was the reaction of the Prime
Minister to General Allen for John Kerry. 

The President. Yes, ask John Kerry or ask the
Prime Minister.

Mr. Saban. Okay.
The President. I don’t want to speak for him.

[Laughter] 
Mr. Saban. They won’t tell me, but okay.

[Laughter] 
The President. That’s probably true. 

Palestinian Territories/Arab-Israeli Peace Process

Mr. Saban. My last question.
The President. Yes.
Mr. Saban. The Palestinians are two people:

one in the West Bank, led by President Abbas,
that is negotiating the deal; and one in Gaza,
led by Hamas, that wants to eradicate Israel
from the face of the Earth. President Abbas, as
far as I know, says he won’t make a deal that
doesn’t include Gaza, which he doesn’t control.
How do we get out from this labyrinth?

The President. Well, I think this is going to
have to happen in stages. But here’s what I
know from my visits to Israel, my visits to the
West Bank: There are people of good will on
both sides that recognize the status quo is not
sustainable over the long term, and as a conse-
quence, it is in the interests of both the Israelis
and Palestinians to resolve this issue.

There are young people, teenagers that I
met both in Israel and in the Palestinian Terri-
tories that want to get out from under this his-
tory and seek a future that is fundamentally
different for them. And so if in fact we can
create a pathway to peace, even if initially it’s
restricted to the West Bank, if there is a model
where young Palestinians in Gaza are looking
and seeing that in the West Bank, Palestinians
are able to live in dignity with self-determina-
tion, and suddenly, their economy is booming
and trade is taking place because they have
created an environment in which Israel is con-
fident about its security and a lot of the old
barriers to commerce and educational ex-
change and all that has begun to break down,

will be placed for the residents of Gaza
perience that same future is something
going to be, I think, overwhelmingly a
ing.

But that is probably going to take plac
ing the course of some sort of transition p
And the security requirements that Isr
quires will have to be met. And I think 
able—that we can accomplish that, bu
mately, it’s going to be something that re
everybody to stretch out of their c
zones. 

And I do—the one thing I will say 
people of Israel is that you can be as
whoever is in the office I currently o
Democrat or Republican, that your s
will be uppermost on our minds. That w
change. And that should not mean you
on your vigilance in terms of wanting t
out for your own country. It does—it 
give you some comfort, though, that yo
the most powerful nation on Earth a
closest friend and ally. And that commitm
going to be undiminished.

Q. That was my last question.
The President. I promised—we w

something backstage where as long as H
questions weren’t too long, I’d take a cou
questions from the audience. And he w
disciplined—[laughter]—so let me take 
two.

This gentleman right here. 
Q. Mr. President——
The President. Well, why don’t you ge

crophone so everybody can hear you?

Iran

Q. My name is Amos Yadlin. I used t
general in the Israeli Air Force, in intelli
and now running a think tank in Te
Looking into the future agreement with 
put behind me the initial agreement——

The President. Right.
Q. ——and what is really important is

nal agreement. Two questions. What is t
rameters that you are—see as a red line
sure that Iran will be moving forward—m
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backward, rolling back from the bomb as much
as possible? And what is your plan B if an

said, we’ll destroy every element and facility
and you name it, it’s all gone. I can envision a
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agreement cannot be reached?
The President. Well, the—with respect to

the end state, I want to be very clear: There’s
nothing in this agreement or document that
grants Iran a right to enrich. We’ve been very
clear that given its past behavior and given ex-
isting U.N. resolutions and previous violations
by Iran of its international obligations, that we
don’t recognize such a right, and if by the way,
negotiations break down, there will be no addi-
tional international recognition that’s been ob-
tained, this deal goes away, and we’re back to
where we were before the Geneva agreement,
subject—and then Iran will continue to be
subject to all the sanctions that we’ve been put-
ting—we put in place in the past, and we may
seek additional ones.

But I think what we have said is, we can en-
vision a comprehensive agreement that in-
volves extraordinary constraints and verifica-
tion mechanisms and intrusive inspections, but
that permits Iran to have a peaceful nuclear
program. 

Now, in terms of specifics, we know that
they don’t need to have a underground, forti-
fied facility like Fordo in order to have a
peaceful nuclear program. They certainly don’t
need a heavy water reactor at Arak in order to
have a peaceful nuclear program. They don’t
need some of the advanced centrifuges that
they currently possess in order to have a limit-
ed, peaceful nuclear program.

And so the question ultimately is going to
be, are they prepared to roll back some of the
advancements that they’ve made that would
not justify—or could not be justified by simply
wanting some modest, peaceful nuclear power,
but frankly, hint at a desire to have breakout
capacity and go right to the edge of breakout
capacity. And if we can move that significantly
back, then that is, I think, a net win.

Now, you’ll hear arguments, including po-
tentially from the Prime Minister, that says we
can’t accept any enrichment on Iranian soil.
Period. Full stop. End of conversation. And
this takes me back to the point I made earlier.
One can envision an ideal world in which Iran

world in which Congress passed every 
my bills that I put forward. [Laughter] I
there are a lot of things that I can envisio
would be wonderful. [Laughter] But pr
because we don’t trust the nature of the
an regime, I think that we have to be m
alistic and ask ourselves, what puts u
strong position to assure ourselves that 
not having a nuclear weapon and that 
protected? What is required to acco
that, and how does that compare to oth
tions that we might take?

And it is my strong belief that we can
sion a end state that gives us an assuran
even if they have some modest enrichm
pability, it is so constrained and the inspe
are so intrusive that they, as a practical m
do not have breakout capacity. 

Theoretically, they might still have 
But frankly, theoretically, they will alway
some, because, as I said, the technology 
available to any good physics student at
much any university around the world
they have already gone through the cycle
point where the knowledge, we’re not go
be able to eliminate. But what we can
eliminate the incentive for them to wan
this.

And with respect to what happens 
breaks down, I mean, I won’t go into de
will say that if we cannot get the kind o
prehensive end state that satisfies us a
world community and the P–5-plus-1, th
pressure that we’ve been applying on the
the options that I’ve made clear I can av
self of, including a military option, is on
we would consider and prepare for. And
always said that. So that does not change

But, last point I’ll make on this, when
people who criticize the Geneva deal 
got to be all or nothing, I would just r
them, if it’s nothing, if we did not even 
this next 6 months to do this, all the br
capacity we’re concerned about would a
ate during that 6 months. Arak would b
ther along. The advanced centrifuges 
have been put in place. They’d be that
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closer to breakout capacity 6 months from
now. And that’s why I think it’s important for

he’s more charming. I think that understates
the shift in politics that took place in this elec-
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us to try to test this proposition.
I’ll take a couple more. Yes, sir. Right over

here.

Iran

Q. Mr. President, Boaz Bismuth, Israeli
journalist from Israel Hayom daily newspaper.
Mr. President, I covered the negotiations with
Iran—nuclear negotiations: Geneva 2009, Is-
tanbul 2010. And I came back now from Gene-
va again, where you could see the big change
was not only on Iran’s side, but also on the
P–5-plus-1 side, meaning they were very eager
to get—to reach an agreement. Coming back
from Geneva, we learned, and some of us had
known before, the secret talks America had
with Iran. And we know the concern you have
on the Israeli security; we’re very grateful. But
how does it coincide with your secret negotia-
tions Washington had with Tehran? Thank
you.

The President. The truth is, is that, without
going into the details, there weren’t a lot of se-
cret negotiations. Essentially, what hap-
pened—and we were very clear and transpar-
ent about this—is that from the time I took of-
fice, I said we would reach out to Iran and we
would let them know we’re prepared to open
up a diplomatic channel. After Rouhani was
elected, there was some acceleration leading
up to the U.N. General Assembly. You’ll recall
that Rouhani was engaging in what was termed
a charm offensive. I mean, he was going
around talking to folks. And at that point, it
made sense for us to see, all right, how serious
are you potentially about having these conver-
sations?

They did not get highly substantive in the
first several meetings, but were much more ex-
ploring how much room, in fact, did they have
to get something done. And then as soon as
they began to get more technical, at that point,
they converged with the P–5-plus-1 discus-
sions.

I will say this: The fact of Rhouhani’s elec-
tion, it’s been said that there’s no difference
between him and Ahmadi-nejad except that

tion. Obviously, Rouhani is part of the I
establishment, and I think we have to a
that his ideology is one that is hostile 
United States and to Israel. But what h
represents is the desire on the part of the
an people for a change of direction. A
should not underestimate or entirely dis
shift in how the Iranian people want to in
with the world.

There’s a lot of change that’s going to 
ing place in the Middle East over the n
cade. And wherever we see the impuls
people to move away from conflict, vio
and towards diplomatic resolution of co
we should be ready and prepared to e
them—understanding, though, that, ult
ly, it’s not what you say, it’s what you do.

And we have to be vigilant about ma
ing our security postures, not be naive
the dangers that an Iranian regime pose
them wherever they’re engaging in ter
or actions that are hostile to us or our
But we have to not constantly assume t
not possible for Iran, like any coun
change over time. It may not be likely. 
asked me, what is the likelihood that we’
to arrive at the end state that I was ju
scribing earlier, I wouldn’t say that it’s
than 50–50. But we have to try.

Last question. And I think it’s—youn
right there. 

Israel/Iran/International Diplomacy

Q. Mr. President, my name is Ilana D
I’m a reporter for Israeli Channel 2. 
been listening to your analysis of the I
deal, and I can only imagine a differ
slightly different analysis given by our 
Minister Netanyahu. 

The President. I think that’s probably 
bet. That’s more than 50–50. [Laughter]

Q. Israelis are known for their unde
ment. [Laughter] And I try to imagine 
versation between you two. And he wou
you, Mr. President, I see this deal as a h
mistake—which he has already stated——

The President. Yes.
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Q. ——and I think it’s the worst deal the
West could have gotten. 

But the point is that my preference was al-
ways to resolve the issue diplomatically. And it
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The President. Right.
Q. And you would have told him, Bibi, that’s

where you go wrong. What would you have
told him? That’s one thing. And then, perhaps
to understand the essence of your conversa-
tion, he would ask you, Mr. President, is there
one set of circumstances under which you will
order your B–52s to strike in Iran? What would
you tell him? [Laughter] Is there any set of cir-
cumstances in which you will order your fight-
er pilots to strike in Iran? What would you tell
the Prime Minister?

The President. Well, the—let me make a
couple of points. Number one, obviously, the
conversations between me and the Prime Min-
ister are for me and the Prime Minister, not for
an audience like this. And I will say that Bibi
and I have very candid conversations, and
there are occasionally significant tactical dis-
agreements, but there is a constancy in trying
to reach the same goal. And in this case, that
goal is to make sure that Iran does not have a
nuclear weapon.

As President of the United States, I don’t go
around advertising the circumstances in which
I order pilots to launch attacks. That, I think,
would be bad practice. [Laughter] I also would
say, though, that when the President of the
United States says that he doesn’t take any op-
tions off the table, that should be taken seri-
ously. And I think I have a track record over
the last 5 years that indicates that that should
be taken seriously.

It’s interesting, in the region, there was this
interesting interpretation of what happened
with respect to Syria. I said it’s a problem for
Syria to have chemical weapons that it uses on
its own citizens. And when we had definitive
proof that it had, I indicated my willingness po-
tentially to take military action. The fact that we
ultimately did not take military action in some
quarters was interpreted as, ah, you see, the
President is not willing to take military action,
despite the fact that I think Mr. Qadhafi would
have a different view of that, or Mr. bin Laden.
But given—be that as it may, that was yesterday,
what have you done for me lately? [Laughter]

turns out, lo and behold, that Syria now i
ally removing its chemical weapons that
months ago it denied it even possessed a
provided a comprehensive list, and the
already begun taking these weapons out 
ia. And although that does not solve the
situation inside of Syria, it turns out th
moving those chemical weapons will m
safer, and it will make Israel safer, and
make the Syrian people safer, and it wil
the region safer.

And so I do not see military action as 
in—unto itself. Military action is one to
we have in a toolkit that includes diplom
achieving our goals, which is ultimately o
curity. 

And I think if you want to summari
difference, in some ways, between myse
the Prime Minister on the Geneva is
think what this comes down to is the p
tion, potentially, that if we just kept on t
up the pressure—new sanctions, more
tions, more military threats, et cetera
eventually, Iran would cave. And wh
tried to explain is two points. One is th
reason the sanctions have been so effec
because we set them up in a painstakin
ion—the reason they’ve been effective
cause other countries had confidence t
were not imposing sanctions just for the 
sanctions, but we were imposing sanctio
the sake of trying to actually get Iran to 
ble and resolve the issue. And if the perc
internationally was that we were not in
faith trying to resolve the issue diploma
that, more than anything, would actually
to fray the edges of the sanctions r
That’s point number one.

And point number two—I’ve alread
this before—you have to compare th
proach that we’re taking now with the a
tives. The idea that Iran, given everyth
know about their history, would just co
to get more and more nervous about
sanctions and military threats and ulti
just say, okay, we give in, I think does n
flect an honest understanding of the I
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people or the Iranian regime. And I say that—
by the way, I’m not just talking about the hard-

All right? 
Well, thank you very much. I enjoyed this. 
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liners inside of Iran. I think even the so-called
moderates or reformers inside of Iran would
not be able to simply say, we will cave and do
exactly what the U.S. and the Israelis say. 

They are going to have to have a path in
which they feel that there is a dignified resolu-
tion to this issue. That’s a political requirement
of theirs, and that, I suspect, runs across the
political spectrum. And so for us to present a
door that serves our goals and our purposes,
but also gives them the opportunity to, in a dig-
nified fashion, reenter the international com-
munity and change the approach that they’ve
taken—at least, on this narrow issue, but one
that is of extraordinary importance to all of
us—is an opportunity that we should grant
them.

Mr. Saban. Thank you so much. Than
Mr. President. You’ve been very generou

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:13 p.m.
Willard Washington D.C. hotel. In h
marks, he referred to Strobe Talbott,
dent, Brookings Institution; Prime M
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel; Thom
Friedman, columnist, New York Times; 
Saban, wife of Mr. Saban; President Mah
Abbas of the Palestinian Authority; Mini
Justice Tzipora Livni of Israel; Gen. Jo
Allen, USMC (Ret.), in his capacity a
Special Envoy on Security Issues in the M
East; and former President Mahmud Ah
nejad of Iran. 

Remarks at the Kennedy Center Honors Reception
December 8, 2013

Well, good evening, everyone. On behalf of
Michelle and myself, welcome to the White
House. This is truly one of our favorite nights
of the year and not just because of everyone
who visits the White House; this group also
usually wins best dressed award. [Laughter] All
of you look spectacular. I am a little disap-
pointed that Carlos Santana wore one of his
more conservative shirts this evening. [Laugh-
ter] Back in the day, you could see those things
from space. [Laughter]

I want to start by thanking everyone who
dedicates themselves to making the Kennedy
Center such a wonderful place for the Ameri-
can people to experience the arts: David Ru-
benstein, the Kennedy Center trustees, and of
course, Michael Kaiser, who will conclude 13
years of tremendous service as the President of
the Kennedy Center next year. So on behalf of
Michelle and myself, we want to all thank Mi-
chael so much for the extraordinary work that
he has done.

As always, this celebration wouldn’t be what
it is without the enthusiasm of the Cochair of
the President’s Committee on the Arts and
Humanities, George Stevens. George. [Ap-

plause] And his son Michael. And togeth
years they’ve put on this event to honor t
ists whose brilliance has touched our live

President Kennedy once said of suc
ative genius that, “The highest duty of th
er, the composer, the artist is to remain 
himself and to let the chips fall wher
may.” Now, that’s easy to say when—as t
for these artists—the chips usually fall i
favor, whether at Woodstock or the Os
elite venues all over the world.

But the fact is that the diverse group
traordinary individuals we honor today h
just proven themselves to be the best 
best. Despite all their success, all their
they’ve remained true to themselves a
spired the rest of us to do the same.

Now, growing up in Harlem, Marti
royo’s parents told her she could be a
anything. That was, until she said th
wanted to be an opera singer. [Laughte
father—perhaps not fully appreciating th
satility required of an opera singer—s
didn’t want his daughter to be like a c
girl. [Laughter] In her neighborhood
then, opera was not the obvious caree
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And there weren’t a lot of opera singers who
looked like her that she could look up to.

years ago, he became the first jazz artist in 43
years to win a Grammy for best album.
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But Martina had a dream she couldn’t
shake, so she auditioned relentlessly and
jumped at any role she could get. Along the
way, she earned money by teaching and work-
ing as a social worker in New York City. And
when she got a call from the Metropolitan Op-
era asking her to fill in the lead for “Aida,” she
was sure it was just a friend pulling her leg. It
wasn’t until they called back that she realized
the request was real, and she just about fell
over in shock. But in that breakout role, she
won fans around the world, beloved for her
tremendous voice and unparalleled grace.

Martina has sung the great roles: Mozart’s
Donna Anna, Puccini’s Madame Butterfly,
Verdi’s Lady Macbeth, and of course, Aida.
She’s played the world’s stages, from Cincinna-
ti to Paris to Israel. She’s broken through barri-
ers, broadening our notion of what magnificent
artists look like and where they come from.

And along the way, she’s helped people of
all ages, all over the world, discover the art
form that she loves so deeply. For a lot of folks,
it was Martina Arroyo who helped them see
and hear and love the beauty and power of op-
era. And with her charitable foundation, she is
nurturing the next generation of performers:
smart, talented, driven, and joyous, just like
her. For moving us with the power of her voice
and empowering others to share theirs too, we
honor Martina Arroyo.

Now, Herbie Hancock played his first con-
certo with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra
when he was 11 years old. Two years later, he
heard a classmate play jazz piano at a variety
show and thought: “That’s my instrument, and
he can do that? Why can’t I?” It turned out, he
could. [Laughter]

By 23, Herbie was playing with Miles Davis
in New York and on his way to becoming a jazz
legend. And he didn’t stop there. In the seven-
ties, he put his electrical engineering studies to
work and helped create electronic music. In
the eighties, his hit “Rockit” became an an-
them for a fledging new genre called hip-hop.
At one recent show, he played alongside an
iMac and five iPads. [Laughter] And a few

But what makes Herbie so special isn
how he approaches music, it’s how h
proaches life. He tours the world as a U
CO Goodwill Ambassador. He’s done so
benefit concerts that Joni Mitchell onc
him a watch inscribed with the word
played real good for free.” [Laughter] A
know this because he’s played here for
lot. [Laughter] We work Herbie, I’m 
you. [Laughter]

But we just love the man. Michelle
love this man, not just because he’s from
cago. Not just because he and I had the
hairdo in the 1970s. [Laughter] Not ju
cause he’s got that spooky Dorian 
doesn’t-get-older thing going on. [Laugh
is his spirit, it is his energy—which is rel
and challenging—and he’s always p
boundaries. Herbie once said of his o
“We’re going to see some unbelievable 
es. And I would rather be on the side of
ing for that than waiting for somebody 
do it.”

Well, Herbie, we are glad that you
wait for somebody else to do what you’ve
because nobody else could. For always p
us forward, we honor Herbie Hancock. 

When a 22-year-old Carlos Santana to
stage at Woodstock, few people outsi
hometown of San Francisco knew who h
And the feeling was mutual. Carlos was i
a—shall we say—altered state of mind t
remembers almost nothing about the
performers. [Laughter] He thought the n
his guitar was an electric snake. [Laught

But that did not stop Carlos and hi
from whipping the crowd into such a 
with a mind-blowing mix of blues and ja
R&B and Latin music. They’d never 
anything like it. And almost overnight, 
Santana became a star.

It was a pretty steep climb for a youn
who grew up in Mexico, playing the vio
tourists, charging 50 cents a song. Bu
teenager, Carlos fell in love with the guit
developed a distinctive sound that has 
admirers from Bob Dylan to Herbie Ha
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And he gave voice to a Latino community that
had too often been invisible to too many Amer-

say that it still works pretty well to describe her
today.
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icans. “You can cuss or you can pray with the
guitar,” Carlos says. He found a way to do
both. [Laughter]

And today, with 10 Grammys under his belt,
Carlos is considered one of the greatest guitar-
ists of all time. And he’s still attracting new
fans. Back in 2000, his album “Supernatural”
beat out Britney Spears and the Backstreet
Boys to get to the number 1 on the charts. Kids
were listening to Carlos who hadn’t even heard
of Woodstock. But despite all his success, Car-
los says he still feels blessed to “be able to play
a piece of wood with strings and touch people’s
hearts.” So for blessing us all with his music,
we honor Carlos Santana.

Now, when you first become President, one
of the people—questions that people ask you is,
what’s really going on at Area 51? [Laughter]
When I wanted to know, I called Shirley
MacLaine. [Laughter] I think I just became the
first President to ever publicly mention Area 51.
How’s that, Shirley? [Laughter] So—[applause].

We love Shirley MacLaine. She’s unconven-
tional, and that makes her incomparable, with
nearly 60 years of a reign as one of the most
celebrated stars in movie history to prove it.
“There are some performers that are indeli-
ble,” said one fan about Shirley. “We fall early,
and we fall hard for them, and we follow them
for the rest of their lives.” Now, that fan just
happens to be a legend in her own right, who
we honored here 2 years ago: Meryl Streep.
But Meryl is not the only one who fell hard.

Shirley has been drawing fans, including me,
since—well, not since she first lit up the big
screen—because in 1955, she was in Alfred
Hitchcock’s “The Trouble with Harry,” but
she’s still been spitting fire with the same old
spunk, most recently playing the American
grandma in “Downton Abbey,” which Mi-
chelle, I think, got some early previews for.
[Laughter] Along the way, Shirley has racked
up about every Hollywood award that is out
there. That’s why her nickname Powerhouse is
so fitting. The truth is Shirley earned that nick-
name for hitting the most home runs on the
boys’ baseball team when she was a kid. But I’d

And that’s because Shirley MacLain
reer isn’t defined by a list of film roles an
sical performances. Through raucous com
and stirring dramas and spirited musicals
ley has been fearless, and she’s been h
and she’s tackled complicated character
she’s revealed a grittier, deeper truth i
one of those characters, giving every au
the experience of cinema at its best. It’s 
to she has lived by: “Don’t be afraid to 
on a limb. That’s where all the fruit is.” F
risk-taking, for her theatrical brilliance, 
limitless capacity for wonder, we hon
American powerhouse, Miss S
MacLaine.

And finally, in a world full of brilliant
cians, there’s only one Piano Man. The s
Jewish father who left Germany for Ame
escape the Nazis, Billy Joel started pia
sons as a boy growing up on Long Islan
father was a classical pianist, so that was
training too—until the night he and mill
Americans watched the Beatles play “T
Sullivan Show.” Most people thought, “
to hear more music like that.” But
thought, “I want to make my own mus
that.” And from then on, it was all rock a
to him.

With lyrics that speak of love and cla
failure and success, angry young men a
joy of becoming a father, he has become
the most successful musicians in histor
ing more than 150 million records.

Above all, Billy Joel sings about Am
About the workers living in Allentown af
factories closed down. About soldiers 
from the war, forever changed, bidding “
night Saigon.” Commercial fishermen 
gling to make a living in the waters off o
Island, sailing the “Downeaster ‘Alexa.
sights and sounds of that city like no 
which can put anyone in a “New York S
Mind.” And of course, the ragtag bunch 
ulars at the bar where he started out, sh
at him again and again to “sing us a song

Billy Joel probably would have been a
writer no matter where he was born. B
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are certainly lucky that he ended up here. And
the hard-working folks he’s met and the music

arts as a great humanizing and truth-telling ex-
perience. Their triumphs have lifted our spirits
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that he’s heard across our Nation come
through in every note and every lyric that he’s
written. For an artist whose songs are sung
around the world, but which are thoroughly,
wonderfully American, we honor Billy Joel.

So Martina Arroyo, Herbie Hancock, Carlos
Santana, Shirley MacLaine, Billy Joel: Each of
our brilliant honorees has given us something
unique and enriched us beyond measure, as in-
dividuals and as a nation. Together they bring
us closer to President Kennedy’s vision of the

and lifted our Nation and left us a bett
richer place. And for that we will alw
grateful. So we thank you all.

God bless you, and please join me in
ing one more time our remarkable 2013
nedy Center Honorees.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:20 p.m.
East Room at the White House. In 
marks, he referred to musician Joni M
and actor Meryl Streep.

Statement on the Multilateral Trade Agreement Reached at the W
Trade Organization’s Ministerial Meeting in Bali, Indonesia
December 8, 2013

I am pleased to welcome the announcement
from Bali, Indonesia, of the first fully multilat-
eral trade agreement in the 20-year history of
the World Trade Organization.

This new deal, and particularly the new
trade facilitation agreement, will eliminate
redtape and bureaucratic delay for goods
shipped around the globe. Small businesses
will be among the biggest winners, since they
encounter the greatest difficulties in navigating
the current system. By some estimates, the

global economic value of the new WTO
could be worth hundreds of billions of d

The WTO’s Bali agreement also repr
the rejuvenation of the multilateral tradi
tem that supports millions of America
and offers a forum for the robust enforc
of America’s trade rights. As such, w
proud of the United States leadership 
reaching this accord and congratulate
Director-General Roberto Carvalho de 
do and our fellow WTO members o
achievement.

Statement on the United States Auto Industry
December 9, 2013

When I took office, the American auto in-
dustry—the heartbeat of American manufac-
turing—was on the verge of collapse. Two of
the Big Three, GM and Chrysler, were on the
brink of failure, threatening to take suppliers,
distributors, and entire communities down
with them. In the midst of what was already
the worst recession since the Great Depres-
sion, another 1 million Americans were in dan-
ger of losing their jobs.

As President, I refused to let that happen. I
refused to walk away from American workers
and an iconic American industry. But in ex-
change for rescuing and retooling GM and

Chrysler with taxpayer dollars, we dem
responsibility and results. In 2011, we m
the end of an important chapter as Chrys
paid every dime and more of what it ow
American taxpayers from the investme
made under my administration’s watch.
we’re closing the book by selling the rem
shares of the Federal Government’s 
ment in General Motors. GM has now 
every taxpayer dollar my administration
mitted to its rescue, plus billions inves
the previous administration.

Less than 5 years later, each of th
Three automakers is now strong enou
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stand on its own. They’re profitable for the first
time in nearly a decade. The industry has add-

working men and women who make this coun-
try strong. Today that bet has paid off. The
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ed more than 372,000 new jobs, its strongest
growth since the 1990s. Thanks to the workers
on our assembly lines, some of the most high-
tech, fuel-efficient cars in the world are once
again designed, engineered, and built right
here in America, and the rest of the world is
buying more of them than ever before.

When things looked darkest for our most
iconic industry, we bet on what was true: the
ingenuity and resilience of the proud, hard-

American auto industry is back.
For our autoworkers and the com

ties that depend on them, the road 
taken these past 5 years has been a lon
difficult one. But it’s one we’ve travel
gether. And as long as there’s more w
do to restore opportunity and broad-
growth for all Americans, that’s wha
keep doing to reach the brighter
ahead.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Switzerland-United States S
Security Agreement
December 9, 2013

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social
Security Act, as amended by the Social Securi-
ty Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95–216,
42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit herewith an
Agreement on Social Security between the
United States of America and the Swiss Con-
federation, signed at Bern on December 3,
2012, (the “U.S.-Swiss Agreement”). The
Agreement consists of two instruments: a prin-
cipal agreement and an administrative arrange-
ment, and upon entry into force, will replace:
the Agreement between the United States of
America and the Swiss Confederation on So-
cial Security with final protocol, signed July 18,
1979; the Administrative Agreement between
the United States of America and the Swiss
Confederation for the Implementation of the
Agreement on Social Security of July 18, 1979,
signed December 20, 1979; and the Supple-
mentary Agreement between the two Con-
tracting States, signed June 1, 1988.

The U.S.-Swiss Agreement is similar in ob-
jective to the social security agreements al-
ready in force with most of the European
Union member states, Australia, Canada,
Chile, Japan, Norway, and the Republic of Ko-
rea. Such bilateral agreements provide for lim-
ited coordination between the United States
and foreign social security systems to eliminate

dual social security coverage and taxatio
to help prevent the lost benefit protectio
can occur when workers divide their c
between two countries. The principal u
encompassed in the Agreement i
amendments to rules for entitlement to
disability pensions paid to ensure equa
treatments between U.S. and Swiss nat
updates to personal information confide
provisions, and modifications necessary 
into account changes in U.S. and Swis
since 1988.

The U.S.-Swiss Agreement contains a
visions mandated by section 233 of the
Security Act and other provisions that I
appropriate to carry out the purposes 
tion 233, pursuant to section 233(c)(4) 
Social Security Act.

I also transmit, for the information 
Congress, a report prepared by the Soc
curity Administration explaining the key
of the U.S.-Swiss Agreement, along 
paragraph-by-paragraph explanation o
provisions of the principal agreement a
ministrative arrangement. Annexed to t
port is the report required by section 23
of the Social Security Act on the numbe
dividuals affected by the Agreement a
effect of the Agreement on the estima
come and expenditures of the U.S. Soc
curity program. The Department of Sta
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the Social Security Administration have recom-
mended the U.S.-Swiss Agreement and related

BARACK OBAMA
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documents to me.
I commend the U.S.-Swiss Agreement on

Social Security and related documents.
December 9, 2013.

Remarks at a Memorial Service for Former President Nelson R. Mande
South Africa in Johannesburg, South Africa
December 10, 2013

Thank you. To Graça Machel and the Man-
dela family; to President Zuma and members
of the Government; to heads of states and gov-
ernment, past and present; distinguished
guests: It is a singular honor to be with you to-
day, to celebrate a life like no other. To the
people of South Africa—people of every race
and walk of life—the world thanks you for
sharing Nelson Mandela with us. His struggle
was your struggle. His triumph was your tri-
umph. Your dignity and your hope found ex-
pression in his life. And your freedom, your de-
mocracy, is his cherished legacy.

It is hard to eulogize any man, to capture in
words not just the facts and the dates that
make a life, but the essential truth of a person:
their private joys and sorrows; the quiet mo-
ments and unique qualities that illuminate
someone’s soul. How much harder to do so for
a giant of history, who moved a nation toward
justice and, in the process, moved billions
around the world.

Born during World War I, far from the cor-
ridors of power, a boy raised herding cattle and
tutored by the elders of his Thembu tribe,
Madiba would emerge as the last great libera-
tor of the 20th century. Like Gandhi, he would
lead a resistance movement, a movement that
at its start had little prospect for success. Like
Dr. King, he would give potent voice to the
claims of the oppressed and the moral necessi-
ty of racial justice. He would endure a brutal
imprisonment that began in the time of Ken-
nedy and Khrushchev and reached the final
days of the cold war. Emerging from prison,
without the force of arms, he would—like
Abraham Lincoln—hold his country together
when it threatened to break apart. And like

America’s Founding Fathers, he would 
constitutional order to preserve freedo
future generations: a commitment to dem
cy and rule of law ratified not only by hi
tion, but by his willingness to step down
power after only one term.

Given the sweep of his life, the scope
accomplishments, the adoration that 
rightly earned, it’s tempting, I think, 
member Nelson Mandela as an icon, s
and serene, detached from the tawdry af
lesser men. But Madiba himself strongly
ed such a lifeless portrait. Instead, Mad
sisted on sharing with us his doubts a
fears, his miscalculations along with his
ries. “I am not a saint,” he said, “unle
think of a saint as a sinner who keeps 
ing.”

It was precisely because he could ad
imperfection—because he could be so 
good humor, even mischief, despite the
burdens that he carried—that we loved h
He was not a bust made of marble, he
man of flesh and blood: a son and a husb
father and a friend. And that’s why we l
so much from him, and that’s why we can
from him still. For nothing he achieved w
evitable. In the arc of his life, we see 
who earned his place in history through
gle and shrewdness and persistence and
He tells us what is possible not just in th
es of history books, but in our own lives a

Mandela showed us the power of act
taking risks on behalf of our ideals. P
Mandela was right that he inherited, “a
rebelliousness, a stubborn sense of fa
from his father. And we know he share
millions of Black and colored South A
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the anger born of, “a thousand slights, a thou-
sand indignities, a thousand unremembered

larger goal. And because he was not only a
leader of a movement, but a skillful politician,
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ruggle.
and in
moments . . . a desire to fight the system that
imprisoned my people,” he said.

But like other early giants of the ANC—the
Sisulus and Tambos—Madiba disciplined his
anger and channeled his desire to fight into or-
ganization and platforms and strategies for ac-
tion so men and women could stand up for
their God-given dignity. Moreover, he accept-
ed the consequences of his actions, knowing
that standing up to powerful interests and in-
justice carries a price: “I have fought against
White domination, and I have fought against
Black domination. I’ve cherished the ideal of a
democratic and free society in which all per-
sons live together in harmony and [with] equal
opportunities. It is an ideal which I hope to live
for and to achieve. But if needs be, it is an ideal
for which I am prepared to die.”

Mandela has taught us the power of action,
but he also taught us the power of ideas, the
importance of reason and arguments, the need
to study not only those who you agree with, but
also those who you don’t agree with. He under-
stood that ideas cannot be contained by prison
walls or extinguished by a sniper’s bullet. He
turned his trial into an indictment of apartheid
because of his eloquence and his passion, but
also because of his training as an advocate. He
used decades of prison to sharpen his argu-
ments, but also to spread his thirst for knowl-
edge to others in the movement. And he
learned the language and the customs of his
oppressor so that one day, he might better con-
vey to them how their own freedom depend
upon his.

Mandela demonstrated that action and ideas
are not enough. No matter how right, they
must be chiseled into law and institutions. He
was practical, testing his beliefs against the
hard surface of circumstance and history. On
core principles, he was unyielding, which is
why he could rebuff offers of unconditional re-
lease, reminding the apartheid regime that
“prisoners cannot enter into contracts.”

But as he showed in painstaking negotia-
tions to transfer power and draft new laws, he
was not afraid to compromise for the sake of a

the Constitution that emerged was wor
this multiracial democracy, true to his vi
laws that protect minority as well as m
rights and the precious freedoms of
South African.

And finally, Mandela understood th
that bind the human spirit. There is a w
South Africa, ubuntu, a word that ca
Mandela’s greatest gift: his recognition t
are all bound together in ways that are in
to the eye; that there is a oneness to hum
that we achieve ourselves by sharing ou
with others and caring for those around 

We can never know how much of this
was innate in him or how much was shap
dark and solitary cell. But we rememb
gestures, large and small—introducing h
ers as honored guests at his Inauguratio
ing a pitch in a Springbok uniform, turn
family’s heartbreak into a call to co
HIV/AIDS—that revealed the depths 
empathy and his understanding. He no
embodied ubuntu, he taught millions t
that truth within themselves.

It took a man like Madiba to free not j
prisoner, but the jailer as well; to show th
must trust others so that they may trust 
teach that reconciliation is not a matter
noring a cruel past, but a means of confr
it with inclusion and generosity and tru
changed laws, but he also changed heart

For the people of South Africa, for th
inspired around the globe, Madiba’s pas
rightly a time of mourning and a time t
brate a heroic life. But I believe it shou
prompt in each of us a time for self-refl
With honesty, regardless of our station 
circumstance, we must ask, how well hav
plied his lessons in my own life? It’s a qu
I ask myself, as a man and as a President

We know that, like South Africa, the U
States had to overcome centuries of raci
jugation. As was true here, it took sacr
the sacrifices of countless people, know
unknown—to see the dawn of a new da
chelle and I are beneficiaries of that st
But in America and in South Africa 
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countries all around the globe, we cannot allow
our progress to cloud the fact that our work is

can choose a world defined not by conflict, but
by peace and justice and opportunity.
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not yet done.
The struggles that follow the victory of for-

mal equality or universal franchise may not be
as filled with drama and moral clarity as those
that came before, but they are no less impor-
tant. For around the world today, we still see
children suffering from hunger and disease.
We still see run-down schools. We still see
young people without prospects for the future.
Around the world today, men and women are
still imprisoned for their political beliefs and
are still persecuted for what they look like and
how they worship and who they love. That is
happening today.

And so we too must act on behalf of justice.
We too must act on behalf of peace. There are
too many people who happily embrace Madi-
ba’s legacy of racial reconciliation, but passion-
ately resist even modest reforms that would
challenge chronic poverty and growing in-
equality. There are too many leaders who
claim solidarity with Madiba’s struggle for
freedom, but do not tolerate dissent from their
own people. And there are too many of us on
the sidelines, comfortable in complacency or
cynicism when our voices must be heard.

The questions we face today—how to pro-
mote equality and justice, how to uphold free-
dom and human rights, how to end conflict and
sectarian war—these things do not have easy
answers. But there were no easy answers in
front of that child born in World War I. Nelson
Mandela reminds us that it always seems im-
possible until it is done. South Africa shows
that is true. South Africa shows we can change,
that we can choose a world defined not by our
differences, but by our common hopes. We

We will never see the likes of Nelson
dela again. But let me say to the young 
of Africa and the young people aroun
world: You too can make his life’s wor
own. Over 30 years ago, while still a stu
learned of Nelson Mandela and the str
taking place in this beautiful land, and it 
something in me. It woke me up to my r
sibilities to others and to myself, and it 
on an improbable journey that finds m
today. And while I will always fall sh
Madiba’s example, he makes me want t
better man. He speaks to what’s best ins

After this great liberator is laid to re
when we have returned to our cities and
es and rejoined our daily routines, let us 
for his strength. Let us search for his lar
of spirit somewhere inside of ourselve
when the night grows dark, when in
weighs heavy on our hearts, when our be
plans seem beyond our reach, let us th
Madiba and the words that brought him
fort within the four walls of his cell:

It matters not how strait the gate,
How charged with punishment

scroll,
I am the master of my fate:
I am the captain of my soul.

What a magnificent soul it was. We w
him deeply. May God bless the mem
Nelson Mandela. May God bless the peo
South Africa.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:31 p
First National Bank Stadium. In his re
he referred to Graça Machel, wife of 
President Mandela, who died on Decem

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Patricia A. Millett as a Judge o
United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
December 10, 2013

I’m pleased that in a bipartisan vote, the
Senate has confirmed Patricia Millett to be a
judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Dis-

trict of Columbia Circuit, filling a vacan
has been open since 2005. Ms. Millett is 
ing appellate lawyer who has made 32
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ments before the Supreme Court, the second
most by a female advocate. She has served in

ic and Republican Presidents. I’m confident
she will serve with distinction on the Federal
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Statement on Financial Regulatory Reform
December 10, 2013

Five years ago, a financial catastrophe on
Wall Street was rapidly fueling a punishing re-
cession on Main Street that ultimately cost mil-
lions of jobs and hurt families across the coun-
try. So as we prepared steps to rescue our
economy and put Americans back to work, we
also put in place tough rules of the road to
make sure a crisis like that never happened
again: rules that reward sound financial prac-
tices, allow honest innovation, and strengthen
the financial system’s ability to support job cre-
ation and durable economic growth.

As part of this Wall Street reform, we fought
to include the Volcker rule, a rule that makes
sure big banks can’t make risky bets with their
customers’ deposits. The Volcker rule will
make it illegal for firms to use Government-in-
sured money to make speculative bets that
threaten the entire financial system and de-

mand a new era of accountability from 
who must sign off on their firm’s practic

Our financial system will be safer a
American people are more secure becau
fought to include this protection in the
thank Paul Volcker, a former Chairman
Federal Reserve and adviser I trust, fo
ing to create this important safeguard.
thank Secretary Lew and the regulator
worked diligently to finalize the rule 
end of this year as we called on them t
encourage Congress to give these reg
adequate funding to effectively and effi
implement the rule, which will help p
hard-working families and business o
from future crisis and restore everyone
tainty and confidence in America’s dyna
nancial system.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Melvin L. Watt as Director o
Federal Housing Finance Agency
December 10, 2013

More than 5 years after a housing bubble
burst and nearly brought down our entire
economy, our housing market is steadily heal-
ing. Home values and sales are rising. Con-
struction is up, foreclosures are down, and mil-
lions of families have come out from underwa-
ter on their mortgages. Earlier this year, I laid
out my strategy to help more middle class fam-
ilies buy a home, offer more relief to responsi-
ble homeowners and more options for families
who aren’t yet ready to buy. And as we turn the
page on the bubble-and-bust mentality that
created this mess, we have to build a housing
system that’s rock solid and rewards responsi-
bility for future generations of American home
buyers so that a home is what it’s always been:
a source of pride and middle class security.

That’s where Mel Watt comes in. 
months ago, I nominated Mel to lea
agency charged with looking out for
working families by enforcing rules 
road for the mortgage industry. And
he’s finally been confirmed to do tha
Mel comes from humble roots. He’s 
sented the people of North Carolina in
gress for 20 years. He’s the right per
protect Americans who work hard and p
the rules every day, and he’ll be the rig
ulator to make sure the kind of crisis w
went through never happens again. I
the Senate for confirming his nominatio
I look forward to Mel’s work on behalf
American people.
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Statement on the Federal Budget
December 10, 2013
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Earlier this year, I called on Congress to
work together on a balanced approach to a
budget that grows our economy faster and cre-
ates more jobs, not through aimless, reckless
spending cuts that harm our economy now, but
by making sure we can afford to invest in the
things that have always grown our economy
and strengthened our middle class. Today’s bi-
partisan budget agreement is a good first step.

This agreement replaces a portion of the
across-the-board spending cuts known as the
sequester that have harmed students, seniors,
and middle class families and served as a mind-
less drag on our economy over the last year. It
clears the path for critical investments in things
like scientific research, which has the potential
to unleash new innovation and new industries.
It’s balanced and includes targeted fee increas-
es and spending cuts designed in a way that
doesn’t hurt our economy or break the ironclad
promises we’ve made to our seniors. It does all
this while slightly reducing our deficits over
time, coming on top of 4 years of the fastest
deficit reduction since the end of World War
II. And because it’s the first budget that lead-
ers of both parties have agreed to in a few
years, the American people should not have to
endure the pain of another Government shut-
down for the next 2 years.

This agreement doesn’t include everything
I’d like, and I know many Republicans feel the
same way. That’s the nature of compromise.

But it’s a good sign that Democrats an
publicans in Congress were able to co
gether and break the cycle of shortsighte
sis-driven decision-making to get this
That’s the way the American people 
Washington to work. I want to thank S
Murray, Congressman Ryan, and all the
leaders who helped forge this bipartisan
ment. And I want to call on Members o
gress from both parties to take the ne
and actually pass a budget based on this
ment so I can sign it into law and our ec
can continue growing and creating jobs
out more Washington headwinds.

But as I said last week, the defining
lenge of our time is not whether Congre
pass a budget, it’s whether we can mak
our economy works for every working A
can. And while today’s agreement is a
first step, Congress has a lot more to do o
front. In the immediate term, Congress 
extend unemployment insurance so mor
a million Americans looking for work don
a vital economic lifeline right after Chr
and our economy doesn’t take a hit. A
yond that, they should do more to e
broad-based growth and opportunity: by
ing more jobs that pay better wages, by
ing our economy, and by offering a pa
the middle class for every American wil
work for it.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Cornelia T.L. “Nina” Pillard as a J
on the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circ
December 12, 2013

I thank the Senate for confirming Nina Pil-
lard to be a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia Circuit, which for
the first time will have five active female judg-
es on the bench. Throughout her career, Ms.
Pillard has displayed an unwavering commit-
ment to justice and integrity. Her landmark ac-

complishments on behalf of women and
lies include Supreme Court cases def
the constitutionality of the Family and M
Leave Act and opening the doors of the V
ia Military Institute to female student
confident she will be a diligent, thoughtf
judicious addition to the DC Circuit.
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NOTE: The statement referred to Judges Janice
Rogers Brown, Karen L. Henderson, Patricia

A. Millett, and Judith W. Rogers, U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.
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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Newly Elected Mayors
December 13, 2013

Well, it is a great pleasure to welcome not
only some of the most outstanding mayors in
the country, but also folks who are represent-
ing incredible cities, world-class cities, that are
going to be central to America’s economic
growth and progress for years to come.

I’ve always said that mayors don’t have time
to be ideological, and they don’t really have
time to be partisan, because they, every day,
are held accountable for concretely delivering
the services that people count on all across the
country. And I think it’s for that reason that
when we think about mayors, we think about
folks who actually get stuff done.

This is an outstanding group of both mayors
and mayors-elect, representing some of our
largest cities. They have a shared vision of cit-
ies as being critical hubs in which we’re creat-
ing jobs; bringing businesses; seeing startups
develop; making sure that there are pathways,
gateways for opportunity for people from the
surrounding areas, the surrounding States, the
regions, and in many cases, the world, because
I think you’ve got a lot of immigrant popula-
tions that naturally gravitate towards the diver-
sity and dynamism of the city.

And although we have seen terrific progress
in our cities, as we have across the country over
the last several years—millions of jobs being
created, the housing market starting to recover,
businesses investing again, manufacturing mak-
ing an extraordinary comeback—what we know
is, we’ve still got a lot of work to do to deliver a
vision that we all share, which is an America
where if you work hard, you can make it.

And what that means is, is that my hope and
goal out of this meeting is, we immediately set
up a strong partnership with all the mayors
here and all the mayors who aren’t here where
we get a clear sense of what their vision is and
how they’re trying to deliver services; how we
can make sure that our kids are getting the
very best education possible; how we make

sure that we are creating the platforms, 
frastructure for jobs to succeed—or job
created and businesses to succeed in the
ies; how we make sure our transportatio
lars are flowing in a way that maximize
nomic development that, hopefully, r
congestion and rush-hour traffic—I s
that’s something that some of you have
from your constituents about—[laugh
how we make sure that there’s a strong
safety net there that is not a place wher
ple stay over the long term, but rathe
mechanism whereby people who hav
some bad luck can get back on their fe
get back into the workforce.

So I’m very much looking forward 
conversation. In the meantime, at the F
level, there’s some things that we can
help mayors. If we in fact can get this b
deal completed and out of the Senate, w
get away for the first time in a couple o
from the constant brinksmanship and
governance that we’ve seen up on Capit
that impedes growth and makes business
investors less certain about wanting to pu
money in. So that would be an imp
achievement, and that’s something the F
Government can do to help make.

One element that’s not in this budg
needs to be passed right away is UI, unem
ment insurance. You’ve got potentially 1
lion people who, during Christmastime, 
ing to lose their unemployment benefit
time when it’s still very difficult for a
folks to find a job. And that’s not just b
those individuals and for those families
bad for our economy, and that’s bad for o
ies, because if they don’t have the mo
pay the rent or be able to buy food fo
families, that has an impact on deman
businesses and it can have a depressive
generally. In fact, what we know is, the 
mists have said failing to 
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unemployment benefits is going to have a drag
on economic growth for next year.

is a commitment to helping people succeed in
this country.
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So there are some basic things that we can
do just to create a better economic environ-
ment for these outstanding mayors. There are
some areas—for example, raising the mini-
mum wage—that could have a tremendous
boost in a lot of the cities where there are a lot
of service workers who get up and do some of
the critical work for all of us every single day,
but oftentimes, still find themselves just barely
above poverty or, in some cases, below pover-
ty.

So what I want to do is explore ideas with
them. We wish them luck. You can see that it’s
a diverse group, but what binds them together

And so I want to congratulate all of the
I’m looking forward to, over the next 3 ye
me, working with them for the benefit o
constituencies. Many of them may end up
around for 20 years and—[laughter]—so
have other Presidents to work with.

But thank you so much for coming in.

[At this point, several reporters called ou
tions.]

Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m.
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Statement on the Resignation of Assistant to the President and Direct
the Office of Legislative Affairs Miguel E. Rodriguez
December 13, 2013

Miguel Rodriguez has served in my admin-
istration from day one. After a tour with Sec-
retary Clinton at the State Department, he
joined my staff in October 2011 before agree-
ing to serve as my Director of Legislative Af-
fairs earlier this year. And throughout some of
this year’s most contentious legislative battles,
Miguel worked tirelessly to bridge the partisan
divide, forge consensus, and seek out solutions
that helped us move forward. As the son of im-
migrants, I know Miguel took particular pride
in the Senate’s passage of a bipartisan, com-
monsense immigration reform plan, some-
thing that we are going to see through. I’m

grateful for his service, and I will miss 
vice and counsel, but I am pleased that
Beirne Fallon has agreed to serve as m
Director of Legislative Affairs. As a vete
Congress and my Deputy Director of
munications, she has the deep experti
strong relationships required to build 
progress we’ve made this year and advan
top priority: creating jobs and exp
broad-based growth and opportunity for
American.

NOTE: The statement referred to forme
retary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Global Deployments of U
States Combat-Equipped Armed Forces
December 13, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

I am providing this supplemental consolidat-
ed report, prepared by my Administration and

consistent with the War Powers Res
(Public Law 93–148), as part of my eff
keep the Congress informed about deploy
of U.S. Armed Forces equipped for comb
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MILITARY OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF
U.S. COUNTERTERRORISM OBJECTIVES 

will direct additional measures to protect U.S.
citizens and interests. It is not possible to know
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In furtherance of U.S. counterterrorism ef-
forts, the United States continues to work with
partners around the globe, with a particular fo-
cus on the U.S. Central Command’s and U.S.
Africa Command’s areas of responsibility. In
this context, the United States has deployed
U.S. combat-equipped forces to enhance the
counterterrorism capabilities and support the
counterterrorism operations of our friends and
allies, including special operations and other
forces for sensitive operations in various loca-
tions around the world. Specific information
about counterterrorism deployments to select
countries is provided below, and a classified
annex to this report provides further informa-
tion. 

Military Operations Against al-Qa’ida, the Tal-
iban, and Associated Forces and in Support of
Related U.S. Counterterrorism Objectives 

Since October 7, 2001, the United States
has conducted combat operations in Afghani-
stan against al-Qa’ida, the Taliban, and associ-
ated forces. In support of these and other over-
seas operations, the United States has de-
ployed combat-equipped forces to a number of
locations in the U.S. Central, Pacific, Europe-
an, Southern, and Africa Command areas of
operation. Such operations and deployments
have been reported previously, consistent with
Public Law 107–40 and the War Powers Reso-
lution, and operations and deployments remain
ongoing. These operations, which the United
States has carried out with the assistance of nu-
merous international partners, have been suc-
cessful in seriously degrading al-Qa’ida’s capa-
bilities and brought an end to the Taliban’s
leadership of Afghanistan.

The United States is committed to thwarting
the efforts of al-Qa’ida, the Taliban, and associ-
ated forces to carry out future acts of interna-
tional terrorism, and we have continued to
work with our counterterrorism partners to
disrupt and degrade the capabilities of al-
Qa’ida, the Taliban, and associated forces. As
necessary, in response to this terrorist threat, I

at this time the precise scope or the dura
the deployments of U.S. Armed Forces 
sary to counter this terrorist threat to the
ed States. 

Afghanistan. United States Armed 
continue to pursue and engage remain
Qa’ida and Taliban fighters in Afgha
while transitioning to an Afghan securit
There are approximately 55,000 U.S. fo
Afghanistan, and the United States 
Forces are on track to meet the Afgha
Force Management Level of 34,000 by F
ary 12, 2014. 

The United Nations (U.N.) Security C
most recently extended its authorization
International Security Assistance Force (
in Afghanistan until December 31, 20
U.N. Security Council Resolution 2120 
ber 10, 2013). The mission of ISAF, 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (N
command and in partnership with the G
ment of the Islamic Republic of Afghani
to reduce the capability and will of the
gency, support the growth in capacity a
pability of the Afghan National Security 
(ANSF), and facilitate improvements in 
nance and socio-economic development
der to provide a secure environment fo
tainable stability that is observable to the
lation. Forty-eight nations, including the
ed States and all 28 NATO me
contribute forces to ISAF. For the la
years, the ISAF campaign has focused o
paring the ANSF for full security transi
2014. 

In June 2013, at the “Milestone 2013
mony, the ANSF assumed the lead for s
nationwide. ISAF is now in support 
ANSF. The only unilateral operation
ISAF conducts are in support of its own 
ty, sustainment, and redeployment. I
coming months, ISAF will focus on deve
the sustainability of the ANSF and assist
ANSF as the Afghan government plans 
elections in 2014. The security transitio
cess—as agreed to at the 2010 NATO S
in Lisbon and reaffirmed at the 2012 
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Summit in Chicago—remains on track and the
ANSF are expected to assume full responsibili-

thorization for the Use of Military Force (Pub-
lic Law 107–40), as informed by the law of war. 
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ty for security across the whole of Afghanistan
by the end of 2014. 

As I noted in my report of June 14, 2013, on
March 25, 2013, the United States signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with
the Afghan government under which the Unit-
ed States transferred all Afghan nationals de-
tained by U.S. forces in Afghanistan to the cus-
tody and control of the Afghan government.
Pursuant to the MOU, any new Afghan detain-
ees are to be transferred to Afghan custody and
control within 96 hours after capture. United
States forces in Afghanistan continue to detain
approximately 53 third-country nationals un-
der the 2001 Authorization for the Use of Mili-
tary Force (Public Law 107–40), as informed
by the law of war.

Libya. In Libya, on October 5, 2013, U.S.
Armed Forces captured longtime al-Qa’ida
member Abu Anas al Libi. 

Somalia. In Somalia, the U.S. military has
worked to counter the terrorist threat posed by
al-Qa’ida and associated elements of al-
Shabaab. On the night of October 4, 2013, U.S.
Armed Forces conducted a raid in Somalia to
capture a member of al-Qa’ida who is also a
top commander in the terrorist group al-
Shabaab. The operation did not result in the
capture of the targeted individual. 

Yemen. The U.S. military has also been
working closely with the Yemeni government
to dismantle operationally and ultimately elim-
inate the terrorist threat posed by al-Qa’ida in
the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), the most active
and dangerous affiliate of al-Qa’ida today. Our
joint efforts have resulted in direct action
against a limited number of AQAP operatives
and senior leaders in that country who posed a
terrorist threat to the United States and our in-
terests. 

Cuba. Combat-equipped forces, deployed
since January 2002 to the Naval Base, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, continue to conduct humane
and secure detention operations for the ap-
proximately 162 detainees at Guantanamo Bay
under the authority provided by the 2001 Au-

Military Operations in Niger in Supp
U.S. Counterterrorism Objectives 

As indicated in my report of June 14
U.S. military personnel in Niger conti
provide support for intelligence collecti
to facilitate intelligence sharing with F
forces conducting  operations in Mali an
other partners in the region. The total n
of U.S. military personnel deployed to N
approximately 200. 

MILITARY OPERATIONS IN CENTRA
RICA 

In October and November 2011, U.S
tary personnel with appropriate combat 
ment deployed to Uganda to serve as a
to regional forces of the African Union R
al Task Force (AU–RTF) that are work
apprehend or remove Joseph Kony and
senior Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) l
from the battlefield, and to protect local
lations. The number of U.S. military per
deployed to the central Africa region, i
ing advisors deployed for this mission an
sonnel providing logistical and support
tions to this and other missions, is ap
mately 120. 

United States forces are working with
partner nation forces of the AU–RTF 
hance cooperation, information-sharin
synchronization, operational planning
overall effectiveness. Elements of thes
forces have deployed to forward locati
the LRA-affected areas, including the R
lic of South Sudan, the Democratic Re
of the Congo, and the Central African R
lic in order to enhance regional efforts 
the LRA. These forces, however, will n
gage LRA forces except in self-defense. 
the U.S. national security interest to he
regional partners in Africa to develop th
pability to address threats to regional 
and security, including the threat posed 
LRA. The United States is pursuing a co
hensive strategy to help the governmen
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people of this region in their efforts to end the
threat posed by the LRA and to address the

ment between NATO and the then-Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (now Serbia), while
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MARITIME INTERCEPTION OPERATIONS 

As noted in previous reports, the United
States remains prepared to conduct maritime
interception operations on the high seas in the
areas of responsibility of each of the geograph-
ic combatant commands. These maritime op-
erations are aimed at stopping the movement,
arming, and financing of certain international
terrorist groups, and also include operations
aimed at stopping proliferation by sea of weap-
ons of mass destruction and related materials. 

MILITARY OPERATIONS IN EGYPT 

Approximately 715 military personnel are
assigned to the U.S. contingent of the Multina-
tional Force and Observers, which have been
present in Egypt since 1981. 

MILITARY OPERATIONS IN JORDAN 

As detailed in my report of June 21, 2013, at
the request of the Government of Jordan, a
combat-equipped detachment of approximate-
ly 700 U.S. personnel remain in Jordan follow-
ing participation in a training exercise that end-
ed on June 20, 2013. The detachment includes
Patriot missile systems, fighter aircraft, and re-
lated support, command, control, and commu-
nications personnel and systems. These forces
joined U.S. forces already in Jordan for a total
of approximately 1,500 U.S. military personnel.
These forces will remain in Jordan, in full coor-
dination with the Government of Jordan, until
the security situation becomes such that they
are no longer needed. 

U.S./NATO OPERATIONS IN KOSOVO 

The U.N. Security Council authorized
Member States to establish a NATO-led Koso-
vo Force  (KFOR) in Resolution 1244 on June
10, 1999. The original mission of KFOR was to
monitor, verify, and, when necessary, enforce
compliance with the Military Technical Agree-

maintaining a safe and secure environ
Today, KFOR deters renewed hostilities
operation with local authorities, bilatera
ners, and international institutions. The 
pal military tasks of KFOR forces are t
maintain a safe and secure environment
ensure freedom of movement throu
Kosovo. 

Currently, 23 NATO Allies contrib
KFOR. Eight non-NATO countries also 
ipate. The U.S. contribution to KFOR
proximately 670 U.S. military personnel
the total strength of approximately 4,90
sonnel. 

REGIONAL SECURITY OPERATIONS

As stated in my report of June 14, 201
Armed Forces remain in Libya and Yem
support the security of U.S. personnel.
forces will remain deployed, in full coo
tion with the respective host governmen
til the security situation no longer re
them. 

Additional information about regiona
rity operations is provided in the classifi
nex. 

I have directed the participation o
Armed Forces in all of these operations 
ant to my constitutional and statutory au
as Commander in Chief (including the a
ty to carry out Public Law 107–40 and
statutes) and as Chief Executive, as well
constitutional and statutory authority t
duct the foreign relations of the United 
Officials of my Administration and I com
cate regularly with the leadership and
Members of Congress with regard to the
ployments, and we will continue to do so

Sincerely, 

BARACK OB

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jo
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Repre
tives, and Patrick J. Leahy, President pr
pore of the Senate.
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The President’s Weekly Address
December 14, 2013
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One year ago today, a quiet, peaceful town
was shattered by unspeakable violence. Six
dedicated school workers and 20 beautiful chil-
dren were taken from our lives forever. As par-
ents, as Americans, the news filled us with
grief.

Newtown is a town like so many of our
hometowns. The victims were educators and
kids that could have been any of our own. And
our hearts were broken: for the families that
lost a piece of their heart; for the communities
changed forever; for the survivors, so young,
whose innocence was torn away far too soon.

But beneath the sadness, we also felt a sense
of resolve that these tragedies must end and
that to end them, we must change. From the
very beginning, our efforts were led by the par-
ents of Newtown—men and women, impossi-
bly brave—who stepped forward in the hopes
that they might spare others their heartbreak.
And they were joined by millions of Ameri-
cans—mothers and fathers, sisters and broth-
ers—who refused to accept these acts of vio-
lence as somehow inevitable.

Over the past year, their voices have sus-
tained us, and their example has inspired us: to
be better parents and better neighbors; to give
our children everything they need to face the
world without fear; to meet our responsibilities
not just to our own families, but to our commu-
nities. More than the tragedy itself, it’s how
Newtown will be remembered.

And on this anniversary of a day we w
er forget, that’s the example we should c
ue to follow. Because we haven’t yet
enough to make our communities an
country safer. We have to do more to
dangerous people from getting their ha
a gun so easily. We have to do more t
troubled minds. We have to do everyth
can to protect our children from har
make them feel loved and valued and
for.

And as we do, we can’t lose sight of t
that real change won’t come from Washi
It will come the way it’s always come
you, from the American people. As a 
we can’t stop every act of violence. W
heal every troubled mind. But if we w
live in a country where we can go to work
our kids to school, and walk our stree
from fear, we have to keep trying. We h
keep caring. We have to treat every chi
they’re ours. Like those in Sandy Hoo
must choose to love.

And together, we must and can c
Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 3:30 p.m. on December 13 in the
net Room at the White House for broad
December 14. The transcript was made
able by the Office of the Press Secret
December 13, but was embargoed for r
until 6 a.m. on December 14.

Remarks at “Christmas in Washington”
December 15, 2013

Thank you. Well, merry Christmas, every-
body! I want to thank our host, Hugh Jackman,
for keeping our safety in mind and leaving
Wolverine’s claws at home. [Laughter] It can’t
be easy to wrap presents with those things.
[Laughter] Good for carving up “roast beast”
though. [Laughter]

I want to thank all the incredible performers
for sharing their talents and their holiday spirit

with us tonight. And we appreciate the
team at Time Warner and the National 
ing Museum who make it possible for o
low Americans to enjoy these evenings’ p
mances.

Every year, we mark the holiday seaso
celebrations and good cheer. And I sho
mind my girls that I like getting Chr
presents as much as anybody. [Laughte
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this is also a time to remember the story of a
child born to two faithful travelers on a holy

And that’s why tonight’s celebration benefits
the Children’s National Medical Center and all
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The sacred birth of Jesus Christ was God’s

gift to man on Earth. And through His exam-
ple, He taught us that we should love the Lord,
love our neighbors as we love ourselves. It’s a
teaching that has endured for generations. And
today, it lies at the heart of my faith and that of
millions of Americans and billions around the
globe.

No matter who we are or where we come
from or how we worship, it’s a message of hope
and devotion that can unite all of us this holi-
day season. It compels all of us to reach out
and help our less fortunate citizens—our poor,
our sick, our neighbors in need—and to serve
those who sacrifice so much on our behalf.

the children whose lives they touch and
including all the little elves who are he
night. [Laughter]

And that’s why, with our men and wom
uniform serving far from home in harm
we thank them as well and their familie
we wish, this holiday season and all seaso
peace on Earth. 

To all Americans, from our family to
God bless you, and have a very merry C
mas.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:40 p.m.
National Building Museum. In his rema
referred to actor Hugh Jackman.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Jeh C. Johnson as Secreta
Homeland Security
December 16, 2013

I am pleased the Senate has confirmed Jeh
Johnson as our next Secretary of Homeland
Security with broad bipartisan support. In Jeh
our dedicated homeland security professionals
will have a strong leader with a deep under-
standing of the threats we face and a proven
ability to work across agencies and complex or-
ganizations to keep America secure. Jeh has
been a critical member of my national security
team, and he helped to shape some of our most

successful national security policies and 
gies. As Secretary of Homeland Securi
will play a leading role in our efforts to p
the homeland against terrorist attacks, ad
changing threats, stay prepared for natu
sasters, strengthen our border securit
make our immigration system fairer, wh
holding the values, civil liberties, and law
make America great. I look forward to
counsel and sound judgment for years to

Statement on Representative James D. Matheson’s Decision Not To 
Reelection
December 17, 2013

Jim Matheson has proudly represented the
people of Utah for more than 12 years in the
United States Congress. He has been a force-
ful advocate of our Nation’s veterans and
worked to strengthen our economy through his
support of key trade agreements. Michelle and

I thank Congressman Matheson for his 
and wish him, his wife Amy, and their tw
the very best in the future.

NOTE: The statement referred to W
Harris Matheson, sons of Rep. Matheson
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Remarks Following a Meeting With Mothers To Discuss the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act and an Exchange With Reporters
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December 18, 2013

The President. Well, Michelle and I just had
a wonderful conversation with this group of
moms and one aunt who have been working
tirelessly out there on behalf of our mission,
which is to make sure that everybody in Ameri-
ca, regardless of where they live, their back-
ground, that they are able to get high-quality
health care coverage that provides them with
financial protection and looks after them when
they get sick.

And obviously, over the last couple of
months, we had a rocky start with the website
and all this. Despite that, we’ve seen hundreds
of thousands of people signing up, more and
more every single day, in part because we’ve
got these wonderful folks like the people we
met with today who are out there telling their
personal stories: what it’s like when a son gets
sick and you have to make sure that not only
are you providing the care that they need now,
but also making sure that in the future that
they’re going to be able to get health care be-
cause they’ve got a preexisting condition;
knowing what it’s like to be in a position where
your child is transitioning from college to the
workplace and maybe their first job is part-
time or they’re working two part-time jobs, so
they’re doing everything they can to be respon-
sible, but they still can’t get health care on the
job.

And I think this conversation really drove
home in a very personal way why this is impor-
tant. Sometimes, and here in Washington, this
is a very abstract conversation or an entirely
political conversation. But when you boil it
down to stories and people hear what it means
to have the security of solid health insurance at
an affordable price when you need it, it re-
minds me at least of why we’ve been fighting
so hard to get this done.

And we anticipate that there’s still going to
be challenges over the coming months, and
we’re going to continue to find ways to smooth
out this transition and make sure that people
know what the Affordable Care Act is actually

about. But we’re absolutely confident th
demand is there, the need is there, a
more people learn about the fact that we
3 million people—young people who ar
to stay on their parent’s plan until they
or the more they learn about the free p
tive care that can avoid illness in the first
or the more that they hear about the fa
there are no lifetime limits, so if you e
having a really severe illness you’re not
to be hurt with a bunch of fine print. The
information they get I think the more sa
they’re going to be that this was the righ
to do and that it’s been worth the fight.

And the last point I would just make—
know, Michelle, you wanted to say a littl
is what we communicated to the wome
is there’s something about moms—[
ter]—that, number one, they’ve got cred
generally. Number two, women oftentim
the ones who are making the health car
sions in the family. Number three, mom
tell young people who think they’re inv
that they’re not and prod them to at le
information.

So as much as here in the White 
we’re going to continue to promote the A
able Care Act and as much as we’re goin
working hard with other organization
AARP and others around the country to
sure people are signing up, nothing can r
the story that Mary Todd is telling in th
cery store to somebody who may be ske
And that kind of face-to-face interaction
this concrete, and it describes exactly w
is so important.

So I just want to say to all the wome
who have been telling their stories and w
with others to make sure that people ge
information, we are grateful to you. It’s 
gift what you’re doing, and we’re really
appreciative. So—sure.

The First Lady. Absolutely.
The President. Michelle.
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The First Lady. The words that come to
mind for me are “peace of mind.” And what

little health care. [Laughter] Ring in the New
Year with a—new coverage. [Laughter]
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the Affordable Care Act provides and can pro-
vide for so many families out there is peace of
mind. This isn’t about politics, it’s about mak-
ing sure that every family has the peace of
mind to know that if a child gets sick or some-
one loses a job or someone has an illness that
requires hundreds of thousands of dollars in
coverage, that they’re going to have the safety
net that they need to make sure that they don’t
lose their home, that they aren’t spending the
rest of their lives paying off medical fees.

And as Barack said, your stories are power-
ful. And it’s our job as mothers to make sure
that our young people are informed about their
“invincibility,” to make sure that other moms
and families out there really understand what
this law provides and that they can take advan-
tage of it. This is the beauty of it. People have
choices. They can go on to the website, they
can talk to a navigator, they can learn for them-
selves what the law means and what it doesn’t
mean. And that’s really, really what we want
people to do, is educate yourselves. Get that
education. Make the choice that’s best for your
family, because the options are there.

So we are, again, very grateful to you all. And
we urge everyone out there who has a story to
share it. And we urge people to reach out. And
if they’ve signed up their child, then sign up
their friends. If you’ve got grandkids, make it a
Christmas treat around the table to talk about a

But we can really change the face of 
care in this country. We can be a count
focuses on prevention. We can be a c
where no one goes bankrupt because th
sick. And that is a worthwhile goal. So
you all for being a part of this. Thanks so

The President. Thank you, guys.

The First Lady’s Involvement in Health
Reform

Q. Mrs. Obama, why did you want to
volved in the health care push?

The First Lady. Because I’m a mom.
The President. Thank you, guys. 

Christmas. Happy New Year.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:54 p.m.
Oval Office at the White House. Partic
in the meeting were Virginia Beach, VA
dent Mary Todd Glascock; Chevy Chase
resident Jeanne K. Wardford; Teanec
resident Susan Heskins-Lazar; Arlingto
resident Janise Kyle; Mary Marker, volu
Enroll America and Organizing for A
Neeta Datt, chapter leader, Organizing 
tion in Montgomery County, MD; Felic
lems, volunteer, MomsRising in Raleigh
and Nicole Duritz, vice president of hea
ucation and outreach, AARP.

Statement on Congressional Passage of Federal Budget Legislation
December 18, 2013

I’m pleased that with tonight’s vote in the
Senate, for the first time in years, both parties
in both Houses of Congress have come togeth-
er to pass a budget. It’s a budget that unwinds
some of the damaging sequester cuts that have
harmed students and seniors and acted as
headwinds our businesses had to fight. It clears
a path for critical investments in things like ed-
ucation and research that have always grown
our economy and strengthened the middle
class. And it will continue to reduce our defi-
cits at a time when we’ve seen four of the fast-

est years of deficit reduction since the 
World War II.

All told, it’s a good first step away fro
shortsighted, crisis-driven decisionmakin
has only served to act as a drag on our 
my. It helps chart our economic course 
next 2 years, which means that the Am
people won’t be exposed to another p
and unwise Government shutdown. Bu
is much more work to do to ensure our 
my works for every working America
one, Congress should pass an extens
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unemployment insurance so more than a mil-
lion Americans don’t lose a vital lifeline as they

worked hard to get this budget done and
look forward to the Congress sending me
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fight to find a job. Today Senators Reed and
Heller introduced a bipartisan solution that
would prevent a lapse in benefits that would
hurt these families and deal an unnecessary
blow to our economy, and I urge Congress to
act.

I thank Democratic and Republican lead-
ers from the House and Senate who have

bills that fund our Government and r
from fighting old ideological battles. 
hope this spirit of cooperation will co
into the new year, as we work to resto
portunity and broad-based growth for
American.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.J. R

Statement on Clemency
December 19, 2013

Three years ago, I signed the bipartisan Fair
Sentencing Act, which dramatically narrowed
the disparity between penalties for crack and
powder cocaine offenses. This law began to
right a decades-old injustice, but for thousands
of inmates, it came too late. If they had been
sentenced under the current law, many of
them would have already served their time and
paid their debt to society. Instead, because of a
disparity in the law that is now recognized as
unjust, they remain in prison, separated from
their families and their communities, at a cost
of millions of taxpayer dollars each year.

Today I am commuting the prison terms of
eight men and women who were sentenced un-
der an unfair system. Each of them has served
more than 15 years in prison. In several cases, the
sentencing judges expressed frustration that the
law at the time did not allow them to issue pun-
ishments that more appropriately fit the crime.

Commuting the sentences of these
Americans is an important step toward 
ing fundamental ideals of justice and fa
But it must not be the last. In the new
lawmakers should act on the kinds of bip
sentencing reform measures already w
their way through Congress. Togethe
must ensure that our taxpayer dollars are
wisely and that our justice system keeps
sic promise of equal treatment for all.

NOTE: The statement referred to Cl
Aaron of Mobile, AL; Stephanie Y. Geo
Pensacola, FL; Ezell Gilbert of Tamp
Helen R. Alexander Gray of Ty Ty, GA
Hernandez of McKinney, TX; Ricky E. 
son of Fort Pierce, FL; Billy Ray Whee
Belton, TX; and Reynolds A. Wintersmi
of Rockford, IL.

Statement on the Situation in South Sudan
December 19, 2013

In 2011, millions of South Sudanese voted
to forge a new nation, founded on the prom-
ise of a more peaceful and prosperous future
for all of South Sudan’s people. In recent
years, against great odds, South Sudan has
made great progress toward breaking the cy-
cle of violence that characterized much of its
history.

Today, that future is at risk. South Sudan
stands at the precipice. Recent fighting threat-

ens to plunge South Sudan back into th
days of its past.

But it doesn’t have to be that way. Sou
dan has a choice. Its leaders can end th
lence and work to resolve tensions pea
and democratically. Fighting to settle p
scores or to destabilize the Governmen
stop immediately. Inflammatory rhetor
targeted violence must cease. All side
listen to the wise counsel of their neig
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commit to dialogue, and take immediate steps
to urge calm and support reconciliation. South

dan’s moment of hope and opportunity to slip
from its grasp. Now is the time for South Su-
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Sudan’s leaders must recognize that compro-
mise with one’s political enemy is difficult, but
recovering from unchecked violence and un-
leashed hatred will prove much harder.

Too much blood has been spilled and too
many lives have been lost to allow South Su-

dan’s leaders to show courage and lead
to reaffirm their commitment to peace, 
ty, and to a better future for their peopl
United States will remain a steady part
the South Sudanese people as they seek 
curity and prosperity they deserve.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Deployment of United States A
Forces Personnel to South Sudan
December 19, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

On December 18, 2013, approximately 45
U.S. Armed Forces personnel deployed to
South Sudan to support the security of U.S.
personnel and our Embassy. Although
equipped for combat, this force was deployed
for the purpose of protecting U.S. citizens and
property. This force will remain in South Su-
dan until the security situation becomes such
that it is no longer needed.

This action has been directed consistent
with my responsibility to protect U.S. citizens
both at home and abroad, and in furtherance
of U.S. national security and foreign policy in-
terests, pursuant to my constitutional authority

to conduct U.S. foreign relations and as
mander in Chief and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of 
forts to keep the Congress fully informe
sistent with the War Powers Resolution (
Law 93–148). I appreciate the support 
Congress in these actions.

Sincerely,

BARACK OB

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jo
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Repre
tives, and Patrick J. Leahy, President pr
pore of the Senate.

The President’s News Conference
December 20, 2013

The President. Good afternoon, everybody. I
know you are all eager to skip town and spend
some time with your families. Not surprisingly,
I am too. But you know what they say: It’s the
most wonderful press conference of the year—
[laughter]—right now. [Laughter] I am eager
to take your questions, but first, I just want to
say a few words about our economy.

In 2013, our businesses created another 2
million jobs, adding up to more than 8 million
in just over the past 45 months. This morning
we learned that over the summer, our econo-
my grew at its strongest pace in nearly 2 years.
The unemployment rate has steadily fallen to
its lowest point in 5 years. Our Tax Code is

fairer, and our fiscal situation is firme
deficits that are now less than half of wh
were when I took office.

For the first time in nearly two decad
now produce more oil here at home th
buy from the rest of the world, and our
the-above strategy for new American 
means lower energy costs. The Affo
Care Act has helped keep health care
growing at their slowest rate in 50 years.
bined, that means bigger paychecks for m
class families and bigger savings for bus
looking to invest and hire here in Americ

And for all the challenges we’ve had 
the challenges that we’ve been worki
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diligently in dealing with both the ACA and the
website these past couple months, more than

that we’re not condemned to endless gridlock:
There are areas where we can work together.
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half a million Americans have enrolled through
healthcare.gov in the first 3 weeks of Decem-
ber alone. In California, for example, a State
operating its own marketplace, more than
15,000 Americans are enrolling every single
day. And in the Federal website, tens of thou-
sands are enrolling every single day. Since Oc-
tober 1, more than 1 million Americans have
selected new health insurance plans through
the Federal and State marketplaces. So all told,
millions of Americans, despite the problems
with the website, are now poised to be covered
by quality, affordable health insurance come
New Year’s Day. Now, this holiday season,
there are mothers and fathers and entrepre-
neurs and workers who have something new to
celebrate: the security of knowing that when
the unexpected or misfortune strikes, hardship
no longer has to.

And you add that all up and what it means is,
we head into next year with an economy that’s
stronger than it was when we started the year.
More Americans are finding work and experi-
encing the pride of a paycheck. Our businesses
are positioned for new growth and new jobs.
And I firmly believe that 2014 can be a break-
through year for America. But, and as I out-
lined in detail earlier this month, we all know
there’s a lot more that we’re going to have to
do to restore opportunity and broad-based
growth for every American. And that’s going to
require some action.

It’s a good start that earlier this week, for the
first time in years, both parties in both Houses
of Congress came together to pass a budget.
That unwinds some of the damaging sequester
cuts that created headwinds for our economy.
It clears the path for businesses and for invest-
ments that we need to strengthen our middle
class, like education and scientific research.
And it means that the American people won’t
be exposed to the threat of another reckless
shutdown every few months. So that’s a good
thing.

It’s probably too early to declare an out-
break of bipartisanship, but it’s also fair to say

I believe that work should begin with
thing that Republicans in Congress 
have done before leaving town this wee
that’s restoring the temporary insuranc
helps folks make ends meet when th
looking for a job. Because Congress did
more than 1 million of their constituen
lose a vital economic lifeline at Christma
leaving a lot of job seekers without any 
of income at all.

I think we’re a better country than th
don’t abandon each other when tim
tough. Keep in mind, unemployment 
ance only goes to folks who are actively l
for work: a mom who needs help feedi
kids when she sends out her résumés or
who needs help paying the rent while w
part-time and still earning the skills he
for that new job. So when Congress 
back to work, their first order of bu
should be making this right. I know a b
san group is working on a 3-month exten
this insurance. They should pass it, and I
it right away.

Let me repeat: I think 2014 needs t
year of action. We’ve got work to do to 
more good jobs, to help more American
the skills and education they need to do
jobs, and to make sure that those jobs of
wages and benefits that let families buil
tle bit of financial security. We still ha
task of finishing the fix on our broken im
tion system. We’ve got to build on the pr
we’ve painstakingly made over these 
years with respect to our economy and
the middle class and all those who are l
to join the middle class a better oppor
and that’s going to be where I focus all
efforts in the year ahead.

And let me conclude by saying, just as
strengthening our position here at home
also standing up for our interests arou
world. This year, we’ve demonstrated th
clear-eyed, principled diplomacy, we ca
sue new paths to a world that’s more se
future where Iran does not build a n
weapon, a future where Syria’s chemical
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ons stockpiles are destroyed. By the end of
next year, the war in Afghanistan will be over,

feel as if, if they work hard, they can get
ahead?
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just as we’ve ended our war in Iraq, and we’ll
continue to bring our troops home. And as al-
ways, we will remain vigilant to protect our
homeland and our personnel overseas from
terrorist attacks.

Of course, a lot of our men and women in
uniform are still overseas, and a lot of them are
still spending their Christmas far away from
their family and their friends, and in some cas-
es, are still in harm’s way. So I want to close by
saying to them and their families back home,
we want to thank you. Your country stands
united in supporting you and being grateful for
your service and your sacrifice. We will keep
you in our thoughts and in our prayers during
this season of hope.

So before I wish a merry Christmas to all
and to all a good night, I will take some ques-
tions. Jay prepared a list of who is naughty and
nice—[laughter]—so we’ll see who made it.

Julie must be nice. [Laughter] Julie Pace of
AP [Associated Press].

The President’s Accomplishments in 2013

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Despite all of
the data points that you cited in your opening
statement, when you look back at this year,
very little of the domestic agenda that you out-
lined in your Inaugural Address and your State
of the Union have been achieved. Health care
rollout obviously had huge problems, and your
ratings from the public are near historic lows
for you. When you take this all together, has
this been the worst year of your Presidency?

The President. [Laughter] I’ve got to tell
you, Julie, that’s not how I think about it. I
have now been in office 5 years—close to 5
years—was running for President for 2 years
before that, and for those of you who have cov-
ered me during that time, we have had ups,
and we have had downs. I think this room has
probably recorded at least 15 near-death expe-
riences. And what I’ve been focused on each
and every day is, are we moving the ball in
helping the American people, families, have
more opportunity, have a little more security to

And if I look at this past year, there ar
where there obviously have been some f
tions, where I wish Congress had moved
aggressively. Not passing background ch
the wake of Newtown is something that
tinue to believe was a mistake. But then
look at because of the debate that occur
the work that’s been done at State levels
crease gun safety and to make sure th
don’t see tragedies like that happen agai

There’s a lot of focus on legislative act
the congressional level, but even when
gress doesn’t move on things they should
on, there are a whole bunch of thing
we’re still doing. So we don’t always get
tion for it, but the ConnectEd program t
announced, where we’re going to be ini
wireless capacity in every classroom in A
ca, will make a huge difference for k
across this country and for teachers.

A manufacturing hub that we set 
Youngstown, and something that I talked
during the State of the Union, is going 
ate innovation and connect universities, 
facturers, job training, to help create a 
sance—build on the renaissance that
seeing in manufacturing.

When it comes to energy, this year is
to be the first year in a very long time 
we’re producing more oil and natural ga
in this country than we’re importing. T
big deal.

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. So I understand the

that you’re getting at, Julie, which is tha
of our legislative initiatives in Congres
not moved forward as rapidly as I’d like. 
pletely understand that, which means th
going to keep at it. And if you look at, for
ple, immigration reform, probably the b
thing that I wanted to get done this ye
saw progress. It passed the Senate 
strong bipartisan vote. There are indicat
the House that even though it did not ge
pleted this year, that there is a commitm
the part of the Speaker to try to move fo
legislation early next year. And the fact
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didn’t hit the timeline that I’d prefer is obvi-
ously frustrating, but it’s not something that I

National Security Agency’s Electronic Surveil-
lance Program
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end up brooding a lot about.

The President’s Approval Rating/Policy Agenda

Q. But, sir, it’s not just your legislative agen-
da. When you look at polling and you talk to
Americans, they seem to have lost confidence
in you, trust in you. Your credibility has taken a
hit. Obviously, the health care law was a big
part of that. So do you understand that those—
the public has changed in some way their view
of you over this year?

The President. But, Julie, I guess what I’m
saying is, if you’re measuring this by polls, my
polls have gone up and down a lot through the
course of my career. I mean, if I was interested
in polling, I wouldn’t have run for President. I
was polling at 70 percent when I was in the
U.S. Senate. I took this job to deliver for the
American people. And I knew and will contin-
ue to know that there are going to be ups and
downs on it.

You’re right, the health care website prob-
lems were a source of great frustration. I think
in the last press conference, I adequately dis-
cussed my frustrations on those. On the other
hand, since that time, I now have a couple mil-
lion people, maybe more, who are going to
have health care on January 1. And that is a big
deal. That’s why I ran for this office.

And as long as I’ve got an opportunity every
single day to make sure that in ways large and
small, I’m creating greater opportunity for
people—more kids are able to go to school, get
the education they need; more families are
able to stabilize their finances; the housing
market is continuing to improve; people feel
like their wages maybe are inching up a little
bit—if those things are happening, I’ll take it.

And I’ve said before, I’ve run my last politi-
cal race. So at this point, my goal every single
day is just to make sure that I can look back
and say we’re delivering something—not ev-
erything—because this is a long haul.

Mark Felsenthal [Reuters].

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. One 
most significant events of this year was th
elation of the surveillance by the Nation
curity Agency. As you review how to rein
National Security Agency, a Federal jud
that, for example, the Government had fa
cite a single instance in which analysis 
NSA’s bulk metadata actually stopped an
nent attack. Are you able to identify any 
ic examples when it did so? Are you con
that the collection of that data is useful
tional security and should continue as it i

The President. Let me talk more b
and then I’ll talk specifically about the pr
you are referring to.

As you know, the independent panel
put together came back with a series of r
mendations, 46 in total. I had an ext
meeting with them down in the Sit
Room to review all the recommendatio
they had made. I want to thank them pu
because I think they did an excellent jo
took my charge very seriously, which is,
them, I want you to look from top to bot
what we’re doing and evaluate whether
the current structures that we have an
current programs that we have are prope
dressing both our continuing need to kee
selves secure and to prevent terrorist att
proliferation of weapons of mass destruc
other threats to the homeland? And are w
making sure that we’re taking seriously 
law and our concerns about privacy an
liberties?

So what we’re doing now is evaluating
recommendations that have been made
the next several weeks, I’m going to 
based on conversations not just with the 
gence community, but others in Gover
and outside of Government, how we mig
ply and incorporate their recommend
And I’m going to make a pretty definitive
ment about all of this in January, where
able to say: Here are the recommend
that we think make sense; here are on
we think are promising, but still need to
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fined further; here’s how it relates to the work
we’re doing not just internally, but also in part-

And we’ve got to provide more confidence
to the international community. In some ways,

ct that
alanc-

mes to
intelli-
ricans.
ms of
 think
t this
virtual
matter
some-

d. And
e ones
nd our
tically

urveil-

 to fol-
istmas,

u.
started
ement
 to the
dy re-
grams.
y team
rough-
 over-

alance
nclud-
ut Big
ogram
at the
ht bal-
w this

ing no,
 struck
ave to
g then
just on
utside
nership with other countries. And so I’m taking
this very seriously because I think, as I’ve said
before, this is a debate that needed to be had. 

One specific program, the 215 program, is
the metadata, the bulk collection of phone
numbers and exchanges that have taken place,
that has probably gotten the most attention, at
least with respect to domestic audiences. And
what I’ve said in the past continues to be the
case, which is that the NSA, in executing this
program, believed, based on experiences from
9/11, that it was important for us to be able to
track if there was a phone number of a known
terrorist outside of the United States calling in-
to the United States, where that call might
have gone, and that having that data in one
place and retained for a certain period of time
allowed them to be confident in pursuing vari-
ous investigations of terrorist threats.

And I think it’s important to note that in all
the reviews of this program that have been
done, in fact, there have not been actual in-
stances where it’s been alleged that the NSA in
some ways acted inappropriately in the use of
this data. But what is also clear is, from the
public debate, people are concerned about the
prospect, the possibility, of abuse. And I think
that’s what the judge and the district court sug-
gested. And although his opinion obviously dif-
fers from rulings on the FISA Court, we’re tak-
ing those into account.

The question we’re going to have to ask is,
can we accomplish the same goals that this
program is intended to accomplish in ways that
give the public more confidence that, in fact,
the NSA is doing what it’s supposed to be do-
ing? I have confidence in the fact that the NSA
is not engaging in domestic surveillance or
snooping around, but I also recognize that as
technologies change and people can start run-
ning algorithms and programs that map out all
the information that we’re downloading on a
daily basis into our telephones and our com-
puters, that we may have to refine this further
to give people more confidence. And I’m going
to be working very hard on doing that.

what has been more challenging is the fa
we do have a lot of laws and checks and b
es and safeguards and audits when it co
making sure that the NSA and other 
gence agencies are not spying on Ame
We’ve had less legal constraint in ter
what we’re doing internationally. But I
part of what’s been interesting abou
whole exercise is recognizing that in a 
world, some of these boundaries don’t 
anymore, and just because we can do 
thing doesn’t mean we necessarily shoul
the values that we’ve got as Americans ar
that we have to be willing to apply beyo
borders, I think, perhaps more systema
than we’ve done in the past.

Okay? Ed Henry [Fox News].

National Security Agency’s Electronic S
lance Program

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I want
low up on that because—and merry Chr
by the way.

The President. Merry Christmas to yo
Q. When Edward Snowden first 

leaking the information, you made a stat
on June 7 in California, and you claimed
American people that you had alrea
formed many of these surveillance pro
You said you came into office, quote, “m
evaluated them, we scrubbed them tho
ly, we actually expanded some of the
sight,” and you did expand some of it.

The President. Yes.
Q. You also said we may have to reb

some, there may be changes. But you co
ed with, quote: “You can complain abo
Brother and how this is a potential pr
run amok. But when you actually look 
details, then I think we’ve struck the rig
ance.” That was only 6 months ago. No
judge is saying no, your own panel is say
even you’re saying no, we haven’t really
the right balance perhaps, that changes h
be made. My question is, were you wron
because you were not fully read in, not 
these programs, but on other programs o
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of the ones you just talked about, where we
were potentially listening in on the German

So let me just be very specific on the 215
program. It is possible, for example, that some

igence
people
private
longer
ey can

eed to
sts are
lutions
 ques-
, does
e fact

 abuse
 being
e com-
 it be-

d that
ed to,

 factor

nment
e us to
is that
 been
g and

e right
eeping
e? Are
nd our

, God
ry one
u, and
val Of-

red.

 ques-
grets?
 state-
blic—

 James
estion
about

he de-
1382

leaders, the Brazilian leaders, and others, that
suggest there were abuses? Number one. 

And number two, if you were fully read in
on these programs, is it another example of
what Judy—what Julie was getting at with this
question of credibility with the American peo-
ple, that just like on health care, “You like your
plan, you can keep it”? On surveillance, you
looked the American people in the eye 6
months ago and said, “We’ve got the right bal-
ance,” and 6 months later, you’re saying maybe
not.

The President. Well, hold on a second, Ed. I
think it’s important to note that when it comes
to the right balance on surveillance, these are a
series of judgment calls that we’re making ev-
ery single day, because we’ve got a whole
bunch of folks whose job it is to make sure that
the American people are protected. And that’s
a hard job, because if something slips, then the
question that’s coming from you the next day at
a press conference is: “Mr. President, why
didn’t you catch that? Why did the intelligence
people allow that to slip? Isn’t there a way that
we could have found out that in fact this terror-
ist attack took place?”

Q. So why were you so definitive? Why did
you say we struck the right balance?

The President. So the point is, Ed, not that
my assessment of the 215 program has
changed in terms of technically how it works.
What is absolutely clear to me is that given the
public debate that’s taken place and the disclo-
sures that have taken place over the last several
months, that this is only going to work if the
American people have confidence and trust. 

Now, part of the challenge is, is that because
of the manner in which these disclosures took
place, in dribs and drabs, oftentimes shaded in
a particular way, and because of some of the
constraints that we’ve had in terms of declassi-
fying information and getting it out there, that
that trust in how many safeguards exist and
how these programs are run has been dimin-
ished. So what’s going to be important is to
build that back up. And I take that into account
in weighing how we structure these programs.

of the same information that the intell
community feels is required to keep 
safe can be obtained by having the 
phone companies keep these records 
and to create some mechanism where th
be accessed in an effective fashion.

That might cost more. There might n
be different checks on how those reque
made. There may be technological so
that have to be found to do that. And the
tion that we’re asking ourselves now is
that make sense not only because of th
that there are concerns about potential
down the road with the metadata that’s
kept by a government rather than privat
panies, but also, does it make sense to do
cause people right now are concerne
maybe their phone calls are being listen
even if they’re not? And we’ve got to
that in.

So I—my point is, is that the enviro
has changed in ways that I think requir
take that into account. But the analys
I’ve been doing throughout has always
periodically looking at what we’re doin
asking ourselves, are we doing this in th
way? Are we making sure that we’re k
the American people safe, number on
we also being true to our civil liberties a
privacy and our values?

Q. I understand it’s a tough job, and
forbid, there’s another terror attack, eve
of us is going to be second-guessing yo
that is extremely difficult to be in the O
fice.

The President. That’s okay. I voluntee
Q. But as you said, you took that on. 
The President. Yes.
Q. You put it on your back. And so my

tion is, do you have any personal re
You’re not addressing the fact, the public
ments you’ve made to reassure the pu
your Director of National Intelligence,
Clapper, months ago went up, got a qu
from a Democrat, not a Republican, 
whether some of this was going on, and 
230-207_Text_.pdf   610 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Dec. 20

1383

nied it. Doesn’t that undermine the public
trust?

specific way and moving forward on changes.
And that’s what I intend to do.
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The President. Ed, you’re conflating, first of
all, me and Mr. Clapper——

Q. He’s the Director of National—and he’s
still on the job.

The President. I understand. But what I’m
saying is this: that, yes, these are tough prob-
lems that I am glad to have the privilege of
tackling. Your initial question was whether the
statements that I made 6 months ago are ones
that I don’t stand by. And what I’m saying is, is
that the statements I made then are entirely
consistent with the statements that I make
now, which is that we believed that we had
scrubbed these programs and struck an appro-
priate balance and there had not been evi-
dence and there continues not to be evidence
that the particular program had been abused in
how it was used; and that it was a useful tool,
working with other tools that the intelligence
community has, to ensure that if we have a
thread on a potential terrorist threat, that that
can be followed effectively.

What I’ve also said, though, is that in light of
the disclosures that have taken place, it is clear
that whatever benefits the configuration of this
particular program may have may be out-
weighed by the concerns that people have on
its potential abuse. And if that’s the case, there
may be another way of skinning the cat.

So we just keep on going at this stuff and
seeing, can we do this better? Can we do this
more effectively? I think that the panel’s rec-
ommendations are consistent with that. So if
you had a chance to read the overall recom-
mendations, what they were very clear about
is, we need this intelligence. We can’t unilater-
ally disarm. There are ways we can do it poten-
tially that gives people greater assurance that
there are checks and balances, that there’s suf-
ficient oversight, sufficient transparency. Pro-
grams like 215 could be redesigned in ways
that give you the same information when you
need it without creating these potentials for
abuse.

And that’s exactly what we should be doing,
is to evaluate all these things in a very clear,

Q. So you have no regrets? You have
grets?

The President. That’s what I intend to
Jon Karl [ABC News].

Patient Protection and Affordable 
Act/President’s Policy Agenda

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. It’s b
tough year. You may not want to call
worst year of your Presidency, but it’s 
been a tough year. The polls have gone 
down, but they are at a low point right n
what I’m asking you—you’ve acknow
the difficulties with the health care rollo
when you look back and you look at the
sions that you have made and what you d
what you didn’t do, for you personally, w
you think has been your biggest mistake?

The President. With respect to health
specifically, or just generally?

Q. The whole thing. Look back at this
year.

The President. Well, there’s no doub
when it comes—when it came to the 
care rollout, even though I was meeting
other week or every 3 weeks with folks an
phasizing how important it was that cons
had a good experience, an easy experie
getting the information they need and kn
what the choices and options were for th
be able to get high-quality, affordable 
care. The fact is, it didn’t happen in th
month, the first 6 weeks, in a way that wa
acceptable. And since I’m in charge, obv
we screwed it up.

Part of it, as I’ve said before, had to d
how IT procurement generally is done,
almost predates this year. Part of it ob
has to do with the fact that there were no
enough lines of authority in terms of w
in charge of the technology and cracki
whip on a whole bunch of contractors. So
are a whole bunch of things that we’ve
taking a look at, and I’m going to be m
appropriate adjustments once we get th
this year and we’ve gotten through the
surge of people who’ve been signing up.
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But having said all that, the bottom line also
is, is that we’ve got several million people who

that the U.S. Government will lose its ability to
pay its bills come late February or early March.
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are going to have health care that works. And
it’s not that I don’t engage in a lot of self-re-
flection here. I promise you, I probably beat
myself up even worse than you or Ed Henry
does on any given day. [Laughter] But I’ve also
got to wake up in the morning and make sure
that I do better the next day and that we keep
moving forward.

And when I look at the landscape for next
year, what I say to myself is, we’re poised to do
really good things. The economy is stronger
than it has been in a very long time. Our next
challenge then is to make sure that everybody
benefits from that and not just a few folks. And
there are still too many people who haven’t
seen a raise and are still feeling financially inse-
cure.

We can get immigration reform done.
We’ve got a concept that has bipartisan sup-
port. Let’s see if we can break through the pol-
itics on this.

I think that, hopefully, folks have learned
their lesson in terms of brinksmanship, coming
out of the Government shutdown. There have
been times where I thought about, were there
other ways that I could have prevented that—
those 3, 4 weeks that hampered the economy
and hurt individual families who were not get-
ting a paycheck during that time? Absolutely.
But I also think that, in some ways, given the
pattern that we had been going through with
House Republicans for a while, we might have
needed just a little bit of a bracing sort of rec-
ognition that this is not what the American
people think is acceptable. They want us to try
to solve problems and be practical, even if we
can’t get everything done.

So the end of the year is always a good time
to reflect and see what can you do better next
year. That’s how I intend to approach it. I’m
sure that I will have even better ideas after a
couple days of sleep and sun. 

Brianna [Brianna Keilar, CNN].

Federal Budget

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. On the debt
ceiling, your Treasury Secretary has estimated

House Budget Committee Chairman Pa
an has said the “Republicans are going 
cide what it is they can accomplish on th
limit fight”—his words. Will you negotia
House Republicans on the debt ceiling?

The President. Oh, Brianna, you kno
answer to this question. No, we’re not g
negotiate for Congress to pay bills that
accrued.

Here’s the good news: I want to emp
the positive as we enter into this holida
son. I think Congressman Ryan and S
Murray did a good job in trying to narr
differences and actually pass a budget
can sign. It’s not everything that I wou
obviously. It buys back part of these 
the-board cuts, the so-called sequester, b
all of them. So we’re still underfundi
search, we’re still underfunding edu
we’re still underfunding transportatio
other initiatives that would create job
now.

But it was an honest conversation. Th
erated in good faith. And given how fa
the parties have been on fiscal issues
should take pride in what they did. And 
ally called them after they struck the de
I have said congratulations, and I hop
creates a good pattern for next year, wh
work on at least the things we agree to, 
we agree to disagree on some of the oth
ticket items.

I think immigration potentially falls 
category, where let’s—here’s an area 
we’ve got bipartisan agreement. There
few differences here and there, but the t
the matter is, is that the Senate bill h
main components of comprehensive im
tion reform that would boost our eco
give us an opportunity to attract more 
ment and high-skilled workers who are
great things in places like Silicon Valle
around the country. So let’s go ahead a
that done.

Now, I can’t imagine that having see
possible daylight breaking when it comes
operation in Congress that folks are th
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actually about plunging us back into the kinds
of brinksmanship and governance by crisis that

that’s the province of the Attorney General and
ultimately a judge and a jury. So I can’t weigh
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To repeat: The debt ceiling is raised simply
to pay bills that we have already accrued. It is
not something that is a negotiating tool. It’s not
leverage. It’s the responsibility of Congress.
It’s part of doing their job. I expect them to do
their job. Although I’m happy to talk to them
about any of the issues that they actually want
to get done. So if Congressman Ryan is inter-
ested in tax reform, let’s go. I’ve got some pro-
posals on it. If he’s interested in any issue out
there, I’m willing to have a constructive con-
versation of the sort that we just had in resolv-
ing the budget issues. But I’ve got to assume
folks aren’t crazy enough to start that thing all
over again.

Q. If I may just quickly, on a more personal
note, what is your New Year’s resolution?

The President. My New Year’s resolution is
to be nicer to the White House Press Corps.
[Laughter] You know? Absolutely.

Q. All right.
The President. Major Garrett [CBS News]. 

Former National Security Agency Contractor
Edward J. Snowden

Q. That’s quite a lead-in, Mr. President,
thank you. Rick Ledgett, who is the head of the
NSA Task Force on Edward Snowden, told “60
Minutes” that it was “worth having a conversa-
tion about granting Edward Snowden amnes-
ty.” To what degree, sir, were you pleased that
he floated this trial balloon? And under what
circumstances, would you consider either a
plea agreement or amnesty for Edward
Snowden? And what do you say to Americans,
sir, who after possibly being alerted to Judge
Leon’s decision earlier this week, reading the
panel recommendations, believe Edward
Snowden set in motion something that is prop-
er and just in this country about the scope of
surveillance and should not be considered by
this Government a criminal?

The President. I’ve got to be careful here,
Major, because Mr. Snowden is under indict-
ment; he’s been charged with crimes. And

in specifically on this case at this poi
make—I’ll try to see if I can get at the s
the question, even if I can’t talk about th
cifics.

I’ve said before and I believe that thi
important conversation that we need
have. I’ve also said before that the w
which these disclosures happened have
damaging to the United States and dam
to our intelligence capabilities. And I thi
there was a way for us to have this conve
without that damage.

I’ll give you just one specific exampl
fact of the matter is that the United Stat
all our warts, is a country that abides by 
law, that cares deeply about privacy, tha
about civil liberties, that cares about ou
stitution. And as a consequence of these 
sures, we’ve got countries who actually 
things that Mr. Snowden says he’s w
about very explicitly—engaging in surve
of their own citizens, targeting politica
dents, targeting and suppressing the p
who somehow are able to sit on the sid
and act as if it’s the United States th
problems when it comes to surveillance a
telligence operations. And that’s a pret
torted view of what’s going on out there.

So I think that, as important and as 
sary as this debate has been, it is also imp
to keep in mind that this has done unnec
damage to U.S. intelligence capabilitie
U.S. diplomacy. But I will leave it up 
courts and the Attorney General to we
publicly on the specifics of Mr. Sno
case.

Q. But, sir, if I could follow up, Mr. L
is setting this in motion, at least raising th
topic of conversation. You, sir, would I’
tain be consulted if there was ever going
a conversation about amnesty or a plea b
with Edward Snowden.

The President. I think that’s true, Majo
I guess what I’m saying is there’s a——

Q. Would you rule it out forever th
would never consider it?
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The President. What I’m saying is, is that
there’s a difference between Mr. Ledgett say-

First of all, the core of the law is, is that for
85 percent of the population, all they’ve been
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ing something and the President of the United
States saying something.

Q. That’s why I’m trying to get you to an-
swer.

The President. That’s exactly right. [Laughter]
Chuck Todd [NBC News].

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act

Q. Thank you, Mr. President, and merry
Christmas and happy New Year. You’ve talked
about the issues with health care and the web-
site rollout, but there have been other issues:
the misinformation about people keeping their
policies, the extended deadlines, some post-
ponements. We have a new waiver that HHS
announced last night. How do you expect
Americans to have confidence and certainty in
this law if you keep changing it? This one here,
this new waiver last night, you could argue, you
might as well have just delayed the mandate.

The President. Well, no, that’s not true, be-
cause what we’re talking about is a very specif-
ic population that received cancellation notices
from insurance companies. The majority of
them are either keeping their old plan because
the grandfather clause has been extended fur-
ther, or they’re finding a better deal in the
marketplace with better insurance for cheaper
costs.

But there may still be a subset—a signifi-
cantly smaller subset than some of the num-
bers that have been advertised—that are still
looking for options, are still concerned about
what they’re going to be doing next year. And
we just wanted to make sure that the hardship
provision that was already existing in the law
would also potentially apply to somebody who
had problems during this transition period. So
that’s the specifics of this latest change.

You’re making a broader point that I think is
fair, and that is that in a big project like this,
that what we are constantly doing is looking, is
this working the way it’s supposed to, and if
there are adjustments that can be made to
smooth out the transition, we should make
them. But they don’t go to the core of the law.

getting is free preventive care, better co
er protections, the ability to keep their k
their insurance plan till they’re 26; $1,
$500 discounts on prescription drugs 
niors on Medicare. So 85 percent of the
lation, whether they know it or not, ov
last 3 years have benefited from a whole
the provisions of the law. And by the wa
were to be repealed, you would be takin
all those benefits from folks who alrea
enjoying them.

You had this subportion of the popu
15 percent, who either don’t have health
ance or are buying it on the individual m
And that’s still millions of people. And
we’re doing is creating a marketplace 
they can buy insurance, and we can p
them some tax credits to help them affor

The basic structure of that law is w
despite all the problems: despite the w
problems, despite the messaging pro
Despite all that, it’s working. And agai
don’t have to take my word for it. We’v
couple million people who are going t
health insurance just in the first 3 mont
spite the fact that probably the first mon
a half was lost because of problems w
website and about as bad a bunch of pu
as you could imagine. And yet you’ve sti
million people who signed up or more.

And so what that means then is that t
mand is there and, as I said before, the p
is good. Now, in putting something like t
gether, there are going to be all kinds of
lems that crop up, some of which ma
been unanticipated. And what we’ve be
ing to do is just respond to them in a com
sense way. And we’re going to continue
to do that. But that doesn’t negate the fa
a year from now or 2 years from now, wh
look back, we’re going to be able to sa
even more people have health insuranc
didn’t have it before. And that’s not 
thing, that’s a good thing. That is part 
reason why I pushed so hard to get th
done in the first place.
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And I’ve said before, this is a messy process,
and I think sometimes, when I say that, people

viously, the problem was it didn’t catch enough
people. And we learned from that, and we’re
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say, well, A, yes, it’s real messy, and B, isn’t the
fact that it’s been so messy some indication
that there are more fundamental problems
with the law? And I guess what I’d say to that,
Chuck, is when you try to do something this
big, affecting this many people, it’s going to be
hard. And every instance—whether it’s Social
Security, Medicare, the prescription drug plan
under President Bush—there hasn’t been an
instance where you tried to really have an im-
pact on the American people’s lives and well-
being, particularly in the health care arena,
where you don’t end up having some of these
challenges. The question is going to be, ulti-
mately, do we make good decisions trying to
help as many people as possible in as efficient a
way as possible? And I think that’s what we’re
doing.

Q. But with 72 hours to go, you make this
change, where people are buying the junk—
frankly, a junk-type policy that you weren’t—
you were trying to get people away from.

The President. Well, keep in mind, Chuck,
first of all, that the majority of folks are going
to have different options. This is essentially a
additional net in case folks might have slipped
through the cracks. We don’t have precision on
those numbers, but we expect it’s going to be a
relatively small number, because these are
folks who want insurance and the vast majority
of them have good options. And in a State like
North Carolina, for example, the overwhelm-
ing majority of them have just kept their own
plans, so—the ones that they had previously.

But we thought and continue to think that it
makes sense that as we are transitioning to a
system in which insurance standards are high-
er, people don’t have unpleasant surprises be-
cause they thought they had insurance until
they hit a limit and next thing you know, they
still owe $100,000 or $200,000 or $300,000 for
a hospital visit, that as we transition to higher
standards, better insurance, that we also ad-
dress folks who get caught in that transition
and there are unintended consequences.

And I’ll be—that was the original intent of
the grandfather clause that was in the law. Ob-

trying not to repeat those mistakes.
Q. So does the mandate need to b

forced?
The President. Absolutely. Yes.
Let’s see, Phil Mattingly [Bloomberg N

2014 Winter Olympic Games in Sochi, R

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. What w
message you were trying to send with n
your decision not to attend the Sochi G
but also with the people you named to th
egation to represent the United States a
Games?

The President. Well, first of all, I have
tended Olympics in the past, and I suspe
me attending the Olympics, particular
time when we’ve got all the other stu
people have been talking about, is going
tough, although I would love to do it. I’ll
ing to a lot of Olympic Games post-Presi
[Laughter] I think the delegation speaks
self. You’ve got outstanding American
standing athletes, people who will repre
extraordinarily well.

And the fact that we’ve got folks like
Jean King or Brian Boitano, who them
have been world-class athletes that eve
acknowledges for their excellence, but a
their character, who also happen to be
bers of the LGBT community, you shou
that for what it’s worth: that when it co
the Olympics and athletic performanc
don’t make distinctions on the basis of 
orientation. We judge people on how the
form, both on the court and off the co
the field and off the field. And that’s a
that I think is at the heart of not just Am
but American sports.

I’m going to just roll down these last fe
quickly. Ari Shapiro [NPR]. Last day at the
House. He deserves a question. [Laughter

Nomination of Senator Max S. Baucus 
Ambassador to China

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. Pre
Senator Max Baucus was widely seen 
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best hope for a large-scale deal to overhaul the
Tax Code. What does your decision to nomi-

Q. Oh! I thought we were trying to get along
for Christmas. [Laughter] We can get along
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nate him as Ambassador to China say about
your hopes for major tax bill in your second
term?

The President. It says that Max Baucus is go-
ing to be an outstanding Ambassador to China,
and I’d like a swift confirmation. And my ex-
pectation and hope is, is that if both the Senate
Democrats—or if Democrats and Republicans
in the House and the Senate are serious about
tax reform, then it’s not going to depend on
one guy, it’s going to depend on all of us work-
ing together. And my office is ready, willing,
and eager to engage both parties and having a
conversation about how we can simplify the
Tax Code, make it fairer, make it work to cre-
ate more jobs and do right by middle class
Americans.

Jackie Calmes [New York Times].

Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act/Iran

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. And how do
you say it in Hawaii? Mele Kalikimaka?

The President. Mele Kalikimaka. [Laughter] 
Q. Since we’ve been looking back at the

year, I’d like to ask you what your reaction was
to the nonpartisan truth-telling group, Politi-
Fact, when it said that the lie of the year was
your statement that if you like your health care
plan, you can keep it. 

And related to the health care problems that
we’ve seen over the past year, the fallout from
that seems to be making Democrats, particu-
larly in the Senate, a little rambunctious and
independent of you, which is evidenced most
clearly in the debate over the Iran sanctions. It
looks like Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid
has expedited consideration of an Iran sanc-
tions bill for January, even as your administra-
tion—and you have been trying to get them to
lay off sanctions while your——

The President. Jackie, I’ve got to say, you’re
stringing a bunch of things along here. Let’s
see if we can hone in on a question. I mean,
I——

Q. Two questions. That’s a lot less than Ed
Henry had. [Laughter] 

with you, but we can’t get along with each
The President. How about I separate o

Iran question from the health care que
On the health care question, look, I thin
answered several times—this is a new ite
of it—but bottom line is that we are go
continue to work every single day to mak
that implementation of the health care la
the website and all elements of it, includ
grandfather clause, work better every 
day. And as I’ve said in previous press c
ences, we’re going to make mistakes, and
going to have problems, but my inte
have been clear throughout, which is,
want to help as many people as possib
secure and make sure that they don’t go
when they get sick. And we’re going 
keep on doing that.

On Iran, there is the possibility of a 
tion to a problem that has been a challen
American national security for over a d
now, and that is getting Iran to, in a ver
fashion, not pursue a nuclear weapon. A
even with the interim deal that we str
Geneva, we had the first halt and, in som
es, some rollback of Iran’s nuclear capab
the first time that we’ve seen that in al
decade. And we now have a structure in
we can have a very serious conversation 
is it possible for Iran to get right with the
national community in a verifiable fash
give us all confidence that any peaceful n
program that they have is not going to b
ponized in a way that threatens us or a
the region, including Israel?

And as I’ve said before and I will repe
very important for us to test whether
possible, not because it’s guaranteed, b
cause the alternative is possibly us hav
engage in some sort of conflict to resol
problem, with all kinds of unintended 
quences.

Now, I’ve been very clear from the 
mean what I say: It is my goal to preven
from obtaining a nuclear weapon. But 
would rather do it diplomatically. I’m k
all options on the table, but if I can do it
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matically, that’s how we should do it. And I
would think that would be the preference of

tions, but we think it’s really useful to have this
club hanging over Iran’s head. Well, first of all,
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is the preference of the American people.

And we lose nothing during this negotiation
period. Precisely because there are verification
provisions in place, we will have more insight
into Iran’s nuclear program over the next 6
months than we have previously. We’ll know if
they are violating the terms of the agreement.
They’re not allowed to accelerate or—their
stockpile of enriched uranium; in fact, they
have to reduce their stockpile of highly en-
riched uranium.

Ironically, if we did not have this 6-month
period in which we’re testing whether we can
get a comprehensive solution to this problem,
they’d be advancing even further on their nu-
clear program. And in light of all that, what I’ve
said to Members of Congress—Democrats and
Republicans—is there is no need for new sanc-
tions legislation. Not yet.

Now, if Iran comes back and says, we can’t
give you assurances that we’re not going to
weaponize, if they’re not willing to address
some of their capabilities that we know could
end up resulting in them having breakout ca-
pacity, it’s not going to be hard for us to turn
the dials back, strengthen sanctions even fur-
ther. I’ll work with Members of Congress to
put even more pressure on Iran. But there’s no
reason to do it right now.

And so I’m not surprised that there’s been
some talk from some Members of Congress
about new sanctions. I think the politics of try-
ing to look tough on Iran are often good when
you’re running for office or if you’re in office.
But as President of the United States right
now, who’s been responsible over the last 4
years, with the help of Congress, in putting to-
gether a comprehensive sanctions regime that
was specifically designed to put pressure on
them and bring them to the table to negotiate,
what I’m saying to them, what I’ve said to the
international community, and what I’ve said to
the American people is let’s test it. Now is the
time to try to see if we can get this thing done.

And I’ve heard some logic that says, well,
Mr. President, we’re supportive of the negotia-

we still have the existing sanctions alre
place that are resulting in Iran losing bill
dollars every month in lost oil sales. We a
have banking and financial sanctions th
still being applied even as the negotiatio
taking place. It’s not as if we’re letting
that.

So I’ve heard arguments, well, but th
we can be assured, and the Iranians will
that if negotiations fail, even new and h
sanctions will be put into place. Listen, 
think the Iranians have any doubt tha
gress would be more than happy to pas
sanctions legislation. We can do that in
on a dime. But if we’re serious about n
tions, we’ve got to create an atmosph
which Iran is willing to move in ways th
uncomfortable for them and contrary t
ideology and rhetoric and their instinc
their suspicions of us. And we don’t he
them to a position where we can actua
solve this by engaging in this kind of acti
right?

Okay, everybody, I think I’m going t
one more question. Colleen McCain N
[Wall Street Journal]. And that is it.

Q. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. There you are.

White House Personnel Changes

Q. Some of your longtime advisers ar
ing the White House, and new folks are
ing in. Others are taking on new roles 
West Wing. As you reshape your team
how does that change the dynamic here
how does it impact what you think you c
complish going forward?

The President. I just had lunch wit
Rouse, who is leaving me. And that’s tou

Q. He says so.
The President. He says so not right 

least. I love that guy, and that will be a 
cant loss, although he’ll still be in tow
hopefully, I’ll be able to consult with him
ongoing basis.

I think the fact that John Podesta is c
in will be terrific. He may deny it, b
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been trying to get him in here for quite some
time. He ran my transition office. I asked him

ing over Christmas on issues like Iran. And the
fact that they make those kinds of sacrifices I’m
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when he was running the transition office if he
would be willing to join us, and at that time, I
think he was still feeling that he wanted to de-
velop CAP and other organizations. But John is
a great strategist, as good as anybody on do-
mestic policy. And I think he’ll be a huge boost
to us and give us more bandwidth to deal with
more issues.

I suspect that we may have additional an-
nouncements in the new year. There’s a natu-
ral turnover that takes place. People get tired.
People get worn out. Sometimes, you need
fresh legs.

But what I can tell you is that the team I
have now is tireless and shares my values, and
believes the thing that I think I’ve repeated
probably four or five times in this press confer-
ence, which is, we get this incredible privilege
for a pretty short period of time to do as much
as we can for as many people as we can to help
them live better lives. And that’s what drives
them. That’s the sacrifice they make being
away from families and soccer games and
birthdays, and some of them will end up work-

always grateful for. And if they then say
after making those sacrifices for 3, 4, 5 y
need a break, then I completely underst

All right? Have a great holiday, ever
Appreciate you.

Q. Merry Christmas.
The President. Merry Christmas. 

New Year.

NOTE: The President’s news conference
at 2:18 p.m. in the James S. Brady Press
ing Room at the White House. In his re
the President referred to White House
Secretary James F. “Jay” Carney; Rich
Leon, judge, U.S. District Court for th
trict of Columbia; former National S
Agency contractor Edward J. Snowden, 
accused of leaking classified docume
members of the news media; former Pre
George W. Bush; and incoming Couns
the President John D. Podesta. He a
ferred to H.J. Res. 59; and the Cent
American Progress (CAP) policy think ta

Statement on the Prevention of Sexual Assault in the United States A
Forces
December 20, 2013

Earlier this year, I directed Secretary Hagel,
Chairman Dempsey, and our entire defense
leadership team to step up their game expo-
nentially in preventing and responding to the
serious crime of sexual assault in our military.
As Commander in Chief, I’ve made it clear
that these crimes have no place in the greatest
military on Earth. Since then, our Armed
Forces have moved ahead with a broad range
of initiatives, including reforms to the military
justice system, improving and expanding pre-
vention programs, and enhancing support for
victims. I commend the Pentagon leadership
for their hard work on this critical issue of vital
importance to our Nation.

Yet, so long as our women and men in uni-
form face the insider threat of sexual assault,

we have an urgent obligation to do m
support victims and hold perpetrators ac
able for their crimes, as appropriate und
military justice system. Members of Co
especially Senators Gillibrand and McC
have rightly called attention to the urge
eradicating this scourge from our Armed
es. As a result, there were a broad range
forms proposed in this year’s National D
Authorization Act. The White House a
Department of Defense and other re
agencies in my administration will conti
work with Congress to address this co
problem, which is a violation of the valu
Armed Forces stand for, destroys trust 
our troops, and undermines our readine
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Today I instructed Secretary Hagel and
Chairman Dempsey to continue their efforts

ress, by December 1, 2014. If I do not see the
kind of progress I expect, then we will consid-
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to make substantial improvements with re-
spect to sexual assault prevention and re-
sponse, including to the military justice sys-
tem. I have also directed that they report back
to me, with a full-scale review of their prog-

er additional reforms that may be requ
eliminate this crime from our military
and protect our brave servicemember
stand guard for us every day at hom
around the world.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of John A. Koskinen as Commission
the Internal Revenue Service
December 20, 2013

I applaud the bipartisan majority of Senators
who today confirmed John Koskinen as the next
Commissioner of the Internal Revenue Service.
John has decades of private and public sector
experience, and he has led institutions in chal-
lenging times. Throughout his career, John has
always acted with the absolute integrity Ameri-

cans demand from those in public servic
his strong leadership and unquestioned 
tise make him the right person to lead th
I want to thank Daniel Werfel for his ou
ing service as Principal Deputy Commi
of the IRS, and I look forward to workin
John as he takes on this new role.

The President’s Weekly Address
December 21, 2013

Hi, everybody. This week, Congress finished
up some important work before heading home
for the holidays.

For the first time in years, both parties came
together in the spirit of compromise to pass a
budget, one that helps chart our economic
course for the next 2 years. This budget will
unwind some of the damaging cuts that have
threatened students and seniors and held back
our businesses. It clears the path for critical in-
vestments in the things that grow our economy
and strengthen our middle class, like education
and research. And it will keep reducing our
deficits, at a time when we’ve seen 4 years of
the fastest deficit reduction since the end of
World War II.

Members of Congress also voted to finally
allow several dedicated and well-qualified pub-
lic servants to do their jobs for the American
people, many of whom waited months for a
simple yes-or-no vote. These are judges, Cabi-
net Secretaries, and military leaders. They’re
men and women charged with growing our
economy, keeping our homeland secure, and

making sure our housing system and fin
system work for ordinary Americans.

So after a year of showdowns and ob
tion that only held back our economy,
been able to break the logjam a bit over t
few weeks. It’s a hopeful sign that we c
the cycle of shortsighted, crisis-driven
sionmaking and actually work together 
things done. And that’s important b
there’s plenty of work to do.

Right now, because Congress failed to 
fore leaving on vacation, more than 1 
Americans are poised to lose a vital sourc
come just a few days after Christmas. Fo
people who are still looking for work, 
ployment insurance is a lifeline that can
the difference between temporary hards
lasting catastrophe. Instead of punishing
families who can least afford it—esp
now—Congress should first restore that 
immediately, then put our entire focus on
ing more good jobs that pay good wages.

That’s what I’ll be focused on next ye
every day I have the privilege of bein
President: growing the economy, exp
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opportunity, building an America that offers
everyone who works hard the chance to get

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:30 p.m. on December 19 in the
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ahead and every child a fair shot at success.
And if Congress continues to act in the spirit

of cooperation we’ve seen in recent weeks, I’m
confident we can make much more progress
together in the year to come.

Thanks, and have a great weekend and a
very merry Christmas.

Roosevelt Room at the White Hou
broadcast on December 21. In the ad
the President referred to H.J. Res. 59
transcript was made available by the Of
the Press Secretary on December 20, b
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on D
ber 21. 

Statement on the Death of John S.D. Eisenhower
December 22, 2013

Michelle and I send our condolences to the
Eisenhower family on the passing of John S.D.
Eisenhower. He grew up the son of an Ameri-
can hero, but emerged a great American in his
own right: a brave soldier who served in World
War II, the Korean war, and ultimately retired
with the rank of Brigadier General; an accom-
plished writer and historian; a talented diplo-

mat. His was a big and quintessentially A
can life, one of patriotism and character,
ing and teaching, and a deep and abiding
of service to his country. Our though
prayers are with John’s wife Joanne, h
David, his daughters Barbara Anne, Susa
Mary, and his grandchildren, along wi
gratitude for his extraordinary life.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Deployment of United States A
Forces Personnel to South Sudan
December 22, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

In my report to the Congress of December
19, 2013, I provided information on the de-
ployment of U.S. forces to support the security
of U.S. personnel and our Embassy in South
Sudan. I am providing this additional report,
consistent with the War Powers Resolution
(Public Law 93–148), to help ensure that the
Congress is kept fully informed on U.S. mili-
tary activities in South Sudan.

On December 21, 2013, approximately 46
additional U.S. military personnel deployed by
military aircraft to the area of Bor, South Su-
dan, to conduct an operation to evacuate U.S.
citizens and personnel. After the aircraft came
under fire as they approached Bor, the opera-
tion was curtailed due to security consider-
ations, and the aircraft and all military person-

nel onboard departed South Sudan w
completing the evacuation.

The purpose of this operation was to p
U.S. citizens, personnel, and property
monitor the situation in South Sudan, 
take further action to support the secu
U.S. citizens, personnel, and property, i
ing our Embassy, in South Sudan.

This action has been directed con
with my responsibility to protect U.S. c
both at home and abroad, and in furth
of U.S. national security and foreign po
terests, pursuant to my constitutional au
to conduct U.S. foreign relations and as
mander in Chief and Chief Executive.

I appreciate the support of the Cong
these actions.

Sincerely,

BARACK OB
1392
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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-

tives, and Patrick J. Leahy, President pro tem-
pore of the Senate.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Designation of Curaçao 
Beneficiary Country for Purposes of the Caribbean Basin Econ
Recovery Act and the Caribbean Basin Trade Partnership Act
December 23, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Mr. President:)

In accordance with section 212 of the Carib-
bean Basin Economic Recovery Act (CBERA)
(19 U.S.C. 2702), as amended by the Caribbe-
an Basin Trade Partnership Act (CBTPA)
(Public Law 106–200), and after considering
the criteria set forth in sections 212(b) and (c)
and 213(b)(5)(B) of the CBERA (19 U.S.C.
2702(b) and (c) and 19 U.S.C. 2703(b)(5)(B)),
I have determined that it is appropriate to des-
ignate Curaçao, which is a successor political
entity to The Netherlands Antilles, as a benefi-
ciary country for the purposes of the CBERA
and CBTPA.

In accordance with section 212(a)(1)(A) of
the CBERA, I am hereby notifying the Con-
gress of my intent to designate Curaçao as a
beneficiary country for the purposes of the
CBERA and CBTPA. After the U.S. Trade

Representative (USTR) makes a determ
under section 213(b)(4)(A)(ii) (19 
2703(b)(4)(A)(ii)) regarding whether C
has implemented and follows or is makin
stantial progress toward implementing a
lowing the customs procedures required
the CBTPA, and publishes such determ
in the Federal Register, Curaçao will be
ble for benefits under the CBTPA on th
that the USTR designates.

Sincerely,

BARACK OB

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jo
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Repre
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President
Senate. The related Proclamation 9072 i
in Appendix D at the end of this volume

The President’s Weekly Address
December 25, 2013

The President. Hello, everybody, and happy
holidays.

The First Lady. We know how busy this
time of year is for everyone, so we’re not going
to take much of your time. But we did want to
take a moment to wish you all a merry Christ-
mas, from our family to yours.

The President. This is a season for millions
of Americans to be together with family, to
continue long-held holiday traditions, and to
show our gratitude to those we love. And along
the way, some of us might even watch a little
basketball or eat some Christmas cookies too.

The First Lady. Here at the White House,
over the past few weeks, we’ve had about
70,000 people from all across the country come

visit and look at our holiday decoration
year’s theme was “Gather Around: Sto
the Season.” And in every room of the 
we tried to tell the story about who we
Americans and how we celebrate the h
together.

And we made certain to highlight so
the most powerful stories we know: the 
of our outstanding troops, veterans, an
tary families and their service and sacrif
our country.

The President. Our extraordinary me
women in uniform are serving so that th
of us can enjoy the blessings we cherish 
the holidays. But that means many 
troops are far from home and far from 
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They’re spending some extra time on the
phone with their loved ones back home. Or

drives for their neighbors. For families like
ours, that service is a chance to celebrate the
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they’re setting up video chats so they can watch
as the presents are opened. So today we want
all our troops to know that you’re in our
thoughts and prayers this holiday season.

And here’s the good news: For many of our
troops and newest veterans, this might be the
first time in years that they’ve been with their
families on Christmas. In fact, with the Iraq
war over and the transition in Afghanistan,
fewer of our men and women in uniform are
deployed in harm’s way than at any time in the
last decade.

The First Lady. And that’s something that
we all can be thankful for. And with more and
more of our troops back here at home, now it’s
our turn to serve. It’s our turn to step up and
show our gratitude for the military families
who have given us so much.

And that’s why Jill Biden and I started our
Joining Forces initiative, to rally all Americans
to support our military families in ways large
and small. And again and again, we have been
overwhelmed by the response we’ve gotten, as
folks from across the country have found new
ways to give back to these families through
their schools, businesses, and houses of wor-
ship.

The President. That’s the same spirit of giv-
ing that connects all of us during the holidays.
So many people all across the country are help-
ing out at soup kitchens, buying gifts for chil-
dren in need, or organizing food or clothing

birth of Christ and live out what He tau
to love our neighbors as we would oursel
feed the hungry and look after the sick
our brother’s keeper and our sister’s k
And for all of us as Americans, regard
our faith, those are values that can driv
be better parents and friends, better 
bors, and better citizens.

The First Lady. So as we look to th
year, let’s pledge ourselves to living out
values by reaching out and lifting up th
our communities who could use a hand u

The President. So merry Christmas, 
one. And from the two of us, as well as 
Sasha, Grandma, Bo——

The First Lady. And Sunny, the n
Obama.

The President. ——we wish you all a b
and safe holiday season.

The First Lady. Happy holidays ever
and God bless.

NOTE: The address was recorded at ap
mately 4:30 p.m. on December 19 in the
evelt Room at the White House for bro
on December 25. In the address, the Pre
referred to his mother-in-law Marian Rob
The First Lady referred to Jill T. Biden, 
Vice President Joe Biden. The transcri
made available by the Office of the Press
tary on December 24, but was embargo
release until 6 a.m. on December 25. 

Statement on Signing the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
2014
December 26, 2013

Today I have signed into law H.R. 3304, the
“National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2014.” I have signed this annual defense
authorization legislation because it will provide
pay and bonuses for our service members, en-
hance counterterrorism initiatives abroad,
build the security capacity of key partners, and
expand efforts to prevent sexual assault and
strengthen protections for victims.

Since taking office, I have repeatedly cal
on the Congress to work with my Adminis
to close the detention facility at Guantanam
Cuba. The continued operation of the 
weakens our national security by draining r
es, damaging our relationships with key all
partners, and emboldening violent extremi

For the past several years, the Congr
enacted unwarranted and burdensome r
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tions that have impeded my ability to transfer
detainees from Guantanamo. Earlier this year I

I oppose these provisions, as I have in years
past, and will continue to work with the Con-
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again called upon the Congress to lift these re-
strictions and, in this bill, the Congress has tak-
en a positive step in that direction. Section
1035 of this Act gives the Administration addi-
tional flexibility to transfer detainees abroad by
easing rigid restrictions that have hindered ne-
gotiations with foreign countries and interfered
with executive branch determinations about
how and where to transfer detainees. Section
1035 does not, however, eliminate all of the un-
warranted limitations on foreign transfers and,
in certain circumstances, would violate consti-
tutional separation of powers principles. The
executive branch must have the flexibility,
among other things, to act swiftly in conducting
negotiations with foreign countries regarding
the circumstances of detainee transfers. Of
course, even in the absence of any statutory re-
strictions, my Administration would transfer a
detainee only if the threat the detainee may
pose can be sufficiently mitigated and only
when consistent with our humane treatment
policy. Section 1035 nevertheless represents an
improvement over current law and is a wel-
come step toward closing the facility.

In contrast, sections 1033 and 1034 continue
unwise funding restrictions that curtail options
available to the executive branch. Section 1033
renews the bar against using appropriated
funds to construct or modify any facility in the
United States, its territories, or possessions to
house any Guantanamo detainee in the custo-
dy or under the control of the Department of
Defense unless authorized by the Congress.
Section 1034 renews the bar against using ap-
propriated funds to transfer Guantanamo de-
tainees into the United States for any purpose.

gress to remove these restrictions. The 
tive branch must have the authority to 
mine when and where to prosecute Gua
mo detainees, based on the facts and c
stances of each case and our national s
interests. For decades, Republican and D
cratic administrations have successfully 
cuted hundreds of terrorists in Federal
Those prosecutions are a legitimate, eff
and powerful tool in our efforts to prote
Nation. Removing that tool from the exe
branch does not serve our national secu
terests. Moreover, section 1034 would,
certain circumstances, violate constit
separation of powers principles.

The detention facility at Guantanam
tinues to impose significant costs on the 
ican people. I am encouraged that this A
vides the Executive greater flexibility to
fer Guantanamo detainees abroad, an
forward to working with the Congress t
the additional steps needed to close the
ty. In the event that the restrictions 
transfer of Guantanamo detainees in se
1034 and 1035 operate in a manner th
lates constitutional separation of power
ciples, my Administration will implemen
in a manner that avoids the constitution
flict.

BARACK OB

The White House,
December 26, 2013.

NOTE: H.R. 3304, approved Decemb
was assigned Public Law No. 113–66.

Statement on the Observance of Kwanzaa
December 26, 2013

Michelle and I extend our best wishes to all
those celebrating Kwanzaa this holiday season.
Today marks the beginning of the week-long
celebration of African American culture
through family activities and community festiv-
ities that bring attention to Kwanzaa’s seven

principles of unity, self-determination, 
tive work and responsibility, cooperativ
nomics, purpose, creativity, and faith. T
each principle represents the essence 
holiday, they also represent the shared 
that bind us as Americans.
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As families and communities across our
country come together today to light the kina-

NOTE: This statement was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary as a statement by
1396

ra, our family sends our hopes for a prosperous
and healthy new year.

the President and the First Lady.
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The following list includes the President’s pub-
lic schedule and other items of general interest
announced by the Office of the Press Secretary
and not included elsewhere in this book.

July 1
In the morning, the President, Mrs. Obama,

and their daughters Malia and Sasha traveled
to Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, arriving in the af-
ternoon. While en route, he had a telephone
conversation with Prime Minister Kevin M.
Rudd of Australia to congratulate him on his
return to office and discuss Australia-U.S. rela-
tions. Then, he had a telephone conversation
with former Prime Minister Julia E. Gillard to
thank her for her work as Prime Minister and
wish her well in future endeavors. 

Also while en route, the President received
an intelligence briefing from Deputy National
Security Adviser Antony J. Blinken.

In the afternoon, upon arrival at Julius
Nyere International Airport in Dar es Salaam,
Tanazania, the President participated in an ar-
rival ceremony with President Jakaya Mrisho
Kikwete of Tanzania. Later, at the State
House, he and Mrs. Obama participated in an
arrival ceremony with President Kikwete and
his wife Salma Kikwete.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Gov. Janice K. Brew-
er of Arizona to receive an update on the wild-
fires affecting her State and offer his condo-
lences to the families of the 19 firefighters who
lost their lives in the fire.

Also during the day, the President had a
telephone conversation with President Mu-
hammad Mursi of Egypt to express his con-
cerns about the recent political demonstrations
and violence in Egypt and encourage President
Mursi to resolve the crisis through the political
process.

July 2
In the morning, at the U.S. Embassy in Dar

es Salaam, Tanzania, the President visited with

Embassy personnel and their families. 
he and former President George W. Bu
ticipated in a wreath-laying ceremony 
memorial for the 1998 Embassy bombin
er, they met with survivors and family
bers of the victims of the bombing.

In the afternoon, the President,
Obama, and their daughters Malia and
traveled to Dakar, Senegal. Then, th
turned to Washington, DC, arriving in th
ning.

The President declared a major disa
Iowa and ordered Federal aid to suppl
State and local recovery efforts in the a
fected by severe storms, tornadoes, and
ing from May 19 through June 14.

July 3
During the day, the President had 

phone conversation with Chancellor 
Merkel of Germany to discuss the surve
activities allegedly conducted by the N
Security Agency. Chancellor Merkel a
fered her condolences to the families of 
firefighters who lost their lives in the w
in Arizona.

Also during the day, in the Situation 
the President met with his national s
team to discuss the situation in Egypt.

July 5
In the morning, the President trave

Joint Base Andrews, MD.
In the afternoon, the President trave

Camp David, MD.

July 6
During the day, the President had a c

ence call with his National Security Cou
discuss the situation in Egypt.

Also during the day, the President re
an update from Assistant to the Preside
Homeland Security and Counterterroris
O. Monaco on the crash landing of Asian
lines Flight 214 in San Francisco, CA. 
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July 7
In the afternoon, the President returned to

The President announced his intention to
nominate Carlos R. Moreno to be Ambassador

ion to
 of the
udicial

 Pres-
en, in
 Exec-
bers of

, the
inner
unch-

ice, he
 with

 Nahy-
mand-
 Arab
ad Al

 Egypt
 coun-
e met
ew.
uation
ary of

ion to
 Assis-
overn-
Com-

ion to
sistant
habili-
duca-

ion to
bassa-
d.
ion to
dor to

ion to
erma-

ns Ed-
1398

Washington, DC. 

July 8
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing. Later, in the Cabinet
Room, he had a Cabinet meeting. Vice Presi-
dent Biden also attended. Then, in the Oval
Office, he met with Secretary of Health and
Human Services Kathleen Sebelius, Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services Adminis-
trator Marilyn B. Tavenner, White House staff
members, and leaders from the health and
technology fields to discuss the role of data and
innovation in improving the cost and quality of
health care. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will award the 2012 National Medal of
Arts and the National Humanities Medal on
July 10.

The President announced the designation of
the following individuals as members of a Pres-
idential delegation to attend the Inauguration
of Tsakhia Elbegdorj as President of Mongolia
in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, on July 10: Piper
A.W. Campbell (head of delegation); and Tom-
icah Tillemann.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Wanda F. Felton to be First Vice
President of the U.S. Export-Import Bank.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Dennis V. McGinn to be Assistant
Secretary for Energy, Installations, and Envi-
ronment at the Department of the Navy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Tomasz P. Malinowski to be Assis-
tant Secretary for Democracy, Human Rights,
and Labor at the Department of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Evan Ryan to be Assistant Secretary
for Educational and Cultural Affairs at the De-
partment of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Mark B. Childress to be Ambassador
to Tanzania.

to Belize.
The President announced his intent

appoint Anthony T. Pierce as a member
District of Columbia Commission on J
Disabilities and Tenure. 

July 9
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident had an intelligence briefing. Th
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower
utive Office Building, he met with mem
the Congressional Black Caucus.

In the afternoon, in the East Room
President dropped by the Kids’ State D
for the winners of the 2013 Healthy L
time Challenge. Later, in the Oval Off
had separate telephone conversations
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed Al
an of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Com
er of the Armed Forces of the United
Emirates, and Amir Tamim bin Ham
Thani of Qatar to discuss the situation in
and U.S. relations with their respective
tries. Then, also in the Oval Office, h
with Secretary of the Treasury Jacob J. L

Later in the afternoon, in the Sit
Room, the President met with Secret
Defense Charles T. Hagel. 

The President announced his intent
nominate Margaret L. Cummisky to be
tant Secretary for Legislative and Interg
mental Affairs at the Department of 
merce.

The President announced his intent
nominate Michael K. Yudin to be As
Secretary for Special Education and Re
tative Services at the Department of E
tion.

The President announced his intent
nominate Matthew W. Barzun to be Am
dor to Great Britain and Northern Irelan

The President announced his intent
nominate John Hoover to be Ambassa
Sierra Leone.

The President announced his intent
nominate Crystal Nix-Hines to be U.S. P
nent Representative to the United Natio
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ucational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), with the rank of Ambassador.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome President Truong Tan Sang

5.
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The President announced his intention to
nominate John R. Phillips to be Ambassador to
Italy and San Marino.

July 10
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing. Then, he met with his se-
nior advisers. Later, in Room 350 of the Eisen-
hower Executive Office Building, he and Vice
President Biden met with members of the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President and Vice President Biden met with
Secretary of State John F. Kerry. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will host the 5,000th Daily Point of Light
Award ceremony with former President George
H.W. Bush at the White House on July 15.

The President declared a major disaster in
Montana and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-
ea affected by flooding from May 19 through
June 3.

July 11
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing. Then, also in the Oval Of-
fice, they met with Sens. John S. McCain III
and Charles E. Schumer to discuss immigra-
tion reform.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with the 1963 Loyola University
of Chicago Ramblers championship basketball
team to honor the 50th anniversary of their
championship title and acknowledge their role
in breaking down racial barriers. Later, also in
the Oval Office, he and Vice President Biden
met with the cochairs of the Chinese delega-
tion to the U.S.-China Strategic and Economic
Dialogue, Vice Premier Wang Yang and State
Councilor Yang Jiechi.

In the evening, at the Jefferson Hotel, the
President attended a Democratic National
Committee event.

of Vietnam to the White House on July 2
The White House announced that the

dent will welcome Prime Minister An
Samaras of Greece to the White House 
gust 8.

The President announced the nomina
William W. Nooter to be a judge on the
rior Court of the District of Columbia.

July 12
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing. 

In the afternoon, the President had 
phone conversation with President Vl
Vladimirovich Putin of Russia to discus
sian-U.S. relations, counterterrorism co
tion, and the status of former National S
Agency contractor Edward J. Snowden. 
so had a telephone conversation with Ki
dallah bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi 
to express his warm wishes on the occa
Ramadan, Saudi Arabia-U.S. relations, a
situation in Syria.

The President announced his intent
nominate Gregory D. Winfree to be Ad
trator of the Research and Innovative Te
ogy Administration at the Departme
Transportation.

The President announced his intent
nominate Rhonda S. Schmidtlein to be a
ber of the U.S. International Trade Co
sion.

The President announced his intent
appoint Angelique M. Crumbly as As
Administrator for Management at the
Agency for International Development.

The President announced his intent
appoint John B. Nathman as a member
Board of Visitors to the U.S. Naval Acad

The President announced his intent
appoint Rion J. Ramirez as a member 
President’s Commission on White Hous
lowships.

The President declared a major disa
North Dakota and ordered Federal aid t
plement State and local recovery efforts
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area affected by severe storms and flooding
from May 17 through June 16.

July 18
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-
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The President declared a major disaster in
New York and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-
ea affected by severe storms and flooding from
June 28 through July 4.

July 15
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Red Room, the
President and Mrs. Obama had lunch with for-
mer President George H.W. Bush, former
First Lady Barbara Bush, and members of the
Bush family.

July 16
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident had an intelligence briefing. Later, in the
Blue Room, he recorded separate interviews
with Spanish language news anchors from the
Dallas, TX, Denver, CO, Los Angeles, CA, and
New York City media markets.

In the afternoon, the President met with
Sens. A. Lamar Alexander, Richard M. Burr,
Thomas A. Coburn, Thomas R. Harkin, Joseph
Manchin III, and Angus S. King, Jr., to discuss
Federal student loan rates.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome the NCAA Champion Uni-
versity of Louisville Cardinals to the White
House on July 23.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kent Y. Hirozawa and Nancy J.
Schiffer to be members of the National Labor
Relations Board.

July 17
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Private Dining
Room, the President and Vice President Biden
had lunch. 

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will deliver remarks on the implementa-
tion of the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act at the White House on July 18.

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing. Then, also in the Ov
fice, he had a telephone conversation
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of
to discuss the situations in Egypt, Ira
Syria, peace efforts with the Palestinian
Israel-U.S. security cooperation.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Offic
President participated in a credentialing
mony for newly appointed Ambassadors
U.S.

The President announced his intent
nominate Carolyn Hessler-Radelet to b
rector of the Peace Corps.

The President announced his intent
nominate Beth Robinson to be Under 
tary for Energy at the Department of En

The President announced his intent
nominate Jessica Garfola Wright to be 
Secretary for Personnel and Readiness 
Department of Defense.

The President announced his intent
nominate Nisha Desai Biswal to be As
Secretary for South Asian Affairs at th
partment of State.

The President announced his intent
nominate Julia Frifield to be Assistant 
tary for Legislative Affairs at the Depa
of State.

The President announced his intent
nominate Frank A. Rose to be Assistant 
tary for Verification and Compliance 
Department of State.

The President announced his intent
nominate Scott S. Dahl to be Inspector G
al of the Department of Labor.

The President announced his intent
nominate Timothy M. Broas to be U.S. A
sador to the Netherlands.

The President announced his intent
nominate Adam M. Scheinman to be S
Representative of the President for N
Nonproliferation, with the rank of Am
dor, at the Department of State.

The President announced his intent
nominate J. Pius Pietrzyk to be a mem
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the Board of Directors of the Legal Services
Corporation.

July 23
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-
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July 19
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with his senior advisers. Later,
in the East Room, he and Mrs. Obama hosted
a reception for the foreign diplomatic corps.

The President declared a major disaster in
Missouri and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-
ea affected by severe storms, straight-line
winds, tornadoes, and flooding from May 29
through June 10.

July 21
The White House announced that the Presi-

dent will travel to Galesburg, IL, and Warrens-
burg, MO, on July 24.

July 22
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident had an intelligence briefing.
In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the

President met with Secretary of State John F.
Kerry.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will travel to Jacksonville, FL, on July 25.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will deliver remarks at the Korean War
Veterans Memorial to commemorate the 60th
anniversary of the Korean war armistice on Ju-
ly 27.

The President announced the designation of
the following individuals as members of a Pres-
idential delegation to South Korea to attend
ceremonies commemorating the 60th anniver-
sary of the Korean war armistice in Seoul,
South Korea, on July 27: 

Sung Y. Kim (head of delegation); 
James D. Thurman; 
James P. Zumwalt; 
David F. Helvey; and 
David R. Stilwell.

ident had an intelligence briefing. Then,
Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive 
Building, he met with the Congressiona
Pacific American Caucus to discuss issu
fecting the Asian American and Pacific I
er communities.

During the day, in the Oval Office, the
ident met with Director of Speechw
Cody S. Keenan.

The White House announced that the
dent will welcome the 2012 World 
Champion San Francisco Giants to the 
House on July 29.

July 24
In the morning, the President trave

Galesburg, IL, arriving in the afternoon.
In the afternoon, the President trave

Warrensburg, MO.
In the evening, the President retur

Washington, DC.
The President announced his intent

nominate Marcel J. Lettre II to be Pr
Deputy Under Secretary for Intelligence
Department of Defense.

The President announced his intent
nominate Robert M. Simon to be Associa
rector for Energy and Environment at t
fice of Science and Technology Policy.

The President announced his intent
nominate Caroline Bouvier Kennedy 
Ambassador to Japan.

The President announced his intent
appoint Betty S. Sutton as Administrator
Saint Lawrence Seaway Development C
ration.

July 25
In the morning, the President trave

Jacksonville, FL, arriving in the afte
While en route aboard Air Force One, h
with Secretary of Transportation Anth
Foxx.

In the afternoon, the President and 
tary Foxx toured the TraPac Berth 16 fac
JAXPORT’s Dames Point Marine Te
with JAXPORT Interim Chief Executiv
cer Roy A. Schleicher, TraPac, Inc., Re
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Vice President and General Manager Dennis
F. Kelly, and International Longshoremen’s

In the evening, the President returned to
Washington, DC.
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Association Local 1408 Representative Fred
D. Wakefield. Later, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome the 2013 NCAA women’s
basketball champion University of Connecticut
Huskies to the White House on July 31.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Tony Hammond to be a Commis-
sioner on the Postal Regulatory Commission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Donald Lu to be Ambassador to Al-
bania.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert A. Sherman to be Ambassa-
dor to Portugal.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Leslie E. Bains to be a member of
the Board of Directors of the Securities Inves-
tor Protection Corporation.

The President announced the nomination of
Vince G. Chhabria to be a judge on the U.S.
District Court for the Northern District of Cal-
ifornia.

The President announced the nomination of
the following individuals to be judges on the
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of
Michigan: 

Matthew F. Leitman; 
Judith E. Levy; 
Laurie J. Michelson; and 
Linda V. Parker.

The President announced the nomination of
James M. Moody, Jr., to be a judge on the U.S.
District Court for the Eastern District of Ar-
kansas.

The President declared a major disaster in
Minnesota and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-
ea affected by severe storms, straight-line
winds, and flooding from June 20 through 26.

July 26
In the morning, the President traveled to

Camp David, MD.

The White House announced that the
dent will travel to Chattanooga, TN, on J

The White House announced that the
dent will award the Medal of Honor to 
Ty M. Carter, USA, on August 26.

The President declared a major disa
West Virginia and ordered Federal aid 
plement State and local recovery efforts
area affected by severe storms and flood
June 13.

The President declared a major disa
Colorado and ordered Federal aid to s
ment State and local recovery efforts in 
ea affected by the Royal Gorge Fire from
11 through 16.

The President declared a major disa
Colorado and ordered Federal aid to s
ment State and local recovery efforts in 
ea affected by the Black Forest Fire from
11 through 21.

July 27
In the morning, at the Korean War Ve

Memorial, the President participated
wreath-laying ceremony to commemora
60th anniversary of the Korean war armi

July 29
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident had an intelligence briefing, follow
a meeting with senior advisers.

In the afternoon, on the patio outsi
Oval Office, the President had lunch wi
mer Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
ton. Then, in the Oval Office, he met wit
retary of State John F. Kerry. Later, 
Roosevelt Room, he met with Attorney G
al Eric H. Holder, Jr., Secretary of 
Thomas E. Perez, civil rights leaders, and
and local officials to discuss strengthenin
ing rights.

The White House announced that the
dent will welcome President Toomas H
Ilves of Estonia, President Dalia Grybau
of Lithuania, and President Andris Ber
Latvia to the White House on August 30
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July 30
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

The President announced his intention to
nominate Philip S. Goldberg to be Ambassador
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ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing. Then, also in the Oval Of-
fice, they met with Minister of Justice Tzipora
“Tzipi” Livni and Yitzhak Molcho of Israel and
Chief Negotiator Saeb Erekat and Mohammed
Shtayyeh of the Palestinian Authority to dis-
cuss the resumption of direct Israeli-Palestin-
ian peace negotiations. U.S. Secretary of State
John F. Kerry, National Security Adviser Susan
E. Rice, Special Envoy for Israeli-Palestinian
Negotiations Martin S. Indyk, and White
House Coordinator for the Middle East Philip
H. Gordon also attended. Later, the President
traveled to Chattanooga, TN, arriving in the af-
ternoon.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
the Amazon Fulfillment Center, where he
toured the facility, met with employees, and
participated in an interview with Amazon Kin-
dle Singles editor David Blum. Later, he re-
turned to Washington, DC. Then, in the Oval
Office, he and Vice President Biden met with
Secretary of Defense Charles T. Hagel.

The President announced his intention to
nominate L. Paige Marvel to be a judge on the
U.S. Tax Court.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kenneth L. Mossman to be a mem-
ber of the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety
Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kenneth R. Weinstein to be a mem-
ber of the Broadcasting Board of Governors.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michael L. Connor to be Deputy
Secretary at the Department of the Interior.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert O. Blake, Jr., to be Ambassa-
dor to Indonesia.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Thomas F. Daughton to be Ambas-
sador to Namibia.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John L. Estrada to be Ambassador to
Trinidad and Tobago.

to the Philippines.
The President announced his intent

nominate Michael S. Hoza to be Amba
to Camaroon.

The President announced his intent
nominate Noah B. Mamet to be Ambassa
Argentina.

The President announced his intent
nominate Eunice S. Reddick to be Amba
to Niger.

July 31
In the morning, at the U.S. Capito

President met separately with the 
Democratic Caucus and the Senate Dem
ic Caucus.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Offic
President and Vice President Joe Bide
with Secretary of the Treasury Jacob J. L

The President announced his intent
nominate France A. Cordova to be Dire
the National Science Foundation.

The President announced his intent
nominate Sarah Bloom Raskin to be D
Secretary at the Department of the Trea

The President announced his intent
nominate Sylvia I. Garcia to be Chief Fin
Officer and Assistant Secretary for Budg
Programs at the Department of Trans
tion.

The President announced his intent
nominate Jo E. Handelsman to be As
Director for Science at the Office of S
and Technology Policy.

The President announced his intent
nominate Gregory B. Starr to be Assistan
retary for Diplomatic Security at the D
ment of State.

The President announced his intent
nominate Karen C. Stanton to be Amba
to Timor-Leste.

The President announced his intent
nominate Amy J. Hyatt to be Ambassa
Palau.

August 1
In the afternoon, in the Private D

Room, the President and Vice Preside
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Biden had lunch. Then, in the Oval Office, he
met with Members of Congress to discuss pro-
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grams conducted under the Foreign Intelli-
gence Surveillance Act. Later, in the East
Room, he hosted a reception honoring the
50th anniversary of the Lawyers’ Committee
for Civil Rights Under Law.

During the day, the President had separate
telephone conversations with Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel and President
Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian Authority
to discuss the Middle East peace process and
commend their leadership in resuming final
status negotiations.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John A. Koskinen to be Commission-
er of the Internal Revenue Service.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Deborah Lee James to be Secretary
of the Air Force.

The President announced his intention to
nominate J. Christopher Giancarlo to be a
Commissioner of the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michael P. O’Rielly to be a Commis-
sioner of the Federal Communications Com-
mission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Patrick Pizzella to be a member of
the Federal Labor Relations Authority.

The President announced his intention to
nominate R. Gil Kerlikowske to be Commis-
sioner of Customs at the Department of
Homeland Security.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Frank G. Klotz to be Under Secre-
tary for Nuclear Security and Administrator of
the National Nuclear Security Administration
at the Department of Energy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Sarah Sewall to be Under Secretary
for Civilian Security, Democracy, and Human
Rights at the Department of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Suzanne E. Spaulding to be Under
Secretary for National Protection Programs at
the Department of Homeland Security.

Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere a
ministrator of the National Oceanic and 
spheric Administration at the Departm
Commerce.

The President announced his intent
nominate Karen Dynan to be Assistant 
tary for Economic Policy at the Departm
the Treasury.

The President announced his intent
nominate Peter J. Kadzik to be Assistant
ney General for Legislative Affairs at th
partment of Justice.

The President announced his intent
nominate Anne W. Patterson to be As
Secretary for Near Eastern Affairs at th
partment of State.

The President announced his intent
nominate Linda A. Spoonster Schwartz
Assistant Secretary for Policy and Plann
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

The President announced his intent
nominate Stevan E. Bunnell to be G
Counsel at the Department of Homela
curity.

The President announced his intent
nominate Steven Croley to be General 
sel at the Department of Energy.

The President announced his intent
nominate Richard F. Griffin to be G
Counsel of the National Labor Re
Board.

The President announced his intent
nominate Deborah A.P. Hersman to
member and Chairman of the National 
portation Safety Board.

The President announced his intent
nominate Christopher A. Hart to be a m
of the National Transportation Safety Bo

The President announced his intent
nominate Dwight L. Bush, Sr., to be Am
dor to Morocco.

The President announced his intent
nominate Pamela K. Hamamoto to b
Representative to the Office of the Unit
tions and Other International Organizat
Geneva, with the rank of Ambassador.
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The President announced his intention to
nominate Matthew T. Harrington to be Am-

August 2
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-
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The President announced the nomination of

Michelle T. Friedland and John B. Owens to
be judges on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit.

The President announced the nomination of
Nancy L. Moritz to be a judge on the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit.

The President announced the nomination of
Gary L. Blankinship to be U.S. marshal for the
Southern District of Texas.

The President announced the nomination of
Robert L. Hobbs to be U.S. marshal for the
Eastern District of Texas.

The President announced the nomination of
Amos Rojas, Jr., to be U.S. marshal for the
Southern District of Florida.

The President announced the nomination of
Peter C. Tobin to be U.S. marshal for the
Southern District of Ohio.

The President announced the nomination of
Christopher R. Cooper to be a judge on the
U.S. District Court for the District of Colum-
bia.

The President announced the nomination of
Daniel D. Crabtree to be a judge on the U.S.
District Court for the District of Kansas.

The President announced the nomination of
M. Douglas Harpool to be a judge on the U.S.
District Court for the Western District of Mis-
souri.

The President announced the nomination of
Sheryl H. Lipman to be a judge on the U.S.
District Court for the Western District of Ten-
nessee.

The President announced the nomination of
Gerald A. McHugh, Jr., and Edward G. Smith
to be judges on the U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania.

The President declared a major disaster in
Iowa and ordered Federal aid to supplement
State and local recovery efforts in the area af-
fected by severe storms, tornadoes, and flood-
ing from June 21 through 28.

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing.

The White House announced that the
dent will travel to Phoenix, AZ, on Augu

The President declared a major disa
Texas and ordered Federal aid to supp
State and local recovery efforts in the a
fected by an explosion from April 17 throu

The President declared a major disa
South Dakota and ordered Federal aid t
plement State and local recovery efforts
area affected by severe storms, tornadoe
flooding from June 19 through 29.

The President declared a major disa
Florida and ordered Federal aid to suppl
State and local recovery efforts in the a
fected by severe storms and flooding fro
2 through 7.

The President declared a major disa
New Hampshire and ordered Federal 
supplement State and local recovery eff
the area affected by severe storms, flo
and landslides from June 26 through July

The President declared a major disa
Vermont and ordered Federal aid to s
ment State and local recovery efforts in 
ea affected by severe storms and floodin
June 25 through July 11.

August 3
In the afternoon, the President trave

Camp David, MD. Later, he received a
ing from National Security Adviser Su
Rice and Assistant to the President for H
land Security and Counterterrorism L
Monaco on preparedness efforts in respo
indications that the Al Qaida terrorist org
tion or its affiliates were planning to 
U.S. citizens or installations, especially 
Middle East, North Africa, or South Asia

August 4
In the afternoon, the President retur

Washington, DC.
The White House announced that the

dent will travel to Los Angeles, CA, on A
6 and 7.
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The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will travel to Camp Pendleton, CA, on

morial as part of the “Let Freedom Ring” cere-
mony to commemorate the 50th anniversary of
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August 7.

August 5
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident had an intelligence briefing, followed by
a meeting with senior advisers.

In the evening, in the Blue Room, the Presi-
dent met with former Negro League baseball
players.

August 6
In the morning, the President traveled to

Chandler, AZ, arriving in afternoon.
In the afternoon, the President and Secre-

tary of Housing and Urban Development
Shaun L.S. Donovan traveled to Erickson Con-
struction, where they toured the facilities.
Then, he traveled to Phoenix, AZ. 

Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to Burbank, CA. Later, he traveled to Los
Angeles, CA.

In the evening, the President traveled to the
Hilton Woodland Hills hotel, where he re-
mained overnight.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will travel to Orlando, FL, on August 10.

August 7
In the morning, the President traveled to

Camp Pendleton, CA. 
In the afternoon, the President returned to

Washington, DC, arriving in the evening.
During the day, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Prime Minister Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey to discuss the
situations in Syria and Egypt and offer Prime
Minister Erdogan and the Turkish people his
best wishes on the beginning of the Ramazan
Bayrami holiday.

Also during the day, the President had a
telephone conversation with President Uhuru
Kenyatta of Kenya to express his support fol-
lowing the fire at Jomo Kenyatta International
Airport in Nairobi and commemorate the 15th
anniversary of the terrorist bombing of the
U.S. Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will deliver remarks at the Lincoln Me-

the March on Washington for Jobs and
dom on August 28. 

The White House announced that the
dent will travel to Stockholm, Sweden, o
tember 4 and 5.

The White House announced that the
dent will travel to St. Petersburg, Russia
tend the Group of Twenty (G–20) sum
September 5 and 6.

August 8
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident had an intelligence briefing.
The White House announced that the

dent and Mrs. Obama will travel to M
Vineyard, MA, on August 10.

The President announced his intent
appoint Alfred Valenzuela, Isaac N. “Ike
ton IV, and Libby H. O’Connell as mem
the World War I Centennial Commissio

The President announced his intent
appoint Mark Hertling and Anthony M. 
as members of the President’s Council o
ness, Sports, and Nutrition.

The President announced his intent
appoint Matrice Ellis-Kirk as a member
President’s Commission on White Hous
lowships.

The President announced his intent
appoint Bruce Cole as a member 
Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial Co
sion.

The President declared a major disa
Wisconsin and ordered Federal aid to s
ment State and local recovery efforts in 
ea affected by severe storms, floodin
mudslides from June 20 through 28.

August 9
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident had an intelligence briefing.
In the afternoon, in the Oval Offic

President met with Secretary of State J
Kerry.

The President announced the designa
the following individuals as members of 
idential delegation  to attend the Inaugu
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of Horacio Manuel Cartes Jara as President of
Paraguay in Asuncion, Paraguay, on August 15:

August 16
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

ate on

 a tele-
nt Joe
 Presi-

 Presi-
 Malia
C, on

bama,
turned

 Pres-
ed by

Room,
of the
Finan-
ard A.
gency
ederal
Com-

Chair-
Insur-
ruen-

tration
urities
ary Jo
. Lew,

hening
of the
nsum-
agency

 Presi-
S. Sgt.

 Presi-
acuse,
Ernest J. Moniz (head of delegation); 
James H. Thessin; 
Miriam Sapiro; and 
Francisco J. Sánchez.

August 10
In the morning, the President and Mrs.

Obama traveled to Orlando, FL.
In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.

Obama traveled to Martha’s Vineyard, MA,
where, upon arrival, they traveled to their va-
cation residence in Chilmark, MA.

August 12
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing.
The President announced his intention to

appoint Carla A. Harris as Chairperson of the
National Women’s Business Council.

The President announced his intention to
appoint S. Fitzgerald Haney and Beth Heifetz
as members of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Council.

August 13
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing.
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Nancy’s Restaurant & Snack Bar in Oak Bluffs,
MA, where he bought lunch and visited with
staff and patrons.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome the 1973 Super Bowl Cham-
pion Miami Dolphins to the White House on
August 20 to honor them for their historic un-
defeated 1972 season.

August 14
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing.

August 15
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing. Later, he had a conference call
briefing with his national security team to dis-
cuss the situation in Egypt and Egypt-U.S. re-
lations.

gence briefing and also received an upd
the situation in Egypt.

August 17
Over the weekend, the President had

phone conversation with Vice Preside
Biden to discuss the health of the Vice
dent’s son Joseph R. “Beau” Biden III.

The White House announced that the
dent, Mrs. Obama, and their daughters
and Sasha will return to Washington, D
August 18.

August 18
In the evening, the President, Mrs. O

and their daughters Malia and Sasha re
to Washington, DC.

August 19
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident had an intelligence briefing, follow
a meeting with senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Roosevelt 
the President met with Comptroller 
Currency Thomas J. Curry, Consumer 
cial Protection Bureau Director Rich
Cordray, Federal Housing Finance A
Acting Director Edward J. DeMarco, F
Reserve Chairman Ben S. Bernanke, 
modity Futures Trading Commission 
man Gary S. Gensler, Federal Deposit 
ance Corporation Chairman Martin J. G
berg, National Credit Union Adminis
Board Chairman Deborah Matz, Sec
and Exchange Commission Chairman M
White, Secretary of the Treasury Jacob J
and senior advisers to discuss strengt
the financial system, implementation 
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Co
er Protection Act, housing reform, inter
coordination, and the Federal budget.

The White House announced that the
dent will award the Medal of Honor to 
Ty M. Carter, USA, on August 26.

The White House announced that the
dent will travel to Buffalo, NY, and Syr
NY, on August 22.
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August 20
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

program for later broadcast. Later, he traveled
to Auburn, NY, where he remained overnight.
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ident had an intelligence briefing.
In the afternoon, in the Situation Room, the

President met with Secretary of State John F.
Kerry, Secretary of Defense Charles T. Hagel,
and other members of his national security
team to discuss the situation in Egypt.

During the day, the President received a
briefing on the wildfires affecting Western
States.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will travel to Binghamton, NY, on August 23.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent and Vice President Joe Biden will travel
to Scranton, PA, on August 23.

August 21
In the afternoon, in the Situation Room, the

President had a video teleconference with di-
rectors of State-based health insurance ex-
changes, Secretary of Health and Human Ser-
vices Kathleen Sebelius, and other administra-
tion officials to discuss implementation of the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.

August 22
In the morning, the President traveled to

Buffalo, NY.
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Rochester, NY, where, at Magnolia’s Deli and
Cafe, he and Secretary of Education Arne
Duncan had lunch and participated in a round-
table discussion on college affordability with a
group of students and parents. Then, he trav-
eled to Seneca Falls, NY, where he toured the
Women’s Rights National Historical Park Visi-
tor Center, greeted park visitors and staff, and
presented the center with a copy of the Lilly
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009 and a signed
copy of his remarks delivered at the bill signing
ceremony. Later, he traveled to Syracuse, NY.

Also in the afternoon, the President was
briefed by White House Chief of Staff Denis
R. McDonough on the disruption of the NAS-
DAQ stock exchange resulting from a comput-
er malfunction.

In the evening, at Henninger High School in
Syracuse, NY, the President recorded an inter-
view with Chris Cuomo of CNN’s “New Day”

August 23
In the morning, the President trave

Binghamton, NY, arriving in the afte
While en route, he stopped at Tully C
High School in Tully, NY, where he g
members of the girls’ and boys’ soccer te

In the afternoon, the President trave
Scranton, PA. While en route, he stop
Bingham’s Family Restaurant in Leno
where, joined by Sen. Robert P. Casey, 
greeted patrons and employees and pur
pies. Later, he returned to Washington
arriving in the evening.

August 24
In the morning, in the Situation Roo

President met with the National S
Council to discuss the reported use of c
cal weapons near Damascus, Syria, by th
an Government on August 21 and revie
tions for a response. Then, he had a tele
conversation with Prime Minister David
eron of the United Kingdom to discu
continued violence in Syria, the report
of chemical weapons, and options for
sponse by the international community.

August 25
During the day, the President had 

phone conversation with President Fr
Hollande of France to discuss the con
violence in Syria, the reported use of ch
weapons by its Government on August 2
options for a response by the intern
community.

Also during the day, the President 
telephone conversation with Gov. Edmu
“Jerry” Brown, Jr., of California to rece
update on the wildfires in California, e
his gratitude for firefighters and first re
ers, and reiterate his commitment to pro
Federal support for ongoing State and lo
sponse efforts.

August 26
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
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telligence briefing. Later, in the Roosevelt
Room, he met with African American religious

In the afternoon, in the Blue Room, the
President recorded an interview with Gwen If-

Hour”
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ajority
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leaders to discuss the 50th anniversary of the
March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom
and how civil rights and equality affect educa-
tion, employment, health care, and voting.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with the 2013 Urban Debate
National Tournament champions. Then, also
in the Oval Office, he recorded separate inter-
views with Tom Joyner and Sybil Wilkes of the
“Tom Joyner Morning Show” and Yolanda Ad-
ams of “The Yolanda Adams Morning Show.”

In the evening, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Kevin
M. Rudd of Australia to discuss the continued
violence in Syria, the reported use of chemical
weapons by its Government on August 21, and
options for a response by the international
community.

August 27
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Roosevelt Room,
the President and Attorney General Eric H.
Holder, Jr., met with mayors from around the
country to discuss efforts to reduce youth vio-
lence.

In the evening, in the East Room, the Presi-
dent and Mrs. Obama hosted a reception to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom.

During the day, the President had separate
telephone conversations with Prime Minister
Stephen J. Harper of Canada and Prime Minis-
ter David Cameron of the United Kingdom to
discuss the continued violence in Syria, the re-
ported use of chemical weapons by its Govern-
ment on August 21, and options for a response
by the international community.

August 28
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing. Later, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with Ambassador Donald E.
Booth, U.S. Special Envoy for Sudan and
South Sudan.

ill and Judy Woodruff of PBS’s “News
program for later broadcast. Later, he
telephone conversation with Senate M
Leader Harry M. Reid to discuss the con
violence in Syria, the reported use of ch
weapons by its Government on August 2
options for a U.S. response.

In the evening, the President had 
phone conversation with House M
Leader Nancy Pelosi to discuss the con
violence in Syria, the reported use of ch
weapons by its Government on August 2
options for a U.S. response.

August 29
In the morning, the President had 

phone conversation with Chancellor 
Merkel of Germany to discuss the con
violence in Syria, the reported use of ch
weapons by its Government on August 2
options for a response by the intern
community.

The President announced his intent
appoint Milford W. Donaldson as Chairm
the Advisory Council on Historic Preserv

The President announced his intent
appoint Clement A. Price as Vice Chairm
the Advisory Council on Historic Preserv

The President announced his intent
appoint Harry P. Hallock and Tom Ro
as members of the Committee for Pu
From People Who Are Blind or Severe
abled.

The President declared a major disas
the Karuk Tribe and ordered Federal 
supplement tribal efforts in the area af
by a wildfire from July 29 through Augus

August 30
In the morning, in the Situation Roo

President met with his national securit
to discuss the situation in Syria.

In the afternoon, the President had 
phone conversation with President Fr
Hollande of France to discuss the con
violence in Syria, the reported use of ch
weapons by its Government on August 2
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options for a response by the international
community.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Huban A. Gowadia as Director of the
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In the evening, in the Oval Office, the Presi-
dent met with his senior advisers to discuss the
situation in Syria.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister David
Cameron of the United Kingdom to discuss
the continued violence in Syria, the reported
use of chemical weapons by its Government on
August 21, and options for a response by the
international community.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Gerd F. Glang as Commissioner of the
Mississippi River Commission.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Lynnae M. Ruttledge as a member of
the Commission on Long-Term Care.

The President announced his intention to
appoint James J. Zogby as a member of the
U.S. Commission on International Religious
Freedom.

August 31
During the day, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President François
Hollande of France to discuss the situation in
Syria.

September 2
In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the

President met with Sen. John S. McCain III to
discuss the situation in Syria. 

In the evening the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe of Japan to discuss the use of
chemical weapons in Syria and Japan-U.S. rela-
tions. 

September 3
In the morning, in the Cabinet Room, the

President and Vice President Joe Biden met
with Members of Congress to discuss the situa-
tion in Syria.

In the afternoon, in the Private Dinning
Room, the President and Vice President Biden
had lunch.

In the evening, the President traveled to
Stockholm, Sweden, arriving the following
morning.

Domestic Nuclear Detection Office at th
partment of Homeland Security.

The President announced his intent
appoint Geoffrey L. Haskett as a Comm
er of the U.S. Section of the U.S.-Russia
Bear Commission.

The President announced his intent
appoint Gary Frazer as an Alternate Co
sioner of the U.S. Section of the U.S.-
Polar Bear Commission.

The President announced the appoin
of Douglas Frantz as Assistant Secreta
Public Affairs at the Department of Stat

September 4
In the morning, at the Stockholm A

Airport, the President participated in an
ceremony with Deputy Prime Minist
Bjorklund of Sweden, other Swedish C
members, and U.S. Ambassador to S
Mark F. Brzezinski and his wife Natalia.
he traveled to the Grand Hotel in Stockh

In the afternoon, the President visit
KTH Royal Institute of Technology cam
brary, where he and Prime Minister
Fredrik Reinfeldt toured a renewable 
research exposition. Then, he returned 
Grand Hotel.

In the evening, the President traveled
Sager House, official residence of the 
Minister, where he had dinner and part
ed in a family photo with Prime Minister
feldt, President Sauli Niinistö of F
Prime Minister Helle Thorning-Schm
Denmark, Prime Minister Jens Stoltenb
Norway, and Prime Minister Sigmundur
Gunnlaugsson of Iceland. Later, he re
to the Grand Hotel, where he remained
night.

The President declared a major disa
Arkansas and ordered Federal aid to s
ment State and local recovery efforts in 
ea affected by severe storms and floodin
August 8 through 14. 

September 5
In the morning, the President trave

the Royal Palace in Stockholm, where h
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with King Carl XVI Gustaf and Queen Silvia of
Sweden. Later, he traveled to Saint Peters-

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
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burg, Russia, arriving in the afternoon.
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

the Constantine Palace complex in St. Peters-
burg, where he participated in an official arriv-
al ceremony with Group of Twenty (G–20)
leaders. Then, he attended a G–20 working
session.

In the evening, the President traveled to the
Grand Peterhof Palace, where he had a work-
ing dinner with G–20 leaders. Later, he re-
turned to the Constantine Palace complex,
where he remained overnight.

September 6
In the afternoon, in the Constantine Palace-

Marble Hall, the President participated in a
second G–20 working session on investing in
growth and job creation. On the margins of the
session, he met with President Vladimir Vladi-
mirovich Putin of Russia to discuss the situa-
tion in Syria. Then, he participated in a photo
opportunity with G–20 leaders. Later, he had a
working lunch with G–20 leaders.

In the evening, the President traveled to the
Crowne Plaza St. Petersburg Airport hotel.
Later, he returned to Washington, DC.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome Amir Sabah al-Ahmad al-
Jabir al-Sabah of Kuwait to the White House
on September 13.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Gina S. Farrisee as Assistant Secretary
for Human Resources and Administration at
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Megan H. Mack as an Officer for Civil
Rights and Civil Liberties at the Department
of Homeland Security.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Melissa Savage and C. Kenneth Smith
as members of the Board of Directors of the
Valles Caldera Trust.

The President announced his intention to
appoint David Sanders as Chairman of the
Commission To Eliminate Child Abuse and
Neglect Fatalities 

of the Commission To Eliminate Child 
and Neglect Fatalities: 

Theresa M. Covington; 
Patricia M. Martin; 
Michael R. Petit; 
Jennifer Rodriguez; and 
David Rubin.

The President announced his intent
appoint Rosemary A. Joyce as a member
Cultural Property Advisory Committee.

The President announced his intent
appoint Alice T. Germond and Azita R
members of the President’s Commiss
White House Fellowships.

The President declared a major disa
Missouri and ordered Federal aid to s
ment State and local recovery efforts in 
ea affected by severe storms, straig
winds, and flooding from August 2 throu

September 7
In the afternoon, the President recei

update from White House Chief of Staff
R. McDonough on the administration’s
ing consultations with Members of Co
on the reported use of chemical weap
Syria.

Over the weekend, the President had
rate telephone conversations with Mem
Congress to discuss the reported use of c
cal weapons in Syria.

September 9
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident had a telephone conversation with
Minister Stephen J. Harper of Canada 
cuss the reported use of chemical weap
Syria. Then, also in the Oval Office, he 
intelligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Offic
President and Vice President Joe Bide
with Secretary of Defense Charles T. 
Then, in the Roosevelt Room, he stoppe
meeting between National Security A
Susan E. Rice and members of the Cong
nal Black Caucus.
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Later in the afternoon, the President re-
corded separate interviews with Savannah

istrator of the Maritime Administration at the
Department of Transportation.
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Guthrie of NBC’s “Today” program, Wolf
Blitzer of CNN’s “The Situation Room” pro-
gram, Scott Pelley of CBS’s “Evening News”
program, Chris Wallace of Fox’s “Fox News
Sunday” program, Diane Sawyer of ABC’s
“World News” program, and Gwen Ifill of
PBS’s “NewsHour” program, all for later
broadcast.

September 10
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing. Then, he had separate tele-
phone conversations with Prime Minister Da-
vid Cameron of the United Kingdom and Pres-
ident François Hollande of France to discuss
Russia’s proposal to place Syria’s chemical
weapons under international control.

In the afternoon, at the U.S. Capitol, the
President had separate meetings with the Sen-
ate Democratic Caucus and the Senate Repub-
lican Conference. Later, in the Situation
Room, he met with senior administration offi-
cials to discuss preparedness efforts and the
overall security posture in advance of the 12th
anniversary of the September 11, 2001, terror-
ist attacks.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Beth F. Cobert to be Deputy Direc-
tor for Management at the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Sloan D. Gibson to be Deputy Sec-
retary at the Department of Veterans Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Heather A. Higginbottom to be
Deputy Secretary for Management and Re-
sources at the Department of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James H. Shelton III to be Deputy
Secretary of Education.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jo Ann Rooney to be Under Secre-
tary of the Navy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Paul N. Jaenichen, Sr., to be Admin-

The President announced his intent
nominate David Weil to be Administra
the Wage and Hour Division at the D
ment of Labor.

The President announced his intent
nominate John P. Carlin to be Assistant
ney General for National Security at th
partment of Justice.

The President announced his intent
nominate Bradley Crowell to be Assistan
retary for Congressional and Intergover
tal Affairs at the Department of Energy.

The President announced his intent
nominate Richard G. Frank to be As
Secretary for Planning and Evaluation 
Department of Health and Human Serv

The President announced his intent
nominate Esther P. Kia’aina to be As
Secretary for Insular Areas at the Depa
of the Interior.

The President announced his intent
nominate Michael D. Lumpkin to be As
Secretary of Defense for Special Ope
and Low Intensity Conflict at the Depa
of Defense.

The President announced his intent
nominate Christopher A. Smith to be As
Secretary for Fossil Energy at the Depa
of Energy.

The President announced his intent
nominate Puneet Talwar to be Assistant 
tary for Political-Military Affairs at the D
ment of State.

The President announced his intent
nominate Jay Williams to be Assistant 
tary for Economic Development at th
partment of Commerce.

The President announced his intent
nominate Jamie M. Morin to be Direc
Cost Assessment and Program Evalua
the Department of Defense.

The President announced his intent
nominate Victoria M. Baecher Wassme
Chief Financial Officer at the Environ
Protection Agency.
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The President announced his intention to
nominate Larry E. André, Jr., to be Ambassa-

cent parliamentary elections and discuss Aus-
tralia-U.S. relations and the situation in Syria.
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The President announced his intention to

nominate Anthony L. Gardner to be U.S. Rep-
resentative to the European Union.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Helen Meagher La Lime to be Am-
bassador to Angola.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michael A. Lawson to be U.S. Rep-
resentative on the Council of the International
Civil Aviation Organization.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Luis G. Moreno to be Ambassador to
Jamaica.

The President announced his intention to
nominate George J. Tsunis to be Ambassador
to Norway.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Daniel W. Yohannes to be U.S. Rep-
resentative to the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Barbara J. Lee and Mark Meadows
to be U.S. Representatives to the 68th session
of the General Assembly of the United Na-
tions.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Elizabeth Frawley Bagley, Theodore
Strickland, and Stephen N. Zack to be Alter-
nate U.S. Representatives to the 68th session
of the General Assembly of the United Na-
tions.

September 11
In the morning, on the South Lawn, the

President, Mrs. Obama, Vice President Joe
Biden, and his wife Jill participated in a mo-
ment of silence to mark the 12th anniversary of
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. Lat-
er, he traveled to Arlington, VA. Then, he re-
turned to Washington, DC.

In the afternoon, at Food and Friends, the
President participated in a service project.

In the evening, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister-des-
ignate Anthony J. Abbott of Australia to con-
gratulate him on his coalition’s victory in re-

He also had a telephone conversation wi
going Prime Minister Kevin M. Rudd o
tralia to thank him for his friendship, l
ship, and support of Australia-U.S. re
and discuss the situation in Syria.

September 12
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Private D
Room, the President and Vice President
had lunch.

The White House announced that the
dent will welcome Prime Minister Enric
ta of Italy to the White House on Octobe

The President announced his intent
nominate Cynthia H. Akuetteh to be Am
dor to Gabon and Sao Tome and Princip

The President announced his intent
nominate Eric T. Schultz to be Ambassa
Zambia.

The President announced his intent
nominate David J. Arroyo to be a mem
the Board of Directors of the Corporat
Public Broadcasting.

The President announced his intent
nominate Camilla C. Feibelman to be a
ber of the Board of Trustees of the Mo
Udall and Stewart L. Udall Foundation.

The President announced his intent
appoint Leslie G. Bowman and Wendy A
per as members of the Committee f
Preservation of the White House.

The President declared a major disa
Colorado and ordered Federal aid to s
ment State and local response efforts 
the emergency conditions resulting fro
vere storms, flooding, landslides, and
slides beginning on September 11 and co
ing.

September 13
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing. Later, in the Library,
corded an interview with G
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Stephanopoulos of ABC’s “This Week” pro-
gram for later broadcast.

Raymond E. Mabus to express his condolences
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In the afternoon, in the Roosevelt Room,
the President and Vice President Biden met
with labor leaders.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will travel to Indonesia, Brunei, Malaysia,
and the Philippines from October 6 through 12.

September 14
In the morning, the President received a

briefing from National Security Adviser Susan
E. Rice on international diplomatic efforts to
resolve the situation in Syria. He also had sepa-
rate telephone conservations with U.S. Perma-
nent Representative to the United Nations Sa-
mantha Power and Secretary of State John F.
Kerry to discuss Russia’s proposal to place Syr-
ia’s chemical weapons under international con-
trol.

September 15
During the day, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Gov. John W. Hick-
enlooper of Colorado to receive an update on
the severe flooding, express his condolences
for the loss of life and concern for those still
missing, commend the work of first responders
in affected communities, and reinforce his
commitment to providing Federal assistance to
State and local response efforts. 

The President declared a major disaster in
Colorado and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-
ea affected by severe storms, flooding, land-
slides, and mudslides beginning on September
11 and continuing. 

September 16
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident had an intelligence briefing, followed by
a meeting with senior advisers.

In the morning and throughout the day, the
President was briefed by Assistant to the Presi-
dent for Homeland Security and Counterter-
rorism Lisa O. Monaco and Deputy Chief of
Staff Alyssa Mastromonaco on the shooting at
the Washington Navy Yard.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Secretary of the Navy

the Navy Yard shooting and commend t
vy personnel and local law enforcemen
worked with Federal authorities in resp
to the situation. He also called Federal B
of Investigation Director James B. Com
to express his gratitude for the FBI’s qu
sponse to the shooting, receive an upd
the ongoing investigation, and comme
FBI and all Federal agencies involved fo
coordination with local officials during t
going response.

Also during the day, the President 
telephone conversation with President 
Rousseff of Brazil to discuss their recent
ing in St. Petersburg, Russia, the pos
ment of President Rousseff’s planned O
23 state visit to the U.S., and Brazil-U.S
tions.

The White House announced tha
scheduled Musica Latina event will be
poned out of respect for the victims 
shooting at the Washington Navy Yar
their families. 

The White House announced that the
dent will welcome Prime Minister Be
Netanyahu of Israel to the White Hou
September 30.

The White House announced that the
dent will present the Medal of Honor to
William D. Swenson, USA, on October 1

September 17
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing. 

In the afternoon, in the Private D
Room, the President and Vice President
had lunch. Later, in the Oval Office, he p
pated in a credentialing ceremony for
appointed Ambassadors to the U.S. The
in the Oval Office, he and Vice Pre
Biden met with Secretary of Defense C
T. Hagel.

Also in the afternoon, the Preside
ceived a briefing on the September 16 
ing at the Washington Navy Yard from
ney General Eric H. Holder, Jr., Feder
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reau of Investigation Director James B. Com-
ey, Jr., and members of his national security

In the afternoon, at the Capital Hilton hotel,
the President attended a Democratic National
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The White House announced that the Presi-

dent will travel to Liberty, MO, on September 20.
The President announced the designation of

the following individuals as members of a Pres-
idential delegation to attend the Inauguration
of Ibrahim Boubacar Keita as President of Ma-
li in Bamako, Mali, on September 19: Mary
Beth Leonard (head of delegation); Linda
Thomas-Greenfield; and Jack Leslie.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Tamara W. Ashford to be a judge on
the U.S. Tax Court.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Leslie R. Caldwell to be Assistant At-
torney General for the Criminal Division at the
Department of Justice.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Richard Stengel to be Under Secre-
tary for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs at
the Department of State.

September 18
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President and Vice President Biden met with
Secretary of the Treasury Jacob J. Lew. Then,
also in the Oval Office, they met with Secretary
of State John F. Kerry.

The President announced the appointment
of the following individuals as members of the
President’s Export Council:

Kenneth C. Frazier; 
Andrés R. Gluski;
Marillyn A. Hewson; 
Vanessa Keitges;
Ian C. Read;
Virginia M. Rometty; and
Arne M. Sorenson.

September 19
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing. Later, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers.

Committee fundraiser.
The White House announced that the

dent will attend a memorial ceremo
shooting victims and deliver remarks 
Marine Barracks Washington, DC, on Se
ber 22. 

The White House announced that the
dent will travel to New York City on Se
ber 23 and 24.

The President announced his intent
nominate Bruce A. Heyman to be U.S. A
sador to Canada.

The President announced his intent
nominate Kathryn B. Thomson to be G
Counsel at the Department of Transport

The President announced his intent
nominate Kevin Whitaker to be U.S. Am
dor to Colombia.

The President announced his intent
nominate Charles N.W. Keckler to be a
ber of the Board of Directors of the Leg
vices Corporation.

The President announced his intent
appoint Jim Powell as Representative 
United States to the Southern States E
Board.

The President announced the nomina
Cynthia A. Bashant to be a judge on th
District Court for the Southern District 
ifornia.

The President announced the nomina
Stanley A. Bastian to be a judge on th
District Court for the Eastern Distr
Washington.

The President announced the nomina
the following individuals to be judges 
U.S. District Court for the District of Ar

Diane J. Humetewa;
Steven P. Logan;
Douglas L. Rayes; and
John J. Tuchi.

The President announced the nomina
Jon D. Levy to be a judge on the U.S. D
Court for the District of Maine.
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The President announced the nomination of
Manish S. Shah to be a judge on the U.S. Dis-

September 24
In the morning, the President and Mrs.
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trict Court for the Northern District of Illinois.

September 20
In the morning, the President traveled to

Liberty, MO, where, at the Ford Motor Co.
stamping plant, where he toured manufactur-
ing facilities with Ford Motor Co. President
and Chief Executive Officer Alan Mulally,
Stamping Plant Launch Manager Todd
Jaranowski, and UAW Local 249 President Jeff
Wright and visited with employees. 

In the afternoon, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

September 22
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Uhuru
Kenyatta of Kenya to extend his condolences
for the loss of life in the September 21 terrorist
attack at Westgate Shopping Mall in Nairobi,
Kenya.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Obama traveled to the Marine Barracks Wash-
ington, DC, where they met with family mem-
bers of employees killed in the September 16
shooting at the Washington Navy Yard.

September 23
In the morning, the President and Mrs.

Obama traveled to New York City, arriving in
the afternoon. While en route aboard Air
Force One, he had a telephone conversation
with Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany to
congratulate her on her party’s victory in the
September 22 elections.

In the evening, the President traveled to the
Waldorf Astoria New York hotel, where, in the
Jade Room, he met with Secretary of State
John F. Kerry, U.S. Permanent Representative
to the United Nations Samantha Power, and
other staff at the U.S. Mission to the United
Nations. Then, in the Starlight Roof, he and
Mrs. Obama attended a reception for visiting
heads of state and government attending the
U.N. General Assembly.

Obama traveled to United Nations Hea
ters, where he met with U.N. General A
bly President John W. Ashe.

In the afternoon, at United Nations 
quarters, the President met with U.N. 
tary-General Ban Ki-moon.

In the evening, the President and
Obama returned to Washington, DC.

The White House announced that the
dent will travel to Largo, MD, on Septem

The President announced his intent
nominate Steven J. Anthony to be a mem
the Railroad Retirement Board.

The President announced his intent
nominate Susan McCue to be a member
Board of Directors of the Millennium
lenge Corporation.

The President announced his intent
nominate Debra L. Miller to be a mem
the Surface Transportation Board.

The President announced his intent
nominate Catherine A. Novelli to be 
Secretary for Economic Growth, Energ
the Environment at the Department of S

The President announced the nomina
Mark G. Mastroianni and Indira Talwan
judges on the U.S. District Court for th
trict of Massachusetts.

The President announced the nomina
David J. Barron to be a judge on th
Court of Appeals for the First Circuit.

September 25
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident had an intelligence briefing, follow
a meeting with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, the President had 
phone conversation with mayors, count
cials, and State legislators to discuss impl
tation of the Patient Protection and Affo
Care Act. Later, he met with Secretary
Treasury Jacob J. Lew.

The President announced his intent
appoint Marcelite Harris and Arlen D. 
on as members of the Board of Visitors
U.S. Air Force Academy.
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The President announced his intention to
appoint Elizabeth Young McNally and Patrick

September 27
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-
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J. Murphy as members of the Board of Visitors
to the U.S. Military Academy.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Sally Susman as a member of the Li-
brary of Congress Trust Fund Board.

The President announced the nomination of
Theodore D. Chuang and George J. Hazel to
be judges on the U.S. District Court for the
District of Maryland.

The President declared a major disaster in
North Carolina and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in the
area affected by a severe storms, flooding, land-
slides, and mudslides from July 3 through 13.

September 26
In the morning, the President traveled to

Largo, MD. Later, he returned to the Wash-
ington, DC, arriving in the afternoon.

In the evening, in the Gallatin Room of the
Jefferson hotel, the President attended a Dem-
ocratic National Committee event.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome Prime Minister Mohammad
Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan to the White House
on October 23.

The President announced his intention to nom-
inate Dana J. Hyde to be Chief Executive Officer
of the Millennium Challenge Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Mark E. Lopes to be U.S. Executive
Director of the Inter-American Development
Bank.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Renée J. James as a member of the
President’s National Security Telecommunica-
tions Advisory Committee.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as general
trustees on the Board of Trustees of the John
F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts:

Frank F. Islam; 
Amalia Perea Mahoney;
Shonda L. Rhimes;
David M. Rubenstein;
Alexandra C. Stanton; and
Walter F. Ulloa.

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President had 
phone conversation with President H
Rouhani of Iran to discuss Iran-U.S. rela

The White House announced that the
dent will host the White House Tribal N
Conference at the Department of the I
on November 13.

The President declared a major disa
Santa Clara Pueblo and ordered Federa
supplement tribal recovery efforts in th
affected by severe storms and flooding
July 19 through 21.

September 30
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Private D
Room, the President and Vice President
had a working lunch with Prime Ministe
jamin Netanyahu of Israel.

In the evening, the President had se
telephone conversations with Senate M
Leader Harry M. Reid, Senate Minority
er A. Mitchell McConnell, Speaker 
House of Representatives John A. Bo
and House Minority Leader Nancy Pe
discuss raising the public debt limit and
ing a Federal Government shutdown.

The President announced his intent
nominate Alan L. Cohen and Lanhee J
to be members of the Social Security Ad
Board.

The President announced his intent
nominate Thomas R. Nides to be Chairm
the Board of Trustees of the Woodrow W
International Center for Scholars.

The President announced his intent
nominate Laura Paulson to be a member
Committee for the Preservation of the 
House.

The President announced his intent
nominate Quyen D. Chu and Anhlan P.
en to be members of the Board of Direc
the Vietnam Education Foundation.
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The President declared a major disaster in
New Mexico and ordered Federal aid to sup-

of Management and Budget Director Sylvia
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n the
 public

Room,
n met
orum

bt lim-
e and

nt and
 of the
al Of-
r Har-
Mitch-
f Rep-
inority
of the
overn-
t.
e Pres-
ith se-

riefed
Karen.
ter, he

e, the
had an
n, the
utside

fed on
Also in
rsation
ono of
is visit
 Eco-
ederal
sident
hn F.

 place.
e con-
f Bru-
isit to
theast
1418

plement State and local recovery efforts in the
area affected by severe storms and flooding
from July 23 through 28. 

October 1
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing. Later, he was briefed by
Secretary of the Treasury Jacob J. Lew, Office
of Management and Budget Director Sylvia
Mathews Burwell, and White House Deputy
Chief of Staff Alyssa Mastromonaco on the
Federal Government shutdown and the public
debt limit.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President and Secretary of Health and Human
Services Kathleen Sebelius met with citizens
who will benefit from the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act.

In the evening, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Benigno S.
Aquino III of the Philippines to discuss the
cancellation of his visit to the Philippines due
to the Federal Government shutdown and in-
form President Aquino that Secretary of State
John F. Kerry would travel to the Philippines
in his place. Also in the evening, he had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Mo-
hamed Najib bin Abdul Razak of Malaysia to
discuss the cancellation of his visit to Malaysia
to attend the Global Entrepreneurship Sum-
mit. He also informed Prime Minister Najib
that Secretary of State Kerry would lead a U.S.
delegation to the summit including Secretary
of Commerce Penny S. Pritzker and U.S.
Trade Representative Michael B. Froman.

The President declared a major disaster in
Pennsylvania and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement Commonwealth and local recovery ef-
forts in the area affected by severe storms, tor-
nadoes, and flooding from June 26 through Ju-
ly 11.

October 2
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing. Later, he was briefed by
Secretary of the Treasury Jacob J. Lew, Office

Chief of Staff Alyssa Mastromonaco o
Federal Government shutdown and the
debt limit.

In the afternoon, in the Roosevelt 
the President and Vice President Bide
with members of the Financial Services F
to discuss the need to raise the public de
it. Then, in the Private Dining Room, h
Vice President Biden had lunch. 

Later, in the Oval Office, the Preside
Vice President Biden met with Secretary
Treasury Jacob J. Lew. Then, in the Ov
fice, he met with Senate Majority Leade
ry M. Reid, Senate Minority Leader A. 
ell McConnell, Speaker of the House o
resentatives John A. Boehner, House M
Leader Nancy Pelosi, and Secretary 
Treasury Lew to discuss the Federal G
ment shutdown and the public debt limi

During the day, in the Oval Office, th
ident and Vice President Biden met w
nior advisers.

October 3
In the morning, the President was b

on preparations for Tropical Storm 
Then, he traveled to Rockville, MD. La
returned to Washington, DC.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Offic
President and Vice President Joe Biden 
intelligence briefing. Also in the afternoo
President was briefed on the shooting o
the U.S. Capitol.

In the evening, the President was brie
preparations for Tropical Storm Karen. 
the evening, he had a telephone conve
with President Susilo Bambang Yudhoy
Indonesia to discuss the cancellation of h
to Indonesia to attend the Asia-Pacific
nomic Cooperation summit due to the F
Government shutdown and inform Pre
Yudhoyono that Secretary of State Jo
Kerry would attend the summit in his
Also in the evening, he had a telephon
versation with Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah o
nei to discuss the cancellation of his v
Brunei to attend the Association of Sou
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Asian Nations Summit and the East Asia Sum-
mit. He also informed Sultan Hassanal that

Sylvia Mathews Burwell, White House Deputy
Chief of Staff Alyssa Mastromonaco, and Dep-

abors
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Secretary of State Kerry would attend the sum-
mits in his place.

October 4
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing. Also in the morning, he was
briefed on preparations for Tropical Storm
Karen.

In the afternoon, the President and Vice
President Biden visited Taylor Gourmet res-
taurant, where they purchased lunch, greeted
patrons, and thanked restaurant staff for offer-
ing a discount to furloughed Federal employ-
ees. Later, he was briefed by Office of Man-
agement and Budget Director Sylvia Mathews
Burwell, White House Deputy Chief of Staff
Alyssa Mastromonaco, and other senior advis-
ers on the impacts of the Federal Government
shutdown.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Arnold A. Chacon to be Director
General of the Foreign Service at the Depart-
ment of State. 

The President announced his intention to
nominate Arun M. Kumar to be Assistant Sec-
retary for International Trade Administration
and Director General of the U.S. and Foreign
Commercial Service at the Department of
Commerce.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Daniel B. Smith to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Intelligence and Research at the De-
partment of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Helen Tierney to be Chief Financial
Officer and Assistant Secretary for Manage-
ment at the Department of Veterans Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kelly R. Welsh to be General Coun-
sel at the Department of Commerce.

October 7
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing.

During the day, the President was briefed
by Office of Management and Budget Director

uty Chief of Staff for Policy Robert L. N
II on the impact of the Federal Gover
shutdown.

October 8
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing. Later, he had a tele
conversation with Speaker of the Ho
Representatives John A. Boehner to d
raising the public debt limit and endi
Federal Government shutdown.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Offic
President and Vice President Biden me
Secretary of Defense Charles T. Hagel.

During the day, the President was b
by Office of Management and Budget D
Sylvia Mathews Burwell, White House
of Staff Denis R. McDonough, Deputy
of Staff Alyssa Mastromonaco, Deputy C
Staff for Policy Robert L. Nabors II, and
senior advisers on the impact of the F
Government shutdown.

October 9
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Private D
Room, the President and Vice President
had lunch. Later, in the Library, he rec
separate interviews with Doreen Gent
WRC in Washington, DC; Rick Willia
WPVI in Philadelphia, PA; Keith Cate o
LA in Tampa, FL; and Tracy Sears of W
in Richmond, VA. Then, in the East Ro
and Vice President Biden met with me
of the House Democratic Caucus.

October 10
In the morning, the President had 

phone conversation with Prime Ministe
P. Key of New Zealand to thank him for
ing the meeting of Trans-Pacific Partn
leaders in Bali, Indonesia, on October
discuss outcomes from the meeting. Th
the Oval Office, he and Vice Preside
Biden had an intelligence briefing. Late
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in the Oval Office, they were briefed by Of-
fice of Management and Budget Director Syl-

The White House announced that the Presi-
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via Mathews Burwell, White House Chief of
Staff Denis R. McDonough, Deputy Chief of
Staff Alyssa Mastromonaco, Deputy Chief of
Staff for Policy Robert L. Nabors II, and and
other senior advisers on the impact of the
Federal Government shutdown. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President and Vice President Biden met with
Secretary of the Treasury Jacob J. Lew. Later,
in the State Dining Room, they met with mem-
bers of the Senate Democratic Caucus. Then,
in the Roosevelt Room, they met with the lead-
ership of the House Republican Conference.

October 11
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing. Later, they were briefed by
Office of Management and Budget Director
Sylvia Mathews Burwell, White House Chief
of Staff Denis R. McDonough, and other se-
nior advisers on the impact of the Federal
Government shutdown. Then, in the State
Dining Room, he and the Vice President met
with members of the Senate Republican Con-
ference.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President participated in a conference call with
a bipartisan group of 25 Governors to discuss
raising the public debt limit and the impact of
the Federal Government shutdown on State
budgets and the economy. Later, in the Roos-
evelt Room, he met with small-business own-
ers to discuss the public debt limit and the im-
pact of the Federal Government shutdown on
their businesses and thank them for their work
to create jobs and invest in their communities. 

Later in the afternoon, in the Oval Office,
the President participated in a conference call
with 150 business leaders to discuss the public
debt limit and the ongoing Federal Govern-
ment shutdown. Later, also in the Oval Office,
he, Mrs. Obama, and their daughter Malia met
with Malala Yousafzai, a 16-year-old Pakistani
student and education activist who was shot in
the head and neck by Taliban gunmen in the
Pakistan’s Swat Valley on October 9, 2012.

William D. Swenson, USA, on October 1

October 12
In the afternoon, the President me

Senate Majority Leader Harry M. Re
Sens. Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. D
and Patricia L. Murray.

During the day, the President was b
by White House Chief of Staff Denis R
Donough on the impact of the Federa
ernment shutdown.

October 13
In the afternoon, the President was b

by White House Chief of Staff Denis R
Donough, Deputy Chief of Staff for 
Robert L. Nabors II, and other senior a
on the impact of the Federal Gover
shutdown.

Also in the afternoon, the President
telephone conversation with House M
Leader Nancy Pelosi to discuss the o
Federal Government shutdown and the
debt limit.

October 14
In the morning, at Martha’s Table, In

President met with furloughed Feder
ployees who spent their time volunteer
charities during the Federal Governmen
down. He also helped prepare food to 
tributed to the needy.

In the afternoon, the President was b
by White House Chief of Staff Denis R
Donough and other senior advisers on t
pact of the Federal Government shutdow

October 15
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing. Later, he recorded se
interviews with Diana Williams of WA
New York City; Kevin Cooney of KCCI 
Moines, IA; and Claudia Botero of KM
Los Angeles, CA.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Offic
President met with the leadership 
House Democratic Caucus. Later, also 
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Oval Office, he and Vice President Biden met
with Secretary of Defense Charles T. Hagel.

October 22
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-
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October 16
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Private Dining
Room, the President and Vice President Biden
had lunch. Later, in the Oval Office, they met
with Secretary of the Treasury Jacob J. Lew.
Then, also in the Oval Office, they met with
Secretary of State John F. Kerry.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome Prime Minister Nuri al-Ma-
liki of Iraq to the White House on November 1.

October 17
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Private Dining
Room, the President and Vice President Biden
had a working lunch with Prime Minister Enri-
co Letta of Italy.

October 18
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing. Then, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Erna
Solberg of Norway to congratulate her on tak-
ing office and discuss the situation in Syria and
Norway-U.S. relations.

October 21
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President François
Hollande of France to discuss France-U.S. re-
lations, alleged surveillance of French citizens
by the National Security Agency, and the situa-
tion in Syria.

The President announced the designation of
Patricia E. Campbell-Smith as Chief Judge of
the U.S. Court of Federal Claims.

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing.

The White House announced that the
dent will travel to New York City on Octo

October 23
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Private D
Room, the President and Vice President
had lunch. Later, in the Oval Office, th
with Secretary of the Treasury Jacob J. L

During the day, the President had 
phone conversation with Chancellor 
Merkel of Germany to discuss German
relations and allegations that her tele
communications had been monitored 
National Security Agency.

The White House announced that the
dent will award the Presidential Medal o
dom at the White House on November 2

The President declared a major disa
Kansas and ordered Federal aid to suppl
State and local recovery efforts in the a
fected by severe storms, straight-line 
tornadoes, and flooding from July 22 th
August 16.

October 24
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, at the Jefferson hot
President participated in an event hos
the Democratic National Committee’s 
en’s Leadership Forum.

The President announced his intent
appoint Luke J. McCormack as Chief In
tion Officer at the Department of Hom
Security.

The President announced his intent
appoint Edmund J. Malesky as a mem
the Board of Directors of the Vietnam E
tion Foundation.

The President announced his intent
appoint Elisa Spungen Bildner, John F
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and Dana M. Perlman as members of the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Council.

In the afternoon, in the Private Dining
Room, the President and Vice President Biden
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October 25
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
New York City, where, at the Pathways in
Technology Early College High School, he
toured a classroom and met with teachers and
students. 

In the evening, at a private residence, the
President attended a Democratic National
Committee fundraiser. Later, he returned to
Washington, DC.

The President declared a major disaster for
the Santa Clara Pueblo and ordered Federal
aid to supplement tribal recovery efforts in the
area affected by severe storms and flooding
from September 13 through 16.

October 28
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident had an intelligence briefing. Then, he
had a telephone conversation with Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel to discuss
diplomatic efforts with Iran, Israeli-Palestinian
negotiations, and other regional issues.

In the afternoon, on the South Lawn, the
President recorded an interview with ABC
News’s Jim Avila for the Fusion network’s
“AMERICA With Jorge Ramos” program for
later broadcast. Later, in the Oval Office, he
and Vice President Joe Biden met with Secre-
tary of State John F. Kerry.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will travel to Boston, MA, on October 30.

October 29
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing. Then, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers. Later, in
the Situation Room, he met with chief execu-
tive officers from the financial, energy, de-
fense, and information technology sectors on
strengthening cybersecurity and critical infra-
structure.

had lunch. Later, in the Oval Office, th
with Secretary of Defense Charles T. Ha

The White House announced that the
dent will welcome the 2013 Stanley
Champion Chicago Blackhawks to the 
House on November 4.

The President announced his intent
nominate Robert C. Barber to be U.S. A
sador to Iceland.

The President announced his intent
nominate Nani A. Coloretti to be Chief 
cial Officer at the Department of the Tre

The President announced his intent
nominate Bathsheba N. Crocker to be
tant Secretary for International Organ
Affairs at the Department of State.

The President announced his intent
nominate Jonathan Elkind to be Assistan
retary for International Affairs at the D
ment of Energy.

The President announced his intent
nominate Mark D. Gilbert to be U.S. A
sador to New Zealand.

The President announced his intent
nominate Joseph S. Hezir to be Chief 
cial Officer at the Department of Energy

The President announced his intent
nominate Tina S. Kaidanow to be Coord
for Counterterrorism, with the rank of A
sador at Large, at the Department of Sta

The President announced his intent
nominate William A. LaPlante, Jr., to be
tant Secretary for Acquisition at the D
ment of the Air Force.

The President announced his intent
nominate Theodore R. Mitchell to be 
Secretary of Education.

The President announced his intent
nominate Massie Ritsch to be Assistant 
tary for Communications and Outreach
Department of Education.

The President announced his intent
nominate Charles H. Rivkin to be As
Secretary for Economic and Business Af
the Department of State.

The President announced his intent
nominate Rhea S. Suh to be Assistant 
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tary for Fish and Wildlife at the Department of
the Interior.

November 1
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-
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riefed
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The President declared a major disaster in
North Carolina and ordered Federal aid to
supplement State and local recovery efforts in
the area affected by severe storms, flooding,
landslides, and mudslides on July 27.

The President declared a major disaster in
New Mexico and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in the
area affected by severe storms, flooding, and
mudslides from September 9 through 22.

October 30
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident had an intelligence briefing. Later, also
in the Oval Office, he met with Secretary of
the Treasury Jacob J. Lew.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Boston, MA. En route to Faneuil Hall, he
stopped at City Hall Plaza, where he was
joined by William F. Russell, former center,
National Basketball Association’s Boston Celt-
ics, to preview a new statue of Mr. Russell in
honor of his lifetime achievements. Later, he
traveled to Weston, MA.

In the evening, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

October 31
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Senator-elect Cory A.
Booker of New Jersey. Later, on the South
Portico, he, Mrs. Obama, and his mother-in-
law Marian Robinson greeted trick-or-treaters.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome President Juan Manuel San-
tos Calderon of Colombia to the White House
on December 3.

The President declared a major disaster in
North Dakota and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in the
area affected by a severe winter storm on Oc-
tober 4 and 5.

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President was b
by Deputy Chief of Staff Alyssa Mastrom
on the shooting at Los Angeles Intern
Airport.

November 3
In the afternoon, the President trave

Arlington, VA. Later, he returned to Wa
ton, DC.

November 4
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing. Then, also in the Ov
fice, he met with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Offic
President had a telephone conversatio
John E. Farrell, manager of Major L
Baseball’s Boston Red Sox, to congratula
on his team’s eighth World Series Cham
ship. Later, he met with Special Envo
Guantanamo Closure Clifford Sloan, f
Department of State, and Paul M. Lew
the Department of Defense, to discu
closing of the detention facilities at Gua
mo Bay Naval Station. 

Later in the afternoon, in the Oval 
the President and Vice President Bide
with Secretary of Defense Charles T. Ha

The White House announced that the
dent will travel to Dallas, TX, on Novem

November 5
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing. Later, in the Blue 
he and Mrs. Obama made a surprise d
visit with White House tour guests. Th
the Roosevelt Room, he and Vice Pre
Biden met with business leaders to discu
migration reform and the economy.

In the afternoon, in the Private D
Room, the President and Vice President
had lunch. Later, he traveled to Bet
MD, where, at the Walter Reed Nationa
tary Medical Center, he visited with wo
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U.S. military personnel and their families.
Then, he returned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Joseph P. Mohorovic to be Commis-
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In the evening, the President had separate
telephone conversations with Governor-elect
Terence R. McAuliffe of Virginia and Mayors-
elect Bill de Blasio of New York City and Mar-
tin J. Walsh of Boston, MA, to congratulate
them on their election victories.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will travel to New Orleans, LA, and Mi-
ami, FL, on November 8.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will host the White House Tribal Nations
Conference at the Department of the Interior
on November 13.

November 6
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing. Later, in the Roosevelt
Room, he met with Democratic Senators to
discuss  the implementation of the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act.

In the afternoon, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Gov. Christopher J.
Christie of New Jersey to congratulate him on
his reelection. Later, he traveled to Dallas, TX.

In the evening, the President traveled to
Highland Park, TX. Later, he returned to
Washington, DC, arriving the following morn-
ing.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Colleen Bradley Bell to be Ambassa-
dor to Hungary.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Madelyn R. Creedon to be Principal
Deputy Administrator for Nuclear Security at
the National Nuclear Security Administration.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Janice M. Schneider to be Assistant
Secretary for Land and Mineral Management
at the Department of the Interior.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Joseph W. Westphal to be Ambassa-
dor to Saudi Arabia.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ellen Dudley Williams to be Direc-
tor of the Advanced Research Projects Agen-
cy–Energy at the Department of Energy.

sioner of the U.S. Consumer Product 
Commission.

November 7
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Offic
President and Vice President Biden me
Secretary of the Treasury Jacob J. Lew.
also in the Oval Office, he met with Sen
S. McCain III to discuss immigration 
legislation. Then, in the Diplomatic Rec
Room, he recorded an interview with 
Todd of NBC News for later broadcast.

In the evening, in the Family Theat
President hosted a screening of the film 
dela: Long Walk to Freedom.”

The White House announced that the
dent will welcome King Mohammed VI 
rocco to the White House on November

The President announced his intent
nominate Thomas P. Beaudreau to be
tant Secretary for Policy, Managemen
Budget at the Department of the Interio

The President announced his intent
nominate Thomas A. Burke to be Assista
ministrator for the Office of Research an
velopment at the Environmental Pro
Agency.

The President announced his intent
nominate Neil G. Kornze to be Director
Bureau of Land Management at the D
ment of the Interior.

The President announced his intent
nominate Caroline D. Krass to be G
Counsel of the Central Intelligence Agen

The President announced his intent
nominate Ericka M. Miller to be Assistan
retary for Postsecondary Education at th
partment of Education.

The President announced his intent
nominate Stefan M. Selig to be Under 
tary for International Trade at the Depa
of Commerce.

The President announced his intent
appoint Cheryl D. Alston and Dallas L
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bury as members of the Advisory Committee
to the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation.

area affected by a severe winter storm, snow-
storm, and flooding from October 3 through 16.
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The President announced the nomination of
James D. Peterson to be a judge on the U.S.
District Court for the Western District of Wis-
consin.

The President announced the nomination of
Nancy J. Rosenstengel to be a judge on the
U.S. District Court for the Southern District of
Illinois.

The President announced the nomination of
Ronnie L. White to be a judge on the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Eastern District of Missouri.

The President announced the nomination of
Kevin W. Techau to be U.S. attorney for the
Northern District of Iowa.

The President announced the nomination of
Robin S. Rosenbaum to be a judge on the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit.

November 8
In the morning, the President traveled to

New Orleans, LA, where he toured the Napo-
leon Container Terminal with Secretary of
Transportation Anthony R. Foxx, Rep. Cedric
L. Richmond, Gov. Piyush “Bobby” Jindal,
Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu, Port of New Or-
leans president and chief executive officer
Gary P. LaGrange, Ports America Louisiana
general manager Keith Palmisano, and Inter-
national Longshoremen’s Association steve-
dore Chris Hammond.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Miami, FL. Upon arrival, he traveled to Coral
Gables, FL, where, at a private residence, he
attended a Democratic National Committee
fundraiser.

In the evening, the President traveled to the
Hilton Miami Downtown hotel, where he re-
mained overnight.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu of Israel to discuss interna-
tional diplomatic efforts to prevent continued
nuclear weapons development in Iran.

The President declared a major disaster in
South Dakota and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in the

November 9
In the afternoon, the President retur

Washington, DC, arriving in the evening

November 11
In the morning, in the East Room, the

ident hosted a Veterans Day breakfast f
erans and their families. Vice Preside
Biden also attended. Later, they traveled
lington, VA, where they participated
wreath-laying ceremony at Arlington N
Cemetery. Mrs. Obama and Jill T. Bide
of Vice President Biden, also attended.
the President returned to Washington, D
riving in the afternoon.

November 12
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident had a telephone conversation with
dent Benigno S. Aquino III of the Phili
to express his condolences for the dama
loss of life caused by Super Typhoon H
which struck the Philippines on Novem
They also discussed U.S. assistance in t
covery effort. Then, also in the Oval Off
had a telephone conversation with Prim
ister David Cameron of the United Kin
to discuss the situations in Iran, Afgha
and Syria. 

Later in the morning, in the Oval Offi
President and Vice President Joe Biden 
intelligence briefing. Then, in the Ro
Room, he met with tribal leaders attend
White House Tribal Nations Conferen
November 13.

In the afternoon, at Molly Malone’s 
rant, the President and Vice President 
had lunch with PO Katie Cole, USCG; L
Courtney Williams, USN; Cpl. Jason 
USMC; Senior M. Sgt. Cynthia Gamez, 
and Sfc. Angel Febus Munoz, USA. La
the Cabinet Room, the President and
President Biden met with military lead
and combatant commanders.

In the evening, in the Blue Room, the
dent hosted a dinner for military lead
combatant commanders, and their sp
230-207_Text_.pdf   653 10/18/18   3:42 PM
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Mrs. Obama, Vice President Biden, and his
wife Jill also attended. Also in the evening, the

torney General for the Civil Rights Division at
the Department of Justice.
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President had a telephone conversation with
Senate Majority Leader Harry M. Reid to dis-
cuss implementation of the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act and other issues.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will travel to Cleveland, OH, on Novem-
ber 14.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will travel to Philadelphia, PA, on Novem-
ber 14.

November 13
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident had a telephone conversation with Presi-
dent François Hollande of France to discuss
shared security interests, including interna-
tional diplomatic efforts to prevent continued
nuclear weapons development in Iran. Then,
also in the Oval Office, he and Vice President
Joe Biden had an intelligence briefing, fol-
lowed by a meeting with religious leaders to
discuss immigration reform.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President and Vice President Biden met with
Secretary of State John F. Kerry. Then, also in
the Oval Office, they met with Secretary of
Defense Charles T. Hagel.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will award the Presidential Medal of
Freedom on November 20.

November 14
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Cleveland, OH, where he toured the Arcelor-
Mittal Cleveland steelmaking facility and met
with employees. Later, he traveled to Philadel-
phia, PA.

In the evening, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Henry J.F. Korrell III and Victor B.
Maddox to be members of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Legal Services Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Debo P. Adegbile to be Assistant At-

The President announced his intent
nominate Marc A. Kastner to be Direc
the Office of Science at the Department
ergy.

The President announced his intent
nominate Mark E. Lopes to be a mem
the Board of Directors of the Inter-Am
Foundation.

The President announced his intent
nominate Vivek H. Murthy to be Su
General at the Department of Health an
man Services.

The President announced his intent
nominate Franklin M. Orr, Jr., to be 
Secretary for Science at the Departm
Energy.

The President announced his intent
nominate Susan L. Graham and J. Micha
Quade to be members of the President’s
cil of Advisers on Science and Technolog

November 15
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident had an intelligence briefing.
In the afternoon, in the Oval Offic

President met with his senior advisers.
The President announced the designa

the following individuals as members of 
idential delegation to attend the Inaugu
of Giorgi Margvelashvili as President 
Republic of Georgia in Tbilisi, Georgia, o
vember 17:

Rajiv J. Shah (head of delegation);
Richard B. Norland;
Paige E. Alexander; and
Thomas O. Melia.

November 16
During the day, in the State Dining 

the President met with participants in a l
ship program for young professionals in
ernment.

November 17
In the evening, the President, Mrs. O

and their daughters Malia and Sasha tr
to College Park, MD, where, at the Co
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Center, they attended a men’s basketball game
between the University of Maryland and Ore-

he met with Secretary of Defense Charles T.
Hagel.
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brother Craig M. Robinson serves as head bas-
ketball coach.

November 18
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident had an intelligence briefing, followed by
a meeting with senior advisers. In the after-
noon, in the Oval Office, the President met
with Secretary of the Treasury Jacob J. Lew.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Linda Thomas-Greenfield to be a
member of the Board of Directors of the Afri-
can Development Foundation.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Edith Ramirez and Geovette E. Wash-
ington as members of the Council of the Ad-
ministrative Conference of the United States.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the President’s Committee on the Arts and
the Humanities:

Janet Keller;
Kerry J. Marshall;
Kalpen S. Modi;
Andrew J. Weinstein; and
John L. Young.

November 19
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident had an intelligence briefing. Then, in the
Roosevelt Room, he met with Sens. Richard J.
Durbin, Charles E. Schumer, Saxby Cham-
bliss, Robert P. Corker, Jr., Michael D. Crapo,
Dianne Feinstein, Timothy P. Johnson, Carl
M. Levin, Robert Menendez, and John S. Mc-
Cain III to discuss international diplomatic ef-
forts to prevent continued nuclear weapons
development in Iran. Secretary of State John
F. Kerry and National Security Adviser Susan
E. Rice also attended. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with 2013 U.S. Nobel Laureates
and their spouses to congratulate them on their
contributions to physics, medicine, and eco-
nomics and show them White House memora-
bilia of interest. Later, also in the Oval Office,

The President announced his intent
appoint Stephanie Cutter and Caroline 
Taylor as members of the President’s Co
tee on the Arts and the Humanities

The President announced his intent
appoint Margaret Russell as a general t
of the Board of Trustees of the John F. K
dy Center for the Performing Arts.

The President announced his intent
appoint Mary Menell Zients as Chair 
President’s Commission on White Hous
lowships.

November 20
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President and
Obama traveled to Arlington, VA, wh
Arlington National Cemetery, they and 
President William J. Clinton and former 
tary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton p
pated in a wreath-laying ceremony to
memorate the 50th anniversary of the a
nation of former President John F. Ke
Then, he and Mrs. Obama returned to 
ington, DC. 

Later in the afternoon, the Presiden
with representatives from the National A
ation of Insurance Commissioners to d
the implementation of the Patient Pro
and Affordable Care Act and related issu

November 21
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Private D
Room, the President and Vice President
had lunch. Later, he signed S. 330, th
Organ Policy Equity Act. Then, in the
evelt Room, he dropped by a meeting be
Vice President Biden and Prime Ministe
ert Fico of Slovakia. 

Later in the afternoon, in the State D
Room, the President met with the Pres
Council of Advisers on Science and Tec
gy. Then, in the East Room, he particip
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a photo opportunity with the fall class of White
House interns.

The President announced the nomination of
Sherry Moore Trafford and Steven M. Wellner
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The President announced his intention to
nominate Brad R. Carson to be Under Secre-
tary of the Army.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Maureen E. Cormack to be Ambas-
sador to Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Leslie Berger Kiernan to be Repre-
sentative of the United States to the United
Nations for U.N. Management and Reform,
with the rank of Ambassador.

The President announced his intention to
nominate David Radzanowski to be Chief Fi-
nancial Officer of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John Roth to be Inspector General
of the Department of Homeland Security.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Richard A. Kennedy to be a member
of the Board of Directors of the Metropolitan
Washington Airports Authority.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Heather L. MacDougall to be a
member of the Occupational Safety and
Health Review Commission.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Anita K. Blanchard as a member of the
Committee for the Preservation of the White
House.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Gargee Ghosh and John D. Podesta as
members of the President’s Global Develop-
ment Council.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Ira F. Jaffe as Chair of Presidential
Emergency Board No. 244.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Roberta Golick and Arnold M. Zack as
members of Presidential Emergency Board
No. 244.

The President announced the nomination of
Andrew M. Luger to be U.S. attorney for the
District of Minnesota.

The President announced the nomination of
Damon P. Martinez to be U.S. Attorney for the
District of New Mexico.

to be judges on the Superior Court of th
trict of Columbia.

The President announced the appoin
of Alan J. Patricof as a member of the
dent’s Global Development Council.

November 22
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing. Then, in the Blue 
he and Mrs. Obama recorded an int
with Barbara Walters of ABC’s “20/20
gram for later broadcast.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Offic
President met with student represen
from the Network for Teaching Entrepr
ship business innovation program. Later
Situation Room, he participated in a vide
ference with U.S. Peace Corps voluntee
tioned in Tanzania. He was joined in the
tion Room by Peace Corps Acting D
Carolyn Hessler-Radelet, Special Ol
Chief Executive Officer Timothy P. S
former Sen. Harris L. Wofford, Re
Peace Corps Volunteers of Washington
Chair Laura Mariko Schmitz, and N
Peace Corps Association President 
Blumhorst. During the meeting, he obse
moment of silence to commemorate th
anniversary of the assassination of forme
ident John F. Kennedy. 

Later in the afternoon, in the Oval 
the President met with King Mohammed
Morocco to discuss Morocco-U.S. re
and U.S. support for Morocco’s dem
and economic reforms.

During the day, in the Oval Office, th
ident met with Secretary of State John F
ry, National Security Adviser Susan E
and White House Coordinator for the M
East Philip H. Gordon.

The White House announced that the
dent will hold the Thanksgiving turkey p
ing ceremony at the White House on N
ber 27.

The White House announced that the
dent will travel to Seattle, WA, on Novem
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The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will travel to San Francisco and Los Ange-

ea affected by severe storms, winter storms,
tornadoes, and flooding from October 2
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November 24
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident had a telephone conversation with Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel to dis-
cuss international diplomatic efforts to prevent
continued nuclear weapons development in
Iran and Israel-U.S. security cooperation. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Seattle, WA. Later, at a private residence, he
attended a Democratic National Committee
fundraiser.

In the evening, the President traveled to
Medina, WA. Later, he traveled to the Westin
Seattle Hotel in Seattle, where he remained
overnight. 

November 25
In the morning, the President traveled to

San Francisco, CA, where, at the San Francis-
co International Airport, he was greeted by
Sen. Dianne Feinstein.

In the afternoon, at a private residence, the
President attended a Democratic National
Committee fundraiser. Later, he traveled to
Los Angeles, CA.

In the evening, the President traveled to
Beverly Hills, CA. Later, he traveled to the
Beverly Hilton hotel, where he remained over-
night. 

November 26
In the morning, the President traveled to

Los Angeles, CA, where, at a private residence,
he attended a Democratic National Commit-
tee fundraiser. Then, he traveled to Glendale,
CA, where, at DreamWorks Animation SKG,
Inc., he toured studio facilities and visited with
employees. Later, also at DreamWorks, he met
with film industry representatives.

In the afternoon, the President returned to
Washington, DC, arriving in the evening.

The President declared a major disaster in
Nebraska and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-

through 6. 
The President declared a major disa

Illinois and ordered Federal aid to suppl
State and local recovery efforts in the a
fected by severe storms, straight-line 
and tornadoes on November 17.

November 27
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident had an intelligence briefing.  The
in the Oval Office, he had a telephone c
sation with King Abdallah bin Abd al-A
Saud of Saudi Arabia to discuss intern
diplomatic efforts to prevent continued 
ar weapons development in Iran and
Arabia-U.S. relations.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Offic
President signed H.R. 1848, H.R. 3204,
252. Later, at the Capital Area Food Ba
Mrs. Obama, and their daughters Mal
Sasha participated in a service event.

November 28
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident had separate telephone conver
with 10 members of the Armed For
thank them for their service. 

November 29
In the morning, at the North Portic

President, Mrs. Obama, and their dau
Malia and Sasha received the White 
Christmas tree. Then, on the National M
and Mrs. Obama visited with participan
Fast for Families demonstration on be
immigration reform.

November 30
In the afternoon, at Politics and Prose

store, the President and his daughters
and Sasha visited with patrons and pur
books to promote Small Business Saturd

December 2
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident had an intelligence briefing.
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December 3
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

The President announced his intention to
appoint Eugenio Piñeiro-Soler as a U.S. Com-
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ident had an intelligence briefing.
In the afternoon, in the Private Dining

Room, the President had a working lunch with
President Juan Manuel Santos Calderon of Co-
lombia. Later, in the Oval Office, he participat-
ed in a credentialing ceremony for newly ap-
pointed Ambassadors to the U.S. Then, also in
the Oval Office, he met with Secretary of De-
fense Charles T. Hagel.

December 4
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident had an intelligence briefing.
In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the

President met with Secretary of the Treasury
Jacob J. Lew.

December 5
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident had an intelligence briefing, followed by
a meeting with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Greenberg Theatre
at American University, the President record-
ed an interview with Chris Matthews of
MSNBC’s “Hardball With Chris Matthews”
program for later broadcast.

In the evening, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Jacob G.
Zuma of South Africa to express his condolenc-
es on the death of former President Nelson R.
Mandela and discuss South Africa-U.S. rela-
tions.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Kevin T. Hanretta as Assistant Secre-
tary for Operations, Security, and Prepared-
ness at the Department of Veterans Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Paula E. Boggs as a member of the
President’s Committee on the Arts and the
Humanities.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Robin L. Diamonte as a member of
the Advisory Committee to the Pension Bene-
fit Guaranty Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
appoint John Donahoe as a member of the
President’s Export Council.

missioner to the International Commiss
the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas.

The President announced his intent
appoint Laura M. Ricketts and Regina
Lee as general trustees on the Board of
ees of the John F. Kennedy Center for th
forming Arts.

December 6
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident had an intelligence briefing.
In the afternoon, the President had 

phone conversation with Graça Machel, 
former President Nelson R. Mandela of
Africa, to express his condolences for the
of her husband.

December 8
In the evening, at the John F. Kenned

ter for the Performing Arts, the Preside
Mrs. Obama attended the 2013 Kenned
ter Honors Gala.

December 9
In the morning, the President and

Obama traveled to Dakar, Senegal, arri
the evening. Former President Geor
Bush, former First Lady Laura Bush, an
mer Secretary of State Hillary Rodham C
accompanied them aboard Air Force
Then, they traveled to Centurion, Sout
ca, arriving the following morning.

December 10
In the morning, upon arrival at Wate

Air Force Base in Centurion, South Afri
President and Mrs. Obama traveled 
Radisson Blu Hotel Sandton, Johannesb
Johannesburg.

In the afternoon, the President and
Obama traveled to First National Bank
um in Johannesburg. Later, they retur
the Radisson Blu Hotel Sandton, Joh
burg.

In the evening, the President and
Obama traveled to Dakar, Senegal, arriv
following morning. Former President G
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W. Bush and former First Lady Laura Bush ac-
companied them aboard Air Force One.

December 14
In the morning, in the Map Room, the Pres-

nd ob-
orate

Sandy
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The President announced the designation
the following individuals as members of a Pres-
idential delegation to Kenya to attend a cere-
mony commemorating the 50th anniversary of
the Republic of Kenyain Kasarani, Kenya, on
December 12: Robert F. Godec (head of dele-
gation); and Linda Thomas-Greenfield.

December 11
In the morning, the President and Mrs.

Obama returned to Washington, DC. Former
First Lady Laura Bush accompanied them
aboard Air Force One.

December 12
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had an in-
telligence briefing.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome Prime Minister Mariano
Rajoy Brey of Spain to the White House on
January 13.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Thomas E. Rothman to be a mem-
ber of the National Council on the Arts.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Peter A. Selfridge to be Chief of Pro-
tocol at the Department of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Douglas A. Silliman to be Ambassa-
dor to Kuwait.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert A. Wood to be U.S. Repre-
sentative to the United Nations Conference on
Disarmament.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Portia Y. Wu to be Assistant Secre-
tary for Employment and Training Administra-
tion at the Department of Labor.

December 13
The President declared a major disaster in

California and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-
ea affected by the Rim Fire from August 17
through October 24.

ident and Mrs. Obama lit 26 candles a
served a moment of silence to commem
the first anniversary of the shooting at 
Hook Elementary School in Newtown, C

December 16
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing. Then, also in the Ov
fice, they met with U.S. Trade Represe
Michael B. Froman, Secretary of Com
Penny S. Pritzker, and other senior advi
discuss U.S. trade expansion efforts an
ongoing Trans-Pacific Partnership n
tions.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Offic
President and Vice President Biden me
Secretary of the Treasury Jacob J. Lew.

December 17
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

ident and Vice President Joe Biden had
telligence briefing. Later, in the Ro
Room, they met with chief executive o
from the information technology sector 
cuss the online health insurance marke
Federal Government technology procur
policies, and information security concer

In the afternoon, in the Private D
Room, the President and Vice President
had lunch. Later, in the Oval Office, th
with Secretary of Defense Charles T. Ha

The President announced the designa
the following individuals as members of 
idential delegation to attend the opening
mony of the 2014 Olympic Games in 
Russia, on February 7:

Janet A. Napolitano (head of delegatio
Michael A. McFaul;
Robert L. Nabors II;
Billie Jean King; and
Brian A. Boitano.

The President announced the designa
the following individuals as members of 
idential delegation to attend the 
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ceremony of the 2014 Olympic Games in So-
chi, Russia, on February 23:

sioner on the Commodity Futures Trading
Commission.
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William J. Burns (head of delegation);
Michael A. McFaul;
Bonnie K. Blair;
Caitlin Cahow; and
Eric A. Heiden.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Eric B. Rosenbach to be Assistant
Secretary for Homeland Defense at the De-
partment of Defense.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Darci L. Vetter to be Chief Agricul-
tural Negotiator at the Office of the U.S. Trade
Representative.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Elisebeth Collins Cook to be a mem-
ber of the Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight
Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate J. Mark McWatters to be a member of
the National Credit Union Administration Board.

December 18
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident had an intelligence briefing. Later, he had
a telephone conversation with President-elect
Michelle Bachelet Jeria of Chile to congratu-
late her on her victory in the December 15 sec-
ond-round election and discuss Chile-U.S. rela-
tions. Then, in the Situation Room, he met with
his Review Group on Intelligence and Commu-
nications Technologies to discuss the report it
submitted to Congress on December 13.

December 19
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident had an intelligence briefing.
The White House announced that the Presi-

dent, Mrs. Obama, and their daughters Malia
and Sasha will travel to Honolulu, HI, on De-
cember 20.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Paige E. Alexander to be Assistant
Administrator for the Middle East at the U.S.
Agency for International Development.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Sharon Y. Bowen to be a Commis-

The President announced his intent
nominate John C. Cruden to be Assista
torney General for Environment and N
Resources at the Department of Justice.

The President announced his intent
nominate Janet McCabe to be Assista
ministrator for Air and Radiation at the
ronmental Protection Agency.

The President announced his intent
nominate Leon Rodriguez to be Direc
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Serv
the Department of Homeland Security.

The President announced his intent
nominate David B. Shear to be Assistan
retary for Asian and Pacific Security Af
the Department of Defense.

The President announced his intent
appoint Jane Watson Stetson as a mem
the Board of Trustees of the Woodrow W
International Center for Scholars.

The President announced his intent
appoint Mary Jacksteit as Chairman 
Federal Service Impasses Panel at the F
Labor Relations Authority.

The President announced his intent
appoint Martin H. Malin and Don Wass
as members of the Federal Service Im
Panel at the Federal Labor Relations Aut

The President announced his intent
appoint Eric Dannenmaier and Robert V
as members of the Joint Public Advisory
mittee of the Commission for Environ
Cooperation.

The President announced his intent
appoint James J. Murren as a member 
National Infrastructure Advisory Counci

The President announced his intent
appoint Hill Harper as a member of the
dent’s Cancer Panel.

The President announced the nomina
the following individuals to be judges 
U.S. District Court for the Northern Dis
Georgia:

Michael P. Boggs;
Mark H. Cohen; 
Leigh Martin May; and
Eleanor L. Ross.
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The President announced the nomination of
Tanya S. Chutkan to be a judge on the U.S.

uty National Security Adviser Antony J. Blink-
en, Deputy National Security Adviser for Stra-
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District Court for the District of Columbia.
The President announced the nomination of

M. Hannah Lauck to be a judge on the U.S.
District Court for the Eastern District of Vir-
ginia.

The President announced the nomination of
Leo T. Sorokin to be a judge on the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District of Massachusetts.

The President announced the nomination of
James A. Soto to be a judge on the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District of Arizona.

The President announced the nomination of
Julie E. Carnes to be a judge on the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the 11th Circuit.

The President announced the nomination of
Gregg J. Costa to be a judge on the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit.

December 20
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Pres-

ident had an intelligence briefing, followed by
a meeting with his senior advisers.

In the evening, the President, Mrs. Obama,
their daughters Malia and Sasha, and his moth-
er-in-law Marian Robinson traveled to Hono-
lulu, HI. Upon arrival at Joint Base Pearl Har-
bor–Hickam, HI, while still aboard Air Force
One, he received an update on the status of
four U.S. servicemembers who were wounded
while evacuating U.S. citizens in Bor, South
Sudan. Then, he and the First Family traveled
to their vacation residence in Kailua, HI, arriv-
ing early the following morning.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Max S. Baucus to be Ambassador to
China.

The President declared a major disaster in
Texas and ordered Federal aid to supplement
State and local recovery efforts in the area af-
fected by severe storms and flooding on Octo-
ber 30 and 31.

December 21
In the morning, the President, Mrs. Obama,

their daughters Malia and Sasha, and his moth-
er-in-law Marian Robinson traveled to Kailua,
HI. Later, he had a teleconference call with
National Security Adviser Susan E. Rice, Dep-

tegic Communications Benjamin J. R
and Senior Director for African Affairs
T. Harris to discuss the situation in Sou
dan.

December 22
In the morning, the President recei

update on the situation in South Sudan.
In the afternoon, the President,

Obama, and their daughters Malia and
traveled to the University of Hawaii at 
in Honolulu, HI, where, at the Stan 
Center, they attended a men’s basketbal
between the University of Akron and O
State University, where Mrs. Obama’s b
Craig M. Robinson serves as head bas
coach. Later, they returned to their va
residence in Kailua, HI.

During the day, the President enrolle
health care plan on the DC Health Lin
site. He also received an update via telec
ence on the implementation of the P
Protection and Affordable Care Act.

December 24
In the evening, the President had se

telephone conversations with 10 memb
the Armed Forces to thank them for the
vice. He also had separate telephone con
tions with four U.S. servicemembers wh
recently wounded while evacuating U.
zens in Bor, South Sudan.

December 25
In the afternoon, the President and

Obama traveled to Marine Corps Base H
in Kaneohe Bay, HI, where, at Anderso
they met with servicemembers and thei
lies.

In the evening, the President and
Obama returned to their vacation reside
Kailua, HI, where they remained overni

December 27
During the day, the President recei

update via teleconference on the implem
tion of the Patient Protection and Affo
Care Act.
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December 31
In the afternoon, the President and his

photograph with employees. Then, he walked
to an outside seating area at Bob’s Pizzeria and

he and
n resi-
1434

daughters Malia and Sasha traveled to Island
Snow Hawaii at the Kailua Beach Center,
where he purchased shave ice and posed for a

greeted a small crowd of people. Later, 
his daughters returned to their vacatio
dence, where they remained overnight.
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Appendix B—Nominations Submitted to the Senate
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The following list does not include promotions
of members of the Uniformed Services, nomi-
nations to the Service Academies, or nomina-
tions of Foreign Service officers.

Submitted July 9

Mark Bradley Childress,
of Virginia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the United Republic of Tanzania.

Wanda Felton,
of New York, to be First Vice President of the
Export-Import Bank of the United States for a
term expiring January 20, 2017 (reappointment).

Tomasz P. Malinowski,
of the District of Columbia, to be Assistant
Secretary of State for Democracy, Human
Rights, and Labor, vice Michael H. Posner, re-
signed.

Dennis V. McGinn,
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of the
Navy, vice Jackalyne Pfannenstiel, resigned.

Carlos Roberto Moreno,
of California, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to Belize.

Evan Ryan,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
State (Educational and Cultural Affairs), vice
Judith Ann Stewart Stock, resigning.

Submitted July 10

Matthew Winthrop Barzun,
of Kentucky, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of

America to the United Kingdom of Grea
ain and Northern Ireland.

Margaret Louise Cummisky,
of Hawaii, to be an Assistant Secretary of
merce, vice April S. Boyd, resigned.

John Hoover,
of Massachusetts, a career member of t
nior Foreign Service, class of Counselor
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipot
of the United States of America to the R
lic of Sierra Leone.

Crystal Nix-Hines,
of California, for the rank of Ambassado
ing her tenure of service as the United
Permanent Representative to the Unite
tions Educational, Scientific, and Cultu
ganization.

John R. Phillips,
of the District of Columbia, to be Amba
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
ed States of America to the Italian Re
and to serve concurrently and without
tional compensation as Ambassador Ext
nary and Plenipotentiary of the United
of America to the Republic of San Marin

Michael Keith Yudin,
of the District of Columbia, to be As
Secretary for Special Education and Re
tative Services, Department of Educatio
Alexa E. Posny.

Submitted July 11

William Ward Nooter,
of the District of Columbia, to be an As
Judge of the Superior Court of the Dis
Columbia for the term of 15 years, v
Franklin Burgess, retiring.
230-207_Text_.pdf   663 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Appendix B / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

Submitted July 15 Timothy M. Broas,
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Rhonda K. Schmidtlein,
of Missouri, to be a member of the United
States International Trade Commission for a
term expiring December 16, 2021, vice Shara
L. Aranoff, term expired.

Gregory Dainard Winfree,
of New York, to be Administrator of the Re-
search and Innovative Technology Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, vice Peter
H. Appel.

Submitted July 16

Kent Yoshiho Hirozawa,
of New York, to be a member of the National
Labor Relations Board for the term of 5 years
expiring August 27, 2016, vice Wilma B. Lieb-
man, term expired.

Nancy Jean Schiffer,
of Maryland, to be a member of the National
Labor Relations Board for the term of 5 years
expiring December 16, 2014, vice Craig Becker.

Withdrawn July 16

Sharon Block,
of the District of Columbia, to be a member of
the National Labor Relations Board for the
term of 5 years expiring December 16, 2014,
vice Craig Becker, which was sent to the Sen-
ate on February 13, 2013.

Richard F. Griffin, Jr.,
of the District of Columbia, to be a member of
the National Labor Relations Board for the
term of 5 years expiring August 27, 2016, vice
Wilma B. Liebman, term expired, which was
sent to the Senate on February 13, 2013.

Submitted July 19

Nisha Desai Biswal,
of the District of Columbia, to be Assistant
Secretary of State for South Asian Affairs, vice
Robert Orris Blake, Jr.

and Plenipotentiary of the United Sta
America to the Kingdom of the Netherla

Scott S. Dahl,
of Virginia, to be Inspector General, D
ment of Labor, vice Gordon S. Hedde
signed. 

Julia Frifield,
of New Jersey, to be an Assistant Secre
State (Legislative Affairs), vice David 
ams, resigned.

Martha L. Minow,
of Massachusetts, to be a member of the B
Directors of the Legal Services Corporatio
term expiring July 13, 2014 (reappointmen

Joseph Pius Pietrzyk,
of Ohio, to be a member of the Board 
rectors of the Legal Services Corporatio
term expiring July 13, 2014 (reappointm

Carolyn Hessler Radelet,
of Virginia, to be Director of the Peace 
vice Aaron S. Williams, resigned.

Elizabeth M. Robinson,
of Washington, to be Under Secretary of
gy, vice Kristina M. Johnson, resigned.

Frank A. Rose,
of Massachusetts, to be an Assistant Sec
of State (Verification and Compliance
Rose Eilene Gottemoeller.

Adam M. Scheinman,
of Virginia, a career member of the Sen
ecutive Service, to be Special Represe
of the President for Nuclear Nonprolife
with the rank of Ambassador.

Jessica Garfola Wright,
of Pennsylvania, to be Under Secretary 
fense for Personnel and Readiness, vic
C. Conaton, resigned.
230-207_Text_.pdf   664 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Appendix B

1437

Submitted July 25

Vince Girdhari Chhabria,

Marcel J. Lettre II,
of Maryland, to be a Principal Deputy Under

Senior
nselor,
enipo-
 to the

raordi-
 States

 of the
y, vice

ational
July 1,

Senior
, to be
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of California, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Northern District of California, vice Susan Y.
Illston, retired.

Matthew Frederick Leitman,
of Michigan, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Eastern District of Michigan, vice Marianne O.
Battani, retired.

Judith Ellen Levy,
of Michigan, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Eastern District of Michigan, vice Nancy G.
Edmunds, retired.

Laurie J. Michelson,
of Michigan, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Eastern District of Michigan, vice George Car-
am Steeh III, retired.

James Maxwell Moody Jr.,
of Arkansas, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Eastern District of Arkansas, vice Susan Web-
ber Wright, retiring.

Linda Vivienne Parker,
of Michigan, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Eastern District of Michigan, vice Robert H.
Cleland, retired.

Leslie E. Bains,
of New York, to be a Director of the Securities
Investor Protection Corporation for a term ex-
piring December 31, 2015, vice William S.
Jasien, term expired.

Tony Hammond,
of Missouri, to be a Commissioner of the Post-
al Regulatory Commission for a term expiring
October 14, 2018 (reappointment).

Caroline Kennedy,
of New York, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to Japan.

Secretary of Defense (new position).

Donald Lu,
of California, a career member of the 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Cou
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pl
tentiary of the United States of America
Republic of Albania.

Robert A. Sherman,
of Massachusetts, to be Ambassador Ext
nary and Plenipotentiary of the United
of America to the Portuguese Republic.

Robert Michael Simon,
of Maryland, to be an Associate Director
Office of Science and Technology Polic
Sherburne B. Abbott.

Submitted July 30

Nicholas Christopher Geale,
of Virginia, to be a member of the N
Mediation Board for a term expiring 
2016 (reappointment).

Submitted July 31

Robert O. Blake, Jr.,
of Maryland, a career member of the 
Foreign Service, class of Career Minister
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipot
of the United States of America to the R
lic of Indonesia.

Michael L. Connor,
of New Mexico, to be Deputy Secretary
Interior, vice David J. Hayes, resigned.

France A. Cordova,
of New Mexico, to be Director of the N
Science Foundation for a term of 6 year
Subra Suresh, resigned.
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Thomas Frederick Daughton,
of Arizona, a career member of the Senior For-

L. Paige Marvel,
of Maryland, to be a judge of the U.S. Tax
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eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Namibia.

John L. Estrada,
of Florida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.

Sylvia I. Garcia,
of Michigan, to be Chief Financial Officer, De-
partment of Transportation, vice Christopher
P. Bertram, resigned.

Philip S. Goldberg,
of the District of Columbia, a career member
of the Senior Foreign Service, class of Career
Minister, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of Ameri-
ca to the Republic of the Philippines.

Jo Emily Handelsman,
of Connecticut, to be an Associate Director of
the Office of Science and Technology Policy,
vice Carl Wieman, resigned.

Michael Stephen Hoza,
of Washington, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the United States of America to the
Republic of Cameroon.

Amy Jane Hyatt,
of California, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the United States of America to the
Republic of Palau.

Noah Bryson Mamet,
of California, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Argentine Republic.

Court for a term of 15 years (reappointm

Kenneth L. Mossman,
of Arizona, to be a member of the D
Nuclear Facilities Safety Board for a te
piring October 18, 2016, vice John E
Mansfield, term expired.

Sarah Bloom Raskin,
of Maryland, to be Deputy Secretary 
Treasury, vice Neal S. Wolin.

Eunice S. Reddick,
of the District of Columbia, a career m
of the Senior Foreign Service, class of 
ter-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ext
nary and Plenipotentiary of the United
of America to the Republic of Niger.

Karen Clark Stanton,
of Michigan, a career member of the 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Cou
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pl
tentiary of the United States of America
Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste.

Gregory B. Starr,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secret
State (Diplomatic Security), vice Eric 
swell, resigned.

Kenneth R. Weinstein,
of the District of Columbia, to be a mem
the Broadcasting Board of Governors
term expiring August 13, 2014, vice D
Mulhaupt, resigned.

Submitted August 1

Gary Blankinship,
of Texas, to be U.S. Marshal for the So
District of Texas for the term of 4 year
Ruben Monzon, resigned.

Christopher Reid Cooper,
of the District of Columbia, to be U.S. D
Judge for the District of Columbia, vice
C. Lamberth, retired.
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Daniel D. Crabtree,
of Kansas, to be U.S. District Judge for the

Peter C. Tobin,
of Ohio, to be U.S. Marshal for the Southern

s, vice
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District of Kansas, vice John W. Lungstrum,
retired.

Michelle T. Friedland,
of California, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the
Ninth Circuit, vice Raymond C. Fisher, retired.

M. Douglas Harpool,
of Missouri, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Western District of Missouri, vice Richard E.
Dorr, deceased.

Robert L. Hobbs,
of Texas, to be U.S. Marshal for the Eastern
District of Texas for the term of 4 years, vice
John Lee Moore, term expired.

Sheryl H. Lipman,
of Tennessee, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Western District of Tennessee, vice Jon P. Mc-
Calla, retired.

Gerald Austin McHugh, Jr.,
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, vice Har-
vey Bartle, III, retired.

Nancy L. Moritz,
of Kansas, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the
Tenth Circuit, vice Deanell Reece Tacha, re-
tired.

John B. Owens,
of California, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the
Ninth Circuit, vice Stephen S. Trott, retired.

Amos Rojas, Jr.,
of Florida, to be U.S. Marshal for the Southern
District of Florida for the term of 4 years, vice
Christina Pharo, term expired.

Edward G. Smith,
of Pennsylvania, to be U. S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, vice Ber-
le M. Schiller, retired.

District of Ohio for a term of 4 year
Cathy Jo Jones, resigned.

Stevan Eaton Bunnell,
of the District of Columbia, to be G
Counsel, Department of Homeland Se
vice Ivan K. Fong, resigned.

Dwight L. Bush, Sr.,
of the District of Columbia, to be Amba
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
States of America to the Kingdom of Mor

Steven Croley,
of Michigan, to be General Counsel of th
partment of Energy, vice Gregory H
Woods.

Karen Dynan,
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary
Treasury, vice Janice Eberly.

J. Christopher Giancarlo,
of New Jersey, to be a Commissioner 
Commodity Futures Trading Commissi
the remainder of the term expiring Ap
2014, vice Jill Sommers, resigned.

Richard F. Griffin, Jr.,
of the District of Columbia, to be G
Counsel of the National Labor Relations
for a term of 4 years, vice Ronald E. Me
resigned.

Pamela K. Hamamoto,
of Hawaii, to be Representative of the U
States of America to the Office of the U
Nations and Other International Organi
in Geneva, with the rank of Ambassado
Betty E. King.

Matthew T. Harrington,
of Virginia, a career member of the 
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to b
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotent
the United States of America to the Kin
of Lesotho.
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of Colorado, to be a member of the National

Patrick Pizzella,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Federal La-
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Transportation Safety Board for a term expir-
ing December 31, 2017 (reappointment).

Deborah A.P. Hersman,
of Virginia, to be Chairman of the National
Transportation Safety Board for a term of 2
years (reappointment).

Deborah A.P. Hersman,
of Virginia, to be a member of the National
Transportation Safety Board for a term expir-
ing December 31, 2018 (reappointment).

Deborah Lee James,
of Virginia, to be Secretary of the Air Force,
vice Michael Bruce Donley, resigned.

Peter Joseph Kadzik,
of New York, to be an Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral, vice Ronald H. Weich, resigned.

R. Gil Kerlikowske,
of the District of Columbia, to be Commission-
er of Customs, Department of Homeland Se-
curity, vice Alan D. Bersin, resigned.

Frank G. Klotz,
of Virginia, to be Under Secretary for Nuclear
Security, vice Thomas P. D’Agostino, resigned.

John Andrew Koskinen,
of the District of Columbia, to be Commission-
er of Internal Revenue for the term expiring
November 12, 2017, vice Douglas H. Shulman,
term expired.

Michael P. O’Rielly,
of New York, to be a member of the Federal
Communications Commission for the remain-
der of the term expiring June 30, 2014, vice
Robert M. McDowell, resigned.

Anne W. Patterson,
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service, class of Career Ambassador, to be
an Assistant Secretary of State (Near Eastern
Affairs), vice C. David Welch, resigned.

bor Relations Authority for a term of 5
expiring July 1, 2015, vice Thomas M.
resigned.

Linda A. Schwartz,
of Connecticut, to be Assistant Secretary 
erans Affairs, vice Raul Perea-Henze, res

Sarah Sewall,
of Massachusetts, to be an Under Secre
State (Civilian Security, Democracy, an
man Rights), vice Maria Otero, resigned

Suzanne Eleanor Spaulding,
of Virginia, to be Under Secretary, D
ment of Homeland Security, vice Rand B

Kathryn D. Sullivan,
of Ohio, to be Under Secretary of Com
for Oceans and Atmosphere, vice Jane
chenco, resigned.

Withdrawn August 1

Lafe E. Solomon,
of Maryland, to be General Counsel of t
tional Labor Relations Board for a term
years, vice Ronald E. Meisburg, res
which was sent to the Senate on May 23

Submitted September 11

Larry Edward André, Jr.,
of Virginia, a career member of the 
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to b
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotent
the United States of America to the I
Republic of Mauritania.

Elizabeth Frawley Bagley,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Alt
Representative of the United States of A
ca to the Sixty-eighth Session of the G
Assembly of the United Nations.

John P. Carlin,
of New York, to be an Assistant Attorne
eral, vice Lisa O. Monaco, resigned.
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Beth F. Cobert,
of California, to be Deputy Director for Man-

the United States of America on the Council of
the International Civil Aviation Organization.

of the
eighth
nited

tary of
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tive of
 Sixty-
 of the
agement, Office of Management and Budget,
vice Jeffrey D. Zients, resigned.

Bradley Crowell,
of Nevada, to be an Assistant Secretary of En-
ergy (Congressional and Intergovernmental
Affairs), vice Jeffrey A. Lane.

Richard G. Frank,
of Massachusetts, to be an Assistant Secretary
of Health and Human Services, vice Sherry
Glied, resigned.

Anthony Luzzatto Gardner,
of New York, to be Representative of the Unit-
ed States of America to the European Union,
with the rank and status of Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary.

Sloan D. Gibson,
of the District of Columbia, to be Deputy Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, vice W. Scott Gould.

Heather Anne Higginbottom,
of the District of Columbia, to be Deputy Sec-
retary of State for Management and Resourc-
es, vice Thomas R. Nides, resigned.

Paul Nathan Jaenichen, Sr.,
of Kentucky, to be Administrator of the Maritime
Administration, vice David T. Matsuda, resigned.

Esther Puakela Kia’aina,
of Hawaii, to be an Assistant Secretary of the
Interior, vice Anthony Marion Babauta.

Helen Meagher La Lime,
of the District of Columbia, a career member
of the Senior Foreign Service, class of Minis-
ter-Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary of the United States
of America to the Republic of Angola.

Michael Anderson Lawson,
of California, for the rank of Ambassador dur-
ing his tenure of service as Representative of

Barbara Lee,
of California, to be a Representative 
United States of America to the Sixty-
Session of the General Assembly of the U
Nations.

Michael D. Lumpkin,
of California, to be an Assistant Secre
Defense, vice Michael A. Sheehan.

Mark Meadows,
of North Carolina, to be a Representa
the United States of America to the
eighth Session of the General Assembly
United Nations.

Luis G. Moreno,
of Texas, a career member of the Senio
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipot
of the United States of America to Jamai

Jamie Michael Morin,
of Michigan, to be Director of Cost A
ment and Program Evaluation, Departm
Defense, vice Christine H. Fox, resigned

Jo Ann Rooney,
of Massachusetts, to be Under Secretary
Navy, vice Robert O. Work, resigned.

James H. Shelton III,
of the District of Columbia, to be Depu
retary of Education, vice Anthony W. 
resigned.

Christopher Smith,
of Texas, to be an Assistant Secretary of
gy (Fossil Energy), vice Charles DeWi
Connell, resigned.

Theodore Strickland,
of Ohio, to be an Alternate Representa
the United States of America to the
eighth Session of the General Assembly
United Nations.
230-207_Text_.pdf   669 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Appendix B / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

Puneet Talwar,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant

David J. Arroyo,
of New York, to be a member of the Board of

Broad-
 2016,

oard of
art L.
ril 15,
ired.

Senior
nselor,
enipo-
 to the

 Court
ohen,

y Gen-

ate for
ine.

for the
ma E.

ge for
e Ed-

e Dis-
vated.
1442

Secretary of State (Political-Military Affairs),
vice Andrew J. Shapiro.

George James Tsunis,
of New York, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Kingdom of Norway.

Victoria Marie Baecher Wassmer,
of Illinois, to be Chief Financial Officer, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, vice Barbara J.
Bennett, resigned.

David Weil,
of Massachusetts, to be Administrator of the
Wage and Hour Division, Department of La-
bor, vice Paul DeCamp.

Roy K.J. Williams,
of Ohio, to be Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Economic Development, vice John
R. Fernandez, resigned.

Daniel W. Yohannes,
of Colorado, to be Representative of the Unit-
ed States of America to the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development,
with the rank of Ambassador.

Stephen N. Zack,
of Florida, to be an Alternate Representative
of the United States of America to the Sixty-
eighth Session of the General Assembly of the
United Nations.

Submitted September 17

Cynthia H. Akuetteh,
of the District of Columbia, a career member
of the Senior Foreign Service, class of Minister-
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Gabonese Republic, and to
serve concurrently and without additional com-
pensation as Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of America
to the Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and
Principe.

Directors of the Corporation for Public 
casting for a term expiring January 31,
vice Elizabeth Courtney, term expired.

Camilla C. Feibelman,
of New Mexico, to be a Member of the B
Trustees of the Morris K. Udall and Stew
Udall Foundation for a term expiring Ap
2017, vice Stephen M. Prescott, term exp

Eric T. Schultz,
of Virginia, a career member of the 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Cou
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pl
tentiary of the United States of America
Republic of Zambia.

Submitted September 18

Tamara Wenda Ashford,
of Virginia, to be a Judge of the U.S. Tax
for a term of 15 years, vice Mary Ann C
retired.

Leslie Ragon Caldwell,
of New York, to be an Assistant Attorne
eral, vice Lanny A. Breuer, resigned.

Richard Stengel,
of New York, to be Under Secretary of St
Public Diplomacy, vice Tara D. Sonensh

Submitted September 19

Cynthia Ann Bashant,
of California, to be U.S. District Judge 
Southern District of California, vice Ir
Gonzalez, retired.

Stanley Allen Bastian,
of Washington, to be U.S. District Jud
the Eastern District of Washington, vic
ward F. Shea, retired.

Diane J. Humetewa,
of Arizona, to be U.S. District Judge for th
trict of Arizona, vice Mary H. Murguia, ele
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Jon David Levy,
of Maine, to be U.S. District Judge for the Dis-

Submitted September 24

David Jeremiah Barron,
ge for

etired.
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trict of Maine, vice George Z. Singal, retired.

Steven Paul Logan,
of Arizona, to be U.S. District Judge for the
District of Arizona, vice James A. Teilborg, re-
tired.

Douglas L. Rayes,
of Arizona, to be U.S. District Judge for the
District of Arizona, vice Frederick J. Martone,
retired.

Manish S. Shah,
of Illinois, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Northern District of Illinois, vice Joan Hum-
phrey Lefkow, retired.

John Joseph Tuchi,
of Arizona, to be U.S. District Judge for the
District of Arizona, vice Roslyn Moore-Silver,
retired.

Submitted September 23

Bruce Heyman,
of Illinois, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to Canada.

Charles Norman Wiltse Keckler,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Legal Services Corporation for a
term expiring July 13, 2016 (reappointment).

Kathryn B. Thompson,
of Virginia, to be General Counsel of the De-
partment of Transportation, vice Robert S.
Rivkin, resigned.

Kevin Whitaker,
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the United States of America to the
Republic of Colombia.

of Massachusetts, to be U.S. Circuit Jud
the First Circuit, vice Michael Boudin, r

Mark G. Mastroianni,
of Massachusetts, to be U.S. District Jud
the District of Massachusetts, vice Mich
Ponsor, retired.

Indira Talwani,
of Massachusetts, to be U.S. District Jud
the District of Massachusetts, vice M
Wolf, retired.

Submitted September 25

Steven Joel Anthony,
of the District of Columbia, to be a mem
the Railroad Retirement Board for a te
piring August 28, 2018, vice Jerome F. 
term expired.

Susan McCue,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Board
rectors of the Millennium Challenge Co
tion for a term of 3 years, vice Kenneth F
Hackett, term expired.

Debra L. Miller,
of Kansas, to be a Member of the S
Transportation Board for a term expirin
cember 31, 2017, vice Francis Mulvey
expired.

Catherine Ann Novelli,
of Virginia, to be an Under Secretary o
(Economic Growth, Energy, and the En
ment), vice Robert D. Hormats, resigned

Theodore David Chuang,
of Maryland, to be U.S. District Judge 
District of Maryland, vice Roger W. Tit
tiring.

George Jarrod Hazel,
of Maryland, to be U.S. District Judge 
District of Maryland, vice Alexander Wi
Jr., retired.
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Dana J. Hyde,
of Maryland, to be Chief Executive Officer,
Millennium Challenge Corporation, vice Dan-
iel W. Yohannes.

Mark E. Lopes,
of Arizona, to be U.S. Executive Director of the
Inter-American Development Bank for a term
of 3 years, vice Gustavo Arnavat, resigned.

Catherine Ann Novelli,
of Virginia, to be U.S. Alternate Governor of the
European Bank for Reconstruction and Devel-
opment, vice Robert D. Hormats, resigned.

Catherine Ann Novelli,
of Virginia, to be U.S. Alternate Governor of
the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development for a term of 5 years; U.S. Alter-
nate Governor of the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank for a term of 5 years, vice Robert
D. Hormats, resigned.

Lanhee J. Chen,
of California, to be a member of the Social Se-
curity Advisory Board for a term expiring Sep-
tember 30, 2018, vice Mark J. Warshawsky,
term expired.

Alan L. Cohen,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Social Securi-
ty Advisory Board for a term expiring Septem-
ber 30, 2016, vice Dana K. Bilyeu, term expired.

Submitted October 7

Arnold A. Chacon,
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Director General of the Foreign Service,
vice Linda Thomas-Greenfield, resigned.

Arun Madhavan Kumar,
of California, to be Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce and Director General of the United
States and Foreign Commercial Service, vice
Suresh Kumar, resigned.

State (Intelligence and Research), vice
S. Goldberg.

Helen Tierney,
of Virginia, to be Chief Financial Office
partment of Veterans Affairs.

Kelly R. Welsh,
of Illinois, to be General Counsel of the D
ment of Commerce, vice Cameron F. Ker

Submitted October 9

Janet L. Yellen,
of California, to be Chairman of the Bo
Governors of the Federal Reserve System
term of 4 years, vice Ben S. Bernanke, re

Alfredo J. Balsera,
of Florida, to be a member of the U.S. A
ry Commission on Public Diplomacy for 
expiring July 1, 2014, vice Elizabeth F. B
term expired.

Jeh Charles Johnson,
of New Jersey, to be Secretary of Hom
Security, vice Janet Ann Napolitano, resi

Withdrawn October 28

Ronald J. Binz,
of Colorado, to be a member of the F
Energy Regulatory Commission for the
expiring June 30, 2018, vice Jon Wellin
term expiring, which was sent to the Sen
June 27, 2013.

Submitted October 30

Robert C. Barber,
of Massachusetts, to be Ambassador Ext
nary and Plenipotentiary of the United
of America to the Republic of Iceland.

Nani A. Coloretti,
of California, to be Chief Financial O
Department of the Treasury, vice Dan
Tangherlini, resigned.
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Bathsheba Nell Crocker,
of the District of Columbia, a career member

Submitted November 7
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of the Senior Executive Service, to be an Assis-
tant Secretary of State (International Organiza-
tion Affairs), vice Esther Brimmer, resigned.

Jonathan Elkind,
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Energy (International Affairs), vice David B.
Sandalow, resigned.

Mark Gilbert,
of the District of Columbia, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Unit-
ed States of America to New Zealand.

Joseph S. Hezir,
of Virginia, to be Chief Financial Officer, De-
partment of Energy, vice Steven Jeffrey Isa-
kowitz, resigned.

Tina S. Kaidanow,
of the District of Columbia, a career member
of the Senior Foreign Service, class of Minis-
ter-Counselor, to be Coordinator for Counter-
terrorism, with the rank and status of Ambassa-
dor at Large, vice Daniel Benjamin, resigned.

William A. LaPlante, Jr.,
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of the
Air Force, vice Sue C. Payton.

Theodore Reed Mitchell,
of California, to be Under Secretary of Educa-
tion, vice Martha J. Kanter.

Massie Ritsch,
of the District of Columbia, to be Assistant
Secretary for Communications and Outreach,
Department of Education, vice Peter Cun-
ningham.

Charles Hammerman Rivkin,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of State (Economic and Business Af-
fairs), vice Jose W. Fernandez, resigned.

Rhea Sun Suh,
of Colorado, to be Assistant Secretary for Fish and
Wildlife, vice Thomas L. Strickland, resigned.

of the District of Columbia, to be Amba
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
ed States of America to Hungary.

Madelyn R. Creedon,
of Indiana, to be Principal Deputy Admi
tor, National Nuclear Security Administ
vice Neile L. Miller, resigned.

Joseph P. Mohorovic,
of Illinois, to be a Commissioner of the
sumer Product Safety Commission for 
of seven years from October 27, 2012
Nancy Ann Nord, term expired.

Janice Marion Schneider,
of New York, to be an Assistant Secre
the Interior, vice Wilma A. Lewis, resign

Joseph William Westphal,
of New York, to be Ambassador Extraor
and Plenipotentiary of the United Sta
America to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Ellen Dudley Williams,
of Maryland, to be Director of the Ad
Research Projects Agency-Energy, D
ment of Energy, vice Arun Majumdar, re

Janet L. Yellen,
of California, to be U.S. Alternate Gove
the International Monetary Fund for a t
5 years, vice Ben S. Bernanke, term expi

James D. Peterson,
of Wisconsin, to be U.S. District Judge 
Western District of Wisconsin, vice Jo
Shabaz, retired.

Robin S. Rosenbaum,
of Florida, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for th
enth Circuit, vice Rosemary Barkett, resig

Nancy J. Rosenstengel,
of Illinois, to be U.S. District Judge f
Southern District of Illinois, vice G. P
Murphy, retiring.
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District of Iowa for the term of 4 years, vice
Stephanie M. Rose, resigned.

Ronnie L. White,
of Missouri, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Eastern District of Missouri, vice Jean C.
Hamilton, retired.

Withdrawn November 7

Ben S. Bernanke,
of New Jersey, to be U.S. Alternate Governor
of the International Monetary Fund for a term
of 5 years (reappointment), which was sent to
the Senate on April 18, 2013.

Thomas Edgar Wheeler,
of the District of Columbia, to be member of
the Federal Communications Commission for
the remainder of the term expiring June 30,
2013, vice Julius Genachowski, which was sent
to the Senate on May 9, 2013.

Submitted November 12

Tommy Port Beaudreau,
of Alaska, to be an Assistant Secretary of the
Interior, vice Rhea S. Suh.

Thomas A. Burke,
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency, vice
Paul T. Anastas, resigned.

Neil Gregory Kornze,
of Nevada, to be Director of the Bureau of Land
Management, vice Robert V. Abbey, resigned.

Caroline Diane Krass,
of the District of Columbia, to be General
Counsel of the Central Intelligence Agency,
vice Stephen Woolman Preston, resigned.

Ericka M. Miller,
of Virginia, to be Assistant Secretary for Post-
secondary Education, Department of Educa-
tion, vice Eduardo M. Ochoa.

merce for International Trade, vice Fra
J. Sanchez, resigned.

Submitted November 13

Mark Gilbert,
of the District of Columbia, to serve c
rently and without additional compensa
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipot
of the United States of America to the
pendent State of Samoa.

Timothy G. Massad,
of Connecticut, to be a Commissioner 
Commodity Futures Trading Commissio
term expiring April 13, 2017, vice
Gensler, term expired.

Timothy G. Massad,
of Connecticut, to be Chairman of the
modity Futures Trading Commission
Gary Gensler.

Submitted November 18

Debo P. Adegbile,
of New York, to be an Assistant Attorne
eral, vice Thomas E. Perez, resigned.

Marc A. Kastner,
of Massachusetts, to be Director of the 
of Science, Department of Energy, vic
liam F. Brinkman.

Harry James Franklyn Korrell III,
of Washington, to be a member of the Bo
Directors of the Legal Services Corporat
a term expiring July 13, 2014 (reappointm

Mark E. Lopes,
of Arizona, to be a member of the Board
rectors of the Inter-American Foundatio
term expiring September 20, 2016, vice H
E. Morales, term expired.
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Victor B. Maddox,
of Kentucky, to be a member of the Board of

Columbia for the term of 15 years, vice Kaye
K. Christian, retired.
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Directors of the Legal Services Corporation for
a term expiring July 13, 2016 (reappointment).

Vivek Hallegere Murthy,
of Massachusetts, to be Medical Director in
the Regular Corps of the Public Health Ser-
vice, subject to qualificationstherefor as pro-
vided by law and regulations, and to be Sur-
geon General of the Public Health Service for
a term of 4 years, vice, Regina M. Benjamin,
resigned.

Franklin M. Orr, Jr.,
of California, to be Under Secretary for Sci-
ence, Department of Energy, vice Steven El-
liot Koonin.

Submitted November 19

Linda Thomas-Greenfield,
an Assistant Secretary of State (African Af-
fairs), to be a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the African Development Foundation
for the remainder of the term expiring Sep-
tember 27, 2015, vice Johnnie Carson.

Submitted November 21

Andrew Mark Luger,
of Minnesota, to be U.S. Attorney for the Dis-
trict of Minnesota for the term of 4 years, vice
B. Todd Jones, term expired.

Damon Paul Martinez,
of New Mexico, to be U.S. Attorney for the
District of New Mexico for the term of 4 years,
vice Kenneth J. Gonzales, resigned.

Sherry Moore Trafford,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Associate
Judge of the Superior Court of the District of
Columbia for the term of 15 years, vice Natalia
Combs Greene, retired.

Steven M. Wellner,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Associate
Judge of the Superior Court of the District of

Brad R. Carson,
of Oklahoma, to be Under Secretary of t
my, vice Joseph W. Westphal.

Maureen Elizabeth Cormack,
of Virginia, a career member of the 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Cou
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pl
tentiary of the United States of Ame
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Richard A. Kennedy,
of Pennsylvania, to be a member of the
of Directors of the Metropolitan Wash
Airports Authority for a term expiring M
2016, vice William Cobey, term expired.

Leslie Berger Kiernan,
of Maryland, to be Representative of the
ed States of America to the United Nati
U.N. Management and Reform, with th
of Ambassador.

Leslie Berger Kiernan,
of Maryland, to be Alternate Representa
the United States of America to the Sess
the General Assembly of the United N
during her tenure of service as Represe
of the United States of America to the U
Nations for U.N. Management and Refo

Heather L. MacDougall,
of Florida, to be a member of the Occup
Safety and Health Review Commission
term expiring April 27, 2017, vice Hor
Thompson, term expired.

David Radzanowski,
of the District of Columbia, to be Chief 
cial Officer, National Aeronautics and 
Administration, vice Elizabeth M. Robin

John Roth,
of Michigan, to be Inspector General, D
ment of Homeland Security, vice Rich
Skinner, resigned.
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of Maryland, to be a member of the National
Council on the Arts for a term expiring Sep-
tember 3, 2016 (new position).

Peter A. Selfridge,
of Minnesota, to be Chief of Protocol, and to
have the rank of Ambassador during his tenure of
service, vice Capricia Penavic Marshall, resigned.

Douglas Alan Silliman,
of Texas, a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the United States of America to the State of
Kuwait.

Robert A. Wood,
of New York, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
for the rank of Ambassador during his tenure
of service as U.S. Representative to the Con-
ference on Disarmament.

Portia Y. Wu,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Labor, vice Jane Oates.

Submitted December 17

Elisebeth Collins Cook,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Privacy and
Civil Liberties Oversight Board for a term ex-
piring January 29, 2020 (reappointment).

Submitted December 19

Michael P. Boggs,
of Georgia, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Northern District of Georgia, vice Julie E.
Carnes.

Circuit, vice James Larry Edmondson, re

Tanya S. Chutkan,
of the District of Columbia, to be U.S. D
Judge for the District of Columbia, vice
ditional position in accordance with 28 
133(b)(1).

Mark Howard Cohen,
of Georgia, to be U.S. District Judge f
Northern District of Georgia, vice Cl
Cooper, retired.

Gregg Jeffrey Costa,
of Texas, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for th
Circuit, vice Fortunato P. Benavides, ret

M. Hannah Lauck,
of Virginia, to be U.S. District Judge f
Eastern District of Virginia, vice Jam
Spencer, retiring.

Leigh Martin May,
of Georgia, to be U.S. District Judge f
Northern District of Georgia, vice Bev
Martin, elevated.

Eleanor Louise Ross,
of Georgia, to be U.S. District Judge f
Northern District of Georgia, vice Cha
Pannell, Jr., retired.

Leo T. Sorokin,
of Massachusetts, to be U.S. District Jud
the District of Massachusetts, vice Jos
Tauro, retired.

James Alan Soto,
of Arizona, to be U.S. District Judge f
District of Arizona, vice David C. Bury, r
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Appendix C—Checklist of White House Press Releases

White
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uncing
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States

ative

Secre-

Secre-
The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released July 1

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
James F. “Jay” Carney, Deputy National Secu-
rity Adviser for Strategic Communications
Benjamin J. Rhodes, National Security Council
Director for African Affairs Grant T. Harris,
and U.S. Trade Representative Michael B.
Froman

Text: White House Blog Post: Commonsense
Immigration Reform Will Strengthen Social
Security

Fact sheet: Trade Africa

Fact sheet: U.S. Efforts To Combat Wildlife
Trafficking

Released July 5

Text: Statement by Council of Economic Ad-
visers Chairman Alan B. Krueger on the em-
ployment situation in June

Released July 8

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary: White
House Announces Nancy Hogan To Step
Down; Jonathan McBride To Serve as Assis-
tant to the President and Director of Presiden-
tial Personnel

Released July 9

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released July 10

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary: 
House Report: The Economic Benefits 
ing Our Broken Immigration System

Statement by the Press Secretary on th
ate Health, Education, Labor and Pe
Committee vote on employment discr
tion prevention legislation

Text: The Economic Benefits of Fixin
Broken Immigration System

Released July 11

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary on th
ate Judiciary Committee vote on the no
tion of B. Todd Jones to be Director of t
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
sives

Released July 12

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary anno
that the President signed H.R. 324, H.R
and H.R. 2383

Released July 15

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Fact sheet: Accelerating Improvement i
Prevention and Care in the United 
Through the HIV Care Continuum Initi

Released July 16

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released July 17

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney
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Released July 18

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-

Released July 26
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tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 251, H.R. 254,
and H.R. 588

Fact sheet: Middle Class Americans Saving
Billions Under the Health Care Law’s Medical
Loss Ratio Refunds

Released July 19

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released July 21

Text: Statement by National Security Council
Spokesperson Caitlin Hayden on the investi-
ture of King Philippe of Belgium

Released July 22

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released July 23

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary on Rep. Jus-
tin Amash’s proposed amendment to H.R.
2397, the Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2014

Fact sheet: Bipartisan Student Loan Deal: A
Win for Students

Released July 24

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
James F. “Jay” Carney

Advance text of the President’s remarks at
Knox College in Galesburg, IL

Released July 25

Transcript of a press gaggle by Principal Depu-
ty Press Secretary Joshua R. Earnest

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 2289

tion facilities at the U.S. Naval Base in G
namo Bay, Cuba

Released July 29

Transcript of a press briefing by Pr
Deputy Press Secretary Joshua R. Earne

Statement by the Press Secretary: Fixin
Broken Immigration System: The Eco
Benefits to Agriculture and Rural Com
ties—New Report Released by the White

Text: Fixing Our Broken Immigration S
The Economic Benefits to Agriculture an
ral Communities

Released July 30

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec
James F. “Jay” Carney

Fact sheet: A Better Bargain for the M
Class: Jobs

Advance text of the President’s remarks
Amazon Chattanooga Fulfillment Cen
Chattanooga, TN

Released July 31

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Text: Statement by Council of Econom
visers Chairman Alan B. Krueger on t
vance estimate of GDP for the second q
of 2013

Released August 1

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Fact sheet: Executive Order on Imp
Chemical Facility Safety and Security

Released August 2

Text: Statement by Council of Econom
visers Chairman Alan B. Krueger on th
ployment situation in July
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Released August 4

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Inau-

Fact sheet: The Obama Administration’s Work
To Honor Our Military Families and Veterans
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Depu-
d Sec-
guration of Hojjatoleslam Hassan Rouhani as
President of Iran

Released August 5

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Fact sheet: A Better Bargain for the Middle
Class: Housing

Released August 6

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
James F. “Jay” Carney and Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development Shaun L.S. Don-
ovan

Advance text of the President’s remarks at
Desert Vista High School in Phoenix, AZ

Released August 7

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by Deputy National Security Advis-
er for Strategic Communications Benjamin J.
Rhodes on the expiration of the ban on imports
from Burma

Released August 8

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Names Presidential Medal of Freedom
Recipients

Released August 9

Statement by the Press Secretary: Background
on the President’s Statement on Reforms to
NSA Programs

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 267, H.R. 678,
H.R. 1092, H.R. 1171, H.R. 1344, H.R. 1911,
H.R. 2167, H.R. 2576, and H.R. 2611

Released August 10

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
James F. “Jay” Carney

Released August 11

Text: Statement by National Security C
Spokesperson Caitlin Hayden on Mexic
lease of Rafael Caro Quintero from priso

Released August 13

Statement by the Press Secretary: New
House Report: The Economic Benefits o
viding a Path to Earned Citizenship

Text: Fixing Our Broken Immigration S
The Economic Benefits of Providing a P
Earned Citizenship

Released August 14

Transcript of a press briefing by Pr
Deputy Press Secretary Joshua R. Earne

Statement by Principal Deputy Press Se
Joshua R. Earnest on the situation in Eg

Released August 15

Statement by the Press Secretary on ne
partment of Defense initiatives to curb
assault in the Armed Forces

Released August 19

Transcript of a press briefing by Pr
Deputy Press Secretary Joshua R. Earne

Statement by the Press Secretary on 
Humanitarian Day

Released August 20

Transcript of a press briefing by Pr
Deputy Press Secretary Joshua R. Earne

Released August 21

Transcript of a press briefing by Pr
Deputy Press Secretary Joshua R. Earne

Statement by Principal Deputy Press Se
Joshua R. Earnest on the alleged use of 
cal weapons in Syria

Released August 22

Transcript of a press gaggle by Principal 
ty Press Secretary Joshua R. Earnest an
retary of Education Arne Duncan
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More Affordable: A Better Bargain for the
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Middle Class

Released August 23

Transcript of a press gaggle by Principal Depu-
ty Press Secretary Joshua R. Earnest

Released August 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Text: Statement by Nation Security Council
Spokesperson Caitlin Hayden on National Se-
curity Adviser Susan E. Rice’s meetings with
the Israeli delegation

Released August 27

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary: White
House Appoints 2013–2014 Class of White
House Fellows

Statement by the Press Secretary on North Korea

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Re-
view Group on Intelligence and Communica-
tions Technology

Released August 29

Transcript of a press briefing by Principal
Deputy Press Secretary Joshua R. Earnest

Fact sheet: New Executive Actions To Reduce
Gun Violence

Released August 30

Transcript of a conference call by senior ad-
ministration officials on the President’s visit to
Sweden and Russia

Transcript of a conference call by senior ad-
ministration officials on the situation in Syria

Text: U.S. Government Assessment of the Syr-
ian Government’s Use of Chemical Weapons
on August 21, 2013

Text: Map To Accompany the U.S. Govern-
ment Assessment of the Syrian Government’s
Use of Chemical Weapons on August 21, 2013

Fact sheet: The United States and Latvia—
Allies and Global Partners

Fact sheet: The United States and Lithu
NATO Allies and Global Partners

Released September 4

Statement by the Press Secretary on 
Foreign Relations Committee approva
resolution authorizing U.S. military ac
Syria

Fact sheet: The United States and Swe
Global Leaders on Clean Energy and C
Change

Released September 5

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec
James F. “Jay” Carney and Deputy N
Security Adviser for Strategic Communic
Benjamin J. Rhodes

Transcript of a press briefing by Depu
tional Security Adviser for Strategic Com
cations Benjamin J. Rhodes

Released September 6

Transcript of a press briefing by Depu
tional Security Adviser for Strategic Com
cations Benjamin J. Rhodes and Nation
curity Council Senior Director for Asi
fairs Evan S. Medeiros

Statement by the Press Secretary: U
States and China Reach Agreement on
Down of HFCs

Statement by the Press Secretary: U
States, China, and Leaders of G–20 Co
Announce Historic Progress Toward a 
Phase Down of HFCs

Text: G–20 Leaders’ Declaration

Text: St. Petersburg Action Plan

Text: Statement by Council of Econom
visers Chairman Jason L. Furman on th
ployment situation in August

Fact sheet: The G–20 St. Petersburg Sum
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Released September 8

Statement by the Press Secretary congratulat-

Released September 17

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-

e post-
Dilma
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uncing
S. 256,

Secre-
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riefing
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des on
ations

nomic
e Vice
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rrorist
airobi,

retary
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y

hip To
ic Par-
ing Tokyo on being selected to host the 2020
Summer Olympics

Released September 9

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney and Deputy Na-
tional Security Adviser Antony J. Blinken

Statement by the Press Secretary: Establish-
ment of the Advisory Council on Wildlife Traf-
ficking

Statement by the Press Secretary on additional
countries in support of the September 6 Joint
Statement on Syria

Advance text of remarks by National Security
Adviser Susan E. Rice at the New America
Foundation

Released September 10

Statement by the Press Secretary on additional
countries in support of the September 6 Joint
Statement on Syria

Released September 11

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released September 12

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released September 15

Text: White House Report—The Financial
Crisis: Five Years Later

Released September 16

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Text: Statement by National Security Adviser
Susan E. Rice on the United Nations report on
chemical weapons use in Syria

Text: Statement by National Security Council
Spokesperson Caitlin Hayden on the Presiden-
tial Determination with respect to Syria

tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary on th
ponement of the state visit of President 
Rousseff of Brazil

Released September 18

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary anno
that the President signed S. 130, S. 157, 
S. 304, and S. 459

Released September 19

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released September 20

Transcript of a press gaggle by Principal 
ty Press Secretary Joshua R. Earnest

Transcript of a teleconference press b
by Deputy National Security Adviser fo
tegic Communications Benjamin J. Rho
the President’s visit to the United N
General Assembly

Fact sheet: U.S.-Mexico High Level Eco
Dialogue (released by the Office of th
President)

Released September 21

Text: Statement by National Security C
Spokesperson Caitlin Hayden on the te
attack at Westgate Shopping Mall in N
Kenya

Released September 23

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec
James F. “Jay” Carney and Deputy N
Security Adviser for Strategic Communic
Benjamin J. Rhodes

Fact sheet: U.S. Support for Civil Societ

Fact sheet: The Equal Futures Partners
Expand Women’s Political and Econom
ticipation
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Released September 24

Transcript of a press briefing by senior admin-

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 1412, H.R.
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istration officials

Transcript of a press gaggle by a senior admin-
istration official on Iran

Fact sheet: U.S. Humanitarian Assistance in
Response to the Syrian Crisis

Fact sheet: U.S. Security Assistance to Lebanon

Fact sheet: Additional Humanitarian Assis-
tance for Lebanese Host Communities and
Refugees From Syria

Advance text of the President’s Remarks to the
United Nations General Assembly

Released September 25

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Text: White House Blog Post: Delivering on
the Affordable Care Act: Marketplace Premi-
ums Lower Than Expected

Released September 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Launches Advanced Manufacturing
Partnership Steering Committee “2.0”

Released September 27

Transcript of a background conference call by
a senior administration official on Iran

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Unit-
ed Kingdom’s announcement that it will host
the 2014 NATO Summit

Fact sheet: The United States and India—Stra-
tegic and Global Partners

Released September 28

Statement by the Press Secretary on the con-
tinuing budget resolution passed by the House
of Representatives

Released September 30

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

3092, and H.R. 3210

Released October 1

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released October 2

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary anno
that the President signed H.R. 527 and S

Released October 3

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary on th
cellation of the President’s travel to Asia

Released October 4

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary anno
that the President signed H.R. 3233 
1348

Released October 7

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released October 8

Statement by the Press Secretary on im
tion reform legislation

Text: Trans-Pacific Partnership Leaders
ment

Released October 9

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released October 10

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary anno
that the President signed H.J. Res. 91
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Released October 11

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-

Text: Statement by Council of Economic Ad-
visers Chairman Jason L. Furman on the em-
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tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary on the
awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to the Or-
ganisation for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons

Fact sheet: Global Entrepreneurship Summit

Released October 12

Statement by the Press Secretary on the need
for congressional action to end the Federal
Government shutdown and raise the public
debt limit

Released October 15

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 3095

Released October 16

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Text: Statement by Office of Management and
Budget Director Sylvia Mathews Burwell on
congressional passage of legislation to end the
Federal Government shutdown

Released October 17

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 2775

Fact sheet: U.S.-Italy Cooperation

Released October 21

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released October 22

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
James F. “Jay” Carney and Council of Econom-
ic Advisers Chairman Jason L. Furman

ployment situation in September

Released October 23

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Fact sheet: The United States and Paki
Strong and Enduring Cooperation

Released October 24

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released October 25

Transcript of a press gaggle by Principal 
ty Press Secretary Joshua R. Earnest

Released October 28

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released October 29

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by Press Secretary on the de
former Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazowi
Poland

Released October 30

Transcript of a press gaggle by Principal 
ty Press Secretary Joshua R. Earnest

Released October 31

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary: Pre
Obama To Announce First-Ever Fede
fort To Attract Job-Creating Foreign 
ment to the United States: Expanding an
hancing SelectUSA

Statement by the Press Secretary: New R
Foreign Direct Investment in the U
States: Report Prepared by the Departm
Commerce and the President’s Coun
Economic Advisers
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of the Office of Personnel Management

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 3190

Text: Foreign Direct Investment in the United
States

Fact sheet: Marking Progress on the Second An-
niversary of the Open Government Partnership

Released November 1

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Fact sheet: U.S.-Iraq Cooperation

Fact sheet: Executive Order on Climate Pre-
paredness: President Obama Establishes a
Task Force on Climate

Released November 4

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary on Senate ac-
tion on the Employment Non-Discrimination
Act of 2013

Released November 5

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released November 6

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
James F. “Jay” Carney

Released November 7

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Text: Statement by Council of Economic Advis-
ers Chairman Jason L. Furman on the advance
estimate of GDP for the third quarter of 2013

Released November 8

Transcript of a press gaggle by Principal Depu-
ty Press Secretary Joshua R. Earnest

Fact sheet: Modernizing and Investing in
America’s Ports and Infrastructure

ployment situation in October

Released November 12

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released November 13

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary anno
that the President signed H.R. 2094

Statement by the Press Secretary anno
that the President signed H.R. 3302

Text: Statement by Assistant to the Pre
for Homeland Security and Counterter
Lisa O. Monaco on the designation of
Haram and Ansaru as foreign terrorist o
zations

Released November 14

Fact sheet: New Administration Propo
Help Consumers Facing Cancellations

Released November 15

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released November 18

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary on the
of former President Glafcos Ioannou C
of Cyprus

Text: Readout of Assistant to the Presid
Homeland Security and Counterterroris
O. Monaco’s call with President Abd 
Mansur Hadi of Yemen

Released November 19

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Fact sheet: U.S. Response to Typhoon H

Fact sheet: Youth CareerConnect G
Building America’s Next Generation Wor
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Advance text of remarks by Assistant to the
President for Homeland Security and Coun-

Released November 23

Fact sheet: First Step Understandings Regard-
r Pro-

n Iran
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terterrorism Lisa O. Monaco at the New York
University School of Law in New York City

Released November 20

Statement by the Press Secretary on the elec-
tions in Nepal

Text: White House Blog Post by Council of
Economic Advisers Chairman Jason L. Fur-
man: New Report From the Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers: The Recent Slowdown in
Health Care Cost Growth and the Role of the
Affordable Care Act

Text: Statement by National Security Council
Spokesperson Caitlin Hayden on the United
Kingdom’s announcement of public financing
for alternate energy projects

Advance text of remarks by National Security
Adviser Susan E. Rice at Georgetown University

Released November 21

Transcript of a press briefing by Principal
Deputy Press Secretary Joshua R. Earnest

Statement by the Press Secretary on Holodo-
mor Remembrance Day

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 247, S. 330, and
S. 893

Text: White House Blog Post: Improving In-
formation—New Letters Make Health Insur-
ance Choices Clear

Released November 22

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Fact sheet: U.S.-Morocco Strong and Endur-
ing Commitment

Text: Joint Statement on the Inaugural Meet-
ing of the U.S.-Russia Bilateral Presidential
Commission Working Group on Threats to and
in the Use of Information and Communication
Technologies (ICTs) in the Context of Interna-
tional Security

ing the Islamic Republic of Iran’s Nuclea
gram

Advance text of the President’s remarks o

Released November 24

Transcript of a press gaggle by Principal 
ty Press Secretary Joshua R. Earnest

Transcript of a background briefing by 
administration officials on the first step 
ment on Iran’s nuclear program

Released November 25

Transcript of a press gaggle by Principal 
ty Press Secretary Joshua R. Earnest

Text: Readout of National Security Advis
san E. Rice’s telephone conversation
President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan

Released November 26

Transcript of a press gaggle by Principal 
ty Press Secretary Joshua R. Earnest

Statement by the Press Secretary: New R
Supporting Families, Strengthening Co
nities—The Economic Importance of 
tion Assistance

Statement by the Press Secretary on th
disappearance of retired FBI agent R
Levinson in Iran

Statement by the Press Secretary on the
ing Supreme Court case Sebelius v. 
Lobby Stores, Inc.

Text: Supporting Families, Strengt
Communities: The Economic Importa
Nutrition Assistance

Released November 27

Statement by the Press Secretary anno
that the President signed H.R. 1848
3204, and S. 252

Released November 29

Statement by the Press Secretary on the
dential Determination Pursuant to S
230-207_Text_.pdf   685 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Appendix C / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

1245(d)(4)(B) and (C) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012

nomic Benefits of Extending Unemployment
Insurance

dviser
 Presi-

n Fed-

Invest-

Secre-

ic Ad-
e em-

retary
ational
ations

uncing

retary
ational
ations

ouncil
mple-
Mega-

 at the
elson

sburg,

incipal
st

Secre-
1458

Text: Statement by National Security Council
Spokesperson Caitlin Hayden on the United
Arab Emirate’s selection as host of the 2020
World Expo

Released December 2

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed S. 1545

Fact sheet: Shared Responsibility To Strength-
en Results for an AIDS-Free Generation

Released December 3

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Fact sheet: The United States and Colombia—
Strategic Partners

Fact sheet: The President’s Young Southeast
Asian Leaders Initiative

Advance text of remarks by National Security
Adviser Susan E. Rice at the Global Fund To
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria Con-
gressional Breakfast

Released December 4

Fact sheet: Obama Administration Leadership
on International Human Rights

Advance text of remarks by National Security
Adviser Susan E. Rice at the Human Rights
First Annual Summit

Released December 5

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary: New Report:
The Economic Benefits of Extending Unem-
ployment Insurance

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Cen-
tral African Republic

Text: Report by the Council of Economic Ad-
visers and the Department of Labor: The Eco-

Text: Statement by National Security A
Susan E. Rice on the death of former
dent Nelson R. Mandela of South Africa

Fact sheet: Presidential Memorandum o
eral Leadership on Energy Management

Fact sheet: Attracting Manufacturing 
ment in American Communities

Released December 6

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Text: Statement by Council of Econom
visers Chairman Jason L. Furman on th
ployment situation in November

Released December 9

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec
James F. “Jay” Carney and Deputy N
Security Adviser for Strategic Communic
Benjamin J. Rhodes

Statement by the Press Secretary anno
that the President signed H.R. 3626

Released December 10

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec
James F. “Jay” Carney and Deputy N
Security Adviser for Strategic Communic
Benjamin J. Rhodes

Text: Statement by National Security C
Spokesperson Caitlin Hayden on the co
tion of the U.S.-Russia “Megatons to 
watts” program

Advance text of the President’s remarks
memorial service for former President N
R. Mandela of South Africa in Johanne
South Africa

Released December 11

Transcript of a press briefing by Pr
Deputy Press Secretary Joshua R. Earne

Released December 12

Transcript of a press briefing by Press 
tary James F. “Jay” Carney
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Statement by the Press Secretary on House of
Representatives passage of the Bipartisan Bud-
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Statement by the Press Secretary on Iowa’s ex-
pansion of Medicaid under the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act

Text: Statement by National Security Council
Spokesperson Caitlin Hayden on peace efforts
in the Great Lakes region of Central Africa

Text: White House Blog Post: Answering the
Call on Cell Phone Unlocking

Released December 13

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released December 16

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released December 17

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Released December 18

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary: President’s
Meeting With the Review Group on Intelli-
gence and Communications Technologies

Text: Liberty and Security in a Changing
World: Report and Recommendations of the
President’s Review Group on Intelligence and
Communications Technologies

Released December 19

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary James F. “Jay” Carney

Statement by the Press Secretary: White
House Releases New National and State Re-
ports Showing the Costs of Repealing the
Health Care Law

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Grants Commutations and Pardons

Year 2014

Text: This Is The Affordable Care Act (N
al Report)

Text: This Is The Affordable Care Act
Reports)

Text: Statement by National Security C
Spokesperson Caitlin Hayden on the U.S
ico Transboundary Hydrocarbon Agreem

Text: White House Blog Post by Cou
Economic Advisers Chairman Jason L
man: The Economy in 2013

Fact sheet: U.S. Assistance to the Centra
can Republic

Released December 20

Statement by the Press Secretary: Pre
Obama Honors Outstanding Math and S
Teachers

Statement by the Press Secretary anno
that the President signed H.R. 185, H.R
H.R. 2251, H.R. 2871, H.R. 2922, H.R
H.R. 3588, and S. 1471

Released December 23

Statement by the Press Secretary: Pre
Obama Honors Outstanding Early-Care
entists

Statement by the Press Secretary on the
ing air assaults by the Syrian Governmen

Released December 26

Statement by the Press Secretary anno
that the President signed H.R. 3304

Statement by the Press Secretary anno
that the President signed H.J. Res. 59
623, H.R. 767, H.R. 2319, H.R. 334
H.R. 3487

Released December 27

Text: Statement by National Security C
Spokesperson Caitlin Hayden on the U.
sia Bilateral Presidential Commission Jo
port
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for congressional action to extend emergency
unemployment benefits

Released December 29

Text: Statement by National Security Council
Spokesperson Caitlin Hayden on the all-party
talks in Northern Ireland

Released December 30

Text: Statement by National Security Council
Spokesperson Caitlin Hayden on the terrorist
attacks in Volgograd, Russia

Maritime Domain Awareness Plan 

Text: National Maritime Domain Awa
Plan for the National Strategy for Maritim
curity

Released December 31

Text: Statement by National Security C
Spokesperson Caitlin Hayden on the al
talks in Northern Ireland

Text: Statement by National Security C
Spokesperson Caitlin Hayden on the sit
in South Sudan
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egister
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78 F.R. 
Page 

44869
46243
46245
46247
49357
53233

53235

54735
54737
54739
54741
54743
54745
54747
54749
56123
56125

56809
57461
57463
57465

57779

57781
58865

59155
This appendix lists Presidential documents released by the Office of the Press Secretary an
lished in the Federal Register. The texts of the documents are printed in the Federal R
(F.R.) at the citations listed below. The documents are also printed in title 3 of the Code of 
al Regulations and in the Compilation of Presidential Documents.

PROCLAMATIONS

Proc. 
No.

Date 
2013 Subject

8998 July 19 Captive Nations Week, 2013 ..............................................
8999 July 25 Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 2013
9000 July 25 National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day, 2013 .......
9001 July 25 World Hepatitis Day, 2013 ................................................
9002 Aug. 9 National Health Center Week, 2013 .................................
9003 Aug. 23 Women’s Equality Day, 2013 ............................................
9004 Aug. 23 50th Anniversary of the March on Washington for Jobs

and Freedom ...................................................................
9005 Aug. 30 National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month,

2013..................................................................................
9006 Aug. 30 National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, 2013 ......
9007 Aug. 30 National Childhood Obesity Awareness Month, 2013 ......
9008 Aug. 30 National Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, 2013 ...........
9009 Aug. 30 National Preparedness Month, 2013 .................................
9010 Aug. 30 National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, 2013 ..........
9011 Aug. 30 National Wilderness Month, 2013 .....................................
9012 Aug. 30 Labor Day, 2013 .................................................................
9013 Sept. 6 National Grandparents Day, 2013 .....................................
9014 Sept. 6 National Days of Prayer and Remembrance, 2013 ...........
9015 Sept. 10 Patriot Day and National Day of Service and Remem-

brance, 2013 ....................................................................
9016 Sept. 13 National Hispanic Heritage Month, 2013 .........................
9017 Sept. 13 National Farm Safety and Health Week, 2013 .................
9018 Sept. 13 National Hispanic-Serving Institutions Week, 2013 .........
9019 Sept. 16 Constitution Day and Citzenship Day, Constitution

Week, 2013 ......................................................................
9020 Sept. 16 Honoring the Victims of the Tragedy at the Washington

Navy Yard .......................................................................
9021 Sept. 19 National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 2013 .....................
9022 Sept. 20 National Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve

Week, 2013 ......................................................................
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59157
60177
60179
61151
61803
61805
61807

61809
61811
61813
61815
62305
62307
62309
62311
62313
62315
62335
62337
62339
62955
62957
64387

65513

66605
66607
66609
66611
66613
66615
66617
66619
67287
68325
69533
69751
70189

PROCLAMATIONS (Continued)

78 F.R. 
Page 
1462

9023 Sept. 20 National Historically Black Colleges and Universities
Week, 2013 ......................................................................

9024 Sept. 26 National Public Lands Day, 2013 ......................................
9025 Sept. 26 Gold Star Mother’s and Family’s Day, 2013 .....................
9026 Sept. 27 National Hunting and Fishing Day, 2013 .........................
9027 Sept. 30 National Arts and Humanities Month, 2013 .....................
9028 Sept. 30 National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 2013 .............
9029 Sept. 30 National Cybersecurity Awareness Month, 2013 ..............
9030 Sept. 30 National Disability Employment Awareness Month,

2013 .................................................................................
9031 Sept. 30 National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, 2013 .....
9032 Sept. 30 National Energy Action Month, 2013 ...............................
9033 Sept. 30 National Substance Abuse Prevention Month, 2013 ........
9034 Oct. 4 Fire Prevention Week, 2013 ..............................................
9035 Oct. 4 German-American Day, 2013 ............................................
9036 Oct. 4 Child Health Day, 2013 .....................................................
9037 Oct. 8 Leif Erikson Day, 2013 ......................................................
9038 Oct. 10 General Pulaski Memorial Day, 2013 ...............................
9039 Oct. 10 International Day of the Girl, 2013 ...................................
9040 Oct. 11 National School Lunch Week, 2013 ..................................
9041 Oct. 11 Columbus Day, 2013 ..........................................................
9042 Oct. 11 Blind Americans Equality Day, 2013 ................................
9043 Oct. 18 National Character Counts Week, 2013 ............................
9044 Oct. 18 National Forest Products Week, 2013 ...............................
9045 Oct. 23 United Nations Day, 2013 .................................................
9046 Oct. 28 Death of Thomas S. Foley Former Speaker of the House

of Representatives ...........................................................
9047 Oct. 31 Critical Infrastructure Security and Resilience Month,

2013 .................................................................................
9048 Oct. 31 Military Family Month, 2013 .............................................
9049 Oct. 31 National Adoption Month, 2013 ........................................
9050 Oct. 31 National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month, 2013 ...
9051 Oct. 31 National Diabetes Month, 2013 ........................................
9052 Oct. 31 National Entrepreneurship Month, 2013 ..........................
9053 Oct. 31 National Family Caregivers Month, 2013 .........................
9054 Oct. 31 National Native American Heritage Month, 2013 ............
9055 Nov. 5 Veterans Day, 2013 ............................................................
9056 Nov. 8 World Freedom Day, 2013 ................................................
9057 Nov. 14 America Recycles Day, 2013 ..............................................
9058 Nov. 15 American Education Week, 2013 ......................................
9059 Nov. 19 National Child’s Day, 2013 ................................................

Proc. 
No.

Date 
2013 Subject
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70841
71433
72529
72531
73077
73375
73685
75205
75207
76029
76719

76971
80417

79 F.R. 
Page 

749

751
753

8 F.R. 
Page 

40621

43057
48029

48793
61817

PROCLAMATIONS (Continued)

78 F.R. 
Page 
9060 Nov. 21 Day of Remembrance for President John F. Kennedy.....
9061 Nov. 22 National Family Week, 2013 .............................................
9062 Nov. 26 Minority Enterprise Development Week, 2013 ...............
9063 Nov. 26 Thanksgiving Day, 2013 .....................................................
9064 Nov. 27 World AIDS Day, 2013 ......................................................
9065 Nov. 29 National Impaired Driving Prevention Month, 2013 .......
9066 Dec. 2 International Day of Persons With Disabilities, 2013 ......
9067 Dec. 5 Death of Nelson Mandela ..................................................
9068 Dec. 5 National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, 2013 .............
9069 Dec. 9 Human Rights Day and Human Rights Week, 2013 ........
9070 Dec. 13 Bill of Rights Day, 2013 .....................................................
9071 Dec. 16 To Take Certain Actions Under the African Growth and

Opportunity Act and for Other Purposes .......................
9072 Dec. 23 Wright Brothers Day, 2013 ................................................

9073 Dec. 31 National Mentoring Month, 2014 ......................................
9074 Dec. 31 National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention

Month, 2014 ....................................................................
9075 Dec. 31 National Stalking Awareness Month, 2014 .......................

EXECUTIVE ORDERS

E.O. 
No.

Date 
2013 Subject 7

13648 July 1 Combating Wildlife Trafficking ........................................
13649 July 15 Accelerating Improvements in HIV Prevention and Care

in the United States Through the HIV Care Continuum
Initiative ..........................................................................

13650 Aug. 1 Improving Chemical Facility Safety and Security ............
13651 Aug. 6 Prohibiting Certain Imports of Burmese Jadeite and

Rubies .............................................................................
13652 Sept. 30 Continuance of Certain Federal Advisory Committees

Proc. 
No.

Date 
2013 Subject

...
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66819

70843
80451

8 F.R. 
Page

43747

43751

44417

48025

46489

48027

72789

49107
1647,

73377

49653

56581

57225

EXECUTIVE ORDERS (Continued)

8 F.R. 
Page 
1464

13653 Nov. 1 Preparing the United States for the Impacts of Climate
Change ...........................................................................

13654 Nov. 21 Establishing an Emergency Board To Investigate Dis-
putes Between the Long Island Rail Road Company
and Certain of Its Employees Represented by Certain
Labor Organizations .......................................................

13655 Dec. 23 Adjustments of Certain Rates of Pay.................................

OTHER PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS

Doc.  
No.

Date 
2013 Subject 7

July 15 Memorandum: Expanding National Service Through
Partnerships to Advance Government Priorities ...........

July 17 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Former Liberian Regime of Charles
Taylor .......................................................... ....................

July 19 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Transnational Criminal Organizations..........

2013–11 July 26 Presidential Determination: Waiver of Restriction on
Providing Funds to the Palestinian Authority.................

July 29 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Lebanon.................................... ....................

July 29 Memorandum: Delegation of Authority Pursuant to Sec-
tions 110(d)(4) and 110(f) of the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act of 2000, as Amended...............................

Aug. 2 Memorandum: Delegation of Authority Pursuant to Sec-
tion 404(c) of the Child Soldiers Prevention Act of
2008, as Amended............................................................

Aug. 8 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Export Control Regulations..........................

2013–12 Aug. 9 Presidential Determination: Continuation of U.S. Drug
Interdiction Assistance to the Government of Colombia....

5

Aug. 12 Memorandum: Reviewing Our Global Signals Intelli-
gence Collection and Communications Technologies....

Sept. 10 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Certain Terrorist Attacks...............................

2013–13 Sept. 12 Presidential Determination: Continuation of the Exer-
cise of Certain Authorities Under the Trading With the
Enemy Act .......................................................................

E.O. 
No.

Date 
2013 Subject 7

.

.
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58855

58859

58861

58151

59159

59161

62413

63367

62415

62953

62341

64151

71985

OTHER PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS (Continued)

8 F.R. 
Page
2013–14 Sept. 13 Presidential Determination: Presidential Determination
on Major Drug Transit or Major Illicit Drug Producing
Countries for Fiscal Year 2014........................................

2013–15 Sept. 16 Presidential Determination: Provision of Defense Arti-
cles and Services to Vetted Members of the Syrian
Opposition for Use in Syria To Prevent the Use or Pro-
liferation of Chemical Weapons and Related Materials,
Organizations Implementing U.S. Department of State
or U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID) Programs Inside or Related to Syria, and
International Organizations for Their Use Inside or
Related to Syria................................................................

2013–16 Sept. 17 Presidential Determination: Presidential Determination
With Regard to Foreign Governments’ Efforts Regard-
ing Trafficking in Persons................................................

Sept. 18 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Persons Who Commit, Threaten To Com-
mit, or Support Terrorism................................................

Sept. 20 Memorandum: Designation of Officers of the Office of
the Director of National Intelligence To Act as Direc-
tor of National Intelligence..............................................

Sept. 20 Memorandum: Designation of Officers of the General
Services Administration To Act as Administrator of
General Services...............................................................

Sept. 27 Memorandum: Delegation of Authority Under Sections
552(c)(2) and 614 of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961, as Amended............................................................

2013–17 Sept. 30 Presidential Determination: Determination With Respect
to the Child Soldiers Prevention Act of 2008...................

2014–1 Oct. 2 Presidential Determination: Refugee Admissions for Fis-
cal Year 2014....................................................................

2014–2 Oct. 10 Presidential Determination: Provision of U.S. Drug
Interdiction Assistance to the Government of Brazil.....

Oct. 16 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered
in Colombia......................................................................

Oct. 23 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Situation in or in Relation to the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo ...........................................

Oct. 28 Memorandum: Delegation of Functions Under Sections
1261(b) and 1262(a) of Public Law 112–239..................

Date 
2013 Subject 7Doc.

No.
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65867

67289

68323

76717

75203

75209

78161

78163

80449

9 F.R. 
Page 

527

OTHER PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS (Continued)

8 F.R. 
Page
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Oct. 30 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Sudan..............................................................

Nov. 7 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass
Destruction......................................................................

Nov. 12 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Iran.................................................................

2014–3 Nov. 29 Presidential Determination: Presidential Determination
Pursuant to Section 1245(d)(4)(B) and (C) of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2012..................................................................................

2014–4 Dec. 3 Presidential Determination: Suspension of Limitations
Under the Jerusalem Embassy Act..................................

Dec. 5 Memorandum: Federal Leadership on Energy Manage-
ment .................................................................................

Dec. 10 Memorandum: Delegation of Authority Under Section
(a)(1) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as
Amended .........................................................................

2014–5 Dec. 16 Presidential Determination: Eligibility of the Gulf Coop-
eration Council to Receive Defense Articles and
Defense Services Under the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961 and the Arms Export Control Act...........................

2014–6 Dec. 20 Presidential Determination: Proposed Agreement for
Cooperation Between the American Institute in Tai-
wan and the Taipei Economic and Cultural Represen-
tative Office in the United States Concerning Peaceful
Uses of Nuclear Energy...................................................

7

Dec. 27 Memorandum: Provision of Aviation Insurance Cover-
age for Commercial Air Carrier Service in Domestic
and International Operations ..........................................

Date 
2013

7Doc.
No. Subject
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Space program

Afghanistan
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African Development Bank—796
African Development Foundation—1427
Agriculture
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Farm subsidies—838, 1155, 1162
Food markets and prices—1271
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(SNAP)—838, 1155, 1162, 1176, 1336
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Alabama, bombing of 16th Street Baptist Ch
Birmingham, 50th anniversary—1030

Albania, U.S. Ambassador—1402
Al Qaida. See Terrorism
American Indians and Alaska Natives

Domestic violence—1248
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Job creation and growth—1248
Karuk Tribe, disaster assistance—1409
Land trust and property rights, strengthen

forts—1248
Tribal nations, relations with Federal G

ment—1247–1248
White House Tribal Nations Conference—

1417, 1424–1425
Angola, U.S. Ambassador—1413
Appropriations. See Budget, Federal
Argentina, U.S. Ambassador—1403
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Arkansas
Disaster assistance—1410
Governor—1084
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GI bill—929, 1240, 1242
Joining Forces initiative—928, 932
Military families—907–908, 910, 928, 930, 1241,
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Servicemembers
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1019, 1022, 1240, 1242, 1368
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Native American servicemembers—1249
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efforts—910, 930, 972
POW/MIA remains, recovery efforts—853, 857, 868
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1319–1320, 1343, 1346, 1373, 1379, 1393, 1429

Sexual assault—910, 1390
Traumatic brain injuries, treatment efforts—910,

930
Women servicemembers—929

Arms and munitions
See also specific country
Chemical and biological weapons—978–979, 981–982,

985–989, 991, 993–995, 1001, 1003, 1006, 1008–
1016, 1018–1023, 1025–1026, 1028–1029, 1031,
1067–1069, 1074, 1076, 1099–1100, 1105, 1107,
1111, 1157, 1298, 1356, 1378, 1408–1414, 1425

Nuclear weapons and material
Nonproliferation efforts—1000, 1003, 1069, 1104,

1112, 1173, 1294–1295
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) with
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Film industry representatives, meeting with Presi-
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“Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom,” White House

screening—1424
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855, 1419
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Conservation of—1430
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Prime Minister—1397, 1409, 1413
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Relations with U.S.—1018, 1397, 1413

Awards. See Decorations, medals, and award
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Banks. See Business and industry; Devel

banks and funds
Belize, U.S. Ambassador—1398
Bosnia and Herzegovina, U.S. Ambassador—
Brazil

President—1017, 1414
Relations with U.S.—1017, 1414

Broadcasting Board of Governors—1403
Brookings Institution—1348
Brunei

Bandar Seri Begawan
Association of Southeast Asian Nation

mit—1418
East Asia Summit—1419

President Obama’s visit—1414, 1418
Sultan—1418

Budget, Federal
See also specific Federal agency or organiza
Appropriations

Continuation—1097, 1106, 1108–1109,
1115, 1117, 1119, 1129, 1131, 1133, 113
1139–1140, 1142, 1148, 1152–1155, 116

Defense, Department of—983
Congressional spending restraint—1162
Deficit and national debt—839, 845, 847–8

859–860, 866, 876–877, 895, 909–91
1009, 1025, 1033, 1035, 1037–1039, 1048
1052, 1079, 1087, 1090–1091, 1107–1108
1119, 1123, 1129, 1132–1133, 1136, 1141
1153, 1155, 1162, 1177, 1182, 1194, 1198
1207, 1219, 1225, 1232, 1263, 1272, 1275
1300, 1306, 1316, 1334, 1366, 1375, 1391

Entitlement spending, reform—1035, 1038
1133, 1155, 1276
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Home loan industry—1407
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Cabinet
See also specific Federal department or executive

branch agency
Meetings with President—1025, 1113, 1116
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Camp Pendleton—907
Democratic Party events—1303, 1308, 1311, 1313, 1429
Disaster assistance—1408, 1431

Governor—1300, 1408
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Hilton Woodland Hills hotel—1406
KMEX—1420
Shooting at Los Angeles Internation

port—1203, 1423
President’s visits—890, 900, 907, 1298, 130

1311, 1314, 1405–1406, 1429
San Francisco

Asiana Airlines Flight 214 crash landing—
Betty Ann Ong Chinese Recreation Center

Wildfires, damage and recovery efforts—14
Camaroon, U.S. Ambassador—1403
Canada

Prime Minister—1409, 1411
Relations with U.S.—1018
U.S. Ambassador—1415

Cancer Panel, President’s—1432
CBS, “Evening News” program—1412
Center for American Progress—1330
Central America. See specific country
Central Intelligence Agency—1424
Child Abuse and Neglect Fatalities, Commis

Eliminate—1411
Children and youth

See also Education
Childhood obesity, prevention efforts—871
Youth violence, reduction efforts—1409

Chile
Elections—1432
President-elect—1432
Relations with U.S.—1432

China
President—1007
Relations with U.S.—1007, 1013, 1140
State Councilor—1399
Strategic and Economic Dialogue, U.S.-China

1399
U.S. Ambassador-designate—1388, 1433
Vice Premier—1399

Civil Aviation Organization, Council of the I
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Civil rights
Civil rights movement—960, 974–975, 1030

1409
Disabled persons, assistance and accomm

efforts—1242
Firearm rights—1058
Freedom of religion—864, 1220
Freedom of speech—917, 1315
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Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC)

insurgent group—1325
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1404, 1407, 1432
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Broadband and wireless technologies—827
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1232, 1271
News media, Presidential interviews—1400

1408–1409, 1412–1413, 1419–1420, 1422
1428, 1430

Communications Commission, Federal—827
Congo, Democratic Republic of the

Political unrest and violence—788, 792–79
President—792
U.S. national emergency, continuation—11
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Bipartisanship—815, 817, 821, 838, 844, 84

860, 862, 876, 880, 896, 926, 936, 988
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1316, 1318, 1338, 1364, 1366, 1368, 1378

Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus
Congressional Black Caucus—1053, 1398, 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus—1399
House of Representatives

House Democratic Caucus—1403, 1419–
House Republican Conference—1420
Minority leader—820, 829, 832–833, 87

1131, 1183–1184, 1196–1197, 1296–1297
1312, 1409, 1417–1418, 1420

Speaker—924, 986, 1038, 1049–1050, 111
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1379, 1417–1419
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Gray, former Rep. William H., III—802
Jemison, Theodore J.—1318
Mandela, Nelson R., former President of South Af-

rica—1341, 1344, 1362, 1430
Skelton, former Rep. Isaac N. “Ike”—1187
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Strengthening efforts—982, 1003, 1422

Electronic surveillance program—794–79
916–917, 919–922, 992–993, 1017, 1380
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Taylor Gourmet restaurant—1419
Town Hall Education Arts Recreation

pus—1330, 1338
Washington Navy Yard shooting—1030

1056–1057, 1414–1416
WRC—1419

Drug abuse and trafficking
See also specific country or region
Foreign narcotics traffickers—1151–1152

Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial Commission

Economic Co-operation and Development, 
sation for—982, 1325, 1413

Economy, international. See Commerce, intern
Economy, national

See also Budget, Federal; Employment and
ployment; specific State

Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Co
Protection Act—1407

Economic concerns—817, 830–833, 836–83
859, 866, 873, 921, 927, 939, 946, 965, 97
1030–1032, 1046, 1048, 1051, 1089, 1117
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efforts—926, 1177, 1300
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Solar and wind energy—1263

Energy, Department of
Advanced Research Projects Agency—Energy—1424
Assistant Secretaries

Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs—1412
Fossil Energy—1412
International Affairs—1422

Chief Financial Officer—1422
General Counsel—1404
Nuclear Security Administration, National—1404, 1424
Science, Office of—1426
Secretary—799, 1262
Under Secretaries

Energy—1400
Nuclear Security—1404

England. See United Kingdom
Environment

See also Energy
Carbon emissions—1269, 1329
Climate change—824, 833, 961, 991, 999, 1004,

1009, 1089, 1104, 1190, 1196, 1235, 1249, 1329
Conservation

Promotion efforts—1329
Wildlife preservation, strengthening efforts—788

Mercury and lead levels, reduction efforts—1235
Oceans, coasts, and lakes, protection and restora-

tion efforts—1329
Quality and improvement efforts—824, 1263
United Nations Climate Change Conference—1104

Environmental Cooperation, Commission for, Joint
Public Advisory Committee—1432

Environmental Protection Agency—824, 1287, 1412,
1424, 1432

Environmental Quality, Council on—1329
Estonia

President—978, 982, 1402
Relations with U.S.—979, 982–983

Europe
See also specific country
Baltic States

Energy security—982
Relations with U.S.—983

U.S. Representative—1413
Financial markets

Stabilization efforts—1009
Unrest—1157

Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnershi
982, 991, 1000, 1003, 1009, 1037, 1044, 1157

Western Balkans, NATO presence and peac
ing efforts—913

Export Council, President’s—1415, 1430
Export-Import Bank, U.S.—796, 1398

FBI. See Justice, Department of
FDIC. See Deposit Insurance Corporation, F
Federal. See other part of subject
FEMA. See Homeland Security, Departmen
Financial Services Forum—1418
Finland

President—1410
Relations with U.S.—1003

Florida
Democratic Party events—1235, 1238, 142
Disaster assistance—1405
Jacksonville

Dames Point Marine Terminal—1401
JAXPORT—858

President’s visits—858, 1235, 1238, 1401, 140
1424–1425

State of Florida v. George Zimmerman verdic
824

U.S. Representative, death—1162
WFLA in Tampa—1419

Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court—91
1381

Foreign policy, U.S.
See also specific country or region
Civil and human rights, promotion efforts—8

909, 934, 987, 1015, 1019, 1060–1066, 107
Democratization—804, 808, 1069, 1071, 13
Diplomatic efforts, expansion—983
Diplomatic security, strengthening effort

909, 1371, 1377, 1392
Foreign Ambassadors to U.S., credentialin

mony—1400, 1414, 1430
Foreign diplomatic corps, White House

tion—1401
Open government and transparency, pro

efforts—1006, 1061, 1270, 1291
Peace efforts, expansion—978, 988, 1267
Poverty, efforts to combat—1105

“Fox News Sunday” program—1412
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France
Mali, role—1007
President—794, 1007, 1023, 1290, 1408–1410, 1412,

Hawaii
Kailua

Bob’s Pizzeria—1434

6

—1398
36

r—1412
8, 1408,

d tech-

24–925,
0–1094,
, 1218,

7–1328,

, 1092,

5, 936,
–1095,

—924,

7, 924,
, 1107,
, 1184–
–1222,
, 1271,
–1317,
, 1380,

 Presi-

, 830–
8, 885,
, 1034,
, 1079–
, 1110,
–1191,
, 1253–
, 1307,
, 1337–
, 1400

1252,
1421, 1426
Relations with U.S.—1007, 1018, 1023, 1290, 1421

Fusion network, joint venture with ABC—1422

Gabon, U.S. Ambassador—1413
Georgia, Republic of

Democracy efforts—1270
President—1270, 1426
Prime Minister—1270
Relations with U.S.—1270
Women’s rights—1270

Germany
Chancellor—794, 1397, 1409, 1416, 1421
Elections—1416
Relations with U.S.—1416, 1421

Global Development Council, President’s—1428
Government organization and employees

See also Budget, Federal; specific agency or orga-
nization

Accountability and transparency, strengthening ef-
forts—805–806

Civilian Federal employees, alternate pay plan—984
Federal Government contracting policies, re-

form—807, 1218
Federal infrastructure review and permitting,

modernization efforts—1233
Federal programs, improvement efforts—807,

1025, 1033, 1115
Funding lapse and partial furlough—1113, 1116–1117,

1119–1136, 1138–1139, 1141, 1143, 1147–1148,
1152–1156, 1176, 1185, 1196, 1200, 1206, 1209,
1212, 1225–1228, 1231, 1238, 1249, 1253, 1271,
1293, 1296, 1375, 1384, 1417–1420

Government data and public information
Electronic access—806
Public-private applications—806

Restructuring and reform—805, 807, 1407
Uniformed services, alternate pay plan—983–984
Veterans, Federal employment opportunities—932,

1240
Young leaders program participants, meeting with

President—1426
Great Britain. See United Kingdom
Greece

Economic growth and development—913
Financial markets, stabilization efforts—913
National debt—913
Prime Minister—912, 1399
Relations with U.S.—912–913
Security cooperation with U.S.—913

Guantanamo Bay, U.S. Naval Base. See Cuba

Island Snow Hawaii—1434
Kailua Beach Center—1434

Marriage equality legislation, passage—124
President’s visit—1432–1433
Stan Sheriff Center in Manoa—1433

Health and Human Services, Department of
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Head Start programs—956, 1122, 1127, 11
National Institutes of Health—1322–1323
Planning and Evaluation, Assistant Secretary fo
Secretary—973, 1045, 1096, 1120, 1322, 139

1418
Surgeon General—1426

Health and medical care
See also Diseases; HIV/AIDS; Science an

nology
Affordability and costs—847, 859, 895, 897, 9

1037, 1043, 1050, 1079, 1084, 1087, 109
1096, 1119, 1191–1193, 1213–1214, 1216
1234, 1263, 1265, 1272, 1297, 1316, 132
1339–1340

Contraception and family planning—897
1210, 1214, 1339

Cost control reforms—821–823, 843, 86
956, 1033, 1037, 1043, 1082, 1085, 1094
1198, 1215, 1253, 1274, 1276, 1377

Employer-based health insurance coverage
1085–1087, 1095

Exercise—898
Health insurance exchanges—807, 821, 89

931, 935, 1081–1084, 1089, 1091–1096
1110, 1115, 1117–1119, 1124, 1163–1167
1185, 1191–1193, 1213–1216, 1218, 1221
1226, 1233, 1239, 1251–1261, 1265, 1268
1274–1275, 1293, 1299, 1307, 1312, 1316
1327–1329, 1337, 1339–1340, 1374, 1378
1386, 1408, 1416, 1431, 1433

Health insurance executives, meeting with
dent—1268

Health insurance reforms—807, 820–823
831, 839, 843, 845, 848, 859–860, 863, 87
888, 897, 924–925, 935–936, 956, 1032
1038–1039, 1047, 1049–1050, 1053, 1055
1081, 1083–1087, 1090, 1092–1096, 1107
1117–1118, 1142, 1163–1164, 1185, 1190
1193, 1213–1215, 1218, 1221, 1233, 1249
1255, 1263, 1265, 1271, 1273–1274, 1293
1310, 1312, 1315, 1317, 1323, 1328–1329
1338, 1340–1341, 1374, 1383, 1386–1388

Health insurance, protection of coverage—
1255–1256, 1259–1260, 1386–1387

Information technology—806, 1095, 1398
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Health and medical care—Continued
Insurance coverage and access to providers—935,

1079, 1088, 1090–1091, 1093, 1118, 1163, 1165–

Holidays and special observances—Continued
Patriot Day and National Day of Service and Re-

membrance—1025

69

22

rorism

—1432
11

410
l—805,

cretary

 (Fred-

Fannie

1, 903,

5, 900,

l assis-

, 1365

5, 1317
ent ef-

nt of
9

87, 1407
09
A–10

1168, 1191–1193, 1214, 1216, 1218, 1220, 1222,
1226, 1234, 1252–1253, 1260, 1265, 1268, 1297,
1312, 1327–1328, 1337, 1339, 1374, 1378, 1383, 1386

Medicare and Medicaid—1038, 1081, 1087, 1092,
1094, 1099, 1164, 1195, 1214, 1222, 1226, 1234,
1239, 1252, 1265, 1317, 1327, 1334, 1341

Mental health programs and services—930, 1058
Nurses—954
Nutrition—898
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act—820, 924–

925, 930, 1025, 1043, 1087, 1091–1096, 1098–1099,
1109–1110, 1115–1117, 1119, 1124, 1133, 1163,
1167, 1184–1185, 1191–1195, 1213–1217, 1226,
1251, 1255, 1259, 1293, 1309, 1326–1329, 1339–
1340, 1374, 1408, 1416, 1418, 1424, 1426–1427

Preventive care and public health programs—897,
1092, 1094, 1214, 1327, 1339

Research and development—930, 1136, 1290, 1305
Seniors, prescription drug benefits—1080, 1092,

1194, 1328
Women’s health issues—1092, 1214, 1339
Young adults

Insurance coverage as dependents, age limit ex-
tension—897, 924, 1080, 1092, 1214, 1328, 1339

Low-cost insurance coverage—1339
Historic Preservation, Advisory Council on—1409
HIV/AIDS

See also specific country or region
Domestic prevention and treatment strategy—1290,

1322–1323
HIV-positive immigrants, elimination of ban on

entry—1323
International prevention and treatment efforts—1324
Minorities—1323
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief

(PEPFAR)—788, 791, 857, 1005, 1322–1323
Holidays and special observances

Christmas—1346, 1372, 1393, 1429
Diwali—1205
Eid al-Adha—1151
Eid al-Fitr—912
Hajj—1151
Halloween—1423
Hanukkah—1320, 1342–1343
Independence Day—803, 805
Korean War Veterans Armistice Day, National—1401–

1402
Kwanzaa—1395
Labor Day—984–985
March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, 50th

anniversary—959, 974, 976–977, 1319, 1409
Nelson Mandela International Day—819

Ramadan—808, 864–865, 1399
Ramazan Bayrami—1406
Rosh Hashanah—1001
Sikhism, anniversary of founder’s birth—12
Thanksgiving Day—1319–1321, 1428
Veterans Day—1239, 1241, 1425
World AIDS Day—1322

Holocaust Memorial Council, U.S.—1407, 14
Holy See (Vatican City), Pope—1332
Homeland Security, Department of

See also Defense and national security; Ter
Chief Information Officer—1421
Citizenship and Immigration Services, U.S.
Civil Rights and Civil Liberties Officer—14
Commissioner of Customs—1404
Domestic Nuclear Detection, Office of—1
Emergency Management Agency, Federa

1128–1130
General Counsel—1404
Inspector General—1428
National Protection Programs, Under Se

for—1404
Secretary—811, 1159, 1373

Housing
Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation

die Mac)—888–889, 902, 904–905, 927
Federal National Mortgage Association (

Mae)—888–889, 902, 904–905, 927
Homelessness—889
Housing market

Access—886–887, 889
Decline—886, 890, 900, 902–903
Improvement—886–887, 890, 895, 90

927, 1028, 1365, 1367
Strengthening efforts—885–886, 888, 89

902, 904–905, 927
Hurricane-displaced households, Federa

tance—1189
Mortgage market and lending practices

Abuses—886, 889
Community-based lenders—889
Federal Government, role—889
Improvement efforts—887, 889, 906, 927
Private sector, role—888–889, 927
Refinancing—842, 886–887, 901–902, 90

Rental housing, expansion and improvem
forts—888, 903, 906, 1365

Housing and Urban Development, Departme
Housing Administration, Federal—886, 88
Secretary—884, 887, 903, 1406

Housing Finance Agency, Federal—889, 927, 12
Humanities, National Endowment for the—8
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Hungary, U.S. Ambassador—1424
Hurricanes. See Disaster assistance; Natural disas-

ters; specific Federal agency or State

Intelligence. See Defense and national security; spe-
cific Federal agency

Intelligence, Office of the Director of National—1383

–1070,

 1256–
, 1345,

 1070,
, 1294–
, 1354–

, 1021,
, 1256–
2–1313,
8–1389,

, 1294,

47

thening

thening

4

Iceland
Prime Minister—1410
Relations with U.S.—1003
Trade with U.S.—1003
U.S. Ambassador—1422

Idaho, Governor—1084
Illinois

Disaster assistance—1429
Governor—836, 840
Knox College in Galesburg—836
Lieutenant Governor—836
Marriage equality legislation, passage—1220
President’s visit—1401

Immigration and naturalization
See also Defense and national security; specific

country or region
American “melting pot”—1299, 1302
Citizenship—812, 896, 1177, 1300
Fast for Families demonstration for reform—1429
HIV-positive immigrants, elimination of ban on

entry—1323
Illegal immigration—812, 896, 1277, 1300
Reform—811–813, 816, 831, 838, 842, 848, 860,

874, 887, 896, 904, 926, 1025, 1037–1038, 1155,
1161–1162, 1176–1178, 1200, 1219–1220, 1224,
1228, 1237, 1239, 1261, 1264, 1272, 1277, 1297,
1299–1303, 1305, 1310, 1317, 1368, 1373, 1378–
1379, 1384, 1399, 1423–1424, 1426, 1429

Visa policy, U.S.—1044, 1300
India

Economic growth and development—1101
Nuclear energy, cooperation with U.S.—1100, 1103
Poverty, reduction efforts—1101, 1169
Prime Minister—1099, 1102, 1169
Relations with Pakistan—1101, 1169, 1174
Relations with U.S.—1100–1102, 1105
Research and technology, cooperation with U.S.—1103
Security cooperation with U.S.—1102–1103, 1105–

1106
Terrorist attacks in Kashmir—1100, 1104
Trade with U.S.—1101, 1103

Indonesia
Bali

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Summit—1418
Trans-Pacific Partnership leaders summit—1419

President—1418
President Obama’s visit—1414, 1418
U.S. Ambassador—1403

Infrastructure Advisory Council, National—1432
Insurance Commissioners, National Association of—1427

Inter-American Foundation—1426
Interior, Department of the

Assistant Secretaries
Fish and Wildlife—1422
Indian Affairs—1248
Insular Areas—1412
Land and Mineral Management—1424
Policy, Management, and Budget—1424

Deputy Secretary—1403
Land Management, Bureau of—1424
Park Service, National—1346
Secretary—867, 1247, 1336, 1346

International. See other part of subject
Iowa

Disaster assistance—1397, 1405
KCCI in Des Moines—1420

Iran
Diplomatic relations with U.S.—1069

1106–1107, 1112, 1294–1295, 1298, 1417
International and U.S. sanctions—1112,

1257, 1279–1280, 1294–1295, 1298, 1312
1348–1349, 1356, 1389

International diplomatic efforts—1008,
1106, 1112, 1202, 1247, 1257, 1279–1280
1295, 1298, 1312–1313, 1345, 1348–1351
1356, 1388–1389, 1425–1427, 1429

Minister of Foreign Affairs—1106, 1294
Nuclear energy, civilian usage—1295, 1354
Nuclear weapons development—1001, 1008

1069–1070, 1089, 1105–1107, 1112, 1202
1257, 1279, 1294–1295, 1298, 1307, 131
1345, 1348–1351, 1354, 1356, 1378, 138
1400, 1422, 1425–1427, 1429

President—1069–1070, 1106–1107, 1256
1348, 1355, 1417

Relations with Israel—1112
Relations with Syria—1021
Supreme Leader—1069, 1106
Terrorism, sponsorship—1350
U.S. national emergency, continuation—12

Iraq
Counterterrorism efforts—1204
Democracy efforts—1201, 1204
Energy infrastructure and capacity, streng

efforts—1204
Prime Minister—1201, 1203, 1421
Regional integration and relations, streng

efforts—1201, 1203
Relations with Kuwait—1027
Relations with U.S.—1201–1203
Security cooperation with U.S.—1201, 120
Student exchanges with U.S.—1205
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Iraq—Continued
Syria, role—1204
Trade with U.S.—1205

Justice, Department of—Continued
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-

sives—880
14

06
—1060,

2, 1406

1371

, Assis-

6, 1368

5, 1414
Union

432
, 1404

, 1054–

encies,
A–12

U.S. and coalition forces, withdrawal—987, 995,
1022, 1066, 1201, 1203, 1298, 1304, 1394

Israel
See also Middle East
Gaza conflict—1070
Minister of Justice—1352, 1403
Prime Minister—871, 1070, 1077, 1111, 1349,

1351–1354, 1356, 1400, 1404, 1414, 1417, 1422,
1425, 1429

Relations with Arab States—1070
Relations with Egypt—1112
Relations with Iran—1112
Relations with Palestinian Authority—871
Relations with U.S.—978, 988, 1070, 1111–1112,

1295, 1343–1345, 1388
Security cooperation with U.S.—1022, 1112,

1350–1351, 1353, 1356, 1400, 1422, 1429
West Bank settlements—1070

Italy
Afghanistan, role—1157
Defense relationship with U.S.—1157
Financial markets, stabilization efforts—1156
Prime Minister—1156, 1413, 1421
Relations with U.S.—1018, 1157
U.S. Ambassador—1399

Jamaica, U.S. Ambassador—1413
Japan

Defense relationship with U.S.—1006
Prime Minister—1006, 1410
Relations with U.S.—1018, 1410
U.S. Ambassador—1285–1286, 1401

Jordan
Relations with U.S.—979, 988
Security cooperation with U.S.—1371

Judiciary
Federal Claims, U.S. Court of—1421
Federal court nominations and confirma-

tions—1224, 1270, 1288, 1364, 1366, 1399, 1402,
1405, 1415–1417, 1425, 1428, 1432–1433

Supreme Court
Associate Justices—1344
Chief Justice—1270, 1288

Tax Court, U.S.—1403, 1415
Justice, Department of

Assistant Attorneys General
Civil Rights—1426
Criminal Division—1415
Environment and Natural Resources—1432
Legislative Affairs—1404
National Security—1412

Attorney General—825, 1055, 1385, 1402, 1409, 1414

Bureau of Investigation, Federal—1186, 14
Marshals Service, U.S.—1405
U.S. attorneys—1425, 1428

Kansas, disaster assistance—1421
Kennedy Center. See Smithsonian Institution
Kentucky, Governor—1084, 1192
Kenya

Nairobi
Jomo Kenyatta International Airport—14
Terrorist attack at Westgate Shopping Mall

1062, 1416
President—1060, 1406, 1416
Republic of Kenya, 50th anniversary—1431
U.S. Embassy bombing, 15th anniversary—91

Kid’s State Dinner—1398
Kosovo, KFOR international security force—
Kristallnacht, 75th anniversary—1235
Kuwait

Amir—1026, 1411
Defense relationship with U.S.—1026
Relations with Iraq—1027
Relations with U.S.—1027
U.S. Ambassador—1431

Labor, Department of
Employment and Training Administration

tant Secretary for—1431
Inspector General—1400
Secretary—823, 1241, 1402
Wage and Hour Division—1412

Labor issues
Minimum wage—844, 876, 1054, 1335–133
Unions

Labor movement and organized labor—133
Service Employees International 

(SEIU)—1300
Labor Relations Authority, Federal—1404, 1
Labor Relations Board, National—878, 1400
Latvia

President—978, 982, 1402
Relations with U.S.—979, 982–983

Law enforcement and crime
Gun control—880, 1054, 1239, 1372, 1379
Gun violence, prevention efforts—813, 833

1055, 1057–1058, 1315, 1372
Pardons and commutations—1376
Sentencing requirements, reform—1376
Sexual assault—1390–1391
State and community law enforcement ag

Federal support—825–826
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Law enforcement and crime—Continued
State and local “Stand Your Ground” laws—826
Transnational criminal organizations—827

Malaria. See Diseases
Malaysia

Global Entrepreneurship Summit in Kuala Lum-

7, 1412,

, 50th

—1121
, 1405,

—1090
nter in

3, 1217
—1407
–1407,

—1367

cal care
—1428

tinians;

, 1001,
, 1296,

5, 1067,
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law—1404
Lebanon

Hizballah political-paramilitary organization—872,
1074, 1175

Lebanese military and security forces—1074
President—1074
Refugees, U.S. assistance—1074
Relations with Syria—1074
Relations with U.S.—1074, 1175
Security cooperation with U.S.—1175
U.S. assistance—1074
U.S. Marine Corps barracks terrorist attack, 30th

anniversary—1175
U.S. national emergency, continuation—872

Legal Services Corporation—1401, 1415, 1426
Legislation, enacted

Bipartisan Student Loan Certainty Act of 2013—915
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2014—1154
HIV Organ Policy Equity Act—1290, 1427
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year

2014—1394
School Access to Emergency Epinephrine Act—1251

Legislation, proposed
Bipartisan Student Loan Certainty Act of 2013—852
Continuing Appropriations Resolution, 2014—1107,

1110, 1115, 1122, 1127, 1129–1131, 1133, 1152,
1218, 1324, 1375–1376, 1378, 1384, 1391

Employment Non-Discrimination Act of 2013—1229,
1335

Lesotho, U.S. Ambassador—1405
Liberia

Democracy efforts—820
U.S. national emergency, continuation—820

Library of Congress—1417
Libya

2012 attack on U.S. mission in Benghazi—923,
1024, 1072

Democracy efforts—1072, 1157
International assistance—1157
NATO, role—1072

Lithuania
President—978, 982, 1402
Relations with U.S.—979, 982–983

Long-Term Care, Commission on—1410
Louisiana

Former U.S. Representative, death—870
Governor—1233, 1425
New Orleans

Napoleon Container Terminal—1425
Port of New Orleans—1230

President’s visit—1230, 1424–1425

pur—1418
President Obama’s visit—1414, 1418
Prime Minister—1418

Mali
Democracy efforts—938
France, role—1072
Political unrest and violence—1370
President-elect—938, 1415
Presidential election—938
Relations with U.S.—938

Management and Budget, Office of—805–80
1418–1420

March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom
anniversary—1406

Maryland
Comcast Center in College Park—1427
Governor—1090, 1094, 1192
M. Luis Construction Co. Inc. in Rockville
President’s visits—1090, 1121, 1397, 1402

1416–1417, 1423, 1426
Prince George’s Community College in Largo
Walter Reed National Military Medical Ce

Bethesda—1423
Massachusetts

Boston
City Hall Plaza—1423
Marathon bombing—891–893, 928, 1196

Governor—968, 1190–1192, 1195–1197, 121
Nancy’s Restaurant & Snack Bar in Oak Bluffs
President’s visits—933, 1189, 1195, 1406

1422–1423
Mauritania, U.S. Ambassador—1413
Mayors, newly elected, meeting with President
Medals. See Decorations, medals, and awards
Medicare and Medicaid. See Health and medi
Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority
Mexico

President—1017
Relations with U.S.—1017

Michigan, Governor—1094
Middle East

See also Palestinian Authority and Pales
specific country

Arab-Israeli conflict, peace process—871
1003, 1027, 1069–1071, 1077, 1111, 1293
1352–1353, 1400, 1403–1404, 1422

Arab States, relations with Israel—1070
Democracy efforts—808, 865, 909, 987, 106

1071–1072, 1355
Educational exchanges with U.S.—1292
Gulf Cooperation Council—882
Relations with U.S.—1069
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Middle East—Continued
U.S. Special Envoy for Israeli-Palestinian Negotia-

tions—872, 1403

Navy, Department of the
Energy, Installations, and Environment, Assistant

Secretary for—1398

–1031,

rogram

e—945,

of New

2

08

e High

, 1059–
, 1183,

f New

n Sene-

427
A–14

U.S. Special Envoy on Security Issues in the Mid-
dle East—1352

Military Academy, U.S. See Army, Department of the
Military Compensation and Retirement Moderniza-

tion Commission—1026
Millennium Challenge Corporation—788–789, 796,

800, 1416–1417
Minnesota, disaster assistance—1402
Mississippi River Commission—1410
Missouri

Disaster assistance—1401, 1411
Ford Motor Co. stamping plant in Liberty—1045–

1046, 1416
Former U.S. Representative, death—1187
Governor—846, 1045
President’s visits—846, 1045, 1401, 1415–1416
University of Central Missouri in Warrensburg—846,

849–850
Mongolia, President—1061–1062, 1398
Montana, disaster assistance—1399
Morocco

Democracy efforts—1291, 1428
Economic growth and development—1291
Free trade agreement with U.S.—1291, 1293
King—1290, 1424, 1428
Middle East peace process, role—1293
Relations with U.S.—1290, 1293, 1428
Security cooperation with U.S.—1292
U.S. Ambassador—1404

Morris K. Udall and Stewart L. Udall Foundation—1413
MSNBC, “Hardball With Chris Matthews” pro-

gram—1430

Namibia, U.S. Ambassador—1403
National and Community Service, Corporation

for—814–815
National. See other part of subject
National security. See Defense and national security
NATO. See North Atlantic Treaty Organization
Natural disasters

See also Disaster assistance; specific State or country
Arizona, wildfires—795, 1397
California, wildfires—1408–1409
Colorado, severe flooding—1414
Hurricane Sandy—805, 928, 1189
Philippines, Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda)—1250–1251,

1425
Preparedness efforts—1373
Response and recovery efforts—795, 805, 811
Tropical Storm Karen—1128, 1418–1419
Western States, wildfires—1408

Marine Barracks Washington, DC—1416
Naval Academy, U.S.—1399
Secretary—1056, 1414
Under Secretary—1412
Washington Navy Yard shooting—1030

1056–1057, 1414–1416
NBC

NBC News—1424
“The Tonight Show”—890
“Today” program—1412

Nebraska, disaster assistance—1429
Netherlands, U.S. Ambassador—1400
Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship p

participants, meeting with President—1428
Nevada, Governor—1234
New Hampshire, disaster assistance—1405
New Jersey, Governor—1424
New Mexico, disaster assistance—1418, 1423
New York

Anthony A. Henninger High School in Syracus
1408

Binghamton University, State University 
York, in Binghamton—950, 957, 964

Democratic Party events—1088, 1183, 142
Disaster assistance—1400
Governor—938–939, 1178–1181, 1192
Magnolia’s Deli and Cafe in Rochester—14
New York City

Pathways in Technology Early Colleg
School—1178–1180, 1182, 1422

WABC—1420
President’s visits—938–939, 945–946, 950

1060, 1066, 1074, 1076–1078, 1088, 1178
1407–1408, 1415–1416, 1421–1422

Tully Central High School in Tully—1408
University at Buffalo, State University o

York, in Buffalo—938–939
Women’s Rights National Historical Park i

ca Falls—1408
New Zealand

Prime Minister—1419
U.S. Ambassador—1422

Niger
U.S. Ambassador—1403
U.S. military detachment—1370

Nigeria
Democracy efforts—1060
President—1059
Relations with U.S.—1059
Security cooperation with U.S.—1060

Nobel Laureates, meeting with President—1
Nordic Security Dialogue, U.S.- —1003
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North Africa
Democracy efforts—808, 865, 909, 987, 1065, 1067,

1071

Pakistan—Continued
U.S. assistance—1172
Women and girls, status—1420
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408

26

5, 1430
, Com-

ecovery

f Mili-
019
7
nniver-

1432
Relations with U.S.—1069
North Atlantic Treaty Organization—913, 979, 982–

983, 991, 1000, 1003, 1041–1042, 1157, 1290, 1371
North Carolina, disaster assistance—1417, 1423
North Dakota, disaster assistance—1399, 1423
North Korea

Demilitarized zone with South Korea—867, 869
Nuclear weapons development—1001, 1006–1007

Norway
Prime Minister—1410, 1421
Relations with U.S.—1003, 1421
Trade with U.S.—1003
U.S. Ambassador—1413

Nuclear energy. See specific country
Nuclear weapons. See Arms and munitions; specific

country

Occupational Safety and Health Review Commis-
sion—1428

Office. See other part of subject
Ohio

ArcelorMittal Cleveland in Cleveland—1261, 1264,
1266, 1426

Former U.S. Representative, death—973
Governor—1094, 1192, 1234, 1252, 1265
President’s visit—1261, 1426

Oklahoma, Governor—1045
Olympic games. See Sports; specific country
Open Government Partnership—1006, 1061, 1065,

1270, 1291
Oregon, Governor—1222
Organizing for Action—829–830, 832, 1213, 1217
Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC)—796–

797

Pakistan
Counterterrorism efforts, cooperation with

U.S.—1168, 1173
Democracy efforts—1168, 1171
Economic growth and development—1168, 1171
Education, strengthening efforts—1172
Energy cooperation with U.S.—1168, 1171
Nuclear security, strengthening efforts—1174
Poverty, reduction efforts—1169
Prime Minister—1168, 1170, 1417
Regional infrastructure, improvement efforts—1174
Relations with Afghanistan—1169
Relations with India—1101, 1169, 1174
Relations with U.S.—1168–1171, 1175
Security cooperation with U.S.—1168, 1173
Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan insurgent group—1420
Trade with U.S.—1168, 1172

Palau, U.S. Ambassador—1403
Palestinian Authority and Palestinians

See also Middle East
Gaza conflict and humanitarian crisis—107
President—871, 1070, 1077, 1111, 1352, 14
Relations with Israel—871
Security forces, improvement efforts—107
West Bank, Israeli settlements—1070

Panama, free trade agreement with U.S.—12
Paraguay, President—1407
Park Service, National. See Interior, Departmen
PBS, “NewsHour” program—1409, 1412
Peace Corps, U.S.—1285, 1400, 1428
Pennsylvania

Bingham’s Family Restaurant in Lenox—1
Democratic Party event—1266
Disaster assistance—1418
Former U.S. Representative, death—802
Governor—1094
Lackawanna College in Scranton—964
President’s visits—964–965, 1266, 1408, 14
WPVI in Philadelphia—1419

Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation—142
People Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled

mittee for Purchase From—1409
PEPFAR. See HIV/AIDS
Philippines

President—1250–1251, 1418, 1425
President Obama’s visit—1414, 1418
Relations with U.S.—1250–1251
Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda), damage and r

efforts—1241, 1250–1251, 1425
U.S. Ambassador—1403
U.S. assistance—1241, 1250–1251

Portugal, U.S. Ambassador—1402
Postal Regulatory Commission—1402
Presidency, U.S.

Congressional Authorization for the Use o
tary Force—987, 997–998, 1012–1016, 1

Constitutional role and powers—1306–130
Former President John F. Kennedy, 50th a

sary of assassination—1427–1428
President. See other part of subject
Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board—
Public Broadcasting, Corporation for—1413

Qatar
Amir—1398
Relations with U.S.—1398
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Railroad Retirement Board—1416
Religious Freedom, U.S. Commission on Interna-

tional—1410

Senegal, President Obama’s visit—1430
Sierra Leone, U.S. Ambassador—1398
Slovakia

6
1141

orming

6, 1341

2

g in Jo-

5

, 869
1
iversa-

2, 1433

th Su-

l—1428

863

, 1423
, 1402,

 1399–
A–16

Religious leaders
African American faith leaders, meeting with Pres-

ident—1409
Meeting with President—1426

Reserve System, Federal—901, 920–921, 1030, 1145,
1407

Roman Catholic Church. See Holy See (Vatican City)
Russia

2014 Olympic Games in Sochi—895, 918, 1387, 1431
Civil and human rights issues—1019
Counterterrorism efforts, cooperation with

U.S.—893, 918–919, 1399
Human rights issues—918
Minister of Foreign Affairs—1023, 1025, 1027–1028
President—893, 895, 918–919, 997, 1008, 1010–1012,

1022–1023, 1068, 1399, 1411
President Obama’s visit—1006–1008, 1018, 1406, 1411
Prime Minister—918
Relations with Syria—1023
Relations with U.S.—794, 893, 918, 996–997,

1011, 1013, 1399
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) with

U.S., expansion—918
St. Petersburg

Civil society leaders, meeting with President
Obama—1018–1019

Constantine Palace—1411
Crowne Plaza St. Petersburg Airport hotel—1411
Grand Peterhof Palace—1411

Syria, role—997, 1029, 1412, 1414
World Trade Organization, accession—918

Russia Polar Bear Commission, U.S.- —1410

Saban Forum—1348, 1351
Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corpora-

tion—1401
San Marino, U.S. Ambassador—1399
Santa Clara Pueblo, disaster assistance—1417, 1422
Sao Tome and Principe, U.S. Ambassador—1413
Saudi Arabia

King—1399, 1429
Relations with U.S.—1018, 1399, 1429
U.S. Ambassador—1424

Science and technology
See also Health and medical care
Research and development—1200, 1207, 1210,

1228, 1232, 1236, 1264, 1276, 1297, 1306, 1310
Science Foundation, National—1403
Securities and Exchange Commission—1407
Securities Investor Protection Corporation—1402
Security Agency, National—794, 917, 922, 992,

1017, 1296, 1381, 1386, 1397, 1404, 1421

Prime Minister—1427
Social Security Agreement with U.S.—103

Small Business Administration—1121–1122, 
Smithsonian Institution

John F. Kennedy Center for the Perf
Arts—1357, 1360, 1417, 1427, 1430

Secretary—1285
Social Security Advisory Board—1417
Social Security program—812, 1317, 1333, 133
Somalia

Al-Shabaab terrorist group—1370, 1416
Security cooperation with U.S.—1370

South Africa
Former President, death—1341–1342, 136
President—1362, 1430
President Obama’s visit—1362, 1430
Radisson Blu Hotel Sandton, Johannesbur

hannesburg—1430
Relations with U.S.—1430

South Dakota, disaster assistance—1405, 142
Southern States Energy Board—1415
South Korea

Demilitarized zone with North Korea—867
Free trade agreement with U.S.—875, 123
Korean war armistice agreement, 60th ann

ry—867, 928, 1401
Relations with U.S.—1018

South Sudan
Democracy efforts—1376
International diplomatic efforts—1376
Political unrest and violence—1376–1377, 139
Relations with Sudan—978
Relations with U.S.—1377
U.S. military detachment—1377, 1392
U.S. Special Envoy for Sudan and Sou

dan—978, 1409
Space program

Aeronautics and Space Administration, Nationa
Moon exploration—1285

Spain
Prime Minister—1431
Relations with U.S.—863, 1018
Train accident in Santiago de Compostela—

Sports
Baseball—870–871, 1190, 1219, 1401, 1406
Basketball—789, 834, 879, 890, 1308, 1399

1427, 1433
Football—936–937, 1045, 1407
Hockey—990, 1211, 1422
NCAA championship teams—834, 879,

1400, 1402
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Sports—Continued
Olympic Games—895, 918, 1387, 1431
Soccer—1325

Sweden—Continued
Relations with U.S.—990, 999, 1001, 1003
Stockholm

0

.—1361

78–979,
1, 1003,
, 1028–
, 1089,
, 1356,

 1425
9, 1074
, 1018,

, 1010,
, 1099–

7
 1008–
–1029,

, 1074

partici-

esident

789
y—788

0, 1397

2, 1397
ference
State, Department of
Ambassadors. See specific country
Assistant Secretaries

Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor—1398
Diplomatic Security—1403
Economic and Business Affairs—1422
Educational and Cultural Affairs—1398
Intelligence and Research—1419
International Organization Affairs—1422
Legislative Affairs—1400
Near Eastern Affairs—1404
Political-Military Affairs—1412
Public Affairs—1410
South Asian Affairs—1400
Verification and Compliance—1400

Chief of Protocol—1431
Counterterrorism Coordinator—1422
Foreign Service, Director General—1419
Guantanamo Closure, Special Envoy for—1423
Management and Resources, Deputy Secretary

for—1412
Nuclear Nonproliferation, Special Representative

of the President for—1400
Secretary—871, 988, 1023, 1025, 1027–1029,

1070, 1106, 1140, 1171, 1294, 1313, 1322, 1349,
1353, 1399, 1401–1403, 1406, 1408, 1414–1416,
1418, 1421–1422, 1426–1428

Under Secretaries
Civilian Security, Democracy, and Human

Rights—1404
Economic Growth, Energy, and the Environ-

ment—1416
Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs—1415

Sudan
Relations with South Sudan—978
U.S. national emergency, continuation—1197–1198
U.S. Special Envoy for Sudan and South Sudan—978,

1409
Summit of the Americas—1325
Supreme Court. See Judiciary
Surface Transportation Board—1416
Sweden

Deputy Prime Minister—1410
Energy

Alternative and renewable sources and technolo-
gies—991, 993, 1410

Cooperation with U.S.—999
King—990, 1411
President Obama’s visit—989–990, 993, 1001, 1406,

1410
Prime Minister—989, 999, 1001, 1410
Queen—990, 1411

Grand Hotel—1410
Great Synagogue—1001
KTH Royal Institute of Technology—141
Royal Palace—1410
Sager House—1410

Trade with U.S.—999
U.S. Ambassador—1410

Switzerland, social security agreement with U.S
Syria

Civil war and sectarian conflict—912, 918, 9
981–982, 985–989, 991, 994–995, 997, 100
1006, 1008–1012, 1018–1020, 1025–1026
1029, 1031, 1067–1068, 1072, 1074, 1076
1099–1100, 1105, 1111, 1157, 1201, 1204
1378, 1399–1400, 1406, 1408–1414, 1421,

Human rights issues—978, 981–982, 1011, 101
International and U.S. assistance—912, 991

1020, 1068, 1157
International diplomatic efforts—995, 1008

1012, 1018, 1022–1023, 1029, 1031, 1068
1100, 1107, 1111, 1204, 1298, 1414

International sanctions—1018
Jabhat al-Nusra insurgent organization—99
President—985–989, 991, 994–995, 997,

1010, 1013–1014, 1016, 1020–1023, 1028
1067–1068, 1107, 1202

Refugees and internal displacement—1020
Relations with Iran—1021
Relations with Lebanon—1074
Relations with Russia—1023

Taiwan
International Civil Aviation Organization, 

pation—811
“One China” policy—811

Tanzania
Dar es Salaam

Ubungo Symbion Power Plant—800
U.S. Embassy personnel, meeting with Pr

Obama—1397
Economic growth and development—788–
HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment strateg
President—787, 796, 799–802, 1397
President Obama’s visit—787, 796, 799–80
Relations with U.S.—787, 789, 800
U.S. Ambassador—1398
U.S. assistance—788–789
U.S. Embassy bombing, 15th anniversary—91
U.S. Peace Corps volunteers, video con

with President Obama—1428
230-207_Text_.pdf   711 10/18/18   3:42 PM



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

Taxation
Health coverage tax credit—1216
Tax Code, reform—842, 859, 877, 884–885, 1028,

Transportation, Department of
Chief Financial Officer and Assistant Secretary for

Budget and Programs—1403

inistra-

1404

, 1365,
, 1423–

3
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r—1398

0, 1412,
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, 1416
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0–1011,
11, 1294

Organi-
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1035, 1047, 1133, 1232–1233, 1276, 1305, 1316,
1334, 1377, 1385, 1388

Tennessee
Amazon Chattanooga Fulfillment Center in Chat-

tanooga—872, 1403
President’s visit—872, 1402–1403

Terrorism
See also Defense and national security; specific

country or region
Al Qaida terrorist group—881–882, 891, 908–909,

912, 923, 1022, 1025, 1066, 1072, 1104, 1142–1143,
1160, 1173, 1201, 1204, 1242, 1369–1370, 1405

Boko Haram terrorist group—1060
Counterterrorism efforts—794, 811, 882, 891–892,

912, 916, 922–923, 1060, 1067, 1069, 1100, 1103,
1142, 1159–1160, 1173, 1369, 1371, 1373, 1383,
1405, 1412

Global threat—891, 909, 912, 923, 979, 985, 1003,
1013, 1019–1020, 1067, 1142, 1159, 1168, 1197, 1405

Lashkar e-Taiba terrorist group—1104
Persons who commit, threaten to commit, or sup-

port, U.S. national emergency—1040
September 11, 2001, attacks—908, 929, 1024–1025,

1381, 1412–1413
Terrorist attacks, U.S. national emergency—1020
Transfer of detainees at Guantanamo Bay—882–

883, 1395
Texas

Democratic Party events—1223, 1227
Disaster assistance—1405, 1433
Governor—1226
President’s visit—1220, 1223, 1227, 1423–1424
Temple Emanu-El in Dallas—1220

Timor-Leste, U.S. Ambassador—1403
Trade. See Business and industry; Commerce, inter-

national
Trade agreements or negotiations. See Commerce,

international; specific country or region
Trade and Development Agency, U.S.—796
Trade Commission, International—1399
Trade Representative, Office of the U.S.—796, 1044,

1172, 1393, 1418, 1431–1432
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)—853, 856, 1006, 1009,

1037, 1044, 1419, 1431
Transportation

Infrastructure, national, improvement efforts—840,
861–862, 874–875, 895–896, 1033, 1210, 1228,
1232–1233, 1236, 1267, 1276, 1297, 1334, 1367

Mass transit and rail infrastructure, improvement
efforts—1207

General Counsel—1415
Maritime Administration—1412
Research and Innovative Technology Adm

tion—1399
Secretary—858, 1230, 1401, 1425

Transportation Safety Board, National—1404
Treasury, Department of the

Chief Financial Officer—1422
Comptroller of the Currency—1407
Deputy Secretary—1403
Economic Policy, Assistant Secretary for—
Internal Revenue Service—1391, 1404
Secretary—799, 1135–1137, 1140, 1244

1403, 1407, 1415–1416, 1418, 1420–1421
1424, 1427, 1430

Treasury bills, foreign holdings—1136
Troubled Asset Relief Program—1245

Trinidad and Tobago, U.S. Ambassador—140
Turkey

Prime Minister—1008, 1406
Relations with U.S.—979, 988, 1018

Uganda
Lord’s Resistance Army insurgent group—
U.S. military detachment—1370

UNESCO. See United Nations
United Arab Emirates

Abu Dhabi, Crown Prince—1398
Armed Forces, Deputy Supreme Commande
Relations with U.S.—1398

United Kingdom
Ambassador to U.S.—1398
Duchess of Cambridge—829
Duke of Cambridge—829
Prime Minister—794, 986, 1023, 1408–141

1425
Relations with U.S.—829, 1018, 1023

United Nations
AIDS, Joint U.N. Programme on—1322
Conference on Disarmament—1431
Deputy Secretary-General—1061–1062
Framework Convention on Climate Change

1004, 1104
General Assembly—1066, 1077, 1089, 1413
Millennium Development Goals—1000, 10
Peacekeeping operations—793, 1076
Secretary-General—1066, 1076, 1104, 141
Security Council—981, 986, 997–998, 101

1013, 1018, 1023, 1068, 1100, 1105, 1107, 11
Syria, role—994, 1076
U.N. Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 

zation (UNESCO)—1398
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United Nations—Continued
U.N. Special Rapporteur on the Rights to Free-

dom of Peaceful Assembly and of Associa-

Vietnam—Continued
Human rights issues—853, 858
President—852, 855, 1399
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, 1423,

13, 1420

 1188
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; Com-
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, 1411,

, 1423

235
—1397,

ngage-

tor for

, 1405,

, 1433
tion—1061–1062, 1065
U.S. Representatives

Conference on Disarmament, U.S. Representa-
tive—1431

Office of the United Nations and Other Interna-
tional Organizations in Geneva, U.S. Repre-
sentative—1404

Permanent Representative—883, 1029, 1414, 1416
U.N. Management and Reform—1428

Western Sahara, U.N. Secretary-General’s Person-
al Envoy for the—1292

Urban Debate National Tournament, 2013 champi-
ons, meeting with President—1409

U.S. See other part of subject
USAID. See Development, U.S. Agency for Interna-

tional
Utah, U.S. Representative, retirement—1373

Valles Caldera Trust—1411
Vatican. See Holy See (Vatican City)
Vermont, disaster assistance—1405
Veterans

Benefits—929–932, 1122, 1136, 1240, 1242
Disabled veterans—928–929, 931–932
Employment and job training assistance—1240
Health and medical care—930–931, 1242
Hiring incentives—911, 932, 1240, 1242
Homelessness—889, 931
Job training and education assistance—910, 931–

932, 954, 958
Service and dedication—867–869, 928, 933, 1240, 1250
Unemployment and underemployment—932, 1347
Women veterans—867, 930

Veterans Affairs, Department of
Agent orange exposure, disability benefits—930
Assistant Secretaries

Human Resources and Administration—1411
Management—1419
Operations, Security, and Preparedness,—1430
Policy and Planning—1404

Chief Financial Officer—1419
Deputy Secretary—1412
Funding—930
Health care system, electronic recordkeeping—931,

1274
Persian Gulf and Iraq operations-related illnesses—930
Secretary—867, 931, 1241

Vice President. See White House Office
Vietnam

Economic growth and development—855–856
Environmental and health issues, cooperation with

U.S.—853, 857

Relations with U.S.—852–853, 855–856, 85
Science and technology, cooperation

U.S.—856–857
Security cooperation with U.S.—853, 857
Student exchanges with U.S—857
Trade with U.S.—853, 856

Vietnam Education Foundation—1417, 1421
Virginia

Arlington
Arlington National Cemetery—1425, 142
Pentagon Memorial—1024

Democratic Party event—1207
Governor-elect—1424
President’s visits—1024, 1207, 1241, 1413

1425, 1427
WTVR in Richmond—1419

Voluntarism—813–815, 835, 880, 1321, 1394, 14

Wall Street Journal CEO Council—1271
Washington

Democratic Party events—1296, 1429
Former U.S. Representative, death—1161,
Governor—1296–1297
President’s visit—1296, 1428–1429

Washington, DC. See District of Columbia
Weapons of mass destruction. See Arms and mu
Western Hemisphere. See Central America

merce, international; Developing countries
West Virginia, disaster assistance—1402
White House Fellowships, President’s Com

on—1399, 1406, 1411, 1427
White House Office

AIDS Policy, Office of National—1322
Assistants to the President

African Affairs, Director—1433
Chief of Staff—1131, 1319, 1330, 1408

1419–1420
Chief of Staff, Deputy—1414, 1418–1420
Chief Technology Officer—805
Counselor—1247, 1389
Energy and Climate Change, Deputy—1
Homeland Security and Counterterrorism

1405, 1414
Intergovernmental Affairs and Public E

ment, Associate Director—1248
Legislative Affairs, Director—1368
Middle East, White House Coordina

the—1403, 1428
National Security Adviser—921, 1403

1411, 1414, 1427–1428, 1433
National Security Adviser, Deputy—1397
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White House Office—Continued
Assistants to the President—Continued

National Security Adviser for Strategic Commu-

White House Office—Continued
Social Innovation and Civic Participation, Office

of—815
, 1178,
–1401,

tion of

 Schol-

 with

882

s—788,
A–20

nications, Deputy—1433
Native American Affairs, Senior Policy Advis-

er—1248
Policy, Deputy Chief of Staff for—1419–1420
Press Secretary—824, 993, 1379
Press Secretary, Principal Deputy—1289
Speechwriting—1401

ConnectED initiative—1289
Economic Advisers, Council of—1043
Economic Council, National—1028
Export Council, President’s—1042–1045
Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships, Of-

fice of—815
Fitness, Sports, and Nutrition, President’s Council

on—1406
Innovation Fellows, Presidential—806
Intelligence and Communications Technologies,

President’s Review Group on—1432
Interns—1428
Jobs and Competitiveness, President’s Council

on—1199
National Security Telecommunications Advisory

Committee, President’s—1417
Science and Technology Policy, Office of—1401, 1403
Science and Technology, President’s Council of

Advisers on—1426–1427
Security Council, National—1397, 1408

Vice President—964–967, 969, 978, 990
1203, 1208, 1241, 1288, 1315, 1340, 1398
1403, 1405, 1407–1415, 1417–1428, 1431

White House, Committee for the Preserva
the—1413, 1417, 1428

Wisconsin, disaster assistance—1406
Women’s Business Council, National—1407
Woodrow Wilson International Center for

ars—1417, 1432
World Trade Organization—1103, 1360
World War I Centennial Commission—1406

Yemen
Counterterrorism efforts, cooperation

U.S.—881–882
Democracy efforts—881–882
Economic growth and development—881–
President—880, 882
Relations with U.S.—880–882
Security cooperation with U.S.—1370
U.S. assistance—882

Young African Leaders Initiative, President’
797, 1060

Zambia, U.S. Ambassador—1413
Zanzibar, President—788
Zimbabwe, democracy efforts—788
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